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Chorale breaking 
‘Sean’s rule’ with 
sing-along concert
By Rich Lopez, page 8
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█  Adoptable / APOLLO

Meet Apollo, who came to the SPCA of Texas in an animal cruelty 
seizure prior to the COVID-19 pandemic, was then fostered and 
has subsequently been waiting for his forever home for more than 
three years. He’s come a very long way following his rough start in 
life and is now the most fun guy, the sweetest boy and the biggest 
ham you can imagine. His biggest hope is to be adopted, finally, 
into his forever home. Apollo has legendary ears and a goofy smile 

to go along with them. He is a mixed breed pooch who weighs in at 
51 pounds, with black fur and white highlights about his snoot. He’s 
an active guy who would do best as the only dog in a home with 
children over the age of 13. A prior appointment is necessary to 
meet him, and he is available through a foster-to-adopt program.

Adult dogs and cats are normally a $75 adoption fee from the SPCA 
of Texas. Puppies and kittens under the age of six months are $150. 
Adoption fees vary for small mammals, equestrian and livestock. 
Fee includes spay/neuter surgery, age-appropriate vaccinations, 
a heartworm test for dogs six months and older and a FIV/FeLV 
test for cats four months and older, initial flea/tick preventative 
and heartworm preventative, a microchip, 30 days of PetHealth 
Insurance provided by PetHealth, a free 14-day wellness exam 
with VCA Animal Hospitals, a rabies tag and a free leash. The Jan-
Rees Jones Animal Care Center is open to the public seven days a 
week, noon-6 p.m. Appointments are required for foster animals. 
Browse available animals at SPCA.org/FindAPet and visit SPCA.org/
DogAdopt to inquire about a dog or SPCA.org/CatAdopt to inquire 
about a cat.

Bites from our blog
WHAT’S THE TEA: DallasVoice.com

Dealing with intestinal parasites
WOOF! DR. JOSH TALKS TO THE ANIMALS

AP REPORT: Texas AG office in 
growing disarray under Paxton

GATESVILLE, Texas — Texas Attorney Gener-
al Ken Paxton’s staff has quietly dropped a series 
of human trafficking and child sexual assault 
cases after losing track of one of the victims, a 
stumble in open court emblematic of broader 
dysfunction inside one of America’s most promi-
nent law offices.

The Republican has elevated his national pro-
file in recent years, energizing the right by rushing 
into contentious court battles that have affected 
people far beyond Texas. He has fought access 
to abortion, Democratic immigration policy and 
the outcome of the 2020 presidential election.

Paxton also provided the now-discredited 
legal opinion on which Gov. Greg Abbott based 
his directive to the Department of Family and 
Protective Services to investigate families of trans 
children for child abuse.

But as Paxton seeks to fend off legal troubles 
and win a third term as Texas’ top law enforce-
ment official, his agency has come unmoored 
by disarray behind the scenes, with seasoned 
lawyers quitting over practices they say aim to 
slant legal work, reward loyalists and drum out 
dissent.

An Associated Press investigation found Pax-
ton and his deputies have sought to turn cases 
to political advantage or push a broader political 
agenda, including staff screenings of a debunked 

film questioning the 2020 election. Adding to 
the unrest was the secretive firing of a Paxton 
supporter less than two months into his job as 
an agency advisor after he tried to make a point 
by displaying child pornography in a meeting.

The AP’s account is based on hundreds of 
pages of records and interviews with more than 
two dozen current and former employees, many 
of whom spoke on condition of anonymity out 
of fear of retaliation or because they were not 
authorized to talk publicly.

Paxton and his staff did not respond to 
voicemails, text messages and email questions 
seeking comment.

— Jake Bleiberg, Associated Press

500X Gallery calls for 
entries for LGBTQIA exhibit

The 500X Gallery, 516 Fabrication St. in Dal-
las, has issued a call for entries for its biannual 
500X LGBTQIA+ Juried Exhibition for the 2022-
23 season. All artists in the LGBTQIA+ communi-
ty ages 18 and over are eligible to apply.

This year’s juror is artist and curator Angel Fax.
Submission deadline is midnight on Oct. 19. 

Notification of the juror’s choice will happen by 
Oct. 24, and artwork drop-off is Oct. 30, noon-2 
p.m. The exhibit runs Nov. 4-Nov. 19, with an 
opening night reception from 7-10 p.m.

Entry fee is $30 for five artwork submissions. 
The juror’s choice artist will receive a $150 
honorarium and a project space solo show in the 
500X Gallery project space.

See the gallery’s website for more details and 
an application.

—Tammye Nash

Demi Lovato among headliners 
named for 2022 Jingle Ball tour 
— just not in Texas

iHeartRadio unveiled a starry rotating lineup 
for the winter 2022 iHeartRadio Jingle Ball 
tour, including sets by Jack Harlow, Dua Lipa, 
Backstreet Boys, Demi Lovato, Lizzo and Charlie 
Puth.

The 11-city tour will hit Fort Worth; Los An-
geles; Chicago; Detroit; New York City; Boston; 
Philadelphia; Atlanta; Tampa, Ft. Lauderdale; and 

Washington, D.C.
Other acts part of the tour include Black Eyed 

Peas, Khalid, Lewis Capaldi, Pitbull, Macklemore, 
Sam Smith, The Kid Laroi and AJR.

While North Texas native Lovato is among the 
tour headliners, she is not listed on the lineup for 
the Texas show.

The tour kicks off at Dickies Arena in Fort 
Worth on Nov. 29 with Jack Harlow, Black Eyed 
Peas, Khalid, Lauv, Ava Max, Lewis Capaldi, 
Bebe Rexha, Lauren Spencer-Smith, Jax, Nicky 
Youre and Stephen Sanchez.

— Associated Press

Lauren Davis wants the
 hoes to vote for her

OK. So I received a lot of campaign literature. 
I don’t look at most of it, because I know most of 
the candidates, but the address caught my eye 
on this one.

I moved about a year ago, and I’m still getting 
plenty of mail addressed to the previous owner 
and the owner before him. But Hoes have never 
lived in my house.

Or have they?
No, never a family named Ho — just families 

of Hoes. So someone had to have entered the 
address manually.

I’m not sure whether to be insulted or just 
laugh at the audacity of a candidate coming from 
a party that has as its platform repealing my right 

to marriage and privacy calling me a Ho. Was 
this an attempt for her to tell me how much she 
disregards who I am that she would mail cam-
paign literature with an insult? Or was it a joke on 
the part of one of her campaign workers?

The only thing I know is someone in her 
campaign targeted me, and I’m calling her out on 
it. She absolutely did not purchase a mail list with 
“The Hoes Household” on it.

Has anyone else received a similar mailing?
Again, I’ve never received any mail addressed 

to the Hoes, so I’m not on any mail list with that 
name. Only hers. I could return the insult, but I 
won’t.

— David Taffet

Discover Your AUTHENTIC Self
n More than 30 years of experience
    serving our community.
n Individuals | Couples | Groups

jimmyowen.com | 214.546.8852
jimmy@jimmyowen.com
3838 Oak Lawn Ave., Suite 1000
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P S Y C H O T H E R A P I S T



10.07.22     █       dallasvoice      5

Dealing with intestinal parasites
WOOF! DR. JOSH TALKS TO THE ANIMALS

he fall season is finally 
here! We have also 
started the last quarter 
of the year! Who’s 
ready for some cooler 
weather and the holi-
day season?

This Woof column 
will be devoted to 
discussing intestinal 

parasites, a common issue we see with our 
pets, especially dogs.

There are some common misconceptions 
many people have about intestinal parasites. 
One of these misconceptions is that if you 
don’t see any spaghetti-looking worms in 
your pet’s stools, then there are no intestinal 
parasites. This is incorrect!

There are different types of microscopic in-
testinal parasites that you will never see in the 
poop and may still be present. In fact, some of 
them are fairly common here in Texas. In addi-
tion, the baby forms of the spaghetti-looking 
intestinal parasites are microscopic.

Another common misconception is that if a 
dog or cat lives strictly indoors, they will not 
acquire any type of parasites. Over the years, I 
have seen quite a few strictly indoor dogs and 
cats that have been diagnosed with different 
kinds of intestinal parasites. Keep in mind that 
our shoes can bring microscopic intestinal 
parasites to our homes and expose our furry 
kids. This is important to know because, un-
fortunately, we may miss something important 
if we believe that these indoor babies cannot 
get parasites. 

Now let us discuss some of the specifics of 
the most common intestinal parasites. Both 
dogs and cats can get most of these common 
parasites.

The longer worms that we typically think 
of when we think of intestinal parasites are 
usually roundworms or hookworms. These are 
contracted when your pet ingests microscopic 
eggs found within stools or in contaminated 
areas. This happens when our babies step 
on stool traces that may contain these eggs 
and then lick their paws. Even if no stools 
are seen, many of these microscopic eggs 
can live in the environment for weeks or even 
months!

Another very common 
intestinal parasite that 
we see in Texas is the tapeworm. These are 
transmitted when a dog or cat ingests a flea 
that is infected with a microscopic stage of the 
tapeworm parasite. The adult worm segments 
will be seen in the stools or around our pet’s 
anuses. Sometimes you may also catch your 
pet (especially dogs) scooting (dragging their 
behind), but this can also be an indication of a 
different issue.

Tapeworms usually look like grains of rice, 
but these are segments called proglottids 
that belong to a much longer worm within the 
intestines of the dog or cat.

Now some microscopic parasites that your 
pet could have but you would never see are 
giardia and coccidia. These are also usually 
transmitted through exposure to contaminated 
stools or areas where stools were present, 
including water sources with giardia. These 
can be very difficult to get rid of, so prevention 
and routine testing is very important.

When it comes to diagnosing a dog or cat 
with intestinal parasites early on, I recommend 
performing at least the annual physical and 
fecal exams. If you see any worms on the 
stools, I recommend taking a picture of the 
worm or even bringing the worm itself to your 
hospital so that you can show it to your veteri-
nary healthcare team.

The most common symptom associated 
with the presence of intestinal parasites is 
soft stools or diarrhea, even if no worms are 
seen. But it is important to note that babies 
with completely normal stools can still have 
intestinal parasites. And needless to say, 
soft stools or diarrhea are seen also with 

many different 
issues that 
are unrelated 
to intestinal 
parasites.

If you are 
concerned that 
your baby may 
have intestinal 
parasites, bring 
a fresh stool 
sample to your 
appointment 
with the doctor 
so that the 

healthcare team can process it. Your doctor 
may also recommend blood work if there is 
suspicion of a significant amount of parasites 
present within the intestines and/or stomach, 
based on physical examination. Other tests 
may be suggested to rule out other issues not 
related to the presence of intestinal parasites, 
but these would be discussed with your 
doctor.

In order to minimize exposure and trans-
mission of these common intestinal parasites, 
prevention and environmental control are both 
key. It is important to always pick up your ba-
by’s stools right after they go to the bathroom 
to avoid leaving parasites in the environment. 
Also, if you suspect or know that your baby 
has intestinal parasites, avoid going to com-
mon areas where other animals are to avoid 
exposing the others to these parasites.

Most of these parasites are usually fairly 
easily treated, but hygiene at home will be 
vital, as well as routine follow-ups with your 
pet’s veterinary team.

It is also very important to note that many 
of these parasites can be transmitted to 
humans, so please consult your vet to see 
what precautions may be needed with certain 
parasites, or consult your physician if you 
believe you may have been exposed.

I hope this column was informative for all 
of you, guys! Enjoy the rest of the fall season 
and the best holiday in the world! Happy early 
Halloween and abrazos, Woof readers!! 

Dr. Josh owns Isla Veterinary Boutique Hos-
pital at 14380 Marsh Lane, Ste. 110 in Addison 
(next to Tom Thumb). Call him at 972-738-
1111 or visit IslaVet.com.
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this an attempt for her to tell me how much she 
disregards who I am that she would mail cam-
paign literature with an insult? Or was it a joke on 
the part of one of her campaign workers?

The only thing I know is someone in her 
campaign targeted me, and I’m calling her out on 
it. She absolutely did not purchase a mail list with 
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VOICES 
OPINIONS FROM THE COMMUNITY

Christfascists want to turn the 
U.S. into their own religion-
based kingdom

Recently in Iran, Islamic religious 
police detained Mahsa Amini, a 
22-year-old woman, for wearing 

her hijab too loosely. Reports say that 
some of her hair was visible, and that is 
forbidden.

Amini died while in custody. Her fam-
ily says she was beaten. The government 
says she just happened to die.

What a coincidence. 
Who are you going to believe? The 

grieving family of a woman lost too 
soon, or a government that arrests wom-
en who show their hair?

There are protests going on in Iran 
right now with women tearing off their 
hijabs and burning them. The govern-
ment is responding with violence. Peo-
ple have died.

And for far too many people in the 
United States, what’s happening in Iran 
feels distant — something that happens 
“over there,” but not here. But those of 
us here in the U.S. who are paying atten-
tion know that morality police already 
exist in the U.S. The biggest difference 
between here and Iran is that there is a 
separation of church and state in the U.S. 

But make no mistake: The religious 
right seeks to destroy that barrier and 
make Christianity the only allowable re-
ligion, with everyone having to live by 
Biblical laws, whether they are Chris-
tians or not.

It should be noted that while the re-
ligious right, which is predominantly 
white, wants to enact a Christian gov-
ernment, they don’t exactly see the Ira-
nian government as a model. Because 
the religious right is also steeped deeply 
in racism and xenophobia. They see Is-
lam as evil, and, if say, a group of Ira-
nian women fleeing persecution in Iran 
arrived on our shores seeking asylum, 
the religious right would declare them 
invaders and enemies. They might even 
load those women up on a plane under 
false pretenses and ship them off to Mar-

tha’s Vineyard.
The only thing Iran is do-

ing wrong, see, is using the 
wrong religion. If they were 
oppressing people using 
Christianity, the religious 
right here in the U.S. would 
be totally on board.

How do I know this? Because I’ve been 
watching the radical right for decades. 
I’ve seen them amass more and more 
power all while preaching hatred for 
LGBTQ people and being laser-focused 
on controlling women’s bodies. 

They aren’t going to stop with over-
turning Roe v. Wade. They want to crimi-
nalize abortion, sure, but they also want 
to control all aspects of gender and sex-
uality. We are seeing radical ideas that 
would have rightly been dismissed as 
absurd years ago becoming mainstream: 
outlawing birth control, forcing 10-year-
old victims of incest to give birth, exe-
cuting LGBTQ people, doing away with 
public school “indoctrination centers,” 
smearing anyone who loves and sup-
ports LGBTQ kids as “groomers,” ban-
ning books with LGBTQ storylines or 
characters from school and local librar-
ies, denying election results based on 
conspiracy theories instead of evidence, 
lashing out against measures like mask 
wearing and vaccines to stop a dead-
ly pandemic, forbidding the teaching 
of slavery and denying the existence of 
racism in order to spare the apparently 
fragile feelings of white children.

And when I say that these ideas and 
efforts have been mainstreamed, I do 
not mean that they are in any way pop-
ular. A small minority of people sub-
scribe to these ideas; unfortunately, that 
small minority has outsized power, in 
large part because one of our two major 
political parties has adopted the beliefs 
of the fringe wholesale.

This is especially evident as we head 
into the midterms. There is no real dis-
tance between your average Republi-
can candidate and the Q Anon cultists 
who believe that the country is run by 
a secret horde of pedophile lizard peo-
ple from whom only Donald Trump can 
save us.

Ridiculous? Oh, yes. But also deadly 
serious.

Remember that a man entered Comet 
Ping Pong, a Washington, D.C., pizza 
parlor, with an assault rifle because he 
believed he was going to save a group 
of children who were being trafficked 
out of the restaurant. Remember that 
a group of Trump cultists invaded the 
U.S. Capitol, the capitol of their own 
fucking country, because they believed 
there was a giant conspiracy theory 
against their would-be king. 

We have a Supreme Court that has de-
clared anyone with a uterus incapable 
of making their own decisions regard-
ing pregnancy. The same court has al-
ready made clear they want to overturn 
marriage equality.

Coming before them is a case that 
would essentially let state legislatures 
declare the presidential winner in their 
states, regardless of the voters’ choice. 
That would set the stage for entrenched 
right-wing power like we have never 
seen, not at all concerned with what the 
majority of people want.

Not all that different from Iran. 
You think it can’t happen here? I wish 

you were right. But it absolutely can.
Years on, we can protest in the streets 

and get shot at by the police for express-
ing what used to be our First Amend-
ment rights. Or we can fucking vote for 
the party that believes in democracy and 
isn’t crushing on Christofascism. (That 
would be Democrats for anyone who is 
confused.) It’s literally up to us.          █

D’Anne Witkowski is a writer living in 
Michigan with her wife and son. She has 
been writing about LGBTQ+ politics for 
nearly two decades. Follow her on Twitter @
MamaDWitkowski.

Not so different from Iran
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CONCERTS

Play that funky music
PRIDE

The Turtle Creek Chorale finds 
its groove in the ’70s

RICH LOPEZ  |  Staff writer
rich@dallasvoice.com

he Turtle Creek Cho-
rale is taking audi-
ences to Funkytown. 
With everything 
from classic ballads 
to disco anthems, 
the Turtles are going 
back in time for their 

That ’70s Show concert at McFarlin Au-
ditorium this weekend. And this throw-
back show sounds less like a chorale 
show than it does a party. 

“If you’re expecting to come and be 
wowed by the most emotionally stag-
gering music you’ve ever heard, this 
is the wrong show,” admitted artistic 
director Sean Baugh. “This show was 
purely built to be fun. But there are some 
tearful moments — because we are the 
Turtle Creek Chorale.”

This may also be the first concert 
where “Sean’s Rules” are meant to be 
broken —  or at least bent a bit. Baugh 
has two rules for his shows, which he 
mostly reminds audiences of during the 
holiday concerts.

What are those two rules? “Have fun, 
and don’t sing along,” Baugh said. “No-
body pays to hear audience members 
sing.”

But this weekend, he’s going to be a 
bit lenient: “This may be our first sing-
along concert,” he said.

Yep. TCC fans will be invited to sing 
with the chorale on select songs for this 
performance.

Rule-bending, disco music — Baugh 
says this show is kind of taking him out 
of his box but in the best ways. 

“This is probably the lightest you’ll 
hear from me,” he said. “It’s not my 
normal style of programming. I like the 
dramatic, heavy shows with a message. 
But this is forcing me to understand that 
levity and joy are just as important.

“We’re having a good time and a lot 
of these guys are wallowing around in a 

giant pool of nostalgia.”
That’s for sure. Longtime member 

Tom Osborne lived through the decade 
of the ’70s, and reliving that music has 
been nothing but enjoyable for him as 
TCC has prepared for this concert. 

“I’m 67, and I’m really excited to relive 
that time through these songs,” Osborne 
said. 

Members were asked to contribute 
song ideas for the show, and one of 
Osborne’s suggestions was selected — 
which naturally made it one of his favor-
ite parts of the concert. 

“I submitted ‘Close to You’ by the 
Carpenters,” he said. “That song real-
ly spoke to me because it was the first 
song that I imagined the other part as 
a guy when I was 15. And then I ended 
up dating a guy who looked like what I 
imagined.”

The decade doesn’t only bring up 
those personal feelings for Osborne. He 
recalls the cultural impact of the ’70s as 
well: “There was a mass appeal from a 

lot of that music. Disco was certainly the 
start of a new era, and it changed how 
people presented themselves,” he said. 
“I just take a lot of pleasure in it.”

Jim Woods is feeling pretty groovy, 
too. He also grew up in the ’70s, so this 
music is resonating deeply for him, tak-
ing him back in time. 

“It’s almost a time capsule [of] may-
be a more innocent time,” Woods said. 
“It was a time of self-discovery and first 
loves, and I’m just excited about this 
show. It’s been extremely refreshing.”

Scattered among the up-tempo songs 
are a few ballads, and for Woods, it’s a 
chance for the TCC to really show off. 

“That’s one reason I love this chorale. 
We can make a simple love ballad like 
Melissa Manchester’s ‘Don’t Cry Out 
Loud’ and make it soar with the voices 
of over 200 men in harmony,” he said. 
“It’s really breathtaking.”

The show will also feature a tribute 
to the recently-passed Olivia New-
ton-John. As Baugh mentioned, there 

are some emotional moments, but then 
there’s also the signature ’70s dance 
beats: “We do have a 25-minute disco 
medley featuring our dance ensemble 
Sound Bytes,” Baugh said. 

TCC members have created a whole 
dance team and will be performing 
throughout the show. 

The Turtles will present in their stan-
dard black tuxedos, but they get to join 
in on the drag of it all. Audiences may 
see just the formality — until the singers 
get to their feet. 

“They are wearing whatever ’70s foot-
wear they want,” Baugh said. “Dancing, 
costumes — it’s all over the top. We’re 
singing Motown, Elton John, Carpen-
ters; we have about 40 songs in about an 
hour-and-a-half.

“We are just having silly ridiculous 
fun with this.”           █

That ’70s Show will be presented at Mc-
Farlin Auditorium, 7:30 p.m. Saturday and 
2:30 p.m. Sunday. Tickets at TurtleCreek-
Chorale.com.

Members of Turtle Creek Chorale will be wearing their standard black tuxedos for their ‘70s concert, but keep an eye on the footwear. 
(Photo courtesy of Turtle Creek Chorale)
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Pride, grown organically
Jon and Justin Culpepper 
found a serious lack of 
resources for LGBTQ people 
when they moved to Frisco. 
So they decided to do 
something about it

TAMMYE NASH  |  Managing Editor
nash@dallasvoice.com

on and Justin Culpepper 
had been together some 
eight years and legally mar-
ried for about three years 
by 2018 when Jon’s job relo-
cated from Irving to Plano, 
prompting the couple them-
selves to relocate also — to 
Frisco. For a couple who was 
accustomed to living openly 

in the Gayborhood, the move north to 
this notoriously conservative subur-
ban enclave was something of a culture 
shock at first.

“When we first moved to Frisco, our 
strategy was to kind of blend in, to not 
really make a lot of noise,” Justin said. 
“We didn’t really know the lay of the 
land up here, and we didn’t want to turn 
anybody against us, so we just kind of 
kept quiet.”

The two had lived in Uptown since 
they had first gotten together in 2010, 
Jon said. So, Justin said, “moving to Fris-
co was a dramatic change. Here, if some-
body finds out you’re gay, it’s like they 
just saw an elf or something!”

Jon said, “We’ve always shown up. 
We’ve always been authentic in how 
we lived our lives and never hidden. I 
mean, we have the same last name! But 
we’ve been asked, ‘Are y’all brothers?’ 
We just roll our eyes and say, ‘Nooooo.’ I 
mean, I’m Asian and he’s white!”

Then in 2020, the COVID pandem-
ic hit and “we really started keeping to 
ourselves,” Justin said. “But then, after 
the vaccines were released and people 
started feeling more comfortable in try-
ing to get back to normal routines, we 
decided to get out and about and start 
getting to know the different happen-

ings around town.”
That’s when they begin to realize how 

many queer people and allies there real-
ly were in and around Frisco, and how 
few resources were available locally for 
them.

“We met a series of people with queer 
kids or queer siblings or who knew oth-
er parents with queer kids and so on, 
and we just knew there was a real need 
for something for them here in this com-
munity,” Justin said.

And, he added, he and his husband 
felt like they were just the ones to help 
make that happen. Justin grew up in 
the Houston suburb of Tomball and 
spent some time living in Houston’s 
Montrose gayborhood before moving 
to DFW where he and Jon both lived in 
and around the Gayborhood for several 
years. That experience, he said, means 
“We can speak to people in a certain 
way; we know the approach to take with 
people who are a little more sensitive 
about [LGBTQ] issues. But we also have 
that depth of understanding that comes 
with having lived in an area where there 

are all these resources available, where 
we had the chance to know some of the 
major players” in the LGBTQ communi-
ty and organizations.

“We were the perfect vehicle to serve 
as a bridge to get people more famil-
iar and more comfortable with talking 
about LGBTQ issues,” Justin said.

Jon added, “We understand the au-
thentic, lived experiences of facing dis-
crimination. Many times it isn’t [bla-
tant], but there are these underlying 
challenges that come with showing up 
as who you are, and we understand that. 
We are not the experts on everything 
LGBTQ, of course. But we can connect 
with and know of core resources locally 
and nationally to help people find what 
they need.”

Jon, Justin said, “has had a musical 
career, as well,” and after working with 
a nonprofit choir was already familiar 
with the process of creating a nonprof-
it organization. “We had already done 
some of the nonprofit paperwork for his 
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PRIDE FRISCO BLOCK PARTY
Pride Frisco Block Party happens 

Saturday, Oct. 8, noon-4 p.m., at Grace 
Avenue United Methodist Church, 3521 
Main St. in Frisco.

More than 50 vendors are participat-
ing, including FC Dallas, Dallas Stars, 
Dallas Wings, Microsoft, TIAA, Dallas 
Hope Charities, Resource Center Dallas, 
Equality Texas, PFLAG Dallas, UT 
Dallas, SMU, The Dinosaur Company, 
YMCA, Gearbox Entertainment, Rainbow 
Roundup, and more.

There will be player appearances, 
games, activities and door prizes includ-
ing a basketball signed by the Dallas 
Wings WNBA Team, a Nintendo Switch, 
a signed Dallas Stars Pride jersey and 
more.

Special guest speakers include Sandy 
Cross, chief people officer for PGA of 
America; Joseph Hernandez, director of 
diversity, Equity and inclusion for TIAA; 
LaDondra Wilson, executive director of 
the Dallas Wings Foundation; and Leo 
Cusimano, president and publisher of 
Dallas Voice.

Pride Frisco celebrates their city’s first-ever Pride Month Proclamation in June. (Photo courtesy of Pride Frisco)
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NATIONAL COMING OUT DAY

Hoot and holler: It’s National Coming Out Day
Tell your coming out story again, 
rewrite your story, come out for 
the first time or just come to 
celebrate

DAVID TAFFET  |  Senior Staff Writer
taffet@dallasvoice.com

he first National 
Coming Out Day 
event in Dallas took 
place in the ear-
ly 1990s. Human 
Rights Campaign 
folks attended a 
few years later and 

thought it was such a good idea that they 
rolled it out to the rest of the country. 
Since then, Dallas has celebrated NCOD 
with smaller events and large Gay Days 
at the State Fair.

DR Hanson said he’s been wanting to 
do a National Coming Out Day event for 
a while, so he reached out to Resource 
Center. Now with Aloe Johnson and the 
Sapphiq program, the center’s social 
network for queer women and non-bi-
nary folks, along with Nina Alton and 
Lauren Veatch, Hanson has put together 
what should be a fun event to once again 
celebrate NCOD in Dallas.

Many people didn’t have a choice 
about how to come out: Some were out-
ed, while for others, coming out didn’t 
go as planned or hoped, Hanson ex-
plained.

But this National Coming Out Day, 
“You can rewrite your coming out,” he 
said. “Exorcize shame. We know how to 
celebrate you.”

And coming out doesn’t have to be 
about sexual orientation or gender iden-
tity. Hanson suggested that if you’re em-
barrassed about something in your life, 
“remove the yoke of shame.”

The NCOD event takes place at Sue 
Ellen’s, 3014 Throckmorton St., at 7:30 
p.m. on Tuesday, Oct. 11 — National 
Coming Out Day. Non-binary musician 
Poppy Xander will be performing, and 
rainbow cake will be served.

For people who would like to tell 
their coming out stories, rewrite their 

coming out stories or come out for the 
first time, there will be a door to literally 
come out of.

But you don’t have to come out at all. 
You can just come to “hoot and holler,” 
Hanson encouraged.

Johnson said around NCOD, the cen-
ter usually receives a number of coming 
out emails. The pressure is on around 

this time of year to 
come out, but com-
ing out is a process.

No one should feel 
pressured to come 
out at the event, 
Hanson said. Just lis-
tening to other peo-
ple’s stories might be 
part of your process.

And, he said, he 
hopes that allies will 
be there to share 
their coming out sto-
ries, too. Some allies 
have had a harder 
time explaining to 
other folks just why 
they’re supporting 
the LGBTQ commu-

nity when they’re not forced to be part 
of it. But allies, of course, are an import-
ant part of the community, and their 
stories need to be celebrated as much as 
everyone else’s, Hanson said.

As for Resource Center’s participa-
tion, Johnson said when she was ap-
proached by Hanson, the center was 
already planning on acknowledging 

NCOD. And, they added, “We’ve had 
a lot of luck partnering with DR in the 
past.”

This is also a kickoff — or coming out 
— for Resource Center as it debuts its 
new Family and Community Empow-
erment Services program — or FACES. 
The new department brings together 
Thrive (for ages 50 and up), Youth First, 
United Black Ellument, Fuse (for men 
18-35) and Gender Brave (for the young-
er trans community) under one umbrel-
la. Johnson said they can become “more 
efficient and effective working under 
one roof” and can become “stronger 
together with an intergenerational and 
inter-community approach.”

Hanson, an artist, said his art is cre-
ating spaces: “The art that ignites my 
passion is to bring people to fellowship 
in a safe space,” he said. “Be seen. Come 
out.”

Hanson added that his theater train-
ing should keep the event campy and 
cheeky. On the other hand, he also said 
he likes the idea of bringing NCOD back 
to its roots and that there was some-
thing special about holding the event in 
the oldest lesbian bar in the U.S.        █

Poppy Xander, above, and DR Hanson, left
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SCOTUS PREVIEW

A bigger, more problematic issue
U.S. Supreme Court’s 
decision to hear ‘303 Creative’ 
appeal as a free speech 
issue has implications for 
nondiscrimination laws 
protecting all minorities

LISA KEEN  |  Keen News Service
Lisa.Keen@mac.com

he U.S. Supreme 
Court sometimes 
makes significant 
moves long before 
it hears arguments 
in a case. Such is 
true in a blockbuster 
LGBTQ case pend-

ing before the court in its newly-opened 

2022-23 session.
In the appeal of 303 Creative v. Elenis, 

the anti-LGBTQ group Alliance Defend-
ing Freedom asked the court to decide 
whether a business could claim a reli-
gious exemption to a state law prohib-
iting discrimination based on sexual ori-
entation in public accommodations. The 
court declined to answer that question. 
But the court did, instead, accept the 
appeal to answer a different question: 
Whether a business could claim a free 
speech right to discriminate.

“This is a case about commercial con-
duct, not speech,” said Mary Bonauto, 
GLAD civil rights project director and 
lead author of a brief urging the court 
to rule that the Free Speech clause does 
not exempt businesses from comply-
ing with public accommodation laws. 
By examining the free speech claim, the 

court is setting up its eventual decision 
to have “far broader implications” than a 
religious exemption to civil rights laws, 
said ACLU attorney Amanda Shanor at 
a Federalist Society preview on Sept. 21. 
And as Kelsi Corkran, Supreme Court 
director at the Institute for Constitu-
tional Advocacy and Protection, said 
at a Georgetown Law preview, the nar-
rowing of the question will enable the 

ACLU attorney Amanda Shanor

GLAD attorney Mary Bonauto
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SCOTUS PREVIEW

A bigger, more problematic issue

court is setting up its eventual decision 
to have “far broader implications” than a 
religious exemption to civil rights laws, 
said ACLU attorney Amanda Shanor at 
a Federalist Society preview on Sept. 21. 
And as Kelsi Corkran, Supreme Court 
director at the Institute for Constitu-
tional Advocacy and Protection, said 
at a Georgetown Law preview, the nar-
rowing of the question will enable the 

court to decide whether any 
business can simply articulate 
“any reason” to refuse serv-
ing customers because of their 
sexual orientation, race, gen-
der or other protected status.

“If there is a free speech right 
to selectively choose her cus-
tomers based on the messag-
es [the web designer] wants 
to endorse,” said Corkran, “I 
assume that would apply to 
any protected characteristic. I 
think it would apply to a white 
supremacist who doesn’t want 
to provide services to people 
of color.”

That was the assessment 
of several legal experts on a 

number of different panels examining 
the 2022-23 Supreme Court docket. The 
new session began Oct. 3, and most pan-
els identified the LGBTQ public accom-
modations case as one of the session’s 
four major conflicts. Others include vot-
ing rights, gerrymandering and affirma-
tive action.

So far, 303 Creative is also among sev-
eral LGBTQ-related cases the Supreme 

Court might take up this session: 
• 303 Creative v. Elenis: This case, 

which has been accepted for argument 
(probably in December), could allow any 
business in the public marketplace (ho-
tels, restaurants, bakeries, web design-
ers, etc.) to refuse service to a customer 
by claiming to have some personal objec-
tion to treating that customer the same as 
all others.

While this case is based on a desire to 
refuse web design services to same-sex 
couples, it could undermine civil rights 
for the wide range of people protect-
ed by anti-discrimination laws. It pits a 
one-person web design company against 
Colorado laws (represented by state At-
torney General Aubrey Elenis).

The appeal seems a strange one for the 
court to have accepted, in that no same-
sex couple has sought the web designer’s 
services. As longtime marriage equality 
attorney Evan Wolfson puts it, the case 
“doesn’t even present a true case or con-
troversy and ought not to be before the 
court.” The fact that the court has taken 
the appeal suggests the 6-3 conservative 
majority has decided to aggressively 
pursue the right-wing agenda.

Shannon Minter, legal director for the 
National Center for Lesbian Rights, said 
he finds the court’s question limit to free 
speech “extremely troubling.”

“The court framed the question to 
presuppose that designing a website for 
money in a business open to the general 
public is ‘artistic expression’ rather than 
an ordinary commercial service,” said 
Minter. “That is a radical departure from 
existing law. It’s one thing for the court 
to change the law. It’s another for the 
court to do so surreptitiously by framing 
the question in such a highly loaded and 
novel way.”

Boston College Law School Profes-
sor Kent Greenwood, at an American 
Constitution Society preview, said he 
believes the court will rule for the web 
artist: “I have no doubt which way the 
court will decide. The court is expanding 
both its understanding of what speech 
is and its protection of it,” said Green-
wood. “Though facially a speech case 
and not a religion clause case, the case 
fits comfortably in the court’s broaden-
ing effort to expand religious protections 
for religious people … especially those 
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ART

Double exposure
Longtime couple creates first art 
exhibition together

RICH LOPEZ  |  Staff writer
rich@dallasvoice.com
 

uinn Powell and 
Todd Smith’s 
East Dallas home 
feels like a sanc-
tuary. Deep in the 
Junius Heights 
neighborhood, 
the two live in 
beautifully de-

signed interiors with a peaceful koi 
pond and lush foliage in the backyard. 
Their space is certainly inspired. And 
perhaps it’s that inspiration that drives 
their artistic endeavors. 

When he’s not serving as a creative 
designer for the Dallas Morning News, 
Powell is a painter. His works evoke 
both his heritage and history. Smith is a 
sculptor who creates shapes and images 
through driftwood. The two have been 
together for more than 20 years, but they 
have have just embarked on a new first 
as a couple. 

“Guinn has done shows before, but 
this will be my first one,” Smith said.

“And as a married couple, this show 
is the two of us coming together for the 
first time as artists,” Powell added. 

Powell and Smith are featured in this 
month’s exhibition, Two Spirit, current-
ly on display at the Oak Lawn Library 
throughout October. The exhibition fea-
tures about 20 pieces from both artists, 
and an artists’ reception will be held at 
the library on Saturday, Oct. 8, from 1-3 
p.m.

“It’s singular because we are two art-
ists coming together as one for this,” 
Smith said. 

With such distinctly different media, 
the two curated the show mostly to 
each’s own tastes. They acknowledge 
that there isn’t an underlying dialogue 
between their art. In fact, they really 
kind of stay out of each other’s way 
when creating —  unless one asks for 
feedback from the other.

For Two Spirit, Powell and Smith 
went with their individual gut feelings 
on what to present.

“Everything really happened natu-
rally, but we didn’t coordinate any rela-
tion between our works,” Powell said. 
“For me, I start off by thinking ‘I have 
a deadline to create pieces for a show.’ 
I start churning away at work. That’s 
how my ideas come to me in the mo-
ment,” Powell said.

With an Afro-centric perspective, 
many of Powell’s pieces stem from ar-
chival images he finds via the Library 
of Congress. “That gives me the imag-
ery I want to work with. I take that and 
convert it into what I’m actually think-
ing at the time,” he explained. 

Powell sees his work for the exhibi-
tion as more of a collective. That focus 
on similar themes tells him he’s on the 
right path. In Two Spirit, he presents 
several landscapes but also presents an 
historic nod to rural living.

“I want to invite the viewer into the 
pieces and let them decide what speaks 
to them,” he added. 

Appropriately enough for his drift-
wood art, Smith describes it as an or-
ganic process. 

“I can start with one piece, and the 

wood tells me what direction I’m go-
ing or what the story is going to be,” he 
said. “It really comes alive the moment 
I follow the direction of the driftwood. 

Smith not only creates sculptural 
pieces, he also creates table bases with 
the driftwood that he harvests from 
nearby White Rock Lake. 

“There is the feeling inside because 
this thing was alive at one time, and so 
I do have this sense that it’s telling me 
something,” he said. 

Before retiring to commit to art full 
time, Smith worked as a floral design-
er. He said plants and trees always felt 
right, and his background was always 
in or around beautification and nature. 

“It just really feeds my soul,” he said. 
Two Spirit features both his sculp-

tures and tablework. 
Powell has shown at the Oak Lawn 

Library before in solo shows, but both 
feel a connection to exhibiting their 
work in the middle of the Gayborhood. 

“It feels good to show here, and we’re 
so thankful there is a space like that and 
that we’re here,” Smith said. 

The two are looking forward to their 
reception on Saturday and to introduc-
ing their art to the public. 

“I hope people like it so much they 

Painter Guinn Powell and Sculptor Todd Smith, a couple for more than 20 years, are joining 
forces for the Two Spirit exhibit at the Oak Lawn Library.
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religions that are evangelical and main-
stream. The court is increasingly solici-
tous of religion claims.”

• Klein v. Oregon: This is a copycat case 
on a repeat appeal, and the Supreme 
Court has not yet indicated whether it 
will take it up. In Klein v. Oregon, the Or-
egon Court of Appeals ruled that a baker 
could not cite her religious beliefs in or-
der to violate a state law that prohibits 
discrimination based on sexual orienta-
tion in public accommodations.

The U.S. Supreme Court vacated that 
state decision in 2019 and asked the low-
er court to reconsider the case “in light 
of” Masterpiece Cakeshop v. Colorado. Or-
egon did and came back with the same 
decision: A baker could not claim a free 
exercise of religion right to violate a state 
law against discrimination in public ac-
commodations. 

• Florida v. NetChoice: In this case, Flor-
ida appeals to defend its newly-passed 
law that stops social media from “cen-

soring users based on view-
point.” LGBTQ groups say 
that social media groups 
should be able to ban hate 
speech because, “Without 
adequate content moderation 
policies, digital forums and 
apps can become breeding 
grounds for homophobia, 
bullying (cyber and other-
wise), harassment, and mis-
information.” The 11th Circuit 
U.S. Court of Appeals ruled 
the Florida law violated the 
First Amendment rights of the 
social media companies. It cit-
ed such Supreme Court prece-
dents as Hurley v. Irish-Ameri-
can Gay, establishing the right 
of a St. Patrick’s Day parade 
organizer to ban participation 
by LGBTQ groups. The Su-
preme Court has not yet indi-

cated whether it will hear the appeal, but 
several panelists at preview conferences 
said they believe there’s a good likeli-
hood it will.

• NetChoice v. Texas: Texas and Florida 
are often dancing together these days 
and have done so here, with Texas also 
passing a law to stop social media from 
banning certain “viewpoints.” This case 
is still in procedural motions in lower 
courts, with the latest — a Fifth Circuit 
order — allowing the law to take effect 
while the legal challenge winds its way 
through the courts. NetChoice asked the 
Supreme Court to vacate the Fifth Cir-
cuit’s order and, in an apparent 6-3 vote, 
the court granted that request, keeping 
the Texas law null for now. Justices Sam-
uel Alito, Clarence Thomas and Neil 
Gorsuch dissented. The case on the mer-
its of the legal challenge will now pro-
ceed.            █

© 2022 Keen News Service. All rights re-
served.
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tell their friends,” Powell said and re-
minded that all works are open for pur-
chase. “When people see my work and 
they want to take it home, that means 
so much.”

For his first show, Smith said he 
hasn’t had any nerves about his work 
being out there and doesn’t mind flex-
ing his artistic muscle. 

“I hope people are moved when they 

see Guinn’s work. And I hope my piec-
es can evoke something in the viewers. 
Art adds something to my soul that 
wasn’t there before, so I hope people 
can come away with that same sort of 
connection.”           █

Two Spirit runs through Oct. 29 at the 
Oak Lawn Library; artist reception 1-3 p.m. 
Saturday. See the artists’ work at Guinn-
Powell.com and DriftwoodTodd.com.

SCOTUS From Page 13

NCLR Legal Director Shannon Minter
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A man — and a murder — remembered
The 1996 slaying of Michael 
Robert is back in the news as 
the man who admitted killing 
him is released, then sent 
back to prison

DAVID WEBB  |  Contributing Writer
davidwaynewebb@yahoo.com

he tragic murder 
of a prominent 
South Texas gay ac-
tivist 26 years ago 
has been brought 
back to the fore-
front for relatives 
and friends of the 

murdered man because of his kill-
er’s continued criminal activity. 
Sean Keith Fey, 55, pleaded guilty to the 
bloody slaying in 1996 of Texas Human 
Rights Foundation board member Mi-
chael O’Bannon Robert but served only 
19 years of his 35-year sentence. Now, 
however, Fey has landed back in pris-
on after violating his parole with illegal 
drug activity.

Fey was convicted on May 25 this year 
of possession of a controlled substance 
after police found the drugs on him 
during an arrest in 2021 on suspicion of 
making a terroristic threat in Guadalupe 
County.

Fey was held in jail on the parole vi-
olation charge after his arrest until his 
transport to the Garza West Unit of the 
Texas Department of Criminal Justice in 
Beeville on July 29. He now must serve 
an additional five-year sentence on the 
drug conviction.

Unless Fey is granted parole again, his 
release date will be May 23, 2036, when 
he will be 69 years old.

Fey, who also went by the name of 
Shawn McClure, was a 29-year-old drift-
er when he met Robert, the owner of 
the Seahorse Inn in Port Aransas. The 
two developed a friendship and “may-
be something more,” according to Rob-
ert’s first cousin, Andrea Heaberlin of 
San Marcos. They reportedly met at an 
LGBTQ function.

The Seahorse Inn, which Robert had 
inherited from his romantic partner, Jack 
Cobb, after Cobb’s death in the early 
1990s, became a popular vacation site 
for LGBTQ people and groups before 
Robert’s death. It was advertised in This 
Week in Texas and other gay publications.

Cobb, a Dallas native who lived most 
of his life in Port Aransas, was a flam-
boyant opera lover who traveled the 
world and collected art and antiques, 
including a grand piano. He and Robert, 
a Port Aransas native, lived together for 
many years, often throwing lavish par-
ties, before Cobb died of a heart attack in 
1985 in Longview while traveling, Hea-
berlin said.

“If you were invited to the Seahorse,” 
she said, “you went.”

Lead up to a murder

Heaberlin said that Robert and Fey, 
who had a girlfriend at the time, had a 
“falling out” soon after their relationship 

started, reportedly over Fey stealing 
from Robert. She described Fey’s behav-
ior as “erratic.”

Then in 1994 Robert filed charges 
against Fey for unauthorized use of Rob-

ert’s 1990 Cadillac and the theft of other 
items from his home.

“Michael got rid of him and wouldn’t 
let him near the place for a time,” Hea-
berlin said of the incident.

But Robert apparently ran into Fey 
again in 1996 and again allowed him to 
visit his home, Heaberlin said. He re-
portedly had told friends that Fey was 
a troubled person whom he was trying 
to help.

“That very day he killed Michael,” 
Heaberlin said. “It was tragic, wanton 
and uncalled for. Michael made a mis-
take.”

Fey pleaded guilty in February 1997 
without making a statement in court 
about the murder. His lawyer then told 
Robert’s friends and relatives that Fey 
wanted them to know the murder was 
not planned and that “things got out of 
hand.”

“That’s all I ever got, just that things 
got out of hand,” said Heaberlin, who 
attended the court appearance with her 
husband. 

Heaberlin said that Robert’s sister — 
Judith Robert, who died in 1997 — ap-
proved of the guilty plea in connection 
with the capital murder charge against 
Fey. Robert had only one other sibling, 
a brother who could not be reached for 
comment.

Michael Robert with Lady Bird Johnson (Screenshot from HoustonLGBTHistory.org)

A marker honoring Michael O’Bannon Robert in the Robert family plot in Prairie View Cemetery in 
Aransas Pass (Photo from FindAGrave.com)
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Out of prison, then back in
Heaberlin said that she was notified in 

2016 when Fey was released, and that it 
did not surprise her because it is “stan-
dard procedure” when someone has 
served more than half of a sentence.

Still, she said, “I wouldn’t have voted 
for it, but I don’t get a vote.”

Heaberlin said she was surprised to 
learn that Fey had violated his parole 
and had been returned to prison.

“You would think that someone who 
had been in prison for almost 20 years 
and got out would know better,” she 
said. “It was incredibly stupid.”

Fey was released to supervision by the 
parole department in Nueces County, 
according to court records. He lived in 
Corpus Christi and in Seguin before his 
incarceration in the Guadalupe County 
Jail in March of 2021, according to an on-
line search of his whereabouts.

His first sign of a possible parole vio-
lation occurred in October of 2020 when 
he was charged with alleged criminal 
trespass in Bexar County, but that charge 
was dismissed.

The aftermath of murder

Robert’s body was found by the man-
ager of the Seahorse Inn when the man-
ager reported to work on Aug. 8, 1996. 
His death was attributed to bleeding 
from neck wounds thought to have been 
inflicted the previous night.

Fey was arrested by Texas Rangers on 
Aug. 14, 1996, on the 1994 charge of un-
authorized use of Robert’s vehicle that 
apparently was never withdrawn.

After Robert’s murder, Fey apparently 
again stole his car and yet more items, 
and the car was found abandoned in 

Brownsville, leading authorities to sus-
pect Fey had fled to Mexico.

Heaberlin said that she was the execu-
tor of Robert’s estate, and she ran the ho-
tel for a year until all legal matters were 
settled. 

Heaberlin sold the Seahorse Inn a year 
after Robert’s death to two women who 
changed the name to Belle’s Sea Inn. 
Belle’s Sea Inn is still in operation.

“After it was sold, I never set foot on 
the place again,” Heaberlin said. “I never 
went back. I never wanted to see it again. 
There was too much trauma and heart-
break.”

A life cut short

In the 1960s and 1970s, Robert worked 
as a teacher in California, then he lived 
in London, England, before returning 
home to the Corpus Christi Bay Area. He 
had a bachelor’s degree in theater with a 
minor in English from Southwest Texas 
State University in San Marcos.

Robert did volunteer work for the 
Coastal Bend AIDS Foundation and 
served Thanksgiving dinner to AIDS pa-
tients.

An avid Democrat, Robert served as 
Nueces County Precinct 19 chairman in 
the early 1990s,  and he ran unsuccess-
fully for Nueces County justice of the 
peace in Port Aransas in 1992. He also 
worked in the campaigns of Gov. Ann 
Richards and President Bill Clinton.

If Robert had lived, he would be 77 
today.

“Michael was a kind and generous 
man, concerned about people’s welfare,” 
Heaberlin said of her cousin. “He did a 
lot of good. He was my best friend in the 
world. I loved him more than anybody 
else.”            █

An ad for the Seahorse Inn that ran in This Week in Texas in 1996 (Screenshot taken from 
HoustonLGBTHistory.com)
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choir, so it was just a natural pivot to do 
the same thing for a Pride organization,” 
he said. “Both of us have careers — I am 
a nurse practitioner, and Jon has decades 
of experience in corporate America — so 
we have that experience in how to grow 
networks, get in touch with the right 
people.

“It’s just sort of a natural fit in terms of 
what we do and our experiences in our 
personal and professional lives,” Justin 
added.

The two men knew they had to “make 
sure to do this right,” Justin continued. 
“That meant that we had to get the 
community and community leaders in-
volved from the start. That meant we 
had to involve ourselves in the fabric of 
the community so people could get to 
know us and understand we want to do 
something that is for Frisco and by Fris-
co, but also for the greater community.”

So they started by going out and meet-
ing people and being involved in the 
Frisco community. They learned, they 
said, that the while the Frisco “power 
players may not be fully supportive or 
openly supportive, they do at least un-
derstand and respect what we are trying 
to do.”

One myth they had to battle early on, 
the men said, was the idea that there 
weren’t any LGBTQ people in Frisco, or 
at least, not many. The key was explain-
ing that just because you couldn’t see 
LGBTQ people, that didn’t mean they 
weren’t there.

“Frisco is one of the fastest-growing 
cities in the area. Between 2000 and 2022, 
some 200,000 people have moved here,” 
Justin said. “Some of those people are 
LGBTQ.”

And then, there are the youth. “Con-
sidering that the school district here 
has more than 66,000 students, about a 
third of the population here is under 18,” 
Jon said. “And studies have shown that 
about 20 percent of Gen Z — one in five 
— identify as a member of the LGBTQ 
community. This time in their lives, they 
are at some very pivotal moments when 
they need the support of their commu-
nity, when their parents are looking for 
resources. And there are none here local-
ly for them.

“There are, though, some crazy 
churches here in Frisco that want to tell 
them there is something wrong with 
them,” he continued. “There is even one 

that offers conversion therapy, which is 
very dangerous, very harmful to young 
people.”

There is also the fact that Frisco’s gov-
ernment and civic leaders are fighting 
hard to bring new business and indus-
try to the area. And the most successful 
businesses and industries are those that 
are dedicated to the concept of DEI — di-
versity, equity and inclusion. So if Frisco 
wants to attract those businesses, the city 
also has to show its commitment to the 
DEI ideal.

“We decided that we were not going 
to wait for the mayor or the city council 
to wake up and decide to get on this DEI 
train,” Justin said. “We are going to get 
the train moving, and they can either get 
on or get left behind.”

The Culpeppers said that once they 
decided they had to do something to 
help fill these gaps, they decided they 
would be as “organic and methodical” 
about that as they were about acclimat-
ing to their new home in the first place. 
They started by hosting a holiday party 
at their home last December, announcing 
then that they would be hold Frisco’s 
first Pride event on the second Saturday 
of October this year.

They have held a number of “pop-up” 
events throughout the year to lead up to 
Saturday’s main event, a family-friendly 
block party featuring live music, food, 
vendors, games, door prizes, local sports 
teams and more — all happening from 
noon to 4 p.m. at Grace Avenue United 
Methodist Church, 3521 Main St. in Fris-
co.

Holding the Pride party not only at a 
church but at a church on Main Street 
will help show that “this is going to be 
a phenomenal, uplifting and affirming 
event. Having it at the church turns all 
their arguments about perversions on 
their heads,” Jon said. “It’s not a reli-
gious event, but having it at the church 
takes away a lot of those weapons they 
use against us.

“The best time to do this was a long 
time ago. But the second-best time is 
now, and so we’re doing it,” Jon said. 
Justin added, “We have always set high 
goals for ourselves. What we want to do 
now is turn a gap in resources into an 
opportunity for the LGBTQ community 
and for the community at large to come 
together.

“This is just the start.”            █

5610 Lemmon Ave, Ste d, Dallas, TX
(214) 522-2887 • totalmedsolutions.com
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GAY AGENDA

CHRISTIAN AND GAY
Chase Oaks Church 
continues its efforts to help 
change the narrative created 
by traditional faith groups 
about the LGBTQ community 

by, for the second time, hosting the Revoice 
Conference, a national gathering for gay, 
lesbian, bisexual and other same-sex-attracted 
Christians. The conference continues through 
Oct. 8 at the Chase Oaks Church Legacy 
Campus, , 281 Legacy Drive in Plano. See 
listings for details.

GOOD EATS, GOOD CAUSE, 
BIG SECRET 
Do you like to mix your 
charitable efforts with good 
food and just a dash of 
mystery. “Guess Who’s 

Coming to Dinner,” presented by the DFW 
Human Rights Campaign Federal Club 
and the North Texas LGBT Chamber of 
Commerce, offers just that. Individuals host 
special dinner parties in secret locations, 
and then everyone heads to a second secret 
location for dessert, cocktails and a silent 
auction. Where does it all happen? RSVP now 
at EventBrite.com.

ICONIC ENTERTAINMENT
The one and only Tasha Kohl 
welcomes a whole new crew 
of iconic queens to The Rose 
Room inside S4, 3911 Cedar 
Springs, for The Icon Show 

XIII. Cassie Nova will be on hand to host the 
show that will feature Axel Andrews, EV Vega, 
Josephine O’hara Andrews and, of course, 
Tasha herself. And if that weren’t enough, there 
will also be an audience costume contest with 
a cash prize of $100 to the winner.

Pride is contagious! It used to be that Pride was a celebration that happened once a year and only down in the Gayborhood. Now, though, 
Dallas has TWO Pride celebrations each year, and so does Fort Worth. And, even better, Pride celebrations are popping up all over the 
Metroplex — North Texas Pride in McKinney, Carrollton Pride, Arlington Pride and more. Now, we can add Frisco Pride to the list. 
The Pride Frisco inaugural block party takes place Saturday, Oct. 8, from noon-4 p.m. at Grace Avenue UMC, 3521 Main St. in Frisco. 
Check the calendar listings and the Frisco Pride event page on Facebook for more details.

PLAN YOUR WEEK
n Red for community events
n Blue for arts and entertainment
n Purple for sports
n Green for nightlife
n Orange for civic events and holidays

n Weekly: Frontrunners
Running club for the LGBTQ community 
and allies of DFW. Meet at 7:15 p.m. on 
Wednesdays and 8:30 a.m. on Saturdays 
at the corner of Hall Street and Turtle Creek 
Boulevard in Turtle Creek Park for a one-hour 
walk/run on the Katy Trail.

OCTOBER
n Through Oct. 8: Revoice Conference
Chase Oaks Church is attempting to change 
the narrative created by traditional faith 
groups toward the LGBTQ community. 
For the second year, Chase Oaks is opening 
its doors to the annual Revoice Conference, 
 a national gathering for gay, lesbian, bisexual 
and other same-sex-attracted Christians. 
Chase Oaks Church Legacy Campus, 
at 281 Legacy Drive, Plano.

n Oct. 8: Pride Frisco Inaugural Block Party
Family-friendly, food trucks, entertainment, 
vendors, face painting, games at Pride Frisco’s 
inaugural Block Party from noon-4 p.m. at 
Grace Avenue UMC, 3521 Main St., Frisco. 
Find more information at the Facebook event 
page and in our interview in this issue of 
Dallas Voice.

n Oct. 8: Guess Who’s Coming to Dinner
DFW Human Rights Campaign Federal Club 
and the North Texas LGBT Chamber of 
Commerce invite you to an eventful dinner 
sponsored by individual hosts. Dinner locations 
are secret, and you never know where you 
might end up. Guests will then go to another 
secret location for dessert, cocktails and a 
silent auction. $85. RSVP at EventBrite.com.

n Oct. 8: Oak Cliff Flamenco Festival
Grand finale featuring Grammy winning 
Jorge Pardo and Five Artists from Spain at 
8 p.m. at the Majestic Theater, 1925 Elm St. 
FlamencoFever.org.

n Oct. 8: Dallas Black Dance Theatre
The 17th annual DanceAfrica Festival 
and Marketplace from 10 a.m.-2 p.m. 
in Klyde Warren Park.

n Oct. 8: Paul Taylor Dance Company
The Eisemann Center presents the Paul Taylor 
Dance Company, 2351 Performance Drive, 
Richardson. EisemannCenter.com.

n Oct. 8-9: That ’70s Show
The Turtle Creek Chorale breaks Sean’s rule 
— don’t sing along — with a ’70s singalong at 
7:30 p.m. on Saturday and 3 p.m. on Sunday 
at SMU McFarlin Auditorium. 
TurtleCreekChorale.com.

n Oct. 9: The Icon Show XIII
Legendary entertainer Tasha Kohl welcomes 
a whole new set of queens to “The Icon Show 

XIII” from 6-9 p.m. in The Rose Room inside 
S4, 3911 Cedar Springs Road. Tickets range 
from $25-$35, available at EventBrite.com. 

n Oct. 10: Indigenous Peoples Day

n Oct. 11: National Coming Out Day

n Oct. 11: Texas LGBTQ Unity Conference
The Unity Conference, themed “Reigniting 
Allyship through Diversity, Equity, and 
Inclusion” brings together distinguished 
LGBTQ leaders who address topics 
regarding leadership, professional 
development, community building and career 
advancement. Attendees will leave with a 
better understanding of the LGBTQ climate, 
equipping organizations to build fully inclusive 
workplaces and boost their competitive edge. 
Black trans activist Raquel Willis is 
the featured speaker. W Hotel, 
200 Lavaca St., Austin. Register at 
NationalDiversityCouncilRegistration.org/tx/
lgbtq/2022.

n Oct. 12: Same-sex spouse grief group
Grief support group for people who have lost 
a same-sex spouse or partner meets on Zoom 
on the second Wednesday of the month from 
6:30-8 p.m. For notifications, contact Richard 
DeKnock at tastefullyrichard@gmail.com.

n Oct. 13-30: Trouble in Mind
Follow an experienced Black stage actress 
through rehearsals of a major Broadway 

production in Alice Childress’s funny, moving, 
and ultimately shattering look at racism, 
identity, and ego in the high-stakes world of 
New York theater. Kalita Humphreys Theater, 
3636 Turtle Creek Blvd. 
DallasTheaterCenter.org.

n Oct. 13-Nov. 13: Young Frankenstein
The Mel Brooks musical is produced by 
Theatre Three in partnership with Fort Worth’s 
Circle Theatre and directed by Joel Ferrell 
with music direction by Cody Dry. 
Theatre3Dallas.com.

n  Oct. 14: Dallas International Film Festival
The 16th Dallas International Film Festival 
takes place Oct. 14-20 at Alamo Drafthouse 
Dallas/Fort Worth (Cedars), 1005 S. Lamar St. 
Tickets are available at DallasFilm.org.

Have an event coming up? Email your 
information to Managing Editor Tammye Nash 
at nash@dallasvoice.com or Senior Staff Writer 

David Taffet at taffet@dallasvoice.com by 
Monday at 5 p.m. for that week’s issue.

Look for extended listings online at  
DallasVoice.com
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Finding your Jamie
Happy fall y’all! Tis my favorite time 

of the year. Now if it would just get cool 
enough that I could break out all of my 
fabulous sweaters and hoodies. I love 
sweata weatha. You know, those 10 to 
14 days we get here in Texas that we can 
wear our cute clothes without sweating 
like a priest at a screening of Lyle, Lyle 
Crocodile.

I am so thankful that I have a 
husband. I keep hearing horror 
stories from my single friends that 
make me more and more thankful 
each day. It seems like every week 
or so, one of my friends tells me 
about the awful date or hook-up 
that they had. And, after watching 
that damned Dahmer series on Netflix, 
I worry about them all.

Y’all be careful out there, and if it feels 
weird, follow your gut and get the fuck 
out of there!

Jamie and I have been together close to 
20 years, but before I found my prince, I 
had to fuck a bunch of frogs. 

This one time, when I was in my late 
20s, I went out to JR.’s for a night of 
drinking and debauchery. You always 
know when a gay is going out looking 
to get laid because they go out by them-
selves — skulking around in the hopes 
of landing that elusive, big ol’ peen: Be 
bery bery qwiet; I’m huntin menzez. 

On this particular night I was sitting 
at the bar, hoping against hope that the 
people I knew that saw me out would 
call me James and not Cassie. Unfortu-
nately, many guys will lose all interest 
once they find out you do drag, so I 
would never start a conversation with, 
“Hi, I’m a drag queen.” I wasn’t looking 
for anything more than a night of fun, so 
I didn’t care if they didn’t care for drag. 

That is when I see the cutest cowboy 
sitting a few seats down from me. He 
smiles; I smile. He offers to buy me a 
drink; I say okay. He waves the bartend-
er over, and it was Stu, a friend I have 
known forever. Stu asks if I want my 
usual; I say sure.

(My usual at that time was Southern 
Comfort. Gaak! I can’t even think about 
drinking that now. The smell alone 
makes me wanna hurl!)

Any who, the cowboy and I toast to a 
good night and down our shots.

He moves over closer, and we start a 
conversa-

tion 
that lasts 
for a few 
hours. I am 
having the best 
time, and I  am al-
ready planning my wed-
ding to this rando-cowboy 
that I’ve just met.

Every once in a while, during 
our very intense conversation, some-
one would recognize me as they walked 
by would say “Hey Gurl,” or “Hello 
James.” I flinched every time, just know-
ing someone was going to call me Cassie 
and ruin my good time.

The cowboy never stopped looking at 
me. It was all butterflies and cowbells. 
So, when closing time came around, he 
asked if I would like to go to his place. 
Trying not to seem too eager, I said okay. 
He drove a big ol’ dually pick-up truck 
and lived off Marsh Lane and Northwest 
Highway. So I was like, “OMG, cool! He 
doesn’t live that far from me!”

That was perfect since, in my head, 
we were about to start dating. His house 
was cute and clean; I was in heaven.

As soon as he shut his door, we 
started to kiss — hard and passionate. 
Things were going really well … until he 

stopped and asked how much was this 
going to cost him.

I said, “What?” He said he wanted to 
know how 

much 
this ses-

sion was go-
ing to cost him 

because he didn’t 
have that much cash 

on him.
My heart fucking broke.

I said, “You think I am a pros-
titute?” He said, “Yes! You knew ev-

eryone in the bar, and they knew you, 
so I figured you had to be a hooker or 
something.” I said,“Or something! I’m a 
fucking drag queen, you asshole. I work 
in the bars; that is why everyone knows 
me. I am not a fucking hooker you idiot!”

I just sat there heartbroken. Pretty 
Woman did not prepare me for this.

He said,”Oh shit, I fucked up. I’m sor-
ry.” I didn’t know what to do. I just sat 
there and got mad — mad at myself for 
not being honest about the drag thing 
sooner and mad at him for thinking I 
was a ho.

But my anger turned into horniness as 
he tried to make it up to me by — well, 
you know.

Then anger returned during sex, so I 
came on his back, wiped my dick on his 
curtains and left!

I walked all the way from his house to 

my apartment that was by the Hidden 
Door, and I dramatically cried part of the 
way. I never saw him again. 

Then, a few weeks later, the next guy 
I kinda liked finally asked me out. He 
was totally cool with the drag thing — 
like I’m a werewolf or something. He 
loved hanging out with me and calling 

me his boyfriend while we were out at 
the bars. Of course, he would get star 
treatment being with me: He rarely 
paid for a drink, and he got in free 
wherever we went. We would hold 
hands and kiss, very lightly, while 
we were in public.

But the second we were alone, or I 
was out of drag, it was hands to him-

self and have-a-great-night-goodbye.
Once I realized he wasn’t just taking 

it slow and that instead he was just a star 
fucker, I ended it! I’m ashamed to say I 
let it go on longer than it should have. It 
was nice to have someone, even if it was 
fake.

It took me a long while to love myself 
enough to not be treated poorly by these 
“men.”

Like I said, I am thankful to have my 
man, and I know how lucky I am. I hope 
you all find your Jamie!

Remember to always love more, bitch 
less and be fabulous! XOXO, Cassie 
Nova   

█  browse
For a more complete Community 

Calendar online, visit 
Tinyurl.com/dvevents.

█  submit
To submit an item for inclusion in 

the Community Calendar, visit 
Tinyurl.com/dvevents.

this week’s solution

Cassie Nova
ASK A DRAG QUEEN
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PEOPLE, PLACES AND FACES

SCENE • Glow Party at S4
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SCENE • Trans Pride Party 
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SCENE • 
LGBT Chamber 
Awards Luncheon
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SCENE • 
LGBT Chamber 
Awards Luncheon

11311 Harry Hines Blvd. #603
Facing Joe Field Plaza on Joe Field

972-243-2707
Sun-Thur 10am-12am
Fri & Sat 10am-2am

Watch All The Movies In  
Our World Famous 1200 Channel Arcade

1
-3

5
N

R
EE

D
ER

JOE FIELD

ROYAL

H
A

R
RY

 H
IN

ES

Home of the 
World Famous  
All-Day Movie Pass!

Video Rooms - $12 • Over 1200 Channels

FIND IT ALL HERE AT 

AMAZING
INTIMATE ESSENTIALS Adult DVD, Novelties, Magazines

SUNDAYS at 1 p.m. 
on 89.3 KNON-FM 

with David Taffet, Lerone Landis 
and the always late Patti Fink.

Lambda 
Weekly

PEOPLE, PLACES AND FACES

PEOPLE, PLACES AND FACES



30     dallasvoice.com     █     10.07.22

MarketPlace
Legal

THE

PAINTER
Specializing In Interior Painting

25 Years Experience
Free Estimates

Extremely Meticulous
TONY R.

972-754-1536
TonyRThePainter@netscape.com

Services

HELP WANTED
Immediate career opportunity for a licensed 

stylist/hairstylist in North Dallas salon, 
searching for assistant to the owner.

Must be skilled at shampooing, coloring, styling and 
providing reception and bookingskills. Needs to fit 

salon’s culture and understand the needs and wants 
of the demographics of the salon. 

All inquiries please contact 
 Carr Salon

214-520-0116
email résumé - wmcarrsalon@gmail.com

 Employment

MarketPlace
Your calling card for LGBT Texas business

For  information on adverrtising, call us at:
214-754-8710 ext. 110. Visit us online at:

dallasvoice.com/marketplace

The Premier Media Source for LGBT Texas

2528 W. Walnut, Garland 
972-276-0893

10ml Aromas just $9.95
Top Selling 30ml Aromas 

Plus all the adult toys 
you can imagine!

RUSH in today!
Huge Selection!

Adult

 Employment

 Hotel

AFFIRMATIVE COUSELING
SERVING THE LGBTQIA+ COMMUNITY

IN THE HEART OF OAKLAWN

ACCEPTING NEW CLIENTS

3710 RAWLINS, STE. 1420 • DALLAS, TX 75219

214-385-5445
RROOMFORCHANGE.INFO

LOW CASH RATES & MOST MAJOR INSURANCE ACCEPTED

Services

A Legacy of

ADAM MURPHY
972.795.0125

adammurphy@daveperrymiller.com

Real EstateLuxuryLuxury

 Real Estate

Fence Staining, interior/exterior,
tape, Bed & texture

MeticulouS & attention to detail
poWer WaSHing

469-471-8618
25 YearS experience! 

SatiSFaction guaranteed! 
neat, clean & reliaBle

eddie’S 
qualitY painting

Services
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Your Next Move 
is Key!

• Award Winning Real Estate 
• Tech Savvy Marketing Plans
• Innovative approach 
   to moving

Visit: hGroupHomes.com
Call: 214.659.3624

Phil Hobson

 Real Estate

• Buyer and Seller Specialist
• Accrediated Buyer Representative
• Seller Representative Specialist
• Graduate Realtor Institute
• Relocation Specialist
• Accrediated Staging Professional
• Concierge-Level Service

SCOTT CARNES
REALTOR®

GRI, ABR, SRS, ePRO, ASP
214.490.6895
scottcarnes@dpmre.com
yourhomeindallas.com

The most comfortable 
deal in real estate
Don’t make a move without me
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VOTED BEST MOVERS 11 YEARS & COUNTING

Fantastic Moves

Experience Counts!20+ Years Supporting the Community
214.349.6683

www.FantasticMoves.com
10610 Metric Drive, Suite # 175 Dallas, TX  75243

Services
Solution on Page 24

Across
 1 “Beat it!”
 5 Intense attraction, with “the”
 9 Charles, who could make
 you a man
14 Award for Ursula Le Guin
15 Surfer’s paradise
16 Whistle ___ You Work
17 Start of a quote by 42-Across
20 Cole Porter title city
21 Words before speak
22 Go down
23 Bygone dictator of
 Nureyev’s land
25 Ward of Once and Again
27 Suck air
30 Forbidden fruits
34 More of the quote
38 Snatch excitedly
39 If I Were a ___ Man
40 Piece of leg
42 Carson’s girlfriend, in 
 A League of Their Own
43 Concerning
44 More of the quote
46 Thou ___ not admit adultery
 (Bible joke)
48 Nurse Jackie protrayer

49 Prince William, to Diana
50 Hollywood’s Rowlands
52 It’s low for a butch’s voice
55 End of the quote
59 Cher’s son Chaz
60 Kind of stimulating
61 Kitchen appliance brand
63 Kid needing a 
 butt-whipping
64 Porn star Hartley
65 Michael Musto dirt
66 Barneys event
67 Like Lea DeLaria’s comedy
68 Arrow shaft

Down
 1 The Queen Elizabeth, et al.
 2 Rumba king Xavier
 3 Socrates’ market
 4 It hangs in the locker room
 5 Gardener’s long tool
 6 Trireme propellers
 7 Logical beginning
 8 Actions for Lambda Legal
 9 Leather sticker
10 Sex symbol of the silents
11 Shakespeare’s Iago, notably
12 “And another thing ...”

13 Penetrate slowly
18 Ho predecessor
19 Bishop and Teasdale
24 Equal rights org.
26 Jessica of Feud
28 Cliche-ridden
29 Accumulated, with “up”
31 Aladdin password
32 Perform better than
33 Eliza’s rainy plain country
34 Gershwin and Levin
35 Gossip from Ted 
Casablanca, e.g.
36 Like many 
 “Stop Aids” signs
37 Circle of Barber’s music
41 So-so Broadway work?
45 Elite Navy diver
47 Alternative to HBO
51 How two hearts may beat
53 Holly and more
54 Entire range
55 Nickelodeon explorer
56 Dry as a bone
57 Cristina of Grey’s Anatomy
58 Carbon compound
59 Air rifles shoot them off
62 We ___ Family

Declaration of 
IndependencePUZZLE | 




