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from the ashes™ -

Fire destroyed 2 buildings ASD had planned to renovate. S

Now the agency plans to rebuild bigger and better B
by David Taffet, Page 6



Proudly serving the DFW LGBTQ community
with over 30 years of hands-on experience

e
L

Erin Simms, FNP-C / Steven M. Pounders, MD / Chad Nyland, DO
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Gonzalez hosting COVID
testing, PPE distribution
eventin HD 104

DallasVoice.com/Instant-Tea

Highlights from the Dallas Voice Website

State Rep. Jessica Gonzalez will host a free
COVID-19 testing site and PPW distribution
event on Saturday, Aug. 29, from 8 a.m.-4 p.m.
at Blessed Sacrament Catholic Church, 231
N. Marsalis Ave., in her home district, House
District 104.

The event, intended to provide testing and
PPE for frontline construction workers and
their families, is also being hosted by Dallas
City Council Member Chad West, the United
States Hispanic Contractors Association, the
Hispanic Contractors Association de Tejas, the
Texas Division of Emergency Management,
the Dallas Hispanic Firefighters Association,
Blessed Sacrament Catholic Church and Tito’s
Handmade Vodka.

Tests and PPE will be distributed on a first
come, first served basis. Those attending are
asked to wear a face mask and follow all social
distancing guidelines.

For information contact the Hispanic
Contractors Association by phone at 512-270-
9857 or by email at ushcadeaustin@gmail.com.

— Tammye Nash

Republicans attack Texas
congressional candidate
Gina Ortiz Jones using
homophobic slurs

State Rep. Jessica Gonzalez

Republicans are resorting to homophobia in
their campaign to retain the West Texas U.S.
House seat currently held by Rep. Will Hurd.
Gina Ortiz Jones is the Democratic candidate,
and she is facing Republican Tony Gonzales.

The RNCC suggested Gonzales’ supporters
targeted her because of her sexual orientation.
In a podcast, Gonzales said she had a “trans-
gender agenda.”

While both candidates are veterans,
VoteVets issued a statement on behalf of Ortiz
Jones:

“The RNCC attacking any candidate for
their sexual orientation is reprehensible, vile
and gutter-politics at its worst. That in the year
2020, they think it’s a winning strategy against
a veteran who has served her country hon-
orably, tells you everything you need to know
about Donald Trump’s Republican Party. Gina
Ortiz Jones volunteered to serve her country
selflessly and courageously during ‘Don’t Ask,
Don’t Tell.” These desperate and homophobic
attacks on her are yet another example of
how — just like their standard-bearer Donald
Trump — today’s Republican Party has nothing
to offer the American people beyond faux-pa-
triotism and culture-war grievances.”

Ortiz Jones campaign issued the following
statement on the RNCC'’s attacks and Gonza-
les” past homophobic rhetoric: “Washington

Congressional candidate Gina Ortiz Jones

Republicans’ efforts to promote bigotry and
homophobia have no place in this race, and
it shows just how out of touch they are with
Texans in this district. Tony Gonzales should
condemn this shameless attempt to stoke hate
and answer for his own dangerous rhetoric
against the LGBTQ community.”

— David Taffet

Gavin Grimm wins in the

Fourth Circuit Court of Appeals

The Fourth Circuit Court of Appeals on
Wednesday, Aug. 26, ruled in favor of American
Civil Liberties Union client Gavin Grimm, decid-
ing that restroom policies segregating trans-
gender students from their peers and denying
transgender student accurate transcripts are
unconstitutional and violate Title IX, the federal
law prohibiting sex discrimination in education.

The decision comes after a five-year long
court battle that began when the ACLU and
ACLU of Virginia filed a sex discrimination
lawsuit against the Gloucester Country School
Board for adopting a discriminatory policy re-
quiring Grimm and other transgender students
to use “alternative private” restrooms.

Grimm, who began his legal fight as a
sophomore in high school in 2015, said, “All
transgender students should have what | was
denied: the opportunity to be seen for who
we are by our schools and our government.
Today'’s decision is an incredible affirmation
for not just me, but for trans youth around the
country.”

This week’s ruling follows a recent decision
from the Supreme Court that it is illegal to fire
someone for being LGBTQ. The ACLU argued
in the case of Aimee Stephens that federal
civil rights laws that prohibit sex discrimination
protect LGBTQ people. Today the court once
again ruled that Title IX, which also prohibits
sex discrimination, applies to transgender
students.

Grimm'’s case itself reached the Supreme
Court in 2017, but was sent back to lower
court for review when the Trump administration
rescinded Department of Education’s earlier
protections for trans students under Title IX.
The court sent the case back to the Fourth

Circuit Court for reconsideration. In 2019, the
Supreme Court rejected a challenge to school
policies that support transgender students.

— David Taffet

Former Dallas mayor among 27
Republicans supporting Biden

Former Dallas mayor Steve Barlett

Former Dallas Mayor Steve Bartlett was
among three Republican former senators and
24 Republican former representatives who this
week announced their support for Democratic
nominee Joe Biden for president.

Bartlett was the 55th mayor of Dallas,
serving from 1991-95. He served as a member
of the House of Representatives from a north
Dallas district from 1983-1991 and was
replaced by Rep. Sam Johnson.

During his term in office as mayor, the first
pro-LGBTQ ordinance came before the Dallas
City Council. The LGBTQ community thought
they had the votes supporting non-discrimi-
nation in city employment to pass with a 8-7
majority. Instead, before Bartlett voted in favor
of the ordinance, he said, “We don’t discrimi-
nate in my business. We shouldn’t discriminate
in the city,” surprising everyone around the
horseshoe as well as people in the council
chamber on both sides of the issue.

The Republicans supporting Biden issued a
statement that Trump’s failure in office super-
seded partisanship.

— David Taffet

= MeetArt,a
N 3-year-old
male mixed
breed pup
looking for a
24 new leashon
& life. He came
= tothe SPCA

¥ of Texas
after being

i% mistreated,

{ and when
he arrived,
he had no
idea that he had found a safe place. He was scared of people and
didn’t want anyone to come into his kennel. The staff described
him as very depressed, and it took him a it of time to recover.
Thankfully, the staff didn’t give up on Art, and he has gained so
much confidence since then. He loves going outside, playing with

@avorite red ball and getting treats from humans. Due to his

=pet of the week / ART

past, he still has fearful tendencies, so he must have a house with
a securely fenced-in yard. He is looking for an adopter who will
be patient, loving and kind, and who will give him all the love

he was previously deprived of and work with him on his basic
obedience training as he gains his confidence. He would love a
family who will spend lots of time playing with him and give him
lots of opportunities for exercise, and he would do best in a home
with adults only. Potential adopters get to take Art on a test drive
through a trial adoption. Art is waiting for his new family at the
Jan Rees-Jones Animal Care Center in Dallas.

In an effort to reduce the potential for spreading COVID-19, the
SPCA of Texas’ shelters, clinics, mobile adoption events and mobile
wellness events remain closed to the public until further notice.
Adoptions are available by appointment only. Adopters will

need to submit an adoption inquiry form in order to begin the
tele-adoption process and schedule an appointment to complete

the adoption. Browse our available animals at spca.org/findapet

and visit spca.org/dogadopt to inquire about a dog or spca.org/
catadopt to inquire about a cat. /
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Hoping for

bigger and better

—

AIDS Services Dallas was about
to start renovating a property
acquired more than a year ago;
a Saturday night fire means
starting from scratch

DAVID TAFFET | Senior Staff Writer

taffet@dallasvoice.com

fire that destroyed a
two-building apartment
complex owned by
AIDS Services Dallas
that was about to
be renovated into
affordable hous-
ing for people

living with HIV could turn out to be a
blessing in disguise for AIDS Services of
Dallas: Plans had called for the property
to be renovated into 16 affordable apart-
ments for people living with HIV. Now,

08.28.20

6 dallasvoice.com

though, ASD CEO Traswell Livingston
is optimistic that what will replace the
planned renovation will be bigger and
better new construction.

The blaze that broke out at about mid-
night Saturday, Aug. 22, leveled one of
the two buildings and severely damaged
the second. The property was purchased
in 2019, and the renovation project broke
ground in February just before the be-
ginning of the pandemic shut down.

Residents of the new property will
mostly be people who currently live at
other ASD properties but have become
more independent.

Zoning for the neighborhood allows
construction up to eight stories. Liv-
ingston said it’s unlikely they’ll build
that high because there wouldn’t be
enough room for parking without an
underground garage, which would be
extremely expensive. He said a new de-
sign would surely be for a three-story —
maybe four-story — building.

But before any new plans for the prop-
erty get underway, Livingston has sever-
al steps ahead of him.

The fire that destroyed the buildings is
under investigation.

Atmos Energy was on site during the
fire. Gas had been turned off at the prop-
ery, but water and electric services to the
buildings were still on. The property was
uninhabited and the buildings secured.
But fire investigators will be looking for
any signs of arson. As of press time, Dal-
las Fire and Rescue gave ASD no indica-
tion what may have caused the fire.

Now Livingston has to deal with the
insurance company. Thankfully, the
property is covered, but what he doesn’t
know yet is whether insurance will cov-
er expenses ASD has already paid — like
the architect’s fees for a design to ren-
ovate existing buildings that will now
have to be scrapped in favor of a design
for a whole new building.

In February, work was about to begin
when the pandemic hit. Design plans
were finalized earlier this month, and
work was again about to begin when the
property was destroyed by the fire.

ASD kept the property fenced and
boarded up between February and Au-
gust. The agency also kept the lawn
mowed and trash taken out. Still, Living-
ston said, there was evidence that some-
one was sleeping there, even though
ASD checked the property regularly.

“We did everything we could to secure
the building,” Livington said. “From
time to time, we had to re-secure the
place.”

While building something better than
what was there before was always the
goal, Livingston said he didn’t know
what obstacles there are to building
something bigger.

Part of the renovation was being fund-
ed with federal funds though HOPWA —
Housing Opportunities for Persons With
AIDS. That funding, which comes from
the Department of Housing and Urban
Development, may have been specifical-
ly designated for a renovation project.

One of the two buildings is nothing
more than rubble after the fire. The sec-
ond is severely damaged, but city inspec-
tors haven’t decided if it needs to be torn
down. The fire damaged the roof and
part of the structure, and it would take
quite a bit more money to rehab what is
left.

Livingston said he’s not sure how the
fire will affect the existing HOPWA fund-
ing, but the city does have two funds that
he’s hoping ASD can tap into to provide
some of the money they’ll need to pro-
ceed.

One of those sources is Community
Development Block Grants, which “fund
local community development activities
with the stated goal of providing afford-
able housing, anti-poverty programs,
and infrastructure development,” ac-
cording to HUD. The other is HOME,
another HUD program that “provides
grants to state and local governments
to create affordable housing for low-in-
come households.”

The original plan was for the new
property to open to residents by the end
of this year. With renovations just set to
begin, the opening date had been pushed
off until summer 2021. Now, Livingston
said, the fire postpones the project until
at least spring 2022.

He said among residents there is dis-
appointment and frustration. That’s
after six months of" stress caused by
COVID-19, and ASD lost one resident to
the virus.

Still, during the pandemic, ASD was
able to take in 14 new residents. Most
had been sleeping on cots while living in
the makeshift shelter at the Dallas Con-
vention Center.

“They can much better maintain their
health at Hillcrest House,” Livingston
said.

During the pandemic, ASD had to re-
strict all visitors from coming into their
residences, and, Livingston said, “Isola-
tion builds anxiety.”

Livingston said he’s ready to start
opening the properties in slow, incre-
mental steps. And he hopes to get the
project at 511 N. Lancaster underway.
That would be one way to accommodate
some of the 148 people currently on the
waiting list for ASD housing.

No matter what HOPWA, insurance
and other government funding comes
through, rebuilding bigger and better is
going to take additional fundraising. W

To make a donation, visit AIDSDallas.
org and click on the 511 Lancaster tab. Scroll
down to hit the donate button.




‘One clear choice’

Comparing party platforms
shows Dems support for equality

TAMMYE NASH | Managing Editor

nash@dallasvoice.com

ith both
the Dem-
ocratic and
Republi-
can national
conventions
now com-
plete, and the
2020 presidential election entering its
final stretch, a look at each party’s plat-
form leaves little if any question which
of the two major parties offers the most
support for LGBTQ Americans, repre-
sentatives from two national LGBTQ or-
ganizations said this week.

Democrats formally adopted their
party platform during their virtual con-
vention held Aug. 17-20, at which they
officially nominated former Vice Presi-
dent Joe Biden as the party’s presiden-
tial candidate and Sen. Kamala Harris
as his vice presidential running mate.
The platform, drafted and approved by
the platform committee in June, pledges
support for full LGBTQ equality.

The GOP, however, announced in June
that because of the difficulties of try-
ing to stage the convention during the
COVID-19 epidemic, that the party was
choosing to forego a new party platform.
Instead, the Republican National Com-
mittee’s Executive Committee voted in
June to adopt the same platform used in
2016, and on Aug. 22, the RNC adopted
a resolution reiterating that the party
would not adopt a new platform and
pledging the party’s continuing support
for Trump’s “America First agenda.”

That recycled platform includes a
number of anti-LGBTQ planks and, ac-
cording to Politico, isn’t satisfactory to
either the party’s more conservative
members, who “wanted new language
of gender identity and late-term abor-
tion,” or more moderate factions who
worry the platform’s more extreme
planks will “alienate suburbanites.”

“This year, the stakes for our move-
ment could not be higher as we face the

Alphonso David

most important election of our lives,”
Human Rights Campaign President Al-
phonso David said via video, adding
that the Democratic Party’s 2020 plat-
form is “the most pro-LGBTQ agenda”
in the party’s history.

Elliot Imse, senior director of com-
munications for Victory Fund, agreed.
“The Democratic Party platform is the
most pro-LGBTQ platform ever adopt-
ed by any major American party,” Imse
said. “It calls for full equality not just for
LGBTQ people in general, but full equal-
ity for transgender people, for LGBTQ
people of color, for LGBTQ people with
disabilities, for LGBTQ children and
LGBTQ parents — for ALL LGBTQ peo-
ple.”

Imse continued, “Every policy and
every piece of legislation these politi-
cians promote and pass and sign into
law affects the LGBTQ community in
some way because our community is

CHOICE, Next Page
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so diverse. When you look at this plat-
form, it proves that the Democratic Party
is clearly on the side of equality, and is
not shying away from that in public or
in private.”

The GOP’s 2016 platform, Imse not-
ed, explicitly opposes legal recognition
of same-sex marriage, despite the U.S.
Supreme Court’s 2015 ruling, explicitly
opposes allowing same-sex couples to
adopt and explicitly supports conversion
therapy for LGBTQ youth.

“Even though there are fair-minded
Republicans — both voters and elected
officials — the party itself has declared
itself to be anti-LGBTQ,” Imse said. “Be-
fore the Trump administration, there
were a number of Republican elected of-
ficials at the federal and state levels that
were willing to embrace some LGBTQ
issues. But now, Trump has completely
taken over the party.

“There may be some [in the party]
who are trying to argue that Trump isn’t
anti-LGBTQ,” he added. “But their par-
ty platform is entirely clear, and it is an-
ti-LGBTQ. There is literally nothing to

debate. Unfortunately, we are at a place
in American politics where there really
is only one party that supports equality.”

What the Democratic Party
platform says on LGBTQ
issues

A search of the 2020 Democratic Par-
ty Platform shows that the acronym
LGBTQ+ appears 30 times — not count-
ing two mentions in the table of contents
— beginning in the document’s pream-
ble, which pledges that the party will
“give hate no safe harbor,” will “never
amplify or legitimize the voices of rac-
ism, misogyny, anti-Semitism, anti-Mus-
lim bigotry or white supremacy.

“Democrats will,” the documents con-
tinues, “protect and promote the equal
rights of all our citizens — women,
LGBTQ+ people, religious minorities,
people with disabilities, Native Ameri-
cans and all who have been discriminat-
ed against in too many ways and for too
many generations.”

The platform specifically includes

Elliot Imse

LGBTQ equality in its pledges to fight
employment discrimination, homeless-
ness and racial, gender and health in-
equalities. It also condemns the Trump
administration’s “discriminatory actions
against the LGBTQ+ community, includ-
ing the dangerous and unethical regu-
lations allowing doctors, hospitals and
insurance companies to discriminate

against patients based on their sexual
orientation or gender identity.”

The platform pledges that Demo-
crats will “take action to guarantee that
LGBTQ+ people and those living with
HIV/AIDS have full access to needed
health care and resources, including by
requiring that federal health plans pro-
vide coverage for HIV/AIDS testing and
treatment and HIV prevention medica-
tions like PrEP and PEP, gender confir-
mation surgery and hormone therapy.”

One plank in the platform is dedi-
cated specifically to protecting rights
that the LGBTQ community has al-
ready won and calls for passage of the
Equality Act to “outlaw discrimination
against LGBTQ+ people in housing,
public accommodations, access to cred-
it, education, jury service and federal
programs.” It also promises the par-
ty will work to protect LGBTQ people
from discrimination in foster care and
adoption programs, to protect LGBTQ
youth from bullying and to “guarantee
transgender students” access to facilities
based on their gender identity” as well
as making sure LGBTQ seniors are in-
cluded in federal programs. ]
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We have to care. We have to vote

n the middle of a pandemic, Trump

is literally destroying the post office

right before our eyes because he
doesn’t want people to be able to safely
vote by mail. He’d rather people go to
the polls ... .

Wait a minute! What am I saying?
Republicans don’t want people to vote!
High voter turnout is good for Demo-
crats.

Regardless, the Republicans think
nothing of driving people out into a pub-
lic space when there is still a deadly vi-
rus ripping through the country.

To be clear, Trump and his wife have
applied for absentee ballots so that they
can vote by mail in the November elec-
tion.

I love the post office. Maybe because
I was born a couple decades before the
internet boom. Maybe because I met my
wife in 1997, right before she left for 11
months to study in Japan. Getting letters
and postcards from her made my life.
And I sent many to her as well.

Republicans have long been after the
post office, wanting to privatize it be-
cause — as far as the GOP sees it — if
it doesn’t make a profit, then what’s the
point? This also helps to explain why
they hate public schools and would like
to see the system taken over by for-prof-
it corporations who have to answer to
shareholders, not parents and students.

But Republicans have never been so
brazen in their attempt to steal an elec-
tion before. Trump is 100 percent not
interested in running a campaign and
competing on his merits — because he
has no merits. He’s a trash human whose
resume boasts racism and rape. It’s as-
tounding to me that anyone still sup-
ports him, but they do.

While phone banking for the state
house race I'm working on, I talk to a
good number of people. Most do not
want to talk to me. Frankly, a lot of peo-
ple are rude. Some holler, “Put me on the
‘do not call list'!"” and hang up the phone,
as if they think that I have access to some
grand master list I can delete their name
from.

But nothing makes me more disheart-
ened than when I talk to someone who
says, “I'm not interested in politics.” It

is  often
younger,
presum-
ably white
men, who
say such
things.
And my
first  in-
stinct  is
to yell,
“MUST
BE NICE!”
into  the
phone.

D’Anne Witkowski
(reep of the Week

It’s a luxury to not care about politics.
Or, I should say, it’s a luxury to not have
to think of the policies that other people
are making for you because you are not
the one who will be harmed by such pol-
icies.

I've been an out lesbian my entire
adult life. There has never been a single
day when I didn’t have to think about
how policy affected my life. There were
literally laws against me loving another
person.

So yeah, I take it personally when a
registered voter tells me they don’t care
about voting.

That is especially true now! Trump has
literally been the worst president. He is a
terrible person who has spent his entire
life harming other people. And since he
took office, his ability to hurt people has
become seemingly limitless.

We're in the neighborhood of 170,000
deaths from COVID-19, certainly more
by the time you are reading this. I re-
member reading a dire prediction that

we would have 200,000 people dead by
the November election. And we’re on
track to even surpass that.

In 2016, we had a choice between a
good person and a bad person for presi-
dent. We chose the bad person. And we
have paid a price.

In 2020, we have a choice between a
good person and a bad person for presi-
dent. We need to choose the right person
this time.

I DGAF how you feel about Joe Biden.
He wasn’t my first choice. Or my second.
Or my third. But putting someone in
charge who actually cares about Amer-
icans dying in
droves should be
an easy lift.

This is why
Trump is throw-
; ing tantrums so

&« hard right now.
He has shown
us who he is
over and over
again. And, sad-

ly, his words
and actions have
become nor-

malized in this
country. But he isn’t normal. This isn't
normal.

I urge you to vote. Get your friends
to vote. Get your family to vote, unless
they’re the family you dread seeing at
Thanksgiving because they love Trump
and think that racism isn’t real.

If you're planning on voting by mail,
get your shit together. Make a plan.
Know your state’s election laws. In
Michigan, I advise that you get your ap-
plication for a ballot in early. Take your
completed ballot to your clerk’s office
yourself. Put a mask on and drop it off.

On Twitter I keep seeing posts like,
“Retweet if you would crawl naked
over broken glass and rusty nails to
vote Trump out in November.” The way
things are going, that’s not far-fetched.
And that’s not normal. ]

D’Anne Witkowski is a poet, writer and
comedian living in Michigan with her wife
and son. She has been writing about LGBT
politics for over a decade. Follow her on Twit-
ter @MamaD Witkowski.
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What makes,
sammles JJ

A streak of exciting sandwich options
turns a staple of the lunchbox into
works of culinary indulgence

Text and Photography
ARNOLD WAYNE JONES | Executive Editor

jones@dallasvoice.com

e call many sandwiches by different
Wnames, even when they are just bread,

protein and garnish. (Point of contro-
versy: “A hot dog is a sandwich; a taco is not.”
Discuss.) Well, I'm willing to defy that reductionist
view. Some sandwiches really are unique. A Cubano
can have multiple things in it, but if there’s no pick-
le and mustard hot-pressed with the bread, Swiss
and pork, you don’t have a Cubano, you have a cro-
que-monsieur. A Reuben earns its moniker with the
presence of sauerkraut and corned beef. Anything
less is merely a loose-meat stack. A po” boy needs
crunch and fried seafood, period.

So what makes for a distinctive sandwich experi-
ence? A recent run of sandwich outings has reinvig-
orated my valuation of this familiar meal (so named
because in the 18th century the notorious gambler
John Montagu, the fourth Earl of Sandwich, refused
to leave the betting table to dine, and requested
meat be brought to him between two slices of
bread). Here, then — just as National Sandwich
Month nears its end — is a brief primer of some of
the best, most specific sammies around right now.

10 dallasvoice.com 08.28.20
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Homerun: Ngon perfects the authentic
banh mi for Texas palates

In an early episode of The Simpsons, Homer
laments his limited sandwich choices in Springfield:
“I'm sick of eating hoagies. I want a grinder, a sub,
a foot-long hero! I want to live, Marge!” Homer was
waaayyy off. If that episode had aired within the last
decade or so, he would definitely have wanted to
include a banh mi in his litany. The classic Vietham
snack — around since the 19th century following
the French colonization of Indochina — became a
staple in its homeland more than a century ago, but
lingered on the fringes of “ethnic goods” in the U.S.
from the mid-1970s until about 2009. That’s about
when food trucks and specialty shops, buoyed by
the prevalence of idiosyncratic culinary options
(Korean tacos! Vegan wraps! CBD-infused smooth-
ies!), began to spread the word about this seeming-
ly simple sammie: a baguette, braced with meats
and veggies.

Seems basic. So what makes a banh mi a banh mi and
not, say, a French dip sans jus, or a stubby lobster roll?

I'have come to believe that a true banh mi owes its
life to three things that accompany the base of French
bread: pickled vegetables, a savory-sweet emulsion
and pate de foie gras. I came to that conclusion after
I enjoyed that style of banh mi (several, actually) at
Ngon, a new Vietnamese restaurant that just soft-
opened on Lowest Greenville. (Its grand opening is
set for the next week or two.) I'd had my share of
Americanized banh mi before, but none seduced me as
winningly as the ones here.

AvoEatery’s B.L.A.T., top, adds avocado and a lot of sass to the
classic club-style sandwich; above, the amazing ingredients in Ngon’s
Hanoi-influenced banh mi make it our favorite sandwich.

The pickled veggies are a no-brainer — if you drew
a picture of a generic banh mi, chances are it would be
topped with carrots, cabbage and cilantro. The emul-
sion at Ngon is a housemade butter-mayonnaise; some
places use regular mayo, which is fine, though a step
down in terms of texture, complexity and sophistica-
tion. The butter here is rich and viscous; every bite left
a little on my fingers, and I'm not complaining about
having to lick it off.

This last ingredient may be one to put off diners, but
I'am convinced it’s the key: A shmear of cognac-in-
fused pate bivouacs on the opposite side from the
butter, slathered onto the inner cradle of the bread,



Liberty Burger’s mouthwatering Hatchback.

a kind of palisade girding the other
components from being subsumed by
the airy but carbo-dominance of the
baguette. Its creamy tang conspires with
the butter to balance each bite, sand-
wiching (literally) the meat and veggies
between creamy phalanxes of hearty
versatility. In the past, I've often eaten

a banh mi like a girthy, unwieldy taco,
something to be forced into my mouth
in a few morsels. Often, the bread

is crusty and dense, giving heft and
structure at the expense of subtlety and,
frankly, elegance. The banh mis at Ngon
were eye-opening on that score.

Partly that’s due to the meats. Ngon
only offers chicken and pork protein
options right now, but the styles are
satisfyingly unusual. The vegetarian
option presumably omits the pate and
possibly the foie gras. I began to ask
how they make it, but I demurred. Best
to linger in happy ignorance, imagining
a world where pate lives in harmony
with wokeness, as sweet as butter and
a lush baguette. The alternative is a sad
realization of incompleteness, one likely
to make me declare “D’oh!”

Also to get while there: A Vietnamese egg

coffee.

Netflix and chile: The luscious
Hatchback at Liberty Burger

Clearly a burger is also a sandwich
— perhaps even the apotheosis of the
phylum “sandwich” — and yet people
have argued the point with me: No, it’s
a burger, as if that changes its essential
character. I think some people just don’t
like to think of themselves as “sandwich
people” (with the implied suburban
domesticity, or perhaps the infantilizing
childhood connotations) but burger men.
No matter; they are wrong.

Better men than I (well, not better, just

more obsessive) have chronicled their
perceived taxonomy of “the best burg-
ers in town,” which I shan’t dispute or
try to counter. I will only note that great
burgers can be like comets — appearing
in the sky for too-brief a period of time,
dazzling us with their brightness then
fading until they reappear just when we
need them. Such is the Hatchback from
Liberty Burger.

What makes it unique — and tem-
porary — is the availability of Hatch
chiles from New Mexico. These historic
peppers are known for their mild, earthy
flavor as well as their versatility in
preparation... as well as their truncated
growing season (usually just August
and September; the town of Hatch has
a festival every Labor Day). Liberty
Burger’s version is always ready to go
as soon as the harvest gets underway,
and they do it up right: Diced green
chiles blended into the ground beef, then
more chiles in a salsa topping the burger
and sealed with a slap of Emmenthaler
and a criss-cross of bacon, plus lettuce,
tomato and purple onion. It’s one of the
juiciest burgers around, with a rustic but
elevated flavor and tons of gooey Swiss
binding it all together. You've got about
a month more to enjoy it, then it'll be
next summer before you get the chance
again. Though we’ve all grown accus-
tomed to waiting for good things lately.

Also to get while there: The Saboteur,
or one of the other alcohol-infused adult
milkshake.

Gee, B.L.T.s worth queueing
up for: AvoEatery’s sophisticated
club redux meets One90 Meats’
re-ducks

The B.L.T,, the avatar of the club
sandwich (minus the slices of chicken
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breast), is perhaps the most
traditional of American
sammies. It’s also among
the least interesting. I can
barely imagine a B.L.T. and
not envision sun-cracked
women in tennis skirts and
portly men in golf shorts
ordering one with a martini
and hint of racism. Picture
it in your head: High but
narrow triangles of toasted
Wonder Bread, pre-cut and
served with a limp pickle and friseed
toothpick struggling to keep it from
toppling before it gets to the table.

Yeah, well, the B.L.A.T. doesn’t look
remotely like that. Or taste like it.

As you might well imagine, the
one constant among the options at
AvoEatery in Trinity Groves is the
creamy, rich appeal of the alligator
pear, aka a Mexican avocado: Its flesh is
mashed, sliced, fanned or otherwise in-
corporated into every dish on the menu,
as well as many cocktails. But the one
iteration that sold me the most was the
B.L.A.T. (guess what the A stands for?).

Wide, buttered slices of Signature
Bakery bread are grilled and left intact
before being layered with lettuce and
tomato, then tons of crisp bacon strips,
two fried eggs and half an avocado,
completed by a spread of avo-aioli.

It’s a savory, gooey feast —a B.L.T. in
components but not execution. There’s
the ooze from the yolk, the crunch from
the bacon, the cool dance of the avo-
cado evening out all the components.

It makes you rethink all those lunches
Mom made you sit through silently
with her bridge partners, and how may-
be they would have played less if they
had this on their plates.

Also to get while there: Avocado toast,
natch.

Compare, though, AvoEatery’s vari-
ation to the D.L.T. from One90 Smoked
Meats: The B gives way to a D, for duck.
“It’s a pretty simple sandwich,” says
owner Kyle St. Claire, “except you don't
often see duck on a sandwich.” Ya think?

Smoked with a mix of local pecan
and oak, the thick breast of a well-
fed mallard is sliced with a cap of fat
in each edge, giving it a bacon-like
quality, though it’s layered more like
a cheesesteak on thin slices of rustic
bread (plus, of course, the L and T). The
addition of a spicy-sweet reduction of
cherries and jalapeno soothes it out, for

Duck subs for bacon in One90’s D.L.T.

one of the most unusual B.L.T.s you'll
find.
Also to get while there: Smoked brisket.

Full house: Meddlesome Moth’s
gastropub twist on a staple deli
sammich

Speaking of sandwich styles that go
underappreciated in carb-conscious
America, the one I kept thinking of
when I was presented with the One-
Eyed Jack from Meddlesome Moth is
the Dagwood — a sammie known not
so much for its ingredients, but for its
size. It’s not that the Jack is all that tall,
though I did take half of it home with
me to eat later; it’s that it packs so much
between its slices of bread that it feels
like one of those vertical, gravity-defy-
ing lunches from a cartoon.

Like the banh mi, it's a pork-lover’s
fantasia: a crisp plank of thick bacon
crosses the bread diagonally, a sort
of introduction to the flavorful duroc
ham layered underneath. The ham is
buffeted by a stratum of Tillamook
cheddar, thick and cheesy and uniting
the components. Adding an air of cro-
que-madame to the mix, a fried egg is
embedded in the upper piece of bread.
The entire enterprise perches atop a nest
of french fries, which I enjoyed but are
supporting players to the pigalicious
proteins that crowns it. Dagwood —
and Homer — would be proud.

Also to get while there: Spicy duck wings.

Ngon Vietnamese Kitchen, 1907 Green-
ville Ave. NgonKitchen.com.

Liberty Burger, 1904 Abrams Parkway
and other locations. GiveMeLibertyBurger.
com.

AvoEatery at Trinity Groves, 3011 Gul-
den Lane, ste. 116. AvoEatery.com.

One90 Smoked Meats, 10240 Northwest
Highway. One90SmokedMeats.com.

Meddlesome Moth, 1621 Oak Lawn Ave.
MothInThe.net. [}




Live performance continues to make a comeback, as theater and dance figure out how to grow

during the era of COVID. And eating out still has teeth!

rach

Bruce Wood returns with dance from your car. Bruce Wood Dance has continued
to entertain during the pandemic by releasing video performances of past shows. But
thanks to a bunch of creatives, the company is now back with a new, in-person work.
Friday BWD will inaugurate the Tin Star Theater in Trinity Groves with Twilight at the
Tin Star. An immersive in-the-round drive-in event, it will feature dancers performing
site-specific choreography from Gregory Dolbashian and live music under the canopy
of the TETRA, an illuminated structural art piece by Colin Hendee. Tin Star Theater,
2712 Beeville St. Aug. 28. Gates at 7 p.m., show at 7:30 p.m. $20/vehicle (via
Eventbrite or at the gate).

INCOME TAX RETURNS
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ron@ronallencpa.com - www.ronallencpa.com
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Stage West presents live drive-in theater. The last time we saw Stage West produce
a show, it was a filmed version of its pre-corona live staging of The Children. The

Fort Worth-based company is back on the boards... in a way. Stage West presents

a live version of the dance-theater production of Prism Movement Theater’s socially-
distanced piece Everything Will Be Fine, a title we can all benefit from hearing now.
The piece deals with a woman dealing with an unthinkable loss and how she copes.
The drive-in experience will take place in a Texas Wesleyan University parking lot, with
audio piped in through your radio. Sept. 3-27, Thursdays—Sundays, 8:15 p.m. $40 per
car. StageWest.org for details and exact location.

. '-"’I)‘
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Restaurant Week kicks off. Many of us have braved the occasional restaurant sit-

down experience in the last five months, but this may be the thing to get more of us
out and about: The official launch of Restaurant Week... later than usual, and with new

protocols, new options (lunches!) and a host of great restaurants. It officially runs from

Aug. 31-Sept. 6, with preview weekend starting Friday and extended weeks through

Sept. 27. Cost is $39. For reservations and lists of participating restaurants, visit
DFWRestaurantWeek.com.

Marc A. Tribble, MD

Specializing in

HIV treatment & PreEP

MDProgressiveCare.com
214-521-0100

Book your ?ﬂ%
Appointment %
online 3

Voted to
D Magazine's
“ Best Doctors”
list since 2007!
13 Years!

3500 Oak Lawn Ave. Suite 700
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Cassie Nova

From job history to job hunting

Hey everybody. | hate to say it, but | think
it may be time for me to find a job. Like,
for real. This pandemic has fucked up so
much, and not doing shows has put an end
to my life security. Yes, | said life — not just
financial.

Doing shows is like therapy for me. It’s like
| have a battery inside me that can only be
charged by a live audience. | have continued
to do my Freakshow online (Mondays at 8
p.m.), and it really is fun. But there is nothing
like a live crowd that you can feed off of and
react to.

Plus, the camaraderie between all of the
girls working in a show is something | miss
more than | thought possible. There is a
sisterhood between drag performers that is
uniquely strong. My fellow castmates in the
Rose Room and at J.R.’s know me better
than any member of my blood family does.

A job though ... . What the hell am | qual-
ified to do at this point? | have done drag as
my main job for almost 30 years now. Sure
| have had other jobs in the past, but what
could this jaded and bitchy man-child do
now that doing drag is off the table?

| need ideas.

I’'ve worked since | was 14 years old. One
week before my 15th birthday, | got a job at
a Dairy Queen that was owned by a friend
of my mother’s, way the fuck out in Rich-
ardson. We lived in Balch Springs, and my
PawPaw would drive me to work every day
then pick me up.

| lied and said | was 16. The owner, | think,
liked my mom so he didn’t pry. But there
was no way | looked 16. The customers
were constantly asking me how old | was:
“I’m 16; now mind your business.”

| actually kind of liked being the Dairy
Queen. | killed it running the drive-thru, even
though | got called “ma’am” a thousand
times a day. By the time | was 16, | was shift
leader — or whatever it was called then.

Then | worked for a very short-lived dollar
theater in Balch Springs. My best friend
Adam and | would literally get off the bus
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11311 Harry Hines Blvd. #603
Facing Joe Field Plaza on Joe Field

from school and go open the movie theater.
We took turns being ticket seller, working
concessions and running the projector. The
owner stopped by once a week and picked
up the money to take to the bank.

It really was a shitty little theater, and we
usually only got movies after they went to
video. On the busiest nights, we might have
had 35 to 40 people between the two movie
screens we ran. Needless to say, that poor
place did not last long. But it was fun while
it lasted.

When it closed, the Boss Hogg-looking
owner didn’t have enough money to pay us
our last paycheck. He told us to take what-
ever we wanted as payment. Adam took
a couple of giant speakers, and | got my
first CD player. (Back then CD players were
crazy expensive.) Random fact: The first CD
| ever bought was the Batman soundtrack
by Prince.

Then | was a butcher. No, seriously: |
worked at Winn Dixie as the night butcher.

That sounds so much cooler than it was;
it was so gross. Of course, | only applied for
the job because there was a guy that worked

FIND IT ALL HERE AT

INTIMATE ESSENTIALS Adult DVD, Novelties, Magazines

Watch All The Movies In

Our World Famous 1200 Channel Arcade

Home of the

World Famous
$10 Movie Pass!

Video Rooms - $10 ¢ Over 1200 Channels

972-243-2707
Sun-Thur 10am-12am
Fri & Sat 10am-3am

HARRY HINES

there that | liked. | did everything | could

to get that guy to notice me. | would walk
past that stupid swinging door with the little
round window so much that | wore a trail of
tears onto the floor.

When | would finally find what aisle he
was restocking on, | would find a reason to
walk up and down that aisle. I'd say shit like,
“Yup, looks like we need a can of shoestring
potatoes in a can for dinner tonight.” Or
“Wow! That is a great price on Comet clean-
er! | better get two!”

And, nothing! | don’t remember his name,
but I do remember his fine-ass mullet that
was spiked on top and permed in the back.
Believe it or not, that was considered sexy in
the late ’80s.

Back to me being a butcher: Winn Dixie
made me take a training course on butcher-
ing meat, using the machines and cleaning
up at night. | hated working there. The meats
were so gross. | would get there at about 5
p.m. as the day shift was leaving, and they
would leave a list of shit work for me to do.

| would have to grind pork meat and fat to
make sausage, then put it on those Styro-
foam trays and wrap it in plastic. Customers
would ask me to cut up hams — and always
after | had just cleaned the slicer for the
night.

I’d have to take apart all of the equipment
— slicers, grinders, tenderizers. They had a
machine for everything, and it was my job to
clean out all of the little bits of fat and gross-
ness that clogged every nook and cranny
of the machines. | hated it so much that |
seriously thought about being a vegetarian
for a bit. But, you know, steak.

| would leave every night soaked in meat
water and smelling of bleach. No wonder
| never got anywhere with the mullet guy.
Plus, I think he may have been straight — at
least that is what | tell myself.

| worked for years at General Cinema
behind Town East Mall. | was even assistant

manager for a while. But then | finally got a
car.

Once | had a car, it was much more
important for me to go to Oak Lawn and be
with my people. | found reasons just about
every day to drive from Balch Springs to
Oak Lawn. | just had to have a burger from
Hunky’s, or | just had to go to Oak Lawn
Records to see what was new.

| was addicted to the Lawn!

Eventually, | started working at Hunky’s
and moved to Oak Lawn. That was such
an exciting time for me. | loved working at
Hunky’s and catering for The Hamburger
Man. | was around gays all day every day,
and | never felt more like myself.

Then | started to do drag. Cassie made
it hard for James to get up every morning
and go to work, so eventually | tried to live
off of just doing drag. That was so stupid.
Doing just drag when you are first starting
out — hell, even when you are a seasoned
show girl — is hard. One night of great tips
can change everything, but the constant
worrying about paying bills is stressful and
can make drag a lot less fun.

Luckily, | found Sound Warehouse, Where-
house Music and Blockbuster Music — all
the same place, BTW. | loved working at a
music store. | was really good at knowing
what songs people were looking for, plus |
found so many obscure songs to do in the
show. And my bills were getting paid, so
drag became fun again.

| would go to work at a music store in a
heartbeat — if they still existed or were still
relevant.

So what to do? Retail? | don’t think I'd
be any good at that anymore; | kinda hate
people. Maybe | should apply at a Spirit Hal-
loween store? | love Halloween, but the first
time | get called a fag, I’'m gonna fight. Like
| said: people, yuk. If y’all have any ideas,
lemme no!

Remember to always love more, bitch less
and be fabulous! XOXO, Cassie Nova
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When

evil rains
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63 64 65
66 67 68
Solution on Page 14
Across 49 Split one in the 13 Character in 20-Across
1 Put out locker room 21 Enjoy orally
5 Accuse of pedophilia, 50 Like a sauna 22 __ Ababa, Ethiopia
e.g. 51 Hibernate with the 26 Downs of 20/20
10 Navratilova, for one bears 27 Titanic, for example
14 Glenn, in 53 She plays 40-Across 28 Loads
Fatal Attraction 58 “Dancing Queen” 29 Dispense carefully
15 Ricky Martin’s Peter band 30 Dazzling light
16 Greek meat container, ~ 61 Bridge bid, briefly 31 Chablis title
perhaps 62 Breakfast spread 33 Fairy tale, so to speak
17 Adult filly 63 Where Louganis 34 Lesbos, e.g.
18 Beach birds worked out 35 Grp. or org.
19 Shakespearean stream 64 Shrek and others 36 Like Easter eggs
20 With The, Netflix series 65 GI Jane portrayer 38 Desmond of
with the phrase 66 “The Black Clark Sunset Boulevard
“When evil rains” Gable” Diggs 39 Rec area
23 Like Julia Morgan’s 67 Monterrey mom 43 1979 Bette Midler film
models 68 James VI, e.g. 46 Some like it hot
24 Black Sea port 48 One side of a ship
25"___ De-Lovely” Down 51 Edgar Bergen’s
26 Got some beds ready 1 Full sweep Mortimer
28 Word after “fag” 2 You must remember 52 Walks like being
31 Second name in sci-fi this fagged out
32 Story of Greeks 3 Cut and paste, e.g. 54 Young Frankenstein
and Trojans 4 Work out with woman
37 She plays 13-Down Richard Simmons 55 Trump portrayer
40 Character in 20-Across 5 Takes part in a bee Baldwin

41 Home of T. Bankhead
42 Dated
44 Showboat’s “Nobody
_ ButMe”
45 What Madonna
did to Evita
47 Rinks org.

6 Cosmetician Norman

7 First name in Pulitzer
Prize poetry

8 Part of BART

9 A gangster shoots it off

10 Your gardener’s tool

11 Days of Our __

12 Molecule constituents

08.28.20

56 He went down
under the sea

57 Cole Porter’s
“Let's___ "

58 Quick on the uptake

59 Drag queen’s
favorite snake?

60 Type of toy
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Your calling card for LGBT Texas business
For information on adverrtising, call us at:
214-754-8710 ext. 110. Visit us online at:
dallasvoice.com/marketplace

dallasvoice.com

The Premier Media Source for LGBT Texas

Services ]

THE

PAINTER

Specializing In Interior Painting
25 Years Experience
Free Estimates
Extremely Meticulous
TONY R.
972-754-1536

TonyRThePainter @netscape.com

Advertising

GROW

Your Business!

ICOVELLPc

ESTATE PLANNING - PROBATE - BUSINESS LAW
= Wills = Probate of Wills
= Powers of Attorney
= Trusts & Asset Protection
= Advanced Directives
= Business Law

Rebecca S. Covell

12222 Merit Drive, Suite 340 (214) 443-0300
Dallas, Texas 75251 rebecca@covellpc.com

¢ 'iqhanig;Hall

L Attorney at Law

Family Law LGBT Issues

Cohabitation Agreements,

Adoption, Child Custody,

Divorce, Property Division, Property Agreements
Child Support & Divisions

Estate planning and Probate

Wills, Medical & Durable Powers of Attorney,
Guardianship, Litigation

Specializing In Family,
Estate Planning,

4514 Cole Ave. e Suite 600 ® Dallas, TX 75205
214-522-3343 e ladylawsah.com

Not certified by the Texas Board of Legal Specialization

* General Medicine « STD Treatment
» General Dermatology

* Immune Disease

» Trans Health

« Affordable Pricing
Dr. Terry Watson

8230 Elmbrook Drive Ste. 600 (Mockingbird & Harry Hines)
214-221-8181 « drtwatson@sbcglobal.net

HOURLY
PAY!
$15/HR

MAINTENANCE ENGINEER |

FULL-TIME WITH BENEFITS
APPLY TODAY
' l WWW.AIDSDALLAS.ORG/JOBS

Personal Care

Afraid of going

to the gym?

Joe’s In-Home Personal Training
Bring the gym to you!
$99 Special Starter Pack

Includes Consultation
2-One Hour Training Sessions
Nutrition Plan
All Ages and Fitness Levels

(817) 247-2755
BodyByJoeDFW@gmail.com

[Goodmar]
PROMPT

EXCEPTIONAL
SERVICE!

AIR CONDITIONING
& HEATING
SERVICE * SALES « INSTALLS

ALL MAJOR BRANDS
RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

“ZCarvicee |
Services |

KEN WORDEN INSURANGE SERVIGES

Employer Sponsored Group Benefits
Ken Worden

1221 Abrams, Suite 335 §72-231-3730
~ LockBox 43 Fax:972-231-1779
Richardson, TX 75081 Ken@wordeninsurance.com
Established 1983

18 dallasvoice.com
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4 Real Estate

Your Next Move

is Key!
* Award Winning Real Estate

* Innovative approach
to moving

Call: 214.659.3624

Phil Hobson

i Real Estate

 Tech Savvy Marketing Plans

Visit: hGroupHomes.com

Doeringsfeld

Licensee of Engel & Vélkers U.S. Holdings, Inc.

5960 Berkshire Lane, 6th. Floor
Dallas, Texas 75225

214-457-4598

www.mikedoeringsfeld.evrealestate.com

ENGEL &VOLKERS

A Services F

We create communities

Fantastic

L
a
®
READERS VOICE
AWARDS 2018
VOTED 8 YEARS & COUNTING
Vel TV i
P R e—
rva ﬁ‘ [!!4?.‘! %“]KLE@ dallasvoice.com

TXDMV 005214408

NOW LEASING!
2600 Arroyo Avenue

} Dallas, TX 75219

4 214-526-9661
Leasing@OakLawnHeights.com

L 4

“Bring in this AD for
$500 off your
total cost of move in.”

: Real Estate |

MEMBER NORTH TEXAS

xJefifefT

CHAMBER OF COMMERCE™

Tim Stoll
214.868.2959
www.timstoll.com

REALTOR

"2528 W. Walnut, Garland

(972).276-0893
7 Day Rentals! $6 DVD’s!
$9.95 Head Cleaners.

Your calling card for LGBT Texas business
For information on adverrtising, call us at:
214-754-8710 ext. 110. Visit us online at:
dallasvoice.com/marketplace

dallasvoice.com

The Premier Media Source for LGBT Texas

{ Real Estate

LET'S MAKE A
DEAL!

Todd Maley

www.mrealtygroup.com
toddmaley@aol.com

214-564-9598

Proudly
lkkw Serving
the LGBT

SR Community

Two bedroom residence in a
predominately lesbian and gay,
small quiet gated community.
Recently renovated inside and out.
Mediterranean front with beautiful
landscaping. 4 inch door casings,
7 inch baseboards, crown molding,
ceiling fans and track lighting.
Individual heat and AC.

Gay owned & managed.
Available Now.

2 bedroom w/Private Garden
$1300/Month
plus electric and insurance.

The Villas on Holland
4210 Holland Ave., #107 at Douglas

214-770-1214

08.28.20 = dallasvoice 19



ow QOpen!
HEALIHGARE GENTER

2600 N Stemmons Fwy, Ste 141B -
9AM-5PM Mon-Fri ‘
(469) 828-5959

Accepting New Patients

- Pharmacy Open to All
» ADAP Services
- 3¢ Habla Espanol

APHARMACY aln




