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█  Adoptable / BLONDIE

Meet Blondie. This lovely 11-year-old American blue heeler mix 
is ready to find a home to retire to for her golden years. She is the 
sweetest old lady you will ever meet, and her kind, gentle soul 
brings joy to all of those around her. Blondie enjoys cuddling up on 
the couch, spending time with her humans and lots of belly rubs. 
She does great with new people and is always happy to make a new 

friend when people come to visit. Blondie also does well on outings 
and often accompanies her foster mom to the local coffee shop to 
lounge on the patio in the mornings. On her walks, she warmly 
greets other dogs and people alike — she never meets a stranger! 
Blondie is wise in her years and is already leash trained, house 
trained and crate trained. This sweet senior is sure to be a wonderful 
companion to anyone looking for a kind-hearted pup to spend their 
days with. To celebrate Shelter Pet Summer, you can adopt an adult 
dog or cat from the SPCA of Texas’ shelters for only $25. The special 
is offered for pets located at the SPCA of Texas’ shelters and in their 
foster homes, and adoptions will be by appointment only. Blondie 
is waiting to meet you in an SPCA of Texas foster home. To request 
an appointment to meet Blondie, please fill out the application at 
SPCA.org/DogAdopt.

Adoptions are available by appointment. Adopters will need to 
submit an adoption inquiry form in order to begin the adoption 
process and schedule an appointment to complete the adoption. 
Please browse our available animals at SPCA.org/FindAPet and visit 
SPCA.org/DogAdopt to inquire about a dog or SPCA.org/CatAdopt to 
inquire about a cat.

Bites from our blog
InstanTEA: DallasVoice.com

Allergies and how to fight them

Myers, Abounding Prosperity 
invite DaBaby for a tour

Kirk Myers, CEO of 
Abounding Prosperity 
Inc., this week invited 
hip-hop artist DaBa-
by to tour the South 
Dallas-based HIV/AIDS 
services organization in 
the wake of homophobic 
and AIDS/HIV-phobic 
comments the rapper 
made on stage during his performance last 
month at the Rolling Loud music festival in Miami. 
After first standing by his comments, as backlash 
began to grow and he began being dropped from 
events and brands, DaBaby earlier this week 
issued a statement apologizing.

He apologized for his “hurtful and trigger-
ing comments” about LGBTQ people and his 
“misinformed comments about HIV/AIDS,” and 
while criticizing those who immediately attacked 
him over the remarks, he thanked those who 
reached out “privately to offer wisdom, education 
and resources. That’s what I needed, and it was 
received.”

Education and guidance are exactly what My-
ers and the staff at Abounding Prosperity Inc. are 
offering. “DaBaby’s offensive comments further 

highlight the enormous task ahead for those of 
us on the front lines of this life-or-death fight,” 
Myers said.

— Tammye Nash

Texas man’s family sues  
over sting operation

The parents of a Texas gay man caught in a 
sting operation supposedly targeting pedophiles 
said this week they are suing the city of Conroe, 
Montgomery County and others “for false arrest 
and malicious prosecution” after their son com-
mitted suicide. 

Dallas Voice has reached out to Montgomery 
County and the city of Conroe for comment and 
will update when they respond.

Attorney Randall Kallinen said that Petersen, a 
39-year-old high school teacher,“who had never 
been charged with a crime in his life, was falsely 
accused by Conroe police Detective Darrick 
Dunn of on-line solicitation of a minor after the 
adult Dunn left Brian a voice message in an 
adult-sounding voice on the legal gay dating site 
Grindr before Brian agreed to meet Dunn.”

Kallinen said Petersen was not “treated 
appropriately for potential suicide,” and that he 
killed himself soon after being released.

Petersen left a note for his family saying he 
would not “spend the rest of my life barely 

surviving after losing everything. So, I choose 
oblivion,” and that while he wished he had more 
time to spend with his loved ones, “Montgomery 
County law enforcement had different ideas.”

— Tammye Nash

Cathedral of Hope distributes 
almost 1,500 meals

About 90 volunteers got together at Cathedral 
of Hope on July 31 to put together meals to feed 
the homeless and food insecure. In addition to 
serving breakfast to about 175 people, organizer 

Scot MacRae said they would distribute more 
than 1,400 meals.

The volunteers packaged meals that included 
chicken, vegetables, rolls, fruit, cookies and wa-
ter, plus each recipient received a blessing bag 
with a variety of toiletries and canned meat.

MacRae said the cost to the church was 
just 44 cents per meal because of generous 
donations. Costco donated food, caterer Doug 
Boster donated his kitchen facilities and Maple 
Lawn Elementary School, across the street from 
Cathedral of Hope, offered its freezers.

—David Taffet

DaBaby

MAKE A 
COMMITMENT

minus the hassle
PET SUPPLIES PLUS®

24 DFW locations to serve you. 
petsuppliesplus.com

to giving your 
dog the best!

Must be a Preferred Pet Club 
member. Sign up in store today. 
It’s easy. STORE COUPON. 
May be redeemed at Pet Supplies 
Plus only. Must be a Preferred Pet 
Club member. 
One coupon per household please. 
No cash value. No cash back. Not 
valid on the purchase of gift cards 
or prior purchases. May not be 
combined wth any other offer. 
OFFER VALID THRU 
August 31, 2021. PLU# 81042

$5off
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Allergies and how to fight them
WOOF! DR. JOSH TALKS TO THE ANIMALS

ola, hola! Here 
we meet again! I 
hope everyone is 
well and staying 
healthy. Last year 
we discussed 
allergies at 
one point, but 
this year Texas 
decided to love 

on us and shower us with allergens most of 
this year! I have seen so many dogs and cats 
with allergies at my hospital over the last few 
months, and their parents are having very valid 
questions and concerns.

Allergies are far more complex than the 
common “chicken allergy” issues we often hear 
about. And speaking of “chicken allergies,” 
these are not as common as you may think.

Itchiness refers to how much is a dog or a 
cat is chewing, licking and/or scratching. Even 
though these actions can also be associated 
with stress/anxiety or discomfort, they are 
typically associated with itchiness.

Please keep in mind that itching once in a 
while is considered normal for dogs and cats, 
but monitoring for trends or changes is import-
ant. Allergies range from mild to severe and can 
be seasonal, nonseasonal or even year-round. 
While we humans tend to have more respiratory 
issues when we have allergies, dogs and cats 
tend to have issues with their skin (including 

ears).
There are 

three main 
categories for 
types of aller-
gies: allergies 
to external 
parasites, al-
lergies to the 
environment 
and allergies 
to food. 
Needless to 
say, there are 
other types of 
allergies, but 
we will focus 

on these three in this column.
In Texas, fleas are one of the most common 

causes of itchiness with dogs and cats. These 
critters can also transmit diseases and para-
sites like tapeworms. It is important to keep our 
babies on flea prevention year-round, even with 
strictly indoor fur babies. There are over-the-
counter products that may work for some pets, 
but some of them may not be effective enough. 
You can get prescribed, medical-grade flea 
prevention products through your veterinarian, 
and these can be used year round.

Even though fleas are common around here 
in Texas, the most common type of allergies 
seen with our babies are environmental aller-

gies, including with the strictly indoor babies! 
Cats are not commonly known for suffering 
from environmental allergies like dogs are, but 
they can still have them. In order to diagnose 
environmental allergies, your veterinarian may 
recommend testing. While this is an ideal 
approach, most vets rarely test for allergies 
because we have amazing medical options that 
can be used instead.

Over-the-counter medications can some-
times help pets with mild environmental 
allergies (at the correct dose for their weight, of 
course), but most need prescribed anti-allergy 
medications. These days we have prescription 
medications that are safer than steroids, and 
we even have safe and novel injections that 
help dogs fight environmental allergies. If your 
dog or cat is itchy, I recommend you have a 
thorough conversation with your doctor to see 
what options may be available for your baby.

Now moving on to the infamous food 
allergies. Food allergies are actually fairly rare. 
While they do exist, they are typically not the 
first thing that come to mind when veterinarians 
take care of your baby. Even the most expen-
sive of diets can cause food allergies, which 
means that changing diets may not necessar-
ily help every dog or cat. While chicken is a 
common protein found in diets, it is once again 
not usually associated with allergies, because 
— contrary to popular belief — food allergies 
are not that common at all. There is also a myth 

that if a pet has had the same diet long term, 
there is no way that there can be food allergies 
developed. Sadly, these can develop after 
years, even while on the same diet.

Allergies are not the only causes of skin 
issues, which is why it is important to discuss 
your concerns with your veterinarian. It is also 
important to know that ear infections are very 
commonly seen with some allergies, so it may 
be vital to have an ear care routine at home, 
as well as long-term medical management of 
allergies. Like with us humans, if we are not 
taking our anti-allergy medication, the allergies 
will likely come back. This means that constant 
communication with your doctor will be vital 
to prevent major complications seen with 
allergies.

Your veterinarian may also recommend 
bathing with certain medicated shampoos, 
administering certain supplements, or feeding 
certain diets that are engineered to help with 
environmental allergies and/or food allergies.

If you are seeing any signs of itchiness or 
skin/ear issues, please contact your veterinari-
an right away, before they get worse. Remem-
ber that acting sooner rather than later will help 
both your baby and you. Big abrazos and “see” 
you next time!

Dr. Josh owns Isla Veterinary Boutique Hospital, 
14380 Marsh Ln. Ste. 110 in Addison, next to Tom 
Thumb. Reach him by phone at 972-738-1111 or 
visit his website at IslaVet.com.
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VOICES 
OPINIONS FROM THE COMMUNITY

U.S. senators on all sides 
must act against anti-LGBTQ 
discrimination

Georgia has had the eyes of the 
nation on it for some time now. 
It’s just more than five years 

now since people across Georgia braced 
themselves as lawmakers sent sweeping 
anti-LGBTQ legislation to the desk of 
then-Gov. Nathan Deal.

The LGBTQ community feared the po-
tential harms that the broad “license to 
discriminate” bill could bring. Business 
leaders feared billions of dollars being 
drained from the state’s economy as ma-
jor players from Hollywood, the busi-
ness sector and even the NFL threatened 
to pull investments.

But after thousands of calls, meetings 
and letters, Gov. Deal — a Republican 
and devout Evangelical Christian — ul-
timately did the right thing. He vetoed 
the bill, saying, “We do not have a belief 
in my way of looking at religion that 
says we have to discriminate against 
anybody.”

At the time, Gov. Deal’s veto was her-
alded as a radical move for a Republican 
leader. But the truth is that Republican 
lawmakers faced with bills targeting 
LGBTQ people frequently take action 
against these measures.

We saw it earlier this year in Arkan-
sas as Gov. Asa Hutchinson vetoed a 

draconian 
anti-trans-
gender 
healthcare 
bill. Also 
earlier 
this year, 
Utah Gov. 
Spencer 
Cox teared 
up while 
condemn-
ing an 
anti-trans 

bill, saying, “These kids are just trying to 
stay alive.”

Prominent Republican leaders in 
South Dakota, Texas, South Carolina and 
Arizona have vetoed or moved to block 
anti-LGBTQ bills. Stalwart Republican 
senators from Alabama and Iowa have 
passionately supported open military 
service for transgender people. 

There are plenty of examples of Re-
publicans supporting LGBTQ people. 
But they’ve often been lost in the head-
lines stoking the so-called left-versus-
right “culture wars.”

In my home state of Georgia, Gov. 
Deal’s action inspired further evolution 
on LGBTQ issues. In the five legisla-
tive sessions since that veto, Georgia’s 
legislature has not passed a single an-
ti-LGBTQ bill.

Republicans and Democrats alike 
have defended LGBTQ Georgians from 

discriminatory measures. And so many 
Georgians across the political spectrum 
— within families, friend groups and 
workforces — have had conversations 
about what dignity for LGBTQ people 
looks like.

Now it’s time for the members of the 
United States Senate to build on that con-
sensus by taking the most important and 
critical step yet for LGBTQ Americans.

It’s time for senators on both sides of 
the aisle to come together and enact leg-
islation, such as the Equality Act, that 
would establish concrete, enduring non-
discrimination protections for all LGBTQ 
people in areas like housing and public 
spaces, including restaurants, stores, and 
hospitals.

LGBTQ people in too many states — 
29 nationwide — remain vulnerable be-
cause of a lack of explicit nondiscrimina-
tion laws at the state and federal levels.

Polling consistently shows that a wide 
majority of Americans in both major po-
litical parties strongly supports protect-
ing LGBTQ people from discrimination. 
More than 8 in 10 Americans support 
LGBTQ-inclusive nondiscrimination 
laws, including 62 percent of Republi-
cans.

We cannot let the loudest voices of a 
fringe minority hold our country back 
from delivering the promise of liberty, 
security and equality for all people, no 
matter where they live. Because, really, 
we are so close to passing federal LGBTQ 

protections — closer than ever before.
Nearly 50 years after its first introduc-

tion in Congress, the Equality Act has 
passed with bipartisan support in the 
House, and it received its first-ever Sen-
ate hearing. Republican senators in the 
Senate Judiciary Committee voiced em-
pathy for the harms that discrimination 
has caused LGBTQ people. They also ex-
pressed a willingness to finding a path to 
protect us.

And there is more than one bill pro-
posed to address the inequity that 
LGBTQ people are subjected to. The Sen-
ate Judiciary committee opened a door 
to the long overdue conversation.

Now it’s on us to hold that door open 
and guide all of our senators through. 
Democratic senators must reach out to 
their Republican colleagues and address 
concerns. Republicans must draw on the 
many recent examples of conservative 
leaders working to protect LGBTQ people. 

We can’t afford another 50 years of fed-
eral inaction on this bill. We can’t afford 
for the two parties to keep butting heads 
in a bitter stalemate. For the first time in 
history, we have a real opportunity to se-
cure protections for LGBTQ Americans, 
and we must seize this opportunity and 
find a solution that works for everyone.

It’s essential that right, left and center 
come together, reach consensus and, at 
last, do the right thing.            █

Jeff Graham is the executive director of 
Georgia Equality. 

Time to do the right thing at last
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OPINIONS FROM THE COMMUNITY

Are you serious 
about your healthcare?
       Experience makes the difference!

Award winning 
healthcare for 

the whole body!
Primary Care

HIV Specialists
Gender Affirmation

Cosmetic Procedures
Ask about PrEP

Give us a call TODAY 
to schedule your appointment!

Concierge Medicine offered by 
Steven M. Pounders, MD

LGBT owned and operated
More than 30 years-experience

214.520.8833 / 3500 Oak Lawn, Ste. 600 / DrPounders.com

Steven M. Pounders, 
MD

Chad Crager, 
FNP-C

D. Trew Deckard, 
PA-C, MHS

Chad Nyland,
DO

Erin Simms,
FNP-C

Cameron Wyatt, 
FNP-C
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VENUES

The Yacht Club
It’s all about the sunset 
that makes this a perfect 
wedding facility

DAVID TAFFET  |  Senior Staff Writer
taffet@dallasvoice.com

f a dramatic sunset as you take 
your vows is what you’re look-
ing for in a wedding venue, 
there may be no setting in the 
DFW area more perfect that 
The Yacht Club in Rockwall.

The Yacht Club is located on 
the east bank of Lake Ray Hub-

bard. From the decks of the clubhouse, 
the Dallas skyline can barely be seen in 
the distance. Positioned at one of the 
wider expanses of the lake, the club is 
front row for gorgeous sunsets.

But what about that haze that hangs 
over the city? That just makes sunsets 
more colorful, while the air over Rock-
wall is clear.

While there’s no shortage of places in 
the city of Dallas that welcome same-sex 
couples; outside the city limits, though, 
it’s another matter. A welcome for gay or 
lesbian couples is in short supply in sur-
rounding areas. In fact, for some facili-
ties, it’s been a badge of honor to deny 
same-sex couples access.

The Yacht Club, though, not only 
wants our community to feel welcome, 
they’ve already hosted some same-sex 
weddings, which Sales and Marketing 
Manager Danielle Wright has described 
as some of the most joyous events her 
venue has hosted.

The venue has five areas that can hold 
a wedding. One is a newly-fenced grassy 
area shaded by several mature trees. 
The area overlooks the lake and marina, 
which remains active, with boat owners 
sailing in and out of the dock, adding to 
the ambiance.

Sliding glass doors open to a catering 
hall with bar on this lower level that can 
accommodate a band, dancing and ta-
bles.

Upstairs is the ballroom that can seat 
250, as well as a restaurant for smaller 
events. Want to see if the venue is right 

for you without a sales pitch? Go incog-
nito and try out the restaurant for lunch 
or dinner Wednesdays through Sun-
days. Actually, go for dinner; you really 
won’t believe you’re in Dallas — well, 
Rockwall, but the lake is actually within 
the city of Dallas — when you see that 
magnificent sunset.

The building is equipped with bride 
and groom rooms. The bride room is 
large enough for two brides to get ready 
for their big day — or you could use 
both rooms.

Wedding packages start at $3,500, but 
The Yacht Club is offering a 10 percent 
discount if you tell them you saw this 
article in Dallas Voice. Food and bever-
age are catered in house in addition to 
the package.

They also offer an “elopement pack-
age” for fewer than 20 people for a four-
hour experience plus an opportunity to 
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VENUES

come ahead of time for photos.
For landlocked Dallas, The Yacht Club 

offers a very different setting than most 
other venues in the area — secluded, 
but easy to reach; just a half hour from 
downtown Dallas, yet far away from the 
urban hubbub.

For a place that’s outside the city wel-
coming you “literally with open arms,” 
Wright said, The Yacht Club is a wonder-
ful choice.

Getting there: Take I-30 east. After 
crossing Lake Ray Hubbard, exit Ridge 

Road. Make a right and travel about a 
mile and a half to Henry M. Chandler 
Dr. Make a right. Go just a few hundred 
feet and make a right at the guard house 
marked Chandler’s Landing. Tell the 
guard you’re there to go to The Yacht 
Club. Make a left and go three very long 
blocks. Make another left on Yacht Club 
Drive and pull into the parking lot. The 
Yacht Club is along the lake.

More information: Call Danielle for 
more information on prices and what’s 
included at 847-946-5023.           █
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VENUES

Location location location
Those looking for the perfect venue for their wedding  
should consider Dallas’ parks

ooking for an interesting location for a wedding? Dallas parks 
offer a variety of experiences that can be surprisingly secluded, 
with a variety of catering options.

For smaller groups, a Dallas park wedding may be nothing 
more than a few friends or family gathering in some of the 
prettiest locations in the city. And because these are all city-
owned facilities, same-sex weddings are handled equally with 

opposite-sex weddings.

After all, it’s in the city charter.

Here are some venue ideas.
— David Taffet

LOCATION, Page 32

THE ARBORETUM
214-515-6572
weddings@dallasarboretum.org
DallasArboretum.org
Choose from 18 ceremony locations and four reception options at the Dallas Arboretum during Dallas Blooms 

or anytime during the year. Daytime and evening options are available. Some locations offer a view of the Dal-
las skyline and White Rock Lake. Others surround you with the Arboretum’s lush plantings.  The Arboretum 
offers a number of wedding packages including ceremony and reception.

Martha Stewart called it one of the 25 most beautiful garden wedding venues.

DALLAS ZOO
469-554-7477
dallaszooevents.com/weddings/
A variety of event spaces that can hold from 30 to 450 

guests. From the Wilds of Africa including the Highland 
Hippo Hut to the Giraffe Overlook Tents to the Zoo 
North Pavillion or the Flamingo Room. For an extreme 
wedding, buy out the zoo for up to 8,000 of your closest 
friends and family. Treat your guests to animal experi-
ences like giraffe feedings or host up to 250 guests in 
the evening at the Simmons Hippo Outpost. 
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LOCATION, Page 32

DALLAS ZOO
469-554-7477
dallaszooevents.com/weddings/
A variety of event spaces that can hold from 30 to 450 

guests. From the Wilds of Africa including the Highland 
Hippo Hut to the Giraffe Overlook Tents to the Zoo 
North Pavillion or the Flamingo Room. For an extreme 
wedding, buy out the zoo for up to 8,000 of your closest 
friends and family. Treat your guests to animal experi-
ences like giraffe feedings or host up to 250 guests in 
the evening at the Simmons Hippo Outpost. 

Worldwide Ground Transportation via Sedans, SUVs, Executive Vans, Mini Bus or Coach Buses.  Let us help you with your special day!
Contact us today for a free quote! | 214-351-7000 | premierdrivesglobal.com | 

make your special day

SPECIAL!
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GIFT GIVING

Take the time to think about  
the couple before buying a 
wedding present

TAMMYE NASH  |  Managing Editor
nash@dallasvoice.comz

ot a wedding 
coming up and 
need to get a gift 
for the couple? 
You can always 
find their registry 
at some big-box 
chain and buy 
them another 

place setting in their chosen china pat-
tern. Or maybe the ever-so-personal gift 
card.

But with just a little time and effort, 

says gift-buying expert Scott Pierson, 
you can probably find a gift that will be 
a heart-warming reminder of a beautiful 
day for years to come.

“When we are trying to choose the 
right wedding gift for someone, we 
don’t want to get them something they 
will never use or won’t like, said Pier-
son, who said he loves shopping and 
loves getting people things they like. 
“Couples getting married get a lot of 
gifts, and I know from personal experi-
ence that a lot of those gifts will prob-
ably end up on a shelf in the garage or 
the attic.”

But your gift doesn’t have to be one 
relegated to the attic or garage, he in-
sists. “Just listen to people when they 
talk about things that they like, things 
that mean something to them. And then 
keep that in mind for when gift-buying 

time rolls around.”
Even if your tasked with buying a gift 

for a distant relative or a coworker you 
aren’t that close to, a little effort goes a 
long way. “Even then, you know some-
thing about at least one person in the 
couple if you are being invited to the 
wedding,” he said. “And it’s not that 
hard to find out more. I know that I am a 
Facebook ‘stalker.’ I pay attention to the 
things they post about, the things they 
say they like and they want.’ That’s one 
way to get something they will really 
like.”

One sure-fire way to get just the right 
gift is to focus on something that has a 
beautiful meaning and a personal touch, 
Pierson suggested.

“One of the most beautiful things we 
got for our wedding was a photo [of me 
and my husband] together, mounted 

on canvas,” he said. “That photo hangs 
above the bed in our bedroom, and ev-
ery day I see it, and every day it is a re-
minder of what was one of the best and 
most beautiful days in our lives.

“See, we actually eloped. We got mar-
ried before it was legal everywhere. We 
lived in Florida at the time, and we went 
to Connecticut to get married. It was just 
the two of us, and we had a photogra-
pher,” he explained. “My sister got one 
of those photos from our wedding and 
had it made into a canvas print. It was 
super thoughtful. She even had part of 
our wedding vows included on the can-
vas, and that was something that added 
that special, personal touch that made it 
mean even more.”

Obviously, when you are buying a 
wedding gift for a same-sex couple, you 
want to make sure that you are spend-

The perfect gift

Scott Pierson, pictured with his husband, says one of his favorite wedding gifts was a photo of their special day mounted 
on canvas

McShanFlorist.com • 214.324.2481
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GIFT GIVING

The perfect gift ing your money with 
a company that sup-
ports equality, right? 
I mean, what same-
sex couple wants a 
gift from Hobby Lob-
by or a Chick-fil-A 
gift card?

“It’s all about the 
research,” Pierson 
says. “You can get 
on companies’ web-
sites and see what 
they stand for before 
spending money with 
them. Some people 
are very vocal about 
where they stand on 
certain issues, and 
that is something we 
as consumers should 
be aware of, especial-
ly when we are buy-
ing for an LGBTQ 
couple.”

There are certain 
websites that let a 
couple create a reg-

istry featuring gifts from companies 
that align with their personal beliefs and 
values. Pierson recommends Zola.com 
which, he says, is super-inclusive and 
“allows you to link the exact product 
that you want to buy for the couple.”

Remember, Pierson says, the act of 
buying a wedding gift in itself is a cele-
bration of the love the couple shares. So 
buy something that you feel will com-
memorate that love and be meaningful 
to them. 

“You want to find something that will 
be meaningful to them, but remember 
also that the ‘meaningful’ gift is not al-
ways what costs the most. It is what 
means the most, the gift that shows them 
you took the time to think about who 
they are and what would mean the most 
to them.

“A wedding is a celebration of the 
love between two people. You want 
to give them a gift that reflects that,” 
Pierson concluded. “The perfect gift is 
that thing that people will back on and 
say, ‘Wow. I never realized that is some-
thing that would be so special to us as 
the year go by.’”          █Scott Pierson, pictured with his husband, says one of his favorite wedding gifts was a photo of their special day mounted 

on canvas
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NEW TRADITIONS

Not your grandma’s 
gay wedding

How queer millennials and 
zillennials are changing the 
future of marriage

MAXWELL POYSER  |  Contributing writer
maxwellpoyser@fernconnections.com

s the nation finally begins 
to open back up again 

and friends and fami-
ly members become 

more comfortable 
gathering in large 

crowds, this is 
the best time 

since the end of 2019 to have a wedding. 
In fact, Knot Worldwide estimates that 

there will be an almost 25 percent in-
crease in weddings happening between 
2021 and 2022.

However, while many millennial and 
zillennial individuals have found them-
selves ready to embark on this harmoni-
ous tradition, their take on married life 
is estimated to be far from traditional.

Over the past decade, the landscape 
of the United States has seen a progres-
sive shift towards implementing more 
queer-inclusive policies, and the young-
er generations have very much been a 
mirror of that change.

In that same time there has been a 60 
percent rise in the LGBTQIA population 
across the United States — the majority 
of which is composed of millennial and 

SUNDAYS at 1 p.m. 
on 89.3 KNON-FM 

with David Taffet, Lerone Landis 
and the always late Patti Fink.

Lambda 
Weekly
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NEW TRADITIONS

Not your grandma’s 
gay wedding

there will be an almost 25 percent in-
crease in weddings happening between 
2021 and 2022.

However, while many millennial and 
zillennial individuals have found them-
selves ready to embark on this harmoni-
ous tradition, their take on married life 
is estimated to be far from traditional.

Over the past decade, the landscape 
of the United States has seen a progres-
sive shift towards implementing more 
queer-inclusive policies, and the young-
er generations have very much been a 
mirror of that change.

In that same time there has been a 60 
percent rise in the LGBTQIA population 
across the United States — the majority 
of which is composed of millennial and 

Gen-Z individuals. There has yet to be a 
demographic that is more publicly and 
resoundingly open about their sexuality 
and gender orientations, and it seems 
as if the same principles surrounding 
non-conformity have carried over into 

this sub-population’s marriages.
Across the country, polyamory — the 

act of being in a consensual partner-
ship with more than one person — and 
consensual non-monogamy are gaining 
in popularity, especially among young-
er demographics. Nearly 39 percent of 
married Gen-Z and millennial individ-
uals have acknowledged being partially 
or completely non-monogamous.

This new relationship trend comes at 
an interesting time in queer history, as 
more and more young adults begin to 
come out as bi or pansexual — more so 
than we’ve seen in any prior generations 
combined.

More than half of the openly LGBTQ 
population of the United States is com-
posed of the millennial and Gen-Z pop-

ulation; of that sub-population nearly 
three-fourths identify as bisexual, pan-
sexual or queer. However, for a number 
of individuals, the fact that their sexual 
attraction wasn’t fixed to one specific 
gender or another, wasn’t always clear 
to them.

Although it is changing now, there is 
a long history of stigma against bisexu-
al and pansexual individuals within the 
queer community. In years prior, many 
individuals would have faced shame or 
disregard for having more fluid sexual-
ities. 

But as the narrative around more fluid 
forms of sexual attraction becomes more 
accepting and prolific in the public eye, 
the concept of being attracted to people 
of various genders has become less stig-
matized. As a result, a number of millen-
nial and zillennial individuals have felt 
more compelled to explore other ave-
nues of their sexuality, regardless of their 
relationship status. 

And that leads us back towards the 
rising popularity of non-monogamous 
marriages.

The millennial and Gen-Z generations 
are defined by their ability to redefine 
not only themselves but the rules of liv-
ing that we were once taught to follow. 
And that can be easily seen in their mar-
riages.

As young adults we are often expect-
ed to follow the same blueprint towards 
mature adulthood that our parents and 
our parent’s parents once followed. We 
are taught how to show up and how 
to settle down. But we are not always 
taught how to pursue our best selves. 
The younger generations are changing 
that dynamic.

As the next wave of adults and 
change-makers, we are redefining what 
it means to live a life worth living. We 
alone are granting ourselves the right to 
love who we love, and to engage in our 
personal relationships in the ways we 
see fit.

While we may engage in some tradi-
tional forms of living — getting mar-
ried, buying a home, having kids — 
the grounds upon which we do so are 
fixed entirely on our own terms — as 
are the people we let lie in our mar-
riage beds.             █

Maxwell Poyser (she, they) is head of mar-
keting and media at Fern Connections, a dat-
ing program specializing in same-sex match-
making. They are also the voice behind Fern 
Connections’ blog, The Dating Dispatch.      
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Additional services available at additional cost.
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BEHIND THE MUSIC

Music camp
From Allen to New York, singer 
Allison Ponthier comes out big

RICH LOPEZ  |  Staff Writer
lopez@dallasvoice.com

With just a few songs under her 
belt, Allison Pontheir is already 
making quite the splash in mu-

sic. NPR has conferred on her “It Girl” 
status, and the music magazine Dork de-
scribed her as an “icon in waiting.”

Today (Friday, Aug. 6), the Tex-
as-reared singer-songwriter adds to her 
cool factor by dropping her debut EP, 
Faking My Own Death, that includes 
one song that Fader considered a “bright 
slice of queer country-pop.”

But the thing is, Ponthier has never 
felt like she was all that. 

“I always felt like an underdog or an 
outsider, but not in a cool way,” she said 
by phone from New York. “It’s funny 
and unexpected. It makes me feel like I 
was spending time trying to be cool. and 
the coolest thing I could’ve done was 
what I’ve been doing all along.” 

Growing up on country and gospel 
music mixed with campy horror and 
Technicolor musical movies, her “thing” 
has been a fusion of all those inspira-
tions. 

Evident in her videos and website, Pon-
thier’s mix of sentimental songs against 
kitschy visuals is a beautiful creation. 

“In the mid-2000s, I grew up watching 
a lot of music videos that were over the 
top,” she said. “In coming up with mine, 
I love singer-songwriter music because 
it comes from a personal place, but I was 
inspired by that over-the-top aspect and 
campy visuals.”

At first, she admitted, she was con-
flicted about how to present herself. But 
her passion won out. “I tried to keep it 
small at first, but once I gave myself per-
mission to, I was so glad. And I love that 
juxtaposition of the music to the video.”

For the “Harshest Critic” video, Pon-
their takes on multiple personas, includ-
ing a ’50s-style television host and a Tay-
lor Swifty entertainer character amidst 
a colorful dream palette. In “Cowboy,” 
she walks the desert with her guitar and 

face shield while UFOs fly over her, only 
to morph into a blue alien ascending into 
space. 

You get the picture. 
But it’s the latter song that’s caught the 

attention of the music media. Because in 
that song, Ponthier basically comes out 
of the closet: 

“I didn’t know I could come out /I 
wasn’t ready, I wasn’t ready / I had a 
foot in my mouth, oh, no. I know her 
everything by memory / I’m just a girl 
from the south.”

Growing up in Allen, Texas, Pontheir 
said she didn’t realize who she 
was until her early teens. And 
despite the growing LGBTQ me-
dia presence at the time — with 
Will and Grace and RuPaul’s Drag 
Race” and out artists like Melissa 
Etheridge and Ellen Degeneres 
— Ponthier felt isolated about 
her queerness.

“I think with my upbringing, 
I knew that I was different, but 
it wasn’t just about being gay. I 
wasn’t great at making friends. 
I had strong interests my peers 
didn’t relate to, so I became really 
self-sufficient and learned how to 
entertain myself,” she said. 

She added that she didn’t have a full 
picture of what being gay looked like, 
and, looking back, she wishes for bet-
ter representation. She was even upset 
thinking that a queer world was kept 
secret from her. 

“I felt separated from everyone. I 
thought I invented being gay. When I 
moved to New York [at 21], I was sur-
rounded by people who were very out. 
I couldn’t relate to that either,” she said. 

That’s displayed in her “Cowboy” 
video, which Pontheir called a cowboy-
and-aliens story. 

“I am from Texas, but I also felt differ-
ent from everyone there,” she said. 

Now that she’s an “It Girl icon” with 
her first release out, Pontheir wants to 
change how she felt as a young queer 
girl for other gaybies who may feel lost 
and alone. 

“My dream would be to go back 
home, maybe to my high school, and 

talk about songwriting and 
identity and hope people can 
take something from my ex-
perience,” she said. “I’d love 
to give them that info I didn’t 
have growing up. That would 
come full circle for me.”

But first, she’s got her mu-
sic to share: “I’m nervous 
and excited. The title is all 
about how I kept wanting to 
start over and run from who 
I was. But I feel I’m living au-
thentically right now and not 

just as a queer person,” she 
said. “I’m very 
proud of ev-
ery song and 
if something 
happened to-
morrow to 
me, I’d be very 
happy this 
is out in the 
world.”            █

Faking My 
Own Death 
is out today. 
Follow Allison 
Pontheir on 
social media at 
@allisonpon-
thier or visit 
allisonpon-
thier.com for 
more on her 
music.           

Photos courtesy Weslee Kate
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DRIVE

Hands off!

General Motors casts hands 
aside to take us Super Cruisin’

CASEY WILLIAMS  |  Auto Reviewer
AutoCasey@aol.com

General Motors envisions an 
automotive future filled with 
autonomous electric vehicles. 

A certain California-based automaker 
has shown that can be a perilous road, 
but the big automaker from Detroit 
is taking a more pragmatic approach 
with its hands-off Super Cruise system 
that will be deployed widely in the 
near future.

Super Cruise enlists Google Maps, 
LIDAR mapping and adaptive cruise 
control for hands-off driving on pre-
cleared divided highways. The system 
debuted in 2017 on the Cadillac CT6 
sedan, but six 2022 model year vehi-
cles will feature it: Cadillac Escalade, 
Cadillac CT4, Cadillac CT5, Chevrolet 
Silverado, GMC Hummer EV Pickup 

and GMC Sierra.
By 2023, availability will be extend-

ed to 22 vehicles including the Chevy 
Bolt EUV, Cadillac LYRIC EV and Ca-
dillac XT6 crossover.

New capabilities arrive with the 
new model year, as driving hands-
free extends to those trailering boats, 
campers and classic cars behind their 
enabled pickups and SUVs. Automatic 
lane change commands the vehicle to 
move over automatically. Navigation 
screens will more clearly indicate on 
which of 200,000 miles of roads the 
system can be activated.

All in, these are much-appreciated 
upgrades.

“We’re excited to expand Super 
Cruise to even more new models with 
additional capabilities to provide our 
customers with even more opportu-
nities to go hands-free,” said Mario 
Maiorana, Super Cruise chief engi-
neer. “The additional Super Cruise-en-
abled vehicles and new features are 
an important step toward our goal of 

enabling hands-free 
driving 95 percent of 
the time and getting 
people more comfort-
able with letting go of 
the wheel.”

On a recent get-away 
with my family, I had 
the chance to test the 
latest system on a 2021 
Escalade. Given all of Super Cruise’s 
technical sophistication, it’s disarm-
ingly easy to use: Turn on the adaptive 
cruise, set a safe speed and press the 
steering wheel button on the steering 
wheel.

Green lights illuminate the top of the 
steering wheel to let you know it’s ac-
tive. Lift your hands off the wheel and 
relax … but not too much.

We rode 60 miles on an Indiana In-
terstate without touching the steering 
wheel. A camera on the steering col-
umn employs facial recognition to en-
sure drivers are looking ahead and not 
reading a novel, but it’s unobtrusive.

Want to change lanes? Just click the 
turn signal. The system will wait until 
it is safe, then move over and center 
itself.

I worried I’d be unnerved by the 
experience, but it all felt surprisingly 
natural. Like the pilot of a jetliner, I let 
the big Caddy drive itself while I kept 
a watchful eye on it all, ready to take 
command should the green lights turn 
red.

Even without Super Cruise, the Esca-
lade is an impressive luxury ride, with 
its 38 inches of OLED infotainment 
screens, cherubic 36-speaker AKG au-
dio system that includes speakers in 

The Fair Housing Ordinance makes it illegal to 
discriminate against a person in regards to:

Race | Color | Religion | Sex | National Origin | 
Handicap (Mental or Physical) | Familial Status 

(Children Under 18) | Source of Income  
(social security, spousal support, child support  
or veterans with housing assistance vouchers) | 

The actions that are covered by the 
City Ordinance are:

RENTAL, including leasing, using and keeping a 
unit, and property management; 
SALES, including brokers, sales agents, lenders, 
mortgage brokers, insurance agents and sellers;
ADVERTISEMENT, including brokers, sales 
agents, lenders, mortgage brokers, insurance agents 
and sellers;

For complaints regarding Sexual Orientation and 
Gender Identity;

HOUSING, including the rental and sale of housing 
and all other business practices related to a person’s 
housing activities;
EMPLOYMENT, including brokers, sales agents, 
lenders, mortgage brokers, insurance agents 
and sellers;
PUBLIC ACCOMMODATION, service in 
restaurants, theaters, retail store, and 
non-governmental public services 
(relative to sexual orientation only). 

If you suspect discrimination in these areas and 
wish to file a complaint call:
214-670-FAIR (3247)

CITY OF DALLAS 
OFFICE OF FAIR HOUSING
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the roof and headrests, large heads-up 
display and rear captain’s chairs with 
their own infotainment screens.

A 420 horsepower 6.2-liter V8 works 
with a 10-speed automatic transmis-
sion and air suspension that can be 

raised for off-road-
ing and still provide 
smooth cruising, no 
matter the road. With 
or without Super 
Cruise, it’s impressive 
— as it darned well 
should be for nearly 
$109 grand.

The progression 
from regular cruise 

control to adaptive cruise control and 
lane-centering steering has taken 20 
years. But it will not take that long for 
drivers to get comfortable riding with 
their hands off the wheel. Super Cruise 
is an impressive system that I’d readily 
welcome if offered on my next ride.

Storm Forward!
Send comments to Casey at AutoCa-

sey@aol.com; follow him on YouTube @
AutoCasey.          █

2022 GMC-Humer, above, 2022 Chevrolet Bol EUV, right
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HEALTH NEWS

Carlo to chair 
TMA Council on 
Legislation
Prism Health CEO to help 
develop public policy and 
legislative advocacy for patients, 
health care professionals

FROM STAFF REPORTS

r. John Carlo, 
CEO of Prism 
Health North 
Texas, has been 
named chair of 
the Texas Med-
ical Association 
Council on Leg-

islation, the council that develops and 
implements TMA legislative policies at 
state and national levels.

As part of his nearly two decades of 
service in different health care leader-
ship roles, Dr. Carlo served as a council 
member since 2018. He also has served 
as chair of the TMA Council on Socio-
economics and as chair of the TMA 
Council on Science and Public Health.

Since March 2020, Dr. Carlo has served 
as a member of the TMA COVID-19 Task 
Force, offering guidance for Texans on 
how to make safe and informed deci-
sions about their health throughout the 
pandemic.

“The Texas Medical Association uni-
fies the voice of more than 50,000 phy-
sicians across the state to advocate on 
behalf of our patients,” Dr. Carlo said. “I 
look forward to working with the great 
TMA staff and physician members in 
this new role.”

Dr. Carlo’s appointment to the TMA 
Council on Legislation is due in part 
to his work as chair of the Texas Pub-
lic Health Coalition, which was instru-
mental in the passage of legislation that 
raised the minimum age to 21 for buying 
tobacco in Texas. The legislative chair 

position is a one-year appointment, and 
Dr. Carlo said he looks forward to facili-
tating the many different legislative pri-
orities of the TMA. 

“We have a lot of work to do,” says Dr. 
Carlo in regard to upcoming goals for 
the session. “Far too many Texans lack 
access to affordable healthcare, resulting 
in far too many treatable conditions left 
untreated.”

Dr. John Carlo, CEO of Prism Health North Texas

4414 Lemmon Ave. at Herschel
Dallas, TX 75219 • 214.522-EYES
doctoreyecare.com
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position is a one-year appointment, and 
Dr. Carlo said he looks forward to facili-
tating the many different legislative pri-
orities of the TMA. 

“We have a lot of work to do,” says Dr. 
Carlo in regard to upcoming goals for 
the session. “Far too many Texans lack 
access to affordable healthcare, resulting 
in far too many treatable conditions left 
untreated.”

Dr. Mark Casanova, director of clini-
cal ethics and supportive and palliative 
care at Baylor University Medical Center 
at Dallas, applauded Dr Carlo’s appoint 
as council chair. “The adage of ‘the right 
person for the right position at the right 
time,’ has never rung more true, than the 
appointment of John Carlo to chair the 
TMA Council on Legislation,” Dr. Casa-
nova said.

“John brings the breadth of experience 
and real-world public health knowledge, 
coupled with an innate equanimity that 

positions him to be an effective leader of 
the COL, but more importantly, an effec-
tive advocate for the House of Medicine 
and the myriad of necessary legislative 
interfaces, at local, state, and even na-
tional levels.” 

Prism Health North Texas, which 
opened in 1986 as AIDS Arms Network 
out of the Communities Foundation 
of Texas, was created the middle of the 
worst years of the HIV/AIDS epidemic 

in North Texas. For the past 35 years, the 
organization has served the critical role 
of connecting people living with HIV to 
care and services in the area.

PHNTX evolved to be a nationally rec-
ognized leader in delivering high-quali-
ty HIV and sexual health services, most 
recently expanding services to address 
the alarming rise in sexually transmitted 
infections in Dallas County and North 
Texas. Roughly 30 percent of people 
living with HIV in North Texas receive 
medical care and support at one of the 

four PHNTX health centers. 
PHNTX is committed to providing 

healthcare for all North Texans in a 
non-judgmental and affirming environ-
ment, striving to remove the barriers 
that prevent any individual from ac-
cessing quality healthcare, officials said. 
PHNTX stands for health equity, espe-
cially for marginalized populations in-
cluding people living with HIV, LGBTQ 
and ethnic minorities.          █

Dr. John Carlo, CEO of Prism Health North Texas
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FILM REVIEW

The secrets
we keep

A Wake tells the story of a  
family dealing with death

TAMMYE NASH  |  Managing Editor
nash@dallasvoice.com

I t’s been a long time since I felt like 
I needed to stay closeted, to keep 
my sexual orientation hidden from 

others. It’s been even longer since I had 
to struggle with all of the usual teenage 
angst coupled with the added weight of 
knowing I was “different,” and strug-
gling to keep my difference hidden.

And yet, despite all the years that 
have passed since then, A Wake took me 
right back to those days, to that angst 
and that fear. And that’s what it meant 
to do.

A Wake, a new LGBTQ family dra-
ma from Scott Boswell, is a quiet but 
intense story of how one teenager’s 

death impacts the rest of his family and 
the boyfriend most of his family never 
knew about. And all of what happens in 
the movie takes place in one day — the 
day that, eight months after his death, 
Mitchel’s family is gathering for a wake, 
organized by his sister, to remember 
and honor him.

The film opens with a dream se-
quence, narrated by Mason. At first, 
I thought he was dreaming of a dead 
lover; then I realized the other guy in 
the dream was his twin brother, Mitch. 
Mason believes that Mitch is trying, 
through his dreams and in other ways, 
to reach out to him from beyond the 
grave. But Mitch — the ability to con-
nect and communicate with Mitch — is 
always just out of Mason’s reach.

It would be bad enough for a teenage 
boy to lose his twin brother. But it’s ob-
vious from the start that there is some 
secret Mason is hiding that makes his 

Mason (Noah Urrea), left, and Jameson (Kolton Stewart) take a selfie together as they sit near 
Mitch’s grave in A Wake.
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loss even harder to bear and his efforts 
to connect to his dead brother even more 
wrenching and painful to watch.

After Mason, you are introduced to 
Molly, the younger sister who obvious-
ly adored her brothers and who, in the 
eight months since Mitch’s death, has 
undergone the most outwardly obvious 
changes. Molly is the one who has in-

sisted on organizing the wake, and ag-
gressively OCD tendencies are sad and 
almost frightening, especially when you 
see her in flashbacks as a joyful, loving 
child. Along with Molly you meet Vanes-
sa, the kids’ stepmother, and their grand-
mother Loretta, mother of the twins ac-
tual mother, who died when the twins 
were 4 years old.

Only Molly calls Vanessa “Mother;” 
the others, including older sister Megan, 
who comes in from Los Angeles for the 
wake, call her Vanessa. (Maybe that’s be-
cause Vanessa is Molly’s actual mother? 
I was never sure about that part.) Vanes-
sa, it turns out, refuses to let the family 
members talk about anything sad — that 
includes their late mother and Mitch’s 
death by “accidental overdose.”

There is the father of the family of 
course, and then there is Jameson, Mitch’s 
boyfriend, who nobody in the family but 
Mason and Molly knew about, and who 
kept it secret from his grandfather, with 
whom he lives, that his friend had died 
and that he was going to the wake.

More secrets. They all have their se-
crets. And the secrets are tearing apart 
both the family as a whole and individu-
al family members.

To top it all off, this is a “religious fam-
ily,” with the adults and Molly all relying 
on “Pastor Rob” to provide them with 
spiritual guidance and healing. But it’s 
obvious that Pastor Rob, who attends 
the wake with his too-perfect wife Shei-
la, has secrets of his own, too. That adds 
another level of secrets, of course, not to 
mention anxiety and frustration.

Everything comes to a head at the 
wake, and all those secrets that have 
been festering in the dark finally spill 
over into the light. It isn’t pretty; but 
lancing a boil to let the healing begin 
rarely is.

The only character who won my full 
sympathy throughout the film was 
Jameson (Kolton Stewart) who lost the 
guy he loved and never had a chance to 
openly grieve. 

Grandmother Loretta (Bettina Devin) 
came close but then ruined it toward the 
end. I wanted to feel some sympathy for 
Vanessa (Emilie Talbot), but maybe I’ve 
seen too many self-centered and self-ab-
sorbed people who have no problem 
making others uncomfortable as they 
focus on being comfortable themselves.

Dad Richard (Kevin Karrick) and sis-
ter Megan (Megan Trout) pull at your 
heartstrings, and you understand why 
they behave the way they do. But at the 
same time, they are adults. They have the 
ability to take control of things and make 
a difference, but they don’t. Molly (So-
fia Rosinsky) is just a kid manipulated 
by adults and her brothers toward their 
own ends, so yeah, she deserves sympa-
thy and gets it. But at the same time, that 
OCD Molly is kinda scary and irritating.

And then there are Mason and Mitch 
(both very ably portrayed by Noah Ur-
rea). Your heart breaks for them both 
for different reasons. But as the story 
unfolds, it becomes obvious they both 
could have changed their circumstances 
and themselves for the better.

Like I said, A Wake is a very quiet film. 
But it has a significant weight that stays 
with you after the credits roll.

You don’t have to be a surviving fami-
ly member of someone who killed them-
selves, and you don’t have to be LGBTQ 
— closeted or otherwise — to see your-
self in at least of the characters attend-
ing this wake. Because all of us have lost 
someone or something. And all of us 
have secrets that we keep.        █
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LOCATION From Page 14

LOCATION, Page 34

DISCOVERY GARDENS
3601 Martin Luther King Jr. Blvd.
Fair Park
(214) 428-7476
Fair Park is Dallas largest and most under-used park 

facility. Many of the buildings at the park are available 
to rent for weddings and during the year will provide 
a private and expansive wedding experience. Reserve 
space during the State Fair of Texas, however, and the 
costs soar and privacy and easy parking eliminated.

The Discovery Gardens at Fair Park are large enough 
to accommodate multiple simultaneous weddings. The 
indoor greenhouse is a large butterfly sanctuary, but 
the surrounding gardens offer secluded outdoor space. 
Bride and groom rooms are available as part of the wed-
ding package and reception space is also available. 
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REVERCHON PARK
3505 Maple Ave.
Think of Reverchon Park and you think of a dilap-

idated softball field and an overused recreation center. 
But between the ball field and the Katy Trail are some 
areas that were carved out into trails, stone stairways 
and sitting areas sometime in the 1930s. The area is 
secluded with beautiful views of the gorge that Turtle 
Creek formed as it winds its way through this park.

That area, accessible by staircase from the main park 
or from the Katy Trail, is worth exploring whether 
you’re looking for a place in nature for a small wedding 
party in the middle of the city or just looking to explore 
a hidden part of Oak Lawn.

No catering here, but a great place for a small group 
of friends to celebrate your special day.

LOCATION From Page 32

TURTLE CREEK PARK 
3333 Turtle Creek Blvd.
214-520-8611
TurtleCreekConservancy.org
Sure, Turtle Creek Park is one of the city’s most popular parks and no one is 

stopping you from holding a small stealth wedding and picnic on the lawn, but 
for a formal wedding, rent out Arlington Hall or plan an outdoor event in a tent. 
The park is operated by the Turtle Creek Park Conservancy, which can help 
with all of your catering needs.

WINFREY POINT
950 E. Lawther Road
214-670-8740
DallasParks.org/Facilities/Facility/Details/Winfrey-Point-48
Winfrey Point is a historic facility that sits atop a hill overlooking White Rock 

Lake. The 2,500 square foot house has plenty of parking for up to 270 guests,. is 
a perfect place for weddings and has a bride’s room. In addition to the breath-
taking view of the lake and, in the distance, the Dallas skyline, the house has a 
fully equipped kitchen, fireplace and screened wraparound porch. A perfect 
place for a wedding with a homey touch.
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GAY AGENDA

LEARN HERE
One Lambda Legal Texas 
presents an online gathering 
Friday, Aug. 6, at 6:30 
p.m., focused on how the 
organization is fighting anti-

LGBTQ discrimination across the state and 
across the country. Lambda Legal attorney 
Shelly Skeen will talk with Trevor Willkinson, 
the Clyde ISD high school student who 
fought back after the school suspended him 
for wearing nail polish, about how Shelly 
helped Trevor and his family win the fight to 
get the school district to change its policies. 
Register for the Zoom event at https://tinyurl.
com/4c6p78nw.

DRAG THIS
The Miss Leo Pageant 
returns Saturday night, Aug. 
7, at The Hidden Door, 5025 
Bowser Ave., to raise money 
for AIN. This event never fails 

to entertain, and it helps out a more-than-
worthy cause. Plus, you get to hang out with 
the folks at The Hidden Door. What more could 
you ask for?

GET ARTSY HERE
Turtle Creek Conservancy 
presents Second Sunday at 
Turtle Creek Park, featuring 
a live performance by the 
Turtle Creek Chorale, from 

6-8 p.m. Sunday, Aug. 8, at Turtle Creek 
Park, 3333 Turtle Creek Blvd. The event will 
include multi-cultural artists such as jewelers, 
illustrators, painters and woodworkers, and 
visitors can purchase original works of art, with 
10 percent of all art sales going to the care 
of Turtle Creek Park and Arlington Hall. Find 
more information online at Facebook.com/
Events/253347469596700/.

FIND SUPPORT HERE
PFLAG Dallas holds a 
virtual support meeting for 
parents, families and friends 
of LGBTQ people at 7 p.m. 
Thursday, Aug. 12. PFLAG 

was founded in 1972 by Jeanne Manford after 
she marched with her gay son that year in New 
York’s Christopher Street Liberation Day March 
— the precursor to the modern-day Pride 
parade — and realized how many LGBTQ 
were estranged from their families. The Dallas 
Chapter was founded 20 years later on Aug. 7, 
1992. Visit PFLAGDallas.org for information on 
how to register for the meeting.

Sammons Park, 2403 Flora St., 
part of the AT&T Performing 
Arts Center, is the setting for 
The Great 30, presented by 
Bombshell Dance Project as 
part of the ongoing Elevator 
Project. The Great 30 is an 
interactive, site-specific 
dance performance using 
the entirety of the AT&TPAC 
campus as a stage. Visit 
ATTPAC.org for information or 
to purchase tickets.

PLAN YOUR WEEK
The Gay Agenda is now color-coded:  
Red for community events; blue for arts  
and entertainment; purple for sports; green 
for nightlife and orange for civic events  
and holidays.

• Biweekly: Hope Cottage Foster Parent 
Information Meeting
Hope Cottage holds information meetings 
for those interested in becoming foster 
parents. The meetings are held alternately on 
Saturdays at 10 a.m. and Thursdays at 6 p.m. 
For information email Clyde Hemminger at 
chemminger@hopecottage.org.

AUGUST
• Aug. 6: Lambda Legal Texas
Join Lambda Legal’s Texas community of 
supporters for a special online gathering 
to hear how Lambda Legal is addressing 
widespread anti-LGBTQ discrimination across 
the country with special guest Trevor Wilkinson, 
student advocate, who took on Clyde ISD’s 
dress and grooming code. LambdaLegal.org.

• Aug. 6-8: Dinosaur Invasion
A family-friendly, one-of-a-kind walk-thru 
interactive adventure that features more 
than 50 animatronic dinosaurs. Arlington 
Expo Center, 1200 Ballpark Way, Arlington. 
DinosaurInvasion.com.

• Aug. 7: Miss Leo Pageant
The annual Miss Leo Pageant is back at 7 p.m. 
at the Hidden Door, 5025 Bowser Ave. The 
annual pageant benefits AIN.

• Through Aug. 7: Me & Jezebel
On May 28, 1985, star-struck Elizabeth Fuller’s 
dream came true when the legendary Bette 
Davis came to dinner at her Connecticut home. 
Four weeks later, as the hotel strike in New 
York dragged on, she was still there. This is an 
intimate, funny, and true story of a Hollywood 
legend coming face-to-face with her most 
ardent fan. Directed by B.J. Cleveland. $19-29. 
MainStage Irving, 3333 N. MacArthur Blvd. 
MainStageIrving.com.

• Aug. 12: PFLAG Dallas
Virtual support meeting for parents, family and 
friends of LGBTQ people meets the second 
Thursday of the month at 7 p.m. Register for 
link at PFLAGDallas.org.

• Aug. 12-14: The Great 30
Bombshell Dance Project presented as part 
of the Elevator Project at Sammons Park, 
2403 Flora St. ATTPAC.org.

• Aug 13: Name and gender 
change workshop
Lambda Legal discusses what the process 
looks like in Texas to secure state and federal 
identity documents. Lawyers can receive CLE 
credit. Meeting via Zoom. LambdaLegal.org.

• Aug. 14: Queer Reads
Queer Reads is an online book club that meets 
the second Saturday of every month from 6:30-
7:30 p.m. Register at dallaslibrary.librarymarket.
com/events/queer-reads-book-club-0.

Aug. 15: Drag Brunch benefitting LifeWalk
DFW drag legend Ivana Tramp is coming out 
of retirement to host Drag Brunch, presented 
by Cheer Dallas, beginning at 11 a.m. at Cedar 
Springs Tap House, 413 Cedar Springs Road. 
Show is at noon and features Lucia Cavallier, 
Kandy Cayne and Beyondshade Lee Starr.

• Aug. 19: Back to School Talent Show
This year’s annual Youth First Talent Show has 
been combined with Resource Center’s Back-
to-School fundraiser for an all-new virtual show 
at 6 p.m. MyResourceCenter.org.

• Aug. 20-29: Uptown Players 
present Fun Home
Uptown Players present the 2015 Tony Award 
winner for Best Musical based on Alison 
Bechdel’s 2006 graphic memoir, Fun Home, 
at the Kalita Humphreys Theater, 3636 Turtle 
Creek Blvd. The play stars Duke Anderson, 
Leslie Collins, Michael Diego Alonzo, Hunter 
Hall, Jennifer Kuenzer, Max Rudelman, Summer 
Stern, Emily Truelove and Ashlie Whitworth, 
and is directed by Cheryl Denson with music 
direction by Isaac Leaverton. Tickets are $30-
$55, available online at UptownPlayers.org or 
by phone at 214-219-2718.

• Aug. 20-21: New Media Artworks
New media artworks by Refik Anadol and 
Quayola commissioned by Fort Worth will 
premiere as the first of four major public art 
projects at Will Rogers Memorial Center. Free.

Have an event coming up? Email your 
information to Managing Editor Tammye 
Nash at nash@dallasvoice.com or Senior 

Staff Writer David Taffet at taffet@
dallasvoice.com by Wednesday at 5 p.m. 

for that week’s issue.
Look for extended listings online at 

DallasVoice.com
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On being cherished

JENNY BLOCK

As I stood in the shower, and my wife 
washed my back gently in small circles, 
my eyes welled up with tears. This is 
love, I thought. 

She has slowed danced with me in the 
kitchen. 

She has tucked me in dressing rooms 
with champagne, sending in gowns for 
glamorous galas.

She has taken me on European cruises. 
She has started eating more Asian food 

only because it’s my favorite. 
She has blessed the adoption of a pup-

py when the pandemic threatened to 
crush me. 

She has loved me — hard — through 
life’s changes. And in the four-and-a-half 
years we have been together, there have 
been A LOT of changes.

But never before had I felt so loved as 
when she recently took care of me after I 
had some elective surgery — “elective” 
being the key word in this conversation.

It wasn’t just that she cared for me 
when I needed it after surgery. It was the 
way she supported me fully in having 
the surgery in the first place and then 
took such good care of me after, despite 
it being anything but life or death. 

When I was pregnant with my now 
22-year-old daughter, I gained an inor-
dinate amount of weight. That gain and 
the subsequent weight loss took a mas-
sive toll on my body. So, I had a “mom-
my makeover” a year or so after she was 
born, which included breast implants 
and a lift. They were bigger than what 
I wanted right from the get go. But I 
learned to get used to them and even like 
them most of the time. 

Fast-forward 20 years: Even after 
reaching my goal weight, I’ve continued 
to gain and lose the same 15 pounds or 
so again and again. My breasts became 
downright unruly for my 5-foot frame. 
So, I decided to have the implants re-
moved and to simply have my natu-
ral breast tissue lifted. It’s big surgery. 
And it’s not cheap. But I saved up, and 
my wife didn’t bat an eye when I said I 
wanted to have it done. 

“Whatever you need to do to feel 
good,” she said.

So I called Dr. Forrest Roth in Houston, 
and I got on his books as soon as I could.

It wasn’t that I needed her permission. 
But I certainly did need her help. I kept 
asking if she was sure she was up to it, 
especially with her work schedule. I 
mean, it’s one thing if I had to have sur-
gery. Of course, she would be there, and 
of course she would help. But elective 
surgery? She could have said, “Call your 
dad.” And I would have, and he would 
have come.

But she didn’t. Instead, she just said, 
“I’ve got it, baby.” And she did.

She made plans for us to stay in Hous-
ton with friends since we live 90 miles 
outside of the city. She drove me to the 
hospital. She picked me up. She helped 
me to bed. She gave me my meds. She 
brought me my favorite blanket and pil-
lows and even stuffed animals to prop 
me up in bed.

She had pho delivered and brought it 
up to me on a tray day after day when 
it was the only thing I wanted. She 
stripped my drains and emptied them. 
She lowered me into and lifted me out of 
bed. She dressed me.

And she gently put me in the shower 
and carefully washed my body in what 
felt like something sacred. It was having 
her do that for me that made me feel per-
haps more humbled than I have ever felt 

in my life. I was bloody and bruised and 
swollen and teary and hunched over. I 
was naked in front of her like I am all of 
the time, and yet, I felt exposed and vul-
nerable and a little bit broken.

It’s been two weeks now since the sur-
gery. I’m not allowed to raise my arms 
or lift anything for another two weeks. 
So, she is still lifting and opening and 
fetching and reaching at my request. 
And she’s having to do her share and my 
share of the cooking and cleaning and 
straightening and shopping and laun-
dering. And she’s done it happily 98 per-
cent of the time.

She is only human after all, and it can’t 
be easy when I can’t even use the micro-
wave or get ice by myself.

She is overly protective and likes to do 
things her way. She is independent and 
expects me to be as well. She likes to be 
taken care of as much as she likes taking 
care of others. And yet, all I had to do 
was say, “I’m not comfortable. I need to 
do something about it. And I sure could 
use your help.” And just like that, she 
was all in. 

Dr. Roth is an incredibly kind and tal-
ented man as is his ridiculously attrac-
tive staff. (It is a plastic surgery practice 
after all.) He did an incredible job. He 
made me feel safe and heard, and I am 
over the moon with the results already. 

He was at the helm of the art and the sci-
ence of my journey. 

But my wife was the heart, and I will 
never doubt to whom hers belongs. 

It’s easy to be there when it’s easy. 
Your person will be there even when it’s 
hard. And they’ll be there without ques-
tion and for no reason other than that 
you need them there.

█  browse
For a more complete Community 

Calendar online, visit 
Tinyurl.com/dvevents.

█  submit
To submit an item for inclusion in 

the Community Calendar, visit 
Tinyurl.com/dvevents.

this week’s solution

Jenny Block
GIRL ON GIRLS
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BUSINESS DIRECTORY
ACCOUNTANTS – CERTIFIED PUBLIC n n n  n

n Aishman, Rick, PC | Ryanne Ahlman
4228 N. Central Expwy, #225 | 214-520-7363
n Allen, Ron, CPA  | ronallencpa.com
2909 Cole Ave., Ste. 119 | 214-954-0042
ADULT n n n n n n n n n n n n n n n n n n n n n n n n n n n n n n n 
n After Hours Video
2528 West Walnut | Garland | 972-276-0893
n Alternatives  
1720 W. Mockingbird Lane | 214-630-7071
n Club Dallas | theclubs.com
2616 Swiss Ave. | 214-821-1990
AESTHETICS n n n n n n n n n n n n n n n n n n n n n n n n n

n Total Med Solutions | 214.247.1766 
totalmedsolutions.com
5445 La Sierra, Ste. 305 | Dallas
AIR CONDITIONING & HEATING n n n n n n n n

n Jade Air | Air Conditioning & Heating
jadeairdallas.com | 214-522-2805  
n Rescue Air | Heating and Cooling
rescueair.com | 972-351-8307
ANTIQUES | CONSIGNMENT n n n n n n n n n n n

n Antique Gallery of Mesquite
antiquegallerymesquite.com
3330 N. Galloway, Ste. 225 | 214-646-4583
n Dulce Interior Consignment Showplace 
1208 N. Riverfront Blvd. | mydulce.com
214-219-5656
ATTORNEYS n n n n n n n n n n n n n n n n n n n n n n n n n n

n Burch, Lorie, L. | burch-law.com
7920 Belt Line Road, Ste. 700 | 972-385-0558
n Chiles & Warren Law Group | artslegal.com
214-363-5117
n Covell, Rebecca S. | covellpc.com
12222 Merit Drive, Ste. 340 | 214-443-0300
n Guelich, Holly B. | holly-guelich.com
12740 Hillcrest Road, Ste. 138 | 214-522-3669
n Hall, Stephanie | ladylawsah.com
steph@ladylawsah.com | 214.693.2959
n Olinger, Lynn S. | LSOLaw.com
3710 Rawlins St., Ste. 1420 | 214-396-9090
n Pettit, Jack Attorney at Law | jackpettit.com
2201 Main St., Ste. 776 | 214-521-4567
n Seidel, Adam L. | adamseidel.com
8150 N. Central Expwy, #1255  | 214-528-3344
n Van Wey, Presby & Williams | vwpwlaw.com
12720 Hillcrest Road, Ste. 600 | 214-329-1350

ATTORNEYS n n n n n n n n n n n n n n n n n n n n n n n n n n

n West, Chad, PLLC | chadwestlaw.com
3606 S. Tyler St. | 214-509-7555
n Wiley, Rob | robwiley.com
2613 Thomas Ave. | 214-528-6500
n Womack, Jenny | WomackAdoptions.com  
5495 Beltline Road, Ste. 365 | 214-935-3310
AUTOMOBILE DEALERS n n n n n n n n n n n n n n n n

n Ewing Subaru | ewingsubaruofplano.com
1555 Dallas Parkway | 972-801-9900
n Planet Lincoln Love Field 
planetlincolndallaslovefield.com
7767 Lemmon Ave. | 972-354-5213
n Toyota of Irving | toyotaofirving.com
1999 W. Airport Freeway | 972-258-1200
BOOKKEEPING n n n n n n n n n n n n n n n n n n n n n  n n

n BridgeRight Group | David Pattillo 
BridgeRightGroup.com | 214-821-4144
n Padgett Business Services
padgettdallas.com | 214-272-3823
CATERING n n n n n n n n n n n n n n n n n n n n n n n n n n n n

n Wendy Krispin | wendykrispincaterer.com   
214-748-5559
CHIROPRACTIC DOCTORS – DC n n n n n n n n n

n Sebo, Troy, Doctor of Chiropractic 
469-986-7718
CLOTHING RETAIL n n n n n n n n n n n n n n n n n n n n n

n Outlines Men’s Wear | Men’s Clothing Store
3906 Cedar Springs Road | 214-528-1955 
COMIC BOOKS & COLLECTIBLES n n n n n n n n

n Zeus Comics | zeuscomics.com
1334 Inwood Road | 214-219-8597
CONSTRUCTION & RENOVATIONS n n n n n n 
n Space for Life Construction • Renovations
spaceforlifetexas.com | 972-769-2526
COACHING n n n n n n n n n n n n n n n n n n n n n n n n  n n n

n Coaching Beyond | Dale Holdman, BSN, MA
coachingbeyond.com | 214-557-0690
COMPUTER SUPPORT SERVICES n n n n n n n  
n Celeratec | celeratec.com
3824 Cedar Springs Road, #410 | 888-423-5372
CONVENTION & VISITORS BUREAUS n n n n 
n Arlington Convention & Visitors Bureau
arlington.org/lgbtq | 800-342-4305
n VisitDallas | visitdallas.com
325 North St. Paul St., Ste. 700 | 800-232-5527

COUNSELORS - LICENSED PROFESSIONAL
n Baker, Renee & Porter, Feleshia  
lgbtcounseling.us  | 13500 Midway, Ste. 404
214-607-5620 | 214-454-8144  
n Caswell, Eddie, MEd, LPC
6500 Greenville Ave., Ste. 185 | 214-559-7077
n Lovell, Cynthia, M.Ed. | CynthiaLovelllpc.com
3838 Oak Lawn Ave., 10th Floor | 214-497-6268
n Marcum, Candy | CandyMarcum.com
4228 N. Central Expwy, #225 | 214-521-1278
n Meador, Christopher PhD, LCSW |214-674-8806
momentumpsychologicalservices@gmail.com
n Owen, Jimmy, LPC-S | jimmyowen.com
3838 Oak Lawn, Ste. 1000 | 214-546-8852
CRUISES & TRAVEL PLANNERS n n n n n n n n n

n The Pauer Group, LLC - Randy Pauer
thepauergroup.com | 972-241-2000 
DENTISTS n n n n n n n n n n n n n n n n n n n n n n n n n n n n

n Boyd, Carole Ann, DDS, PC | drboyd.net
4514 Cole Ave., Ste. 905 | 214-521-6261
n Terrell, Kevin, DDS, PC | terrelldental.com
2603 Oak Lawn Ave., Ste. 100 | 214-329-1818
DISC JOCKEYS n n n n n n n n n n n n n n n n n n n n n  n n

n DJ Deluxe Productions | djdeluxe.com
214-823-1424
ELECTROLYSIS | HAIR REMOVAL n n n n n n n n

n Dallas Electrolysis Clinic 
electrolysisformen.com | 214-766-8939
n Hair & Now Electrolysis | LGBT Owned 
hairnowelectrolysis.com | 214-865-8345
n Hair Today Gone Tomorrow Electrolysis 
htgtelectrolysis.com 
4245 N. Central Expwy, #450 | 682-593-1442
n We Only Wax | weonlywax.com
5610 Lemmon Ave. | 214.833.5958
ENTERTAINMENT n n n n n n n n n n n n n n n n n n n n n

n Turtle Creek Chorale
TurtleCreekChorale.com | 214-526-3214
n The Women’s Chorus of Dallas | twcd.org
214-520-7828
EYEWEAR n n n n n n n n n n n n n n n n n n n n n n n n n n n n 
n Fashion Optical | fashionopticaldallas.com
3430 Oak Lawn Ave. | 214-526-6006
n Uptown Vision | uptownvisiondallas.com
3710 Rawlins St., Ste 100 | 214-953-3937
FERTILITY n n n n n n n n n n n n n n n n n n n n n n n n n n n n 
n Conceive Fertility conceivefertilitycenter.com
6750 N. MacArthur, Ste. 100 | 214-224-0778
n Fertility Specialists of Texas
fertilitytexas.com | 214-618-2044
n The Fertility Consultants 
thefertilityconsultants.com | 713-827-0301
FINANCIAL PLANNING & CONSULTANTS 
n Anderson, Sandy, CPA/PFS, CGMA, ADPA®, 
CFP® | andersonandassociatesfinancial.com
214-500-6385
n Sammons, Stephanie, CFP®
sammonswealth.com | 972-440-1194
n Sherman, Judy S., CFBS
2273 E. Continental, Ste. 120-A | 817-366-1119
FLORISTS n n n n n n n n n n n n n n n n n n n n n n n n n n n n

n All Blooming Florist | allbloomingflorist.com
2615 Oak Lawn Ave., Ste. 103 | 214-238-3283
HAIR SALON | BARBER SHOP n n n n n n n n n n n

n Salon Aura | salonauradallas.com
3910 Cedar Springs Road | 214-443-0454
HEALTH CARE SERVICES n n n n n n n n n n n n n n n

n AIDS Outreach Center | aoc.org
400 N. Beach St., Ste. 100 | 817-335-1994
n CAN | cancommunityhealth.org
616 Matlock Centre Circle | 817-693-1000
n HELP Center for LGBT Health & Wellness
helpfw.org | 1919 8th Ave. | 817-332-7722
n Prism Health North Texas | phntx.org
351 West Jefferson, Ste. 300 | 214-521-5191
n Resource Center | myresourcecenter.org
LGBTQ services & info. 214-521-5124 
HOSPICE n n n n n n n n n n n n n n n n n n n n n n n n n n n n n

n Visiting Nurse Association of Texas
vnatexas.org | 800-CALL-VNA

HOTELS n n n n n n n n n n n n n n n n n n n n n n n n n n n n n n

n Hotel St. Germain | hotelstgermain.com
2516 Maple Ave. | 214-871-2516
INSURANCE n n n n n n n n n n n n n n n n n n n n n n n n n n

n Alex Long Agency | Allstate Insurance
Allstateagencies.com/AlexLong
4425 Plano Parkway, Ste. 1001 | 972-570-7000
n Balsley Insurance Group | CindyBalsley.com
Cindy Balsley, Agent | 972-478-4304
n Beseda, Scott | State Farm|ScottBeseda.com
4411 Lemmon Ave., Ste. 203 | 214-219-6610
n Irvin, M. Angel | Farmers Insurance
14651 Dallas Parkway, Ste. 110 | 972-367-6200
n Medicare4USA | Individual & Group Health
Medicare4USA.com | 214-989-7900
n Steven Graves Insurance Abco Home Plus 
abcohomeins.com | 972-423-0005 
MATCHMAKERS n n n n n n n n n n n n n n n n n n n n n n

n Fern Connections | fernconnections.com  
469-785-6136
MEDIA n n n n n n n n n n n n n n n n n n n n n n n n n n n n n n n

n Affinity Magazine | affinityincmagazine.com
844-882-8864
n Dallas Voice | The Premiere Media Source 
for LGBTQ Texas | dallasvoice.com
1825 Market Center Blvd, #240 | 214-754-8710
n DFW Gay Live!
Online source for LGBTQ Events | DFWGay.com 
n He Said Dallas | Must see, do, eat & more 
for gay Dallas | hesaiddallas.com
n National LGBT Media Association
nationalgaymediaassociation.com
n OUT North Texas | The premier LGBT Visitors 
Guide for North Texas | outntx.com
1825 Market Center Blvd., #240 | 214-754-8710
MORTGAGE & REFINANCE n n n n n n n n n n n n n

n Caliber Home Loans | Christian Johnson, 
Branch Manager | homeloansbychristian.com
3100 Monticello Ave., Ste. 150 | 214-763-8767 
n PrimeLending - A PlainsCapital Co.
Ron Watterson | ronwatterson.com
3500 Oak Lawn Ave., Ste. 150 | 214-926-9583
n Supreme Lending | Ramirez, Armando  
mandoramirez.supremelending.com 
214-263-5507
MOVERS n n n n n n n n n n n n n n n n n n n n n n n n n n n n n

n Fantastic Moves | FantasticMoves.com
10610 Metric, Ste. 175 | 214-349-6683 (MOVE)
MUSEUMS n n n n n n n n n n n n n n n n n n n n n n n n n n n

n Amon Carter Museum of American Art
cartermuseum.org | 3501 Camp Bowie Blvd.  
Fort Worth | 817-738-1933
n Nasher Sculpture Center 
nashersculpturecenter.org
2001 Flora St. | 214-242-5100
NURSERIES & GARDEN CENTERS n n n n n n n

n North Haven Gardens | NHG.com
7700 Northaven Road | 214-363-5316
PET ADOPTION & ANIMAL SHELTERS n n n

n SPCA of Texas | spca.org
2400 Lone Star Drive | 214-742-7722
PHARMACIES n n n n n n n n n n n n n n n n n n n n n n  n n

n Avita Pharmacy | avitapharmacy.com
750 Fort Worth Ave., Ste. H-100
214-943-5187 | 877-943-5187
PHOTOGRAPHERS n n n n n n n n n n n n n n n n n n n n

n Terry McCranie Photography
terrymccranie.com | 972-877-9546
PHYSICIANS & SURGEONS n n n n n n n n n n n n  
n LeDoux, Mark, M.D. P.A.
Interventional Spine & Pain | spinedallas.com
3500 Oak Lawn Ave., Ste. 380 | 214-888-3883
n North Texas Infectious Diseases Consultants
ntidc.org | 3409 Worth, #710 | 214-823-2533
n Medical Practice of Dr. Steven M. Pounders
3500 Oak Lawn Ave., Ste. 600 | 214-520-8833
n Prism Health North Texas | phntx.org
351 West Jefferson, Ste. 300 | 214-521-5191
n Uptown Physicians Group 
uptownphysiciansgroup.com
2801 Lemmon Ave., Ste. 400 | 214-303-1033

PUBLIC RELATIONS & MARKETING n n n n n

n JWA Public Relations | jwaylon.com
1412 Main St., Ste. 300 | 214-613-0073
REAL ESTATE n n n n n n n n n n n n n n n n n n n n n n n n n

n Atkinson, Steve | Dave Perry-Miller 
DavePerryMiller.com | 214-334-7404
n DeuPree, Joe, ABR | Scottwood Realty
deupreej@sbcglobal.net | 214-683-7224
n Durstine Jr., George H. | Scottwood Realty 
georgedrealtor@gmail.com | 214-616-4030
n The Chris Hickman Group | Ebby Halliday
chrishickmangroup.com | 469-569-1106
n Hobson, Phil, H Group | Berkshire Hathaway
weknowtx.com/philhobson | 214-659-3624
n LaPierre, Paul, GRI | Century 21 Judge Fite   
paul@4saleindallas.com | 214-564-7741 
n Murphy, Adam | Dave Perry-Miller
adammurphyhomes.com | 972-795-0125
n Puckett, Robb | Dave Perry-Miller   
robbpuckett.com | 214-403-0098  
n Scott, Danny Alan | Scottwood Realty
DannyAlanScott@gmail.com | 972-588-8304 
n Sherman, Diane | Dave Perry-Miller 
469-767-1823
n Texas Pride Realty Group 
TexasPrideRealty.com | 972-246-8853
n Jeff Updike, Weston Pugh|Dave Perry-Miller 
updikepugh.com | 214-377-2223
n Williams, Rob | Ebby Halliday 
RobWilliams.ebby.com | 214-693-5779
RESTAURANTS n n n n n n n n n n n n n n n n n n n n n n n

n Cremona Italian Bistro cremonabistro.com
2704 Worthington | 214-871-1115
n Mama’s Daughter’s Diner   
mamasdaughtersdiner.com | 214-742-8646
n Nerdvana Frisco | nerdvanafrisco.com
5757 Main St., #112 | Frisco | 214-618-9732
n Taqueria La Ventana taquerialaventana.com
3847 Cedar Springs Road | 972-432-5945
ROOF CONTRACTORS n n n n n n n n n n n n n n n n n n 
n NorthStar Roofing | NorthstarRFG.com
214-274-5596
SHIPPING AND RECEIVING SERVICES n n n

n The UPS Store on Cedar Springs & Meadow   
theupsstorelocal.com/3812
3824 Cedar Springs, 214-520-0005
n The UPS Store on Lemmon Ave.
theupsstore.com | Store #5254
4848 Lemmon Ave., Ste. 100 | 214-780-0877
SIGNAGE & BANNERS n n n n n n n n n n n n n n n n n

n FASTSIGNS | fastsigns.com/12
2629 Oak Lawn Ave. | 214-526-7446
SURROGACY & FAMILY SERVICES n n n n n n

n Family Solutions International  
familysolutionsinternational.com/lgbt
713-827-0301
n Universal Surrogacy Services, Inc.
universalsurrogacyservices.com | 800-484-0688
TITLE COMPANIES n n n n n n n n n n n n n n n n n n n  n

n Republic Title of Texas | republictitle.com
3131 Turtle Creek Blvd., #101 | 214-528-8916
TRANSPORTATION n n n n n n n n n n n n n n n n n n n n

n DART | dart.org | 214-979-1111
VETERINARY SERVICES n n n n n n n n n n n n n n n n

n Isla Veterinary Hospital | islavet.com 
14380 Marsh Lane, Ste. 110 | 972-738-1111
VITAMINS & SUPPLEMENTS n n n n n n n n n n n

n Sundrops Vitamins, Nutrition | sundrops.com
4306 N. Central Expressway | 214-521-0550 
WEDDING PLANNERS & SERVICES n n nn n n 
n LGBTWeddings.com
844-899-LOVE x 501
__________________________________
Interested in listing your business, contact us 
214.754.8710, advertising@dallasvoice.com

Market your business to the loyal 
LGBTQ community! Call us! 214-754-8710

DISCOVER
Your journey begins here 
with our go-to-resource

EXPLORE
Our dynamic Relocation Guide, 

find hidden gems in the Gayborhood

CONNECT
Our comprehensive Business Directory, 
the source for welcoming businesses
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SCENE  
PEOPLE, PLACES AND FACES

Raquel Blake at Round-Up Saloon

Fun at Roy G’s 

Shakin it at Cedar Springs Tap House

Mr Misster Mister is mixing music Shots shots shots!

Texas Puppy Club at TMC

Torrey serves up the pie Tatt’s Hot!
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11311 Harry Hines Blvd. #603
Facing Joe Field Plaza on Joe Field

972-243-2707
Sun-Thur 10am-12am
Fri & Sat 10am-3am

FIND IT ALL HERE AT 

AMAZING
INTIMATE ESSENTIALS Adult DVD, Novelties, Magazines

Watch All The Movies In  
Our World Famous 1200 Channel Arcade
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Home of the 
World Famous  

$10 Movie Pass!
Video Rooms - $10 • Over 1200 Channels

Albert at Cedar Springs Tap House Kylee O’Hara Fatale at JR.’s Hi Zaddy! Check out those pearly whites at TMC

Harmony ready to serve you in The Rose Room Eddie serves it up at Woody’s Gabi and her friend at Sue’s Daphne and Raquel in The Red Room at 
Round-Up Saloon

Vitale family Frida Monet at Round-Up Saloon Feelin blue at S4 Bleach, Cassie and Layla backstage at 
The Rose Room
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Ms. Smith

Solution on Page xx

11311 Harry Hines Blvd. #603
Facing Joe Field Plaza on Joe Field

972-243-2707
Sun-Thur 10am-12am
Fri & Sat 10am-3am

FIND IT ALL HERE AT 

AMAZING
INTIMATE ESSENTIALS Adult DVD, Novelties, Magazines

Watch All The Movies In  
Our World Famous 1200 Channel Arcade
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Home of the 
World Famous  

$10 Movie Pass!
Video Rooms - $10 • Over 1200 Channels

PUZZLE | 

Across
 1 Statue’s modesty
 protector
 5 Has sex on a carpet?
10 Benefit
14 He shot a fruit on 
 his son’s head
15 One fit for paddling
16 Alice’s Restaurant
 patron
17 Like sex for one
18 Over one’s head
19 Narrow opening
20 Start of a quote from
 Ms. Smith
23 Hydrocarbon ending
24 Stephen of 
 Breakfast on Pluto
25 Playful bite
26 Nut from Oak Lawn
29 Elroy Jetson stroked
 him
31 Org. for narcs
32 More of the quote
34 Unit of firewood
35 Bernstein’s fifth
36 Gin flavor
37 Home st. of 
 Harper Lee
39 “All’s Well That 
 ___ Well”
41 More of the quote
46 AARP concern
48 Emulate Dr. Kildare

49 Dr. Kerry Weaver’s
 helpers
50 Teaching deg.
52 Swear words
53 Ms. Smith...and the
 end of the quote
57 One with limbs 
 spread wide
58 Peace Nobelist Wiesel
59 Napped leather
60 Part of BART
61 Apples with chips
62 Condom material
63 Drumbeat start
64 Makes tattoos
65 Gave the slip to
66 Warhol critic
 Greenberg

Down
 1 Some O.C.S. grads
 2 Antidiscrimination
 letters
 3 Weight loss product
 4 Ventriloquist Wayland
 5 Alfred Kinsey’s tool
 6 Well of Loneliness author
 7 At once, to Byron
 8 Come out, perhaps
 9 One who does it 
 doggie style?
10 Home, to Dave Pallone
11 Virginia Woolf novel

12 Oscar winner for
 Hamlet
13 Place for a 
 shorthand job
21 Laura of ER
22 Tony Randall’s 
 7 Faces of Dr. ___ 
26 On the ocean
27 Cheech’s male partner
28 Texas erection
29 East of Eden son
30 Leave as is
33 Kramer, to Yale
34 Film maker Frank
37 Climb Ev’ry Mountain
 peak
38 Rest atop
40 Like the Divine 
 Miss M, morally?
42 Silver compounds
43 Toward the side
44 WNBA player, e.g.
45 Affirmation to a 
 drag queen
47 Uey from NNW
50 ___ sign (HRC logo)
51 On account of
53 Prefix with sphere
54 Cumming on 
 The L Word
55 Big initials in fashion
56 Shout at an open call
60 Cross-dresser Joan 
 of ___

Check out those pearly whites at TMC

Daphne and Raquel in The Red Room at 
Round-Up Saloon

Bleach, Cassie and Layla backstage at 
The Rose Room

Boys’ night out at S4

Dolled up at S4
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MarketPlace
Your calling card for LGBT Texas business

For  information on adverrtising, call us at:
214-754-8710 ext. 110. Visit us online at:

dallasvoice.com/marketplace

The Premier Media Source for LGBT Texas

 Employment

Legal

8610 Wooded Beck Court 
Dallas, TX 75249 • 214-693-2959

Not certified by the Texas Board of Legal Specialization

Cohabitation Agreements,
Adoption, Child Custody,

Divorce, Property Division,
Child Support

Family Law

Wills, Medical & Durable Powers of Attorney, 
Guardianship, Litigation

Estate planning and Probate

Specializing In Family,  
Estate Planning,  

Property Agreements 
& Divisions

LGBT Issues

  Legal

THE

PAINTER
Specializing In Interior Painting

25 Years Experience
Free Estimates

Extremely Meticulous
TONY R.

972-754-1536
TonyRThePainter@netscape.com

Services

MarketPlace

 Real Estate

Services

Advertising

Services
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…and so MUCH more!

2528 W. Walnut, Garland • 972-276-0893

30ml Aromas - Large Selection!
10ml Aromas $9.95

Adult
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00
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VOTED BEST MOVERS 11 YEARS & COUNTING

Fantastic Moves

Experience Counts!20+ Years Supporting the Community
214.349.6683

www.FantasticMoves.com
10610 Metric Drive, Suite # 175 Dallas, TX  75243

Services

Your Next Move 
is Key!

• Award Winning Real Estate 
• Tech Savvy Marketing Plans
• Innovative approach 
   to moving

Visit: hGroupHomes.com
Call: 214.659.3624

Phil Hobson

 Real Estate

Guardian 
Health

General Medicine
Immune Disease

Trans Health
STD Treatment

General Dermatology
Affordable Pricing

                  Dr Terry Watson
8204 Elmbrook Drive Ste. 206 (Mockingbird & Harry Hines)

214-221-8181 • drwatson@sbcglobal.net

Medical

MarketPlace
MarketPlace

Your calling card for LGBT Texas business
For  information on adverrtising, call us at:

214-754-8710 ext. 110. Visit us online at:
dallasvoice.com/marketplace

The Premier Media Source for LGBT Texas

LET US COOL YOU DOWN!
Jade Air

Air Conditioning
    & HeAting

SERVICE • SALES • INSTALLS
ALL MAJor BrAndS

reSidentiAL & CoMMerCiAL

PROMPT
EXCEPTIONAL

SERVICE!

SERVING THE LGBT COMMUNITY FOR OVER 20 YEARS!
JadeAirDallas.com 

214.522.2805
214.923.7904

Services

 Real Estate

Keller Williams 
Realty

www.MRealtyGroup.kw.com
toddmaley@aol.com

Todd Maley

214-564-9598

LET’S MAKE A
DEAL!

Proudly 
Serving 

the LGBT 
Community

 Real Estate

Michael 
Doeringsfeld
Licensee of Engel & Völkers

 U.S. Holdings, Inc.
5960 Berkshire Lane, 6th. Floor

Dallas, Texas  75225

214-457-4598
Mikedoeringsfeld@evrealestate.com

Engel & Völkers 
Dallas Park Cities 

Representing Buyers 
and Sellers

• Luxury Residential Real Estate 
• Global Reach ~ World Marketing
• Engel & Völkers is located in 33
 Countries and 3 Continents
• Excellent Value Determination  
• Fiduciary Responsibility to my
 Clients is Paramount
• 40-year Resident of Dallas with
 Knowledge in Citywide 
 Neighborhood Characteristics
• Strong Suburban Residential 
 Market Knowledge

 Real Estate




