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█  pet of the week  / HARRIETTE
Meet Harriette, a 3½-year-old, female Anatolian shepherd mix. 
She’s fluffy, large and has mostly white fur with tan markings on 
her face. Harriette is a very sweet, loving and affectionate girl. 
Some of her favorite things include going outside to play with 
her favorite people, lounging around in the sunshine and being 
brushed from head to toe. Harriette would do best in a home with 
a large yard or even a property with land. She’d prefer to be the 
only pup in your life, and she’d love to meet all family members 
before you take her home. Harriette is waiting to meet you at the 
SPCA of Texas’ Jan Rees-Jones Animal Care Center in Dallas. Now 
through April 30, you can adopt any adult dog or cat for FREE. To 
request an appointment to meet Harriette, please visit SPCA.org/
DogAdopt to submit an inquiry. 

Adoptions will be available by appointment. Adopters will need 
to submit an adoption inquiry form in order to begin the adoption 
process and schedule an appointment to complete the adoption. 
Please browse our available animals at SPCA.org/FindAPet and 
visit SPCA.org/DogAdopt to inquire about a dog or SPCA.org/
CatAdopt to inquire about a cat.

instanTEA DallasVoice.com/Instant-Tea
Highlights from the Dallas Voice Website

Gina Ortiz Jones tapped to 
become Under Secretary  
of the Air Force

President Joe Biden nominated Gina Ortiz 
Jones to the post of undersecretary of the Air 
Force. Jones ran twice for a congressional 
seat that runs from San Antonio to El Paso, an 
area larger than the state of Georgia. She was 
narrowly defeated in each election.

Jones attended college on an ROTC scholar-
ship, and, when she graduated she became an 
intelligence officer in the U.S. Air Force. She served 
in the Iraq War and earned the rank of captain.

She joined the Defense Intelligence Agency 
in 2008, specializing in Latin American issues. 
In 2016, she joined the Obama administration, 
working in the office of the U.S. Trade Represen-
tative. She continued in her role into the Trump 
administration.

 — David Taffet

Dallas Pride 2021 tickets on sale
Tickets are on sale for Dallas Pride 2021, two 

nights of outdoor, in-person variety shows that 
will “raise awareness and celebrate the LGBTQ+ 
community,” organizers announced this week.

Both nights will take place at the Band Shell 
in Fair Park and will feature an array of talent 
from North Texas. The shows will also be 
streamed online at DallasPride.org.

The celebration begins Friday, June 4,with 
Marsha Dimes hosting a show featuring per-
formances by Uptown Players, Jada Pinkett 
Fox, IDT Band, Raquel Blake, The Roommates, 
Daphne Rio, Bleach and other local artists. 
Gates open at 7 p.m., and show time is 8 
p.m. on both nights. Those attending virtually 
may log on to the livestream at DallasPride.org 
starting at 7:30 p.m.

Tickets are available at DallasPride.org/
pride2021/

— Tammye Nash

Dallas Public Libraries reopen 
May 4

The Dallas Public Library will be open for 
in-person visits beginning Tuesday, May 4. Cus-
tomers will be able to come into the building, 
browse the shelves, pick up and check out 
holds and use the computer.

To keep customers and library staff as safe 
as possible, masks are required for everyone 
age 2 and older. Hand sanitizer and masks will 

be available at the door. Building capacity will 
be reduced, and customers are asked to keep a 
six-foot distance from others.

The library asks patrons to use the 
self-checkout kiosks when possible. They are 
equipped with a new RFID system that makes 
checkout easier. Continue to return books in 
the outside bins. If you prefer to stay in your car, 
Library To Go curbside service is still available 
by appointment.

 — David Taffet

Women leaders in Texas rallied at 
the Capitol on Wednesday, calling on 
lawmakers to reject bills targeting trans 
youth. LGBTQ state representatives Celia 
Israel, Jessica Gonzalez and Julie Johnson 
(at the microphone) were among those who 
attended. (Photo courtesy of Josh Shook)
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Puppeteer Gabriel Quirk, 
back on the renaissance 
festival circuit after a year of 
plague, talks about his life in the 
performing arts

TAMMYE NASH  |  Managing Editor
nash@dallasvoice.com

or Gabriel Quirk perfor-
mance art has always 
been a way of life, from 
working at a renais-
sance festival in upstate 
New York as a teenager, 
to his days on the streets 
of San Francisco with 
the Sisters of Perpetual 

Indulgence to now, when he is back on 
the renfaire circuit as Sir Real the Pup-
pet Man. Through the end of May, Quirk 
will be strolling the lanes of Scarborough 
Renaissance Festival in Waxahachie, de-
lighting visitors with his imaginative 
and intricately-detailed puppets — from 
the “humanette” Baby to his Venetian 
gondola. This week, he took time to an-
swer a few questions about his life and 
his art for Dallas Voice.

Dallas Voice: You said you live in Vermont, 
right? What do you do back in Vermont 
when you aren’t on the road? Do you 
have a partner or other family there?  
Gabriel “Sir Real” Quirk: When the world 
is not in a pandemic I’m on the road 
nearly 10 months of the year. I work as 
an entertainer in renaissance festivals In 
Florida, Texas, Wisconsin (near Chicago), 
New York and Maryland. Home is in White 
River Junction, Vermont, and it’s just as 
cute as it sounds. There my partner of 20 
years waits patiently or comes and visits 
where I am. I also have a studio there 
where I build new costumes and puppets 
and maintain the collection. I’m also the 
proud donor dad to three wonderful sons 
who are raised by their moms, one in 
Vermont and the twins in Boston. 

What did you do before Sir Real? And 
how did Sir Real come to be? Was 
he birthed from what you did for a 
living before, or was he birthed from 

your hobbies and interests? I’ve been 
performing since I was a child, including 
at a renaissance faire that started near 
me when I was a teenager in upstate New 
York. After high school, I wasted no time 
and jumped on a Greyhound bus for San 
Francisco.

My training in theater and puppetry was 
through a series of individual artists who 
took me under their wings and also doing 
Street Theater with the Sisters of Perpet-
ual Indulgence and the Radical Faeries. 
This was San Francisco in the early ‘80s.

Before Sir Real the Puppet Man, I had anoth-
er act with my then-drag mother — al-
though that term didn’t exist yet — called 
The Puppetears of Ecstasy. We were 
primarily dancers in a form popular then 
called Contact Improvisation, to which we 
added insane costume transformations 
and marionettes. We started performing 
at some renaissance festivals, and that 
led us to move to New York, where we 
performed in East Village clubs and some 
big AIDS benefits.

We moved to Vermont in 1990 to start an 

intentional community for radical faeries, 
and as time marched on, we parted ways, 
and I re-invented myself as Sir Real, the 
Puppet man, a solo act. My partner Matt 
is happy to stay in the back of the house, 
lol.

How did you learn the art of puppetry? 
I’ve had a number of teachers over the 
years, but the thread of my education has 
always been self-directed. Sesame Street 
came on the air when I was in kindergar-
ten and I knew right then what I wanted 
to do.

You make your puppets yourself, right? 
Where do you get your inspiration? I 
do make them myself, and I also make 
puppets and props for other performers 
sometimes. Inspiration is a mysterious 
thing. Certainly, experiencing all kinds of 
art and culture builds a fertile ground in 
my mind for new ideas to emerge, and 
there have been so many projects over the 
years that one idea can lead to the next.

That said, I’ve always been drawn to camp 
and the absurd. Fellini, John Waters, 
Commedia dell’Arte and Mardi Gras. Until 

this last year, I had only missed two Mardi 
Gras in 40 years.

How long does it take to create/put 
together one of your larger creations 
— like the caterpillar or the gondola 
or the horse? What about the smaller, 
more “traditional” puppets?  Usually, 
a big costume can come together over 
a few weeks. But before the actual build 
happens, it’s rattling around in my head, 
sometimes for years. A lot of resources 
and engineering go into a costume.

Also, it’s only practical to bring so many with 
me on the road. My whole act squeezes 
into a van and utility trailer. So, a new 
character has to be really vetted in my 
mind to replace an older, successful one. 
Still, it does happen, and I’m excited to 
bring out new things to share with our 
audiences that return each year. The Gon-
dola is the most recent costume, and it 
was actually a test for a bigger project I’m 
building at another festival, a walk-through 
attraction called Journey to Venice. It’s an 
immersive art installation in the form of a 
carnival sideshow, with peep shows along 

the Grand Canal and mirror illusions. [ED-
ITOR’S NOTE: Sir Real’s gondola holds a 
number of Venetian buildings, each with 
windows that allow the spectator to look 
inside and scenes set inside.]

Each puppet has its own unique char-
acter and special touches, sometimes 
things that people might not notice at 
first glance — like the little scenes you 
see when you look in the buildings of 
Venice inside the gondola. Why is it 
worth it to you to take that extra time 
and effort on those little details? When 
an artist captures someone’s attention, 
that’s the beginning of a journey. There 
has to be somewhere for that journey to 
go, and further details can offer that path. 
It’s why characters in a novel or movie 
have backstories. That’s what makes 
them interesting and real.

My costumes are more like living sculp-
tures, and while there isn’t a time-based 
narrative, the slow reveal of detail invites 
the viewer to stay with me a little longer 
to see what is there and what will happen. 
Also, because I’m in the lanes of the faire,  
people like to watch as new people come 
upon me, and it starts again. This is espe-
cially true with Baby, a “humanette” baby 
in a stilt high chair. 

How much time do you spend on the road 
each year? About how many different 
festivals do you participate in? I work in 
five large festivals a year and a number of 
small weekend shows, as well as non-re-
naissance events like the Muses Parade 
at Mardi Gras and some corporate events. 
This has me on tour for almost 10 months. 
During that time, I zoom home for a few 
days here and there and have a solid 
home period between November and 
the middle of January — the best time to 

From the 
Sisters to Sir

Sir Real with his caterpillar-to-butterfly puppet (Courtesy Scott Fischer)
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have backstories. That’s what makes 
them interesting and real.

My costumes are more like living sculp-
tures, and while there isn’t a time-based 
narrative, the slow reveal of detail invites 
the viewer to stay with me a little longer 
to see what is there and what will happen. 
Also, because I’m in the lanes of the faire,  
people like to watch as new people come 
upon me, and it starts again. This is espe-
cially true with Baby, a “humanette” baby 
in a stilt high chair. 

How much time do you spend on the road 
each year? About how many different 
festivals do you participate in? I work in 
five large festivals a year and a number of 
small weekend shows, as well as non-re-
naissance events like the Muses Parade 
at Mardi Gras and some corporate events. 
This has me on tour for almost 10 months. 
During that time, I zoom home for a few 
days here and there and have a solid 
home period between November and 
the middle of January — the best time to 

be in Vermont, haha. My partner has his 
own business to manage and is mostly 
home, but he joins me when he can for a 
few days. Since I work outdoors, my tour 
follows the nice weather. So I can lure him 
away — especially in the winter.

Do you see any distinctive regional differ-
ences in renaissance festivals — either 
the festivals themselves or the people 
who attend? How is Scarborough Re-
naissance Festival here in North Texas 
different from, say, a festival in Wis-
consin? Every festival is it’s own village, 

SISTERS, Page 14

Sir Real with his caterpillar-to-butterfly puppet (Courtesy Scott Fischer)
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Most banks avoid issues that 
affect the lives of LGBTQ people

DAVID TAFFET  |  Senior Staff Writer
taffet@dallasvoice.com

fter Resource Center’s 
Leslie McMurray tran-

sitioned, she tried to 
close an account she 

had with her ex-
wife. “We were 

divorced, and I 
didn’t want to 

be responsible for her charges,” McMur-
ray explained.

But because McMurray’s new identi-
fication didn’t match what was on file 
with the bank, the bank officer wouldn’t 
close the account, telling McMurray that 
her ex-husband would have to close it 
instead.

More confusion followed when the 
bank official realized the ex was a wom-
an, especially since this happened in 
2013 — pre-marriage equality.

McMurray said she didn’t keep her 
old ID, but even if she had that wouldn’t 
have worked. She had a different ad-
dress, and would have only looked like  
the sister of that person pictured on her 
previous ID.

After McMurray got remarried, she 
and her new wife decided to open a new 

joint account. By then, McMurray had 
a credit history, but her wife had none. 
All that came up under credit history for 
that social security number was for her 
dead name. They did eventually manage 
to open their new joint account, but only 
after outing themselves to the bank em-
ployees.

Now Rob Curtis came up with a solu-
tion for folks who find themselves in 
that situation: Daylight, the first digital 
bank geared specifically to the LGBTQ 
community.

Curtis describes himself as a “serial 
entrepreneur.” But the idea of a bank 
geared to the LGBTQ community’s 
needs really began with one of his first 
ventures. It was called Gaydar.com, and 
it was an early gay hook-up site. He said 
he saw some of the conversations going 
on, and, after the leather or sex talk, he 
said, guys would talk about a variety of 
other subjects. And among the odd top-
ics that regularly came up were finances 
and banking.

“I realized we were hacking our way 
through our financial lives,” Curtis said.

Banking targeting a niche market isn’t 
new. In the 1990s, Dallas Gay and Lesbi-
an Alliance opened a credit union at the 
Gay and Lesbian Community Center. In 
the end it failed because it didn’t reach 
enough people.

Curtis said he isn’t surprised the cred-

QUEER, Next Page

Queer banking

 Rob Curtis
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it union didn’t last. Brick and mortar 
banks, he explained, appeal to a geo-
graphic neighborhood. To reach a com-
munity that isn’t defined by geography, 
online banking is the way to go, he said.

And just catering to the LGBTQ com-
munity? Other online start-up banks are 
targeting the Black and brown markets, 
disability community and Asians. So why 
not an online bank for LGBTQ people.

But who’s backing these ventures and 
why? Citibank has signed on as a backer 
for Curtis’ venture, and Curtis said oth-
er major banks are close to signing deals 
with the company as well. They already 
know they’re not reaching these niche 
markets in the same way they’re reach-
ing straight, white people, he said. So, 
his bank is an appealing opportunity.

Does a company like Citi do more than 
most to accommodate trans customers? 
Sure. They’ve had the right policies in 
place for years. But if they over-embrace 
the LGBTQ community, they may lose 
some of their conservative customers, 
Curtis explained.

With Daylight, “We can get super-lib-
eral without losing much of the commu-
nity,” he noted.

Curtis said he has looked into a num-
ber of ways to help trans customers. He 
realized that when someone transitions, 
they lose their entire earlier credit histo-
ry. So he’s working with Experian to find 
ways to merge the old credit history with 
the new identity.

And that’s nothing revolutionary, 
Curtis stressed. When a straight wom-
an marries and changes her last name 
to her husband’s last, her credit history 
is merged into her new identity. For a 
trans person, it’s simply one additional 
new piece of information: Their name 
has changed, and their sex has changed. 
Neither change has much to do with 
banking — just identity. But the credit 
and debts remain the same.

When same-sex couples marry and 
change their names, some banks are better 
about changing the paperwork than oth-
ers. For Daylight, it will be as natural as it is 
for a brick-and-mortar bank to do a name 
change for a straight marriage or divorce.

An LGBTQ bank should offer prod-
ucts that appeal to the way the commu-
nity lives, Curtis said. For example, tran-
sitioning can be extremely expensive. 
While other banks don’t, Daylight will 
offer loans to transition. 

In the LGBTQ community, we form 

families in a number of ways, and some 
of those ways are more costly than oth-
ers. For example, for those starting a 
family by hiring a surrogate, it can be 
a very expensive process. But Daylight 
can help finance those family-building 
expenses.

Visa knows it can add business by 
working with the specialty bank. Day-
light customers will be able to get a Day-
light Visa debit card issued in their cho-
sen name, no matter what their ID says. 
That’s not something most banks will 
do. For convenience, the card features no 
required minimum balance and allows 
one free ATM withdrawal per month.

Curtis said he’s not looking to replace 
every card in everyone’s pocket. But 
he’s hoping to be “on top of the wallet,” 
meaning he wants the Daylight card to 
be the card people pull out first. One 
incentive, he hopes, is knowing a per-
centage of profits will go back into the 
community. He isn’t expecting to help 
fund the large, national LGBTQ organi-
zations, but those that deal directly with 
some of the biggest problems faced by 
some members of the community — like 
homelessness.

Many banks hold seminars on taxa-
tion and financial planning. Daylight ran 
one this week for drag queens exploring 
such issues such as whether the tape 
used when getting into drag is tax de-
ductible. (Yes, it is — along with the rest 
of what you wear on stage).

Curtis said he’s expecting a big roll out 
of the bank in August, although Daylight 
already has about 2,500 customers using 
its beta version. Anyone interested in an 
account can contact the bank through its 
website, JoinDaylight.com, and get on a 
waiting list. Trans customers are being 
given priority, since they are the mem-
bers of the community facing the biggest 
obstacles in traditional banking.

And at this point rather than just cus-
tomers who are looking to park money 
in the bank, Curtis is looking for cus-
tomers who’ve run into obstacles in the 
traditional banking system and have 
suggestions or ideas of ways an LGBTQ 
bank can serve the community better 
than banks they’ve used in the past. In 
other words, he wants to hear your bank-
ing horror stories and figure out ways to 
serve the community better.

And, of course, Daylight is a member 
of FDIC, and deposits are insured to 
$250,000.           █
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Black Tie co-chairs announce 
beneficiaries, unveil logos 

FROM STAFF REPORTS

lack Tie Dinner an-
nounced its 17 bene-
ficiaries and revealed 
the 40th anniversary 
logo for 2021 during 
the digital kickoff 
Thursday, April 29. 
Black Tie Dinner is the 

largest event of its kind in the U.S., and 
this year’s event is set for Nov. 13.

BTD’s Senior Co-Chair Brad Pritchett 
said the nonprofits chosen as beneficiaries 
said this year are a “diverse, well-round-
ed group of incredibly hard-working or-
ganizations that make a massive, positive 
impact in our local LGBTQ community.”

He added, “Selecting our beneficiaries 
is one of the most important and tough-
est decisions our board makes every 
year, but it is also the most rewarding be-
cause of the amazing work these organi-
zations are doing to serve North Texas.”

Local beneficiaries returning for 2021 
are AIDS Services of Dallas, Big Broth-
er Big Sisters Lone Star, Cathedral of 
Hope United Church of Christ, Cele-
bration Community Church, Coalition 

of Aging LGBT, Equality Texas Founda-
tion, Health Education Learning Proj-
ect, Lambda Legal Defense & Educa-
tion Fund, Legacy Counseling Center, 
Northaven United Methodist Church, 
Planned Parenthood of Greater Texas, 
Promise House, Resource Center, Turtle 
Creek Chorale and Uptown Players.

New to the beneficiaries list this year is 
Dallas Hope Charities. And Black Tie Din-
ner’s returning national beneficiary is the 
Human Rights Campaign Foundation.  

Black Tie Dinner unveiled its 40th an-
niversary logo during the kickoff event 
Thursday, and dinner officials launched 
the return of The Black Tie Ambassador 
Program, its digital peer-to-peer fund-
raising campaign.

“Due to the success of last year’s Am-
bassador Program, we decided to ex-
tend this year-round giving campaign 
throughout our 2021 fundraising year,” 
Junior Co-chair Terry Loftis said. “We 
are extremely grateful for the support of 
our Black Tie Dinner friends and allies, 
and this will give us the opportunity 
to connect with even more community 
members in 2021 to fundraise for our 
beneficiaries as we celebrate our historic 
40th Dinner.”

The Ambassador Program played a 
key role in the organization’s success in 

BLACK TIE, Page 16

Black Tie Dinner Co-chairs Brad Pritchett, left, and Terry Loftis unveiled the dinner’s “40th” logo 
on Thursday 

Kicking off
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Putting People 

FIRST!
FOR SAFETY

Created three business crime watch organizations

FOR SENIORS
Helped create a call center network of nonprofits and 
closed city amenities like library and recreation staff 
to call seniors to check in on them to offer resources 

and to help prevent isolation and loneliness

FOR STREETS
Passed nearly $600 million in bond funds 

to fix roads throughout Dallas

FOR JOBS & WAGES
Passed first-ever business district Neighborhood 

Empowerment Zone for small and medium businesses

FOR PARKS & RECREATION
Constructed a trail around the 
Pavaho Wetlands in Los Altos

FOR TAX RELIEF
Voted four years in a row to lower 

the property tax rate

REGARDING THE PANDEMIC
Passed eviction moratorium ordinance 

for families affected by COVID-19

Set up vaccination registration hubs 
with local nonprofits and churches, 

as well as with local elected officials.

FOR PRIDE
Helped pass an ordinance to commemorate June as 
Pride Month in Dallas annually in June and fly the 

official City of Dallas Pride Flag at City Hall

Advocated and added fully comprehensive 
healthcare benefits, including gender-affirming 

surgeries for transgender employees

Earned a 100% score all four years serving on 
council for the HRC’s Municipal Equality Index

FOR THE ENVIRONMENT
Appointed by Mayor Johnson as Chair of the first 

Environmental Committee and passed the City’s first 
Environmental Plan (CECAP)

FOR AFFORDABLE HOUSING
Reduced the tax rate four years 

in a row for property owners

RECOGNITIONS
“LGBTQ North Texans of the Year” 

— Dallas Voice 2020
“Best Dallas City Council Member” 

— Dallas Observer 2018 
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Omarfordallas.com
Pol. Adv. Pd. by Omar Narvaez Campaign.
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with its own quality which comes from 
the people who work there, the people 
who attend the festival and the character 
of management, as well as the time of 
year and prevailing weather. Because of 
all these factors It’s hard to know what 
role a region plays in the personality of a 
festival.

Scarborough Renaissance Festival is cele-
brating her 40th year, and that makes it 
one of more established and storied festi-
vals on the circuit. In addition to the North 
Texas excitement of tornados, a unique 
feature of Scarborough is that it is so ex-
pansive as parkland. Some faires can get 
uncomfortably crowded, but in this year 
of social distancing, Scarborough Faire 
is well suited to accommodate people 
comfortably so they feel safe being in our 
world. And people have been so grateful 
and joyful to be here this year.

As with all the festivals, lots of people come 
in costume. This year the costumers are 
making masks appropriate to their look 
and bringing so much levity and humor to 
what has been a contentious public de-
bate. We ask everyone to remain masked 
when not eating or drinking, and most 
people do. For that we are really grateful.

How difficult was the past year for you 
with so many of the festivals cancelled 
or delayed because of the pandem-
ic? From your perspective, how did 
the pandemic and the resulting shut 
downs, etc., affect the renfaire com-
munity of performers and vendors. Do 
people seem to be bouncing back? Or 
have we lost some forever? I was work-
ing in a festival near Fort Lauderdale, Fla., 
when we closed  early. I drove home not 
knowing what would happen next, along 
with everyone else. There was no work 
until Scarborough Faire [this year].

As an “independent contractor,” I qualified 
for unemployment under the Pandemic 
Unemployment Act, and that saved me. It 
allowed me to be home for a whole year, 
which had not happened in my adult life.

I worked on new projects, cooked a lot and 
renewed my relationship with my partner. I 
feel really blessed.  Some people did take 
this opportunity to begin a new chapter 
in their lives or chose to continue to stay 
home for now. We all had to make our 
choices to return and when. The good 
news is that people are coming to the 
festival, wearing their masks, mostly, and 
they are shopping with our artisans. We 
feel like a new wave of audience is dis-
covering the renaissance faire, and they 
are loving it.

Historically, after the plagues of the Middle 
Ages came the renaissance. So I guess it 
stands to reason. Also, it’s been building 
for a few years but our audience has also 
become quite diverse. You might think 
that a historical festival based on the 
English Renaissance might attract a “cer-
tain” crowd. But the festival community is 
so welcoming, and the costume element 
is so playful, that more people of all 
ethnicities feel welcome and have a great 
time. The people watching is unmatched.

This is also true for the LGBTQ community. 
It’s kind of unusual, especially in this part 
of the world, to mix gender non-conform-
ing kids wearing unicorn horns and purple 
hair with families pushing strollers or sexy 
fur clad barbarians at the joust next to a 
bunch of cowboys and bikers, and girls 
walking holding hands and some bears in 
kilts. We see it every day and I love it.

In our magic little world, people can get 
re-acquainted with each other and their 
shared humanity. It gives me hope for the 
world.

SISTERS, From Page 7

Sir Real and his pony (Courtesy Scarborough Renaissance Festival)
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Sir Real and his pony (Courtesy Scarborough Renaissance Festival)
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2020 when the COVID-19 
pandemic forced the can-
cellation of the tradition-
al sit-down dinner and 
program, and organizers 
had to find a new direc-
tion and plan of action.

Thursday’s digital 
kickoff also featured a 
diverse mix of segments 
highlighting the orga-
nization’s mission to 
educate, empower and 
entertain, including a 
historic look back at Black 
Tie Dinner’s first 39 years 
and spotlighting several 
historic Oak Lawn land-
marks.

“After 39 years and nearly $26 million 
dollars raised, it was important for us 
to reflect on our rich and colorful past 
while shining a light on cultural land-
marks such as the Trans Mural, Legacy 
of Love monument and recent beau-
tification projects on Cedar Springs,” 
Pritchett said.

The two co-chairs said their board ex-

pects demand for tickets to this year’s 
event in November to be high, and they 
encouraged individuals and companies to 
sign up to become a sponsor as quickly as 
possible. In addition to presenting sponsor 
BBVA, Park Place Motorcars is also back, 
providing the 2021 Mercedes-Benz that 
will be given away by raffle.          █

For more info on how to become a sponsor, 
buy your raffle ticket, donate an auction and 
more, visit BlackTie.org.

BLACK TIE, From Page 12

Black Tie Dinner Co-chairs Brad Pritchett, left, and Terry Loftis 
visited several Oak Lawn landmarks during the 2021 digital kick-
off event.
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On behalf of myself, the board of 
Log Cabin Republicans of Tex-
as, our chapter members across 

the state and all those whose views we 
represent, I would like to extend a per-
sonal thank you to Dallas Voice for do-
ing two things the media, mainstream 
or “LGBT,” rarely do: acknowledge that 
conservative gay, bi and trans people 
exist and have different views; and re-
porting what we actually said, instead of 
supplanting our words with their re-in-
terpretations, in their report published 
April 21, 2020 [on Log Cabin Republi-
cans of Texas’ stance on House Bill 4042 
and Senate Bill 29 being considered in 
the 87th Texas Legisla-
ture].

Now, it’s true 
that the Dallas 
Voice negative-
ly mischaracter-
izes our position 
on a very sensi-
tive issue, labeling 
it as “anti-trans,” and 
claims we use an “out-
dated” term when refer-
ring to trans people, implying it 
is insulting or, at best, inappro-
priate. The Voice also indicates 
they think something is amiss 
when we appear to be “suggest-
ing that not everyone who says 
they are transgender actually are.”

Let me address these characterizations 
first.

Whether something is “anti” anything 
is, by definition, always a matter of opin-
ion. It would be better if the media re-
turned to the better days of journalism 
when they only reported what others 
said, instead of what they themselves 
think — no matter how superior they 
deem their own opinion. In this case, the 
Voice could have quoted persons or or-
ganizations responding to positions sim-
ilar to ours. Of course, by listing these it 
would become clear to the independent 
reader that those that think our position 

is “an-
ti-trans” 
are either 
largely 
left-pro-
gressive 
advocates, 
or woke 
corpora-
tions who 
have tak-
en a hard 
turn left 
in recent 

years.
Regarding the use of a term the Voice 

labels outdated, 
we invite 

anyone to 
review 
our 
FAQ 
section 

[located 
on the Log 

Cabin web-
site at Log-

CabinTexas.us/
lcr-texas-statement-

faqs-hb-4042/] that 
includes a detailed explanation 
on the use of this terminolo-
gy based on science for specific 

policy issues and how that differs 
from ordinary polite use in social 

settings. This difference in use is true of 
many terms dealing with issues of sex-
uality. Our use is appropriate, accurate 
and respectful in its context.

Lastly, on the question as to whether 
“everyone who says they are transgen-
der actually are,” that some people claim 
a transgender identity and then renounce 
it is a documented fact, and it is a fact re-
cently witnessed by members of my own 
home chapter in Houston. Evidence of 
this can be provided to the Dallas Voice 
for their confidential review.

Yet, that this happens in no way has 
any relevance as to the reality of the ex-

perience of the person who is truly trans, 
and we should not fear acknowledging 
it. This is one of the real, complicating 
issues in this public debate, and to pre-
tend it does not exist does no service to 
anyone. If we do not admit the truth of 
complicating factors in areas of conten-
tion in the public square, then we cannot 
earn the trust of the public in addressing 
those issues that affect us all in different 
ways, nor can we come up with policy 
solutions that deal with the world as it 
really is.

We are not anti-trans. But the funda-
mentalist far right and progressive hard 
left, along with much of the media, share 
a common goal: to portray all gay, bi and 
trans people as all in line with the agenda 
of the progressive Left under the banner 
of “LGBT” rights. For the far right, they 
seek to promote the idea that no gay, bi 
or trans person, or anyone that supports 
them, could honestly support conserva-
tive values of any kind, and so we are 
suspect as conservatives. And for the far 
left — well, it is exactly the same. Yet, a 
quarter of gay, bi and trans people voted 
Republican in the last election, and sur-
veys show strong majorities of Republi-
cans under 40 support backing the rights 
of people identified as “LGBT.”

We don’t have to think the Dallas 
Voice intentionally mischaracterized our 
stance or did so for ill motives. We just 
think the Voice is mistaken.

And so I come back to my reason for 
gratitude to the Dallas Voice. They did 
something we at Log Cabin Republicans 
in Texas, and no doubt Log Cabin Re-
publicans elsewhere in the country, rare-
ly see. The Dallas Voice, for all its earnest 
disagreement with our policy positions, 
still dutifully acknowledged the exis-
tence of gay, bi and trans conservatives, 
and the ally Republican women and men 
who support them, and let us speak for 
ourselves. For that rare act of journalis-
tic integrity when it comes to Log Cabin 
Republicans, the Dallas Voice deserves 
credit.                           █

Acknowledging the existence 
of LGBT conservatives



18     dallasvoice.com     █     04.30.21

profile

A trans artist wanted to see 
a trans ‘badass’ onscreen. 
Now she can

GEORGE ELKIND  |  Q Syndicate

A fter years of collaborating 
on shorts films around the 
East coast, filmmakers André 

Phillips and Charles Vuolo shared a gut 
feeling: They were both ready to make 
a feature-length production. But they 
weren’t sure what to make it about. 

Then in 2014 they met trans artist 
Celia Harrison on the set of a music 
video in which she was performing. Still 
weighing the subject themselves, they 
asked her what kind of story she’d most 
like to see onscreen. She answered, “I’d 

love to see a film with a transgender 
protagonist that’s a badass.”

Specifically, she explained, she want-
ed to see a trans character who wasn’t 
framed as a victim, or, at the very least, 
one that wasn’t sad all the time.

And now, in their new film Lupe, cur-
rently streaming on HBO Max and HBO 
Latino, the creators are finally present-
ing a figure just as tough and fearless as 
they’d imagined. 

Working with Harrison on the script 
(she also fills a key supporting role), 
they created a character for whom 
strength is a key component, embod-
ied in the historically male-gendered 
practice of boxing — someone unafraid 
to traverse New York streets even in the 
dark; someone who, while flawed, could 
serve as the hero of their own story.

Over the film’s trajectory, Lupe (Puer-
to Rican actor Rafael Albarrán), a recent 
Cuban immigrant, searches for their 
missing sister Isabel (Lucerys Medina) 
while navigating both the world of 
low-budget sex work in New York and 
their own gender identity in the process. 
Featuring frank, sometimes harsh dis-
cussions of transgender and immigrant 
life punctuated with bursts of violence, 
the film presses on ideas of gender by 
forcing its character to navigate the 
spaces of boxing and sex work both — 
spheres often seen, respectively as male 
and female worlds. 

“One of the most beautiful things in 
the film is that we’re constantly going 
from masculine to feminine, and we 
see that some people are trapped in 
their masculinity and some people are 

trapped in their femininity,” says Albar-
rán, who identifies as non-binary and 
uses he/she/they pronouns. “At the 
end of the day, all these constructs are 
just traps. And it’s really beautiful for 
the character of Lupe to really empower 
herself and look for what is authentic to 
her.”

Preparing for the role — which 
involved whirlwind days rushing from 
Muay Thai training to fitting sessions 
for women’s clothes before an initial 
two-week shoot — helped shape Albar-
rán’s own trajectory as much as Lupe’s.

“The more I was reading about the 
trans experience, the more I was inform-
ing myself about gender and femininity, 
the more I started questioning those 
things,” Albarrán says. “So that explo-
ration that the character does in the █ TRANS Page 22

Trans truths

Rafael Albarran stars in Lupe, now on HBO.
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movie — I feel that came really close to 
me because that was an exploration that 
I was doing myself.”

For both directors, working with 
trans collaborators and creating an at-
mosphere that welcomed improvisation 
and exploration proved key in building 
out the film’s emotional world. The 
main goal, often, was to stay out of the 
way of the performances.

“One thing we asked our crew, 
whoever we would work with — this 
is a film about humanity, this is about 
people,” says Vuolo. “As much as I love 
beautiful dolly shots or beautiful crane 
shots of buildings, it’s about Rafael, and 
Isabel. It’s about these characters, so get 
in there and get close.

█ TRANS Page 22

Charles Vuolo and Andre Phillips on the set of Lupe

Rafael Albarran stars in Lupe, now on HBO.
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dining

Las Almas Rotas’ entrees were 
overly spicy, but the appetizers 
made up for it

JOEY CASIANO  |  Food Critic
 joeycasiano11@gmail.com

As I entered Las Almas Rotas on 
my recent visit, I immediately 
felt at home. There’s no host as 

you enter, which is refreshing; it feels 
more like you’re entering a friend’s 
house and making yourself at home. 
The bar area resembles a cantina one 
might see in a movie, and the bartend-
ers immediately greeted me with a glass 
of water. This is what differentiates a 
good restaurant from 
a bad one: quick and 
hospitable service 
offering everything I 
need, nothing I don’t.

Another advan-
tage is the large open 
windows that allow 
for natural airflow, 
and at the bar there 
are even little signs 
exclaiming “nope!” to 
remind guests to keep 
a safe social distance. 

Outside 
seating is 
also avail-
able. 

The two 
employees 

working the bar were exceptionally 
friendly and attentive. The ambiance is 
warm and inviting, and they even had 
quality Mexican music playing, contrib-
uting to the authenticity of the concept. 
On display behind the bar, on shelves 
seemingly 20 feet tall, is an abundance 
of exquisite agave varietals, many of 
which are supplied by Bar and Garden 
Dallas on Ross Avenue, a local gem and 
my favorite spot to shop at whether I’m 
craving wine, beer, liquor or just a really 

Appetizers  
worth dancing to

Las Almas Rotas
3615 Parry Ave., Dallas

Dine in/Drive-thru/Delivery
Opens at 5 p.m. weekdays; 

2 p.m. weekends
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cute necklace.
This, combined with the rustic decor, 

makes Las Almas Rotas feel unique and 
enticing.

For my first cocktail, the bartender 
recommended I try “The Great Escape,” 

substituting mezcal instead of tequila 
for a smokier flavor. With a list of ingre-
dients including pineapple, lime, vanilla 
bean and habanero bitters, it sounded 
perfect. She served the drink in a simple 
rocks glass with a nice tajin-like garnish. 
I took a sip and although the habanero 
bitters were very apparent, the drink fell 
flat. I requested an extra dash of simple 
syrup, and that carried through the fla-
vors and created that exquisite cocktail 
the menu described.

I sipped on my Great Escape until my 
first courses arrived. These included 
pork belly chicharrones, chips, guac and 
salsa verde, as well as the esquites, their 
take on elote. I waited a while for it to 
arrive, but I don’t necessarily consider 
that a bad thing, since quality dishes 
take a bit longer to prepare.

I started with the chicharrones — 
perfectly fatty, savory and salty, with 
limes to squeeze on them. They were so 
delicious I could have made a smoothie 
out of them. Next, the esquites, which 
was perfectly balanced. I’m not usually 
one to go for elote type dishes, but I 
would serve this at my wedding just to 
eat it while I dance to Selena.

Then came the chips, guac and salsa 
verde. Guacamole is sacred to me; it’s 
one of the few dishes which tells you 
more about the chef than their full re-

sume does. Avocado is already fatty, so 
simply adding the appropriate amount 
of salt and acid is what makes it enjoy-
able. This guacamole was especially 
delectable, a rarity in Dallas restaurants. 
The salsa verde was fresh and also well 
balanced; it tasted like dipping a chip 
into a garden of greens. I couldn’t have 
been happier with these first courses.

Then came my entrees. Unfortunately, 
I was very disappointed by both.

The first entree, chicken enchiladas, a 
staple of any Mexican menu, was way 
too spicy. For the record, I’m Mexican; 
I grew up on traditional Mexican food, 
and my grandma’s chile is still the 
spiciest west of the Mississippi. The 
sauce used here was a “morita” chile 
sauce, made from a smoked, dried 
red jalapeño pepper, which is usually 
seemingly harmless compared to other 
fermented peppers. But this sauce was 
obviously over-reduced. It was plain 
and lacking in salt and fat. Even though 
the sauce threatened to overwhelm my 
taste buds, I could definitely tell the 
chicken inside the enchilada was cooked 
to perfection. I still had to send it back.

I also accepted the bartender’s 
suggestion for my second cocktail, a 
“Daiquiri de Mexico,” made with one of 
my favorite rums, Uruapan Charanda 
Blanco. This soothed my palette and 
gave me hope for the next entree.

When the carnitas torta arrived, I im-
mediately dug in. First bite was tasty — 
nothing fancy, which is kind of the point 
of carnitas. But this dish still needed 
something. It came with what seemed 
like an avocado aioli, so I opened the 
torta and slathered the sauce all over it. 
Somewhat tasty, but still not impressive 
— no acid, no salt. Then came the third 
bite and … Fire in the hole! It was not as 
spicy as the enchiladas but still unpleas-
ant enough for me to not want to take 
another bite.

Overall, I had a wonderful time at Las 
Almas Rotas. It is a quality establish-
ment, although it does seem they may 
need to re-evaluate preparation meth-
ods and maybe some retraining to get 
the heart of house all on the same page, 
so that each dish is of the same high 
quality as those fantastic appetizers.

I know Las Almas Rotas is capable of 
producing delicious entrees because my 
first courses were perfect. And the inte-
rior design and general environment are 
pleasing and quaint. I look forward to 
returning and giving Las Almas Rotas 
another chance to deliver well-balanced, 
appetizing entrees.          █

Appetizers  
worth dancing to
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“Don’t worry about any of the typical 
concerns. Just get close, get emotional, 
let them breathe.”

Working with trans collaborators was 
key for the directors. Harrison, who 
collaborated on the film throughout, 
did more than just fact-check. She took 
creative risks and often provided ideas 
that drove entire scenes.

“She was interested in doing things 
that we would never have done or been 
bold enough to do,” Vuolo remembers, 
citing a longer scene in which Harrison 
appears nude in the bathtub and dis-
cusses intimate, personal details recalled 
from her own experience.

“You’re the one putting yourself out 
there, you’re the one lying there, you’re 
the one talking about this stuff. And 
we’ll film it,” Vuolo recalls telling her. 
“It sounds incredible and emotional 
and intense. But we would never have 
written a scene like that; we wouldn’t 
have known how.”

In editing, though, the production 
hit a snag. The loose 47-page shooting 
script (90-100 is customary for a short 
feature) that had created such a welcom-
ing set environment left the team strug-
gling to find a structure for the film. 

“We had looked at moments and 
scenes 200 times; we couldn’t make 
heads or tails of it,” says Vuolo. “We 
ended up finding a phenomenal editor 
in Shiran Amir, who just brought this 
thing to life. Not only did she bring the 
footage and all the wonderful perfor-
mances that everyone gave us to life, 
she brought an entire post team.”

That team included Kerry Michelle 
O’Brien, who was moved to tears by 
what she saw as a rare, truly rounded 
trans character in one of Amir’s early 
cuts — so much so that she came on 
board as both transgender consultant 
and executive producer. As an advi-
sor and editor herself, O’Brien’s main 
suggestion was often to let scenes play 
out more fully, even ones that might feel 
uncomfortable to watch.

“There’s a couple of pivotal scenes 
in the film where the boys were quite 
worried about sort of letting it breathe. 
And me and Shiran were pushing back 
and going, ‘No, no. It needs more — we 
need to see this.’

“Yes, it feels awkward and uncomfort-
able,” says O’Brien, “but that’s because 
it’s real. It’s that person’s truth for that 
moment. So please linger on it more. 

Because, you know, unless you’ve been 
in that position where you’ve lost ev-
erything, everything’s just falling away, 
you don’t know who you are, where 
you’re going; you don’t even know who 
your friends and stuff are or anything, 
unless you’ve lived that.”

Letting things simply exist onscreen, 
suggests O’Brien, is often the key not 
just in getting to the core of a scene, but 

to the heart of an experience.
“Let it be there, because it speaks to 

me as a transgender individual,” she 
says. “Yes, this point in the film may be 
quite visceral and hard to watch. But 
you know why it’s visceral and hard to 
watch? Because it’s a truth.”         █

George Elkind is a writer and media critic 
based in Metro Detroit.

█ TRANS From Page 19

Celia Harrison in Lupe on HBO
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SAT 05.01
Resource Center presents its 23rd Toast to Life, with the theme of “Venetian Carnival,” hosted by Steve 
Kemble. The virtual event is free and includes entertainment by DJ Blake Ward and a silent auction. All 
proceeds benefit Resource Center Dallas. Streaming live at 7 p.m.; visit One.BiPedal.net/ToastToLife2021/
welcome for details.

best bets

SUNDAYS at 1 p.m. 
on 89.3 KNON-FM 

with David Taffet, Lerone Landis 
and the always late Patti Fink.

Lambda 
Weekly

SAT 05.01
“Aggressively queer and radically tender” — that’s how organizers are 
describing Crystal Queer Riot, a BYOB and COVID-safe dance party 
at Rainbow Vomit. The event features DJ Tyler Moore and benefits 
Exude Love Foundation. Everyone is encouraged to throw on their 
gladdest glad rags, be whomever they want to be and come along on 
a magical journey. Tickets are $30-$50; Rainbow Vomit, 3609 Parry 
Ave.; begins at 10 p.m. and last through the after hours; 21 and older 
only; visit do214.com/events/2021/5/1/crystal-queer-riot-tickets for 
tickets and more info.

THU 05.06
Austin singer/songwriter Grace Pettis comes to Dallas 
to celebrate the release of her new album, Working 
Woman, with a concert featuring her new single, “Landon,” 
which she has described as an apology to her high school 
best friend for not being there for him when he came out. 
The album drops Friday, May 7. Poor David’s Pub, 1313 
Botham Jean Blvd. Tickets are $18; doors open at 6:30, 
showtime is at 7 p.m. Visit PoorDavidsPub.com.
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scoop

█  browse
For a more complete Community 

Calendar online, visit 
Tinyurl.com/dvevents.

█  submit
To submit an item for inclusion in 

the Community Calendar, visit 
Tinyurl.com/dvevents.

this week’s solution
A new ‘Queer as Folk’ 
is coming to Peacock
ROMEO SAN VINCENT

After a couple years of rumbling maybes, 
there’s a new Queer as Folk on the way, with 
an eight-episode, straight-to-series order 
from NBC’s streaming service Peacock. The 
“reimagining” is from Little America creator 
Stephen Dunn, who’ll set the update among 
a diverse group of queer friends in New 
Orleans. (The original UK series was set in 
Manchester, the U.S. version in Pittsburgh). 
We’re hopeful that this iteration will take that 
diversity seriously, because unlike the first 
wave of LGBT scripted dramas for television 
— the UK and American QaF included — 
that were almost entirely centered on white, 
cisgender characters, we now live with a TV 
landscape that includes a revived L Word 
and Pose, programs that deliver a much 
more inclusive vision of the queer family.

No cast yet (Pose is ending, though; so 
casting directors, take note: Some wonderful 
actors are available). And no air date. Just 
good news. 

Uzo Aduba runs the ‘Low Country’
We’re always up for more from the 

great Uzo Aduba. The Emmy Award 
winner impresses every time she blesses 
a new project with her talent (We’re still 
high on her portrayal of Shirley Chisholm 
on Mrs. America if you can’t tell). So it’s 
very good news, indeed, to learn that 
she’ll be first on the call sheet for the 
new television drama Low Country.

Aduba will star as a lesbian deputy 
sheriff in South Carolina’s low country. 
Black and queer in a conservative white 
community, she’s tasked with taking on 
a wealthy white crime family with a repu-
tation for instilling fear in their enemies.

Aduba will also executive produce 
the series, which is from Michelle King 
and Robert King (The Good Wife) and 
written by Dewayne Jones (Your Honor). 
That’s a solid lineage and a very long 
way from the days of stuff like the Su-
zanne Somers sitcom She’s the Sheriff. 
That’s the one where the joke was that a 
woman would do a job that only a man 
should do. Remember it? No? It’s OK, 
your life will be fine without it.

Look for this one on CBS in the near 
future.

A transgender opera diva and  
‘The Sound of Identity’

March 31 was International Transgender 
Day of Visibility, and though the new docu-
mentary from Shout! Studios, The Sound of 
Identity, didn’t drop on that day, it’ll arrive 
just in time for Pride month.

The film profiles transgender opera singer 
Lucia Lucas and her historic 2018 perfor-
mance at the Tulsa Opera, where she was 
the first trans woman to take on a principal 
role in opera history. This was nothing less 
than a career-defining risk, but Lucas col-
laborated with composer and mentor Tobias 
Picker to bring her acclaimed baritone voice 
to the role of Don Giovanni in Mozart’s 
opera of the same name. The film, directed 
by James Kicklighter (Angel of Anywhere), 
won the 2020 OUTshine Film Festival 
Programmers’ Award of Excellence for its 
thoughtful exploration of voice, gender, and 
performance. Don’t miss it when it begins 
streaming on June 1.

The marvelous John Waters visits  
‘Mrs. Maisel’

Here’s the news: legendary cult filmmaker 
John Waters (Hairspray) will have a role on 
the upcoming season of The Marvelous Mrs. 
Maisel. And even though the new season 

is currently shooting, all 
details are under closely 
guarded wraps.

Will he be a one-and-
done? Recurring? Minor 
character? New regular? 
Who’s he playing? We 
don’t know and, frankly, it 
doesn’t matter. But we’re 
thrilled to see Waters in 
front of the camera for all 
sorts of reasons. He’s a 
queer elder statesman at 
this point, and for the retro 
purposes of Maisel, he 
already looks like an early 
60s senior dandy. That 
pencil thin mustache alone 
is ready-made period 
detail.

Meanwhile, Amy Sher-
man Palladino and Daniel 
Palladino, the show’s 
creators, have a fun histo-
ry of stunt casting going 
back to their Gilmore Girls 
days where everyone from 
Carole King to Norman 
Mailer to Traci Lords to 
members of Sonic Youth 
would simply show up 
in the fictional town of 
Stars Hollow to mingle 
with Lorelai and Rory at a 
pumpkin festival. Waters is 

going to fit right in.

Deep Inside Hollywood:

“Queer as Folk” — the U.S. originals
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LGBT owned and operated
More than 30 years-experience

Services include:
Primary Care

HIV Specialists
Gender Affirmation

Cosmetic Procedures
Ask about PrEP

Give us a call TODAY 
to schedule your 

appointment!

Concierge Medicine offered by 
Steven M. Pounders, MD
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scene

4434 Harry Hines Blvd. 
214-521-0992 

 originalmarketdiner.com

OPEN
7 Days 
a Week!

PROUDLY 
serving the LGBT 

community since 1976!

214-526-0100
campuzanomexicanfood.com

PATIO 
NOW 

OPEN!

Come see 
“The Best 

Neighborhood 
Restaurant in 

Dallas” 
at our new 
location in 
The Design 

District! 

921 N. Riverfront Blvd, Dallas, TX
Riverfront and Payne St.

It’s warmer outside and you should 
promote your outdoor/safe dining 

#supportlocal
Want your restaurant listed here? 

Contact www.dallasvoice.com/advertising

Fresh
Italian

2021 Reader’s Voice Awards:
Best Italian & Best Pizza

20% Off with ad

Cremona Kitchen
www.cremonabistro.com

2704 Worthington █ 214-871-1115 

Thank you for voting us  

BEST BRUNCH!

4123 cedar springs raod  dallas, tx 75219
cedarspringstaphouse.com

MamasDaughtersDiner.com

Mama’s home cooking at home!
2021 Reader’s Voice Awards: Best Diner

2014 Irving Blvd.
Dallas

214.742.8646
2412 W. Shady Grove 

Irving
972.790.2778

6509 W. Park Blvd. 
Plano

972.473.8877
111 East Main

Forney
972.552.3463

The 
BEST 
patio 

in 
Dallas!

Stop in 
and 

see us!

4123 Cedar Springs Road
MariosDallas.com

IT’S CLUCKING GOOD!

In the heart of the gayborhood at Cedar Springs & Reagan St. 
streetsfinechicken.com 

Danny Padilla at the Plano Arts Festival

London Broil gets lit at Scarborough Renaissance Festival   

Cannon and ArchieFantasha and Ryan at Area 111
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If you like it, you should put a ring on it Jada, Bleach, Raquel and Onyx at On Premise in Deep EllumBlanche Davidian masks up at the Round-Up

Jaron gets a shot!

RVA for Best Local Virtual Perfomance | Ronnie Bruno, 
Clique Twitch Jeff at NOLA Snoballs in Oak Cliff

VACAYA CEO Randle Roper-Olson, Liquor Mini, and FabStayz 
owner Robert Geller at Fly Queens Drag Brunch.
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Straight Talk? Not!
q-puzzle

Solution on Page xx
Across
 1 First two quarters of 
 a Miami Sol game
 5 Lily Tomlin, for one
10 Mary had a little one
14 Declare firmly
15 Big name in
 refrigerators
16 Sharif of Funny Girl
17 Paris, to Debussy
18 Jocks’ antitheses
19 Adriatic seaport
20 Start of a quote in 
 the news recently
23 Aflame
24 Summer for Bonheur
25 Straight, for a 
 fuzzy navel
26 Pester persistently
28 Neckwear for the 
 well-hung?
30 Route for a jet
32 Oil containers
33 More of the quote
35 Hollywood canine
36 Bas reliefs of Lincoln
37 Affairs in the evening
39 Gay ___ Sutra
43 End of the quote
46 Worked the hayfields
47 Le Monde article
48 P-town’s Crowne
 Pointe, e.g.

49 In difficult times
51 Gay partner, in slang 
 if not law
53 Shaft output
54 Exclusion of gays 
 from the military, e.g.
55 It requires several
 G-strings
56 Source of the quote
59 Proof part
60 Come together
61 Mine, to Verlaine
62 WWII gun
63 Cicero’s father
64 Go down (on)

Down
 1 Estate for Frida
 2 Earhart and others
 3 Cry from the closet
 4 Ukulele neck detail
 5 Dugout items
 6 Long O, on Lesbos
 7 French Revolution
 figure
 8 Memorial Day race,
 briefly
 9 Les Miz list
10 Arcing shot from
 Mauresmo
11 Dental compound
12 Measure for Measure
 role

13 War Requiem 
 composer Benjamin
21 Kinsey Scale heteros
22 You can serve your
 meat this way
27 One with a home 
 in Nome
29 Type of hit on
 Broadway
30 Composer Thomas
31 The Bell author
 Murdoch
33 Chicago producer Neil
34 From the top
36 Like a wall picture 
 of a hottie
38 Miss in a Cole Porter
 song
40 Tallulah Bankhead’s
 home
41 Explosive force unit
42 Deep throat tissue
43 Comes too quickly
44 To some extent
45 Takei of Star Trek
46 Kiss from Kahlo
49 Old hat
50 Phallic fish seeker
52 Once ___ a Mattress
53 Skip past
57 Bambi doe
58 Batman portrayer
 Kilmer

VACAYA CEO Randle Roper-Olson, Liquor Mini, and FabStayz 
owner Robert Geller at Fly Queens Drag Brunch.

Leo, David, Rick and Carlo At Ivy Tavern

Dallas County Democrats pre-event meet and greet with Randy Rainbow

Shawn from Gay Camping Friends
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MarketPlace
Your calling card for LGBT Texas business

For  information on adverrtising, call us at:
214-754-8710 ext. 110. Visit us online at:

dallasvoice.com/marketplace

The Premier Media Source for LGBT Texas

 Employment

Legal

8610 Wooded Beck Court 
Dallas, TX 75249 • 214-693-2959

Not certified by the Texas Board of Legal Specialization

Cohabitation Agreements,
Adoption, Child Custody,

Divorce, Property Division,
Child Support

Family Law

Wills, Medical & Durable Powers of Attorney, 
Guardianship, Litigation

Estate planning and Probate

Specializing In Family,  
Estate Planning,  

Property Agreements 
& Divisions

LGBT Issues

  Legal

THE

PAINTER
Specializing In Interior Painting

25 Years Experience
Free Estimates

Extremely Meticulous
TONY R.

972-754-1536
TonyRThePainter@netscape.com

Services

Services

Services

Call 972-269-1269
 for your complimentary coaching call.
Let me show you how….

Ben 
Meyer 
Fitness

I show gay men how 
to build an incredible 

physique and take their 
sexy back without 
living in the gym

Services

Guardian 
Health

General Medicine
Immune Disease

Trans Health
STD Treatment

General Dermatology
Affordable Pricing

                  Dr Terry Watson
8204 Elmbrook Drive Ste. 206 (Mockingbird & Harry Hines)

214-221-8181 • drwatson@sbcglobal.net

Medical

MarketPlace

WE’RE HIRING NOW!
Do you believe the power of touch 

can transform & inspire? If you do, you 
embody what our team is made of. 

Join our talented team of 
Massage Therapists at the 

NOW Massage Lower Greenville 
and watch your career grow!

Apply NOW by emailing 
your resume and Cover letter to

LowerGreenvilleGM@thenowmassage.com

 Employment
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…and so MUCH more!

2528 W. Walnut, Garland • 972-276-0893

30ml Aromas - Large Selection!
10ml Aromas $9.95

Adult

Advertising

Michael 
Doeringsfeld

Licensee of Engel & Völkers U.S. Holdings, Inc.
5960 Berkshire Lane, 6th. Floor

Dallas, Texas  75225

214-457-4598
www.mikedoeringsfeld.evrealestate.com

 Real Estate
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VOTED BEST MOVERS 11 YEARS & COUNTING

Fantastic Moves

Experience Counts!20+ Years Supporting the Community
214.349.6683

www.FantasticMoves.com
10610 Metric Drive, Suite # 175 Dallas, TX  75243

Services

Your Next Move 
is Key!

• Award Winning Real Estate 
• Tech Savvy Marketing Plans
• Innovative approach 
   to moving

Visit: hGroupHomes.com
Call: 214.659.3624

Phil Hobson

 Real Estate

Fence Staining, interior/exterior,
tape, Bed & texture

MeticulouS & attention to detail
poWer WaSHing

469-471-8618
25 YearS experience! 

SatiSFaction guaranteed! 
neat, clean & reliaBle

eddie’S 
qualitY painting

Services

Keller Williams 
Realty

www.mrealtygroup.com
toddmaley@aol.com

Todd Maley

214-564-9598

LET’S MAKE A
DEAL!

Proudly 
Serving 

the LGBT 
Community

 Real Estate

MarketPlace
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214-754-8710 ext. 110. Visit us online at:
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Let Us Heat 
You Up!

AIR CONDITIONING
& HEATING

Jade Air

SERVING THE LGBT COMMUNITY FOR OVER 20 YEARS !

JadeAirDallas.com
214.522.2805    
214.923.7904

PROMPT 
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SERVICE!

SERVICE•SALES•INSTALLS
ALL MAJOR BRANDS 
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VISA, MC, AMX, DISC
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