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Bites from our blog
WHAT’S THE TEA: DallasVoice.com

Senate votes to advance Respect
for Marriage Act; final vote
possible this week

Tammy Baldwin
The U.S. Senate voted 62-37 on Wednesday,
Nov. 16, to start debate on the Respect for Marriage Act, paving the way for the bill to pass by
the end of the week. The measure, which would
codify protections for same-sex and interracial
marriage and which includes religious liberty protections as well, has already passed the House.
Every Democratic senator and 12 Republican
senators voted to advance the bill. Senators
were expected to vote on cloture Thursday, Nov.
17, which would set up a final vote on passage
possibly by the end of this week.
Openly lesbian Sen. Tammy Baldwin, a
Wisconsin Democrat who was one of the bill’s
sponsors, told The Hill, “This legislation unites
Americans. With the Respect For Marriage Act,
we can ease the fear for millions of same-sex
and interracial couples have that their freedoms
and their rights could be stripped away. By
passing this bill, we are guaranteeing same-sex
and interracial couples, regardless of where they
live, that their marriage is legal and that they will
continue to enjoy the rights and the responsibilities that all other marriages are afforded. And this
will give millions of loving couples the certainty,
the dignity and the respect that they need and
that they deserve.”
A vote on the Respect for Marriage Act was

delayed until after the midterm elections because
there weren’t enough Republicans willing to
support it to reach the magic number of 60 votes
to advance the bill. On Monday, Nov. 14, Baldwin
and four other senators, including Maine Republican Susan Collins, introduced the amendment
protecting religious freedoms on Monday, which
won the necessary Republican votes to advance.
After that change was made, officials with
the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints
shocked the country by announcing the church
— which famously and vigorously supported a
constitutional amendment banning same-sex
marriage in California in 2008 — was in support
of the Respect for Marriage Act.
Republicans voting to advance the bill
Wednesday were, in addition to Collins, Sens.
Rob Portman of Ohio, Thom Tillis of North
Carolina, Mitt Romney of Utah, Lisa Murkowski
of Alaska, Roy Blunt of Missouri, Richard Burr
of North Carolina, Cynthia Lummis of Wyoming,
Shelley Moore Capito of West Virginia, Dan
Sullivan of Alaska, Joni Ernst of Iowa and Todd
Young of Indiana.
— Tammye Nash

Judge says doctors
may now discriminate

U.S. District Court Judge Matthew Kacsmaryk,
a Trump appointee based in Amarillo, ruled this
week that doctors may discriminate based on
sexual orientation or gender identity. The U.S.
Supreme Court’s Bostock ruling that prohibits
employment discrimination does not extend to a
doctor’s care.
The judge wrote that Congress could have
included sexual orientation and gender identity in
Title IX but didn’t.
In Neece v. Bacerra, Dr. Susan Neese refused
to prescribe hormone therapy to a transgender
patient. The judge notes that the Affordable Care
Act prevents discrimination based on sex. He
ruled that the plaintiffs weren’t discriminating
since they are refusing hormone treatments to
all patients, regardless of sex. Both Neese and
co-plaintiff Dr. James Hurly claim to have treated
a number of transgender patients.
An odd story included in the opinion as a rea-

• WINNER - Best Insurance Agent - RVA 2021
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son to deny care to transgender patients is one
about a trans woman Hurley treated who developed prostate cancer. The trans patient insisted
she couldn’t have prostate cancer because she
was a woman. Hurly claims to have encouraged
his patient to get immediate treatment for the
cancer but now doesn’t want to treat patients
based on their perceived gender.
What’s not clear is if that patient had had
gender reassignment surgery, what that surgery
included and what the patient understood about
their transition.
Secretary of Health and Human Services
Xavier Bacerra may appeal the ruling.
In the meantime, straight doctors may discriminate against their LGBTQ patients. On the other
hand, LGBTQ doctors may discriminate against
providing care to their straight and cisgender
patients.
— David Taffet

Queer icon Sandra Bernhard
announces Dallas show

Sandra Bernhard will be performing live in
Texas for the first time in like 10 years.
Actor and comedian Sandra Bernhard
announced Sunday, Nov. 13, that she will be
performing live in Texas next for the first time in,
like, 10 years. She will appear at The Granada
Theater on Dec. 2. Other Texas shows include
San Antonio on Dec. 3 at the Fiesta Youth Benefit

█

Sandra Bernhard

and in Austin on Dec. 4.
The bisexual performer will bring her Bern it
Down show to town with a full band for a night
of comedy and music before her tour takes her
across the country and overseas throughout the
next year
This current tour adds to Bernhard’s acclaimed streak of late with roles in high-profile
shows such as Pose and American Horror Story
NYC, as well as a recent appearance on Netflix’s
Stand Out: An LGBTQ+ Celebration earlier this
year. Plus, she continues to host her award-winning radio show Sandyland on SirusXM.
Tickets are available online at PreKindle.com.
– Rich Lopez

Adoptable / MAD EYE MOODY
while he is super energetic, he is a well-behaved boy. He knows
some basic commands and is eager and able to learn a lot more.
Mad Eye Moody is housed at the Russell E. Dealey Animal Rescue
Center, so a prior appointment is necessary to meet him.

Meet Mad Eye Moody, a German shepherd mix named after
a wizard in the Harry Potter series, he can cast a spell on any
shepherd lover. Unfortunately, Mad Eye had to have one of his eyes
removed in emergency surgery after being taken in by the SPCA of
Texas. But he has since gotten past that setback and is ready to live
a happy, healthy life. He is just over 3 years old and weighs in at
67 pounds. He’s got that classic black-over-tan shepherd coat, and

Adult dogs and cats are normally a $75 adoption fee from the SPCA
of Texas. Puppies and kittens under the age of six months are $150.
Adoption fees vary for small mammals, equestrian and livestock.
Fee includes spay/neuter surgery, age-appropriate vaccinations,
a heartworm test for dogs six months and older and a FIV/FeLV
test for cats four months and older, initial flea/tick preventative
and heartworm preventative, a microchip, 30 days of PetHealth
Insurance provided by PetHealth, a free 14-day wellness exam
with VCA Animal Hospitals, a rabies tag and a free leash. The JanRees Jones Animal Care Center is open to the public seven days a
week, noon-6 p.m. Appointments are required for foster animals
and animal housed in the Russell E. Dealey Animal Rescue Center.
Browse available animals at SPCA.org/findapet and visit SPCA.org/
DogAdopt to inquire about a dog or SPCA.org/CatAdopt to inquire
about a cat.
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OPINIONS FROM THE COMMUNITY

Thanksgiving, with Pride
Advice on getting through
the holidays with family

T

hanksgiving is upon us again,
and while most people are looking forward to a day spent with
loved ones, others may be wrestling with
complicated feelings around the holiday.
Thanksgiving is already a very challenging holiday with its oppressive and
problematic history, which is an extremely valid and separate conversation. Still,
it is also an opportunity to share a meal
with people you’re comfortable with,
who make you feel loved and who make
you feel welcome.
But not everyone in our community
is welcome at home, and not everyone
in our community has someone — or
a group of someones — with whom to
have Thanksgiving dinner.
Judith Martin once said, “If you can’t
restrain yourself to treat others with respect, how are you going to get along
with anyone?” That’s challenging advice
to follow because of how disrespected
many LGBTQ people feel and how fearful many LGBTQ people are of what
might happen at a family gathering —
especially one intended to symbolize
gratitude, community, acceptance, love
and togetherness.
Having to face family members who
are openly hostile towards your gender
identity or sexual orientation, having to
go back into the closet around family, not
feeling safe or supported enough to go
home, being homeless due to family rejection or hostility — these are all possibilities many in our community face.
If any of that sounds familiar to you,
know that you have full permission to
take a pass on this year’s family Thanksgiving and instead create your own traditions with your chosen family. Or maybe Google your local community and
outreach centers and see whether they
need volunteers that day to help serve
dinner for those in need or to answer a
helpline or keep an office open.
“It’s just so much more relaxing …
8
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when you’re with people
who you don’t have to explain things to, and there’s
no hurdle of ‘I need to validate my life choices and
my identity,’” Alexander Nicholas, a
second-generation Filipino-American,
explained to the Philadelphia Gay News
in 2019.
Conventional holiday advice tells us to
put aside our differences and remember
that family triumphs over anything else.
But relationships with parents, siblings
and extended family can — and often do
— become increasingly tumultuous for
an LGBTQ person.
So, if you decide to attend a family
gathering, be out and proud — especially if you’ll have an opportunity to
be a role model for kids who might be
present. You might be a lifeline to one of
them.
A big part of holiday survival is to
have a plan and to use this holiday as
an opportunity to learn something about
the other side. If the last decade has
taught us anything, it’s how little we understand and respect one another.
Practice the art of listening, especially before you speak. Given the divisive times we live in, we need to listen
harder to what other people are saying.
Don’t immediately accuse relatives of
being homophobic, transphobic or racist.
While that’s never okay, and you don’t
need to tolerate it, calling someone out
on it won’t change their attitude. Antici-

pate challenges and come prepared with
healthy responses that keep you above
all else, safe.
Budget personal time to decompress.
Brainstorm “safe” or neutral conversation topics ahead of time; don’t overextend yourself financially, and, if religion
is an important part of the holidays for
you, try finding a welcoming congregation.
Being polite has always been a go-to.
Offer to set the table and clear the table.
Eat the leftovers and ask genuine questions. Make good eye contact to show
you’re unafraid, and take that second
piece of pie when offered.
You are the expert on your own experience and needs; try not to worry about
what other people expect of you. You are
still you and should stay true to yourself.
It is also helpful to identify who your
allies are. If you have them amongst
people in your family who will be at the
gathering, try to connect ahead of time.
You can even ask for specific kinds of
support. For example, if you know your
uncle is going to mis-pronoun you but
you have supportive cousins, ask your
cousin what would feel appropriate in
terms of correcting them.
For those who haven’t yet come out,
Thanksgiving offers an opportunity to

get all of your friends and family in one
room to do so. In fact, many people refer
to Thanksgiving as “the other National
Coming Out Day.” Awkwardness is predictable, but expect the unexpected.
On the flipside, you don’t have to
come out on Thanksgiving. Despite how
we move and progress, each family remains a case to be studied, considered,
appreciated and then conquered. Discussions about sexuality and identities remain difficult and, for many, impossible
or impractical. Coming out was, is and
will be hard, scary and sometimes even
dangerous.
This is the time of year for reflection
and gratitude. And even though it may
feel impossible, acknowledge the things
in your life you’re grateful for, or things
you’ve accomplished that you’re proud
of — big and small. Write them down. If
you keep this list in your phone, you can
pull it up whenever/wherever.
Try to have yourselves a Happy
Thanksgiving, and remember, you are
loved, honored and respected. And those
are some incredible reasons to be thankful for.
Finally, remember that you are never
alone. The trained Trevor Lifeline counselors are available 24/7/365 at (866)
488-7386 or via text 678-678.
█
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Voting matters
ANALYSIS: THE MIDTERMS

Local, state and national
organizations weigh in on
election results
DAVID TAFFET | Senior Staff Writer
taffet@dallasvoice.com

allas
County
Democratic Party Chair Kristy
Noble this week
said she is proud
of the work her
organization
did this election cycle. “We held the 12 [legislative]
seats that we had, and, historically in a
midterm election, that is a win,” she explained.
In addition, three of 14 Dallas County
legislative seats will be held by LGBTQ
representatives, and that’s a major win
for equality, she added.
“And if we want to talk about turnout,
Dallas at 43.7 percent was only second
to Travis County and is 10 points better
than 2014, which is most comparable
previous election,” she said.
Noble acknowledged statewide results were disappointing, but in future
elections, she said, Dallas County will
be a leader in making those offices flip.
She pointed out that Gov. Greg Abbott
is already signaling the direction he’ll
be taking in his upcoming term: He’s
calling for an investigation into Harris
County’s election. The state’s largest
county had some issues with some of its
voting machines.
“I haven’t seen anything concerning,”
Noble said. “But Abbott will push it in
the direction of the election deniers to
continue the path of denying equal access to the ballot box. That will result in
more voter suppression legislation.”
Noble said Abbott will try hard but
ultimately won’t be able to prove any
impropriety.
While the Dallas delegation to the
Texas Legislature will work for equality mostly by derailing bad legislation in
committee, Noble said she is especially
worried about any bills relating to wom10
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Dallas County Democratic Party Chair Kristy Noble speaks at an Election Night gathering (David
Taffet/Dallas Voice)

en’s right to choose regarding reproductive healthcare. “We know Democratic
legislators will do anything within their
power to protect the rights, health and
lives of pregnant Texans,” Noble said.
Joni Madison, interim president of the
Human Right Campaign, was optimistic
about election results nationally, even
though control of the House of Representatives will likely go to Republicans.
The Senate, however, remains under
Democratic control.
“Voters across the nation have sent a
message with this election — they want
a pro-equality majority, one that respects
the rights of all people in this country, to
set the course for the United States Senate,” Madison said. “America can look
forward to a Senate that will respect and
advance LGBTQ rights, abortion rights,
voting rights and so many more freedoms that we all count on.”
In a press release, Equality Texas
wrote, “This election was about sending
a message that no matter who holds the
reins of power in our state, LGBTQ Texans and our allies will never stop pushing for a better future. While we did not
win every election or change the balance
of power, there were victories that deserve to be celebrated.”

Victory Fund Press Secretary Albert
Fujii called this month’s midterms “overwhelmingly positive” for the LGBTQ
community, noting that 60 percent of
his organization’s endorsed candidates
won and a record number of trans and
non-binary people will take office in
January. And, he pointed out, two states
elected lesbian governors.
“Both [governors] have a track record
protecting LGBT and abortion rights,”
Fujii said. “They have the opportunity
to be outspoken national leaders.” And
as the nation’s first lesbian governors,
eyes from around the country will be on
them as they become national figures, so
“Symbolically, they’ll have a lot of power,” he added.
On the importance of the increase in
LGBTQ state legislators in Texas and
across the country, Fujii talked about the
personal relationships each new lawmaker will make and quoted Sen. Tammy Baldwin, who has said, “If you’re not
in the room, the conversation is about
you. If you’re in the room, the conversation is with you.”
Fujii also pointed out that all the anti-trans legislation proposed and passed
in states across the country in the last
two years backfired on the extremist

right-wing. In fact, these attacks on the
trans community and specifically trans
youth encouraged a record number of
trans and non-binary people to run for
office. And a record number of them
won their races.
Victory Fund CEO Annise Parker said
she is delighted with how LGBTQ candidates fared in the election. Even with
New York’s loss of two gay congressmen, the LGBTQ congressional caucus
will increase by two. One of those winners is a Trump-supporting election-denier.
“We only endorse candidates who are
pro-choice and trans-positive. We didn’t
endorse him, but we’re working with
him,” she said of George Santos from
Long Island.
Another closely watched congressional race was that of incumbent Sharice
Davids, a lesbian from Kansas. When
Republicans redrew her district from
more urban to rural, Davids changed
committees to better represent her new
constituents and won handily. Parker
described Davids as smart and having
great experience to represent her district.
Parker the three new LGBTQ members of the Texas House of Representatives will provide “additional voices
against the expected ugliness.” She said
all three will champion different issues
as they represent their varied districts,
but she expects Beaumont’s Christian
Manual Hayes, who served as his predecessor’s chief of staff and knows how the
Legislature works, to move quickly into
Democratic Party leadership.
Parker said she expects the worst to
come from the Senate, where, she said,
Lt. Gov. Dan Patrick just changes to rules
when it suits him. “If we elected more
Democrats, he would change the number needed to move things in the Senate,” she said.
In Austin’s mayoral runoff, Parker
said she thinks Celia Israel has an excellent chance to win. “When she entered
the race, all the pundits said, ‘No way,’”
Parker said. But even though Israel was
outspent more than 3-to-1, she still received the most votes among the six canVOTING, Page 18

Different stories
JUSTICE

Gaby Vidana-Pereyra

Police say trans woman
‘went crazy’ before committing
‘cold-blooded murder’
DAVID TAFFET | Senior Staff Writer
taffet@dallasvoice.com

hen Gaby
Vidana-Pereyra accepted a plea deal
in the May 19,
2021, murder
of Victor Suarez, those who
attended the hearing to support the
Dallas trans woman still had questions
about what happened.
Vidana-Pereyra told friends she shot
Suarez in self-defense. But had she
stuck to that story in court, it would
have been illegal under Texas law for
Judge Brandon Birmingham to accept
the plea deal. He would have been required to order the case go to trial.
But the defendant agreed to the terms
of the plea deal and, as part of that arrangement, forfeited the right to an ap-

peal as well as the right to claim self-defense. With no evidence presented in
court, her family and friends were left
frustrated.
Documents received by Dallas Voice
through a Freedom of Information Act
request and retrieved evidence provided some answers.
Among the discrepancies highlighted
by those documents was the fact that
while the defendant claimed she called
911 to surrender to police, police report
that it actually took a SWAT team to get
her out of her apartment.
Stacey Monroe, one of Vidana-Pereya’s supporters, retrieved the defendant’s phone from evidence. Call history on that phone does indeed show she
made a call to 911.
But SWAT was surrounding her
apartment at the time of her arrest.
“I believe that’s when Gaby called
them to tell the 911 operator she wanted
to turn herself in,” Monroe said. “The
operator told her to surrender to the
swat team.”
But the police report doesn’t back
up that version of events, either. SWAT
says Vidana-Pereyra surrendered only
after police fired gas cannisters into her
apartment.
Then there was the defendant’s claim
that the victim pulled a gun on her.
They wrestled for it, and she got it out
of his hands. She said shots were fired
in the car.
But no trace of blood was found in
the car. No shell casings were found in
the car, either, police reports indicate.
According to those reports, there was
no evidence of a struggle for the gun on
video, and it’s not clear who the gun belonged to.
The account in the police report is
quite gruesome: “At approximately 2:05
a.m., video surveillance shows complainant Victor Suarez running away
from suspect Pablo Vidana-Pereyra
while the suspect is shooting multiple
times at the complainant from behind.”
(Vidana-Pereyra is misgendered and
dead-named throughout the report.)
It gets worse from there, describing
STORIES, Page 18
11.18.22
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Fighting

extremism
in the schools
IN THE SCHOOLS

Keller ISD parent pledges to
fight back after school board
bans more books
TAMMYE NASH | Managing Editor
nash@dallasvoice.com

rustees in the Keller
Independent School
District, located in
Tarrant County, just
north of Fort Worth,
voted Monday, Nov.
14, to ban from
school libraries any
book discussing gender fluidity. It was
just the latest book-banning vote by the
board, which is dominated by far rightwing trustees elected just last spring
after campaigning on a promise to get
pornography out of the schools.
The vote in Keller came the same night
that the Frisco ISD board unanimously
passed a new policy requiring students
to use restrooms at school aligning with
their “biological sex,” or gender assigned at birth. The new policy does not
keep the district from providing reason14
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able accommodations, such as a private
bathroom, upon request.
Parents and advocates on both sides
of the issues showed up at the school
board meetings in both Frisco and
Keller. And one Keller parent insists the
fight in that school district isn’t over yet.
Laney Hawes, a Keller mother of four,
was one of the crowd she estimated at
about 75 people who showed up at the
Keller ISD board meeting to address the
new book ban — about half in favor and
half opposed. She said while neither she
nor, as far as she knows, any of her children are LGBTQ, she has friends and
loved ones who are, and she is determined to stand up for them.
“The only way to stop this, to change
things, is to shine a light on what’s happening,” Hawes said. “They say sunlight is the best disinfectant, so we have
to bring the sunlight in.
“We have to go to these meetings
and speak up, speak out against the
hate,” she continued. “By speaking
out, we let others know that they are
not alone, and that’s really important.”
Hawes explained that the Keller ISD
SCHOOLS, Page 16
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SCHOOLS, From Page 14
board was one of four school boards
in the area targeted by the Patriot Mobile Action PAC, a right-wing political
action committee started by Patriot
Mobile, a right-wing Christian-owned
mobile phone service company. The
PAC prides itself on getting 11 members elected to the school boards in
Grapevine-Colleyville ISD, Southlake
ISD and Mansfield ISD as well as Keller
ISD.
The four Patriot Mobile-backed candidates in Keller, Hawes said, ran on
a promise to “get porn out of school
libraries. No one wants true porn in
a school library, but we all knew that
what they meant was any book about
LGBTQ people. There was no porn
in the school libraries; it was all just
fear-mongering tactics.”
Hawes said the PAC funded its candidates in Keller to the tune of about
half a million dollars in races that normally total about $3,000 in campaign
expenses. That, combined with low
turnout gave the right-wingers four of
the seven school board seats and, with
that, control over the district.
“Voter turnout was about 10 percent, but 100 percent of the extremists
showed up,” Hawes said. “Most people
in our community had no idea what
was going on. And by the time they figured it out, it was too late.”
Hawes said the new board members
have taken over the board completely
and that the other three trustees usually only find out what’s planned for
board meetings at the same time everyone else does — when the agenda is
published publicly.
She said that in August, the board
put into place a new rubric determining
what books would be allowed into the
district’s libraries. Any book already in
the libraries that does not meet requirements will be removed, and any books
being considered for purchase that
do meet requirements will be turned
down.
Hawes said board members promised that their new rubric would not
specifically target LGBTQ students
or topics, and the original rubric, indeed, did not mention anything about
LGBTQ people or issues. This week’s
addition prohibiting discussion of gender fluidity, however, crosses that line.
“We went into [Monday night’s]
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meeting knowing we were going to
lose,” Hawes said of herself and other
LGBTQ advocates. “If it’s on the agenda, it’s already approved. We knew
that. But we had to speak up. Because
if we are not speaking out against it, it
will go completely unchallenged. If you
are seeing this happen in your school, it
has to be you who speaks up.”
While only about half of those who
spoke at the Monday night meeting
supported the new ban, Hawes said,
those speaking in favor of it were especially strident.”
“About 90 percent of the ones speaking in favor of the ban were reading
from Scripture and talking about perverts. It was really awful,” Hawes said.
“I knew the hate existed in our community, and I thought I was ready for what
I was going to hear. But I wasn’t ready.
It was awful.”
She said that as a person who has “a
complicated relationship” with religion
due to her own upbringing, it was especially hard to hear verses from the
Bible that she had always associated
with God’s love and forgiveness “being used to spew hate. It was really
jarring for me, really painful. Many of
the Scriptures evoke positive feelings
and memories for me, but to hear those
Scriptures used as a weapon against
people I love really wreaks havoc on
my soul.”
Even though they have lost this battle, Hawes vowed that for her and other advocates for equality, the war continues — even though she and others
are already the “targets of significant
harassment” from right-wing forces
angry that they pushing back.
She said they are contacting lawyers
and civil rights organizations to plan
next steps and see about any legal action that can be taken.
“We have the ACLU of Texas involved now, and we are talking to some
nonprofit legal organizations. We have
the attention of groups in Texas that
fight for equality,” Hawes said. “We
are going to keep fighting, keep being
loud. Because if we are loud enough,
we can help people in our community.
“This school board is making policies to try and erase people, including
people I love,” she added. “In the end,
the only thing that can stop it is people
voting against it.”		
█

STORIES, From Page 11
the defendant hunting down her prey:
“At some point the complainant was
shot while running away, and his hat fell
down near a dumpster that he hid at.
There was blood on the hat that fell near
the dumpster. After approximately 2
minutes of hiding, suspect ... Vidana-Pereyra found the complainant and began
chasing after him again.”
According to the police report, written
two days after the May 2021 shooting,
Vidana-Pereyra first claimed self-defense but later admitted guilt.
“The suspect initially tried to claim
self-defense but later admitted that he
just ‘went crazy’ when he shot and killed
the complainant in the back,” detectives
wrote.
“The suspect also took us to where
he had hid the murder weapon,” they
continued. “The murder weapon was recovered in Hines Park near Harry Hines
and Raceway in NW Dallas roughly a
few miles away from where the offense
occurred. The murder weapon was
wrapped up in several bags and was
near a small lake when it was recovered
by detectives. ...”
So in the plea deal Vidana-Pereyra
signed, in which she is sentenced to 15
years in prison, she admits to having
committed first degree murder and that
she “went crazy” at the point she committed that murder.
And yet the questions remain. If she
did act in self-defense, why take the plea

deal? In a state where lawmakers routinely target transgender people, was
she afraid that not taking the plea deal
could lead to a trial that would end up in
a much harsher sentence handed down
by a judge or jury harboring transphobia?
And why did she shoot Victor Suarez?
What made her “go crazy”? Was she really afraid that night that she was about
to become the next name on the list of
murdered trans women?
Three trans women had already been
murdered in Texas by that night in 2021,
and 27 trans people had been murdered
in the U.S. in 2021 by the time Vidana-Pereyra shot Suarez on May 19. By the end
of the year, the number of trans or gender-nonconforming people who died violently in the U.S. had reached 57, with
eight murders happening in Texas.
The violence has continued into
2022. At least 32 trans and gender-nonconforming people have died violently in the U.S. this year, three of them
— Marisela Castro and Paloma Vasquez
of Houston and Cypress Ramos of Lubbock — in Texas.
Transgender victims of violence will
be honored Sunday, Nov. 20, in a Transgender Day of Remembrance Service
hosted by Northaven Church at 11211
Preston Road, in conjunction with Lakewood United Methodist Church and
Oak Lawn United Methodist Church in
Dallas, beginning at 5 p.m.
█

VOTING, From Page 10
didates on the ballot.
Parker said Israel’s opponent, Kirk
Watson, is a strong LGBTQ ally, but Israel came in first by offering the most creative ideas for solving Austin’s housing
and traffic problems.
Parker said the lesson Victory Fund
took away from this election is, “It is not
a negative to be openly LGBT. The right
candidate with the right message can
win.”
And while Victory Fund endorses candidates, its non-profit arm, Victory Institute trains candidates to fill the pipeline. If we don’t run, we can’t play, she
explained.
With races in February and May, Parker said her organizations has already
begun the endorsement process for
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2023. And Victory Institute has begun
candidate training. The first week in
December it will run its national leadership conference. On it’s website, the organization has begun building a virtual
library of resources for people thinking
of running.
Parker also explained that anyone interested in serving in the Biden administration should contact Victory Fund.
More than 15 percent of the approximately 4,000 administration positions
are filled by LGBTQ people, and midterms is a time for turnover.
Two of the people working in the presidential personnel office used to work at
Victory Fund, so the organizations maintains an excellent relationship with the
administration, Parker said.
█

Holiday
gift guide
twenty twenty two

good taste
How can
you go
wrong with
food and
beverage?
Everyone
eats and
drinks.
But these
gift ideas
can really
add some
flavor to the
holidays.
Hopefully
your gift
recipients
will share.

Bacon for the win

Bacon lovers will love you forever for giving them TBJ Gourmet Bacon Jam, made with real bacon,
brown sugar and caramelized onions to create a tasty spread, dip or marinade all in one. Snacks and
basic foods can level up with this gourmet jam that comes in a three-flavor pack: Maple Bacon Jam,
Habanero Bacon Jam, Bacon and Fig Jam. $35. Or for those cases of bacon fever, TBJ offers its
Gourmet Emergency Bacon Kit to save the day. The kit includes a 9 oz. jar of the bacon jam with a jar
of smoked bacon salt and maple sugar rub. The best part is TBJ uses all-natural ingredients that are
ethically sourced. $38. TBJGourmet.com and at Amazon.

Eva Solo CafeSolo Coffee Maker

Who doesn’t have a coffee lover on their gift list? This maker uses the
immersion method for a simple brew. Just spoon ground coffee beans
into the flask, add hot water, stir the mixture, and insert the filter. Wait
a few and then pour and serve. How easy is that? Plus, it’s drip free,
which your recipient will definitely appreciate. $99.95. Cribsi.com.

Sunday Best Cookbook by
Adrienne Cheatham

Acacia Wood Wine Flight Board

Adrienne Cheatham’s first cookbook
is part of her mission to dress Southern/
soul food up in its Sunday best (see what
she did there?) Through clever technique,
unexpected ingredients, or just adding some
of that extra finesse through garnishing
or thoughtful plating, Cheatham applies
classic French training and her experience
of working in notable NYC kitchens such
Le Bernardin and Red Rooster to prove
that Southern/soul cuisine deserves a place
at the table and in the narrative of serious
cuisine. $35.

The pairing of slate and acacia wood elevates this wine flight board to impress the wine lover on your
gift-giving list. Four cutouts hold one glass each of that chardonnay or bordeaux of a special vintage, while a
smooth, tapered handle ensures ease of transport. The board includes chalk for labeling. $39.95. Cribsi.com.

Molly Bz cookies

These oversize gourmet cookies
by the women-owned Molly Bz are
infused with tasty alcohol extracts
but without the actual alcohol. We
know! But that doesn’t mean one
can’t Indulge in a variety of explosive
flavors like maple buttercream with
real smokey bacon and whiskey
flavoring. Or perhaps chocolate
and ground espresso mixed with
rum flavoring. Can we get us some
white chocolate, Earl Gray tea, lemon
buttercream and vanilla extract
cookies? Why yes we can. Available
in half-dozen and full-dozen as well
as three-packs. $12.59 (3-pack box);
$23.99 (half-dozen box); and $45.99
(dozen box). MollyBz.com and at
Amazon.
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house beautiful
Dulce vita

Whether
you are
buying for
yourself or
for loved
ones, these
gifts can
transform a
home either
for the
holidays or
for all time.
Tiny art to
big art can
add a pop
of color
anywhere
while
realistic
greenery
can bring
the outside
in — sorta.

Gay-owned and local, Dulce
is serving up opulence for days.
Add some glamour to the tree
with holiday heirlooms from The
Waterford Ornament Collection, but
act fast. These are in limited supply.
From $25. Go abstract with Dulce’s
selection of stainless steel sculptures
created locally that come in a variety
of colors and sizes. $220-$1,200.
Giving off reflective rainbow vibes
the shop’s holographic Monstera
leaf sculpture shines. These and
others like it stand tall in a variety
of styles. From $35. Dulce Interior
Consignment Showplace, 1208 N.
Riverfront Blvd. MyDulce.com.

Queen on a tree

House of Diamonds’ What
a Drag Ornaments Collection
offers eight sparkling drag queen
ornaments for the holiday tree — or
hell, just leave them up all year!
Handcrafted, glittered and painted
for a bright and festive look,
these queens will bring a festive
atmosphere to the place. $45.
Available at TapeLenders,
3926 Cedar Springs Road.
214-528-6444. TapeLenders.com.

What Would Dolly Do?

She might just give these cute tea towels as
presents. This small, southern family-owned
business creates magnets, patches and
other giftable embroidered items but these
tea towels are too adorable. Forget the tea
because these are great to pack for traveling
to dab the beads of sweat when other flyers
stress you out or to clean glasses or wipe
down smartphones. So versatile! Your friends
and family will always love you with these
gifts. $15. The-Little-Nest.com.

Lights up

Go vintage with a pair of 1960s lamps with
Danish ceramic and wood but with modernperiod style three-tier fiberglass shades.
Can we say “Gorgeous?” $1,050.
Lula B’s at 1010 N Riverfront Blvd. or
1982 Fort Worth Ave. LulaBsDallas.com.

Fir reals

Wall art

BIG Wall Décor is a two-part wall art system that makes owning
— or gifting — large wall art easy and affordable. Artist-designed
work is printed on durable fabric and then inserted tautly into the
portable metal frame for a smooth, frameless finish. BWD works
with new generation artists to create a variety of oversized art
pieces from 24”x 24” up to 72”x108”. Hyuuuuge! From $125.
BigWallDecor.com.

To get you in the gift-giving
spirit, maybe some green by
National Tree Company will
inspire your holiday mood.
Transform the home with a
Pre-Lit Artificial Christmas
Garland. At nine feet long
and decorated with pine
cones and berry clusters the
garland is made to look and
feel lifelike yet is made with
hypo-allergenic, fire-resistant
materials. $70.99. For the
door, NTC’s Pre-Lit Artificial
Christmas Wreath comes
with 100 clear lights or with
multicolor lights; warm white
or multicolor LED lights;
battery-operated LEDs in
warm white, multicolor or
Dual Color on its 36-inch
diameter. $113.99. Need a
tree but not the lumberjacktype to go chop one down?
NTC’s Downswept Douglas
Fir stands at almost eight feet
pre-lit with 750 Dual Color
LED lights, and the Feel Real
branches won’t give away
your secrets. $764.99. Shop.
NationalTree.com.

Local art

Original art can say so much as a gift, and
from a local is even better. Dallas-based gay
pop artist Robb Conover has created two
pieces for this holiday season, “Evergreen”
and “Love” which are available through him
directly. The oil paintings are on 6X6-inch
canvases, making them easy to display in a
variety of places. $60 each.
FB: @Robb.Conover.
11.18.22
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to your health
The Hao Life

These
gifts can
delight your
health nut
or kickstart
those
fitness
journeys
for the new
year. From
outdoor
cycling to
radiant
skin and
even some
tart shots
to drink,
check out
this range
of health
and beauty
gift ideas.

The Hao Life is a premium, super-charged
superblend line that brings traditional Chinese
medicine for modern day living using vegan, crueltyfree and all-natural ingredients. Surface Appeal, $88,
clears toxins and nourishes skin at the roots for a
more radiant glow. Sharp Focus, $66, uses Reishi and
Lion’s Mane Mushrooms to relieve foggy-headedness
and memory loss and also stimulates and calms the
mind. Shop these and other products at TheHaoLife.
com.

Pickle Juice

Few things are more painful — or more
inconvenient — than a sudden muscle
cramp during or after a workout. And Pickle
Juice is the only product on the market
scientifically proven to stop muscle cramps.
Whether you are missing something from
your diet, exhausted from exercise, or
dealing with poor circulation: Pickle Juice
can not only stop you from cramping
immediately, it also helps you recover with
its blend of vitamins and minerals. Prices
vary. Available in stores and online at
PicklePower.com.

DNA Vibe’s Jazz Band Live

We know. It sounds like concert tickets for a show, but that’s another
section. This innovative device is wearable light therapy for some
natural, push-button healing. After a workout or hike or heck, just ever
yday, the Jazz Band Live can offer pulsing or vibrating relief in your
joints, back, neck and all your stressed out muscles. And it’s vers, with
its battery pack, car charger and a traditional plug.
$249. DNAVibe.com.

Denago’s Commute 1 eBike

The newest addition to Denago’s line is the ultimate sport
utility eBike that combines power and comfort with some
power behind it. A 500 watt rear motor, 28 mph pedal assist
and throttle and a 3-4 hour quick recharge really puts the
pedal to the metal. $1,999. Bike.com.

Loaded Boards

Adults young and not-as-young can get
loaded this holiday and not in the usual way.
Try a longboard from Loaded Boards offers hip,
stylish skateboards and modern boards like the
new Tarab II, designed for advanced longboard
dancing because that’s a thing. The Mata Hari is
more compact for more technical freestyling. Or
try mini cruisers like the Coyote and the Ballona.
The company also has board collaborations with
world-renowned artists and designers such as
Yucatan-based Hola Lou, illustrator Teddy Kelly,
and others. Prices range from $219-$444.
LoadedBoards.com.

Electrolit Zero

It gets hot in Texas — sometimes even in the winter — and
it’s easy to work up a sweat when
you are working out, and all that
sweating can leave you thirsty in
more ways than one. Electrolit
and Electrolit Zero, produced with
pharmaceutical quality grade ingredients and offered in a variety
of flavors, get you rehydrated fast
and ready for more fun. $35.99/12
pack. Amazon.com
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raising the bar
Spirits can
definitely add
to the spirit of
the holidays.
A strong drink
can warm up
the coldest day
and elevate
a party or
dinner with
sophistication
and flavor.

House of Aberfeldy
scotch

Wolf Point Straight
Bourbon

This single barrel release has
flavors and characters unique to
the individual barrel with notes of
vanilla, brown sugar and oak. Aged
at least three years in new charred
American oak barrels, the straight
bourbon is 92 proof and loosely
filtered for a distinguished taste.
$46. WolfPointDistilling.com.

Known as “The Golden Dram”
because of its water source, the
Pitilie Burn, House of Aberfeldy
is an ideal gift for all scotch and
spirits lovers. Consider any of the
below marques, with options for
everyone, no matter where they are
on their whisky journey. The House
of Aberfeldy includes: Aberfeldy
12 Year Old, a smooth dram that
features a honeyed sweetness
paired with notes of spiced vanilla,
fudge and pineapple, $60; the
16 Year Old, a perfectly-aged
whisky rich with notes of honey,
dark chocolate and undertones
of fruitcake, $144; The 21 Year
Old, offering a complex flavor with
notes of honey paired perfectly
with the flavors of toasted coconut
and dried fruits, $224. Sold at
major liquor retailers.
Aberfeldy.com.

Beringer Vineyards luxury wines
Craigellachie 13
Armagnac Cask Finish

Launched this August,
Craigellachie initially matured for
13 years in American oak, in a
combination of refilled and recharred bourbon barrels. Tastes
of baked apples dusted with
cinnamon and notes of caramel
shortcake are offset by signature
syrupy pineapples and fiery bonfire
night aromas. Ummm, delicious!
$64.99. At all major liquor stores
and outlets. Cragellachie.com.

The Private Reserve Napa Valley Cabernet Sauvignon
and Private Reserve Chardonnay are the perfect red
and white options to gift to the wine lovers in your
life or to serve with your own holiday meals. The
2018 Cabernet Sauvignon is rich and deep in flavor
with a combination of fresh berry notes resulting in a
structured character with a long, textured finish. Pairs
well with beef dishes. $175. Beringer Vineyards 2020
Private Reserve Napa Valley Chardonnay is layered
and complex in classic Californian character. The label
features expressive aromas of citrus blossom, jasmine
and lemon curd, with tropical flavors of white nectarine,
peach and grilled pineapple. The well-integrated oak
shows notes of brioche, vanilla and ginger spice for a
fresh finish that could make an ideal summer wine —
but why wait til then? $50.

St. Germain Royale Dash

The St. Germain Royale Dash delivers
a dash of St. Germain elderflower liqueur
into two champagne flutes to create this
Royale cocktail flush with the sweetness
of fresh elderflowers. Surrounding the
bottle of St. Germain are holders for
garnishes to personalize and add a touch
of je ne sais quoi to the serve. Fancy!
Champagne flutes not included. $250.
ReserveBar.com.

Holiday slippers

What’s a better way to tell
someone you care by keeping
their toesies warm – but with
some sass for good measure.
REEF, the surf-inspired footwear
brand has teamed up with holiday
apparel company Tipsy Elves
for a cheeky gift for friends and
family who will either get the joke
or just might be on your naughty
list. The limited-edition collection
of cozy men’s and women’s
slipper styles may shower them
with attention but also keep them
comfortable around the house
and sitting with the family for the
holidays. $54.95. TipsyElves.com.

Gay apparel
You should
always dress
for the occasion, and the
holidays are
no exception.
Here are some
suggestions
for gifts that
help your
beloved don
their gayest
apparel.

Rufskin lounging shorts

These sport-lounge shorts offer major comfort with
its like-buttah soft double-sided brushed knit in a deep
forest hue. They stretch for lunging, deathdrops, high
kicks while also showing off those quads. Your gym rat
and thicc-legged friends will appreciate that. Available in
five colors total. $69. Rufskin.com.

Sweater weather

BESPOKE MODA’s red
turtleneck sweater steps
up the cozy weather
apparel game. The
simplicity is what makes
it stylish but it also hugs
the body in all the right
and comfy ways. A red
sweater is kind of a must
for the season, but it’s
also available in other
colors. $59. Skivvies
4001 Cedar Springs
Road. 214-559-4955.
FB: @skivviesdallas.

Five Farms Irish Cream
Liqueur

There are three good reasons to
gift this liqueur. First, it’s the world’s first
farm-to-table Irish cream liqueur with
cream from five generational familyowned farms in County Cork, Ireland.
Next, what sets this apart is that the
dairy cream richness is combined with
10 percent Irish whiskey as opposed to
other brands that use less than – LESS
THAN – 1 percent. Finally, there’s the
charming aesthetic: The package is a
replica of the milk bottles from an earlier
time with a ceramic swing-top cap
swinging from a metal handle. $32.99.
FiveFarmsIrishCream.com.
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bedazzled

KIL NYC Teras
Collection

Don your GAY apparel
Year after year voted

BEST APPAREL

Planning to go above and beyond for a significant
other this holiday? Joe Pacetti always has you
covered. Pacetti’s reputation for high-quality jewelry
is solid, as are these gold cufflink pieces. These will
make quite the impression at all future black tie affairs
for, like, forever. Cufflinks include 18k Yellow Gold
Diamond & Ruby paisley motif for $8,500; 18k white
gold FC Brio B. Sapphire 15ct TW & Diamond 0.50ct
for $22,000 or 18k white gold Sapphire and diamond
George Gero cufflinks for $9,500. JPacetti.com.

Rebus is the UK’s premier creator of award-winning
hand-crafted signet rings. Hand engravers and
goldsmiths make each ring to order for a strong personal
statement. The Oxford 55 reimagines Rebus’ signature
ring with a heavier, wider design featuring a 55-degree
face. The single-mined-ore yellow gold is available in 9K,
14K or 18K and can be customized with initials and other
options. RebusSignetRings.com. Download art.

Bond Touch More

3906 Cedar Springs
214.528.1955
Explore:
outlinesmenswear.com
dallasvoice.com

J Pacetti Precious Jewels

Rebus Oxford 55 signet ring

Come
explore
your
OUTLINE...
with the
sexiest
apparel
in Big D!

26

The
holidays
are a time
to shine,
and these
accessories
can
certainly
help with
that. Or,
for a more
unique
type of
accessory,
one can
help you
keep in
touch with
a loved
one. But for
sure, these
items add
something
special
to the
sentiment.

Clash of the titans? More
like Splash of the titans.
Queer jewelry designer
Konstantinos Leoussis
turned to mythology for
his Teras collection line.
Pendants, cuffs and rings
depict characters such as
Medusa, Chimaera and
Harpy for a whole new
type of bling. Each piece
is made to order, allowing
customers to choose their
desired metal and options
for gemstone accents. KILNYC.com. Download art.
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This product connects
up to four loved ones by
sending messages through
touch. Haptic tech mimics the
sensation of human touch so
you know when your loved
one is thinking of you. Great
for families and polys. The
emotional wearable and app
enables users to experience
customizable pulsed and lit
messages, photos, texts and
more, even when miles apart.
$89. Bond-Touch.com.

Take dining to
the next level…

Come dine and play
with us...

5757 Main St. Frisco + 214.308.9080 + nerdvanafrisco.com
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carry on
Solo’s Duane
Hybrid bag

Whether you are
commuting or spending
a weekend with that new
potential person from
Bumble, the right size bag
comes in handy. Available in
a variety of colors, this bag
converts from briefcase to a
backpack in seconds while
looking snazzy and sleek
the whole way through. The
Duane Hybrid also features
a fully padded laptop sleeve
and an internal sleeve for a
tablet along with two front
pockets for added storage
and easy access. $64.99.
Solo-NY.com.

Whether
it’s for a
road trip
or a plane
ride, travel
gifts can
make any
excursion
into a more
pleasant
one.
Whether it’s
a bag or an
accessory,
anything
to make
the trip a
fun one is
a welcome
gift

Briggs & Riley Baseline
Essential Carry-On
Spinner

How about a stay at drag performer Trixie Mattel’s motel for a holiday gift? Talk about the
unexpected but also kinda awesome gift! The story of the Trixie Motel played out on the titular
Discovery+ show. But see the place up close whether with your friend or partner or whatever. Enjoy
the abundant hot pink exteriors and colorful suites and a dip in the fabulous retro pool. Rates vary.
TrixieMotel.com.

Copper Mountain

Seems like the best idea lately
when traveling is not to check in
your luggage. So carry-on is the
way to go, and this Briggs & Riley
Baseline Essential Carry-On Spinner
makes it easy. Featuring one-touch
CX-technology which expands the
bag and compresses it for travel.
What? The bag comes with shock
absorbing wheels, an easy-access
SpeedThru pocket for safe storage
and a built-in tri-fold garment folder.
$699. Briggs-Riley.com.

For the DC comics
fan in your life, these
sculptures turn heroes
into 3D art. From the
pages of Batman:
The Killing Joke, this
Batman is designed
by artist Brian Bolland.
$150. Or straight from
Krypton is this new bust
of Supergirl with a new
costume and origin
from DC. $69.99. Zeus
Comics & Collectibles,
1334 Inwood Road.
ZeusComics.com.

Looking
for a lastminute
gift, or for
something
a little bit
different
for that
friend who
is, well,
a little bit
different?
Or maybe
you need
a gift for
the person
who has
everything.
Here are
some ideas
dallasvoice.com

Copper Mountain is officially
open for its 50th winter season
and offers beginner and
intermediate runs. A trip to these
mountains is the perfect gift for
the ski fan in your life, who will
enjoy this Colorado resort with
its 155 trails and more than 2,500
acres for skiing, four mountain
bowls and Woodward Mountain
Park. CopperColorado.com.

Super gifts

This
and That

28

Motel Nights

Dog days

Subtle in design, this Italgem Steel ion-plated
stainless steel CZ dog tag can add a specific bit
of bling to leather parties and bear roundups. The
inches measure up — 22 inches for the chain. Now
that’s something to show off. $180. Outlines Men’s
Wear, 3906 Cedar Springs Road. 214-528-1955.
OutlinesMenswear.com
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Tom of Finland
coloring book

Containing more than 40 of
Tom’s pen-and-ink illustrations,
Tom of Finland’s first-ever
coloring book will bring hours
of fun. Give your friends the
chance to color some of Tom’s
most famous erotic queer art
with all the big bulges, butts
and beef ToF is famous for.
$24.99. Alternatives,
1720 W. Mockingbird Lane,
214-630-7071.
NewFineArtsAlternatives.com.

Game nights

Queer-centric games can
really change up game nights
with friends. Hopefully they
will host after you give them
one of these board games
like Borderlands Tiny Tina. It’s
just like being in a romantic
comedy. $50. Thirsty Sword
Lesbians celebrates the love,
power and existence of queer
people. $30. Common Ground
Games, 1314 Inwood Road.
BoardGamesDallas.com.
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2618 Oak Lawn
Dallas, Texas 75219
214-526-0100

¡Start your holiday
shopping early!
Get a FREE $20 gift card
when you buy a $100 card or
a $10 gift card when you buy a $50 card.

CampuzanosMexicanFood.com
11.18.22
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all the stuffing
These
stocking
stuffers
may not
all fit in the
stocking
but
certainly
add a bit
of extra to
your gift
giving.

Kodak Moments acrylic photo block

Is there a better gift than to give a photo of yourself? One of our colleagues
thought that with his own photo block, and clearly, it’s fabulous fun. Handpolished blocks of premium acrylic bring a crystal clear focus to your
favorite photographs for a clean, timeless look. The textured black backing
transforms your photos with vibrancy, depth and a stand-alone allure
perfect for the wall, desk or bathroom — because why not? $25-$44.99.
KodakMoments.com.

I’m Flaming Gay candle

Candles are a staple for gift-giving, but one that
comes with a gift inside? This flamer comes with some
anticipation built in: As the wax heats up, the candle will
eventually reveal a printed message in the glass cup letting
everyone know you are a flaming gay. The packaging
comes with a card with the secret message written on it.
Make sure you remove before giving the candle as a gift to
keep the surprise. $15. 54Celsius.com

Celebrity Cameos

This may be more of a virtual stocking stuffer but definitely a fun one. Want to give your loved
ones a celebrity this year? Cameo has a roster of actors, musicians, athletes, chefs, influencers,
game show hosts, personalities, cartoons and every talent category in between ready to create
a video message or deliver a live call. You can give Shangela, Lance Bass, Carson Kressley or
even that dreamy Jeremy Piven. Plus, these are perfect gifts for those
who have everything — or who don’t really want any more stuff. No delivery, no shipping,
just viewing. Prices begin at $5 but average $100. Cameo.com.
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Matthew Dean Stewart candles

Stewart is a Brooklyn-based candle maker.
During the pandemic he found his love for
creating handmade, queer specific items fit
for anyone’s home. Each candle represents
different parts of our community and is meant to
spark a special reaction. Each candle such as
Plant Daddy and Steam Room scents are hand
poured with all the queer joy in Brooklyn, NY.
$17-$22. MatthewDeanStewart.com.

Hallmark Becoming Yourself
Butterfly ornament

Queer up the tree with this colorful
ornament. This silver-toned metal design
features a glossy enamel fill in a rainbow
array of colors on the butterfly wings. This
can be a beautiful way to celebrate your
partner, friends or your allies. $17.99.
Hallmark.com. Requested art.

GAYPIN’s

Literally, the creators of GAYPIN’ say
everything you need to know: “One chilly
night in the fall of 2016 we were drinking
a (few) bottle(s) of wine, and we were
talking about pins making a resurgence.
We noticed there was a gaping hole in the
market for a company that focused on
gay+queer pins. We combined our fierce fag
powers to launch GAYPIN’.
“We want folks wearing our pins to look
down at their lapel and feel their community
there with them at any time of feeling alone
or uncomfortable. On top of that, they’re
fucking cute and fun to wear.”
There you have it. $12. GaypinGuys.com,
BoardGamesDallas.com.
11.18.22
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PLAN YOUR WEEK

n Nov: 20: Transgender Day of
Remembrance service
Northaven Church in conjunction with
Lakewood UMC and Oak Lawn UMC hold a
brief service to remember those killed because
they were perceived to be transgender/
transexual at Northaven Church, 11211
Preston Road at 5 p.mw.
n Nov. 20: Toy Drive
Toy drive benefits the children at the Vogel
Alcove. Bring unwrapped toys and books
from 5-7 p.m. to HerStudio Dallas,
1409 Botham Jean Blvd., #829.
VogelAlcove.org.
n Nov. 23: Same-sex spouse grief group
Grief support group for people who have
lost a same-sex spouse or partner meets
in person on the fourth Wednesday of the
month from 6:30-8 p.m. at Union Coffee,
3705 Cedar Springs Road. For notifications,
contact Richard DeKnock at
tastefullyrichard@gmail.com.
n Nov. 24: Thanksgiving

Last year the U.S. saw a devastating record set; at least 57 transgender and gendernonconforming people died violently in 2021. The trend continues this year, with at
least 32 transgender and gender-nonconforming people having died violently so far in
2022. Three of the 2022 victims — Marisela Castro and Paloma Vasquez of Houston and
Cypress Ramos of Lubbock — were murdered in Texas, where Republican elected officials
continue to target the transgender/gender-queer community with discriminatory laws. On
Sunday, Nov. 20, Transgender Day of Remembrance, Northaven Church, at 11211 Preston
Road, joins with Oak Lawn United Methodist and Lakewood United Methodist to hold
services to remember and honor the victims of anti-transgender violence. The service
starts at 5 p.m.

n Red for community events
n Blue for arts and entertainment
n Purple for sports
n Green for nightlife
n Orange for civic events and holidays

n Nov. 19: Equality Texas Gala
Somewhere Over the Rainbow is the theme
for the fourth Equality Texas Gala from
6-9 p.m. at the AT&T Conference Center,
1900 University Ave., Austin. EqualityTexas.org.

NOVEMBER
n Nov. 18: Mustache Envy
Mustache Envy drag and queerlesque performs
upstairs every third Friday at Sue Ellen’s,
3014 Throckmorton St. at 9:30 p.m.
MustacheEnvy.com.

n Nov. 19: Blue Moon Dances
Women only dances the third Saturday of the
month from 7 p.m.-midnight at DanceMakers
of Texas, 6125 SW 820, Suite 140, Fort Worth.
BYOB. $10.

n Nov. 18: Federal Club mixer
November mixer in Alexandre’s newly
renovated and enlarged space. Stay after the
mixer for dinner and drinks. Alexandre’s,
4026 Cedar Springs Road from 6-8 p.m.
RSVP at fcnov22.eventbrite.com.

World-acclaimed performers and cirque artists
take audiences back in time, immersing them
in the spirit of the season and performing
Christmas classics through the decades.
Show promises jaw-dropping magic,
big laughs, holiday music, and stunning
acrobatic performances in a Christmastime
adventure. Fair Park Music Hall. Tickets at
MagicalCirqueChristmas.com.

n Nov. 18: Christopher McGuire

Classical guitarist Christopher McGuire
performs as part of the Entertainment Series of
Irving at 7:30 p.m. at Irving Arts Center,
3333 N. MacArthur Blvd., Irving.
EntertainmentSeries.com. Tickets at
IrvingArtsCenter.com.

n Nov. 19: Ugly Sweater Gaybingo

Doors open at 5 p.m. Show starts at 6 p.m.
at S4, 3911 Cedar Springs Road. Tickets at
MyResourceCenter.org/gaybingo.

n Nov. 19: A Magical Cirque Christmas

n Nov. 25-Dec. 24: A Christmas Carol
Music, magical spirits, and holiday cheer
are ever present in Dallas Theater Center’s
traditional production of the classic
Charles Dickens story. Wyly Theatre,
DallasTheaterCenter.org.

n Dec. 1: PFLAG Fort Worth
Fort Worth Chapter of PFLAG meets the
first Thursday each month by Zoom and in
person at 6:45 p.m. at Celebration Community
Church, 908 Pennsylvania Ave., Fort Worth.
PFLAGFortWorth.org.
n Dec. 2: Sandra Bernhard
Comedian/performer/actress and co-star of
American Horror Story season 11, Sandra
Bernhard, performs at The Granada Theater,
3524 Greenville Ave. SandraBernhard.com.
n Dec. 2-18: Head Over Heels
Uptown Players’ new season begins with this
unpredictable Elizabethan romp about a royal
family that must prevent an oracle’s prophecy
of doom all set to the songs by The Go-Go’s.
At the Kalita Humphreys Theater, 3636 Turtle
Creek Blvd. UptownPlayers.org
n Dec. 5: Cassie’s Freakmas Show
Cassie’s Freakmas Show benefits the children
of Sam Houston Elementary School. Cash gifts
and unwrapped toys will go to make sure every
child at the school receives a present for the
holiday. Checks can be made to Sam Houston
Secret Santa Project. 9 p.m. at JR.’s Bar & Grill,
3923 Cedar Springs Road.

Last Tuesday lunch at 11 a.m. at Hunky’s,
3930 Cedar Springs Road.

n Dec. 6: Classic Chassis Car Club meeting
Enjoy the cars out in the parking lots and
then enjoy the food from 6-8 p.m. at Ojeda’s,
4617 Maple Ave. ClassicChassis.com.

n Nov. 29-Dec.4: My Fair Lady
The Lincoln Center production of the Lerner
and Loewe musical comes to Bass Hall,
5225 Commerce St., Fort Worth.
BassHall.com.

n Dec. 6: Let’s Do Dinner
Coalition for Aging LGBT’s Let’s Do Dinner
takes place the first Tuesday of every month
at 6 p.m. at El Fenix, 6391 Camp Bowie Blvd,
Ridglea #6, Fort Worth.

n Through Nov. 30: Autumn Equinox
A late-night adult circus scene and immersive
theater experience filled with feats of danger
and debauchery opens at 9 p.m. Previews
begin on Sept. 20. The Rose Room,
3911 Cedar Springs Road.

n Dec. 6: PrimeTimers
First Tuesday lunch and games at 11:30 a.m.
at Flaming Buffet, 11722 Marsh Lane.

n Nov. 29: PrimeTimers

n Nov. 30: Red Ribbon
Tree lighting and candlelight vigil to show
support for those living with HIV and
remembering those lost. Event includes a
performance by The Women’s Chorus of
Dallas, testing and a vigil led by the Rev. Neil
Thomas from 6:30-8:30 p.m. at Resource
Center, 5750 Cedar Springs Road.
DECEMBER
n Dec. 1: World AIDS Day

n Through Nov. 19: Gypsy
Michael Serrecchia directs this classic musical
by MainStage Irving-Las Colinas about the
ultimate stage mother of all time. Everything
will come up roses at the Dupree Theater in
the Irving Arts Center. IrvingArtsCenter.com.

n Dec. 1: Red Ribbon Gala
In recognition of World AIDS Day, AIDS
Outreach Center presents Red Ribbon Gala
featuring dinner, dancing, live entertainment
and a silent auction at The Ashton Depot,
1501 Jones St., Fort Worth at 7 p.m. AOC.org.

n Nov. 20: Transgender Day of

n Dec. 1: Ribbon Cutting Ceremony
Join AIDS Services of Dallas in cutting the red
ribbon at the most recent multi-family housing
development and expansion of affordable
housing units in Dallas. Light hors d’oeuvres

Remembrance

and refreshments will be served.
From 11 a.m.-1 p.m. at 511 N. Lancaster Ave.

n Dec. 6-25: Six
The musical Six about the six wives of Henry
the Eighth at the Winspear Opera House,
2403 Flora St. Tickets at ATTPAC.org.
n Dec. 11: Christmas stocking auction
The 23rd annual Christmas Stocking Auction
benefiting Legacy Founders Cottage at 7 p.m.
at The Round-Up Saloon, 3912 Cedar Springs
Road. To donate baskets or stockings, contact
auction@roundupsaloon.com.
n Dec. 14: Same-sex spouse grief group
Grief support group for people who have lost
a same-sex spouse or partner meets on Zoom
on the second Wednesday of the month from
6:30-8 p.m. For notifications, contact Richard
DeKnock at tastefullyrichard@gmail.com.
Have an event coming up? Email your
information to Managing Editor Tammye Nash
at nash@dallasvoice.com or Senior Staff Writer
David Taffet at taffet@dallasvoice.com by Monday
at 5 p.m. for that week’s issue.
Look for extended listings online at
DallasVoice.co
11.18.22
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Ask Howard
HOW TO DO THE WRONG THING RIGHT

The price of being food secure
Time to talk turkey, men: Thanksgiving dinner for an average American
family gathering of 10 this year — according to the USDA — has skyrocketed
yet another cavity-wincing 17 percent,
from what was already a record-breaker
last year. Remember way back in quaint
2020, during our first COVID Thanksgiving, when that uninvited bitch — Old
Skull-&-Bones herself, Rona — pulled
up a permanent chair to the table?
Well, in those good old days, a traditional roast turkey spread with all the
trimmings (stuffing and gravy, cranberry sauce, mashed potatoes, pumpkin pie
with whipped cream, etc.) cost $46.90.
This year, that same meal tops out at $61
… to serve, we’re talking here, an entire
family of 10!
Uhm, come again, Captain Smith? Yes,
my thrifty Mayflower mavens, let us
take pause here just a moment for a bit
of third-rock-from-the-sun, reality-check
genuflection. Now, I don’t know what
parallel, imaginary incarnation of Plymouth Rock our USDA (United States Department of Agriculture) gathers its cost
analysis data from. But, apparently, it’s a
fairytale tableau of flying unicorns, Mamie Eisenhower in bangs and The Loretta
Young Show looping continuously on all
three stations.
What century are they in?!
Good pilgrims, here at Chez Howard
$61 might cover serving 10 people, say,
a green bean casserole — barely. Even
were I to substitute snappable-fresh
green beans and earthy mushrooms
with just tinned Libby’s and condensed
Campbell’s Cream of Mushroom Soup
via a can opener, and as for those crunchily-obligatory, crusted fried onions on
top — gurl, we ain’t even gonna go there!
Meanwhile, according to the USDA’s
pithy spin, “Food insecurity does not
necessarily cause hunger, but hunger is a
possible outcome of food insecurity.”
You don’t say? Whoever would have
guessed that other possibilities besides
plain starvation could also be a “possible
outcome” of not having enough money
to buy food? At least our Native Americans eventually took pity on those starving, religious Mayflower zealots.
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But where has our own empathy gone? To the high-dudgeon irony nowadays of absolutely no one, dietary studies
show
that
food-insecure
adults may be at risk of (believe it or not) obesity. You don’t
say?
And here’s another good guffaw
for you, my sweet readers, complements
of our U.S. Department of Health and
Human Services’ attempt to define what
hunger is: “The term ‘hunger’ refers to
discomfort, illness, weakness or pain
caused by prolonged, involuntary lack
of food.”
No! Say it ain’t so that nearly 30 percent
of Americans, here in our year 2022, are
now experiencing regular, daily food-insecurity? Folks, it’s a brutal bottom-line:
Just randomly point to any three given
strangers at the mall, and one of them
will be wondering where his next meal
is coming from — yes, in America!
Now let us get ravenously right to it,
shall we?
Dear Howard: I’m taking my new
boyfriend home to meet my parents for
Thanksgiving. Carl, however, eats everything with his hands. Seriously, it’s
like he’s never held an eating utensil before or even heard of cutlery. Now, my
mother puts on a holiday spread like the
White House: All her best china comes
out — the Tiffany silver service, porcelain finger bowls with rose petals. Imagine my caveman boyfriend scooping
up her potatoes Anna with his fingers,
slurping giblet gravy off his cuticles!
Carl doesn’t grasp that being presented to my parents is a test, that he’s required bring his best party manners. He
only shrugs, “God didn’t give us fingers
only to wipe our asses with.” Howard,
help me? — Sensitively Stressing
Dear SS: I’m with you: A tailgate party
Thanksgiving is not, and Neanderthals
went extinct for a reason. Way back in
the 17th century, prior to the invention of
forks, one had no choice but to eat food
prepared so that it could be scooped out
of a basin with a spoon, hacked off a carcass with a hunting knife, or munched
in the fingers. Thank heaven the Middle
Ages are long now gone, and like hell
should Carl be making a knuckle-drag-

ging appearance at anyone’s
finely-laden
holiday
banquet. Just leave your
cave-dweller behind at
home, alone in his wooly mammoth toga with a
bucket of KFC.
Dear Howard: Recently, I received an invitation from
my dad’s new wife to attend a, quote,
“POTLUCK BIZARRO THANKSGIVING BUFFET — If Your Grandmother
Served It, Leave It at Home!” Now, I’m
no prude, dude. I can roll with the tide
in almost any crazy direction; however,
there are three things need addressing
here: 1. I can’t cook; 2. I hate attending
parties requiring guests to entertain their
host, and 3. It’s Thanksgiving!
Howard, how do I politely get out of
this obligation? — The Hobbled Gobbler
Dear Hobgoblin: Hey, you’re preaching to the choir here, Hob. Attending
dinner parties requiring invitees’ participation as a coverup for your host’s
laziness is never, in my opinion, a good
thing. These sorts of fêtes always end up
creating just a recipe for backstabbing:
“Gurl, can you even believe the nerve of
Mz. Thang — passing off those Pillsbury
cinnamon rolls she popped open from
a can like they were her own granny’s
heirloom recipe … the unmitigated gall!”
On one hand, however, the “bizarro”
caveat does help ameliorate any kitchen
disasters one might encounter. On the
other hand, though, it merely grants a
pass for not making any effort. Either
way, you’ll be forced to choose between
feeling that you’ve obeyed your host or
that you betrayed your stomach. Am I
correct in assuming, Hob, that there’s no
love lost between you and your father’s
newest bride?
Kitsch, when involving meals of tradition, can only be stretched so far, and
Thanksgiving is the most inviolate holiday menu of them all. Personally, if I
don’t see turkey, dressing, cranberry
sauce and a punkin’ pie come the fourth
Thursday of every November, then you
don’t wanna see me at all.
This said, Gob, I’m about to withdraw
three Andy Jacksons from my local ATM,
with hopes of feeding 10 people a ful-

ly-dressed turkey dinner — the USDA
says it can be done!
In closure, guys, I don’t know about
y’all, but I plan on taking a long overdue
“news sabbatical” this Thanksgiving, too.
I’ll keep the focus just on family and try
to stop worrying constantly about China and Russia for a few delicious days.
Between Xi’s messianic complex, Putin’s
Napoleonic complex and Biden’s opaque
complexion, the only thing standing in
our way of tomorrow never coming is
a grounded faith in the milk of human
kindness. If you can’t enjoy friends and
family over a fattening, food-secure feast
this Thanksgiving, what can you enjoy?
PS: Oh, and on a postscript note of
holiday, gallows’ humor, kidz: For any
of you crypto-enthusiasts out there
“stunned” by the overnight meltdown
of FTX. Did anyone ever actually bother to look at that “wunderkid’ creature
running it — his slumped shoulders,
those unlaundered, oversized shorts, the
Cro-Magnon forehead and Guantanamo
hairdo?
I am certain Oscar Wilde was envisioning Sam Bankman-Fried in mind
when he so famously cooed, “Only a fool
doesn’t judge by first impressions.”
— Howard Lewis Russell
Anybody with a question of thanks needing Howard answer it anonymously? All
you gotta do is ask him: AskHoward@dallasvoice.com.
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For a more complete Community
Calendar online, visit
Tinyurl.com/dvevents.
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To submit an item for inclusion in
the Community Calendar, visit
Tinyurl.com/dvevents.
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SCENE • Celebrating the holidays
PEOPLE, PLACES AND FACES
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Aaron having a ball!

Roasting chestnuts on an open fire.

Ho Ho Ho

Barbie pulls out her holiday best

Santa and his elves

Kylee and Bleach in The Rose Room

Gordon feeling festive

Robb at The Galleria
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Happy Holidays boys!

Beautiful Boys of JR.’s

Armando and David
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‘Tis the season

The stockings were hung

What do you want for Christmas, little boy?

dallasvoice.com

Ho-ho-HOPE

Pup Crush and a trucker

It’s a classic!

38

Larry, Matt, Cassie and Jamie

Spending the holidays with family
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Happy together

Shopping at Zeus Comics

Sweater weather

North Texas LGBT Chamber helps Independence Title cut the ribbon
11.18.22
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SCENE

BTD Wrap Party

Lambda
Weekly

SUNDAYS at 1 p.m.
on 89.3 KNON-FM

with David Taffet, Lerone Landis
and the always late Patti Fink.
FIND IT ALL HERE AT

AMAZING

INTIMATE ESSENTIALS Adult DVD, Novelties, Magazines

Watch All The Movies In
Our World Famous 1200 Channel Arcade

Home of the

World Famous
All-Day Movie Pass!
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ROYAL
REEDER

11311 Harry Hines Blvd. #603
Facing Joe Field Plaza on Joe Field
972-243-2707
Sun-Thur 10am-12am
Fri & Sat 10am-2am

JOE FIELD

HARRY HINES

Video Rooms - $12 • Over 1200 Channels

PUZZLE | T-shirt Quote

Solution on Page 34

Across
1 Like a Marc Jacobs
ensemble
5 Muscle Mary stat
9 New York Liberty
and Seattle Storm
14 Kind of IRA
15 Cut out
16 Comes out
17 Morales of
Resurrection Blvd.
18 Ill humor
19 Cocoon creator
20 T-shirt quote by
Leslie Jordan, part 1
23 Amadeus nemesis
of Tom Hulce
24 Drag queen’s
shoe feature
28 Kind of clock
31 Be in the hole
32 What sex maniacs
want?
36 Part 2 of the quote
39 In harmony
40 Alternative to HBO
41 Gay guy, in slang
42 Part 3 of the quote
44 One of the Disney
dwarfs
45 Durango day
46 Calif. barrio city
48 Frida Kahlo’s woman
51 Service interruptions

56 Part 4 of the quote
59 Jethrene Bodine’s
mother
62 Ballet move
63 Fairy tales and such
64 Three Tall Women
writer
65 Pal from Down Under
66 Boy from Gomer’s
hometown
67 School group
68 Aspen vehicle
69 Herbicide target
Down
1 Bodies of sailors
2 Biblical prophet
married to Gomer
3 “I knew ___ along!”
4 Hot stuff
5 Tinkerbell portrayer
Julia
6 Fashion designer Pucci
7 Aspirin unit
8 One way to cook fruit
9 Follows up on a kiss?
10 Put on a pedestal
11 Earhart’s medium
12 Where you used to
see R.E.M.
13 FICA funds it
21 Be ambiguous
22 Emulate Paul Cadmus

25 David Niven, in a ‘60s
TV series
26 What S&M people
are as smart as?
27 Small-minded
29 Is bothered by
30 Hairy member of
the Addams family
32 Hotel staff
33 Clark of fashion
34 Caesar, for one
35 Hydrocarbon ending
37 In the recent past
38 Moist ending
40 Drink with jam
and bread
43 Lawrence of Arabia
director David
44 Loudly enjoyed
oral sex
47 Until now
49 Shrek and others
50 Arouses
52 Tickled pink
53 Really feel for?
54 Bone-chilling
55 It goes under a
jockey’s shorts
57 Charitable donations
58 Scott of
Beautiful Thing
59 D.C. lobby group
60 Wing for Julia Morgan
61 Attorney’s org.
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MarketPlace

MarketPlace

Legal

Real Estate

Your calling card for LGBT Texas business
For information on adverrtising, call us at:
214-754-8710 ext. 110. Visit us online at:
dallasvoice.com/marketplace

The most comfortable
deal in real estate
Don’t make a move without me

SCOTT CARNES

The Premier Media Source for LGBT Texas

REALTOR®
GRI, ABR, SRS, ePRO, ASP

For Lease

214.490.6895

scottcarnes@dpmre.com
yourhomeindallas.com

Real Estate

• Award Winning Real Estate
• Tech Savvy Marketing Plans
• Innovative approach
to moving
Visit: hGroupHomes.com
Call: 214.659.3624

LET’S MAKE A

DEAL!

Todd Maley

www.MRealtyGroup.kw.com
toddmaley@aol.com

214-564-9598

Keller Williams
Realty

Proudly
Serving
the LGBT
Community

Phil Hobson
Real Estate

Services

Hotel
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Your Next Move
is Key!

• Buyer and Seller Specialist
• Accrediated Buyer Representative
• Seller Representative Specialist
• Graduate Realtor Institute
• Relocation Specialist
• Accrediated Staging Professional
• Concierge-Level Service

Services

Employment

MarketPlace

Adult

Your calling card for LGBT Texas business
For information on adverrtising, call us at:
214-754-8710 ext. 110. Visit us online at:
dallasvoice.com/marketplace

RUSH in today!
Huge Selection!

10ml Aromas just $9.95
Top Selling 30ml Aromas
Plus all the adult toys
you can imagine!
2528 W. Walnut, Garland
972-276-0893

Services

Services

THE

PAINTER

Specializing
In Interior
Painting

TONY R.

972-754-1536

30 Years Experience
Free Estimated
Extremely Meticulous

TonyRThePainter@netscape.com
Services

The Premier Media Source for LGBT Texas

Services

WE

.
OT.. OOL!
H
IT’SKE IT C
MA
AIR CONDITIONING
& HEATING

Jade Air
SERVICE • SALES • INSTALLS
RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

SERVING THE LGBT COMMUNITY
FOR MORE THAN 25 YEARS!

JadeAirDallas.com
214.522.2805
214.923.7904

Services

Fantastic Moves

Advertising

GROW
Your Business!
DALLAS VOICE CLASSIFIEDS

VOTED BEST MOVERS 11 YEARS & COUNTING

Dallas Voice Readers
$100 per session (normally $120) no session max

TXDMV 00521440B

214-754-8710

Experience Counts!20+ Years Supporting the Community

214.349.6683
www.FantasticMoves.com

10610 Metric Drive, Suite # 175 Dallas, TX 75243
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