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Bites from our blog
InstanTEA: DallasVoice.com

‘No Second Chances’ 
premieres at Sue Ellen’s

Have you ever met someone for the first 
time and just known them? Just been drawn to 
them? Have you ever experienced anything akin 
to love at first sight? That’s the idea behind No 
Second Chances, the play being premiered this 
weekend at Sue Ellen’s, 3014 Throckmorton.

Directed by Noelle Carmen, No Second 
Chances is about “the moment your soul 
recognizes someone you loved deeply in 
another life.” The production is a fundraiser for 
programs and organizations benefitting LGBTQ 
youth.

Shows are at 7 p.m. Friday-Sunday, March 
25-27. Visit the EventBrite website for more info.

— Tammye Nash

Appellate court upholds 
injunction against investigations 
into trans youths’ families

Texas’ Third Circuit Court of Appeals has once 
again dismissed an appeal by Attorney Gen-
eral Ken Paxton, leaving in place a state-wide 
injunction halting investigations into families and 
medical professionals providing gender-affirming 
healthcare for transgender children.

In a ruling issued Monday, March 21, the 
appellate court wrote, “Having reviewed the 
record, we conclude that reinstating the 
temporary injunction is necessary to maintain 
the status quo and preserve the rights of all 
parties.” The ruling came in a lawsuit filed 
by the family of a trans teen against Gov. 
Greg Abbott and the Texas Department of 
Family and Protective Services after Abbott 

ordered DFPS to begin investigations based 
on Paxton’s non-binding opinion claiming that 
gender-affirming health care for trans children 
is child abuse.

Travis County District Court Judge Amy 
Clark Meachum initially issued a temporary re-
straining order halting the investigation into the 
plaintiff family. A week later the judge expand-
ed that TRO to apply to such families state-
wide. In expanding the order, she ruled that 
there was a “substantial likelihood” that the 
plaintiffs will succeed in their lawsuit because 
Abbott’s directive to DFPS to investigate such 
families, and to “mandatory reporters” to 
report instances in which trans children are 
receiving gender-affirming care, is “beyond the 
scope of his authority and unconstitutional.”

Paxton had appealed both injunctions to the 
Third Circuit appellate court, which dismissed 
his appeal both times.

— Tammye Nash

Dallas Pride needs volunteers
Dallas Pride is returning in full force this June 

— with the festival on Saturday, June 4, and the 
Alan Ross Texas Freedom Parade on Sunday, 
June 5, both at Fair Park — and organizers are 
looking for volunteers to help with the weekend 
long celebration.

Volunteer opportunities are available for 
Thursday afternoon, June 2, to help with check 
in and set up; for Friday morning and afternoon, 
June 3, to help with check in and set up; all day 
Saturday, June 4, to help with the Dallas Pride 
Music Festival at Fair Park, and for Sunday, 
June 5, to help with the parade at Fair Park.

Sign up at the Volunteer Portal at Dal-
lasPride.org.

— Tammye Nash

Illinois trans activist 
found dead in Lake Michigan

The body of Elise Malary, 31, a prominent 
transgender activist missing since March 9, 
was found last Thursday, March 17, in Lake 
Michigan, according to a report by Washington 
Blade. Evanston, Ill., police confirmed Saturday, 
March 19, that the body pulled from the lake was 
Malary.

Malary sent a text to her sister, Fabiana, 
around 9 a.m. on March 9. That was her last 
known contact. Her family reported her missing 
on March 11, and when police went to her apart-
ment to investigate, they found the apartment 
unlocked but with no signs of foul play, and her 
car was missing.

Her 2008 Honda Accord was found late Tues-
day, March 15, in a parking lot about two blocks 
from her home in Evanston, and police are 
searching video to find out who left the car there.

— Tammye Nash

Michigan AG Nessel calls Paxton 
‘a walking hate crime’

Michigan State Attorney General Dana Nessel 
this week slammed Texas AG Ken Paxton in 
the wake of Paxton’s transphobic tweet last 
week calling Department of Health and Human 
Services Assistant Secretary for Health Rachel 
Levine a man.

Last week, USA Today named Dr. Levine one of 
its women of the year. Thursday, March 17, Pax-
ton posted a screenshot of the announcement on 
his Twitter feed along with the declaration, “Rachel 
Levine is a man.” Nessel responded via Twitter, 
“When people ask me why I don’t attend National 
Association of Attorneys General events anymore, 
it’s this. Paxton is a walking hate crime.”

Dr. Levine is a transgender woman. Nessel 
is the second openly lesbian person elected 
attorney general of a state in the United States 
and the first openly LGBTQ person elected to 
statewide office in Michigan. Ken Paxton already 
faces three federal indictments on securities 
fraud charges and is currently under investigation 
by the FBI due to numerous allegations made by 
former top Office of the Attorney General staff 
members, including abuse of office.

— Tammye Nash

Judge clears the way for 
civil suit against Kim Davis 
to move forward

U.S. District Judge David Bunning on Friday, 
March 18, cleared the way for a civil suit against 
former Kentucky county clerk Kim Davis to con-
tinue. Bunning said that Davis knowingly violated 
the rights of same-sex couples by denying them 
marriage licenses in 2015 in the wake of the U.S. 
Supreme Court’s ruling in Obergefell v. Hodges 
that legalized same-sex marriage across the 
country.

Judge Bunning also denied Davis’ request for 
immunity from prosecution.

In his ruling, Judge Bunning wrote, “It is readily 
apparent that Obergefell recognizes plaintiffs’ 
Fourteenth Amendment right to marry. It is also 
readily apparent that Davis made a conscious 
decision to violate plaintiffs’ right.”

Right-wing legal group The Liberty Counsel, 
which is representing Davis, issued a statement 
on Friday declaring they will continue to fight 
to avoid the trial because Davis “is entitled to 
protection to an accommodation based on her 
sincere religious beliefs.”

Davis was county clerk in Rowan County, Ken-
tucky — the office which issues marriage licens-
es — in June of 2015 when the Obergefell ruling 
was handed down. Despite having been married 
four different times to three different husbands, 
Davis claimed her religious belief in the sanctity 
of marriage prohibited her from issuing marriage 
licenses to same-sex couples. 

— Tammye Nash

No Second Chances

Elise Malary
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Anti-trans orders, proposed 
laws put 58,000-plus 
trans youth at risk

Thanks to Texas’ governor and attorney 
general, Greg Abbott and Ken Paxton, and 
officials in 14 other states, an estimated 58,200 
transgender youth and young adults ages 13 
and older are in danger of being denied access 
to gender-affirming healthcare, according to a 
new report from the Williams Institute at UCLA 
School of Law.

As of March 18, the institute reports, 15 
states have restricted access to gender-affirm-
ing care or are currently considering laws that 
would do so. These bills, according to Williams 
Institute research, jeopardize access to care for 
54,000 transgender youth ages 13-17, which 
is nearly one-third of the estimated 150,000 
transgender youth in the U.S. And more than 
4,000 young adults ages 18 to 20 in Alabama, 
North Carolina and Oklahoma would also be at 
risk of losing access to gender-affirming care 
under proposed bills that would apply to young 
people over the age of 18.

Abbott’s executive order, issued in late 

February, impacts as many as 13,800 trans-
gender youth in the state, the Williams Institute 
estimates.

Prior research from the Williams Institute 
found that the risk of past-year suicide attempts 
was lower among transgender people who 
wanted and received gender-affirming medical 
care.

— Tammye Nash

CORRECTION
The obituary informa-
tion for Douglas M. 
Shaffer published in 
the March 18 issue of 
Dallas Voice included 
incorrect information 
for the upcoming ser-
vice honoring his life.
The Celebration of 
Life for Douglas M. 
Shaffer, who died 

Feb. 21, will be held Saturday, March 26, at 2 
p.m. at White Rock Community Church, 1451 
John West Road in Dallas, with a reception 
following. For information call 214-320-0043.

█  Adoptable / MARTHA MAE

Meet Martha Mae. This 3-year-old pit bull terrier mix is 
one of the sweetest girls you’ll ever meet! She is a total 
sweetheart and just adores being around people. She 
loves to shower her friends with lots of kisses and leans 
against you for more attention. She also enjoys playing 
with toys like stuffed animals and tennis balls, but she’s 
an even bigger fan of being petted. This snuggly girl gets 
along with everyone she meets and is open to meeting 
other dog friends before you take her home. Like all pets 
at the SPCA of Texas, Martha Mae has been spayed and 

microchipped and is current on vaccinations. Through 
March 31, Martha Mae and all other adult dogs and cats 
are only $17 to adopt at our Jan Rees-Jones Animal Care 
Center and our Ellis County Animal Care Center. To meet 
Martha Mae, come visit her at our Jan Rees-Jones Animal 
Care Center any day between noon and 6 p.m.

Regular adoption fees are $150 for puppies and kittens 
aged 0-6 months and $75 for adult dogs and cats aged 6 
months or older. Fee includes spay/neuter surgery, age-
appropriate vaccinations, a heartworm test for dogs six 
months and older and a FIV/FeLV test for cats 4 months 
and older, initial flea/tick preventative and heartworm 
preventative, a microchip, 30 days of PetHealth Insurance 
provided by PetHealth, a free 14-day wellness exam with 
VCA Animal Hospitals, a rabies tag and a free leash. The 
Jan-Rees Jones Animal Care Center is open for adoptions 
every day from noon-6 p.m. Animals are available by 
walk-in on a first-come, first-served basis. Appointments 
are also available for select animals. Please browse 
available animals at SPCS.org/FindAPet and visit SPCA.org/
DogAdopt to inquire about a dog or SPCA.org/CatAdopt to 
inquire about a cat.
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VOICES 
OPINIONS FROM THE COMMUNITY

Extremism is the norm  
for today’s GOP

A lot of really terrible shit in the 
news these days, so how about I 
start with a joke:

A guy walks into a bar, the bartender 
says, “What can I get ya?”

Guy says, “The 1965 Supreme court 
case Griswold v. Connecticut was wrongly 
decided.”

Bartender says, “The case that ruled 
that people have a right to use contra-
ception?”

Guy, “That’s the one!”
Bartender, “What are you, some kind 

of radicalized extremist?”
Guy, “Yes, and I’m one of three radi-

calized extremists running for the Re-
publican nomination for attorney gener-
al in Michigan.”

Look, I never said it was going to be a 
FUNNY joke.

And I wish I could just write off these 
three Republicans who ALL believe that 
there is no legal right to contraception as 
jokes, but it’s actually deadly serious.

Saying “I told you so” doesn’t feel 
great in this instance, but I have been 
saying for years, decades actually, that 
the religious right agenda was never 
going to stop with LGBTQ people. I’ve 
warned that these right-wing, radical-
ized extremists would come after birth 
control eventually. And it goes without 
saying that the anti-LGBTQ agenda is 
carbon-copied from the anti-abortion 
agenda.

So none of this should be a surprise.
Granted, the three Republicans claim 

that their problem isn’t so much with 
birth control; it’s that the ruling in-
fringed on “states’ rights.” Meaning that 
states should have the right to ban birth 
control if they damn well please.

But if you consider that arguments 
against marriage equality and interra-
cial marriage and arguments in favor of 
segregation and slavery also claimed to 
be about “states’ rights” — well, you can 
see how that’s not really reassuring com-

ing from someone running 
to be Michigan’s chief law 
enforcement officer.

Part of the problem is 
Republicans have swung 
so far to the right that stuff 
like this doesn’t get roundly 
condemned. It becomes the 
party line.

And it didn’t just come 
out of nowhere. Republi-
cans have been building 
up to this level of extreme 
for decades, starting most 
acutely with President Ronald Reagan’s 
embrace of the Christian right in the ’80s. 
To people who don’t really follow poli-
tics closely — which, let’s be honest, is 
the majority of Americans — this kind of 
extremism looks like it’s an outlier. But 
it isn’t.

Just look at all of the extreme abortion 
bans Republicans are rolling out across 
the country. They’re in a mad frenzy to 
see who can be the most anti-choice. Tex-
as, Florida, Idaho, West Virginia, Ken-
tucky, Missouri (which as of this writ-
ing has a bill under consideration that 
would even ban abortions in the case of 
ectopic pregnancies which is not a viable 
pregnancy and will kill a pregnant per-
son if they’re forced to just let God sort 
it out. Oh, and they also want to stop 
Missourians from leaving the state to 
get an abortion) — these are just some of 
the states that have passed laws seeking 
a complete ban on abortion or have bills 
pending to do just that.

For now, Roe v. Wade still exists, so they 
can’t ban abortion outright. But they can 
pass bills that make it nearly impossible 
to find abortion services that are essen-
tially banned.

It’s kind of like if you wanted to ban 
chewing gum but weren’t allowed to ban 
it outright, so you decide that gum can 
only be purchased by someone 18 years 
and older, can only be paid for in cash, 
can only be sold between the hours of 2 
a.m. and 3 a.m. on every third Monday, 
and in order to retrieve your purchase 
you had to reach your arm into a bear 
trap. Probably a lot less gum chewing is 
going to be happening in your neck of 
the woods.

Except abortion isn’t gum; it’s health-
care — essential healthcare that poli-
ticians have no business getting in the 
middle of.

Pregnant people have died and will 
continue to die wherever and whenever 
abortion isn’t an option. And the “pro-

life” party has no problem with that.
It all feels like a bad dream. For many 

of us our mothers and grandmothers al-
ready fought this battle. Unfortunately, 
while they won the right to an abortion 
via Roe v. Wade, they did not win the bat-
tle against sexism and misogyny in the 
United States.

Think about it: We hate women so 
much in this country that we elected 
Donald Trump. Also, we’re really racist 
and have really unhealthy ideas about 
wealth in this country.

It’s just an all-around horror show.
One thing you can do? Vote for people 

who aren’t hateful idiots. And until hate-
ful idiots aren’t the ones running their 
party, don’t vote for Republicans. And, 
yeah, that could be a very long while.   █

D’Anne Witkowski is a writer living in 
Michigan with her wife and son. She has 
been writing about LGBTQ+ politics for 
nearly two decades. Follow her on Twitter @
MamaDWitkowski.

Going to extremes
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DISCRIMINATION IN OKLAHOMA

Oklahoma stops updating birth certificates
TAKING A STAND

Gov. Stitt ordered OSDH to stop 
changing gender markers on 
birth certificates

DAVID TAFFET  |  Senior Staff Writer
taffet@dallasvoice.com

ambda Legal has 
filed a lawsuit in 
Oklahoma challeng-
ing an executive or-
der issued by Gov. 
Kevin Stitt prohibit-
ing trans people born 
in the state from cor-

recting the gender marker on their birth 
certificates.

Before the executive order was issued 
on Nov. 8, 2021, the Oklahoma State De-
partment of Health allowed trans people 
to correct their birth certificates so their 
gender marker matched their gender 
identity. A trans person could receive 
a court order and present it to OSDH, 
which would issue the new document.

Since the executive order, OSDH has 
refused to comply with those court or-
ders.

Three plaintiffs include Rowan Fowl-
er, Allister Hall and a third person, who 
preferred to remain anonymous and is 
referred to as C.R.

“A birth certificate is a critical and 
ubiquitous identity document used 
in many settings to verify a person’s 
identity,” Lambda Legal argues in its 
complaint. Employment, education, 
housing, health care, voting, banking, 
credit, travel and access to a variety of 
government services, as well as obtain-
ing a driver’s license and passport, are 
all contingent on a birth certificate “that 
reflects a person’s true identity,” the 
complaint notes.

The lawsuit points out that not only 
does the governor’s order contradict the 
policy of most other states, it contradicts 
the state’s own policy prior to Nov. 8 for 
birth certificates and current policy for 
changing sex designations on Oklahoma 
driver’s licenses.

In a recent Texas case, Lambda Legal 
accuses Gov. Greg Abbott of creating 

new law when he issued an executive 
order that changed the definition of 
child abuse in the state to include pro-
viding gender-affirming treatment to a 
minor. But according to Lambda Legal 
Senior Attorney Shelly Skeen, although 
the issue in the Oklahoma case revolves 
around an executive order, this case isn’t 
based on creating or changing state law.

“There is no Oklahoma statute prohib-
iting OSDH from changing the gender 
marker on people’s birth certificates to 
match their gender identity,” Lambda 
Legal states in its lawsuit.

The governor has ordered the state’s 
Department of Vital Statistics not to is-
sue new birth certificates to trans folks. 
So the Oklahoma case is instead based 
on due process, equal protection and 
free speech, Skeen said.

The U.S. Constitution’s free speech 
protection also prevents the government 
from compelled speech. That speech is 
compelled when a person must explain 
why documents don’t match a person’s 
gender expression.

Skeen gave traveling through airports 
as an example: “We have a constitution-
ally protected right to travel,” she said. 
But trans people whose documents are 
inconsistent with their identity are regu-
larly singled out and searched.

The due process clause in the U.S. 
Constitution provides that no state shall 
“deprive any person of life, liberty, or 
property, without due process of law.”

“There’s no reason to single out trans 
people,” Skeen explained. Not having 
accurate documents that reflect who 
that person is may deprive a person of 
getting a loan, mortgage or a job, thus 
depriving them of property without due 
process of law, for example.

And Skeen explained her equal pro-
tection argument saying, “Everyone 
is entitled to identity documents that 
match who they are.”

Among the things the clients in the 
lawsuit have been denied without accu-
rate identification are healthcare, hous-
ing and credit cards.

In the lawsuit, Lambda Legal argued 

“there is no governmental justification 
to support Oklahoma’s refusal to pro-
vide transgender people with accurate 
birth certificates matching their gender 
identity and without disclosure of their 
transgender status.”

Skeen said birth certificates are 
changed all the time, especially for name 
changes. Singling out a group to deny 
birth certificate changes to, she said, is 
unconstitutional.

“There is a medical consensus that 
gender identity is innate, has biological 
underpinnings (including sexual differ-
entiation in the brain), and is fixed at an 
early age,” the lawsuit argues. As such, 
efforts to change a person’s gender 
identity are unethical and harmful to a 
person’s health, dignity, and well-being.

“Attempts to change a person’s gen-
der identity to bring it into alignment 
with the person’s sex assigned at birth 
are not only unsuccessful but also 
dangerous, risking psychological and 
physical harm, including suicide,” the 
lawsuit continues. “Living in a manner 
consistent with a person’s gender iden-
tity is critical to the health and well-be-
ing of all transgender people. If left un-
treated, gender dysphoria may result in 
serious consequences including depres-
sion, self-harm, and even suicide.”

Depriving people of a corrected birth 
certificate forces transgender persons 
to reveal information about themselves 
that could otherwise remain undis-
closed. Birth certificates that don’t accu-
rately reflect the trans person’s sex “ex-
poses that person to serious invasions of 
privacy,” the lawsuit contends. 

The result of using inconsistent doc-
uments, Lambda Legal argues in its 
lawsuit, is that trans people experi-
ence high rates of discrimination. That 
includes being denied service, being 
asked to leave public accommodations 
and being subjected to harassment and 
violence.

Skeen said the executive order makes 
Oklahoma one of only two states that 
currently won’t correct a birth certificate 
for a transgender person. Tennessee is 
the other, and Lambda Legal has pend-
ing litigation in that state as well.         █

Oklahoma Gov. Kevin Stitt, pictured here giving his State of the State address in Oklahoma City 
on Feb. 7, is being sued by Lambda Legal over his decision to prohibit the state from correcting 
birth certificates for transgender people. (Stephen Pingry/Tulsa World via AP File)
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DISCRIMINATION IN OKLAHOMA TAKING A STAND

ADL walks against hate
The Anti-Defamation League 
asks the LGBTQ community to 
walk with them to oppose hate

DAVID TAFFET  |  Senior Staff Writer
taffet@dallasvoice.com

ounded 110 years ago 
to oppose anti-Semi-
tism, the Anti-Defama-
tion League tracks hate 
crimes and works to 
fulfill one of its found-
er’s visions — that 
those who seemed dif-

ferent are not targets of discrimination 
and threats but are seen as equals.

In support of the LGBTQ communi-
ty, the ADL filed an amicus brief in the 
Obergefell marriage equality case and 
has spoken out strongly against LGBTQ 
oppression in Russia and other countries 
around the world. And in Texas, ADL 
representatives have testified before the 
Legislature on the state’s anti-bullying 
law and against anti-transgender legis-
lation.

On Sunday, April 3, ADL’s Dallas of-
fice holds its Walk Against Hate at the 
American Airlines Center. Registration 
and T-shirt pick-up begins at 8 a.m. 
Parking in the arena’s high-rise parking 
garage is free but closes at 8:45 a.m. The 
one- or two-mile walk steps off at 9:30 
a.m.

Human Rights Campaign joins other 
community organizations — including 
Latino Voter Empowerment Coalition 
and March to the Polls, the League of 
Women Voters, Paul Quinn College and 
more — for an expo at the walk.

Speakers will include Dallas Police 
Chief Eddie Garcia, outgoing DISD Su-
perintendent Michael Hinojosa and Dal-
las Mavericks CEO Cynthia Marshall.

The walk honors Heroes Against Hate 
who will serve as grand marshals for the 
walk and whose names haven’t been an-
nounced yet.

According to ADL Vice President 
Cheryl Drazin, hate is on the increase, 
including in categories not seen since 
World War II. She said hate against 

Asians and Pacific Islanders is on the 
rise as a result of the pandemic. To track 
that rise in anti-Asian hate crimes, the 
Asian/Pacific Islander community has 
organized, but ADL supplied the new-
ly-formed groups with the tracking tools 
needed to document the crisis.

Walk Co-Chair Alex Horn said she 
believes hate is on the rise because the 
pandemic has made us feel separated for 
the past two years. “The walk is an act of 
solidarity,” she added.

Susie Carp, co-chairing with Horn, 
said the walk gives people the opportu-
nity to stand shoulder-to-shoulder with 
other people in what, for many, will be 
the first time in two years.

“The ADL is all about standing up,” 
Carp said,“standing up against hate, 
against bullying.”

That’s a program Carp said she stands 
behind. The ADL “works with schools 
to teach kindness and stand up against 
bullying.”

After helping to craft and push the 
Texas anti-bullying law and laws like it 
around the country, ADL created its No 
Place for Hate program that it presents 

in schools around the country, including 
more than 100 schools in North Texas

Horn said that as part of the program, 
ADL provides anti-bullying training for 
police and other professionals.

Colleyville’s Rabbi Charlie credited 
the ADL’s training with teaching him 
how to survive the hostage situation he 

found himself and two congregants in 
earlier this year.

“Many think of the ADL as a Jewish 
organization,” Carp said. But she ex-
plained that it serves a wide variety of 
groups because, “No one’s safe unless 
we’re all safe.”

Some of the more interesting recent 
work ADL has been involved with is 
tracking hate on social media.

“Like a frog in hot water,” Carp said, 
“the temperature keeps rising. People 
become more tolerant of things you 
would never have said before.”

Most of the threats come from those 
hiding behind anonymous monikers, 
and the level of hate keeps rising.

Horn said the walk is a perfect way to 
help break that cycle.

The first Dallas walk was held in 2019. 
Horn said she expected 500 people that 
year, and 2,000 showed up. The next 
year, the walk went virtual and was 

planned to return in the fall of 2021. This 
is the delayed walk, which will become 
an annual spring event.

Walk Against Hate takes place April 3 
at the plaza at American Airlines Center. 
Register at WalkAgainstHate.org/dallas 
for a discounted price or at the Plaza the 
morning of the walk.         █

Participants in the 2019 Walk Against Hate 
(courtesy ADL)
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FIGHTING DISCRININATION

Protesting bigotry at the Arboretum
City investigating after 
facility on city-owned land is 
charged with discriminatory 
employment practices

DAVID TAFFET  |  Senior Staff Writer
taffet@dallasvoice.com

bout 40 LGBTQ activists 
and allies protested in 

front of the Dallas Ar-
boretum on Saturday, 

March 19, to call at-
tention to the facil-

ity’s employment 
practices and 

treatment of minority guests. Minori-
ty Arboretum employees approached 
demonstrators during the demonstra-
tion and later, as protesters returned to 
their cars, to thank them quietly for be-
ing there.

Dallas City Councilman Adam 
Bazaldua said the city’s Equity and In-
clusion Committee has already opened 
an investigation into the allegations. 

Bazaldua said the protest “is not falling 
on deaf ears.” But while he agreed that 
“something’s going to have to change,” 
the councilman couldn’t give protesters 
a timeline on when that would happen. 
In some cases, he said, the committee’s 
work takes just a few months, but he 
added that in others it has taken years.

While not promising the new city 
office of inspector general will get in-

volved, Bazaldua said this would be an 
excellent opportunity for Bart Bevers, 
who was hired just weeks earlier, to 
show what the office was created to do 
— to investigate city employee miscon-
duct and other government scandals.

Although the Arboretum is its own 
private non-profit organization, it sits 
on city land and receives some taxpayer 
support.

The protest was prompted by a law-
suit filed by Lambda Legal against the 
Arboretum on behalf of a non-binary 
employee who was fired for adding pro-

nouns to their email signature. They also 
filed a human relations discrimination 
complaint with the city under its Unlaw-
ful Discriminatory Practices ordinance, 
which prohibits discrimination in the 
workplace based on gender identity and 
expression. Discrimination is also pro-
hibited under the city charter.

While pronouns were banned from 
email addresses and from pins worn by 
staff, Bible quotes and other statements 
were not banned, Lambda Legal staff at-
torney Shelly Skeen noted.

Jay Doe, the Arboretum employee 

who prefers to remain anonymous, said 
in the few years they worked at the facil-
ity, they were promoted and given above 
average evaluations. They were eventu-
ally promoted into a position to create 
diverse programming.

“When I presented the idea of 
LGBTQ+ inclusion in programming, I 
was told by my supervisor that we could 
not promote or market queer representa-
tion,” Jay Doe wrote on Lambda Legal’s 
website.

Their supervisor told them, they said, 
“The Arboretum is a ‘conservative’ insti-
tution, and employees couldn’t do any-
thing that appeared to ‘support an agen-
da.’” The next day, Jay Doe was fired.

After filing an EEOC complaint, Jay 
Doe has been cleared to sue their former 
employer for employment discrimina-
tion.

For the occasion of last week’s demon-
stration on the sidewalk near the facili-
ty’s entrance along Garland Road, the 
Arboretum printed up signs that read, 

BIGOTRY, Page 16

About 40 people turned out March 19 
to protest discrimination employment 
practices at the Dallas Arboretum.  
(David Taffet/Dallas Voice)



FIGHTING DISCRININATION

BIGOTRY, Page 16



16     dallasvoice.com     █       03.25.22

“The Arboretum allows this area for 
those wishing to assemble to protest.” 
But protestors took offense to the idea 
that the facility was allowing them to 
protest along city sidewalks. The law 
allows protestors to demonstrate on any 
city sidewalk anywhere.

The protest included people who 
were at the intersection of sexual ori-
entation or gender identity and race 
and religion. They said Black employ-
ees at the Arboretum have been treated 
poorly for years, and at least one law-
suit has been filed for racial discrimi-
nation. Other protestors said members 
of the Jewish community have avoided 
booking the facility for events for years 
because of poor treatment by the man-
agement.

Protest organizer Steve Atkinson 
said there would probably be another 
demonstration on April 2 unless Ar-
boretum management releases a plan 
before then to improve workplace con-
ditions and to welcome all visitors, not 
just those that would please their so-
called conservative donors.

Resource Center CEO Cece Cox was 
even more blunt: “It’s the law,” she said. 

“The Arboretum is on city property.”
HRC Texas field organizer Preston 

Knight said, “We’re out here standing 
with the LGBT community of Dallas 
and standing up for what is right.”

Linnea Solbrook said she is a member 
of the Arboretum and wished its man-
agement would learn from its garden 
displays. “The Arboretum has all this 
diverse flora,” she said. “Why can’t 
they do that with humans?”

Carl Parker said he was out demon-
strating because he was outraged by 
how strident the discrimination is. “Of-
ten people hide their discrimination,” 
he said. “[The Arboretum manage-
ment] is blatant.”

Former Equality Texas Board Chair 
Steve Rudner called the Arboretum 
“the last stand for old-guard bigotry.” 
HRC board chair Morgan Cox noted 
that since Texas is one of 29 states that 
doesn’t protect LGBTQ workers, “it’s 
incumbent on businesses to step up.”

And because of states like Texas, and 
governors like Greg Abbott who “at-
tack the least among us,” it’s incum-
bent upon Congress to pass the Equali-
ty Act,” Cox added.         █

BIGOTRY, From Page 14

Protest organizer Steve Atkinson and Resource Center CEO Cece Cox (David Taffet/Dallas Voice)
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Protest organizer Steve Atkinson and Resource Center CEO Cece Cox (David Taffet/Dallas Voice)
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THANK YOU!
FOR VOTING US

mdprogressivecare.com
214-521-0100

3500 Oak Lawn Ave. Suite 700

BEST HIV Specialists 
BEST Group Medical Practice
BEST General Practitioner

WELCOME

Welcome to the 2022 edition of Dallas 
Voice’s Readers Voice Awards. 

This is always one of our largest issues of 
the year, and every spring our staff spends 
countless hours putting together this compi-
lation of the best North Texas has to offer our 
LGBTQ community in every aspect of our daily 
lives — from the best attorneys to the best 
tacos, from the best doctors to the best patio, 
and everything in between.

This year, our readers spent 31 days — from 
Jan. 1-Jan. 31 — voting for their favorites in 
eight different categories. Within those catego-
ries we had 98 different superlatives, and our 
readers have chosen 100 winners (there were 
ties for first place in two instances).

And now, after all those votes and all that 
work, here it is: The 2022 Readers Voice 
Awards issue of Dallas Voice. We hope you en-
joy it — and we hope it comes in handy when 
you are looking for a doctor. Or an attorney. Or 
a taco.

— Tammye Nash
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Zach Staats wins 
RVA DRAWING

Each year, Dallas Voice draws a 
name at random from among the 
names of everyone who votes in our 
annual Readers Voice Awards. This 
year, the name that came out of the hat 
was that of Dallas Realtor Zach Staats. 
He receives $500 in cash, a $100 
gift certificate for dinner at Cremona 
Restaurant and two tickets to the Up-
town Players show of his choice.

Zach lives and works in Dallas with 
his husband, Brit Ewers, who is also 
a Realtor. The two of them work as a 
team at Dave Perry Miller Real Estate.

Zach tells us he participated in the 
RVA voting because he wanted to 
help out his friend, Dr. Michael Shippy, 
who this year won “Best Chiropractor” 
honors for the ninth consecutive year. 
So, to celebrate both Zach’s win and 
Dr. Shippy’s, Zach said he and his hus-
band plan to spend the Cremona gift 
certificate on dinner with Dr. Shippy.

Zach noted that he and his husband 
recently purchased and renovated a 
home, “so we plan to put that $500 
toward filling some of the empty space 
we haven’t had the opportunity to 
furnish yet.” 

And as for the Uptown Players 
tickets? “We’re really looking forward to 
seeing the Uptown Players’ perfor-
mance of Kinky Boots,” he said. “I was 
very active in theater in my younger 
days and always enjoy the chance to 
catch a good show.”

— Tammye Nash
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Fair Park: BEST ARCHITECTURE

Fair Park opened in 1886 and, exactly 100 years 
later, was designated a Nation Historic Landmark. 
To commemorate the 100th anniversary of Texas 
independence, Dallas built exhibit halls, pavilions 
and fountains to host a world’s fair in 1936 — all 
built in art deco style.

The Centennial Building and the Cotton Bowl 
opened between 1900 and 1930. Today, Fair Park 
is the only pre-1950s exposition site that remains 
intact.

The Hall of State, that’s been home of the Dallas 
Historical Society since 1938, is one of Fair Park’s 
gems. Among the building’s features is a Diego 
Rivera mural that wraps around the perimeter 
of the building’s great hall. The only Rivera work 
comparable in the U.S. is in Rockefeller Center in 
New York City.

While the frescoes on the Centennial Building 
are worth a trip to Fair Park to see on their own, 
the addition of the Automobile Building’s frescoes, 
statues and fountain form the grand Esplanade. 
But the artwork on these buildings wasn’t always 
appreciated. After the Centennial Exhibition ended 
in 1936, they were painted over and forgotten. 
Not until a renovation in the 1980s were they 
rediscovered and restored.

But the art deco gems don’t end there. The 
aquarium has recently been restored as well. 
Behind the Cotton Bowl, the animal exhibition 
arenas are all wonderful examples of art deco.

Several buildings were formerly used as 
museums. The Perot Museum and the Dallas 
Museum of Art have both moved downtown, but 
the building that once housed each stands waiting 
to be repurposed.

And probably the most-visited building at Fair 
Park is the Music Hall. The largest theater in North 
Texas has been home to the Dallas Summer 
Musicals since 1941.

— David Taffet
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Cece Cox: BEST LOCAL LGBTQ 
COMMUNITY ROLE MODEL
Resource Center: BEST LOCAL 
NONPROFIT

Activism and advocacy for the LGBTQ Community 
has been a way of life for Cece Cox since at least the 
early 1990s, and she has always put all her talent and 
skill to good use in her efforts. And that, folks, is a lot 
of talent and skill. Cece earned her J.D. from SMU 
and, in her role as an attorney, provided pro bono 
services for people living with HIV as well as practicing 
commercial law. 

Cece joined the staff of Resource Center in 2007 
as associate executive director and became CEO of 
the organization in 2010. In that role, she managed the 
capital campaign for and oversaw the construction and 
opening of Resource Center’s new Community Center 
in 2016. She has led Resource Center in expanding its 
programs and services, and is currently overseeing the 
agency’s project to build assisted living and housing 
facilities for LGBTQ seniors.

Cece’s list of accomplishments could fill a book, 
but, to name a very few, she was recognized as a 
distinguished alumna of SMU’s Dedman School of 
Law in 2016, a winner of the Dallas Business Journal’s 
Women in Business Award in 2017, and the Dallas 
Voice LGBTQ Texan of the Year in 2016. To top it all 
off, Cece recently married Lambda Legal staff attorney 
Shelly Skeen — and if that’s not the very definition of 
power couple, what is?!

Resource Center was founded in 1983, as the AIDS 
epidemic was first beginning to hit hard in North Texas, 
under the auspices of The Dallas Gay Political Caucus 
(now known as the Dallas Gay and Lesbian Alliance) 
as the Foundation for Human Understanding. It has 
gone through several name changes through the 
years but has always remained a leader in providing 
life-saving and life-changing programs and resources 
for the North Texas LGBTQ community — including 
AIDS Resource Center, Nelson-Tebedo Health Clinic, a 
food pantry, HIV case management services, a dental 
program, a hot meals program … . The list goes on, 
and it includes mental health services, programs for 
LGBTQ people from teens to seniors, and advocacy 
that has helped change policies, procedures and laws 
at every level for the betterment of the community.

Today, with more than 1,200 volunteers and a paid 
staff of more than 70, Resource Center is one of the 
largest centers of its kind in the United States. And 
more than 62,000 people each year use its programs 
and services.

— Tammye Nash 
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The oldest and most established expert on LGBT media — representing 

more than 200 LGBT publications, websites and digital properties

the gay media company!

212-242-6863   •   www.gaymarket.com   •   www.rivendellmedia.com
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The oldest and most established expert on 
LGBT media – representing more than 200 LGBT 

publications, websites and digital properties.

212-242-6863
www.gaymarket.com

www.rivendellmedia.com
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BEST PUBLIC SPACE
Klyde Warren Park

2012 Woodall Rodgers Freeway
Dallas, Texas
214-716-4500 • KlydeWarrenPark.org

BEST ARCHITECTURE
Fair Park 

3809 Grand Ave.
Dallas, Texas
214-670-8400 • FairPark.org

BEST ART GALLERY
Craighead Green Gallery

1011 Dragon St.
Dallas, Texas
214-855-0779 • CraigheadGreen.com

BEST LOCAL MUSEUM
Dallas Museum of Art

1717 N. Harwood St.
Dallas, Texas
214-922-1200 • DMA.org

BEST PARTY FOR A CAUSE
Teddy Bear Party

Held each December
TeddyBearParty.org
Instagram: @teddybearpty

BEST LOCAL LGBTQ NONPROFIT
Resource Center

5750 Cedar Springs Road
Dallas, Texas
214-521-5124 • MyResourceCenter.org

BEST LOCAL LGBTQ 
COMMUNITY ROLE MODEL
Cece Cox, J.D.

Chief Executive Officer, Resource Center
5750 Cedar Springs Road
Dallas, Texas
214-521-5124 • MyResourceCenter.org

BEST LOCAL LGBTQ 
INFLUENCER

2 Dallas Dads
Jason Hanna and Joe Riggs
Instagram: @2_dallas_dads

BEST LOCAL COMMUNITY ALLY
Dale Hansen

WFAA sportscaster, retired
Twitter: @dalehansen

BEST LOCAL LGBTQ SPORTS 
ORGANIZATION 
Lost Souls Rugby Football Club

LostSoulsRFC.org
Facebook.com/LostSoulsRFC
Best Streaming Service
Netflix
Netflix.com

BEST LGBTQ BINGE-WORTHY 
SHOW
Euphoria 

On HBO, two seasons
HBO.com/Euphoria

BEST GUILTY PLEASURE
DJ Ronnie Bruno’s Clique

Tuesdays, 9-11 p.m. on Twitch
Twitch.TV/DJ_Ronnie_Bruno

Teddy Bear Party: 
BEST PARTY FOR A CAUSE
@2_Dallas_Dads: 
BEST INFLUENCERS

The Teddy Bear Party, held annually in early 
December, was founded by Joe Riggs and Jason 
Hanna to make sure that every pediatric patient at 
Children’s Health had a stuffed animal to comfort them 
during their stay, and later, after Jason’s mother was 
diagnosed with cancer, its purpose was expanded to 
include fundraising for nonprofits battling cancer and 
fighting for LBTQ equality.

COVID forced the cancellation of the party in 
2020, but it returned full force in 2021 to celebrate 10 
years of fun and fundraising. The party was, again, a 
massive success and a sign that both the event and 
the community were ready to give back. Under Joe 
and Jason’s leadership, the party brought in more than 
1,000 teddy bears that were donated to Children’s 
Health, and funds from the event went to beneficiaries 
that included Children’s Cancer Fund, Equality Texas 
and Family Equality. 

But as if running The Teddy Bear Party weren’t 
enough in their already busy lives, Hanna and Riggs 
— now the fathers of two young sons — have opened 
up their lives in their adorable Instagram account @2_
Dallas_Dads. Primarily Hanna’s account, the bio reads 
“2 Dads raising our twins. Documenting our journey, 
sharing our love.”

The feed ranges from family outings to throwback 
selfies and everything in between. The account doesn’t 
feel like an influencer account with endless product 
placement or mentions, but they are, without a doubt, 
influencing the idea of what a family is — and in a very 
good way.

— Rich Lopez
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There’s always room for drinks, food and fun on the Hidden Door’s newly renovated patio.
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OUT ON THE TOWN

There’s always room for drinks, food and fun on the Hidden Door’s newly renovated patio.

Hidden Door: BEST PATIO

Since Jim Roberts bought the Hidden Door in 1999, supporting the LGBTQ community that supports 
the bar has been a foundational tenet of the bar’s business. That’s why Roberts donated the initial $10,000 
used to create the Howie Daire Center, a daycare center for adults living with HIV. Before Richards died in 
1988, he created a trust that held ownership of the bar and named Tony Bobrow as its president. Bobrow 
carried on the legacy of support for the community, creating a new trust to manage the bar’s affairs after 
his death. Today, Harvey Meissner is president and general manager of Hidden Door and co-trustee of the 
Tony Bobrow Trust, and he has taken the charitable giving to new heights, donating more than $1 million 
to LGBTQ community organizations.

When the COVID-19 pandemic hit in March 2020, the Hidden Door — like all other bars in Dallas 
County — followed the mandate to close temporarily to help stem the spread of the virus. It was the first 
time in its history the bar had been closed for more than one day. In fact, prior to March 2020, the Door 
had closed half a day for Jim Roberts’ funeral and one full day over a glitch in renewing its liquor license.

But even when the county lifted restrictions and bars began re-opening under certain safety 
precautions, Meissner chose to keep the Hidden Door closed out of concern that even safety precautions 
like social distancing and wearing masks wouldn’t be enough to keep people safe. He also decided to 
make good use of the downtime to remodel the bar and expand its patio. So Hidden Door now has the 
largest patio in Oak Lawn, with plenty of room for cookouts and heaters to keep the outside space warm 
and cozy in the winter, as well as fans to keep you chill in the summer.

— Tammye Nash
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OUT ON THE TOWN

Opposite: You’ll get service with a smile at Cedar Springs Tap House. 
Above: From brunch to burgers to steaks, Cedar Springs Tap House offers good eating.

BEST BRUNCH, BEST STEAK:  
Cedar Springs Tap House

So, let’s start off with Best Steak. You were expecting the usual 
steakhouse? Heck, so were we! But then it made sense.

Cedar Springs Tap House makes steak fun. Sometimes we want 
a steak without the fuss or the dressing up and the Tap House’s 
Steak Night Wednesdays answers the call. Grab a ribeye or sirloin 
with a baked potato for less than $20. Throw in some select wines 
at half off, and it’s a meat fest for sure.

But if you are looking for a weekend brunch spot that hits all the 
spots, then The Tap House is what you’re looking for, there, too.

The Tap House crew can serve up drag brunch or regular brunch 
all the same. Chicken and waffles, breakfast burritos, specialty 
cocktails — it’s all right there, all ready to help you kick off the 
weekend or get rid of last night’s hangover. They offer brunch each 
Saturday and Sunday with carafes of mimosas for just $11.99 and 
$4 bloody marys til 3 p.m. Jenni P, our RVA winner for best drag 
performer, hosts Tapped Out Drag Brunch there each second and 
fourth Sunday from noon to 2 p.m., and if you need a side of drag 
with your dinner, head on over any Friday or Saturday night for 
That’s Showbiz: Dinner & Drag Revue, from 8-10 p.m. with Raquel 
Blake and Daphne Rio.

— Rich Lopez

4152 Cole Ave. Dallas, TX     salumrestaurant.com    214.252.9604

Thank you!

BEST
Dining Experience
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BEST LOCAL CHEF
Monica Greene

BEST BRUNCH
Cedar Springs Tap House

4123 Cedar Springs Road, Ste. 100
Dallas, Texas
214-377-7446 • CedarSpringsTapHouse.com

BEST BURGER 
Hunky’s Old-Fashioned Hamburgers

3930 Cedar Springs Road
214-522-1212
Dallas, Texas
321 N. Bishop Ave.
Dallas, Texas
214-941-3322
Hunkys.com

BEST STEAK 
Cedar Springs Tap House

4123 Cedar Springs Road, Ste. 100
Dallas, Texas
214-377-7446 • CedarSpringsTapHouse.com

BEST BARBEQUE
Big Al’s Smokehouse Barbecue

3317 Inwood Road, Ste. 100
Dallas, Texas
214-350-2649 • BigAlsBBQ.com

BEST ASIAN/SUSHI
Oishii

2525 Wycliff Ave., Ste. 110
Dallas, Texas
214-599-9448 • OishiiRestaurants.com
(numerous other locations throughout DFW)

BEST ITALIAN/PIZZA 
Italia Express

4000 Cedar Springs Road
Dallas, Texas
214-521-3300 • ItaliaExpressCS.com

BEST TEX-MEX 
Mario’s Mexican and Salvadoran 
Restaurant

4123 Cedar Springs Road
214-599-9744 • MariosDallas.com

BEST TAQUERIA
Taqueria La Ventana

3847 Cedar Springs Road
Dallas, Texas
972-432-5945 • TaqueriaLaVentana.com
(four other locations around DFW)

BEST VEGETARIAN 
Spiral Diner

1101 N. Beckley Ave.
Dallas, Texas
214-0948-4747
1314 W. Magnolia Ave.
Fort Worth, Texas
817-332-8834
SpiralDiner.com

BEST BAKERY
Ashton Snyder Cake Design & 
Events

1409 Botham Jean Blvd., Ste. 452
Dallas, Texas
315-427-3236 • AshtonSnyder.com

BEST DINER
Mama’s Daughters

2014 Irving Blvd.
Dallas, Texas
214-742-8646 • MamasDaughtersDIner.com
(five other locations around DFW)

BEST LUNCH SPOT
Roy G’s

4001 Cedar Springs Road
Dallas, Texas
214-272-7127 • RoyGs.com

BEST NEW RESTAURANT
Zio Al’s Pizza & Pasta

3851 Cedar Springs Road
Dallas, Texas
469-677-0016 • ZioAls.com
(three other locations throughout DFW)

BEST DINING EXPERIENCE
Salum Restaurant

4152 Cole Ave., Ste. 103
Dallas, Texas
214-252-9604 • SalumRestaurant.com
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BEST PATIO
Hidden Door

5025 Bowser Ave.
Dallas, Texas
214-526-0620 • HiddenDoor.bar

BEST SPIRIT
Tito’s Handmade Vodka

TitosVodka.com

BEST COCKTAIL MENU
Alexandre’s

4026 Cedar Springs Road
Dallas, Texas
214-559-0720 • Alexandres.com

BEST LGBTQ BAR
Round-Up Saloon & Dance Hall

3912 Cedar Springs Road
Dallas, Texas
214-522-9611 • RoundUpSaloon.com

BEST STRAIGHT BAR FOR 
LGBTQS
The Grapevine Bar

3902 Maple Ave.
Dallas, Texas
2w14-522-8466 • GrapevineBar.com

FRIENDLIEST BAR STAFF 
JR.’s Bar & Grill

3923 Cedar Springs Road
Dallas, Texas
214-528-1004 • JRsDallas.com

HOTTEST HOOKUP APP 
Grindr 

Grindr.com

Breakfast Served ALL DAY, so sleep late! MamasDaughtersDiner.com

2014 Irving Blvd.
Dallas

214.742.8646
2412 W. Shady Grove 

Irving
972.790.2778

6509 W. Park Blvd. 
Plano

972.473.8877
111 East Main

Forney
972.552.3463

Save the 
     DRAMA 

  for your 
MAMA

Best Diner!
Thanks Dallas Voice Readers!

Save the 
     DRAMA 

  for your 
MAMA

BEST DINE 
WONWE

DOUBLE  MEAT  BACON  CHEESEBURGER

BURGER ON OURHUGEPATIO!OakLawn

4123 cedar springs raod  dallas, tx 75219
cedarspringstaphouse.com * 214-377-7446

BES
T 

BRUNCH!

THANK YOU! THANK YOU!
for voting us

& 
BEST 

STEAK!

Come see what 

everyone is 

talking about! 
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Kameron Ross: BEST LOCAL PERFORMER (NON-DRAG)

Kameron Ross says his life changed when he was 8 years old and saw Shania Twain 
perform. While she has definitely had an effect on many a gay boy, Kameron took it to the next 
level and became a country singer his own damn self.

Now that he’s all grown up, Kameron continues to forge his path as a completely out 
country singer. In 2020, he gained exposure by appearing on America’s Got Talent making it to 
that season’s quarter finals. Most recently, he was a Queerty nominee for his music video, “If 
I Could Go Back.” Locally, he’s performed at Alexandre’s and even booked Pride at Fair Park. 
So get out to see him here while you can, because, with his vocal chops and matinee idol 
looks, he is sure to hit the big time any day now.

— Rich Lopez

THANK YOU for voting for us! 
We Raise Our Glasses To You!
Welcome Old Friends & New!

www.hiddendoor.bar • 5025 Bowser Ave • 214-526-0620

BEST PATIO
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BEST LOCAL PERFORMER, 
NON-DRAG
Kameron Ross 

Dallas-based singer/songwriter
Instagram.com/kameronross

BEST LOCAL DRAG PERFORMER
Jenni P

Bougie Queens Drag Brunch, Commons Club 
@ Virgin Hotel Dallas
Tapped Out Drag Brunch, Cedar Springs Tap 
House
Red Carpet Drag Show, Lava Lounge
Instagram.com/TheJenniP

BEST KARAOKE HOST
Liquor Mini

Trash Tuesdays Karaoke, Mr. Misster
Fly Queens Drag Brunch, Toyota Music Factory
Facebook.com/people/The-Liquor-
Mini/100057065155238/

BEST LOCAL ARTS 
ORGANIZATION
Arttitude

Dedicated to supporting diverse LGBTQ+ 
and allied artists
469-865-8212 • Arttitude.org

BEST THEATER COMPANY
Uptown Players

Kalita Humphreys Theater
3636 Turtle Creek Blvd.
Dallas, Texas
214-219-2718 • UptownPlayers.org

BEST PERFORMANCE VENUE
Rose Room

Inside Station 4; Cassie Nova, show director
3911 Cedar Springs Road
Dallas, Texas
214-526-7171 • RoseRoomDallas.com

Kameron Ross: BEST LOCAL PERFORMER (NON-DRAG)

Kameron Ross says his life changed when he was 8 years old and saw Shania Twain 
perform. While she has definitely had an effect on many a gay boy, Kameron took it to the next 
level and became a country singer his own damn self.

Now that he’s all grown up, Kameron continues to forge his path as a completely out 
country singer. In 2020, he gained exposure by appearing on America’s Got Talent making it to 
that season’s quarter finals. Most recently, he was a Queerty nominee for his music video, “If 
I Could Go Back.” Locally, he’s performed at Alexandre’s and even booked Pride at Fair Park. 
So get out to see him here while you can, because, with his vocal chops and matinee idol 
looks, he is sure to hit the big time any day now.

— Rich Lopez

Jenni P : 
BEST DRAG PERFORMER

Seems like everywhere you look 
these days, you’ll see another venue 
offering its version of a drag brunch. 
But in Dallas, Jenni P has made it her 
mission to turn drag brunch into an art 
form all its own.

Jenni P, aka Jeff Roose, has been 
performing in drag since 1990, starting 
in her hometown of Cleveland, Ohio, 
and continuing after moving to Dallas 
some 17 years ago. Her resume 
includes the titles of Miss Gay Ohio 
Great Lakes USofA 1995 and Miss 
Gay Cleveland Northcoast 1993. She 
was one of two grand marshals for 
Dallas Pride in 2019, the first year the 
celebration moved to Fair Park.

Jenni P’s biggest Dallas claim to 
fame, though, has been in the ever-
growing world of the drag brunch. 
These days, she divides her time 
between hosting Tapped Out Drag 
Brunch at Cedar Springs Tap House, 
Bougie Queens Drag Brunch at the 
Commons Club inside Virgin Hotel 
Dallas and the Red Carpet Drag Show 
at Lava Lounge. And when Jenni’s not 
onstage in drag, Jeff is plying his trade 
as a professional makeup artist.

— Tammye Nash
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Arttitude: BEST LOCAL ARTS ORGANIZATION 

Arttitude has been creating and supporting platforms for LGBTQ artists of all kinds since it was first founded in 2016. 
The organization pushes more consistent show and exhibition spaces for LGBTQ artists as well as hiring staff to curate 
exhibitions and develop existing programs.

The group’s biggest exposure can be found on Cedar Springs Road, right in the heart of the gayborhood, the can’t-
miss mural on the outside wall of the Nelson Tebedo Clinic honoring pioneering transgender activists Sylvia Rivera and 
Marsha P. Johnson. Painted in 2019 by New York artist Brian Kenny, it is the largest mural in the world dedicated to 
the transgender community. Arttitude co-founders Jerome Larez and RafiQ Salleh-Flowers commissioned the mural 
named “Pay It No Mind.”

In late summer 2021, Arttitude was named a recipient of the Creativity and Free Expression grant through the Ford 
Foundation which helped continue Arttitude’s mission of equality through the arts.

— Rich Lopez

Liquor Mini: BEST KARAOKE HOST 

Every Tuesday night at Mr. Misster, folks sign up to belt their 
favorite karaoke tune. But it’s Liquor Mini who keeps the night on 
track. As the host of Trashy Tuesdays Karaoke, she — along with 
DJ Al Farb — lets patrons live out their Mariah Carey dreams by 
providing them with almost 50,000 songs to choose from. Now she 
can’t help if they torture any of those songs, but Mini keeps it all fab 
and fun for everyone. Plus, it doesn’t hurt to have a few signature 
Liquor Mini cocktails either.

— Rich Lopez
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North Haven Gardens:
 BEST GARDEN SUPPLY/NURSERY

For more than 70 years now, North Haven Gardens has been 
meeting the gardening needs of Dallasites, offering anything and 
everything you might need to make your garden, your lawn or, 
heck, even the interior of your home a beautiful oasis. That includes 
flowers, vegetables, trees and shrubs, seeds, décor and, yes, advice 
on what to plant, when to plant and where to plant it. They don’t have 
landscape design services, but they do have a landscape concierge 
service that will offer up some suggestions as well as gardening kits, 
indoor plants, native plants, plants for pollinator gardens and plants 
for a vegetable garden.

That long and loving legacy nearly came to an end about two 
and a half years ago when one of the 10 tornadoes that devastated 
North Texas on Oct. 20, 2019, slammed through North Haven, 
leaving the nursery at 7700 Northaven Road in shambles. It took a 
lot of dedication and a lot of hard work, but the North Haven crew 
had their business back up and running just about a month later, 
re-opening on Nov. 25, just in time for the holiday season. So if you 
need anything that has anything to do with gardening, make sure you 
check them out.

— Tammye Nash

Thank you for Voting 

Us

“Best Vintage/Antique/
Consignment Store”

Lula B’sLula B’s
Making 
Dallas 
FABULOUS
for over
28 Years!

1010 N. Riverfront  
Design District

1982 Fort Worth Ave.  
Oak Cliff

LULABSDALLAS.COM
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BEST NEW BUSINESS – TIE
Wise Insurance Group

2331 Gus Thomasson Road
Dallas, Texas
469-464-5740 • WiseInsuranceGroup.com
and
PinPoint Burger Bar

4422 Lemmon Ave., Ste. B
Dallas, Texas
972-913-4780 • PinPointBurgerBar.com

BEST FURNITURE STORE
Dulce

1208 N. Riverfront Blvd.
Dallas, Texas
214-219-5656 • MyDulce.com

BEST GAY APPAREL
Skivvies

4001 Cedar Springs Road, Ste. C
Dallas, Texas
214-559-4955 • SkivviesDallas.net

BEST THRIFT STORE
Out of the Closet

3920 Cedar Springs Road
Dallas, Texas
214-599-2173 • Locations.OutOfTheCloset.
org/tx-dallas-18210300

BEST BOOK STORE/COMICS 
Red Pegasus Comics

319 N. Bishop Ave.
Dallas, Texas
972-413-8716 • RedPegasusComics.com

BEST COLLECTIBLES
Zeus Comics and Collectibles

1334 Inwood Road
Dallas, Texas
214-219-8697 • ZeusComics.com

BEST VINTAGE/ANTIQUES/
CONSIGNMENT 
Lula B’s

1010 N. Riverfront Blvd.
214-749-1929
1982 Fort Worth Ave.
214-824-2185
Dallas, Texas • LulaBsDallas.com

BEST DOMESTIC AUTO 
DEALERSHIP
Friendly Chevrolet

2754 N. Stemmons Freeway
Dallas, Texas
214-920-1900 • FriendlyChevy.com

BEST IMPORT AUTO 
DEALERSHIP
Toyota of Irving

1999 W. Airport Freeway
Irving, Texas
972-395-5090 • ToyotaOfIrving.com

BEST GARDEN SUPPLY/
NURSERY
North Haven Gardens

7700 Northaven Road
Dallas, Texas
214-363-5316 • NHG.com

BEST FLORIST
McShan Florist

10311 Garland Road
Dallas, Texas
214-324-2481 • McShanFlorist.com

BEST GROCERY STORE
Kroger Fresh Fare Dallas

4142 Cedar Springs Road
Dallas, Texas
214-599-9859 • Kroger.com
(numerous other locations throughout DFW)

BEST LIQUOR AND WINE 
SELECTION 
Goody Goody Liquor

3316 Oak Lawn Ave.
Dallas, Texas
214-765-6878 • GoodyGoody.com
(numerous other locations throughout DFW)

BEST EYEWEAR/OPTICAL
Fashion Optical

3430 Oak Lawn Ave.
Dallas, Texas
214-526-6006 • FashionOpticalDallas.com

BEST ADULT SHOP 
Alternatives of New Fine Arts

1720 W. Mockingbird Lane, Ste. B
214-630-7071 • NewFineArtsAlternatives.com

SUNDAYS at 1 p.m. 
on 89.3 KNON-FM 

with David Taffet, Lerone Landis 
and the always late Patti Fink.

Lambda 
Weekly

  VOTED
    2022 BEST GAY APPAREL 

quality. style.
4001-C Cedar Springs Rd. Dallas TX 75219
214-559-4955 • skivviesmensunderwear.com

We’ll 
cover 
you 

TOP to 
BOTTOM!
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BEST WEEKEND GETAWAY!
Thanks Dallas Voice Readers!

THE LGBT Campground in Central Texas on Lake Limestone • rainbowranch.net • 1662 LCR 800 Groesbeck, TX 76642 • 888.875.7596 • info@rainbowranch.net

Rainbow Ranch is an award winning campground with cabins, tents and RV sites, a pool, a top-notch pavilion and more! Come enjoy a relaxing, quiet 
weekend or join us for one of our fun-filled weekend events. We also offer a venue for weddings and other events. Come see us!
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BEST AIRLINE 
Southwest Airlines

Headquartered in Dallas with hubs at Atlan-
ta, Baltimore/Washington, Chicago Midway, 
Denver, Houston Hobby, Nashville, Oakland, 
Phoenix, St. Louis.
800-435-9792 • Southwest.com

BEST LOCAL HOTEL
Lorenzo Hotel 

1011 S. Akard St.
Dallas, Texas
214-273-3000 • LorenzoHotel.com

BEST LGBTQ DESTINATION 
Rainbow Ranch Campground

1662 LCR 800
Groesbeck, Texas
888-875-7596 • RainbowRanch.net

BEST LOCAL TRAVEL/CRUISE 
AGENCY
The Pauer Group

Randy Pauer, CTC, CLS
469-620-1055 • ThePauerGroup.com

BEST OUT OF TOWN PARTY
White Party Palm Springs

April 29-May 1, 2022
WhitePartyGlobal.com

BEST ROMANTIC GETAWAY
Puerto Vallarta

Mexico
VisitPuertoVallarta.com

BEST WEEKEND GETAWAY 
Rainbow Ranch Campground

1662 LCR 800
Groesbeck, Texas
888-875-7596 • RainbowRanch.net

Rainbow Ranch Campground: 
BEST LGBTQ DESTINATION 

Just shy of two hours south of Dallas is a little town called Groesbeck, and at nearby Lake 
Limestone is this queer campground destination. The largest of its kind in Texas, Rainbow 
Ranch is a haven for LGBTQ people to enjoy the outdoors in a safe space spread across 700 
acres. Guests can hike, bike and fish for a relaxing time. The ranch also hosts a variety of 
events for those who want to live it up, outdoors-style. Rainbow Ranch hosts weekends such 
as its own Burning Man party, the Spring Women’s Fest and Summer Splash, as well as festive 
holiday weekend events.

Guests can either pitch a tent or rent a cabin or, for large groups, a four-bedroom, two-bath 
house, a fire pit and large back yard. The ranch also features a pool and pavilion. Sounds like 
everything is good to go for a night in nature. 

— Rich Lopez

Thank you for voting us
“Best Travel & Cruise Agency”

year after year!

We’ve sampled EVERY major 
cruise line with 78 cruises  
under our belt. We NEVER 

charge for our services.
Gay owned & operated!

THE PAUER GROUP

ThePauerGroup.com • 972-241-2000
Randy@ThePauerGroup.com
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Dr. Marc Tribble: BEST HIV SPECIALIST, 
BEST GENERAL PRACTITIONER
MD Progressive Care: 
BEST GROUP MEDICAL PRACTICE

Since going into private practice in 2003, Arlington native Dr. 
Marc Tribble says he has focused on delivering “high quality, 
patient-centered medical care using the latest in evidence-
based treatments.” And according to our Dallas Voice readers, 
he is definitely doing exactly that: They voted him as Best HIV 
Specialist and Best General Practitioner, and they named his 
MD Progressive Care as Best Group Medical Practice. 

After studying at Baylor University in Waco, Dr. Tribble 
went on to complete his medical training at UTMB-
Galveston, Baylor University Medical Center in Dallas and 
UT-Southwestern/Parkland Hospital/Veterans Affairs Medical 
Center, also in Dallas. He is board-certified in internal medicine 
and in infectious diseases, and is on staff at Baylor in Dallas. 
Dr. Tribble estimates that, since beginning his medical career, 
he has treated more than 3,000 individuals living with HIV 
and has participated in more than 30 clinical trials for HIV 
medications and treatments in all phases of development.

— Tammye Nash
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Summer 
is Coming!
Total Med offers award-winning services 
at the most affordable prices in DFW

Botox 20 units only $185 or Dysport 50 units only $169

Juvederm Ultra XC 1ml syringe only $429

CoolSculpting – Buy 4 Sessions Get 4 FREE
Plus ask how you can also receive FREE Botox or Juvederm

6 Fat Burner Shots only $59 or 12 Shots for only $99

Power-up E.D. Troches as low as $4.05

IPL Photofacial Full Face only $149

New Clients Receive 
10% off Any Service 

(up to $250)

Free Consultations on PRP Hair Loss, 
Regenerative Cell Therapy, PDO Threads 

and Hormone Therapy.

Special offers only valid through 5/31/22. Limit one special offer per person (you can purchase different offers).
Cannot be combined with any other offers and cannot have more than one promotional filler during treatment. Must wait 90-days between injectable treatment offers.

Scan to sign-up  
for our Special 
Offers Monthly 

Email.

TotalMedSolutions.com
214.247.1766
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BEST YOGA STUDIO - TIE
Uptown Yoga

2636 Thomas Ave.
Dallas, Texas
214-965-9642 • UptownYoga.com
and
City Yoga

4311 Belmont Ave.
Dallas, Texas
214-792-9505 • CityYogaDallas.com

BEST DENTIST
Dr. Salvator La Mastra

Hamlett & La Mastra DDS
8100 Lomo Alto
Dallas, Texas
214-393-8525 • CosmeticDentistOfDallas.com

BEST OPTOMETRIST 
Dr. EyeCare

Dr. Allen B. Safir
4414 Lemmon Ave.
Dallas, Texas
214-522-3937

BEST CHIROPRACTOR 
Dr. Michael Shippy

Shippy Chiropractic
4000 W Park Blvd.
Plano, Texas
972-769-9500 • ShippyChiropractic.com

BEST DERMATOLOGIST
Dr. Farhad Niroomand

Uptown Dermatology
4144 N. Central Expressway, Ste. 855
Dallas, Texas
214-303-1102 • UptownDerm.com

BEST COUNSELOR/THERAPIST
Jimmy Owen, LPC-S

3838 Oak Lawn Ave., Ste. 1000
Dallas, Texas
214-546-8852 • JimmyOwen.com

BEST COSMETIC PRACTITIONER
Dr. Steven Pounders

3500 Oak Lawn Ave., UNIT 600
Dallas, Texas
214-520-8833 • drPounders.com

4414 Lemmon Ave. 
at Herschel
Dallas, TX 75219 
214.522-EYES
doctoreyecare.com

• Award-winning Contact Lens 
   Specialists 
• Optometric Glaucoma Specialists 
• Therapeutic Optometrist

Dr. Allen B. Safir

THANKS
T H A N K S
T H A N K S

T H A N K S

T H A N K S

T H A N K S
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BEST CHIROPRACTOR 
Dr. Michael Shippy

Shippy Chiropractic
4000 W Park Blvd.
Plano, Texas
972-769-9500 • ShippyChiropractic.com

BEST DERMATOLOGIST
Dr. Farhad Niroomand

Uptown Dermatology
4144 N. Central Expressway, Ste. 855
Dallas, Texas
214-303-1102 • UptownDerm.com

BEST COUNSELOR/THERAPIST
Jimmy Owen, LPC-S

3838 Oak Lawn Ave., Ste. 1000
Dallas, Texas
214-546-8852 • JimmyOwen.com

BEST COSMETIC PRACTITIONER
Dr. Steven Pounders

3500 Oak Lawn Ave., UNIT 600
Dallas, Texas
214-520-8833 • drPounders.com

BEST PLACE TO GET TESTED
Uptown Physicians Group

2801 Lemmon Ave., Ste. 400
Dallas, Texas
214-303-1033 • UptownPhysiciansGroup.com

BEST HIV SPECIALIST
Dr. Marc A. Tribble

MD Progressive Care
3500 Oak Lawn Ave., Ste. 700
Dallas, Texas
214-521-0100 • MDProgressiveCare.com

BEST TRANS HEALTHCARE 
Nelson-Tebedo Clinic

Resource Center
4012 Cedar Springs Road
Dallas, Texas
214-528-2336 • MyResourceCenter.org/Health

BEST GENERAL PRACTITIONER
Dr. Marc A. Tribble

MD Progressive Care
3500 Oak Lawn Ave., Ste. 700
Dallas, Texas
214-521-0100 • MDProgressiveCare.com

BEST GROUP MEDICAL 
PRACTICE
MD Progressive Care

3500 Oak Lawn Ave., Ste. 700
Dallas, Texas
214-521-0100 • MDProgressiveCare.com 

BEST PHARMACY
AHF Pharmacy

3920 Cedar Springs Road
Dallas, Texas
214-599-7020 • AHFDallas.com
400 North Beach St., Ste. 102
Fort Worth, Texas
817-831-1814 • AHFFtWorth.com
(additional locations at Medical City Hospital 
and Dallas Market Center)

BEST URGENT/EMERGENCY 
CARE FACILITY
ER of Texas - Uptown

3607 Oak Lawn Ave., Ste. 100
Dallas, Texas
469-750-1028 • ERofTexas.com

This year, our readers chose 
Uptown Physicians Group as 
the
 “BEST PLACE TO GET 
TESTED.” 
But that doesn’t just mean HIV 
testing and treatment. Uptown 
Physicians also offers testing 
and treatment for other STDs, 
as well as testing for COVID-19. 
There are some restrictions in 
place on COVID testing for safety 
reasons, so check the website, 
UptownPhysiciansGroup.com, 
for details.
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214.520.8833 / 3500 Oak Lawn, Ste. 600 / DrPounders.com

Erin Simms,
FNP-C

Steven M. Pounders, 
MD

Chad Nyland,
DO

D. Trew Deckard, 
PA-C, MHS

Cameron Wyatt, 
FNP-C

Chad Crager, 
FNP-C

LGBT owned and operated
More than 30 years-experience

Services include:
Primary Care

HIV Specialists
Gender Affirmation

Cosmetic Procedures
Pharmacy

Ask about PrEP

Give us a call TODAY 
to schedule your 

appointment!

Concierge Medicine offered by 
Steven M. Pounders, MD

Genoa 
Pharmacy
Open for new and 

transferred prescriptions 
214-276-8412

NOW OPEN!
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Jimmy Owen: BEST COUNSELOR/THERAPIST

Counseling, says Jimmy Owen, is a collaborative experience. The first step is for the client 
to make the decision to begin therapy. Once that happens, Owen believes that his job as a 
therapist is to, first, “create a safe place for [clients] to be real and share [their] vulnerabilities” 
and then to help his clients “create a congruency” between their feelings, their thinking and 
their behavior. “When those three parts of self are in alignment,” Jimmy says, “your potential 
for happiness and self-awareness increase.” And that is when healing happens.

With a license to practice in Illinois, Michigan and Wisconsin as well as Texas, Jimmy has 
more than 30 years of experience as a licensed professional counselor-supervisor working in 
diverse environments in both the private and public sectors. He has also worked with the Dane 
County District Attorney’s Office Crime Response Team in Wisconsin, helping victims of and 
witnesses to violent and traumatic crime.

While starting out with his training and experience focused on college student personnel 
and higher education, Jimmy has since expanded his skill set to include clinical supervision, 
post combat behavioral health and working as a business consultant and trainer/educator 
in both profit and nonprofit settings. Listed among his specialties are mediation, hospice 
situations, LGBTQ issues, grief and loss, issues around HIV/AIDS and other chronic illnesses, 
case management, trauma situations, suicide prevention  and much more.

In addition to seeing patients in person, Jimmy also provides teletherapy services for clients 
in all of these states in which he is licensed to practice.

— Tammye Nash

214.890.1616
9301 North Central Expy. #310 • Dallas, TX

MAKE YOUR IN-OFFICE 
OR TELEHEALTH 
APPOINTMENT

214.823.2533
3409 Worth St.#710 • Dallas, TX

HIV Care & Treatment 
at our location on the Baylor campus.

PrEP Services 
provided with specialty pharmacy on-site.

Financial & Medication 
  assistance available.

PrEP & HIV Clinical Trials
available

Gender Affirmation 
  hormone therapy.

Long Acting Injection Treatment
available. 

We accept most insurance plans!
infectiousdiseases.com 

or ntidc.org

FIGHTING ON THE FRONT LINES OF 
INFECTIOUS DISEASE FOR OVER 30 YEARS!
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Jimmy Owen: BEST COUNSELOR/THERAPIST

Counseling, says Jimmy Owen, is a collaborative experience. The first step is for the client 
to make the decision to begin therapy. Once that happens, Owen believes that his job as a 
therapist is to, first, “create a safe place for [clients] to be real and share [their] vulnerabilities” 
and then to help his clients “create a congruency” between their feelings, their thinking and 
their behavior. “When those three parts of self are in alignment,” Jimmy says, “your potential 
for happiness and self-awareness increase.” And that is when healing happens.

With a license to practice in Illinois, Michigan and Wisconsin as well as Texas, Jimmy has 
more than 30 years of experience as a licensed professional counselor-supervisor working in 
diverse environments in both the private and public sectors. He has also worked with the Dane 
County District Attorney’s Office Crime Response Team in Wisconsin, helping victims of and 
witnesses to violent and traumatic crime.

While starting out with his training and experience focused on college student personnel 
and higher education, Jimmy has since expanded his skill set to include clinical supervision, 
post combat behavioral health and working as a business consultant and trainer/educator 
in both profit and nonprofit settings. Listed among his specialties are mediation, hospice 
situations, LGBTQ issues, grief and loss, issues around HIV/AIDS and other chronic illnesses, 
case management, trauma situations, suicide prevention  and much more.

In addition to seeing patients in person, Jimmy also provides teletherapy services for clients 
in all of these states in which he is licensed to practice.

— Tammye Nash

HALLELOO, it’s OUT!VISIT
Complete Visitors Guide to DFW

LIVE
Dynamic Relocation Guide

EXPERIENCE
Comprehensive Business Directory

Available in newsstands now!
Visit us online at 

www.OUTntx.com
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Dr. Josh, Isla Veterinary Boutique Hospital: BEST VETERINARIAN

When someone you love is ill or injured, you want to know they are getting the best care 
possible from the most attentive and caring medical professionals. That goes for our furry or 
feathered or scaled loved ones, too, right? Well, caring, compassionate and attentive care for 
your pet is exactly what you’ll find with Dr. Josh at Isla Veterinary Boutique Hospital on Marsh 
Lane in Addison.

Dr. Josh and his staff go that extra mile to make sure that your and your pet’s visit to Isla 
is as comfortable and as stress-free as possible, and that the care and attention your pet 
gets is always top notch. It starts as soon as you walk in the door, with interior décor created 
intentionally to be soothing and comfortable, including special waiting areas for pets that might 
be a little too excitable or nervous. And it continues throughout the visit. Isla is the closest 
thing to concierge medical care for pets you are likely to find anywhere.

And don’t forget to check out Dr. Josh’s column, WOOF, on the first Friday of every month 
in Dallas Voice, where he offers advice and information to help you keep your furry babies as 
healthy as possible.

— Tammye Nash

IslaVet.com
14380 Marsh Lane Ste. 110 

(next to Tom Thumb)
Addison, Texas 75001 

972.738.1111 

BEST
Veterinarian

We are committed to providing compassionate 
pet care, unmatched service & state-of-the-art 

technology and procedures to keep your 
fur-ever friend in tip-top shape.

Contact Us Today To Set Up Your Appointment!

Thank You!

Dr. Josh
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SPCA of Texas: BEST PET RESCUE

Since 1938, the SPCA of Texas has been taking care of animals that no one else was taking 
care of and then finding those animals loving new “forever” homes. And we’re not just talking 
about puppies and kittens, dogs and cats, either; SPCA of Texas rescues and finds homes for 
all kinds of critters, including horses and other livestock. The organization also operates two 
Spay/Neuter and Wellness Clinics and online pharmacy services offering affordable and ac-
cessible veterinary services with a special focus on serving pet owners who otherwise may not 
be able to afford the care their pets need. SPCA also has a mobile wellness program offering 
services including vaccines, microchips and flea prevention at wellness events, low-cost spay/
neuter services that are even free to pet owners living in certain ZIP codes, and a trap/neuter/
return program for feral cats.

SPCA of Texas conducts animal cruelty investigations in cooperation with law enforcement 
agencies and then takes animals rescued from cruelty situations. The organization is also 
prepared to respond and deploy to support animals in need during disasters locally, regionally 
and nationally.

You can visit the Jan Rees-Jones Animal Care Center and Myron K. Martin Spay/Neuter 
and Wellness Clinic at 2400 Lone Star Drive in Dallas for veterinary care for your pets or to find 
a new pet. If you are looking for horses or livestock, head to the Equine/Livestock Center at 
8411 Stacy Road in McKinney. The Mary Spencer Spay/Neuter and Wellness Clinic is located 
at 4830 Village Fair Drive, and dogs are available to adopt at the Ellis County Animal Center, 
27560 FM 878 in Waxahachie. 

And you can see the Dallas Voice’s SPCA Pet of the Week each Friday in Dallas Voice and 
online at DallasVoice.com.

Check out the website at SPCA.org to donate or volunteer.
— Tammye Nash
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for voting

BEST PET SUPPLY

Thank
You!

26 DFW locations to serve you! Visit www.petsuppliesplus.com
mon-sat: 9am-9pm • sun: 10am-6pm
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PETS
BEST VETERINARIAN
Isla Veterinary Boutique Hospital

Dr. Josh
14380 Marsh Lane, Ste. 110
Addison, Texas 75001
972-738-1111 • IslaVet.com

BEST PET SUPPLY
Pet Supplies Plus

2525 Wycliff Ave., Ste. 126
Dallas, Texas
972-807-6317 • PetSuppliesPlus.com
(26 other locations throughout DFW)

BEST DOG PARK OR DOG 
OUTING
Mutts Canine Cantina

2889 Cityplace W. Blvd.
Dallas, Texas
214-377- 8723 • MuttsCantina.com/tx-dallas
(locations also in Fort Worth and Allen)

BEST PET GROOMING
Hollywood Feed

3425 Knight St.
Dallas, Texas
469-372-2951 • HollywoodFeed.com
(23 other locations throughout DFW)

BEST BOARDING/KENNELING
Camp Bow Wow  

13730 Floyd Circle
Dallas, Texas
214-575-9663 • CampBowWow.com
(numerous other locations throughout DFW)

BEST ANIMAL ADOPTION 
ORGANIZATION
SPCA of Texas

2400 Lone Star Drive
Dallas, Texas
214-742-7722 • SPCA.org
(Equine/Livestock Center in McKinney; Spay/
Neuter & Wellness Clinic in Dallas; Ellis County 
Animal Care Center in Waxahachie)

Say hello to Martha Mae, Jimbo 
and Lady. These are just three of the 
fabulous furry friends available for 
adoption at SPCA of Texas, our RVA 
winner for Best Pet Rescue. Find out 
more about these three sweethearts 
and many more at SPCA.org/FindAPet.
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Chad West: BEST CRIMINAL DEFENSE ATTORNEY

When Chad West isn’t at Dallas City Hall as our current Mayor Pro Tem, you’ll likely find him 
at his Oak Cliff law practice, where his specialties include personal injury and estate planning 
and, according to Dallas Voice readers, criminal defense.

West is the fourth gay man to serve as Dallas mayor pro tem, and he is, his fellow council 
member Omar Narvaez says, “one of the hardest-working council members.”

West describes his style as working “both sides of the aisle” — the divide in the non-
partisan city council being North Dallas/South Dallas rather than by political party. That may 
be part of his success as a criminal defense attorney. Judges and other attorneys who know 
him and have worked with him know that while he’ll always present a vigorous defense for his 
clients, he’s even-tempered, fair and honest.

West has been recognized as a Top 100 Trial Lawyers by the National Trial Lawyers 
Association and has been recognized as a best attorney not only multiple years by Dallas 
Voice readers but also by D magazine. He also is one of the co-founders of Dash for the 
Beads, an annual Mardi Gras 5K event in Oak Cliff to raise money for area schools.

— David Taffet

214-528-6500 • robwiley.com • 2613 Thomas Ave., Dallas, TX 75204

Employment Discrimination Lawyer
Law Office of 

Rob Wiley, P.C.

•  WINNER - Best Insurance Agent - RVA 2021

3910 Cedar Springs Rd. (next to Round Up) Dallas, TX
214.443.0454 | SalonAuraDallas.com

Are you ready 
for summer?

We can Help!

The ONLY LGBTQ 
owned salon on the Strip!

Best 
Hair Salon
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BEST GROCERY DELIVERY
Kroger 

4901 Maple Ave.
Dallas, Texas
972-725-1269 • Kroger.com
(numerous other locations throughout DFW)

BEST TAKEOUT/DELIVERY
Uber Eats

UberEats.com

BEST CURBSIDE SERVICE
Central Market

10720 Preston Road, Ste. 1018
Dallas, Texas
972-860-6500 • CentralMarket.com
(numerous other locations throughout DFW)

BEST INSURANCE AGENT
Alex Long

Allstate Insurance
4425 Plano Parkway, Ste. 1001
Carrollton, Texas
972-570-7000 • Agents.Allstate.com/Al-
ex-Long-Carrollton-tx.html

BEST REAL ESTATE AGENT 
John C. Weber

Compass
5960 Berkshire Lane, Ste. 700
Dallas, Texas
214-679-2427 • JCWRealEstateGroup.com

BEST ACCOUNTANT/TAX 
PREPARATION
Umbrella Financial Services

1162 W. Pioneer Parkway
Arlington, Texas
817-203-4711 • UFSTSG.com

BEST CIVIL/FAMILY ATTORNEY
Webb Family Law Firm, P.C.

325 North St. Paul Street, Ste. 4450
Dallas, Texas
214-871-2730 • WebbFamilyLaw.com

BEST CRIMINAL DEFENSE 
ATTORNEY
Chad West

3606 S. Tyler St.
Dallas, Texas
972-275-2423 • ChadWestLaw.com

BEST PLACE TO PAMPER 
YOURSELF
Nailed Nail Bar

3517 Oak Lawn Ave.
Dallas, Texas
214-526-7133 • NailedNailBar.com

BEST HAIR SALON
Salon Aura

3910 Cedar Springs Road
Dallas, Texas
214-443-0454 • SalonAuraDallas.com

BEST MANI-PEDI
Nailed Nail Bar

3517 Oak Lawn Ave.
Dallas, Texas
214-526-7133 • NailedNailBar.com

BEST MASSAGE THERAPIST
Celia Aldape, LMT & Doula

With Guided Hands
221 Bedford Road, Ste. 313
Bedford, Texas
469-438-3239 • WithGuidedHands.com

BEST PERSONAL TRAINER
Cesar Loza

Cesar Fitness Management
2600 W. Mockingbird Lane
Dallas, Texas
972-679-1235 • CesarFitMan.com

BEST PLACE TO WORK OUT
LA Fitness

2690 N. Haskell Ave.
Dallas, Texas
214-530-0005 • LAFitness.com 
(numerous other locations throughout DFW)

BEST MOVING COMPANY
Fantastic Moves

10610 Metric Drive, Ste. 175
Dallas, Texas
214-349-6683 • FantasticMoves.com

BEST WEDDING PLANNER 
LGBTWeddings.com

Chad West: BEST CRIMINAL DEFENSE ATTORNEY

When Chad West isn’t at Dallas City Hall as our current Mayor Pro Tem, you’ll likely find him 
at his Oak Cliff law practice, where his specialties include personal injury and estate planning 
and, according to Dallas Voice readers, criminal defense.

West is the fourth gay man to serve as Dallas mayor pro tem, and he is, his fellow council 
member Omar Narvaez says, “one of the hardest-working council members.”

West describes his style as working “both sides of the aisle” — the divide in the non-
partisan city council being North Dallas/South Dallas rather than by political party. That may 
be part of his success as a criminal defense attorney. Judges and other attorneys who know 
him and have worked with him know that while he’ll always present a vigorous defense for his 
clients, he’s even-tempered, fair and honest.

West has been recognized as a Top 100 Trial Lawyers by the National Trial Lawyers 
Association and has been recognized as a best attorney not only multiple years by Dallas 
Voice readers but also by D magazine. He also is one of the co-founders of Dash for the 
Beads, an annual Mardi Gras 5K event in Oak Cliff to raise money for area schools.

— David Taffet
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Editor’s Choice, Best Family Law Attorneys: O’NEAL WYSOCKI LAW

The LGBTQ community is blessed to have a number of outstanding attorneys standing 
ready to represent us, whether it be in civil or criminal matters. But when you have a 
mainstream law firm led by a hetero attorney who has gone out of her way to create an LGBTQ 
Family Law section in the firm staffed by LGBTQ attorneys who are fighting daily to make sure 
the state’s changing laws regarding LGBTQ families treat us all fairly, that’s a law firm — and 
attorneys — who deserve recognition.

That’s the case with O’Neal Wysocki PC.
I first met Michelle O’Neal some 15 years ago when I sat down with her and her client, a 

woman named Kristine Vowels, who was fighting to get visitation with her daughter. Kristine 
and her ex, the child’s birth mother, had split up, and her ex had cut off her access to their 
daughter. This was long before same-sex marriage was legal, especially in Texas, but Michelle 
fought every inch of the way and only stopped when Kristine decided it was in the best interest 
of her daughter to end the ongoing legal battle. 
But Michelle kept on helping her LGBTQ clients fight their legal battles, and when she joined 
up with Michael Wysocki to create O’Neal Wysocki PC, she made it a priority not only to keep 
fighting for LGBTQ clients herself, but to bring on LGBTQ attorneys to help her continue the 
fight. First Karri Betrand joined the firm, then Jordan Ezell and, most recently, Kassie Hines.

Michelle says it best: “Our firm prides itself on diversity on all fronts — political, racial, 
gender orientation, even just thoughts/ideas. Michael, as managing partner, emphasizes 
diversity as an important priority for our firm. That helps each of us be better as individuals and 
creates synergy for the group as a whole. Having people that think differently provides greater 
perspective in our process evaluating our cases and developing our clients’ strategies.

“From the infancy of our firm, LGBTQ issues have been an important part of our practice. 
We started our firm the same month the Obergefell opinion was released, and I was out in 
front of that issue talking about it from Day 1. Having Karri join us in the infancy of our firm 
deepened our commitment to the LGBTQ community, especially as family creation and 
structure issues have become a central issue in the community. Karri is known across the state 
for her strong advocacy on nonparent custody rights.  Adding Kassie and Jordan gave us 
breadth and depth to provide more people the help they need.”

— Tammye Nash

Same-sex Couples 
& Individuals 
Green Cards

❖  

Fiancè Visas 
❖ 

CitizenshipWaivers 
❖ 

Appeals 
❖ 

Deportation Defense

Olinger Law, PLLC

Lynn S. Olinger
Board Certified Immigration Law Specailist

Serving the LGBT 
community for 20+ years

IMMIGRATION

214.396.9090 • www.Isolaw.com
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GET NAILED!

3517 Oak Lawn Ave, 
Dallas, TX 75219 
(214) 526-7133

nailednailbar.com

2 AWARDS!
Thank you for voting us

BEST MANI/PEDI
BEST PLACE TO GET PAMPERED

2610 West Miller Rd • Garland • 972-926-0100
5832 E. Belknap • Haltom City • 871-831-3600

www.builderssurplustexas.com

Save 40% - 60%

The Largest Selection of Cabinets, Doors, 
Vanities and Tubs in the DFW Area

Smashing High Prices!

Tired of 
SHAVING?

We Can Help!

Serving the LGBT  
Community since 2011!

Call Today for your 

FREE 
Consultation!

682-593-1442
htgtelectrolysis.com

4245 N. Central Expy.
Suite 450, Dallas, TX

WE NOW 

OFFER BOTOX TOO!
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BEHIND THE CURTAIN

Setting off fireworks
Dixie Longate takes her 
pandemic experience to  
the big stage

RICH LOPEZ  |  Staff writer
rich@dallasvoice.com

Dixie Longate is truly a North 
Texas drag icon. She first found 
her show-biz niche selling Tup-

perware while in drag and went on to 
become the highest-selling Tupperware 
lady in North America.

But like all of us, Longate had a pan-
demic to get through. Masks, vaccines, 
quarantines — none of those things 
were in any original plan. But being a 
performer, Longate turned her problems 
into the premiere of Cherry Bombs and 
Bottle Rockets, which plays for one-night 
only at Bass Hall. 

Cherry Bombs and Bottle Rockets plays at 
7:30 p.m. April 2 at Bass Hall. For more 
information or tickets, visit BassHall.
com.

Longate (nee Kris Anderson) sat down 
with Dallas Voice to discuss pulling ma-
terial together for the show and deciding 
whether it’s been a cathartic experience 
or not. 

Dallas Voice: Congratulations on the 
new show. From the sounds of it, the 
pandemic gave you a wealth of mate-
rial to pull from. When did you know 
you had a show on your hands? Dixie 
Longate: When you live in the South, you 
have so much craziness going on around 
you during ordinary times. Then one day 
I just looked around my trailer and saw 
50 empty booze bottles gathered on the 
floor, my son playing with a wild raccoon, 
my daughter not paying attention to her 
Zoom class because she was making 
“artwork” out of a couple of tampons and 
myself all out of chloroform to keep every-
one quiet. And I realized, I got lots of new 
stories to talk about. 

Clearly you know how to be productive. 
How were you handling the pandemic 
— particularly during the highest mo-
ments of it — prior to conceiving this 
show? Booze. Mostly booze. I learned all 
sorts of new cocktail recipes.

Despite the kiddos, was it hard to not 
have company or see your friends? It 
was fun to not see people that bothered 
me and to be able to blame that on the 
six-foot rule. That was definitely a high 
point. I tried to use the time wisely to 
cross stitch some samplers for the front 
entryway with meaningful sayings like, 
“Everything’s a dildo if you are brave 
enough,” and “Everyone is welcome, pro-
vided you are bringing vodka and carrying 
cash.”

Those would do well on Etsy. Did the 
pandemic offer you any lessons as a 
performer? OK, I have to say that it made 
me miss people. There is no substitute for 
seeing the smiling faces and hearing the 
laughter from a real, live audience, just as 
there is no substitute for butter no matter 
what your grandma puts on the table at 

Thanksgiving. It also made me realize that 
most people are so down on themselves. 

There is something to be said about the 
effect it had on everyone’s mental 
health. Being tucked away for a few years 
made me see how much value other peo-
ple have, but they don’t give themselves 
their fair credit. When I tell these new 
stories in the show, that’s definitely going 
to be a focus of mine. 

Here we are now. Vaccinations have 
got us a bit on track to some kind of 
normal. Obviously, theater is back, 
which provides you with the oppor-
tunity to share your experience. How 
does that feel as someone who has 
a loyal following of fans who love to 
interact with Dixie? I have spent the last 
two years doing a ton of live videos and 
connecting with people through social 
media, so if y’all follow me, then you have 

seen some of what’s been going on. But 
I haven’t even scratched the surface. I’ve 
got plenty of things to share. But knowing 
that I can finally see the faces of the peo-
ple I’m talking to rather than just replying 
to comments makes me feel all tingly in 
my no-no place. 

Was there the thought that you’re creat-
ing a show with no guarantee when it 
could open because of potential vari-
ants leading to mandates? For a while I 
was really scared that theaters might be 
shut down forever. In fact, we did lose a 
lot of theaters and many theater profes-
sionals during this time. But I just figured 
I’ll keep writing down these stories that 
were happening because someday, even 
if I had to roll my camper into the middle 
of town and stand up on the edge of a 
dumpster, I was going to share these 
stories with folks.
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I was surprised to read this was your first 
ever stand-up show. I have done several 
other theatrical shows, a couple of them 
right there in Fort Worth. I have brought 
my original show, Dixie’s Tupperware 
Party, to Bass Hall several times, as well 
as the follow up show, Never Wear a 
Tube Top While Riding a Mechanical Bull 
(and 16 other things I learned while I was 
drinking last Thursday), to the McDavid 
studio theater. 

This show will not only be my first stand 
up/storytelling show where I just get up 
and share stories without the aid of some 
bowls or a bull, but it will also be my first 
time doing a show in the big theater at 
Bass Hall.

I have never done a one-night show before. 
I usually come roaring into town and sit in 
a theater doing a few shows a week for 
a couple of weeks in a row. This time it’s 
going to be just like amazing sex that you 
never forget — in and out and gone!

Would you say creating this show was 
cathartic for you? I don’t know if I will 
be able to answer that question until I am 
standing on stage for the first time in Fort 
Worth. I do what I do. I just keep telling 
stories and laughing at the way the world 
presents itself to me, and hopefully I don’t 
get too pissed off at the far-too-many 

stupid people in this world. In this case, I 
don’t know how people will react to what 
I’m sharing until I’m standing on stage 
and listening to the reaction.

Since the pandemic has kept me off-stage 
for a while, y’all will literally be the first 
people ever to hear most of what I’ll be 
saying. If y’all like it, I’ll be grinning from 
ear to ear. If’n you don’t, I’ll have a big 
bottle of open vodka on the side of the 
stage to start drinking immediately after 
the show.

That’s about as cathartic as you can get.
How did creating Cherry Bombs and 

Bottle Rockets compare to other work 
you’ve done? I have never seen so much 
struggle and frustration as I have over 
these past two years. Normally, I sit down 
and write things based on what I want to 
say. In this case, I wrote things based on 
what I think people need to hear. We are 
all a little more battle-worn and hardened 
since I was there last time.

My goal is to not only make you laugh while 
you’re with me, but also to remind you 
that you can take off the armor that you 
are wearing and let a little bit of the sun-
shine fall onto your face.

We all want the same things in this life. We 
all just need to be reminded sometimes 
that we are allowed to go for them.         
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Pumped for trails, tamed for town
2022 Subaru Forester 
Wilderness is sassier than a 
typical Forester

CASEY WILLIAMS  |  Auto Reviewer
AutoCasey@aol.com

There’s no doubt the 2022 Subaru 
Forester Wilderness is capable of 
tackling really challenging trails. 

My trip to Bend, Ore., last October for 
the press preview proved that. I think 
we hit every log road in the state, and 
it demonstrated its substantial prowess.

But, back in the real world, all of the 
upfitting for the back country pays divi-
dends in suburbia with easy maneuver-
ing and safe traveling.  

The Wilderness is a bit sassier than 
a typical Forester, flaunting black clad-
ding around the wheels, lower body 
and covering shaved bumpers that im-
prove maneuverability in the rough. The 
hood’s black anti-glare patch, 17-inch 
black alloy wheels wearing Geolander 
all-terrain tires and reinforced roof 
rack that can hold 800 pounds of tent 
add purpose. The anodized copper ac-
cents look chic but also hide attachment 
points. Look close and you’ll notice an 
additional half an inch of ground clear-
ance in case you decide to actually use it 
beyond pavement.

Environmentalist Subaru fans said 
they wanted a vegan leather option, so 
they get one here, with upholstery that 
looks like leather and feels like suede 
but wipes clean.

Alloy pedals, Harman Kardon audio 
and an extended-length sunroof add 
luxuries, while automatic climate con-
trol, heated front seats, actual knobs for 
volume/tuning and Apple/Android 
connectivity ease driving.

Rubber floor mats throughout, full-
size spare with identical fifth black 
wheel and an LED light on the liftgate 
confirm this Forester is prepared to get 
busy.

The twin camera EyeSight system pro-
vides auto emergency braking, adaptive 
cruise and lane centering for safety.

I was surprised at how enjoyable the 

Forester Wilderness is. Those big tires 
grip mud but also better absorb potholes 
and rough pavement. In town or on the 
highway, it provides a comfortable ride.

The 182-horsepower flat-four engine 
provides plenty of power and 25/28-
MPG city/highway but lacks the oomph 
of the Outback Wilderness’ turbo en-
gine.  I’m not a fan of continuously-vari-
able transmission, but the Forester’s 
keeps the engine in a peppy rev range 
and can be manually shifted through 
eight “gears” with the paddles.  

When we were out in Oregon, Subaru 
sent us on a combination of pavement, 
gravel roads and near-impassible trails 
that beat our undersides and insides 
like a purse on the runway.  The updat-
ed suspension certainly clears obstacles 
better, but it also reduces lean through 
fast corners. It handles better. At several 
points, the X-Mode system, with settings 
for snow/mud that allow more wheel 
slippage, simply shifted power around 
smoothly.

There’s more road noise and suspen-

sion harshness than in the Outback Wil-
derness, but the Forester Wilderness is 
considerably more affordable.

According to Subaru, 25 percent of 
Forester owners camp, and more than 
33 percent carry bikes. Subaru is second 

only to Jeep for people who actually go 
off-road. But adventurous customers are 
unwilling to compromise on their vehi-
cle’s ability to get the friends to dinner, 
pick up a mall haul or zip to the home 
store.
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Pumped for trails, tamed for town

In the end, Subaru delivered exact-
ly that vehicle.  It’s also pretty afford-
able, with an as-tested price of $34,165.  
Competitors include the Toyota RAV4 
TRD, Ford Bronco Sport and GMC Ter-
rain AT4.        

Storm Forward!           █
Send comments to Casey at AutoCasey@

aol.com; follow him on YouTube @AutoCa-
sey.

For all your Subaru needs in North Tex-
as, see Ewing Subaru of Plano.
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From young love to 
memories of being young
YA novel tells a familiar story in a 
setting new to most

TERRI SCHLICHENMEYER  |  BOOKWORM SEZ
BookwormSez@yahoo.com

Ready When You Are by Gary 
Lonesborough; c.2022, Scholastic 
PUSH; $18.99; 245 pages.

Loud thunder-booms. Spiders and 
snakes. The number 13, clowns, 
cemeteries and heights. There 

are a lot of things that you can fear, just 
as there are a lot of ways you can over-
come phobias if you want. Vanquish 
those shivers by taking classes, being 
brave or, as in the new novel Ready 
When You Are by Gary Lonesborough, 
you can let someone gently help you.

If he had to admit it, 17-year-old Jack-
son Barley had a love-hate relationship 
with Christmas. He loved its traditions, 
and he loved it because it was some-
thing out of the ordinary. When hang-
ing out with your mates on the Mish is 
all you normally do, it’s nice to have the 
holidays to break up the same-old.

But over Christmas break, his Aunty 
Pam always brought his cousins 
around, and the house was full of little 
kids. Jackson loved his younger brother 
and his cousins, but man! Could they 
make a racket!

This year, another thing was unusual: 
Aunty Pam arrived Christmas Eve with 
a teenager she was caring for, a boy 
named Tomas who’d just gotten out of 
juvie. Of course, Jackson’s mother said 
that Tomas could bunk in Jackson’s 
room, and that wasn’t cool — not at 
first. Jackson’s mind was elsewhere: His 
girlfriend broke up with him for reasons 
he couldn’t discuss.

For most of his life, Jackson had 
known that he was “different.” He tried 
to be like other boys, but it just didn’t 
work that way. And he was afraid to 
even think about his feelings. And 
now there was this outlaw kid, anoth-
er Aboriginal boy like him, lying on a 
mattress in Jackson’s bedroom, and, oh, 
Tomas was beautiful.

But Jackson wasn’t gay. At least, he 
wasn’t ready to be. He wanted a sum-
mer with his mates, and girls, but he 
wanted Tomas to kiss him, too. How 
could he be true to himself? And what 
would people think?

There are three main characters inside 
Ready When You Are: Jackson, Tomas and 
alcohol — lots of alcohol. And teenagers 
who are often excessively drunk, which 
almost totally mars the sweetness of this 
novel.

Put aside endless Outback parties 
and repetitious beach forays, though, 
and you might be charmed by this fa-
miliar-not-familiar boy-meets-boy tale. 

In placing his novel in an Aboriginal 
community, author Gary Lonesborough 
gives U.S. readers a unique setting and 
immersion in a culture where life feels 
more relaxed than perhaps they’re 
accustomed to. And yet, coming-out 
struggles for gay teens still exist. 

This leads to a story that, scene-for-
scene, is predictable and common in YA 
romance novels — an aspect the genre’s 
most fervent readers passionately rely 
on. They’ll also love Jackson, a boy in 
a man’s skin who acts responsibly and 
genuinely but who’s not yet too self-as-
sured about it. Life through his eyes is 
the best part of this book.

Though you’ll likely find this novel 

YOUNG, Next Page
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in the Young Adult section, it’s absolute-
ly appropriate for grown-ups with fond 
memories of first love. Ready When You 
Are has its lows, but it might also make 
your heart go boom.

Memoir reminds us to count 
our blessings
How Do I Un-Remember This? Unfor-
tunately True Stories by Danny Pel-
legrino; c.2022, Sourcebooks; $25.99; 
272 pages.

Some things are better forgotten: That 
time you had a wardrobe failure in gym 
class. Ugh, when your mom revealed 
one of your childhood incidents to your 
best frenemy. The worst date everrr.

Those are things you’d like to pretend 
never happened, but they did and, as in 
How Do I Un-Remember This? by Danny 
Pellegrino, what have you learned from 
them?

Memories are funny things: You can 
reminisce with someone about some-
thing you both saw or experienced but 
you won’t remember the exact same 
things in the same way. Says the host of 

the podcast Everything Iconic with Danny 
Pellegrino, that’s when it’s perfectly okay 
to take a “little detour” … .

Growing up in a small town in Ohio, 
Pellegrino remembers being an awk-
ward kid. He had many friends, but 
they couldn’t always be trusted. At 
sleepovers, he generally preferred the 
company of the host’s mother, because 
she could be counted on for good gossip.

He liked girls sometimes, but he re-
members how confusing that was, be-
cause he liked boys, too. He recalls bad 
dates, good brothers, the process of com-
ing out and the fluster of being outed.

Even his family could be awkward: 
He remembers family trips as being full 
of cheap motels, bad roads and “stress 
wine” for his mother.

And what can you learn from this?
You learn that if your parents can em-

barrass you, they will. And that bruises 
last forever, but they don’t always hurt 
that long. Know that there are days when 
it’s perfectly okay to say no but that any 
time is a good time to discuss “The Trol-
ley Song.”

You’ll see why we should retire the 

young-white-cis-man trope in superhero 
movies. You’ll learn why it’s important 
to be careful of the things your cleaning 
lady has access to, and you’ll be thankful 
if you have parents who love you.

And you’ll learn that, sometimes, life 
is simply “about getting through the 
journey alongside the ones you love.”

Judging a book by its cover is some-
thing we’ve been told not to do. But still 
— looking at the front of this memoir 
hints at the humor inside, and yep, hu-
mor is here. But it isn’t the only thing. 
How Do I Un-Remember This? is warm 
and fuzzy, too.

That might be because this book is 
more like a conversation than a mono-
logue. Author Danny Pellegrino in-
cludes his readers in his memories, and 
even when they’re not identical, they’re 
universal. Embarrassments during pu-
berty, parents that make you red-faced, 
bad dates, public humiliation, fan obses-
sions — been there, done that, discussed 
and disgusted. 

But then those things are put into per-
spective in a way that seems like a gentle 
hand on your arm. Count your blessings, 

Pellegrino reminds readers, and look for 
the good and wise in what you recall. 
Even when — maybe especially when — 
those memories are full of barbs.

Have fun reading this book, but don’t 
be surprised if How Do I Un-Remember 
This? tugs on your soul, too. Indeed, 
while some things are better forgotten, 
this book isn’t one of them.          █

YOUNG, From Pevious Page 
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The Women’s Chorus of Dallas, pictured here during a December 2021 concert, joins with singers from Dallas Independent School 
District and Texas Women’s University to present Voices of Women 2022, Saturday, March 26, at 4 p.m. in the Jonsson Central Library, 
1515 Young Street. The concert will feature three women conductors and the world premiere performance of a piece by Rosephanye 
Powell, noted composer and an expert in the African-American spiritual tradition. Visit TWCD.org for more information. 
(Photo by Radz D. Photography)

PLAN YOUR WEEK
The Gay Agenda is now color-coded: 
n Red for community events
n Blue for arts and entertainment
n Purple for sports
n Green for nightlife
n Orange for civic events and holidays

n Biweekly: Hope Cottage Foster Parent 
Information Meeting
Hope Cottage holds information meetings 
for those interested in becoming foster 
parents. The meetings are held alternately on 
Saturdays at 10 a.m. and Thursdays at 6 p.m. 
For information email Clyde Hemminger at 
chemminger@hopecottage.org.

n Every Monday: THRIVE
Resource Center’s THRIVE Monday Support 
Group for LGBTQ adults 50 and older meets 
virtually and is led by interns from the SMU 
counseling program. For more information on 
the support group and how to join, please send 
an email to THRIVE@myresourcecenter.org.

n Weekly: Frontrunners
Running club for the LGBTQ community 
and allies of DFW. Meet at 7:15 p.m. on 
Wednesdays and 8:30 a.m. on Saturdays 
at the corner of Hall Street and Turtle Creek 
Boulevard in Turtle Creek Park for a one-hour 
walk/run on the Katy Trail.

MARCH
n Through March 26: Peter Max exhibit
Immerse yourself in the world of pop artist 

Peter Max at Milan Gallery, Forest Wood Mall, 
5333 Forest Lane. Gallery receptions March 26 
from noon-6 p.m. and March 27 from 
noon-3 p.m.

n March 25: The Barber of Seville
The Dallas Opera presents The Barber of 
Seville at the Winspear Opera House. Tickets 
at DallasOpera.org.

n Through March 27: TBRU 26–Masquerade
Texas Bear Round Up takes place from noon 
Thursday through noon Sunday at the Hyatt 
Regency, 300 Reunion Blvd.

n March 25-April 24: The Sound of Music
The Rodgers and Hammerstein musical 
presented by Dallas Theater Center at the 
Wyly Theatre, 2400 Flora St. 
DallasTheaterCenter.org.

n March 25: Make a Difference Gala
Fundraiser to benefit One Man’s Treasure, the 
nonprofit that provides clothing and access 
to networking opportunities and community 
resources to help released Texas inmates 
find work. Hall of State, Fair Park, 5:30 p.m. 
OneManStr.org.

n March 25: Pride Happy Hour
DFW Pride Happy Hour takes place the fourth 
Friday of the month. This month is at Punch 
Bowl Social in Deep Ellum, 2600 Main St. 
from 5:30-7 p.m.

n March 25: A Night of a 
Thousand Drag Queens
Everyone is encouraged to dress in drag for 
A Night of 1,000 Drag Queens. Red carpet 
and Step and Repeat at 8 p.m. Lip sync and 
karaoke at 9 p.m. Chanel performs from 10 
p.m.-1 a.m. at Barbara’s Pavillion, 325 Centre 
St.  

n March 26: The Women’s Chorus of Dallas
Voices of Women 2022 unites TWCD with 
singers from DISD and Texas Woman’s 
University. The concert will feature three 
women conductors and the world premiere 
of a piece by noted composer and expert 
in the African-American spiritual tradition, 
Rosephanye Powell, who has set to music 
words written by TWCD singers on women’s 
experiences, for a uniquely DFW choral piece. 
Jonsson Central Library, 1515 Young St. at 
4 p.m. TWCD.org.

n March 26: Todrick Hall
The Femuline Tour at 8 p.m. at Texas Trust 
CU Theatre, 1001 Performance Place, Grand 
Prairie. ticketsonsale.com.

n March 27: Gay Men Virtual Speed Dating
Stop swiping and start dating. Two speed 
dating events presented by Fern Connections 
— for ages 30-45 and ages 45-60 — will be 
held between 7-9 p.m. Tickets $20 available 
at Eventbrite.com/e/isodate-fern-connections-
presents-gay-mens-virtual-speed-dating-
tickets-293531449467?aff=Fern
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GAY AGENDA

HAIR TODAY
Texas Bear Round-Up 
returns this weekend, after 
two years of pandemic 
postponements, with 
activities planned all weekend 

long. Start the party tonight with BearDance: 
MasqueRave Friday night, March 25, from 
8 p.m.-4 a.m. at S4, 3911 Cedar Springs 
Road. Tickets start at $30 and are available 
at the door. Miz Cracker is the entertainment 
headliner for the weekend, performing 
Saturday, March 26, at 8 p.m. at the TBRU 
host hotel, Hyatt Regency Dallas, 300 
Reunion Blvd. East. The show is open to the 
general public as well as TBRU participants, 
and tickets are $25. The weekend winds up 
Sunday, March 27, with the TBRU BBQ. Get all 
the details at TBRU.org

GET FEMULINE
What is it called when a 
man isn’t afraid to show off 
both his masculine and his 
feminine side? It’s called 
femuline, and North Texas’ 

native son Todrick Hall knows all about it. 
Catch Todrick’s Femuline Tour Saturday, 
March 26, at Texas Trust CU Theatre, 1001 
Performance Place in Grand Prairie. Doors 
open at 7 p.m., and the show starts at 8 p.m. 
Tickets start at $15, available online at  
axs.com.

LADIES — AND GENTS — 
WHO BRUNCH
Drag yourself on out to 
Sunday drag brunch at 
Six Springs Tavern in 
Richardson or Blüm Dallas to 

finish off your weekend in style. Sexy Sisters 
Productions (Linze Serrell and Toni Faye 
Alexander) host March Madness Anything 
Goes drag brunch at Six Springs, 147 N. Plano 
Road, featuring Glitter Bear, Sienna Silver, 
Marcus David, Dahila VonHexx and Carmella 
Dubuque. Brunch starts at noon, and the show 
starts at 1 p.m. There’s no cover, and they 
have auctions and raffles, with all proceeds 
benefitting North Texas Pride Foundation 
and the Miss Gay Texas State Pageant 
system. Over at Blüm Dallas, 2516 Florence 
St., Macarena and her cast of divas are 
ready to wow you with their talent, from 1-4 
p.m. Tickets start at $10 and go up to $600, 
available at EventBrite.com

PLAN YOUR WEEK
n March 25: A Night of a 
Thousand Drag Queens
Everyone is encouraged to dress in drag for 
A Night of 1,000 Drag Queens. Red carpet 
and Step and Repeat at 8 p.m. Lip sync and 
karaoke at 9 p.m. Chanel performs from 10 
p.m.-1 a.m. at Barbara’s Pavillion, 325 Centre 
St.  

n March 26: The Women’s Chorus of Dallas
Voices of Women 2022 unites TWCD with 
singers from DISD and Texas Woman’s 
University. The concert will feature three 
women conductors and the world premiere 
of a piece by noted composer and expert 
in the African-American spiritual tradition, 
Rosephanye Powell, who has set to music 
words written by TWCD singers on women’s 
experiences, for a uniquely DFW choral piece. 
Jonsson Central Library, 1515 Young St. at 
4 p.m. TWCD.org.

n March 26: Todrick Hall
The Femuline Tour at 8 p.m. at Texas Trust 
CU Theatre, 1001 Performance Place, Grand 
Prairie. ticketsonsale.com.

n March 27: Gay Men Virtual Speed Dating
Stop swiping and start dating. Two speed 
dating events presented by Fern Connections 
— for ages 30-45 and ages 45-60 — will be 
held between 7-9 p.m. Tickets $20 available 
at Eventbrite.com/e/isodate-fern-connections-
presents-gay-mens-virtual-speed-dating-
tickets-293531449467?aff=Fern

Pull on your boots, grab your 
10-gallon hat, saddle up and 
get ready for the return of 
Resource Center’s Toast to 
Life. This 2022 theme for 
Resource Center’s biggest 
party of the year is Back in 
the Saddle, and the event 
will feature entertainment 
by DJ Blake Ward and the 
Breckinridge Band, dancing, 
silent and live auctions, bites 
from local restaurants and 
more. The hoedown happens 
Saturday, April 2, from 7-11 
p.m. at The Empire Room, 
1225 N. Riverfront Blvd. For 
tickets and sponsorship 
info visit One.BidPal.net/
ToastToLife2022/welcome.

n Through March 27: Michelangelo’s 
Sistine Chapel The Exhibition
This immersive art experience puts you up 
close to the famous ceiling without the ladder.  
Irving Mall. ChapelSistine.com.

n March 27: WOOD/SHOP
Bruce Wood Dance presents new works by 
company dancers at 4 p.m. on Zoom. Free. 
Register at BruceWoodDance.org.

n March 31: THRIVE aquarium outing
THRIVE goes to the Dallas World Aquarium 
from 10:30 a.m.-2:30 p.m. Register at 
Eventbrite.

n March 31: Transgender Day of Visibility
In 1966, three years before the Stonewall 
Riot in NYC, the Transgender community 
took action against police abuses in San 
Francisco’s Tenderloin District. Reconciling 
Ministries Network board member Pamela 
Curry will be screening the 2005 documentary 
Screaming Queens: the Riot at Compton’s 
Cafeteria. Followed by a Q&A panel discussion 
with documentary participant Tamara Ching on 
Transgender Issues Past, Present and Future. 
Other local activists will also take part on the 
panel from 6:30-9 p.m. at Northaven Church, 
11211 Preston Road, Room 240.

n March 31-April 9: Rage
The Elevator Project presents Rage presented 
by Jenelle Gray at the Studio Theatre, 
2400 Flora St.

APRIL
n April 1: Jen Fulwiler
Standup comic Jen Fulwiler at Moody 
Performance Hall, 2529 Flora St., at 7 p.m. 
ATTPAC.org.

n April 2: Toast to Life
Back in the Saddle is the theme of this year’s 
Toast to Life, Resource Center’s biggest 
party of the year. Western glitz and glam, live 
entertainment from DJ Blake Ward and the 
Breckenridge Band, dancing, a silent and live 
auction, fabulous bites from local restaurants 
and more from 7-11 p.m. at The Empire Room, 
1225 N. Riverfront Blvd.

n April 2: Dixie Longate
From the creator of Dixie’s Tupperware Party, 
the world premiere of Cherry Bombs & Bottle 
Rockets. Bass Hall, 525 Commerce St., Fort 
Worth at 7:30 p.m. Tickets at BassHall.com.

n April 2: Colour Me Queer Play 
Festival auditions
In-person auditions for the inaugural Colour 
Me Queer Play Festival is taking place 
at the Oak Lawn Branch Library, 4100 
Cedar Springs Road in the auditorium 
from 1-3 p.m. Visit https://www.dropbox.
com/sh/2xad44hystfwka3/AAACJrkqU0-
8Okp9sULM9Ydaa?dl=0 to submit a 
headshot/resume/virtual audition. Call 972-
913-6511 or email: blaqueac@gmail.com for 
more information.

n April 3: Oak Cliff Earth Day
Community event celebrating the environment 
at Lake Cliff Park, 300 E. Colorado Blvd. from 
noon-5 p.m. OakCliffEarthDay.com.

n April 5: Classic Chassis Car Club meeting
Enjoy the cars out in the parking lots and then 
enjoy the food from 6-8 p.m. at Ojeda’s, 
4617 Maple Ave. ClassicChassis.com.

n April 7: JFS LGBTQ Therapeutic Group
Jewish Family Services is beginning an 
LGBTQ therapeutic group that will meet for 12 
weeks on Thursdays from 7-8:15 p.m. virtually. 
This group is specifically for folks in their 
20s. The group will be a safe place to explore 
feelings, connect with others in a supportive 
environment and create a sense of belonging. 
You don’t have to be Jewish to join. For more 
information contact Melissa Kraft at 
mkraft@jfsdallas.org.

n April 9: No Tie Dinner
AIDS Services Dallas’ biggest fundraiser of 
the year is back. Frontiers of Flight Museum, 
6911 Lemmon Ave. NoTieDinner.org.

n April 9: Colour Me Queer Play Festival 
auditions/callbacks
In-person auditions for the inaugural Colour 
Me Queer Play Festival is taking place 
at the Oak Lawn Branch Library, 4100 
Cedar Springs Road in the auditorium 
from 1-3 p.m. Visit https://www.dropbox.
com/sh/2xad44hystfwka3/AAACJrkqU0-
8Okp9sULM9Ydaa?dl=0 to submit a 

headshot/resume/virtual audition. 
Call 972-913-6511 or 
email: blaqueac@gmail.com for more 
information.

Have an event coming up? Email your 
information to Managing Editor Tammye Nash 
at nash@dallasvoice.com or Senior Staff Writer 

David Taffet at taffet@dallasvoice.com by 
Monday at 5 p.m. for that week’s issue.

Look for extended listings online at  
DallasVoice.com
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█  browse
For a more complete Community 

Calendar online, visit 
Tinyurl.com/dvevents.

█  submit
To submit an item for inclusion in 

the Community Calendar, visit 
Tinyurl.com/dvevents.

this week’s solution

Cassie Nova
ASK A DRAG QUEEN

Dreams and memories
Hey everyone. Hope you all are hav-

ing a fabulous week. I keep writing 
about these super-realistic, complex 
dreams that I have been having lately, 
but the one I had this morning as I was 
waking up was a doozy. It was more of a 
memory in great detail. It was a memory 
of one of the worst days of my life, and I 
hadn’t even thought about it in 25 to 30 
years.

Maybe I tried to block it out, but today 
my brain decided I needed to remember 
all of it.

Between the dream and my actual 
memory, I will try my best to put these 
thoughts in some kind of coherent order. 
I apologize in advance if this is too per-
sonal or me using this platform to work 
out my shit is too much for you. But it 
is what it is. When I sit down to write, I 
write what is on my mind — and this is 
sitting heavy on me today.

I think I was 7, maybe 8 years old, and 
my mom was pregnant. I actually might 
have been 5 or 6. I could ask my mother 
but don’t want to bring up this subject 
with her. We were at my Aunt Dorsey’s 
house on Jean Street in Pleasant Grove. 
The house had a huge mimosa tree in 
the front yard. (I had to look that tree up 
to see what it was called.) Mimosa trees 
look very tropical, with fluffy pink pom-
pom like flowers. The leaves look like 
ferns that fold into themselves at night.

I remember seeing those mimosa trees 
everywhere when I was a kid, but I don’t 
remember seeing one in years now.

I remember trying to catch crawdads 
in the ditch out in front of their house. 
We would take a piece of hot dog or bo-
logna and tie it to a string, sink it down 
into the holes around the ditch and try to 
yank the crawdad out of the hole once it 
latched onto the piece of meat. Most of 
them were just ugly, muddy-brown-col-
ored crawdads, but on this particu-
lar day, I caught one with blue-tinted 
claws. My jerk-faced cousin, Eddie Paul, 
snatched it from me and told everyone 
that he caught it.

So I climbed up the mimosa tree and 
pouted. Eddie Paul was my biggest bul-
ly, and I’m pretty sure I hated him. But 
we were always at their house. I guess 
we went wherever we could that had 

a babysit-
ter so my 
mom could 
work. My 
great-grand-
mother, Mum-
mo, lived 
with my Aunt 
Dorsey and 
watched us a 
lot. I am pret-
ty sure I am 
spelling their 
names wrong, 
but that is how 
I remember 
saying their 
names.

Mummo 
died a long 
time ago, and 
my aunt died 
a few years 
back. Once I 
left home as a teenager, I didn’t see them 
hardly at all, and lost touch with my aunt 
completely. I’d get an update on her and 
her kids from my mom every once in a 
while but I had so many bad memories 
of Eddie Paul that I had to force myself 
to care.

On this day, my mom was very preg-
nant — I think about 8 months, but I’m 
not sure. I remember her having a big 
belly but not huge. She was laying down 
because she didn’t feel good. I was in the 
bathroom next to the bedroom she was 
resting in when I heard her scream in 
pain. It was the worst sound I had ever 
heard in my life. I heard that scream in 
my dream this morning like it was hap-
pening right then.

I went to the bedroom door as every-
one was running in and saw her pull 
back the covers. There was blood every-
where and what looked like a clump of 
blood. I think that, at the time, I thought 
it was poop, my young brain not being 
able to process the situation.

I think my dad was there, but I’m not 
100 percent certain of that. I know they 
were fighting a lot at the time, and they 
yelled at each other so much that I hated 
it when they were around each other. But 
I think he is the one who took her to the 
hospital.

I didn’t 
say any-
thing to 
my mom 
as they 
carried her 
out of the 
house. I 
flattened 
myself up 
against the 
wall in the 
hallway to 
try to make 
myself as 
flat and as 
invisible as 
possible.

It all 
happened 
so fast: 
One sec-
ond there 
was a 

house full of people — aunts, cousins, 
grandparents — all being so loud. And 
the next second, there was silence. The 
quiet was horrible. The only people left 
in the house were me, my baby sister 
Brandy, who was crying quietly on the 
couch, Eddie Paul and a woman named 
Peggy.

I think Peggy was a cousin on my 
Aunt Dorsey’s husband’s side of his fam-
ily. So she was no blood relation to me, 
and thank God for that. I was not fond of 
Peggy. Peggy was the living embodiment 
of Miss Piggy— a big, thick woman with 
blonde hair and a really wide, slightly 
upturned nose. She smoked almost con-
stantly, pulling her cigarettes out of her 
little beige cigarette purse.

A few hours later, someone called from 
the hospital, and Peggy talked to them 
for a second then hung up. I was stand-
ing right next to her, waiting to hear if 
my mother and the baby were okay.

She turned to me with absolutely no 
compassion or warmth and said very 
plainly, “Welp, the baby died. No little 
brother for you.”

Then she turned and waddled back to 
watch TV like nothing had happened.

That’s how I found out the baby was a 
boy. I ran after her to ask how my mom 
was doing and if she was gonna be okay. 

She said, “Your mama is going to be 
fine.” I remembered thinking, “No she 
won’t. I’m not sure if she will ever be fine 
again.”

My mom named him Jason David 
Love. I’m embarrassed to say I have al-
ways been jealous of that name. It is such 
a great name. And J.D. is such a cool 
nickname. I’m jealous that he got to have 
David be part of his name.

In our family, the name David is a big 
deal. It was my Pawpaw’s name. My 
uncle and his son are both Davids. My 
cousin Jeremy’s middle name is David, 
and I think a few other cousins have it 
for a middle name.

I should have been James David, but 
my dad’s best friend when I was born 
was named Gary. I don’t remember 
Gary; they weren’t friends by the time I 
started to remember things. James Gary 
Love — horrible.

I’m so stupid being jealous of a name 
of a brother I never got to know, never 
got to argue with, never got to defend. 
Would we have been close? Would we 
have even liked each other? Would he 
have been smart or a good father? Who 
knows?

I am not sure why the universe put 
that dream in me, but I need to call my 
mamma.

Remember to always love more, bitch 
less and be fabulous. XOXO, Cassie Nova



To submit an item for inclusion in 
the Community Calendar, visit 

Tinyurl.com/dvevents.

Cassie Nova
ASK A DRAG QUEEN
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SCENE • RVA 2022 Winners  
PEOPLE, PLACES AND FACES

ER of Texas – Best Urgent Care/Emergency Room Friendly Chevrolet – Best Domestic Auto Dealer

Craighead Green Gallery – Best Art Gallery Alexandres – Best Cocktail Menu Alex Long – Best Insurance Agent
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SCENE • RVA 2022 Winners  
PEOPLE, PLACES AND FACES

Friendly Chevrolet – Best Domestic Auto Dealer

Goody Goody Liquor – Best Liquor & Wine Selection Italia Express – Best Pizza/Italian

PinPoint Burger Bar – Best New BusinessJimmy Owen – Best Counselor Salum – Best Dining Experince
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LA Fitness – Best Place to Work Out Nailed Nail Bar – Best Place to Pamper Yourself and Best Mani/Pedi

Mario’s – Best Tex Mex Lorenzo Hotel – Best Hotel

Skivvies – Best Gay Apparel Monica Greene – Best Local Chef Lula B’s – Best Vintage/Antiques
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Lula B’s – Best Vintage/Antiques

Kameron Ross – 
Best Local Performer (non-drag) Liquor Mini – Best Karaoke Host

McShan Florist – Best Florist Lost Souls Rugby – 
Best Local LGBTQ Sports Organization
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The Rose Room – Best Performace Venue

Hollywood Feed – Best Pet Grooming

Cesar Loza – Best Personal Trainer Hunky’s – Best Burger

Dulce – Best Furniture

Evie Wise – Best New Business
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Hollywood Feed – Best Pet Grooming

Hunky’s – Best Burger

Dulce – Best Furniture

Evie Wise – Best New Business Jenni P – Best Local Drag Performer
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Southwest Airlines – Best Airline

Out of the Closet – Best Thrift Store Pet Supplies Plus – Best Pet Supply

The Grapevine – Best Straight Bar Toyota of Irving – Best Import Auto Dealership
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Pet Supplies Plus – Best Pet Supply

The Grapevine – Best Straight Bar

Zio Al’s Pizza & Pasta – Best New Restaurant

Toyota of Irving – Best Import Auto Dealership
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11311 Harry Hines Blvd. #603
Facing Joe Field Plaza on Joe Field

972-243-2707
Sun-Thur 10am-12am
Fri & Sat 10am-2am

Watch All The Movies In  
Our World Famous 1200 Channel Arcade

1
-3

5
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R
EE
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JOE FIELD

ROYAL

H
A

R
RY

 H
IN

ES

Home of the 
World Famous  
All-Day Movie Pass!

Video Rooms - $12 • Over 1200 Channels

FIND IT ALL HERE AT 

AMAZING
INTIMATE ESSENTIALS Adult DVD, Novelties, Magazines

LOSTSOULSRFC.ORG
FACEBOOK.COM/LOSTSOULSRFC

Thank You for voting us
BEST LGBT SPORTS ORGANIZATION

Watch...Watch...
@dallasvoice.com@dallasvoice.com

Salon Aura – Best Hair Salon

Fantastic Moves – Best MoversMD Progressive – Best Group Medical Practice
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Dallas Voice
DeliVereD!

At Dallas Voice, we pride ourselves on delivering in-depth, comprehensive
coverage of news and life+style information for the LGBT Texan. We work hard
to make sure our news is timely and our features are contemporary, we want
you to get them while they’re still hot. That’s why we send our subscriptions 

FIRST CLASS MAIL. Order your subscription today by calling 
214-754-8710 ext. 110 or mail the form below.

I want the news while it’s still HOT!
Please send my subscription to:
Name___________________________________________________________
Address ____________________________________________Apt.#________
City____________________________State__________ZIP_______________
Phone __________________________________________________________

Please enter this subscription to Dallas Voice for:
� Three months (13 issues) for $65
� Six months (26 issues) for $85
� One year (52 issues) for $130

Please charge to my credit card
Card Number______________________
Expiration Date_____________________
CVV Code________________________
Signature__________________________

Mail to: 
Dallas Voice Publishing 
1825 Market Center Blvd. Ste. 240
Dallas TX 75207
Dallas Voice subscriptions are 
mailed FIRST CLASS each Friday. Listed rates are
for U.S. destinations only. www.dallasvoice.com

Salon Aura – Best Hair Salon

Isla Veterinary – Best Veterinarian

Fantastic Moves – Best Movers
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MarketPlace
Your calling card for LGBT Texas business

For  information on adverrtising, call us at:
214-754-8710 ext. 110. Visit us online at:

dallasvoice.com/marketplace

The Premier Media Source for LGBT Texas

Legal

THE

PAINTER
Specializing In Interior Painting

25 Years Experience
Free Estimates

Extremely Meticulous
TONY R.

972-754-1536
TonyRThePainter@netscape.com

Services
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VOTED BEST MOVERS 11 YEARS & COUNTING

Fantastic Moves

Experience Counts!20+ Years Supporting the Community
214.349.6683

www.FantasticMoves.com
10610 Metric Drive, Suite # 175 Dallas, TX  75243

Services

Let Us Heat 
You Up!

AIR CONDITIONING
& HEATING

Jade Air

SERVING THE LGBT COMMUNITY FOR OVER 20 YEARS !

JadeAirDallas.com
214.522.2805    
214.923.7904

PROMPT 
EXCEPTIONAL 
SERVICE!

SERVICE•SALES•INSTALLS
ALL MAJOR BRANDS 

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL
VISA, MC, AMX, DISC

TA
C

LB
0

1
4

4
7

2
E

Services

 Employment

Your Next Move 
is Key!

• Award Winning Real Estate 
• Tech Savvy Marketing Plans
• Innovative approach 
   to moving

Visit: hGroupHomes.com
Call: 214.659.3624

Phil Hobson

 Real Estate

…and so MUCH more!

2528 W. Walnut, Garland • 972-276-0893

30ml Aromas - Large Selection!
10ml Aromas $9.95

Adult

COUNSELING & COACHING

Wesley Perdue, MS, LCDC

602.739.0601
wes@wesleygperdue.com

wesleygperdue.com

Services

Keller Williams 
Realty

www.MRealtyGroup.kw.com
toddmaley@aol.com

Todd Maley

214-564-9598

LET’S MAKE A
DEAL!

Proudly 
Serving 

the LGBT 
Community

 Real Estate

MarketPlace
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Savage Aristocrat

Solution on Page 76

Across
 1 “___ the grass in the
 fields...”: Whitman
 5 Be nuts over
10 Lickety-split (abbr.)
14 Straddled a stallion
15 Balk
16 South Korea’s
 Syngman
17 Start of a definition
 of an aristocrat, from 
52-Across
20 Grecian vessel
21 Arouse
22 Caesar’s way
23 Whimsical idea
25 Tough sledding
27 Ben Franklin’s belief
28 Org. that comes when
 you break down
31 Cash drawers
32 End of the quote
35 Reclined, for Nathan?
37 Lead ___ into
 temptation
38 Judy’s daughter Lorna
41 Milk, in a way
42 Word after Nova
44 Gielgud’s john
45 The Clash’s 
 Rock the ___
47 Carl Smith’s 
 guitar brand
49 Zip

51 Ward of 
 Once and Again
52 Thomas Savage
 novel and Benedict
 Cumberbatch movie,
 with The
57 Angelina’s tomb
 raiding role
58 ___ little silhouetto 
 of a man ...
59 Go off, on Broadway
61 Food thickening agent
62 Use your butt to
 demonstrate
63 Hollywood’s
 Rowlands
64 Prefix with tubbies
65 Vogue
66 Swarm member

Down
 1 Roughly
 2 Ms. Baker’s stage name
 3 Bruce Wayne and 
 Clark Kent
 4 Wetness on the grass
 5 Hairspray name
 6 Metric prefix
 7 Male mating call?
 8 Made a “Clang, clang,
 clang” sound
 9 Poetry muse
10 Poodle’s bark
11 Scoops on 

 Six Feet Under
12 Over one’s head
13 Organ appendages
18 Mushroom source?
19 Loud, to Bernstein
24 Has the stage
26 To Kill a Mockingbird
 character
28 Facetious I see
29 Isn’t informal
30 Mine, to Rimbaud
33 Rite at Metropolitan
 Community Church
34 Worker on Broadway
35 Burgundy Bible gospel
36 Nutty fruitcake center?
39 B.D. Wong memoir 
 Following ___
40 Big load
42 Abercrombie & Fitch
 event
43 Backdrop for Aida
46 ___ the Ides of March
48 Homophobe, e.g.
50 Emphatic turndown
51 Picasso portrait subject
52 Elliot who was Ellen
53 Like phone sex
54 Lavish party
55 Alternatives to asses
56 Lollobrigida of film
57 Caesar’s lang.
60 Decoration that’s only
 skin deep

PUZZLE | 

 Real Estate

MarketPlace
DEPARTMENT: Facilities/Hospitality  

REPORTS TO: Brett Deckard, Senior Director of Facilities & Operations

Temple Emanu-El is a vibrant Reform Jewish community that strives to be a place of 
sacred encounter.  Our Synagogue is a beautiful campus of over 50 thousand square 
feet of conference, reception, playgrounds, and sanctuaries.  Formed in 1872, Temple 
Emanu-El is the largest congregation in the Southwest and is among the largest in the 
United States with close to 2600 member families.  At Temple Emanu-El, our tent is 
always open. Temple Emanu-El welcomes all people, regardless of sexual orientation or 
gender identity, as full participants in Temple life. 

You can learn more about Temple Emanu-El at 

https://www.tedallas.org

Conference Services Advisor

BASIC FUNCTIONS: 

1. Set-up and break-down meeting rooms, according to Event Orders
2. Maintain the appearance of the meeting spaces
3. Assemble and arrange conference equipment 
4. Must be able to push, pull and lift a variety of conference tables and other equipment
 weighing from 5-70 pounds, place risers into place that could weigh up to 150 pounds
5. Display good time management and follow rigid schedules or fresheners and room
 turns assigned by the Events Manager.
6.Must be able to work outside, year-round, to set up events in the courtyards, 
 lawns, and playgrounds. 
7.You must be able to work weekends, evenings and holidays.

WHY WORK FOR TEMPLE:

Paid Time Off | Competitive salary | Medical, Dental and Vision Insurance 
Supply uniforms | Retirement plan (403(b), Matching) | Disability Insurance

Life Insurance | LGBTQ+ Friendly

HOW TO APPLY: Please send a resume to 

jmeyer@tedallas.org

 Employment




