
The National LGBT Media Association 
unanimously endorses Democratic ticket.
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instanTEA DallasVoice.com/Instant-Tea
Highlights from the Dallas Voice Website

EPIC 2020 Dallas Black Pride 
events cancelled; DSP to 
support other events

Officials with Dallas Southern Pride, the 
official host of Juneteenth Weekend and Dallas 
Black Pride, on Wednesday, Sept. 23, issued 
the following statement announcing that the 
organization’s EPIC 2020 Dallas Black Pride 
weekend events have been cancelled:

“The health and safety of our community 
and patrons has always been at the forefront 
of our decision-making. As such, considering 
COVID-19 and its disproportionate impact 
on the Black community, as many of you are 
aware, we made the difficult decision to cancel 
our “EPIC” 2020 Dallas Black Pride weekend 
celebration events with the main event being 
held at EPIC Water Park.

“As an organization, we have made it a 
priority to align our community activities with 
COVID-19 guidance issued by the Centers 
for Disease Control and Prevention, as well as 
social distancing orders in place from local and 
state governmental agencies.

“Although we felt it best for us to cancel 
our events due to their sheer magnitude and 
size, we have decided to support a few local 
promoters who are able to operate in compli-
ance with all local COVID-19 guidelines and 
protocols relative to event capacity.

“As such, to provide continued commu-
nity support, Dallas Southern Pride will be 
partnering with Abounding Prosperity Inc. to 
do free HIV testing for access tickets to events 
held during Dallas Black Pride Weekend 2020. 
Testing will be on site at Abounding Prosperity 
Inc., 1705 Martin Luther King Jr. Blvd. in Dallas, 
Wednesday, Sept. 23-Friday Sept. 25, from 
9 a.m.-6 p.m. each day, as well as Saturday, 
Sept. 26, from 10 a.m.-1 p.m. Additionally, 
AP Inc will be on location at several events to 
do testing on their mobile testing unit for free 
access tickets while supply lasts.

“For 23 years, you have trusted Dallas 
Southern Pride to provide you with a safe and 
exciting Juneteenth and Pride experience. We 
look forward to celebrating with all of you next 
year when we anticipate it is safer for the large-
scale events you have come to love and expect 
from us.

“As always, in the spirit of UNITY within our 

Dallas Black Pride community, and among 
patrons and owners, Dallas Southern Pride 
wants to encourage you all to celebrate safely. 
We hope this small gesture will convey how 
much we value you and our commitment to 
your safety and wellbeing.

“Lastly, check our website and follow our 
social media pages for information concerning 
Dallas Southern Pride. Below are the events we 
are supporting:

• Through Friday: 9 a.m.-6 p.m., HIV testing 
at AP Inc., 1705 MLK Jr. Blvd.

• Friday: 10 p.m.-midnight, KKMS at DEC on 
Dragon St, 1414 Dragon St.

• Friday: 12:30 a.m.-2 a.m., Rudeboy Enter-
tainment at Marty’s Live, 4207 Maple Ave.

• Saturday: 10:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m., COVID 
19 Food Giveaway, AP Inc., 1705 MLK Jr. Blvd,

• Saturday: 4-6 p.m. KKMS Day Party at 
BAR 3606, 3606 Greenville Ave.

• Saturday: 10 p.m.-12:30 a.m., Oh! and 
Citiboyz Entertainment present the Ultimate 
Pride Party, 1135 S Lamar St.

• Sunday: 4-7 p.m. KKMS at DEC on Drag-
on St., 1414 Dragon St.

• Sunday: 10 p.m.-midnight, Rudeboy Enter-
tainment at Marty’s Live, 4207 Maple Ave.”

—Tammye Nash

League of Women Voters  
Dallas launches voter 
information website

The League of Women Voters of Dallas has 
a new webesite in place offering voter tools and 
information for Dallas County residents for the 
November election, and, according to a press 
release, “In this year of voting in a pandemic, 
vote by mail interest and need for poll workers, 
we are taking painstaking efforts to ensure the 
information is accurate.”

The last day to register to vote in the Nov. 
3 election is Oct. 5. The League of Women 
Voters has placed registration forms outside 
of 16 public libraries and at all Dallas College 
campuses, and LWV volunteers are attending 
numerous outdoor voter registration events 
around Dallas County. A list of places where 
you can find these events is on the website.

LWVD released its VOTE411 voters guide for 
Dallas County on Sept. 21, in both English and 
Spanish. To find your specific candidates and 
read their views on key issues, visit VOTE411.
org and put in your address.

LWVD also started a Monday Voter Hot 
Line, open each Monday from 2-4 p.m and 
6-8 p.m.  Call the office at 214-688-4125, 
leave a message with your phone number, and 
someone will call right back to help answer your 
questions on voting. You can call their office at 
other times as well if you have questions, and 
someone will get back with you as soon as 
possible with an answer.

Vote by Mail Ballots are already being mailed 
out, and LWVD reminds voters that it is very 
important to sign the ballot with the same 
signature you used when you requested the 
application because Dallas County Elections 
office has a review process, and ballots will be 

rejected if the signatures do not match. And 
Texas does not have a process to let you know 
if that happens.

LWVD recommends four options for return-
ing a mail-in ballot:

• Mail your ballot early by dropping in a blue 
postal box or going into the post office.

• Drive over to Dallas County Elections De-
partment at 1520 Round Table Drive with your 
ballot, the carrier envelope and your ID and 
return your ballot in person.

• Check with your political party to see if 
there is a free driving service that can take you 
to the Dallas County Elections Department to 
return your mail in ballot.

• Or use UPS, FedEx or an established cou-
rier service to deliver the ballot to your county 
elections office.

— Tammye Nash

Texas LGBTQ Chambers 
introduce Out To Vote Early

The Texas LGBTQ Chambers of Com-
merce this week rolled out Out To Vote Early, a 
nonpartisan initiative designed to educate and 
motivate people to vote early.

“With early voting, one can mitigate risk and 
more safely and securely participate in our de-
mocracy,” they Texas LGBTQ Chambers wrote 
in a press release. COVID-19, the cutbacks at 
the U.S. Postal Service and the potential for 
natural disasters bring many challenges and un-
certainties ahead of the 2020 election. The goal 
of the initiative is to make sure every vote gets 
counted while reducing danger and avoiding 

chaos and long lines at the polls.
“As chamber leaders, we have been prepar-

ing a Get Out The Vote Campaign for the 2020 
general election,” said Tony Vedda, president 
and CEO of the North Texas LGBT Chamber 
of Commerce. “We think Out To Vote Early is a 
more practical and relevant message consid-
ering the impact COVID-19 has on the voting 
process.”

Tammi Wallace, president & CEO of the 
Greater Houston LGBT Chamber of Com-
merce, agreed. “Our geographic location 
makes us susceptible during the most active 
hurricane season in modern history. Early voting 
gives voters the choice of day, time, and loca-
tion which is more important in 2020 than it has 
ever been before,” she said.

Austin LGBT Chamber of Commerce CEO 
and President Tina Cannon added, “The Out 
To Vote Early campaign is just the first step 
in the Texas LGBTQ Chambers’ advocacy 
efforts to make sure all Texans are included and 
respected.”

Participating individuals and groups will 
receive Out to Vote Early content to share with 
their community, network, fans and followers. 
They will receive a uniform toolkit to “help bring 
visibility and awareness to not only voting but 
voting early.”

Individuals, small business owners, employee 
resource groups, non-profit organizations, com-
munity organizations, school groups, neighbor-
hood associations and anyone who is making 
a plan to vote are welcome to participate in the 
effort.

For more information visit the Texas LGBTQ 
Chambers of Commerce website.

— David Taffet

Tony Vedda
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NGMA’s 12 LGBTQ newspapers 
come together in an historic joint 
endorsement of Joe Biden and 
Kamala Harris; our future relies 
on their victory

PAUL SCHINDLER  |  Gay City News
Courtesy National LGBT Media Association

mong the many compel-
ling reasons to make sure 

that Donald Trump and 
Mike Pence are not 

re-elected on Nov. 
3, perhaps the 26 

most compelling 
are the trans-

gender Americans — most of them trans 
women of color — known to have been 
murdered this year.

We needn’t be simple-minded in mak-
ing this argument. Trump and Pence did 
not pull the trigger, and those who did 
must, of course, bear the consequences 
for their horrific acts.

But the all-too-toxic environment that 
too many of our transgender siblings 
have endured in their lives has gotten 
immeasurably worse over the past four 
years, under the Trump administration.

For this reason and many more, in 
an historic move, the 12 newspapers of 
the National LGBT Media Association, 
which represents the nation’s oldest and 
most established LGBTQ publications 
with a combined circulation of more 
than one million readers, this week are 
issuing this joint endorsement of the Joe 
Biden/ Kamala Harris ticket.

From the start, Donald Trump has 
used the trans community as a punching 
bag to prove his toughness to his socially 
conservative base hungry for a strong-
man willing to turn back the clock. He 
has denied trans folks the ability to serve 
openly in the military; he has sought to 
strip them of nondiscrimination protec-
tions in healthcare; he has worked to rob 
trans youth of dignity in their schools, he 
has and battled to take away the right of 
student athletes to compete in sports. 

And against the trans community — as 
well as lesbian, gay and bisexual Amer-
icans — Trump’s administration fought 
tooth and nail to prevent the pivotal ad-
vance we won at the Supreme Court in 
June — the recognition that we enjoy em-
ployment nondiscrimination protections 
thanks to the 1964 Civil Rights Act.

Still, Trump and his see-no-evil GOP 
Senate allies refuse to move the Equality 
Act, which would extend those nondis-
crimination protections across the board 
in areas like housing and public accom-
modations. For them, the nation’s most 
embattled minority are bigots who want 
to enshrine their right to discriminate 
under the cloak of “religious liberty.”

As in every other aspect of this en-
dorsement, Joe Biden and Kamala Harris 
offer a stark and redemptive alternative.

After Senate Majority Leader Mitch 
McConnell denied President Barack 
Obama federal judicial appointments in 
Obama’s last year in office, McConnell 
and his colleagues have rubber-stamped 
an unprecedented number of judges — 
many of them viciously right-wing, oth-
ers lacking in even the most elementary 
judicial qualifications — whose influence 

will last for decades to come.
The cornerstone decision in protecting 

reproductive freedom — Roe v. Wade — 
may already be doomed by the Trump 
court’s configuration. Give him another 
chance or two to name a member to the 

high court, and the ball game will defi-
nitely be over.

Trump’s governing has been much like 
his court appointments: Where he is not 
cruel, he is merely incompetent.

Mexican and other Latin American 
immigrants have been slurred in overtly 
racist terms, and their children have been 
caged. Muslim newcomers to America 
have also been stigmatized where they 
have not been blocked outright.

And the damage is not limited to the 
newcomers. Latinx and Muslim-Ameri-
can citizens have faced increasing levels 
of hostility and hate crimes.

Trump saw “very fine people, on both 
sides” during the 2017 neo-Nazi inva-
sion of Charlottesville, Va., but he’s been 
snide in reacting to the Black Lives Mat-
ter movement, telling Bob Woodward, 
in response to a question about why he 
can’t bring himself to empathize with 
Black citizens, “You, you really drank the 
Kool-Aid, didn’t you?”

The coronavirus’ most recent surge — 
in the Midwest — and the wild fires rag-
ing through wide swaths of the West are 
only the most calamitous indicators of 
Trump’s refusal to accept the basic facts 

of science, a posture at one with his hos-
tility to fact-based discourse on almost 
any public policy issue. It’s no surprise 
that the nation’s free press and the un-
fettered right of Americans to vote — the 
twin jewels of American democracy — 

are, in his mind, enemies 
of the people. 

Meanwhile, Trump 
is most at ease with fel-
low authoritarian figures 
around the globe, whether 
it be Russia’s Putin, North 
Korea’s Kim, Turkey’s Er-
dogan or Brazil’s Bolson-
aro.

Since Hillary Clinton 
lost the presidency in 2016 
even while winning al-
most three million more 
votes than Trump, the 
Democratic Party has un-
dergone an internal battle 
of sorts for its soul, pit-
ting insurgent, left-lean-
ing candidates, many of 
them young newcomers, 
against more moderate es-
tablishment figures — on 
issues from racial justice to 
healthcare policy, econom-
ic inequality and climate 
change action. Those are 

all areas on which debate is legitimate, 
indeed needed.

But here’s the thing: With four more 
years of Trump, there is no real conse-
quential venue for having those debates. 
Trump and his enablers are draining the 
oxygen out of our democracy.

Debating between left and center in 
the House of Representatives is no sub-
stitute for regaining the White House 
and the Senate. Only then can we have 
our debates, lick our wounds and set a 
course for a better tomorrow.

This election will be decided in a small 
number of states — perhaps as many as 
a dozen, more likely just a handful. In all 
of the battleground states, LGBTQ ac-
tivists and our progressive allies are on 
the ground working to elect Joe Biden 
and Kamala Harris. Especially in a year 
when much of the campaign will be car-
ried out on the air and online rather than 
in person, all of us — everywhere across 
the nation — can pitch in to help in those 
states where a boost for Biden is most 
needed.

Grab a bucket, adopt a state and dive 
in to the battle. None of us should wake 
up Nov. 4 wishing we had done more. █

We ALL
back Biden/Harris
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DAVID TAFFET  |  Senior Staff Writer
taffet@dallasvoice.com

ccording to Jewish tradi-
tion, a person who dies 

on Rosh Hashanah is a 
“tzedek,” a person of 

great righteousness. 
Justice Ruth Bader 

Ginsburg, who 
will be remem-

bered as one of the most beloved Su-
preme Court justices in U.S. history, died 
just as the holiday was beginning.

Her death prompted an outpouring 
of grief from those who loved, admired 
and respected her, but it also prompted a 
wave of fear from progressive advocates 
who worry that Trump will nominate 
and the for-now Republican-controlled 
Senate will confirm a right-wing jurist to 

the court that could lead to the unravel-
ing on years of progress toward equality.

President Trump said he was sad to 
learn of her death and called her “an 
amazing woman who led an amazing 
life” — appropriate words and rare 
coming from someone who rarely com-
pliments those who oppose him in any 
way. In one of the last court decisions of 
her career, Ginsburg sided with the ma-
jority in Bostock v. Clayton County, Geor-
gia, a case that resulted in sexual orienta-
tion and gender identity being included 
in the sexual discrimination coverage of 
Title VII of the Civil Rights Act. Trump’s 
justice department had filed a brief op-
posing nondiscrimination.

Ginsburg had a lifelong history as an 
advocate for equality, making her mark 
either as an attorney, a judge or just an in-
dividual activist on issues ranging from 

women’s rights to LGBTQ equality and 
more. She was co-founder of the Wom-
en’s Rights Project of the ACLU, saying, 
“Women’s rights are an essential part of 

the overall human rights agenda, trained 
on the equal dignity and ability to live in 
freedom all people should enjoy.”

Although she graduated first in her 

RBG
The life and legacy of a legend

RGB, Page 11

Justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg
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Trans woman Freyja Odinsdottir 
is running for Denton County 
sheriff in hopes of changing a 
system of oppression

STEVEN MONACELLI  |  Contributing Writer
steven@proteanmag.com

here may be a new 
sheriff in town in 
Denton County. At 
least, that’s what 
candidate Freyja 
Odinsdottir is hop-
ing for. While Odins-
dottir has prior expe-

rience in law enforcement — including 
previously working for the Denton 
County Sheriff’s Office as a corrections 
officer, a supervisor and a member of the 
special operations team — she is far from 
your typical candidate for sheriff.

Notably, Odinsdottir is a trans woman 
running a write-in campaign to unseat an 
incumbent sheriff, Republican Tracy Mur-
phree, who threatened physical violence 
against any transgender woman who 
dared to enter a public restroom occupied 
by his daughter during his 2016 campaign.

Moreover, Odinsdottir is a single 
mother of two who, in addition to pur-
suing a master’s degree in exercise phys-
iology, presently works as a dominatrix 
and adult content creator.

Her identity as a trans sex worker, 

Odinsdottir said, has led to harassment 
and even threats against her life. “I’ve 
been the target of a lot of vitriol,” she 
said. “A lot of people have dug up my 
dead name and tried to slander or smear 
me on social media. I have eyes and ears 
in the seedier parts of the internet and 
have been informed that it is ill advised 
for me to see any new clients right now 
because the idea has been floated of try-
ing to lure me into a trap.”

But Odinsdotter isn’t intimidated; this 
is, in fact, far from her first dash with 
danger.

Before working for the Denton County 
Sheriff’s Office, Odinsdottir worked at a 
lot of other dangerous jobs. She started 
working as a bouncer in New York City 
when she was just 15 years old, then en-
listed in the Marine Corps, serving in the 
infantry in Iraq and Afghanistan.

“I am not a stranger to facing death.” 
she said.

Still, Odinsdotter takes the threats se-
riously, noting that she is “worried about 
my children and my partners. I am wor-
ried about what will happen to them or 
how it could impact their lives if some-
thing were to happen to me.”

Odinsdotters’ campaign began — in 
spirit, at least — on June 1 when she 
was the first person arrested in the pro-
tests against police brutality in the city 
of Denton. Following her arrest, several 
of her politically-minded friends encour-
aged her to run for sheriff, given her 
background in law enforcement. 

But it took a while for her campaign to 
begin in earnest, due in no small part to 
Odinsdotter’s own reluctance.

“I said no a lot,” she recalled. “But 
eventually, the other alternative candi-
date said they didn’t want to do it, so I 
said yeah. The reason I am running now 
is because ... something needs to move. 
Someone needs to do it.”

What is it that needs to move? Odin-
sdotter said her biggest priorities are 
ending the aspects of the system that 
maintain racial inequalities and fighting 
corruption in law enforcement. A key 

part of her focus is a return to sound po-
licing principles, specifically, those of Sir 
Robert Peel who, in 1826, framed the au-
thority of law enforcement as rooted in 
the desire of the community for the po-
lice to have that authority.

Odinsdotter points specifically to is-
sues like qualified immunity and the 
need for real higher standards. “Cops 
talk all the time about how they’re held 
to a higher standard, and yet they can 
get away with crimes that your average 
civilian can’t,” she explained. “Where’s 
the higher standard? I think there should 

CAMPAIGNING, Page 10

Campaigning for a 
new way of policing

Freyja Odinsdottir. Photo by Juniper St. Butcher
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be an absolute zero tolerance for exces-
sive force [by police]. I don’t think there 
is a justification for shooting a man seven 
times in the back.”

Ultimately though, Odinsdotter 
doesn’t believe that the burden of ending 
crime should fall on law enforcemen. In-
stead, she said, law enforcement must be 
one part of a much larger effort in which 
the primary focus is addressing mental 
health, economic oppression and eco-
nomic instability.

“It’s not that some people are driven 
to crime more than others; it’s about re-
sources,” she said.

Properly allocating police resources is 
key, Odinsdotter said, adding that she 
would work with the district attorney 
and with legislators to stop the prosecu-
tion of petty drug offenses and consen-
sual sex work. That would allow her to 
reallocate resources to more significant 
issues like violent crime, human traf-
ficking and cartel activity as well as to-
ward rehabilitation and harm reduction 
efforts.

Specifically, Odinstotter said, she 
would like to take civil forfeiture funds 

— typically spent on tactical equipment 
— or county funds generally and instead 
spend the money on better training, ben-
efits and pay for the officers to encourage 
the recruitment and retention of good 
officers. She believes that current train-
ing and hiring practices do not value 
intelligent officers, an issue that must be 
addressed, she said, in order to achieve 
better policing.

Higher pay and better training would 
come with higher standards of integrity, 
too, Odinsdottir continued. “Integrity 
should come on its own — doing the 
right thing even if no one is looking. But 
if it’s not there on its own, the way you 
get that is through transparency and ac-
countability. You have to hold officers ac-
countable for their actions.”

Odinsdottir believes this higher stan-
dard extends to notions of bravery and 
fearlessness, too. “A lot of the violence 
that happens between police and the 
public is a result of cops just being cow-
ards,” she said. “If you show up to an 
occupation where violence is an inherent 
risk and you are not ready to die, every 
day, then you have no business being in 

that occupation. … For all the times that 
I’ve been shot at, I can never say I was in 
fear for my life because when I punched 
into work, it was no longer about my 
life.”

And in terms of rehabil-
itating the community’s 
relationship with police, 
such standards are key, 
she added. “You need to 
be able to say there are 
good cops and that we re-
ject these bad cops. But at 
this point it has become 
endemic,” she said. “It’s 
a problem that has been 
around so long that the rot 
has been promoted to the 
top.”

And that explains why 
Odinsdotter is seeking the 
position of top cop in Den-
ton County after having 
left her previous career in 
law enforcement.

“When I first got 
into law enforcement, I 

thought that if I were just a good cop 
and did a good job, I would get promot-
ed,” she said. “But I learned real quick 
that it didn’t matter. If I wasn’t willing 
to fall into these systems of oppression, 
I wasn’t going anywhere.”             █

CAMPAIGNING, From Page 8

class in 1959 at Columbia Law School, 
when she was recommended for a 
clerkship with Justice Felix Frankfurter, 
he said he wasn’t ready to hire a wom-
an. After working in a law firm during 
the summer of her second year in law 
school, she expected a job offer from that 
firm after graduation. Despite her stellar 
performance, the firm didn’t offer her 
anything. Neither did 12 other law firms 
where she interviewed.

Ginsburg clerked for a U.S. district 
judge in New York, then went to work 
at Columbia Law School’s Internation-
al Procedure Project where she co-au-
thored a book on Sweden’s legal system 
and translated Sweden’s judicial code 
into English.

In 1963, Ginsburg joined the Rutgers 
Law School faculty where she soon 
learned she was being paid less than the 
men. She won one of her first fights for 
equal gender rights when she and other 
women on the faculty pressed for and 
won equal pay.

As a result of that success, she began 
to handle sex discrimination complaints 
referred to her by the ACLU. Sometimes 
she took cases of discrimination against 
men, because she saw that kind of dis-
crimination as harmful to everyone. In an 
early case, a husband was denied spou-
sal benefits from the military because he 
couldn’t prove economic dependence 
on his wife, while wives of military men 
were automatically given those benefits.

In another case, Ginsburg argued that 
a widowed father should receive social 
security benefits from his deceased wife 
who had worked. Before this case, only 
widowed mothers received those bene-
fits.

When she lost in court, as she did in a 
case on discrimination against pregnant 
women, Ginsburg lobbied Congress to 
act. Her work resulted in an amendment 
to Title VII called the Pregnancy Dis-
crimination Act of 1978.  

Her career as a judge began in 1980 
when President Jimmy Carter appoint-
ed Ginsburg to the D.C. Circuit Court 
of Appeals. In 1993, President Bill Clin-
ton appointed her to the U.S. Supreme 
Court.

As a justice on the U.S. Supreme 
Court, Ginsburg was always on the side 
of nondiscrimination for the LGBTQ 
community. She was in the majority on 
Romer v. Evans in 1996, Lawrence v. Tex-

Photo by Juniper St. Butcher
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widowed mothers received those bene-
fits.

When she lost in court, as she did in a 
case on discrimination against pregnant 
women, Ginsburg lobbied Congress to 
act. Her work resulted in an amendment 
to Title VII called the Pregnancy Dis-
crimination Act of 1978.  

Her career as a judge began in 1980 
when President Jimmy Carter appoint-
ed Ginsburg to the D.C. Circuit Court 
of Appeals. In 1993, President Bill Clin-
ton appointed her to the U.S. Supreme 
Court.

As a justice on the U.S. Supreme 
Court, Ginsburg was always on the side 
of nondiscrimination for the LGBTQ 
community. She was in the majority on 
Romer v. Evans in 1996, Lawrence v. Tex-

as in 2003 (which overturned the Texas 
sodomy law), Windsor v. U.S. in 2013 
(which overturned part of the federal 
Defense of Marriage act), Obergefell v. 
Hodges (which made marriage equality 
legal nationwide) in 2015 and Bostock v. 
Clayton County this year (which declared 
that Civil Rights Act protections against 
employment discrimination included 
LGBTQ people).

While she was a champion of abortion 
rights, Ginsburg was not a fan of Roe v. 
Wade. She felt it was too broad. She also 
didn’t like that it was based on priva-
cy rights rather than gender equality. 
Deciding the case under the Equal Pro-
tection Clause would have left it less 
open to later attack, Ginsburg believed, 
according to the author of an upcoming 
biography, Mary Hartnett, in an article in 
the New York Times.

While she was passionate about wom-
en’s and LGBTQ right, Ginsburg was 
very strategic. She would have preferred 
rulings that legalized abortion incremen-
tally, the way several earlier rulings led 
to marriage equality.

Ginsburg wrote a number of import-
ant decisions and dissents during her 27 
years on the court. She wrote the dissent 
to Bush v. Gore, declaring “The conclu-
sion that a constitutionally adequate 
recount is impractical is a prophecy the 
court’s own judgment will not allow 
to be tested,” ending with, “I dissent,” 
rather than the traditional “I respectfully 
dissent.”

Equality on the line

With the loss of Ginsburg, LGBTQ 
rights, women’s rights, abortion rights, 
civil rights, disability rights and more 
are on the line. 

Amanda Williams, executive director 
of the Lilith Fund, wrote, “The vacan-
cy on the Supreme Court creates bleak 
uncertainty for the future of abortion 
access in the U.S. There is a very real 
possibility that Roe v. Wade could be 
severely chipped away or completely 
overturned.”

Texas  state Rep. Celia Israel said, “As 
a young lesbian, society told me that I 
should stay silent about who I was. Be-
cause of Justice Ginsburg, the next gen-
eration will never have to feel that way.

“When she voted to validate my 

RGB, From Page 7

RGB,Next Page 11
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family, and all LGBTQ Americans, she 
changed our country forever. I’ll always 
be grateful,” Israel said.

Human Rights Campaign CEO Al-
phonso David noted that Ginsburg’s 
“decades of work helped create many 
of the foundational arguments for gen-
der equality in the United States, and 
her decisions from the bench demon-
strated her commitment to full LGBTQ 
equality.” 

Republicans are determined to replace 
Ginsburg within the next six weeks, before 
the election. Since 1975, the average time it 
takes from day of nomination to confirma-
tion is more than two months. The quickest 
confirmation was for John Paul Stevens in 
1975, which took just 19 days.

Unless four members of the Senate 
block consideration of the nomination, 
there’s little Senate Democrats can do to 
postpone consideration of a nominee un-
til after the election or after the inaugu-
ration of a new president should Trump 
lose in November. And that prospect is 
daunting for progressive advocates.

We’re all lamenting Ginsburg’s loss, 
noted Kierra Johnson, deputy executive 
director of the LGBTQ Task Force who, 
the Task Force announced this week, 
will become executive director of the 
agency next year when Rea Carey steps 
down.

“She was so significant in multiple 
ways,” Johnson said. “She literally in-
spired and yielded an entire generation 

of women in law.”
Among the LGBTQ community, Gins-

burg’s passing ignited an anxiety, John-
son said, because she fought so tireless-
ly and vehemently for our community. 
And on the rush to replace Ginsburg 
and name a successor before the pio-
neering jurist’s funeral had even been 
held, Johnson added, “We’re not oper-
ating as business as usual.”

Johnson said she’s been in contact 
with many other progressive organiza-
tions to discuss strategy but there was 
little they could suggest to stop the 
confirmation of the nominee without 
four Republican votes to delay. So John-
son and the Task Force are continuing 
their efforts to get out the vote for the 
November election encouraging people 
to vote to for candidates that support 
LGBTQ and women’s issues up and 
down the ballot and reminding them 
that who’s in office does matter.

At the funeral service held inside the 
Supreme Court building on Wednesday, 
Sept. 23, Rabbi Lauren Holtzblatt said, 
“This was Justice Ginsburg’s life’s work, 
to insist that the Constitution deliver on 
its promise that ‘we the people’ would 
include all the people. She carried out 
that work in every chapter of her life.”

Before her burial in Arlington Ceme-
tery this weekend, Ginsburg scored two 
more firsts, becoming the first woman 
and the first Jewish person to lie in state 
in the U.S. Capitol.           █

RGB, From Previous Page

People gathered at the Supreme Court Friday, Sept. 18, in Washington after the court announced 
that Justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg has died of metastatic pancreatic cancer at age 87.  
(Alex Brandon/Associated Press)

Take dining to 
the next level… 

5757 Main Street + Frisco + 214.308.9080 + nerdvanafrisco.com

Come dine and play with us... 
nerdvana is a mash-up of a scratch kitchen, 
craft bar, and the last 40 years of  
video game culture. Grab your player  
two for a co-op dinner or brunch battle. 

Ready Diner One!

frisco
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We lost a hero last week, so now 
we all have to step up and fight

When I learned that Ruth Bader 
Ginsburg had died, I was eat-
ing these little peanut butter 

granola bites I really like. I immediately 
felt like I was going to be sick. I don’t 
think I’ll ever want to eat them again.

The next morning, my sister sent me a 
photo of my four-month-old niece reach-
ing for the image of a little woman with 
a bun on her head and wearing a black 
robe. It was a board book about RBG. 
That image, more than any op-eds about 
what her legacy meant or how Trump 
and Mitch McConnell would shit on it, 
put things in perspective for me: Every 
day the future seems bleaker and bleak-
er. But there is still a future to fight for.

Some people are feeling more hope-
less than ever. Others are stepping up 
and getting involved in ways they never 
dreamed of before. If you fall into the lat-
ter category, great. Welcome. Thank you 
for coming.

If you fall in the former category, no 
judgment here. The last four years have 
been psychological warfare on every 
good and decent person. So much pain 
in so little time! And it’s exhausting.

But if you’re looking for something 
to do with your anxious energy, I high-
ly recommend volunteering for a cam-
paign. Find someone who is running for 
office who shares your values, someone 
who makes this current hellscape a little 
less shitty. And then help them win.

And here’s the thing: The top of the 
ticket is important, but you don’t have 
to choose to volunteer for Joe Biden. 
The truth is down-ballot races — and 
“down-ballot” literally means races fur-
ther down the ballot underneath the 
presidential ticket — are just as import-
ant as the presidency. Unfortunately, 
down-ballot races are also the races most 
likely to suffer from what is called “drop-
off” voting. That means someone gets a 
ballot, fills in the circles next to Joe Biden 
and Kamala Harris and then leaves the 
rest of the ballot blank because said voter 

has never 
heard of 
these oth-
er people.

It’s trag-
ic.

Now in some states you can vote 
“straight-ticket,” which has nothing to 
do with heteronormativity and every-
thing to do with checking one box that 
means, “I vote for all of the Democrats.” 
The Republican option also exists but, 
you know, gross. But, of course, not ev-
erybody does this. (Here in Texas, as of 
this year, straight-ticket voting is no lon-
ger an option, thanks to Republicans, 
who pushed through a bill to eliminate 
straight-ticket voting in the 2017 legis-
lative session, and to Gov. Greg Abbott, 
who signed the bill into law.)

See, here’s the thing with, say, a state 
House race. If you get someone to com-
mit to voting for your Democratic state 
House candidate, that helps all of the 
Democratic candidates on the ballot be-
cause that voter is much more likely to 
vote for other Democrats, especially the 
ones who appear on the ballot before 
your state House race.

In fact, the more investment a voter 
feels in an election, the more likely they 
are to bother voting in the first place. If 
the only people you know on the ballot 
are Trump and Biden, it’s easy to think 
that your little vote doesn’t make much 
of a difference. (You would be wrong, 
but I understand the thinking.) But if you 
know that your state House candidate is 
a badass, and she has been knocking on 
doors, safely, with, say, a county com-
missioner candidate, you will be more 
invested in voting.

If you’re thinking, “I don’t have the 

time to volunteer, I’m trying to home-
school my child while also working from 
home and trying not to get COVID-19,” I 
understand. Everybody’s busy.

But if you’re doom-scrolling through 
Twitter to see when Trump calls RBG a 
“hag” — and, really, it’s only a matter of 
time — then you have time to do some-
thing positive to make sure that Trump 
and his supporters don’t win more elec-
tions.

Another good argument for working 
on a state race: Should Trump manage to 
replace RBG with another conservative, 
things like abortion rights, LGBTQ pro-
tections and marriage equality are all on 
the line. If overturned, those will all go 
back to the states who can decide what is 
illegal and what isn’t.

Here are some of the things you can do 
for campaigns: Make phone calls; knock 
on doors — some campaigns are doing 
this; some aren’t. Any campaign worth 
volunteering with should have a strict 
protocol of mask-wearing and social 
distancing to keep you and the people 
you’re talking to safe. Also, write post 
cards, deliver yard signs, make more 
phone calls.

I have done all of these things and 
more, and I’ve lived to tell the tale. It’s 
not always fun — there are some people 
who love to call voters, for example, and 
those people are weird but also golden 
wonders any campaign would love to 
have — but it’s necessary work.

Nobody said defeating fascism would 
be easy. Let’s go.          █

D’Anne Witkowski is a poet, writer and 
comedian living in Michigan with her wife 
and son. She has been writing about LGBT 
politics for over a decade. Follow her on Twit-
ter @MamaDWitkowski.
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LIFE+STYLE
travel

Most of what we take for 
granted in a hotel stay isn’t 
available during the Age of 
COVID-19

DAVID TAFFET  |  Senior Staff Writer
taffet@dallasvoice.com

I hadn’t been out of Dallas since 
March, and I just needed to get away. 
So we booked a hotel room in down-

town Austin for a three-night stay, and 
we were off.

I was expecting pared-down hotel ser-
vice. But even so, I was surprised — not 
by what was missing but by how easily 
some of that could have been compen-
sated for. And I’m purposely not naming 
the hotel, because the staff was friendly 
and helpful when asked, and this isn’t 
meant to be criticism of any of them.

I drove up to the front door, and a 
valet was there to greet me as usual 
— nothing different so far. But I didn’t 
need valet service or help with my lug-
gage; I just needed to park my car while 
I checked in. The valet jumped in the 
car and pulled it to one side and asked 
if I needed a cart for my luggage. No 
porters or bellhops.

The front desk was protected by 
plexiglas; other than that, the check-in 
procedure was pretty normal. But that 
was actually the start of the problem. 
The rates may be the same, but the ser-
vice is not. A few simple warnings and 
suggestions would have been helpful.

The hotel’s website still mentions 
room service, a restaurant, free breakfast 
and a Starbucks. What wasn’t available 
was room service, a restaurant, free 
breakfast or a Starbucks. Yes, even the 
Starbucks, on ground level opening to 
the street, was temporarily closed.  

Had I checked in sometime in March 
— no problem; that would have been 
expected. But this was September, six 
months into the pandemic. There’s been 
plenty of time to update the website. 

And the inconvenience of the clos-
ings could have been easily rectified. A 
simple sheet of paper handed out along 

with my room key or placed on the desk 
in my room could have simply said, 
“While food service has been suspended 
in the hotel, here are a few places you 
might enjoy within a few blocks of the 
hotel.”

The hotel is a block from 6th Street. 
There were plenty of wonderful restau-
rants and bars serving food in the area. 
Not only could the hotel have turned 
something negative into something pos-
itive, they could have been helping out 
a few local businesses — their neighbors 
— who are also struggling.

Housekeeping has also been curtailed.
What most hotels are doing is leaving 

a couple of days between guest stays in 
rooms. I’m not sure if they’re disinfect-
ing right after a guest leaves or letting 
the room sit a few days before entering. 

But during the stay, housekeeping is 
not entering the room. And again no 
warning — not a surprise once we real-
ized it, but hey! Let me know!

As it was, when we needed clean tow-
els, we had to hunt someone down.

There was an easy fix for that, too. 
Start with letting us know that no one 
would be by to straighten our room, 
then compensate for it.

Here’s how:

We were registered for a three-night 
stay. Leave a couple of extra towels 
and an extra roll of toilet paper in the 
room. Or, just as easy, let us know if 
we need anything from housekeeping 
— like extra towels — we should call 
a particular number, and someone will 
deliver them to our room.

And there was a coffee pot in the 
room with four single-serving coffee 
packets, two packets of sugar and four 
paper cups. Again, the reservation 
was for two people for three nights. 
Normally housekeeping would have 
replenished the supply each morning 
while making up the room. If there 
will be no daily housekeeping service, 
leave enough coffee and add-ins for 
our stay. 

I asked at the front desk, but they 
didn’t have coffee refills. We never did 
figure out where to get more. So we ven-
tured out early each morning for coffee.

Understand, I’m not complaining 
about how service has changed. I liked 
the precautions they’re taking, and 
I never felt unsafe during my stay. 
While these new normal ways of doing 
things have been going on for months 
for them, it was my first venture out to 
a hotel since the pandemic hit. I could 

have used some help navigating that 
first visit and doing it safely. 

The hotel was obviously under-
staffed. I understand that their revenue 
is down drastically. But the parking lot 
was half-full each night of my stay. So, 
at least for this one downtown Austin 
hotel, this is not a disaster. And those 
things that could have made a differ-
ence wouldn’t have cost anything.

But maybe it’s not just about safety. 
Maybe the big corporation that owns 
this hotel brand has a strategy. If they 
acknowledge there’s no food or even 
an operating soft drink machine in the 
hotel, maybe I might decide to book at 
a similar hotel down the street?

Now how could I be so cynical 
about corporate America? Well, here’s 
one little piece of evidence:  Safety is 
the concern inside the hotel, but who 
was it who met me on the driveway 
and immediately jumped into my car 
where I hadn’t been wearing a mask? 
The valet.

And cost for valet service? An exces-
sive $49 per night.

The least important part of my visit 
was having someone park my car for 
me. I did just fine parking my car in the 
hotel garage myself.        █

Welcome 
to the Hotel 
Pandemic
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B ecause of the coronavirus 
pandemic, according to Statista.
com in an article posted online 

on Aug. 21, the global business travel 
market is predicted to lose some $810.7 
billion U.S. in revenue this year. And as 
the death toll in the U.S. has surpassed 
200,000 and new infections here con-
tinue to pile up, many countries — The 
European Union, Canada, Thailand — 
have closed their borders to U.S. citizens.

But, as the ancient Persians would 
say, this too shall pass. And when it 
does, man, are we going to be ready 
for a road trip … a really fabulous road 
trip to somewhere really amazing! And 
thanks to the International Gay and 
Lesbian Travel Association Foundation, 
you can start planning for that road trip 
right now.

Through Sunday, Sept. 27, you can bid 
online on more than 30 fabulous travel 
packages to visit an LGBTQ-friendly 
destination and, at the same time, help 
fund the ILGTA Foundation’s efforts to 
make the whole world a friendlier and 
safer place for LGBTQ travelers.

Maybe you want to bid on a two-
night weekend stay for two at the OWN 
Hotels Ipanema Visconti’s Promenade 
Visconti, known as one of the best ac-
commodation options in the South Zone 
of Rio de Janiero. Or maybe you would 
rather go for a three-night stay  at the 
Eaton Hotel Hong Kong, or two nights 
at Sorano Hotel Tokyo, or two nights at 
the Hyatt Paris Madeleine?

Or perhaps you’d rather stay closer to 
home. If so, you can bid on two nights 
at Easton Hotel D.C., or two nights in 

an executive suite at MGM Resorts Las 
Vegas, or even three nights at AxelBeach 
Miami Hotel. And these are just a few of 
the destinations, a list of which also in-
cludes New York City, Sao Paulo, CÔte 
d’Azur, South Africa, San Jose del Cabo, 
Mexico City and more.

And to make it all even better, all 
packages are valid until at least Septem-
ber 2021, which means you can bid now 
and travel later, when it is safer.

Or you could just make a cash dona-
tion to the foundation, if you are feeling 
generous.

All proceeds from the auction benefit 
the ILGTA Foundation. Founded in 2012 
as the charity arm of ILGTA, the  foun-
dation focuses on educating government 
and industry leaders, providing fellow-
ships to young LGBTQ travel profes-
sionals and supporting LGBTQ-owned 
businesses in emerging destinations — 
all with the goal of making tourism safer 
for LGBTQ people around the world.

The International LGBTQ  Travel 
Association was founded in 1983. 
It is the world’s leading network of 
LGBTQ-welcoming tourism businesses 
and provides free travel resources and 
information while working to promote 
equality and safety within LGBTQ tour-
ism worldwide.

To check out the vacation packages 
being auctioned off, visit Tinyurl.com/
y5zvmz82 by Sunday to register and bid 
on your favorite package. All auction 
prices are in U.S. dollars, and winners 
will be notified by email after the auc-
tion closes.

— Tammye Nash

ILGTA Foundation 
auctioning vacation 
packages

L+S     travel

Nice. Côte d’Azur

The Fair Housing and Mixed Income Housing 
Ordinance makes it illegal to discriminate against 

a person in regards to:

Race | Color | Religion | Sex | National Origin | 
Handicap (Mental or Physical) | Familial Status 

(Children Under 18) | Source of Income  
(social security, spousal support, child support  
or veterans with housing assistance vouchers) | 

Sexual Orientation | Gender Identity 

The actions that are covered by the 
City Ordinance are:

RENTAL, including leasing, using and keeping a 
unit, and property management; 

SALES, including brokers, sales agents, lenders, 
mortgage brokers, insurance agents and sellers;

ADVERTISEMENT, including brokers, sales 
agents, lenders, mortgage brokers, insurance agents 
and sellers;

EMPLOYMENT, including brokers, sales agents, 
lenders, mortgage brokers, insurance agents 
and sellers;

PUBLIC ACCOMMODATION, service in 
restaurants, theaters, retail store, and 
non-governmental public services 
(relative to sexual orientation only). 

If you suspect discrimination in these areas and 
wish to file a complaint call:
214-670-FAIR (3247)

CITY OF DALLAS 
OFFICE OF FAIR HOUSING AND HUMAN RIGHTS

       Ride with PRIDE!

Join us at Classic Chassis Car Club Dallas the  

first  Tuesday of each month (except December)  

at Ojeda’s as we socialize and talk about our rides.

Tire Kick @ 6:00 Ojeda’s Restaurant Rear Parking Lot  

4617 Maple Avenue Dallas

              
     ClassicChassis.com

              
     info@classicChassis.com

            A
 Region of Lambda Car Club International

1972 Ford F100 Ranger XLT

owner Mark Ramsay
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SLOTHNINJA597  |  contributing writer

Hey nerds, let’s 
talk all things 
PS5.

The latest and great-
est generation of the 
PlayStation was origi-
nally announced way 
back in June, when we 
got the first look at the 
new, sleeker white-
and-black console and 
controller during Sony’s 
alternative to E3. (There 
is a leaked image with 
a black dual shock 
controller that suggests there may be a black PS5 in the 

works, too.)
They excited us with the specs of the most 

powerful console they have ever produced. 
And if specs are your jam, I have the 411:

• CPU: AMD Zen 2-based CPU, 8 Cores/16 
Threads, up to 3.5 GHz

• GPU: 10.28 TFLOPs, 36 CUS @ 2.23 GHz
GPU architecture: Custom RDNA 2
RAM: 16GB GDDR6, 256-bit
Internal storage: 825GB Custom PCIe SSD
• Expandable Storage: PCIe SSD Slot, Exter-

nal HDD
• Disc Drive: Ultra HD Blu-ray, up to 100GB/

disc
• Audio: Tempest 3D AudioTech
We will still get 30fps with some games up 

to 60fps. Now, you might ask: Why a 30fps cap 
with such a powerful new console? Straight answer: 
The player’s television. Honestly, the standard 4k TV 
does not have the capacity to run the higher frame 
rate.

One of the other things they have sprung on us is 
two versions of the new console: You will have the 
ability to purchase the console with or without the disc 
drive. So the folks that want that physical copy of the 
game can still get it, while others who want instant 
gratification of a game on launch date can opt for the 
digital version.

What did we learn new on the Sony Livestream 
Sept. 16? Only what we have all been waiting for: 
launch date and price point.

First the most important thing: The digital only 
version will be just $399, and the version with the disc 
option will be $499.

This is amazing since the digital option is the same 
release price as the PS4 was way back in 2013.

The new devices become available Nov. 12 in the 
U.S., Canada, Japan, Mexico, Australia, New Zealand 
and South Korea with the console dropping for the rest 
of the world on Nov. 19.

There was a pre-sale on Sept. 17, but all pre-orders 
sold out in minutes. Never fear though: They will 
make more!      █

Contact our gayming columnist at slothninja597@gmail.
com.

Sony’s PS5: 
What we 
know so far

L+S     gayming
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LIFE+STYLE
best bets

09.26 Rack Focus Round 10 
A group of budding filmmakers have had three months to complete a project — from 

pitching their concept to industry pros to producing a film no more than 10 minutes long. 
And now it all comes to fruition when Dallas filmmaker — and Dvtv producer — Israel Luna 
hosts the red carpet premiere of Round 10 of his popular film competition, Rack Focus, on 
Saturday at Studio Movie Grill Spring Valley, 13933 N. Central Expressway. Doors open at 2 
p.m., and the event will include screenings of seven independent films, each followed by a 
talk-back session with the cast and crew. The audience and a panel of judges vote on their 
favorites, and nine awards will be presented. Seating is limited, and all social distancing pro-
tocols will be enforced. Visit RackFocusDallas.com for details and tickets.

09.25 World premiere of ‘ROOTED’
The AT&T Performing Arts Center presents the world premiere of B. Moore Dance’s 

production of ROOTED: envisage Dance Installations in its outdoor venue, Annette 
Strauss Square, marking the second live performance on the center’s Dallas Arts District 
campus since the pandemic hit. ROOTED, drawing inspiration from the repertoire 
created and curated by Bridget L. Moore, presents imaginative statement pieces building 
on the concepts of connectivity to re-imagine past works to reflect the present. The 
performance begins at 8 p.m.; all social distancing protocals will be enforced. Visit 
ATTPAC.org for tickets and information.

Employment
Discrimination Lawyer

214-528-6500 • robwiley.com
2613 Thomas Ave., Dallas, TX 75204

Law Office of
Rob Wiley, P.C.

Rack Focus founder Israel Luna, right, with Brandi Amara Skyy and Joe Hoselton
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Cassie Nova
Ruth, Ruby and some hipsters

Hello all. So, as I sit down to write this, 
it is the morning after we learned about 
the passing of the incredible Ruth Bader 
Ginsburg. My heart is still racing, and I am 
worried as hell about what is to come. But 
can we, just for a moment, smile for the life 
she led.

She made a difference in all of our lives. 
She was a true American hero. She deserves 
statues; she deserves to be on our currency. 
Hell, let the phrase “You’ve been Gins-
burged” be a thing, and let it be said every 
time someone opens up a can of whoop-ass 
and serves up some justice.

RBG’s lifelong fight for equality for all 
should be a template we should all follow. 
She was a beacon of light, and, even though 
she has passed, I hope we all feel her good-
ness in the universe.

Honor her life by voting, please. If you are 
not registered to vote, please hurry and get 
it done. You only have until Oct. 5. Ask your 
friends if they are registered to vote, and if 
they aren’t, fucking walk them through the 
process. Please.

In other shitty news, Miss Greg Abbott 
said basically that all businesses can be 
open up to 75 percent of capacity — unless 
that business is a bar. I get it; people drink 
and don’t care as much about social dis-
tancing and masks. But how is doing shots 
at a restaurant any different?

It doesn’t seem fair — like bars are the 
only reason for the spike in cases of COVID.

I live in constant fear of catching the 
Rona, but people that work in bars just want 
to go back to work. Give us the opportunity 
to follow the same rules as everyone else. 
JR.’s was doing a great job of following the 
rules before we were shut down — again.

Letting the rest of the state open up but 
singling out bars feels like a slap in the face. 
Having a food truck outside does not pre-
vent anyone from getting corona.

Sorry y’all; I am just frustrated … and fat.
No joke y’all. Quarantine has turned me 

into a master chef. Why, God? Why am I 
such a good cook?! I know when I finally 
get back on the stage, instead of my usual 
hourglass figure, I’m gonna be shaped like 
a walrus — just an amorphous blob, inch-
wormin’ my fat across the stage. I will have 
to roll onto my side and flap my flipper-fat 
arm to wave to the audience as I tell every-
one in my best Lisa Simpson voice, “I wash 
myself with a rag on a stick.”

But the first one of you that calls me fat … 
Fuck a social distance! Ima sit on you!

In Ruby news — for those that don’t 
know, I have a 130-pound tortoise named 
Ruby, and I think she has decided to murder 
me. I am not joking, that bitch will walk up 
behind me and try to trip me. I don’t mean 
she just walks up, and I stumble over her, I 
mean she comes up behind me, rears back 
and launches herself into the back of my 

legs.
She is 

evil.
Luckily 

the weather 
is getting 
cooler. The 
only times 
she gets 
like that are 
days it is 
near 100 
degrees. It’s 
like the heat 
gives her 
superpow-
ers, and 

she is a supervillain. I kinda understand it; I 
get evil too on those hot-ass days. Yesterday 
she walked up to me and let me pet her on 
the head and tickle her neck, so it seems 
with the cooler weather the more chill she is.

For those of you  thinking how cool it is 
having a big-ass tortoise, it is. But before 
you run out and get one, you should know 
there is a chance they can be possessed by 
an evil demon. They absolutely will destroy 
anything they hate. Ruby hates our gnomes 
and will knock down every single one she 
can.

And you will have to fortify your yard with 
strong fences or lots of long spikes driven 
far into the ground to keep them out of 
areas. They will eat most of your plants, and, 

of course, they might try to kill you.
Don’t get me wrong; I love my Ruby. I love 

to just watch her mosey around the yard 
eating grass. I love that she is nosey; if there 
is anything going on in the back yard, she 
has to check it out and be right in the middle 
of whatever is happening. I love that every 
time I walk out the back door, she leaves her 
hidey-hole to come greet me.

I love that she eats like Pac-Man, and I 
make the sounds in my head as she crunch-
es through her veggies. I love that I have 
watched her grow from the size of a silver 
dollar to the behemoth that she is now.

I read somewhere a while back that hip-
sters get weird pets to seem interesting, and 
it got me thinking, am I a hipster? No, I am 
not. I like things or trends because I actually 
like them, not ironically.

I will drink a craft beer or cider, but I hate 
most IPAs. Most of them taste like some 
random fruit got fucked by a tire fire: “Oooh, 
this tastes like grapefruit and hops, then tire 
fire!” “This one has hints of passion fruit, 
then tire fire.” “Try this one; it tastes like un-
born sea monkeys with hints of plum, then a 
tire fire.”

I can’t grow a beard and don’t have much 
plaid. I don’t have any tattoos yet. I like 
indie artists, but I like mainstream ones, too. 
I do try to take reusable bags with me to 
the grocery store, but I don’t look down on 
those that don’t. I have ugly socks, but I love 
them. Actually, I have lots of ugly things and 

not ironically.
Nope, I am not a hipster. But I am an ass-

hole on occasion. Does that count?
Remember to always love more, bitch less 

and be fabulous! XOXO, Cassie Nova
Cassie Nova’s FreakShow airs every 

Monday at 8 p.m. on Facebook.com/Cassie-
NovasFreakShow.

   

scoop

█  browse
For a more complete Community 

Calendar online, visit 
Tinyurl.com/dvevents.

█  submit
To submit an item for inclusion in 

the Community Calendar, visit 
Tinyurl.com/dvevents.

this week’s solution
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LIFE+STYLE
scene

Oct. 30th | 8pm

Hosted by Jenna Skyy

A Halloween Virtual Event 

A grave affair

Sponsored by

Produced by

Join us online Friday, October 30th @ 8pm! A Halloween Virtual Event • www.dallasvoice.com

‘Don’t Come On Our Base’ kickball team Hey Tiger

Adolfo

Designer Morgan Gianni
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Oct. 30th | 8pm

Hosted by Jenna Skyy

A Halloween Virtual Event 

A grave affair

Sponsored by

Produced by

Join us online Friday, October 30th @ 8pm! A Halloween Virtual Event • www.dallasvoice.com

11311 Harry Hines Blvd. #603
Facing Joe Field Plaza on Joe Field

972-243-2707
Sun-Thur 10am-12am
Fri & Sat 10am-3am

FIND IT ALL HERE AT 

AMAZING
INTIMATE ESSENTIALS Adult DVD, Novelties, Magazines

Watch All The Movies In  
Our World Famous 1200 Channel Arcade

Home of the 
World Famous  

$10 Movie Pass!
Video Rooms - $10 • Over 1200 Channels

1
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Childhood Friend
q-puzzle

Solution on Page 18

Across
 1 The A in GLARP (abbr.)
 5 Aladdin’s find, 
 and others
10 TV listings
14 Caesar’s accusation
15 Foucault’s final word
16 Hide a mike on
17 Jamie of M*A*S*H
18 “___ tov!”
19 Ball of film
20 Yeardley Smith movie
 about a Black
 transgender woman
 who befriends a 
 white cis boy
23 Boneless cuts
24 Blazing
26 ‘60s march site
27 Lang. of Queen Esther
30 Discussion venue
31 Bear of the night
32 South Korea’s capital
34  ___ Side Story
35 With 53-Across, 
 what Smith said about
 the script
38 Construction 
 site chapeau
41 “___ Yellow Brick
 Road”
45 Club for guys in 
 the navy
46 “More or less” suffix

47 Heart chart, for short
48 Caligula’s tongue
 (abbr.)
49 Short-legged dog
51 Discoverer’s cry
53 See 35-Across
57 Zhivago heroine
59 Converted pounds
60 Man or Lesbos
63 Straight-laced
64 Kahlo’s cohort
65 Gay activist, e.g.
66 Obey the red light
67 Family car
68 One looking into
 crystal balls

Down
 1 WWI troop group
 2 More theatrical
 3 Leisurely walks
 4 Confidant of 
 Juliet Capulet
 5 Teachers  in 
 The King and I
 6 Figure skater Rippon
 7 1987 Masters 
 winner Larry
 8 “Every duke and earl
 and ___ is here”
 9 Infection fighter
10 Didn’t spit
11 Richard Chamberlain’s
 Dr. role

12 Humanist of Holland
13 Pride’s place
21 Castro Street, on BART
22 On vacation
23 ACC school
25 Mouth-to-mouth pro
27 Macbeth setting
28 Canon camera
29 Indication of a package
32 Schindler’s List symbols
33 Spectators
36 Fagin of Oliver!, 
 for one
37 Madonna song of 1990
38 Spokes’ center
39 Queer ___ three-dollar
 bill
40 Maid on Will & Grace
42 Tempestt of 
 The Cosby Show
43 Tie up, orally
44 JFK info
50 Terence of Smallville
52 Police actions 
 at Stonewall
54 Hoar
55 Used firehouse poles
56 It covered Caesar’s
 Johnson
57 Johnny Mathis disks
58 Paul Cadmus’ output
61 Writer Harper
62 Blow it

Dr. Mark LeDoux and his crew mask up Welcome to Layla’s house

Sam and friends exploring the AT&T Discovery District



22     dallasvoice.com     █     09.25.20

MarketPlace
MarketPlace

Your calling card for LGBT Texas business
For  information on adverrtising, call us at:

214-754-8710 ext. 110. Visit us online at:
dallasvoice.com/marketplace

The Premier Media Source for LGBT Texas

Wellmind

Need A Therapist?
Edward Richards

L.P.C., CCHt

3 Critical Qualities You Should 
Expect From Your Therapist!

A therapist who is non-judgmental & compassionate.
A therapist who participates and gives you feedback.

A safe environment in which to be open  
and discuss your feelings.

214-766-9200 • EdwardRichardsLPC.com

Psychotherapist • Hypnotherapist

Personal Care

 Employment

Legal

4514 Cole Ave. • Suite 600 • Dallas, TX 75205
214-522-3343 • ladylawsah.com

Not certified by the Texas Board of Legal Specialization

Cohabitation Agreements,
Adoption, Child Custody,

Divorce, Property Division,
Child Support

Family Law

Wills, Medical & Durable Powers of Attorney, 
Guardianship, Litigation

Estate planning and Probate

Specializing In Family,  
Estate Planning,  

Property Agreements 
& Divisions

LGBT Issues

  Legal

THE

PAINTER
Specializing In Interior Painting

25 Years Experience
Free Estimates

Extremely Meticulous
TONY R.

972-754-1536
TonyRThePainter@netscape.com

Services

Afraid of going 
to the gym?

Bring the gym to you!
$99 Special Starter Pack

Includes Consultation
2-One Hour Training Sessions

Nutrition Plan
All Ages and Fitness Levels

(214) 301-0119
BodyByJoeDFW@gmail.com

Joe’s In-Home Personal Training

Personal Care

 Medical

Doug Frerich
REALTOR®
 
p:  214.228.0584
e:  Doug@Rogershealy.com
w: DougFrerich.com
w: RogersHealy.com
a:  3001 Knox Street #210, 
     Dallas, TX 75205

 Real Estate

 Employment
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MarketPlace

2528 W. Walnut, Garland 
(972) 276-0893

2528 W. Walnut, Garland 
(972) 276-0893

7 Day Rentals! $6 DVD’s!
$9.95 Head Cleaners. 

 Adult

 Real Estate

Michael 
Doeringsfeld

Licensee of Engel & Völkers U.S. Holdings, Inc.
5960 Berkshire Lane, 6th. Floor

Dallas, Texas  75225

214-457-4598
www.mikedoeringsfeld.evrealestate.com

 Real Estate

Experience Counts!
20+ Years Supporting the Community
www.FantasticMoves.com

TX
D

M
V 

00
52

14
40

B

VOTED BEST MOVERS 8 YEARS & COUNTING

Fantastic Moves

10610 Metric Drive, Suite # 175 Dallas, TX  75243

Services

Two bedroom residence in a 
predominately lesbian and gay, 
small quiet gated community.

Recently renovated inside and out.
Mediterranean front with beautiful
landscaping. 4 inch door casings, 

7 inch baseboards, crown molding, 
ceiling fans and track lighting. 

Individual heat and AC.
Gay owned & managed. 

Available Now.
2 bedroom w/Private Garden 

$1300/Month
plus electric and insurance.

The Villas on Holland
4210 Holland Ave., #107 at Douglas

214-770-1214

N.E. Oak Lawn | SOHIP 
For Lease

LET US COOL YOU DOWN!
Jade Air

Air Conditioning
    & HeAting

SERVICE • SALES • INSTALLS
ALL MAJor BrAndS

reSidentiAL & CoMMerCiAL

PROMPT
EXCEPTIONAL

SERVICE!

SERVING THE LGBT COMMUNITY FOR OVER 20 YEARS!
JadeAirDallas.com 

214.522.2805
214.923.7904

Services

Your Next Move 
is Key!

• Award Winning Real Estate 
• Tech Savvy Marketing Plans
• Innovative approach 
   to moving

Visit: hGroupHomes.com
Call: 214.659.3624

Phil Hobson

 Real Estate

Fence Staining, interior/exterior,
tape, Bed & texture

MeticulouS & attention to detail
poWer WaSHing

469-471-8618
25 YearS experience! 

SatiSFaction guaranteed! 
neat, clean & reliaBle

eddie’S 
qualitY painting

Services

Services

Keller Williams 
Realty

www.mrealtygroup.com
toddmaley@aol.com

Todd Maley

214-564-9598

LET’S MAKE A
DEAL!

Proudly 
Serving 

the LGBT 
Community

 Real Estate

4 8 3 3  B r e n t w o o d  S t a i r  R d .  S t e  1 5 9
F t  W o r t h ,  T e x a s ,  7 6 1 0 3

www.forplayllc.com

EXOTIC LINGERE

A n d r e w  C h r i s t i a n  
A v a i l a b l e

Services

Legal




