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There’s no single beauty treatment that TRANSFORMS you like tanning.

And we’re here for it. Here for the pure unadulterated joy of getting
back to basics.

Because when your skin looks this good, it’s liberating. A literal revelation
and a spiritual revolution all in one beautiful, bronzed package.

So, DFW, show off your self-acceptance. Celebrate your strength.
You have absolutely nothing to hide.

§('i7 PLANET TAN

LOOKOUT, DFW!
Our PRIDE is showing!
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... | can help.
PERSONAL INJURY - CRIMINAL DEFENSE

Call for a consultation | 3606 S. Tyler St., Dallas TX 75224
ChadWestLaw.com | iHablamos Espanol!

CAROLE ANN BOYD, DDS, PC

general & cosmetic
dentistry

4514 COLE AVE, STE 905
DALLAS, TX 75205
214.521.6261

DRBOYD.NET

s M) Q X
Dental Comfort Dog

Names you know, names you trust,
for more than 20 years

Saluting Equality
for
National Pride Month

Individuals | Couples | Groups

Deborah Beckman Tim Myrick

MS, LPC, NCC MEd, LPC, NCC

214.824.2009 e uptownpsychotherapy.com
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627 KESSLER SPRINGS AVE. » $933,000

Extensively re-imagined and remodeled 4/2.5/2 LA
expanded home with pool on oversized lot * 3,044 sf/a

g

Immaculate 4,/3.1 /4 LA with expansive kitchen and open
floor plan and first-floor master suite * 3,691 5 /Tax

1414 EASTUS DR. = $487,000

Completely Re-imagined luxury 2,/ 1.1 Ranch with premium
finishes, Wolf range and beautiful backyard * 1,455 sf/a

Updated brick 3/2 Craftsman home with sunroom and
master with en-suite * 2,081 SF/Appe.

]
Hewitt & Habgood l'l' » HEWITT HABGOOD

is honored to celebrate
diversity and inclusion
during Pride Month
and every day.

T DAVE PERRY-MILLER H r—]o- @HewittHabgood P Ellj @
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Now Hiring:
‘witha

View open
opportunities

www.parklandcareers.com

Pa rkl a nd Care. Compassion. Comminnity.
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Protest planned outside
anti-LGBT church
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A YouTube program called Divine Disbe-
lief, hosted by Susan Turpin and her partner
Nathaniel Walters, is hosting a second Pride
Month protest at NIFB (New Independent
Fundamental Baptist) Stedfast Baptist Church,
5840 Jacksboro Highway in Fort Worth, on
Sunday, June 30, from 9:30 a.m.-1 p.m.

Divine Disbelief, Turpin explained, is “a show
focused on news and happenings from a
secular perspective.” She said they hosted a
protest at the church Saturday, June 22, and
are hosting the second protest this coming
Sunday to “use our platform to express our
vehement (yet peaceful) disagreement with the
church’s anti-LGBTQ+ message that calls for
the death of anyone who strays from their idea
of cisnormativity and heteronormativity.”

Stedfast Baptist was the church home of
pastor Donnie Romero, the jerk who, after a
gunman massacred 49 people celebrating
Pride at the Pulse nightclub in Orlando on
June 12, 2016, called the victims perverts and
pedophiles then praised the killer and said he
would pray to God that someone would finish
the job the shooter started. Romero stepped
down as pastor earlier this year after admitting
that he frequented prostitutes, used marijuana
and gambled.

— Tammye Nash

Pride Month resolutions in

Tarrant County

UPDATE: Later on Tuesday, June 25, the
Watauga City Council also issued a resolution
recognizing June as LGBT Pride Month.

Four days before the 50th anniversary of
the Stonewall Inn riots, the Tarrant County
Commissioners Court has declared June as
National LGBTQ Pride Month.

The resolution Tuesday morning passed
3-2, with Democratic commissioners Devan
Allen, the resolution’s author, and Roy Brooks
and Republican County Judge joining them.
Republican Commissioners J.D. Johnson and
Gary Fickes abstained.

Per a review of court records, the resolution
is the first acknowledging LGBTQ Pride Month.
The court has been dominated by Republicans
for decades, with the veteran Brooks serving
as the lone Democrat. That changed last year,
however, when Allen defeated Republican
Andy Nguyen last year, giving Democrats a
second seat on the court.

Fort Worth City Council unanimously
approved a resolution earlier this month, with
Councilwoman Ann Zadeh presenting the
signed proclamation to a group of activists,
including Herrera, former Councilman Joel
Burns, and Resource Center Communications
and Advocacy Manager Rafael McDonnell.

— James Russell

HRC names new CEO

Human Rights Campaign has named
nationally-recognized civil rights attorney
Alphonso David as its new CEQO.

David, 48, served as head of New York
state’s Office of Civil Rights, and as a staff
attorney for Lambda Legal, and he has served
in the governor’s cabinet. He helped achieve
marriage equality in the state three years
before the U.S. Supreme Court’s Obergefell
marriage equality decision. Under his counsel,
Gov. Andrew Cuomo signed executive orders
banning conversion therapy for minors and
put in place protections for transgender New
Yorkers by expanding Medicaid to cover transi-
tion-related care and making it easier to correct
birth certificates.

David has also helped craft policies to com-
bat HIV and fight housing discrimination, and
he has worked for reproductive justice.

— David Taffet

Imprint announces an
inclusive season of trans

actors and more

Imprint Theatreworks has announced it
third-season lineup, which includes three
regional premieres, a world premiere and the
return of a festival of local plays.

The 2020 season begins with Puffs (The
Play) by Matt Cox, an inventive play about
seven years in the life of a particular school of
wizardry and magic. Jan. 9-25.

Next is the 3rd Annual First Impressions
Festival for Local Playwrights (Feb. 25-29),
followed by a newly-devised play called Here,
created by locals Ashley H. White, Adam C.
Wright and Nate Collins, combining comedyy,
nostalgia, movement and music (April 23—
May 2).

Southern Comfort, a regional premiere
musical based on the Sundance documentary
about a transgender man in Georgia, which
will be cast with trans actors (June 5-20).

Rapture, Blister, Burn: Two friends from
grad school take different paths, only to re-
unite years later in a cat-and-mouse game of
who has the better life, and who will take the
ultimate prize (Aug. 7-22).

American Psycho is a musical from Spring
Awakening composer Duncan Sheik and out
playwright Roberto Aguirre-Sacasa, based on
the Bret Easton Ellis novel (Oct. 28-Nov. 14).

Performances will be at the Bath House
Cultural Center. Tickets and more information
available here.

— Arnold Wayne Jones
Equality Texas names
Angela Hale acting CEO

Equality Texas Interim Executive Director
Samantha Smoot is stepping down at the
end of the month, and Angela Hale will step
in acting CEO until a permanent CEO can be
chosen.

The LGBT lobby organization is in the mid-
dle of a national search for a new permanent
CEO, and Smoot said her staying another
month won’t get them closer to finding her
replacement. Smoot stepped in just before
the beginning of the legislative session when
Chuck Smith stepped down.

Elizabeth Myers, chair of the board for the
Equality Texas Foundation thanked Smoot for
her “six months of exceptional service and
leadership,” saying Smoot, “leaves the orga-
nization in a stronger position to advocate for
full lived equality for all Texans.”

Myers expressed her confidence in Hale’s
ability to lead the organization forward as
the search for a permanent CEO continues.
She said, “Angela’s years of dedication to
the LGBTQ rights movement and to Equality
Texas make her the perfect candidate to lead
the organization through this transition.”

Hale is a Dallas native, a former Emmy
Award-winning TV reporter and veteran jour-
nalist at CBS KTVT Channel 11 in Dallas Fort
Worth, and is the managing partner of Red
Media Group, a strategic communications
and public affairs company.

— David Taffet




Start
Stop

cdc.gov/StartTalking
¥ /StartTalkingHIV
f /StartTalkingHIV

y <&
Undetec_ta%lé means reaching a point where
the amount of HIV in your blood is so low it
can’t be measured. It is important for your
health and it makes it very unlikely to pass HIV
to a partner. |

Starting and staying on treatment will help you to
be undetectable. Start talking about the options that
work for you." 3
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¢ FRUE

Have an event coming up? Email your
information to Managing Editor Tammye
Nash at nash@dallasvoice.com or Senior
Staff Writer David Taffet at taffet@
dallasvoice.com by Wednesday at 5 p.m.
for that week’s issue.

JUNE
* June 28: 50th anniversary of the
Stonewall uprising

* June 28: Third Annual

Transgender Pride

Focusing on recognizing the trans
women of color who participated in the
Stonewall Riots in 1969, and will include
a resource fair, speakers addressing
topics of interest to the local transgender
family, and presenting of an award to an
outstanding cisgender ally at 7 p.m. on
the seventh floor of the J. Erik Jonnson
Public Library, 1515 Young St.

* June 28: Denton Pride Block Party
Denton Pride Foundation is holding the
Denton Pride Block Party celebrating
the 50th anniversary of the Stonewall
Riots, from 3-10 p.m. For details see the
Denton Pride Block Party event page
on Facebook.

* June 29: Dallas Wings

Celebrity Serve

Dallas Wings celebrate Pride Month
fundraiser for Coalition for Aging LGBT
with drinks at 6 p.m. and dinner at 6:30
p-m. with live auction following dinner
in Wings Practice Court A, College Park
Center, 600 S. Center St., Arlington.
$100. Table $800. For more information
visit Wings. WNBA.com

: A
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* June 29: United Court

USO Show benefits Dallas Hope
Charities from 6-10 p.m. at The Hidden
Door, 5025 Bowser Ave. For more
information visit DallasCourt.org

¢ June 30: Prime Timers

Games at 2 p.m. hosted by Rick at 3915
Mediterranean St., Rockwall. For more
information visit PrimeTimersWW.net

¢ June 30: United Court

Drag Bag benefits GDMAF and SSC
Fund from 6-10 p.m. at Dallas Eagle,
5740 Maple Ave. For more information
visit DallasCourt.org.

* June 30: 50 Years of Pride party
Celebrating 50 years of Stonewall Pride
with 50 years of music from the 70s to
now with DJ Jay Dallas. Doors open at
9 p.m. at 54, 3911 Cedar Springs Road.
PartyAtTheBlock.com.

® June 30: NYC Pride

JULY

® July 2: Classic Chassis Car Club
LGBT car enthusiasts meet

from 6:30-8:30 p.m. at Ojeda’s,

4617 Maple Ave. For more information
visit ClassicChassis.com

¢ July 2: TAG Ladies’ Dinner Group
Tyler Area Gays’ Ladies” Dinner Group
meets at 6 p.m. at Little Italy, 3320 S.
Broadway Ave. in Tyler, for dinner.
Menu available at LittleItalyTyler.com.
For information visit
TylerAreaGays.com.

Library. See listings for details.

Dallas’ third annual Transgender Pride celebration, focusing on the trans women of color who
participated in the Stonewall Riots, is tonight (Friday, Jan. 28) at the J Erik Jonnson Public

® July 2: Prime Timers

Lunch at 11:30 a.m. at Golden Corral,
3312 Forest Lane. For more information
visit PrimeTimersWW.net

® July 4: Independence Day

¢ July 6: UCLE Fundraiser

The United Court of the Lone Star
Empire presents “Red, White &
Duckies,” a fundraiser for Dallas Hope
Charities, from 6-10 p.m. at Dallas
Eagle, 5740 Maple Ave. For information
visit DallasCourt.org.

¢ July 8: Creating Change Host
Committee Meeting

The Task Force needs volunteers to
plan the January 15-19 Creating Change
Conference in Dallas. Committees
include fundraising, special events,
hospitality, recruitment. Dinner at

7 p.m. and meeting from 7:30-9 p.m.

at Resource Center, 5750 Cedar Springs
Road. For more information visit
CreatingChange.org

® July 9: Prime Timers

Dinner at 7 p.m. at Empress of China,
2648 N. Beltine Road, Irving. For more
information visit PrimeTimersWW.net.

¢ July 10: UCLSE Game Show

The United Court of the Lone Star
Empire holds its club night with the
Game Show from 6-10 p.m. at Dallas
Eagle, 5740 Maple Ave. For information
visit DallasCourt.org.

¢ July 12: Be On Stage

Black Tie Dinner and Performing Arts
Fort Worth bring back the one-of-a-kind
party held on stage from 6:30-

8:30 p.m. at Bass Performance Hall,

525 Commerce St., Fort Worth. $30.
BlackTie.org.

* Weekly: Lambda Weekly at 1 p.m. on
Sunday on 89.3 KNON-FM with David
Taffet, Lerone Landis and the late Patti Fink.
This week’s guest is former Texas state Rep.
Harryette Ehrhardt; The Silver Pride Project
Coffee and Convo for LGBTQ+ seniors
meets every Tuesday from 10 a.m.- 12:30 p.m.
at Grauwyler Park Branch Library, 2146 Gilford
St. ; Unwired Group of Crystal Meth Anon-
ymous meets Sunday at 5:30 p.m., Monday,
Wednesday and Friday at 7:30 p.m. and Sat-
urday at 11:30 a.m. at Resource Center, 2701
Reagan St.; Core Group Meeting every 1st
and 3rd Tuesday of the month at 7 p.m.; Fuse

8 dallasvoice.com 06.28.19

game night every Monday evening except the
last of the month at 8 p.m. at the Fuse space
in the 3918 Harry Hines Blvd.; FuseConnect
every Wednesday from 7 p.m. For more in-
formation call or e-mail Jalenzski at 214-760-
9718 ext. 3 or Jalenzski@myresourcecenter.
org; LGBT square dancing group Pegasus
Squares meets the second and fourth Sunday
from 2-4 p.m. at Grace United Methodist
Church, 4105 Junius St. For more info, email
pegasussquares@gmail.com; Dallas Front-
runners meet for a walk or run on the Katy
Trail at Turtle Creek Park, Turtle Creek and Hall
Street, every Wednesday at 7:15 p.m. and ev-

ery Saturday at 9 a.m.; Leadership Lambda
Toastmasters practices and develops speak-
ing and leadership skills from 6:30-8 p.m. on
Tuesdays at First Unitarian Church, third floor
of the Hallman Building, 4012 St. Andrews;
Thrive support group from 11:30 a.m.-1 p.m.
followed by mixer every Monday at Resource
Center, 5750 Cedar Springs Road; Lambda
AA meets at 7 a.m., noon, 6 p.m. 8 p.m. and
11 p.m. and has a men’s meeting at 10 a.m.
on Saturdays and meets at 10:30 a.m. and 1
p.m. on Sunday at 1575 W. Mockingbird Lane
#625. Call 214-267-0222 for details; LGBT
Sex Addicts Anonymous meets at 6 p.m.

every Friday at 1919 Independence St., Room
19, Plano. 972-316-9188 for details; Leader-
ship Lambda Toastmasters gay-identified
Toastmasters group meets from 6:30-8 p.m.
every Monday at the First Unitarian Church,
4015 Normandy Road (does not meet on
Mondays that are holidays); United Black
Ellument hosts discussion on HIV/AIDS in the
black community (UBE Connected) at 7 p.m.
every fourth Tuesday of the month at 3918
Harry Hines Blvd.; DVtv in Spayse, news

and entertainment discussion live streaming
every Friday, 4-5 p.m., on the Spayse Station
YouTube channel.



® July 16: Stonewall Democrats

of Dallas

Largest Democratic club in Texas meets
at 6:30 p.m. at Mattito’s, 3102 Oak
Lawn Ave. For more information visit
StoneWallDemocratsofDallas.org

* July 18: GALA Happy Hour

Free appetizers, game tables, for
GALA's third Thursday happy hour
from 5-8:30 p.m. at Henry’s,

5741 Legacy Drive, Suite 100, Plano.
For more information visit
GalaNorthTexas.org

® July 18: TAG Youth Support Group
Open to youth of all ages from

5-7 p.m. at Tyler Public Library Taylor
Auditorium, 201 S. College Ave.,
Tyler. For more information visit
TylerAreaGays.com.

® July 19: Til Midnight at the Nasher
Music, movies and moonlight from

6 p.m.-midnight at the Nasher
Sculpture Center, 2001 Flora St.
NasherSculptureCenter.org.

Meet Baby Girl and Scruffy, two best friends looking for a
home together. Baby Girl is a 7-year-old female Chihuahua

mix, and Scruffy is a 7-year-old, male terrier mix. They were
surrendered to the SPCA of Texas when their owner’s health
declined, but now they're ready to find a new home. They are
very sweet, affectionate and playful. They love to be held, go for
walks, learn tricks for treats and be around people. They walk
well on their leashes but don’t mind being carried either. They
can be a little sassy around other pups, so these two would

¢ July 19: A Night of Seeing Stars
The United Court of the Lone Star
Empire presents “A Night of Seeing
Stars,” from 7-10 p.m. at Dallas Eagle,
5740 Maple Ave. Benefits Tucker’s Gift.
For information visit DallasCourt.org.

¢ July 20: Three-Ring Gaybingo
Gaybingo from 5-9 p.m. at the Rose
Room, 3911 Cedar Springs Road.
Tickets at rcdallas.org.

e July 20: Christmas in July

The United Court of the Lone Star
Empire presents “A Night of Seeing
Stars,” from 6-9 p.m. at Dallas Eagle,
5740 Maple Ave. Benefits the SSC Fund.
For information visit DallasCourt.org.

e July 21: UCLSE TurnAbout

The United Court of the Lone Star
Empire presents presents its UCLSE
TurnAbout Show from 6-10 p.m. at
Dallas Eagle, 5740 Maple Ave. Benefits
Dallas Hope Charities. For information
visit DallasCourt.org.

AGENDA, Page 12

»pet of the week / BABY GIRL & SCRUFFY

prefer to rule the house all on their own. If you're looking for
a couple of cute little pups to cuddle with, they're the ones
for you! Baby Girl and Scruffy have been spayed/neutered
and microchipped and have received all age-appropriate
vaccinations. Come meet them today.

Baby Girl and Scruffy are waiting for you at the SPCA of Texas'
Russell H. Perry Animal Care Center in McKinney, 8411 Stacy
Road. Hours are noon-6 p.m. Sun-Wed and noon-7 p.m. Thurs-
Sat. Regular adoption fees are $125 for puppies and kittens
aged 0-6 months and $60 for adult dogs and cats aged 6 months
or older. Fee includes spay/neuter surgery, age-appropriate
vaccinations, a heartworm test for dogs six months and older
and a FIV/FelV test for cats 4 months and older, initial flea/
tick preventative and heartworm preventative, a microchip, 30
days of PetHealth Insurance provided by PetPlan, a free 14-day
wellness exam with VCA Animal Hospitals, a free year-long

subscription to Activ4Pets, a rabies tag and a free leash. Call
214-742-SPCA (7722) or visit today.

COME SEE US

Proudly Gay-Owned by Dr. Josh Sanabria
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Spay + Neuter
Vaccinations
Dental Care

Surgical
Procedures

Geriatric Care
and more!

Where state-of-the-art
healthcare meets
outstanding client service!

14380 Marsh Lane Ste. 110

LVETERINARY

/ l. (next to Tom Thumb)
4 Addison, Texas 75001
L= 972.738.1111 - IslaVet.com

Be Seen by the
Premier HIV/Infectious
Disease Doctors in Dalla/g,:r

NORTH TEXAS
INFECTIOUS DISEASES CONSULTANTS

- i
- } it L

STI testing & treatment at our
location on the Baylor campus

PrEP Services provided with
specialty pharmacy on-site
Financial & medication
assistance available
Prep & HIV Clinical Trials
available
Gender affirmation
hormone therapy
Anal Cancer screenings
We accept most
insurance plans!
MAKE YOUR APPOINTMENT AT

214.823.2533
3409 Worth St. Suite 710
Dallas, TX

214.890.1616
9301 North Central Expy. Suite 310
Dallas, TX

infectiousdiseases.com
or ntidc.org
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The fight continues:

Honoring our transgender heroes

TAMMYE NASH | Managing Editor

nash@dallasvoice.com

une 26, 2015 — It was a Fri-
day, the day that the U.S. Su-
preme Court handed down
its decision in Obergefell, et. al.
vs. Hodges, declaring marriage
equality the law of the land.
And from coast to coast, the
LGBT community celebrated.

We had won!
Some 12 years earlier, the
Supreme Court justices had struck down
not just the Texas sodomy law but all
sodomy laws criminalizing private,
consensual same-sex conduct with their
decision in Lawrence v. Texas. So the mar-
riage equality ruling was the final nail in
the coffin of anti-LGBT discrimination
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and equality.

At least, that's what some people
seemed to think.

But in truth, the fight was — and is
— far from over. Anti-gay and -lesbian
sentiment just went underground for a
while, with opponents of equality find-
ing quieter, less obvious ways to try un-
dermine equality, and at the same time,
turning the most visible brunt of their fu-
rious bigotry on the most vulnerable seg-
ment of the community — transgender
people, especially transgender women.

It started with the so-called “bathroom
bills” introduced in state legislatures
around the country. Proponents claimed
they were just trying to keep women
and girls safe from predators in public
restrooms. But reasonable people could
easily see through the fagade and see

these bills for exactly what they were:
blatant attacks on transgender people,
mainly trans women, intended to limit
their ability to live productive, fulfilling
lives as their authentic selves.

Then Donald Trump took the presi-
dency, and the bigots began throwing
open their closet doors, bringing their
hatefulness out into the light of day, re-
assured by the knowledge that their hate
and prejudices were shared by those
who had seized power in Washington,
D.C. And once again, it was transgender
people who bore the brunt of the back-
lash.

The National Center for Transgender
Equality has documented at least 37 ac-
tions the Trump administration has tak-
en during his tenure in the White House
that specifically target the transgender

This week’s cover:
Sasha Andrews

This week’s cover, for our special issue
commemorating National Pride and the 50th
anniversary of the Stonewall Riots, features
transgender entertainer Sasha Andrews.

Sasha was born and reared in Brownsville,
Texas, and she started her career as a showgirl
more than 10 years ago and in the years since
has won the both the Miss Texas USofA and
the Miss Texas Continental titles.

Sasha moved to Dallas two years ago and is
now part of the cast at the famous Rose Room
inside S4.

This week’s cover featuring Sasha Andrews
is the last in Dallas Voice’s series of special
covers honoring transgender people and drag
queens, which we began last fall.

The series began with the cover of our
special 2018 Dallas Pride Issue on Sept. 14,
commemorating the 25th annual Dallas Pride
festival and Alan Ross Texas Freedom Parade,
and it concludes today, June 28, 2019, with
our special National Pride issue commemo-
rating the 50th anniversary of the Stonewall
Riots, the event widely considered the birth of
the modern LGBT civil rights movement. We
chose to honor trans people and drag queens
with this series of covers because, while they
are the members of our community most often
targeted for discrimination and violence, trans
women and men and drag queens are also
the ones who have been at the forefront of our
fight for equality all along.

There were, of course, the Stonewall riots,
where it was the butch dykes (many of them

community, along with several other ac-
tions that, while not specific to the trans
community, also cause harm to trans
people and other at-risk populations.
Trump got started on attacking trans
people early in his presidency. Less than a
month after his inauguration, his admin-
istration withdrew landmark guidelines,
issued in 2016 by the Obama administra-
tion, explaining how schools must pro-
tect trans students under federal Title IX
law. Since then, Trump’s administration
has undermined requirements in the Af-
fordable Health Care Act requiring dis-
crimination-free medical treatment for
trans people, withdrew proposed Hous-
ing and Urban Development policies
that would have protected LGBT people
from discrimination in housing services,
told the staff at the Centers for Disease

what we would now consider trans men), the
trans women and the drag queens who stood
up and fought back — people like Stormé
Delarverie, Marsha P. Washington, Sylvia Ri-
vera and others. And it is the drag queens who
have long been at the forefront of efforts to
raise funds for our community to support and
care for its own, especially in the darkest days
of the AIDS epidemic.

But there is also a lesser-known incident
in our LGBT history in which the trans people
were the ones who fought back first. It was the
Compton’s Cafeteria Riot.

Compton’s Cafeteria, located in San
Francisco’s Tenderloin District, was one of
the few places even in San Francisco where
transgender people could congregate publicly.
Thanks to widespread transphobia, they were
unwelcome most everywhere else — even
in the gay bars. But even at Compton’s they
weren’t really welcome or safe; management
at the cafeteria would often call police to roust
the trans women and the queens, and the cops
would harass them, often arresting them for the
crime of “female impersonation.” The cafeteria
management even implemented a “service fee”
targeting the trans folk.

The trans community responded at first,
in 1966, with a picket that, while ultimately
unsuccessful, was one of the first demonstra-
tions against anti-trans police violence in San
Francisco. But one hot August night in 1966,
when police came again to roust the trans
folk at Compton’s, the trans folk fought back.
An officer tried to arrest a trans woman, and
she threw her coffee in his face — and the riot
began.




Control and Prevention that they are not
allowed to use the word “transgender”
and other words, rolled back policies re-
quiring trans people in federal prisons
to be housed according to their gender
identity, not their gender assigned at
birth, and more.

One of the administration’s most
high-profile attacks on transgender peo-
ple, of course, has been Trump’s efforts
to ban transgender individuals from
serving in the U.S. military, a ban Trump
announced via Twitter just days before
an Obama-era directive allowing trans
people to serve openly was set to go into
effect.

As proven by the most recent session
of the Texas Legislature, the “bathroom
bills” that had swept legislatures across
the country are being replaced by a
wave of “religious freedom” bills that
would allow businesses and individu-
als, including healthcare professionals,
to refuse service or treatment to others
— usually LGBT people, especially trans
people — based on “sincerely-held reli-
gious beliefs.”

And violence against trans people
continues unabated. Between Jan. 1,
2015, and Dec. 31, 2018, at least 99 trans-
gender people — mostly trans women
of color — have died violently. Since Jan.
1 this year, at least 10 trans people — all
black trans women — have been mur-
dered, two of them — Mubhlaysia Booker
and Chynal Lindsey — murdered right
here in Dallas.

So as we reflect on the 50 years since
a group of trans women, butch dykes,
drag queens and others decided they
had had enough and fought back
against harassment, thus launching the
modern LGBT rights movement, let us
remember that we still have a long, long
way to go.

The fight continues. [

People were throwing dishes and furniture.
The restaurant’s plate-glass windows were
smahed out. Cops called in reinforcements,
and the fight spilled out into the streets. All
the windows in a police car were broken out.

A sidewalk newsstand was set ablaze. Cops
trying to force rioters into paddy wagons
discovered that this time, the trans folk weren’t
going quietly.

The riots continued the following night, with
other people from the LGBT community, along
with the hustlers and other street people joining
in. The cafeteria wouldn’t let any trans folk
back in and ended up with their newly-installed
plate glass windows once again shattered.

Just as the better-known Stonewall riots
three years later marked a turning point for
the LGBT rights movement, the Compton
riots were a turning point for San Francisco’s
transgender community, and in 2017 the city
of San Francisco recognized the Compton’s
Transgender Cultural District, the world’s first
legally recognized transgender district.

Our covers

Since the Sept. 14, 2018, Pride issue cover,
which featured Cassie Nova (aka James Love)
as our own LGBT Betsy Ross stitching up a
rainbow flag to lead our Pride revolution, Dallas
Voice has had six more special covers honoring

our trans and drag communities. You can see
them pictured above.

Our Halloween Issue featured drag perform-
er Jenna Skyy (aka Joe Hoselton) in a horror
makeup she created. Our Thanksgiving Issue
featured local trans activist Krista De La Rosa
as our interpretation of a modern-day June
Cleaver. Our New Year’s Eve issue featured
trans man and filmmaker/activist Angel Marti-
nez as The Old Year 2018 and his niece “Min-
now” as Baby New Year 2019. Our Valentine’s
Issue featured trans writer/entertainer/actress
Krystal Summers as our very own Valentine’s
pin-up, And our Easter Issue featured local
entertainer Fantasha Suggs hopping down the

bunny trail.

And of course, the final cover in our series
features Sasha Andrews paying tribute to the
trans women of color, such as Marsha P. John-
son and Sylvia Rivera, who have been, and still
are, at the forefront of the fight for equality.

(The special series honoring trans people
and drag performs was conceived by Dallas
Voice Advertising Director Chad Mantooth and
Managing Editor Tammye Nash. Mantooth
recruited cover models. Nash did the photogra-
phy. And Art Director Kevin Thomas executed
the graphics. We offer a very sincere thank you
to everyone who participated in this project.)

— Tammye Nash
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THE ART OF EYEWEAR
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20%
OFF

WITH PURCHASE OF
A COMPLETE PAIR OF
FRAME AND LENSES.

CERTAIN COLLECTIONS EXCLUDED.
THIS SALE CAN'T BE COMBINED WITH INSURANCE.

Where local and national
celebrities shop!

Voted Best Optical Shop
year after year by the readers of Dallas Voice

Open 7 Days a Week
Progressive lenses in-house within 24-hours!
most prescriptions filled same day!*

Optometrist on site: Oak Lawn Eye Associates
Exclusive dealer of m.Gianni Collection

3430 Oak Lawn Ave @ Lemmon

*In most instances. Certain RXs excluded. Ask sales associate for details.
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Stonewall Democrats of Rockwall
meets at 7:30 p.m. at Harry Meyers
Community Center, 815 E. Washington
St., Rockwall. For more information,
contact Patti or Heidi at
sdrockwall@att.com.

GALA family night’s 10th year of
networking, socializing, happy hour,
rock n’ roll and pizza and 10 percent
of proceeds benefits GALA Youth from
5:30-8:30 p.m. at Durkins Pizza,

8930 State Hwy 121, McKinney.

For more information visit
GalaNorthTexas.org

AUGUST

® Aug. 6: Classic Chassis Car Club
LGBT car enthusiasts meet

from 6:30-8:30 p.m. at Ojeda’s,

4617 Maple Ave. For more information
visit ClassicChassis.com

* Aug. 12: Creating Change Host
Committee Meeting

The Task Force needs volunteers to
plan the January 15-19 Creating Change
Conference in Dallas. Committees
include fundraising, special events,
hospitality, recruitment. Dinner at

7 p.m. and meeting from 7:30-9 p.m.

at Resource Center, 5750 Cedar Springs
Road. For more information visit
CreatingChange.org

¢ Aug. 15: TAG Youth Support Group
Open to youth of all ages from

5-7 p.m. at Tyler Public Library Taylor
Auditorium, 201 S. College Ave.,

Tyler. For more information visit
TylerAreaGays.com

* Aug. 15: GALA Happy Hour
Free appetizers, game tables, for
GALA'’s third Thursday happy hour
from 5-8:30 p.m. at Henry’s,

5741 Legacy Drive, Suite 100, Plano.
For more information visit
GalaNorthTexas.org

* Aug. 17: Gaycation Gaybingo
Gaybingo from 5-9 p.m. at the Rose
Room, 3911 Cedar Springs Road.
Tickets at rcdallas.org.

e Aug. 18: Til Midnight at the Nasher
Music, movies and moonlight from

6 p.m.-midnight at the Nasher
Sculpture Center, 2001 Flora St.
NasherSculptureCenter.org.

* Aug. 19: Stonewall Democrats

of Rockwall

Stonewall Democrats of Rockwall
meets at 7:30 p.m. at Harry Meyers
Community Center, 815 E. Washington
St., Rockwall. For more information,
contact Patti or Heidi at
sdrockwall@att.com.

* Aug. 20: Stonewall Democrats
of Dallas

Largest Democratic club in Texas
meets at 6:30 p.m. at Mattito’s,
3102 Oak Lawn Ave.

For more information visit
StoneWallDemocratsofDallas.org

* Aug. 27: Family Night at

Durkins Pizza

GALA family night’s 10th year of
networking, socializing, happy hour,
rock n’ roll and pizza and 10 percent
of proceeds benefits GALA Youth from
5:30-8:30 p.m. at Durkins Pizza,

8930 State Hwy 121, McKinney.

For more information visit
GalaNorthTexas.org

LGBT car enthusiasts meet

from 6:30-8:30 p.m. at Ojeda’s,

4617 Maple Ave. For more information
visit ClassicChassis.com

Recognizing LGBT business and
community leaders from
11:30 am.-1 p.m.

The Task Force needs volunteers to
plan the January 15-19 Creating Change
Conference in Dallas. Committees
include fundraising, special events,
hospitality, recruitment. Dinner at

7 p.m. and meeting from 7:30-9 p.m. at
Resource Center, 5750 Cedar Springs
Road. For more information visit
CreatingChange.org
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THRIFT STORE - PHARMACY < FREE HIV TESTING

BENEFITING

For freepick=up,-call 877-2-PICK=IT-UP
3920 Cedar-Springs Rd AHF




Proudly serving the DFW LGBTQ community
with over of hands-on experience

Chad Crager, FNP / Steven M. Pounders, MD / Chad N¥Iand, DO
D. Trew Deckard, PA-C, MHS / Cameron Wyatit, FNP

Give us a call TODAY

to schedule your PRIMARY CARE
B appointment! HIV SPECIALISTS
" ASK US GENDER AFFIRMATION

COSMETIC PROCEDURES

Concierge Medicine offered by
Steven M. Pounders, MD

ABOUT

MEDICAL PRACICE OF
Dr. Steven M. Pounders PrEP!

214.520.8833 3500 Oak Lawn, Ste. 600 DrPounders.com
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Stonewall:

A personal memoir

The rebellion didn’t end after a
few June nights, thanks to the
Gay Liberation Front

MARK SEGAL | Special Contributor

mark@epgn.com

hat night, standing
in Stonewall, I could
not have imagined
what the next few
hours would do to
change the gay and
lesbian community
around the world.
I doubt anyone else could have known.
How could we have known, on June 28,
1969, that we’d be participating in histo-
ry?
It started when the lights flickered on
and off, alerting the patrons that some-
thing was imminent, though I had no
idea what. It was just my second month
in New York, my second month walking
Christopher Street, my second month be-
ing an out and proud gay.

Looking over at my friend, I asked
what was happening. He answered non-
chalantly, “Oh it’s just a raid.” As an 18
year-old, new to everything, his words
were frightening to me.

The police barged in, pushing around
anyone who was in drag or stereotypi-
cal-looking. They hurled insults and
hurled people around.

Anyone who looked like they were
successful, anyone who had a few bucks,
was forced to take out their wallets and,
in the bright light, give their money to
the cops, who slid the bills in their pock-
ets. Welcome to Extortion 101.

They robbed us in plain sight, and
we had no possible recompense. That is
how they felt about us. That’s how they
felt they could treat us — any way they
wished.

As this was happening, they began to
clear the bar by carding people. To this
day I don’t know why they were card-
ing, since it was an illegal bar and drink-
ing age didn’t matter. But that was the
procedure.

At 18 and fresh from Philadelphia, I
looked like the boy next door. They had
little use for me, and I was one of the first
to be carded and let out. And I was glad
about that.

But as I came out, I saw an obvious
difference in what certain clientele were
doing. Those with family ties, those with
a good job, those on the fast track to a
professional career — they all ran for the
subway as soon as they could get out
that door. But people like me, a street kid
living at Sloane House YMCA on 34th
Street, and others who today you’d call
trans — we just stuck around.

We had nowhere safe to go. Our safety
was with each other, right there, watch-
ing what was transpiring.

Eventually there were more of us
outside, and inside the bar remained
only the police and employees. Those
of us who stayed formed a semi-circle
around the double doors into the street.
My memory tells me that there were be-
tween 50 and a hundred of us.

The doors opened, and the police
shouted out a few insults and told us to
disperse. We didn’t.

They opened the door a second time
and again spewed insults, demanding
we disperse. We didn’t, and this time, we
yelled insults back at them.

They closed the door, and at that point,
people picked up whatever there was
around them — stones, discarded soda
cans and bottles.

For the first time in history our com-
munity wasn't just fighting back. We had
imprisoned our oppressors, the police.
They were now our prisoners.

This continued for some time, and it
was awhile before police’s re-enforce-
ments came to their rescue. It is my belief
that the reason for the slow re-enforce-
ments was the officers inside that gay bar
were too embarrassed to call their station
house and have to tell their fellow offi-
cers, “We're trapped and surrounded by
angry fags and dykes. Please save us.”

The fact that we had them trapped cre-
ated a certain joy on the street. People be-
gan to run to other bars in the area; pass-
ersby turned their heads as they came

Mark Segal, now publisher of Philadelphia Gay News, was 18 years old and newly-moved to New
York City that night that the police raided the Stonewall Inn and the patrons decided to fight back.
He spent the next year on the front lines of the fight for equality with the Gay Liberation Front.

(Photos courtesy of Mark Segal)

around the corner.

While this riot was happening, Marty
Robinson, who had created something
called The Action Group, came up to
me with chalk, telling me, “Write on
the walls and street: “Tomorrow Night,
Stonewall.””

I have no idea where he got the chalk,
but I'm thankful he got it. That chalk was
a catalyst for much more than one night
of rebellion.

From the river to Greenwich, all along
Christopher Street, I wrote: “Tomorrow
Night, Stonewall.”

People ran and screamed and laughed.
It was a joyous evening. We were fight-
ing off 2,000 years of oppression, though
we didn’t realize it in that moment.

Amid the joy and the excitement, I had
a light bulb moment. Standing across the
street from Stonewall, watching every-
thing happening around me, I thought

to myself, “Black people are fighting for
their lives, Women are fighting for their
lives. Latinos are fighting for their lives.
What about us? What about me?”

It was at that point that I finally knew
what I'd do for the rest of my life: I
would be something that didn’t exist yet,
something that didn’t have a title, some-
thing that had no salary. I would be a gay
activist.

I didn’t know — and I didn’t care —
how difficult it would be. All T knew in
that moment was that I found what I was
meant to do.

I was at a riot that started a revolution,
and I would be a part of that revolution.

In the commotion, I saw a window
broken. I didn’t see any Molotov cock-
tails. I saw a feather boa being put on
the statue of Gen. Sheridan in Sheridan
Square. I wasn’t there when anyone was

STONEWALL, Page 32
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Keith Haring: AGAINST ALL OPPS
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June 22-September 15,2019

Arlington Museum of Art &0 sy ™"

201 W. Main Street, Arlington, Texas 76010 e e 4 e
* k L (for major exhibits)
817-275-4600
Proudly Sponsored by

HELP is excited to serve as the Presenting Sponsor for this important exhibit containing more than
H E LP ( e n 'I'e r 50 original works of Haring's well-known graphic iconography. Join us as we honor both Haring's
commitment to AIDS awareness and the 50th anniversary of Stonewall - the true beginning of the
for LGBT Health and Wellness LGBT rights movement in America. 817-332-7722 www.HELPfw.org
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YOUR PARTNER
IN HEALTHCARE

&

Steven Klemow, | W - VAt & ':::}! - Q.\.
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With the Methodist Dallas Medical Center Partners Clinic, you now have a partner in all aspects of your health and wellness.
The clinic team, led by Steven Klemow, MD, specializes in offering comprehensive primary care in a safe, supportive
environment. Located in the heart of the community, the Methodist Dallas Medical Center Partners Clinic understands your
needs, and partners with you in finding solutions — for everything from routine well visits, prevention measures such as PrEP,
and the latest advances in HIV treatment.

As partners in your wellness, we are here for you beyond your visit — our dedicated team, including our on-site pharmacy
specialist, is available to help you access essential resources, including programs to potentially reduce your out-of-pocket
healthcare costs. Whether you are seeking a new healthcare resource for yourself or someone you care about, Dr. Klemow
and the Methodist Dallas Medical Center Partners Clinic are with you. Trust. Methodist.

To schedule an appointment, call 214-947-6780, or learn more at PartnersClinic.com.

122 W. Colorado Blvd. * Third Floor

Pa rtners CI i n iC Dallas, TX 75208

Monday and Friday, 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

& METHODIST DALLAS Bllksciay-Thursday, 8:30.a.m. toHOoH

Texas law prohibits hospitals from practicing medicine. The physicians on the Methodist Health Systemn medical staff are independent practitioners who are not employees or agents of Methodist Health System
Methodist Health System complies with applicable federal civil rights laws and does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, age, disability, gender, or sexual orientation
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A city of
contrasis

10 years after the Rainbow
Lounge raid, where is
Fort Worth now?

AUBREE CALVIN | Special Contributor

aubreecalvin@gmail.com

hen I talk
to my stu-
dents about
civil ~rights,
there are
always no-
ticeable  gaps
in their base
knowledge level once the conversation
moves past Martin Luther King, Rosa
Parks and the basic story of black-white
segregation.

Many don’t know about the Stonewall
Inn or the national gay rights movement,
and most are unfamiliar with the Rain-
bow Lounge raid, a joint raid by Fort
Worth police officers and agents with the
Texas Alcoholic Beverage Commission
on a then-newly-opened gay bar on Jen-
nings Street in Fort Worth.

The raid took place in the wee morn-
ing hours of June 28, the actual 40th an-
niversary of the Stonewall riots. Several
people were arrested inside the bar, and
one young man, Chad Gibson, ended
up in the hospital with a serious head
injury incurred while in custody. Some
said he fell and hit his head on the side-
walk outside after being handcuffed and
taken from the bar, while others said he
was injured when officers inside the bar
grabbed him and threw him to the floor.

Although the incident made headlines
around the world, this local event is not
typically taught in high school class-
es, and I would dare say that many of
my colleagues at the college level don't
teach it either.

It would be too easy for me to get frus-
trated with the public school teachers
for not teaching about this local event,
but then I remember my own secondary
education. Growing up as a black kid

in Oklahoma, I never
learned about the Tulsa
Race Riots or any local
minority rights history
until I went to college.

The truth is, our ed-
ucation system has a
real blind spot when it
comes to learning about
local history and pol-
itics. Municipal civic
issues will never show
up on a national test like the SATs, ACTs
or advanced placement exams. And they
can’t be covered on standardized tests
that kids across the state will take. So, it
is not surprising that my students have
no frame of reference for local civil rights
activism.

And that’s a real shame, because this
incident is not only an important piece of
local LGBTQ rights history, it is also an
example of how a city properly responds
after the protests and rallies end, and af-
ter the national media has moved to the
next story.

Since the 2009 incident, Fort Worth has
made measured strides to be more inclu-
sive of the LGBTQ community. It is not
a stretch to say the city has come a long
way in 10 years.

You can see it in symbolic gestures like
Mayor Betsy Price headlining Tarrant
County Pride Week events, the city coun-
cil issuing Pride proclamations, and the
Fort Worth Police Department openly
recruiting and highlighting gay officers.

City leaders have spent 10 years say-
ing the right things in meetings and
forums to create the sense that this is a
community that cares about its non-het-
erosexual residents.

The city expanded its anti-discrimina-
tion policies to include gender identity
(sexual orientation has been protected
since 2000); city officials and all police
personnel have had to attend manda-
tory cultural sensitivity training, and
there is a task force and LGBTQ police
liaison officer. And after the Pulse night-
club shooting in Orlando, FWPD went
to gay clubs in Fort Worth to get a better
understanding of the physical layout of
the buildings so they could be prepared
in case any emergency came up.

These are concrete, forward-thinking
ideas that exemplify how much the city
wants a positive relationship with the
Tarrant County queer community. These
smaller, day-to-day actions — the minu-
tiae of governing, if you will — won’t
show up in history or government text-
books. We often don’t see that for every

This iconic photo taken by Chuck Potter
during the Sept. 28, 2009, raid on the Rainbow
Lounge allegedly shows the arrest of Chad
Gibson, the patron who suffered a severe head
injury that left him hospitalized.

big march, rally, riot or protest, there are
hundreds of post-event hours dedicated
to turning words into actionable plans.

The city has done so much that on the
2018 Human Rights Campaign’s Munic-
ipal Equality Index, Fort Worth scored
a 100. That is the highest score of any
conservative city in Texas. To put that
in comparison, it is on par with Dallas,
while Denton scored a 52 and Waco a
dismal 22.

Recently, I was fortunate enough to
attend an LGBTQ Community Police Fo-
rum hosted by the non-profit One Safe
Place, a forum that came about because
interim Fort Worth Police Chief Ed Kraus
was concerned the LGBTQ community
was fearful after the recent murders of
trans women in Dallas.

The room was full of the city’s top
law enforcement brass, leaders from lo-
cal LGBT community groups and a few
owners of gay-oriented businesses. The
consistent message given from Chief
Kraus and Councilwoman Ann Zadeh
was that Fort Worth is a city that is open,
welcoming and protective of all citizens.

Sitting in that room, I believed every
word was sincere. And I believed it be-
cause the city has taken those words and
spent the last 10 years turning them into
policy.

That’s not to say there isn't work to
still be done. City health benefits still
don’t cover most transgender-associated

medical costs. And Kamika Anderson, a
lesbian city water department employee,
has a lawsuit against the city for on-the-
job sexual assault and harassment.

I don’t know if all of the hard work and
collaboration between the city and the
non-profits have trickled down to the av-
erage citizens, either LGBTQ or straight.
I don’t know if the city isn’t touting its
success loudly enough or, as is often the
case, if news of the queer community in
Fort Worth is sidelined in favor of more
sensational Dallas issues.

Good government is rarely news wor-
thy. And if you want further proof that
the message isn't getting out, that com-
munity forum that I attended was large-
ly government officials talking to orga-
nizational leaders. The public was not
there to hear Chief Kraus” message.

When Finn Jones, executive director of
Transcendence, says his last trans sup-
port group had 60 trans men and women
there fearful for their lives and asking
about self-defense classes and CHL Ii-
censes, the message isn’t getting out.

When I hear in online queer groups
time and time again that Dallas neighbor-
hoods are more welcoming to non-hete-
ro families, the message isn’t getting out.

As someone who advises young queer
college kids, I can tell you that many
of the young gay and trans kids in Tar-
rant County are plotting their escapes to
Austin and Houston, because they think
their home town won't accept them for
who they are. My queer students are tak-
ing their talents to other cities because
they think they can’t be employed and
be open about who they are in Tarrant
County.

Election after election, Tarrant County
sends a mostly-Republican delegation to
the Texas State Legislature. And those lo-
cally-elected officials are co-sponsoring
and voting for anti-LGBT bills that still
hinder full equal treatment of the queer
community. Of the 15 House and Sen-
ate members that represent the county,
support for SB 1978, the Save Chic-fil-A
religious bill, was an overwhelming 11-4
along strict partisan lines.

It creates two different and conflict-
ing messages: There are the progressive
actions of the local officials contrasting
with the conservative votes in the Legis-
lature and actions of the general public.

I don’t know which one represents the
true Fort Worth, but I think in the next 10
years, we're going to find out. [

Aubree Calvin is an Assistant Professor
of Government at the Northwest Campus of
Tarrant County College.
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Mesqmte stages its first

Pride event ',

Suburb outdoes Dallas in
number of rainbow and
transgender flags decorating
the lobby of their City Hall

DAVID TAFFET | Senior Staff Writer

taffet@dallasvoice.com

ainbow and trans-
gender flags filled
the lobby of Mes-
quite City Hall for
a first-ever Mes-
quite Pride cele-
bration on Friday,
June 21. And park-
ing was at a premium as a crowd filled
the lobby and balcony areas of the city
hall as city, county and state officials par-
ticipated in the celebration.

Police considered online threats made
against the event serious enough to as-
sign a large number of officers, but those
officers appeared to be just enjoying the
gathering at the city hall, which shares a
building with Mesquite police headquar-
ters.

Mesquite City Councilman Jeff Casper
coordinated the Pride event. He is also
responsible for enacting a nondiscrimi-
nation policy in the city. Mesquite Mayor
Stan Pickett also attended.

The June 21 program began with the
children’s choir of Mesquite’s St. Ste-
phens Church performing. St. Stephens
is one of the United Methodist churches
protesting the denomination’s refusal
to accept its LGBT members equally by
covering up “United Methodist” on its
sign and exploring options to leave the
denomination.

In his welcoming remarks, Casper
mentioned that progress was incremen-
tal. While some steps are small, this was
a giant coming out leap for Mesquite, a
city often thought of as redneck by out-
siders.

That may be because of the city’s most
famous attraction, the Mesquite Champi-
onship Rodeo, which opened in 1946 and
is held each year in the Mesquite Arena.
But even the rodeo arena has hosted the

Texas Gay Rodeo Association’s annual
Texas Traditions rodeo event.

People who had attended Pride at Dal-
las City Hall a few weeks earlier mar-
veled at the lobby in Mesquite, which
was decorated with an array of rainbow
and transgender flags flying from the
balcony and rainbows of balloons fes-
tooning the lobby.

Resource Center’s Rafael McDonnell

joked that Dallas was gomg tohavetoup

its game to match
Mesquite’s effort.

Event organiz-
er Sarah Key is a
third generation
Mesquite resident.
Her mom and
other members of
her family were
Mesquite  teach-
ers, and she and
members of her
family graduated
from high schools
across the city.

“I'm the essence
of a Mesquite
kid,” Key said
in her welcome
speech as she
outed herself to
the crowd. “I'm a
proud member of
the LGBT family ...
town knows.”

“1 feel safer,”
impact.

Two Eastfield College officials spoke
— Dean Katy Launius and Chris Schlarb,
advisor for the school’s LGBT student
group, Prism.

Schlarb said Prism members marched
in their first Pride event when they par-
ticipated with other Dallas County Com-
munity College student groups in the
Alan Ross Texas Freedom Parade earlier
this month. For some of them, he said, it
was the first time in their lives they felt
like they belonged.

“That,” he added, “is the importance
of Pride.”

Launius said Eastfield College marked

and now the whole

Key said of the event’s

LGBT History Month with events on

campus and recently opened the Cen-
ter for Equity, Inclusion, and Diversity.
In addition to “identity development
programming” and a “diversity leader-
ship initiative,” Eastfield’s LGBT center
addresses emergency student aid and
has emergency mobile and on-site food
pantries that students may need espe-
cially when facing family crises related
to coming out.

Phillip Clark, the new LGBTQ+ com-
munity liaison for District Attorney John
Creuzot, spoke at the event about efforts
the D.A. is making to make sure all peo-
ple are being treated equally.

County Commissioner Theresa Dan-
iel, whose district includes portions of
Mesquite, read a proclamation recogniz-

Mesquite Pride attendees filled the lobby
and balcony of Mesquite City Hall
(David Taffet/Dallas Voice)

ing Pride in Mesquite. All five commis-
sioners signed the proclamation, which
is new for Dallas County Commission-
ers Court. Former Commissioner Mike
Cantrell had refused to attend any rec-
ognition of any LGBT organization or
event and had refused to sign proclama-
tions honoring those events and orga-
nizations. But Cantrell was replaced by
Commissioner J.J. Koch, who has been
more inclusive.

“Everything I support must look like
Dallas County,” Daniel said, describing
her district and the county as a diverse
and including a large LGBT community.

She said Dallas County has the right
policies in place, and her job is to make
sure laws are enforced and the behaviors
match the policies. She used as an exam-
ple Marriage Equality Day, the day the
U.S. Supreme Court’s decision declaring
same-sex marriages to be legal nation-
wide went into effect.

“Dallas County showed support and
leadership,” Daniel said. Many couples
came to Dallas County to get their mar-
riage licenses and get married by Dal-
las County judges, because they knew
they’d be welcomed here.

Leslie Garza from the office of state
Rep Victoria Neave, whose office covers
a large portion of Mesquite, delivered a
proclamation from the state recognizing
Pride in Mesquite.

As polished as the event was, the only
thing surprising about it was that it was
a first for the city. [
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EXCEPTIONAL HOMES. PRIME LOCATIONS.

Central Living by David Weekley Homes is bringing
you closer to Downtown Dallas, Love Field Airport and
more! Delight in our open-concept Hloor plans with unique
architectural elements, while enjoying low-maintenance

living in a two- or three- story new home in one of these

prime locations:
PARKSIDE AT TRINITY GREEN OAK PARK
Community Pool

Near Trinity Groves Area
From the $415s From the $400s

THE RESERVE AT KESSLER HEIGHTS
Gated Community Near Bishop Arts
From the $420s

Bring this ad for a move-in appliance package valued

up to $5000. :H'ﬁr.r-y-'—" offer ends July 31, 2019! | 214-390-4428
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t4 David Weekley Homes ”
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Prism Health opens

NICKTOTIN | Contributing Writer

ntotin@gmail.com

rism Health North
Texas has opened a
new clinic offering
PrEP services and STI
testing and treatment
in Oak Lawn.
PrEP, sold as brand
name Truvada, is a
medication known to reduce the risk of
HIV infection when taken consistently,
according to the Center for Disease Con-
trol.

The new clinic, which opened in May
and is located at 2801 Lemmon Ave., was
designed by Prism Health to create a
convenient and accessible access to PrEP
services in the community where the
new center is located.

“We wanted to make sure we had a
space that was unique to the patients
that we would serve there,” Dr. John
Carlo, CEO of Prism Health, said. He
said the clinic was designed to create
convenience for clientele, with an on-site
laboratory and partnerships with local
pharmacies to ensure consistent distri-
bution of PrEP medication.

The pharmacy partnership is one part
of Prism Health’s movement to end the
stigma about both using PrEP and the
community living with HIV/AIDS. Car-
lo said that because PrEP is also a part
of HIV treatment, pharmacists don’t al-
ways have full knowledge about PrEP
as a preventative care, which means cli-
entele can encounter issues picking up
their prescriptions.

“Some pharmacies still don’t under-
stand that PrEP can be outside HIV,”
Carlo said, “We want to make sure we
have a close relationship with pharma-
cists who know what they are doing.”

Prism Health was previously known
as AIDS Arms. In 2017, Tori Hobbs, chief
marketing and development officer, led
the organization through their rebrand-

new PrEP clinic in

Oak La

Dr. John Carlo said Prism Health North Texas’ new clinic
is designed specifically to make patients feel comfortable.

ing in order to more adequately repre-
sent the expanding areas of service the
agency wanted to offer the community.

For Hobbs, the expansion is part of
what sets Prism Health apart. “It’s easy
to stay in the same space and continue
to do what you've always done but that
is not how this organizations chooses to
operate,” she said. “We are always ask-
ing what else we need to be doing to
make sure that we are meeting the com-
munity needs.”

Earlier this year, Prism conducted a
survey of 400 Dallas-Fort Worth res-
idents, 200 of whom self-identify as
LGBTQ.

“What we learned from our survey is
that about half of the population in our
area still doesn’t have the knowledge
about HIV and prevention,” Hobbs said,

and 32 percent of the surveyed group be-
lieves there is a cure for HIV. (Although
there are treatments for HIV, there is cur-
rently no cure.)

The survey results also indicated 64
percent of respondents are not personal-
ly concerned about contracting HIV.

Education about HIV and AIDS is part
of Prism’s expanding mission and part
of the challenge facing the community,
said Wynn Hawker-Boehnke, market-
ing and communications coordinator
for Prism Health, nothing part of the
challenge comes from the fact that “the
youth of today did not grow up in the
epidemic.”

In 2016, more than 64 percent of new
HIV diagnoses in Texas were in people
younger than 35, according to the Texas
Department of State Health Services.

“People think it doesn’t apply to them.
But they need to know how to reduce
their own risk,” Hawker-Boehnke said.

Opening the Oak Lawn location al-
lows Prism Health the opportunity to
work within the community to offer pre-
ventative services like PrEP in a more
approachable and accessible way, Hobbs
said.

“We don’t want you walk off the ele-
vator and feel like you're in a usual doc-
tor’s office or medical facility,” she said,
explaining that the space was designed
to be welcoming and give clientele peace
of mind during their visit. ]

The Oak Lawn Prism Health location is
open Monday through Friday, from 8:30 a.m.
to 5 p.m. The clinic offers evening hours until
7 p.m. on the first and third Monday of each
month.
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Outin,

engineering

What used to be a
conservative, male-dominated
field is opening up

TAMMYE NASH | Managing Editor

nash@dallasvoice.com

endy Lo-

pez grew

up in a tiny

little  town

in South

Louisiana, the

youngest  of

the six kids in

her family. When she reached her senior

year in high school, one of her favorite

teachers asked if she planned to go to
college.

“I told her yes, I was thinking about it,
and then she asked me, ‘If you go, what
would you study?” The only real role
model I had then was her, so I said, ‘1
think I'll be a teacher,”” Lopez recalled.
“But she told me, ‘No. don’t be a teacher.
Be an engineer.’

“That short little conversation
changed the whole trajectory of my life.”

Lopez followed her teacher’s advice,
becoming the first in her family to go
to college. She attended what was then
known as University of Southwestern
Louisiana (now the University of Louisi-
ana at Lafayette) and studied engineer-
ing — one of only three female students
in the USL School of Engineering at the
time. Before she left the school, she had
earned both her bachelor’s degree and
her master’s degree in engineering.

After she graduated, Lopez got a job
as a design engineer with a compa-
ny there in Lafayette. She eventually
moved to Texas and got her first job as a
project director, and in 1988 at the age of
29, she started her own company.

“I look back now and think about
the fact that I started my own company
when I was 29, and I think, I must have
lost my damn mind! What was I think-
ing?” Lopez laughed.

But hindsight is 20-20, and it’s easy to
see today that she made the right deci-

sion: 20 years after she started the com-
pany (Wendy Lopez and Associates at
first, then later LopezGarcia), with 225
employees and jobs in “all the major cit-
ies in Texas,” Lopez sold the company
to URS Corporation, which at the time
was the largest engineering firm in the
United States. Then six years after that,
AECOM — an American multination-
al firm with about 87,000 employees
worldwide and listed at number 164 on
the 2018 Fortune 500 — bought out URS.

“AECOM is probably the largest in-
frastructure [engineering] company in
the world,” Lopez said. “We do design,
planning, construction, operations, fi-
nancing — it’s a full package infrastruc-
ture company.”

Lopez is the senior vice president and
transportation business line leader AE-
COM, which means that she “runs the
transportation business for the central
region — from Arizona to Alabama, and
from Mexico and the Gulf of Mexico up
to Canada, 22 states dab in the middle
of the U.S.”

Lopez said that when she sold her
company to URS, she stayed on. Then
when URS sold to AECOM, “I had a
two-year agreement to stay around [and
help with the transition]. Now it’s been
10 years.”

Her job with the company, she said,
“is on the design side — design and
planning,” and it includes designers,
planners and scientists who design
highways, bridges, airports, transit facil-
ities such as the DART light rail and bus
services, and aviation facilities.

“Some of my staff were involved in
the downtown Dallas horseshoe proj-
ect, where they just redid the connection
between I-30 and I-35E,” she explained.
“That’s all been under construction for
a while now. It was a big design/build
job. It was led by a contractor, but we
helped, too.”

Lopez and her staff also handle the
program management at DFW Interna-
tional Airport, which includes designing
and building airfield projects, runways,
taxiways and even the international
parkway providing access to the airport

Wendy Lopez

from both the north and the south sides.

Lopez worked for two different pri-
vate engineering firms before she start-
ed her own company. After owning
her own company for 20 years, she has
worked for two of the largest public-
ly-traded engineering firms. But her ca-
reer path really isn’t very common for
women in engineering and especially
not for openly-LGBT people.

Thankfully, though, that seems to be
changing throughout the STEM — sci-
ence, technology, engineering and math-
ematics — fields, she said.

“Engineering is still very much a
male-dominated field. But it is getting
better,” Lopez said. “When I was in
college almost 40 years ago, there were
three of us women in the whole engi-
neering school. I was recently invited
back to the university to be inducted
into their Wall of Honor for engineering,
and during the ceremony, they thanked
the students who were very involved in
planning the Wall of Honor ceremony,
naming them and asking them to stand.
I couldn’t help but acknowledge the fact
that so many young female students

were responsible for that day. It was a
good moment, a very good moment for
me as a female engineer.”

The field is also changing for LGBT
engineers, too.

“Most engineering companies are ac-
tually small businesses, and very, very
conservative. In the two jobs I had be-
fore starting my own company, I think
some of the people knew I was gay, but
I certainly wasn’t out at work. Nobody
talked about it,” Lopez.

When she owned her own compa-
ny, Lopez said, she was less concerned
about who knew she was a lesbian. “I
was certainly out then, though maybe
not waving rainbow flags all over the
place” since she still had to work in a
conservative atmosphere” she said. “But
then we sold to URS. URS was head-
quartered in San Francisco, and you’d
think it be a much more liberal company.
It wasn’t. Going to URS was almost like
going back in the closet.”

Then came AECOM and a whole new
world.

“It’s one thing to talk about support
for your employees, but at AECOM we
really do celebrate diversity. We encour-
age inclusion. All [Pride] month long,
we are having people coming to talk
about different things. We have little
luncheons. Most of the time it seems like
there are more allies in the room than
LGBT people, but that’s ok, too.

“For example, we had a couple from
PFLAG come in to talk about supporting
your children and family members [who
are LGBTQ], about finding resources
and so on. That’s good for employees
who have [LGBTQ)] children and other
family members and friends,” she con-
tinued. “Last week a woman named
Portia from Silver Pride came in to talk
to us, and today we have a drag queen
coming in.”

Considering that URS was headquar-
tered in San Francisco, one of the gay-
est cities in the world, and AECOM’s
headquarters are in Los Angeles, Lopez
said, “you’d think that URS is probably
more progressive. But it wasn't at all.
When the Supreme Court handed down
the marriage equality ruling [on July 26,
2015], our [AECOM] CEO immediately
sent out [an internal social media post]

WENDY, Page 39
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DHC adding beds to

youth shelter

Nurturing those in need
with housing and meal
programs is the focus of
Dallas Hope Charities

DAVID TAFFET | Senior Staff
Writer

taffet@dallasvoice.com

s Dallas Hope Char-
ities approaches its
first anniversary,

the organization
is about to triple the number of beds in its
LGBT shelter.

A year ago, Cathedral of Hope spun off
some of its ministries and formed a new
nonprofit organization that could take
advantage of its secular and independent
status while still benefiting from a strong
relationship with the church.

Its first new project was a shelter for
LGBT youth. The program is designed
for youth ages 18 to 24 who may live
at the facility up to a year. According to
DHC Executive Director Jason Villejo,
DHC began operating a two-bed house
that helped six youth during its first year
in operation.

Several residents had timed out of the
foster system; one had been adopted, but
both parents passed away, and he found
himself back in the foster system and
then timed out at age 18.

Villejo is proud of one successful res-
ident. DHC teamed up with the Year
Up program at El Centro College, a
12-month program has a student take
classes in IT or business for six months
and then enters an internship program
for six months. The internships are in
partnership with local companies locat-
ed throughout the city.

One student who was participating in
the Year Up program found her grades
slipping because of issues with unstable
housing. El Centro contacted Villejo, who
was able to offer a bed for up to a year.

That student is completing her intern-
ship at Top Golf’s corporate headquar-
ters on Central Expressway, and she’s

Jason Villejo, left, accepts a check for $100,000
from Harvey Meissner, president and general
manager of The Hidden Door, representing The
Anthony Bobrow Trust.

been offered a full-time job that will pay
over $30,000.

Another resident is about to leave as
well. That one was already working and
living at home. When the family found
out about their child’s LGBT status, they
kicked her out of the house. Villejo said
she needed a place to stay while saving
paychecks to be able to afford her own
apartment.

Villejo said two residents were on the
waiting list for Promise House’s LGBT
residence. Others were referred from
City Square and other partners DHC de-
veloped over the past year.

He said a new two-bedroom residence
will open over the next few weeks, allow-
ing DHC to house four more young peo-
ple at once, thanks to a recent $100,000 do-
nation from the Tony Bobrow Foundation
that made the new residence possible.

A part-time house manager has been
hired who will do case management and
keep residents on track to go out on their
own within a year.

Another program DHC inherited from
the church is BACH — Breakfast at Ca-
thedral of Hope. That Saturday breakfast
program currently costs $4,000 a month.
Last year, it served 36,000 meals to the
homeless. But, Villejo noted, “The break-
fast program is struggling financially.”

YOUTH, Page 29
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Making

history:

Tarrant County Commissioners
Court honors Pride Month

Proclamation is first of its kind for
the county; Fort Worth, Watauga
also issues proclamations

JAMES RUSSELL | Contributing Writer

james.journo@gmail.com

our days before the
50th anniversary of the
Stonewall Inn riots,
the Tarrant County
Commissioners Court
signed a resolution
declaring June as Na-
tional LGBTQ Pride
Month.

The resolution on Tuesday morning,
June 25, passed 3-2, with Democratic
commissioners Devan Allen, the reso-
lution’s author, and Roy Brooks and Re-
publican County Judge B. Glen Whitley
voting in favor.

Republican Commissioners J.D. John-
son and Gary Fickes abstained.

Per a review of court records, the res-
olution is the county’s first acknowledg-
ing LGBTQ Pride Month. The court has

been dominated by Republicans for de-
cades, with the veteran Brooks serving
as the lone Democrat. That changed last
year, however, when Allen defeated Re-
publican Andy Nguyen, giving Demo-
crats a second seat on the court.

“This year marks the 50th anniversa-
ry of the Stonewall raid and subsequent
riots in New York. It’s a milestone year
for the LGBTQ liberation movement and
one that needs to be recognized as one
to champion and advocate for equality
and freedom from discrimination,” Al-
len said in a statement. “Tarrant County
is an increasingly diverse and vibrant
community. As commissioner, I remain
committed to ensuring that our residents
and neighbors know that we are a wel-
coming one as well.”

Tarrant County LGBTQ community
leaders praised the resolution — even
when a reporter was the first to inform
them of it.

Sharon Herrera, executive director and
founder of youth support group LGBTQ
S.A.VE.S., was among those taken by sur-
prise. The proclamation shows “HOPE
for our LGBTQ youth,” she wrote via




Tarrant County Commissioner Devan Allen authored the first resolution the
Commissioners Court ever passed recognizing June as National Pride Month.

Facebook. “Now let’s walk the talk and
help build a safe place for them!”

DeeJay Johannessen, executive direc-
tor of the Health Education Learning
Project in Fort Worth, knew about the
vote and was delighted by the margin.

“We are happy with the county’s passage
of this proclamation and understanding
of the need to support all citizens and

&1 YOUTH ron page 26

combat all hate crimes wherever they
may exist,” he said. “We look forward to
a time when this vote is unanimous.”

The Commissioners Court is the third
government entity in Tarrant County to
commemorate Pride. City councils in
Fort Worth and Watagua, northeast of
Fort Worth, recently passed resolutions,
also.

Watagua Mayor Arthur Miner, who
was elected in May, delivered the procla-
mation on June 14 at City Hall. Last No-
vember, Watagua elected Scott Preschel
to the council. He’s the city’s first open-
ly-gay elected official.

The Fort Worth resolution earlier this
month passed unanimously, with Coun-
cilwoman Ann Zadeh presenting the
signed proclamation to a group of ac-
tivists, including Herrera, former Coun-
cilman Joel Burns, and Resource Center
Communications and Advocacy Manag-

er Rafael McDonnell.
The city has scored a 100 on the Hu-
man Rights Campaign’s Municipal

Equality Index, which measures a city’s
commitment to protecting the LGBTQ
community. It is the only city in Tarrant
County to receive a perfect score, accord-
ing to the Index, which does not include
all cities in its surveys. Arlington came
second, scoring 48 points. Watagua was
not among the cities surveyed.

No official measurement for county
protections for LGBTQ exists. [ ]

Before, the program was supported
by donations to the church. Now, on
months with a fifth Sunday, a second of-
fering plate is passed to support DHC.

But donations are coming from new
sources. The United Court of the Lone
Star Empire is raising money for the or-
ganization this week at one of its shows
at the Hidden Door. The Dallas Bears re-
cently gave the group a check for almost
$900, and at Intuit in Plano, the company
matched funds raised at an employee
drag bingo and donated $2,400. And a
newly hired grant writer is applying for
funds from a variety of sources.

Villejo has focused the mission of
DHC on feeding and housing those in
need. As part of that focus, its logo was

redesigned with a roof over the name
and a fork in the “O” in Hope to signify
home and meals.

Several programs such as tutoring
at Maple Lawn Elementary across the
street from the church have been turned
back over to the church. Members who
were working with students will contin-
ue to do so.

“We were too scattered,” Villejo said of
the reason for that change.

With his new focus, Villejo said it will
be easier to tell the story of Dallas Hope
Charities and raise funds to keep its pro-
grams running. [ |

To find out more about Dallas Hope Char-
ities or make a donation, visit DallasHo-
peCharities.org.
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- AIDS United’s
a I n g a n Southern HIV

Impact Fund is

o N -
giving organizations
the money they
need to make a

difference

MAT SHAW | Contributing Writer

mathews.yb@gmail.com

ince 1988, AIDS United has provided more than $104 million to local
communities to fight the HIV epidemic, targeting the nation’s most
vulnerable communities, including gay and bisexual men, people
of color, transgender individuals, drug users, sex workers and those
living in the South.

“Central to our work is a deeply-held commitment to health equi-
ty and an intersectional approach to addressing the social determi-
nants and disparities that drive the HIV epidemic in the U.S.,” said

PJ. Moton-Poole, program manager for AIDS United. “Our guiding North Star is,
and always will be, the voices and the needs of people living with HIV.”

The organization is one of the few national organizations led by a gay man of color
living with HIV, a fact they are proud of, Moton-Poole added.

Now a new program launched by AIDS United targets the South for funding to
fight the virus. In 2017, the year it was launched, the Southern HIV Impact Fund
granted $2.65 million to 37 organizations in nine deeply-impacted states: Alabama,

“THANK YOU”

To everyone that paved the way
for us fo live PROUD today.

. 7PRIDE LGBTQIA+ APPAREL
<7 BASICS www.PrideBasics.com
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P.J. Moton-Poole

Florida, Georgia, Louisiana, Mississippi,
North Carolina, South Carolina, Tennes-
see and Texas.

According to the organization’s web-
site, HIV funding in the South decreased
by $2 million between 2015 and 2016.
In addition, 44 percent of people living
with HIV reside in the South.

Seven organizations in Texas benefit
from AIDS United funds, two of which
are in Dallas. Abounding Prosperity Inc.,
which provides health services to gay
and bisexual black men and black trans
women, and The Afiya Center, which
addresses the sexual and reproductive
health of black women and girls, are the
two Dallas organizations that receive the
funds.

“Both of these projects fill significant
gaps in needed services and support Dal-
las’ black communities,” Moton-Poole
said. “The Southern HIV Impact fund is
proud to support the important work of
these incredible organizations.”

There are about 18,000 people living
with HIV in Dallas County, according to

data from the Texas Department of State
and Health Services. The Dallas area also
has the highest rate of HIV in the state,
Moton-Poole noted.

Other grant-making programs AIDS
United sponsors to help bring health
equity are Transgender Leadership Ini-
tiative, which helps build grassroots
leadership within transgender commu-
nities, and Syringe Access Fund, which
supports reduction in shared syringes
and ensures their safe disposal.

According to Syringe Access Fund’s
website, infected needles result in up to
5,000 cases of HIV and about 10,000 cases
of hepatitis C. The fund plans to invest
close to $2.4 million in 62 organizations
across 32 states to support HIV and vi-
ral hepatitis prevention efforts between
2018 and 2020.

Transgender Leadership Initiative
supports eight organizations across the
country to “amplify the power of trans-
gender people to address the HIV ep-
idemic and make a difference in their
communities,” according to their web-

site. Some of their initiatives include cre-
ating a statewide trans youth advisory
council in Michigan and training for re-
cently incarcerated trans people.

In addition, the People Organizing
Positively Initiative supports 10 orga-
nizations across the country to address
stigma and encourage engagement in
HIV care. Their work ranges from lead-
ing a multistate initiative to empower
women living with HIV, helping lead-
ership development in people with HIV
through advocacy and storytelling and
mobilizing to address HIV criminaliza-
tion.

“As a matter of principle, we also be-
lieve that people living with HIV and
those from affected communities should
lead our movement to end the HIV ep-
idemic,” Moton-Poole said. “All of our
strategic grantmaking initiatives require
capacity building components, to ensure
sustainable and diverse leadership to
propagate a more durable movement to
see us over the finish line and end this
epidemic.” [
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arrested, but I was there each and every
night that followed, along with all of us
who would later call ourselves Gay Lib-
eration Front.

It was the members of GLF who wrote
on the street that night, members of GLF
who stood proudly at the front doors of
Stonewall the second night to hear Mar-
ty Robinson and Martha Shelley speak,
members who understood the changes
we were demanding, not asking for.

The third and fourth nights were filled
with organizing and a circus atmosphere
that continued throughout the entire
week. We were joyous, since from the
ashes of Stonewall came the Gay Liber-
ation Front, a group that would turn our
community and the world upside down.

Also, from the third night on, leaflet-
ing began on Christopher Street. For the
first time we were united, and for the first
time we were a diversified community.

Let’s make this clear: Before GLF, you
didn’t see anyone but white men in suits
and ties and white women in dress-
es representing the LGBT community.
Those earlier organizations wouldn’t
have anyone else as spokespeople.

That is why I was in The Action
Group. Mattachine didn’t want me, a
youth of 18, in their office since they felt
they could be raided for corrupting the
morals of minors.

And drag queens, people of color?
They were ignored by those groups.

But we in GLF welcomed all. From
lesbian separatists, to radical fairy col-
lectives, youths, street kids and yes drag
queens — they were all GLE. You may
have heard about a couple of our mem-
bers: Marsha P. Johnson and Sylvia Rive-
ra. They were welcomed, too.

GLF is the most important LGBT or-
ganization to have ever existed, because
we made more change in one year for
this community than any other organi-
zation has since. And we also were cer-
tainly the most dysfunctional — and we
are all proud of that!

That first year, from Stonewall to the
first Gay Pride in 1970, was pure mag-
ic, and it made our community what it
is today. It changed our lives in so many
ways that no organization had before.

We would no longer be invisible. We
were out, loud and proud of who we were,
and we would no longer accept society’s
labels. We would tell them who we were.

We were not “homosexuals.” We were
gay men, gay women, lesbian, dykes,

% STONEWALL ...

drag queens.

Not only would we be open about
who we were, we’d also be in your face
to fight for our rights instead of merely
pleading for them. This was all revolu-
tionary, since 99.9 percent of our commu-
nity was in the closet, and in 1969, before
GLEF, there were only four types of places
to go — illegal gay bars, cruising areas,
private parties and secret meetings of
organizations, which were hidden so the
police would not raid them.

But GLF advertised our meetings. We
advertised that we were going to have a
dance — women dancing with women,
men dancing with men, and not in an
illegal bar but in public. We dared the
police to raid us, and they were afraid to.

That was rebellious!

We also publicly took back our street
Christopher Street by leafleting every
night and facing off against the police.
We did legal alerts, medical alerts, notic-
es to gather for our next demonstration,
handouts for Gay Youth meetings, a ho-
tline, the nation’s first trans organization,
and the nation’s first LGBT Community
Center. And if all that were not enough,
we were the organizers and marshals for
that very first Gay Pride march in 1970,
which was called Christopher Street Lib-
eration Day March, originally dreamed
up by Craig Rodwell and Ellen Broidy.

Stonewall was not one night, it was a
year, and GLF was its spirit. That spirit
of rebellion transformed our world.

Before Stonewall, less than a hundred
out people represented us, all white men
and white women, no diversity allowed.
One year later at Gay Pride, people of
color, trans people and youth gathered
under a grassroots movement that wel-
comed all segments of our community.
We were not 100 picketing once a year;
we were now thousands.

I'wasn’tjust at Stonewall. More impor-
tantly, I was with Gay Liberation Front.
Stonewall and GLF are synonymous,
One night led to one magical year. A
year that changed the world. [

Mark Segal is publisher of The Philadel-
phia Gay News, and last year his personal
papers and artifacts, including some from
this article, were inducted into The Smith-
sonian Institute American History Museum
in Washington, D.C. His memoir — And
Then I Danced, Traveling The Road To
LGBT Equality — was named book of the
year by the National Lesbian Gay Journalist
Association.
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Gedar Springs getting
10 rainbows

o
and Throckmorton. (David Taffet/Dallas Voice)
Crosswalks have been in

and out of neighborhood
design plans for years

DAVID TAFFET | Senior Staff Writer

taffet@dallasvoice.com

he Dallas City Coun-
cil voted on Wednes-
day, June 26, to ap-
prove a plan for 10
rainbow crosswalks
and other upgrades
to Cedar Springs
Road.

Former Councilmembers Pauline Me-
drano and Angela Hunt gave portions
of their allotment from a bond election
to upgrade the LGBT entertainment
district. Since then, designs have been
drawn up, argued, turned down, re-
drawn and refined.

This week two proposals passed the
Dallas City Council on the consent agen-
da. One proposal includes most of the
streetscape improvements and markers.
The other is for crosswalks that will be
paid for privately.

Bond money may only be used for
improvements expected to last 20 years
or more. Crosswalks are expected to last
about 10 years.

The cost of installing 10 rainbow cross-
walks will be $128,250. Former Dallas
City Councilman Chris Luna is spear-
heading the fundraising and has already
raised $70,000 toward the project. His

Four rainbow crosswalks will be installed at the corner of Cedar Springs Road

goal is to raise $160,000, which would
include funds for maintenance.

Costs of rainbow crosswalks vary. In
Atlanta, one intersection with four rain-
bow crosswalks cost $196,000.

Among the funders so far are the
Cedar Springs Merchants Association,
Round-Up owners Alan Pierce and Gary
Miller as well as the bar itself, The Dallas
Foundation and Communities Founda-
tion of Texas. Dallas Pride, Texas Instru-
ments, Lisa K. Simmons and Luna are
the other major donors.

The crosswalks will run from Douglas
Avenue to Oak Lawn Avenue. One will
be painted at Douglas Avenue in front of
Kroger. The next two are at Knight Street,
but because Knight jags at Cedar Springs
Road, one will cross in front of the Oak
Lawn Branch Library and the other in
front of Cedar Springs Tap House.

Next are four crosswalks at Throck-
morton, an intersection also known as
the Crossroads. One crosswalk will cross
at Reagan in front of Cafe Brazil. Finally,
one crosswalk marking the beginning of
the district will be painted at the monu-
ment crossing to the Melrose Hotel.

The additional three crosswalks at that
intersection will be realigned. From the
monument to the Centrum, the crossing
will be perpendicular making the walk
shorter and pushing stopped traffic on
Oak Lawn Avenue back a bit. Those will
be painted in white.

Luna said that once construction be-
gins — current projected start date is
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DART’s ads POP

DART team members show off their Ad POP Award from the National LGBT Media Asso-
ciation. The Ad POP Awards “reward the best representations of LGBT advertising in online
and print campaigns, as placed in regional LGBT newspapers in its member cities,” the

association noted. (Tammye Nash/Dallas Voice)

September — the project is expected
to take six months. Crosswalks will be
the last thing done. That’s so that other
construction doesn’t destroy the newly-
painted walkways and so utility compa-
nies have time to get any expected un-
derground work done first.

The North Texas Chamber of Com-
merce will be responsible for the main-
tenance. Money raised for the project
above the initial cost will be held by the
Chamber.

Vandalism and utility work have
been problems for rainbow crosswalks
in other cities. Within a year of Atlan-
ta installing its $196,000, one-intersec-
tion rainbow crosswalks, underground
AT&T utility work cut right through one
lane of the walk and was replace with
blacktop. The city is looking into replac-
ing the rainbow.

In Toronto, two people painted black
swastikas over its four-year-old painted
crosswalk last August. The crosswalk
was quickly cleaned up because the paint
used in Toronto is actually a long-lasting
plastic laminate that will also be used on
the Cedar Springs Road crosswalks, ac-
cording to Luna.

A payment of $125,250 is due from the
North Texas GLBT Chamber of Com-
merce by Jan. 31, 2020 to the city of Dal-
las. If payment in full is not received, the
rainbow crosswalks will be deleted from

- RAI N BOWS, From Page 35

the contract and the street enhancements
and will not be installed.

Luna said he didn’t think there would
be a problem raising the additional
funds. He said a number of companies
that are likely to contribute haven’t been
contacted yet and a Fundrazr campaign
has just been launched.

In Atlanta, a GoFundMe raised about
$45,000 toward its much-higher costs.

The cost of additional street im-
provements coming from bond money
is $1,247,485.16. According to the plan
voted on by the Dallas City Council on
Wednesday, that money will be used
for “landscaping, barrier-free ramps,
continental style crosswalks, decorative
paving, traffic signal design, pocket park
plaza, gateway treatment and neighbor-
hood signs at Douglas Avenue and Oak
Lawn Avenue.”

Bidding on the contract has closed.
Four contractors submitted bids and
Gibson & Associates of Balch Springs
won, coming in at the amount allocated
for the project. The highest bid would
have cost more than $2 million.

Gibson is expected to begin work in
September and complete construction in
March 2020.

Since the parade was moved off the
Strip this year, the only other street event
that may be affected is Halloween on Ce-
dar Springs Road. ]
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Dallas Bears, BearQance
present donations

FROM STAFF REPORTS

he Dallas Bears held
their annual Anni-
versary Dinner and
Awards event Satur-
day, June 22, at Dal-
las Eagle, where they
handed out a grand
total of $78,754 to
six different community organizations,
and recognized Dallas Bear members for
their contributions to the organization
and the community.

The donations came from money
raised during Texas Bear Round-Up 24:
Best Little Bear House in Texas and the
corresponding Hard Candy Bear Dance
held in March. Members of Dallas Bears
and the organizers of Bear Dance were
celebrating 10 years of partnership this
year, as the Dallas Bears host the largest
bear run in the nation along with the best
bear dance held the same weekend by
the BearDance organization. In the spirit
of that partnership, BearDance President
Dr. Mark Trimble and Dallas Bears Pres-
ident Wayne Davis presented checks to
recipients together. Recipients were Dal-
las Hope Charities ($877 raised by Mr.
TBRU boy Kage at his event); Resource

Center’s Nutri-
tion Programs
(%877 raised
by Mr. TBRU
boy Kage at his
event); AIDS
Services of Dal-
las ($5,000 raised
at the Spanke Studer Memorial Teddy
Bear Auction); the Sharon St. Cyr Fund
($18,000); Resource Center’s Youth First
program ($18,000); and the Greg Dollge-
ner Memorial AIDS Fund ($36,000).

Those recognized with awards during
the anniversary celebration were:

¢ James Davenport: Bear of the Year.

* Members of the United Court of the
Lone Star Empire: The John “Spanke”
Studer Memorial Award for Community
Service.

¢ Mike Henry, Chris Franke and Bob
Hollenbeck: the President’s Award for
Dedication and Service.

¢ Penny Cilyn, a.k.a Gary Allinger:
Special Service and Friendship Award.

* Dallas Bears President Wayne Da-
vis: Special Service Award for 18 Years of
Leadership and Service.

Partnership awards went to Bear-
Dance, Brian Ruby with Hyatt Regency
Dallas, host hotel for TBRU, and Brenda

M‘ﬁ_h'iuw.._

Sayegh with Connections Housing.

Receiving Lone Star Award for Ten-
ured Leadership and Service were Rob
Meade for more than 15 years of service
and Nino Ciraulo for more than 10 years
of service. Both men are retiring from ac-
tive service.

Dallas Bears board of directors for the
2019/2020 Bear Year were also installed
at the event. They are Wayne Davis,
president; Mike Henry, vice president;
Kevin Steele, secretary; Patrick Swee-
ney, treasurer; Randy Flores, charitable
events; James Davenport, social events,
and McKenzie Moraven, membership
events.

Dallas Bears and BearDance are also
already gearing up for March 2020,
when Dallas Bears will host the TBRU
Silver Jubilee. The TBRU 25 theme is “A
Roman Holiday,” and BearDance will
hold its annual event again during TBRU
weekend. ]
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congratulating all the LGBTQ employ-
ees on finally being able to live a full life
and be legally married if they wanted.
Sure, there are still some very conserva-
tive people in the company, and he got
some blow-back for it. But that didn’t
make him change his mind or pull the
post down.

“I never thought I would see the day
that would happen,” Lopez added. “I
was so very proud of our company.”

When Lopez was just starting her ca-
reer, “Being a woman in the engineer-
ing field took a lot of guts,” she said.
“To further come out as a lesbian —
well, it took me a long time to get there.
I didn’t come out until I owned my own
company and it was pretty safe.

“But when I think about where I have
been in my career, and then I look at the
young people today, it gives me hope,”
she continued. “Young people today
just don’t see the differences in peo-
ple the way we did when I was young.
They say, ‘Meet my friend,” not ‘my gay
friend’ or ‘my black friend” or ‘my Mus-
lim friend” or any of that. It’s just ‘my
friend.” They just don’t have a lot of the
hang-ups the generation before [mine]
did, or even that [my] generation has.”

Lopez described participating re-
cently in the OSTEM — Out in STEM
— conference, where young LGBTQ
engineering students getting ready to
start their careers went to participate in
workshops and symposiums. The event
also included a job fair.

“Kids would come by the booths
looking for jobs, and you could talk to
them about your company and why
they should apply there. This one
young man came by our booth when
I was there — tall, thin, good-looking.
He was telling he wanted to be a design
engineer and build bridges, and I was
telling him that was my department at
AECOM, and he should definitely ap-
ply with us.

“Then, I looked down at his feet, and
he was wearing a pair of pumps,” she
laughed. “he just laughed and said, ‘I
forgot my boy shoes at home!’

“Things like that make me hopeful. I
am hopeful things are steadily improv-
ing,” Lopez concluded. “When you
look at what’s happening right now on
the national and international stage, it
can really bring you down. But when 1
look to the future, I have hope.” [
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IMPORTANT FACTS FOR BIKTARVY"®

This is only a brief summary of important information about BIKTARVY and does not replace

(bik-TAR-vee)

talking to your healthcare provider about your condition and your treatment.

MOST IMPORTANT INFORMATION ABOUT BIKTARVY

BIKTARVY may cause serious side effects, including:

» Worsening of Hepatitis B (HBV) infection. If you have
both HIV-Tand HBYV, your HBV may suddenly get worse if
you stop taking BIKTARVY. Do not stop taking BIKTARVY
without first talking to your healthcare provider, as they
will need to check your health regularly for several months.

ABOUT BIKTARVY

BIKTARVY is a complete, 1-pill, once-a-day prescription
medicine used to treat HIV-1in adults. It can either be used in
people who have never taken HIV-1 medicines before, or people
who are replacing their current HIV-1 medicines and whose

healthcare provider determines they meet certain requirements.

BIKTARVY does not cure HIV-1 or AIDS. HIV-1is the virus
that causes AIDS.

Do NOT take BIKTARVY if you also take a medicine
that contains:

» dofetilide

» rifampin

» any other medicines to treat HIV-1

BEFORE TAKING BIKTARVY
Tell your healthcare provider if you:

» Have or have had any kidney or liver problems, including
hepatitis infection.

» Have any other health problems.

» Are pregnant or plan to become pregnant. It is not known if
BIKTARVY can harm your unborn baby. Tell your healthcare
provider if you become pregnant while taking BIKTARVY.

) Are breastfeeding (nursing) or plan to breastfeed. Do not
breastfeed. HIV-1can be passed to the baby in breast milk.

Tell your healthcare provider about all the medicines
you take:

> Keep a list that includes all prescription and over-the-counter
medicines, antacids, laxatives, vitamins, and herbal
supplements, and show it to your healthcare provider
and pharmacist.

) BIKTARVY and other medicines may affect each other. Ask
your healthcare provider and pharmacist about medicines
that interact with BIKTARVY, and ask if it is safe to take

BIKTARVY with all your other medicines.
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Get HIV support by downloading a free app at

MyDailyCharge.com

POSSIBLE SIDE EFFECTS OF BIKTARVY

BIKTARVY may cause serious side effects, including:

» Those in the “Most Important Information About
BIKTARVY” section.

» Changes in your immune system. Your immune system
may get stronger and begin to fight infections. Tell your
healthcare provider if you have any new symptoms after
you start taking BIKTARVY.

» Kidney problems, including kidney failure. Your healthcare
provider should do blood and urine tests to check your
kidneys. If you develop new or worse kidney problems,
they may tell you to stop taking BIKTARVY.

) Too much lactic acid in your blood (lactic acidosis), which
is a serious but rare medical emergency that can lead to
death. Tell your healthcare provider right away if you get these
symptoms: weakness or being more tired than usual, unusual
muscle pain, being short of breath or fast breathing, stomach
pain with nausea and vomiting, cold or blue hands and feet,
feel dizzy or lightheaded, or a fast or abnormal heartbeat.

» Severe liver problems, which in rare cases can lead to death.
Tell your healthcare provider right away if you get these
symptoms: skin or the white part of your eyes turns yellow,
dark “tea-colored” urine, light-colored stools, loss of appetite
for several days or longer, nausea, or stomach-area pain.

» The most common side effects of BIKTARVY in clinical studies
were diarrhea (6%), nausea (6%), and headache (5%).

These are not all the possible side effects of BIKTARVY.
Tell your healthcare provider right away if you have any
new symptoms while taking BIKTARVY.

You are encouraged to report negative side effects of
prescription drugs to the FDA. Visit www.FDA.gov/medwatch,
or call 1-800-FDA-1088.

Your healthcare provider will need to do tests to monitor your
health before and during treatment with BIKTARVY.
HOW TO TAKE BIKTARVY

Take BIKTARVY 1time each day with or without food.

GET MORE INFORMATION

» This is only a brief summary of important information about
BIKTARVY. Talk to your healthcare provider or pharmacist
to learn more.

) Go to BIKTARVY.com or call 1-800-GILEAD-5.

» If you need help paying for your medicine, visit BIKTARVY.com
for program information.
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Pushing up to

equa

Dallas County D.A.’s LGBT
liaison is focused on equal,
not special treatment

DAVID TAFFET | Senior Staff Writer

taffet@dallasvoice.com

“ e can't
assume
we're
going to
be treated
equally in
the criminal
courts build-
ing,” Phillip Clark, LGBTQ+ liaison to
Dallas County District Attorney John
Creuzot, noted this week.

While treating every person who's a
defendant or witness equally is a goal,
assistant D.A.s and other employees
bring their own experiences with them,
Clark said, so Creuzot has re-instated li-
aison positions within the office, includ-
ing one for the LGBTQ+ community.

Clark said he’s not suggesting any
special rights for anyone, but sometimes
“we have to give a push to get them up
to equal.”

Creuzot, he said, gave his office a fresh
start.

“He invited me to make of this role as
I could,” Clark said. “We opened with a
quick response on two House bills,” that
were being considered in the Texas Leg-
islature.

Resource Center had contacted the
D.A’s office, and Creuzot responded
with letters to two committees hearing
bills relating to prosecuting crime. One
regarded eliminating the “gay panic”
defense. That’s when a defendant claims
he committed a murder or other offense
because he suddenly found out the vic-
tim was gay.

The other bill would have extended
Texas’ hate crime law to include gen-
der identity and expression and would
have corrected language that uses the
term “sexual preference.” That wording

was a compromise
Equality Texas and
House  Democrats
worked out to attract
a number of needed
Republican votes at
the time.

The state hate
crime law is penalty
enhancement legis-

lation that increases
punishment by one
felony category if the
motive of the crime
was hatred against
certain categories of
people.  Including
transgender people
as a protected catego-
ry just gives a prose-
cutor another tool to
use, Creuzot argued.

Both bills died in
committee, but Creu-
zot’s support was
noted by committee members and mem-
bers of the LGBT community.

To aid him in his work in “bringing
LGBT people up to equal,” Clark is put-
ting together two boards. An LGBTQ+
task force will be made up of assistant
D.Ass. Clark said he thought he’d find
only a few people would want to be-
come involved, but more than 20 have
expressed an interest, mainly because of
a case or someone they’ve met.

The other is a community advisory
board that will be made up of a broad
range of people from around the county
to keep the D.A.’s office current on issues
and trends in the LGBT community.

Clark envisions prosecutors using the
task force as a resource in dealing with
LGBT victims, witnesses and defendants.

“This is not because there’s a streak of
problem prosecutors,” he said. “It’s to
address the general concept of doing our
jobs better.”

Anyone coming into the D.A.’s office
as a witness is nervous, Clark explained.
He’s seen transgender people come in

Phillip Clark

feeling additional pressure. He described
one instance where someone arrived in
her assigned gender rather than as she
usually presents.

He said if a transgender witness comes
into the office, everyone may not have
experience putting that person at ease.
It’s OK to ask what name and which pro-
nouns that person prefers. Someone with
little experience might skirt around the
issue, making everyone uncomfortable,
rather than politely and simply asking.

Again Clark stressed that there hasn’t
been a streak of disrespect, but some-
times “people don’t know what they
don’t know.” So part of his position he
sees as cultural competency.

Although Clark couldn’t discuss any
upcoming cases, there have been two ar-
rests in murders of black trans women in
the last month. The murders got national
coverage, and the trials are expected to
be closely watched as well.

Members of the gay and trans commu-
nities may be witnesses in both cases. In
the investigation into Muhlaysia Book-

er’s murder, someone who saw her get
into a light-colored, early 2000s Lincoln
LS that belongs to the man accused in the
case. That person is likely to be called as
a witness.

Fewer details of what led to an arrest
in Chynel Lindsey’s murder have been
released.

Speaking in general, Clark said it was
important for people in his office to get
to know trans terminology.

Dead-naming or incorrect pronoun us-
age “can blow up a witness interview,”
he said.

Detecting biases during jury selection
can also make a difference. The D.A.’s
office doesn’t want to lose a case because
members of the jury discount testimony
of gay or trans witnesses or feel a victim
deserved whatever happened.

“We don’t want a jury that will use
it [LGBT status] for or against a defen-
dant,” he said. “A person’s status can’t
affect your view of them as witnesses or
defendants.”

Clark said he expects the task force
to be a place where assistant D.A.s can
“bounce ideas and learn ways to ap-
proach these issues.” He said a major fo-
cus is case integrity. For an LGBT defen-
dant, that may mean reducing the chance
of an appeal based on animus.

For prosecution witnesses, Clark
wants someone testifying for the state
to know they’ve been treated equally to
any other witness. What he can’t assure,
he said, is how the defense attorney will
treat the witness, “But I can make the
witness aware the defense attorney may
not be respectful,” he said.

Clark said the defense attorney may
try to rile up the witness to affect the jury
or simply be speaking disrespectfully
out of ignorance.

As more cases involve LGBT defen-
dants, witnesses and victims, Clark
wants to make sure assistant D.A.s pres-
ent their cases respectfully, learn how to
use that respect to find additional wit-
nesses, make introductions to allay wari-
ness on the part of witnesses and know
how to deal with family members who
may or may not have been supportive.

Clark said special treatment isn’t what
his office is about. It’s just about equal
treatment. And that’s where he will fo-
cus his efforts. u

42 dallasvoice.com 06.28.19



We've Got

SPECS
APPEALL

UPTOWN
VISION

Dr. Bill Henderson

optometrist

214-953-3937
3710 Rawlins St. #100
uptownvisiondallas.com

25%,
OFF*

6/28 - 7/11

*Some restrictio ;mw Cannot be
mb ed wi th n insurance.
No P e adjustme t N pMms

b |
“EADERS

2.0.0.0 1

10+ YEARS AS
BEST OPTOMETRIST

06.28.19 dallasvoice



dallasvoice

The Premier Media Source for LGBT Texas

Phone 214-754-8710 m Fax 214-969-7271
1825 Market Center Blvd., Ste. 240, Dallas, Texas 75207
Hours: Weekdays 9 a.m.—5 p.m. - dallasvoice.com

administration

Leo Cusimano Publisher = 114

editorial

Tammye Nash Managing Editor m 113

Arnold Wayne Jones Executive Editor Life+Style 1129
David Taffet Senior Staff Writer m 125

Philip Burton Proofreader

Contributors: Chris Azzopardi, Jenny Block,

J. Denton Bricker, Alicia Chang, Lawrence Ferber,

Hardy Haberman, Scott Huffman, Lisa Keen, Cassie Nova,
Mikey Rox, Howard Lewis Russell, James Russell,

Terri Schlichenmeyer, Leslie McMurray, Mathew Shaw,
Brandi Amara Skyy, Mark Stokes, Jef Tingley, Casey Williams
Photographers: Kat Haygood, Chuck Marcelo, Cassie Quinn

advertising

Chad Mantooth Advertising Director m 131
Nicholas Gonzalez Advertising Account Rep. = 115
Stephen Mobley MarketPlace Sales m 123

National Advertising Representative
Rivendell Media Inc. 908-232-2021

art

Kevin Thomas Art Director m 119
Shawn Weston Graphic Designer » 132

multimedia

Stephen Mobley Social Media Manager = 123
Brian Kennedy Video Producer

Israel Luna Video Producer/DVtv host

Brad Pritchett DVtv Host

Brandi Amara Skyy DVtv Host

circulation

Linda Depriter Circulation Director m 120

founders

Robert Moore = Don Ritz

affiliations/memberships

Associated Press - Associate Member

National Gay and Leshian Journalists Association
Certified LGBT Business Enterprise

Founding Member - North Texas GLBT Chamber
Founding Member - National LGBT Media Association

ooooa JALLAS

BIG THINGS HAPPEN HERE
| csmsesnnauenet s — |
NATIONAL

LGBT

MEDIA —
ASSOCIATION mmm

| — |

CHAMBER OF COMMERCE ™

-

nglcc

ified LGBTBE

© 2018 Voice Publishing Company, Inc. All rights reserved.
Reprint rights are available only by written consent of the
publisher or managing editor.

Dallas Voice is published weekly on Fridays. Additional
copies of Dallas Voice may be purchased for $1 each,
payable in advance at the Dallas Voice office. Dallas
Voice may be distributed only by Dallas Voice authorized
independent contractors or distributors. No person may,
without prior written permission of Voice Publishing, take
more than one copy of each Dallas Voice weekly issue.

Subscriptions via First Class Mail are available: Three
months (13 consecutive issues), $65. Six months (26
consecutive issues), $85. One year (52 consecutive issues),
$130. Contact Dallas Voice at 214-754-8710 x110.

Paid advertising copy represents the claim(s) of the
advertiser. Bring inappropriate claims to the attention

of the publisher. Dallas Voice reserves the right to enforce
its own judgments regarding the suitability of advertising
copy, illustrations and/or photographs.

Unsolicited manuscripts are accepted by email only.
To obtain a copy of our guidelines for contributors,
send a request by email to editor@dallasvoice.com.

44 dallasvoice.com 06.28.19

mcommUNITYvoices

Shakin’ it for Pride Month

Gays and rainbow flags are
offensive, but Nazis are OK?

une is
Pride
Month.

And that
means an-

ti-LGBTQ

folks are

losing

their god-

damn

minds. p
I attend- .

ed Motor  NAnne Witkowski

City Pride

in Detroit Creep of the Week

recently with my wife, our son and my
wife’s 69-year-old aunt. It was a family
affair.

There were rainbows galore, men
holding hands with men, women hold-
ing hands with women, transgender and
genderqueer people holding hands with
men or women or with whomever they
wanted — because it’s Pride, and love is
love, damn it!

Oh, and there were Nazis, too, com-
plete with swastikas and guns, because
open carry is legal in Michigan. Yes,
that’s right. In Michigan, an LGBTQ per-
son has no right to be free from discrim-
ination, but a Nazi has a right to carry
guns out in the open. As a state, our pri-
orities are pretty fucked up.

Thankfully, my family didn’t encoun-
ter the Nazis. We were too busy at the
kids” tent learning about fossils from a
man in a lab coat named Dr. Dinosaur.
My son got to hold fossilized dinosaur
poop. Definitely the highlight for him.

The Detroit Police Department got a
lot of criticism for “escorting” the Nazis,
though in their defense their goal was to
keep the Nazis and the Pride celebrants
separate to prevent violence, which they
achieved. Ideally, the police would have
told the Nazis to GTFO, but that’s not
their job because of freedom of speech.

Though I'd like to point out, that
marching with guns and screaming that
LGBTQ people should die is not free
speech, it’s an incitement to violence,
which is not protected by the firstamend-

ment and
should not be
protected by
the police or
any other gov-
ernmental en-
tity. But that’s
not where we
are as a society

yet.
The  Nazis
reportedly

destroyed a

rainbow  flag

while trying to disrupt Motor City Pride.
Thankfully, there were more flags where
that one came from.

Also thankfully, the Trump Adminis-
tration is protecting embassies world-
wide from Nazis ... . Wait, no, I'm sorry.
That’s my mistake. Let’s try this again:
The Trump administration is protecting
embassies worldwide from rainbow
flags.

Under President Obama, U.S. em-
bassies were allowed to officially raise
a rainbow flag during June. Under
Trump they are not. Rainbow flags ar-
en’t banned from embassy premises, but
they are conspicuously absent from the
official flag pole.

And that absence is definitely intend-
ed to send a message. And anti-LGBTQ
Trump supporters and self-proclaimed
Christians are getting that message loud
and clear.

Franklin Graham thanked Trump and
Secretary of State Mike Pompeo “for
making the decision not to fly the gay
flag over our embassies during June in
recognition of gay Pride month. That
is the right decision. The only flag that
should fly over our embassies is the flag
of the United States of America. The
gay Pride flag is offensive to Christians
and millions of people of other faiths,
not only in this country but around the
world. The U.S. flag represents our na-
tion — everyone — regardless of race,
religion or sexual orientation.”

The rainbow flag isn’t offensive to
Christians, but it is offensive for people
to use their religion as a weapon against
people they don't like. So, I can see that
while Graham would be offended, many
LGBTQ and allied people of faith are not

offended by a rainbow flag. They are of-
fended by bigotry though.

“Most people don’t know that these
State Department folks are defying the
president of the United States and fly-
ing the rainbow flag,” right-wing pastor
E.W. Jackson railed against anyone at
the State Department who dare display
a Pride flag, calling the rainbow flag “an
accursed thing.”

He continued, “The rainbow was giv-
en to us by God as a sign that he would
not destroy the earth by water again, and
you're going to appropriate that as pride
in homosexuality? Are you kidding me?
Talk about blasphemy. Talk about arro-
gance. Talk about boldness. Talk about
shaking your fist in God’s face.”

If the music at Pride festivals around
the world is any indication, there’s a lot
more shaking than fists. But I get Jack-
son’s point. Then again, it’s nice to see
that he’s so worried about floods. I'm
sure his sermons on global warming are
lit.

If only the Christian right got as
worked up over Nazis as they do over
LGBTQ people. Imagine a world where
Graham said, “Nazis are offensive to
Christians and millions of people of oth-
er faiths,” or where E.W. Jackson said,
“Talk about shaking your fist in God’s
face,” and he was talking about hateful
Nazis, not about peaceful LGBTQ peo-
ple.

Until then, we’ll keep shaking our fists
— and our asses — and refusing to apol-
ogize for who we are. [

D’Anne Witkowski is a poet, writer and
comedian living in Michigan with her wife
and son. She has been writing about LGBT
politics for over a decade. Follow her on Twit-
ter @MamaD Witkowski.
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The ' ain
connection

How a musical about the murder of a
gay teen gained momentum in Dallas

ARNOLD WAYNE JONES | Executive Editor

jones@dallasvoice.com

LIFE+STYLE

stage

side the sweaty halls of the Booker

T. Washington High School for the
Performing and Visual Arts, and about
50 people have flashed back to their
teen years to find a seat in the black box
theater. Most of them are theaterfolk
— actors, singers, directors, producers
— specially invited by one of their own,
Terry Loftis, for an exclusive event.

The lights dim and a young boy
runs onto the stage to happily don a
pair of kinky boots and sashay around
prodigiously, flamboyantly gay. He
flirts and flits for a few moments, and
is then gunned down in the back of the
head by a classmate. A pop gospel song
plays. And the rest of the story begins.

It will repeat itself the following
night.

These audiences are getting an early
look at a brand-new musical inspired
by the actual, horrific murder of Larry
King, a gay (possibly trans) teen in
California in 2008 called Living Over
the Rainbow, conceived of, written and
composed by a cisgender lesbian life
coach named Roz Esposito with no pri-
or experience as a composer or librettist
for musical theater.

It’s all so unlikely that this pairing of
circumstances would lead this far down
the line. But unlikely things happen all
the time in show business.

I tis a warm spring evening deep in-

and I was with the Groundlings so
I'd written sketches and developed
characters. I've written songs, but never
a musical or a play,” Espositio says. So
yeah — totally new to her, especially at
the level it has gotten to now.
But it’s not as if she had a choice — at
least in her mind.
“In 2008, I picked up the paper
and saw a picture of Larry, and it just
jumped off the page at me. I was com-
pletely taken with him.” Initially, she
and a friend made a short documentary
film about the killing. But that wasn’t
enough.
“I'm very spiritual. I kept thinking
‘What does the soul have to do to move

Istarted college as a theater actor,

After Terry Loftis, standing, read ‘Living Over
the Rainbow,’ he reached out to author Roz
Esposito, seated, about getting the musical
ready for Broadway. (Photo by Arnold Wayne
Jones)




on?’ This [story] was touching on every-
thing that was important to me: LGBT,
human rights, forgiveness, spirituality.
The universe tapped me on the shoul-
der and said “This is a musical.”

heater — good theater — doesn’t
I just happen. Sure, you can throw

on a cape, stand on a stage in
your backyard and invite your friends
over to watch you improvise, but the
world of professional musicals is far
more complicated. It starts, of course,
with an idea, a script, a score. Then
someone with money needs to show an
interest. There are rewrites and sugges-
tions and feedback. But it’s all still just
words and notes on a page until some-
one ponies up some cash to get actors
to bring life to the characters, musicians
to play those notes, a director to work
out the mechanics and ultimately an
audience to absorb it.

What's taking place at Booker T. those
nights in April is one of the necessary
steps in that process called “mounting
a workshop.” This seemingly im-
promptu guerilla production actually
cost thousands of dollars to put up
and employed dozens of experienced
professionals to make happen, even for
just two nights in front of non-paying
customers.

It's common in professional theater,
but perhaps less expected on this scale
done independently in Dallas. That is,
until we had our own Tony-nominated
Broadway producer in town to get the
job done.

oftis came by his producer title
I unexpectedly. Barely four years

ago, he was just a man with a
passion for the arts. A singer and patron
of live performances, he had raised
money for causes for much of his adult
life. But when he was asked by a friend
to put together investors for the new
Kander and Ebb musical headed for
Broadway, he agreed ... despite his lack
of experience as a New York theater
producer. His efforts landed him a
co-producer credit on The Visit with Chi-
ta Rivera and Roger Rees; within a few
months, when the list of Tony nominees
for best musical was announced, Loftis’
name was read out. (The Visit lost to the
team from Fun Home.)

Rather than being a one-off expe-
rience, Loftis was smitten with the
process. Two years later, he was back
on Broadway with the original musi-
cal Bandstand; now, he’s an outright
impresario, serving as vice president

of investor development for the Broad-
way Strategic Return Fund, which has
had a hand in lining up investors for
Broadway productions like The Cher
Show, Pretty Woman The Musical and
Hadestown — big, splashy tentpoles all.

But Loftis maintains a personal inter-
est in smaller, more intimate works as
well. Which is what drew him initially
to Living Over the Rainbow. (He’s work-
ing on this independent from his day
job as the interim lead producer.)

He happened upon the scriptin a
way that almost seems like a Holly-
wood cliche.

“I got the book through Mel England,
an actor in L.A. and New York who
knew Roz. I was staying with [Mel] in
New York, and he slipped [the script]
into my bag,” Loftis says. He discovered
it in the airport. “I read it on the flight
back to Dallas, and before I had listened
to any of the demos of the score, the
story kind of shook me. I could relate
to that character — I went through the
verbal and physical bullying. [Reading
it brought] this huge influx of emotions
and identity and not having anyone to
talk to. That whole connection of me
being gay in an all-black neighborhood
where everything I had experienced in
middle school would escalate. But I had
a shitty time in school — this poor kid
lost his life for just being who he was.”

It took a few months before Loftis
and Esposito could meet in person,
but when they did, the connection was
made.

“We immediately bonded and fell
in love with each other,” Loftis says of
Esposito, a wild-maned redhead. Loftis
gave her his notes about the script
and the score; they decided amongst
themselves that it would be important
for the director to be gay or lesbian or
have some personal familiarity with
queer subject matter. Loftis reached out
to friends and mentors in the New York
theater scene.

All of this “takes place really quick
— they will say ‘I've got four people
you have to talk to about this,” and you
call them,” he says. He selected a music
director; he began to assemble a cast,
especially the leading role.

This was in early 2017; by the summer
of 2018, Loftis had signed Uptown Play-
ers as a co-sponsors of the project.

“We looked at the script, and it fit our
mission really well,” says Craig Lynch,
who with Jeff Rane founded Uptown
Players. “For me it was the message of
bullying and forgiveness [that resonat-
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Dallas’ campiest new food truck blends
healthy eating with a dash of queer sass

f necessity is the mother of invention, hunger is
the mother of food trucks.
That’s how it worked out, at least, for Marisa
Diotalevi.

About a year ago, her teenaged daughter was
pecking for a snack. What to eat? Tacos? Sandwich-
es? Funnel cake? Everything, it seemed, was fried
or fattening or at least not the healthy snack every
mom hopes to give her kid. Mom suggested fruit.

Great idea, her daughter agreed — but from
where?

And almost like that, Diotalevi became a mother
for a second time.

She saw an opening in the market for healthy,
delicious and reasonably-priced snacks, and a food
truck seemed like the perfect to bring her idea to the
people.

The Fruit Bowl, which has driven the byways of
North Texas since March, serves a choice of season-
al three fruits — strawberry, mango, kiwi, banana
and a host more — in three sized bowls, plus offers
optional add-ons like yogurt and complimentary
toppings like chocolate sauce or honey. (Hey, it’s
fruit — it can still be healthy with chocolate!). But
perhaps nothing sets it apart more than Diotalevi
herself.

A comedian and actor of long-standing in North
Texas, she’s known for her wit and wackiness,
which she imbues in the truck: It's decorated in
Day-Glo orange, plastered with Diotalevi’s face,
festooned with a Carmen Miranda-esque fruit
headdress. She wears a kitschy apron when serving
customers. No truck has ever looked gayer... or
more inviting.

Hey, if there’s one thing the LGBTQ community
knows about, it’s how to camp it up. And fruits for
the fruit? Well, that was basically a no-brainer. [}

— Arnold Wayne Jones

Follow The Fruit Bowl @rolloutthefruit.

50 dallasvoice.com 06.29.19



L+S | screen

Ina

we

A winning ‘Yesterday,” a nasty ‘Midsommar’ and

Spidey ‘Far from Home’
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ARNOLD WAYNE JONES | Executive Editor

jones@dallasvoice.com

ne of the joyous dividends of
ORocketmzm is how it reminded

us of the breadth of great music
Elton John produced merely by running
through his catalogue (and only about
half of that). Yesterday — the wonder-
fully joyous valentine to Britpop from
director Danny Boyle and screenwriter
Richard Curtis — accomplishes a sim-
ilar feat with the songs of The Beatles,
only without the constraints of the
biopic format.

That’s because Yesterday isn’t about
The Fab Four themselves, but the
wonder that is their output — the best
pop songs ever produced by a single
band (which they did over the course of
six years). The plot posits the question
of whether true genius transcends an
era — is a great work of art great, even
if we attribute it to someone else half a
century later?

That'’s the dilemma faced by Jack
Malik (Himesh Patel), a struggling sing-
er-songwriter in England. His friend
and manager Ellie (Lily James) is about
his only fan, and he determines to quit
his dream and settle into a boring life
of teaching. Then something supernat-
ural happens — a worldwide blackout,
where the planet goes entirely dark for
12 seconds, during which time Jack is
struck by a bus. When he awakes, he
realizes he’s the only man alive who
remembers the songs of John, Paul,
George and Ringo: “Hard Day’s Night,”
“When I'm 64,” “Let It Be” ... they don't
exist on Earth 2.0 unless Jack makes

With Himesh Patel in the lead, ‘Yesterday’ could just as easily be called ‘A Star is Born.’
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them exist.

And he does. And people love them.
And he begins to wonder who he really
is — a great artist, or a hack plagiarist.

Yesterday is an amazingly wonderful
jukebox musical that undermines the
very precepts of what we think of a
musical being — not about the creative
process, or the use of songs as expo-
sition, but something more meta: Can
some unknown guy produce the great
pop album of all time merely by recall-
ing those who actually did it first?

The film benefits immeasurably from
the presence of Patel who, despite
jokes about his appearance and lack
of charisma, radiates likeable charm
and even a self-deprecating sex appeal.
He also sings the hell out of the songs.
Lily James has her best role yet as his
devoted but conflicted manager who
also longs to be considered a serious
romantic object. Joel Fry score all the ex-
tra points as Rocky, Jack’s stoner friend
and loveable loser (think Rhys Ifyans in
Notting Hill... not coincidentally, also
written by Curtis). The one false note
in the cast is Kate McKinnon, who —
despite being razor sharp — feels like a
character from a different movie. She’s
the lone American in the principal cast,
and she projects an appalling America-
ness, but the way everyone else relates
to her doesn’t ring true.

The denouement also doesn’t quite
work for me (happily, it doesn’t follow
the it-was-all-a-dream arc), but I defy
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you not to choke up at key moments in
the last 20 minutes. Yesterday somehow
taps into our musical Zeitgeist and re-
mind us how culture binds us together
more than it tears us apart. It’s a sober-
ing message in the Trump era.

Now playing.

Writer-director Ari Aster’s feature
debut last year, Hereditary, was an
unexpected masterpiece of uneasy
dread. Aster began his story with a
family tragedy — the death of a parent
— and without relying on the tropes
of most horror films, he slowly, unre-
lentingly drew out the misery and the
mystery: Was the heroine going crazy?
Was her son? The Act 1 twist (another

THE QUEERING OF HORROR

sudden death, for which the audience is
completely unprepared) seemed to alter
the syntax of the story we were antici-
pating. By the time of the resolution, the
slow-burn had become a conflagration.
We, like the proverbial frog in a pot of
boiling water, had unwittingly allowed
ourselves to be swallowed alive by the
filmmaker’s emotional mind-fuck. Like
a great magician, he told us what was
coming, but still managed to surprise
us.

It’s from that standpoint that I went
into Midsommar, Aster’s follow-up,
willingly denying myself any context. I
wanted him to lead me down the prim-
rose path again and pull my footing
from under me. There’s a primrose path

The horror genre has been gaining in legitimacy for decades, but has really explod-
ed in recent years, making genuine inroads into the public consciousness, often by
overlaying a horror element to serious social issues. Black Lives Matter, mental illness
and people with disabilities have worked their way into plots of Get Out, Hereditary and A
Quiet Place. And one local production company seeks to expand that scope even further.

Producers Brock Cravy and Deiadra Armstrong have just announced the formation of
a Dallas-based studio named The Contested Edge, with the commitment to producing
horror, fantasy and sci-fi films that embrace queer characters and storylines.

“Being gay isn’t as taboo as it once was, except when it comes to writing gay charac-
ters,” Cravy explains when announcing the production house’s launch. The Contested
Edge hopes to steer clear of the stereotypes gay characters are often relegated to in
genre pictures: flamboyant queens, flirtatious friends hitting on straight men, brooding
dark souls. “We want to demonstrate that you can have characters who are gay without
this one trait defining their entire storyline,” he says.

Their first film, the short Momma — which Cravy describes as “a dystopian neo West-
ern horror” — will drop in the fall, featuring a black trans hustler, followed by the devel-
opment of a queer zombie picture. “What’s really exciting about Momma is the crew. We
put lesbians and women of color in positions of leadership and creative spaces. | have
never worked with such a diverse cast and crew.”

— Arnold Wayne Jones

Learn more about them at ContestedEdge.com.




here, all right, but one lined with thorns
and annoying mosquitoes. Rather than
rediscover the language of horror, he
seems enslaved to its tropes.

It doesn’t start out that way. The first
10 minutes represent a devastatingly
smart short: Dani (Florence Pug), a
high-strung college student, gets an
upsetting email from her sister that sets
her on edge. She calls her boyfriend
Christian (Jack Reynor), who is over
her family histrionics, for comfort. But
his platitudes prove false — the news
is bad... worse, in fact, than you can
imagine.

Dani spirals into a depression as
Christian — egged on by his bro-ey
classmates — considers dumping her.
Instead, he guiltily invites Dani to join
them on their summer jaunt to Swe-
den, presumably to allow buddy Pelle
(Vilhelm Blomgren) to visit his remote
village and for studious Josh (William
Jackson Harper) to research his thesis,
but also to whore around Europe. But
Pelle’s home, despite its bucolic, com-

munal placidity, exudes impending evil.

The main problem is, that brooding
threat kicks in about 20 minutes in,
and there are more than two hours to
go. Aster doesn’t dole out the terror

in teaspoons, but catapults his themes
from far off. You get a definite Wicker
Man vibe (informed by Get Out) even
before they arrive in the village, and —
spoiler alert — that’s exactly what you
get at the end. No real suspense, no real
insight, tons and tone of needless gore.
(The gruesomeness of Hereditary was
shocking but minimal; here, it’s scatter-
ing like seed on a field.)

There are nods as well to Sweeney
Todd, Shirley Jackson’s The Lottery, Se7en
and many other (oc)cult precursors. But
unlike, say, Suspiria, which burrows un-
der your skin with artsy manipulation,
Midsommar merely withholds informa-
tion that any normal character would
inquire about in order to startle you,
and it does so with sluggish pacing. In
the end, it all feels pretty anti-feminist,
the manifestation of a male ego bruised
by a woman. Aster’s not only experienc-
es the notorious sophomore curse, he’s
sophomoric getting there.

Opens July 3.

It follows logically that the first Mar-
vel entry after the events of Avengers:
Endgame — wherein we suffered (spoil-
er!) the death of Tony Stark — would fo-
cus on Tony’s lap-doggy protégé, Peter

A cult lures strangers into its fold in Ari Aster’s unpleasant ‘Midsommar,” opposite; above,

Spidey swings through London.

Parker aka Spider-Man (Tom Holland)
coming to terms with his grief. Spidey
has always been the most hormonally
convoluted of Marvel’s superheroes
— adenoidal, goofy, stupidly fearless
but also kick-ass. But he feels emotions
like a teen, as well; a sixth sense can’t
replace experience and perspective.
That’s already a lot to digest, but the
filmmakers also took this opportunity to
introduce fan-fave villain Mysterio (Jake
Gyllenhaal) into the mix, potentially
overloading Peter (and us) with a surfeit
of expectation.

The result? Almost nothing. Spi-

der-Man: Far from Home offers no
emotional resonance (he’s more interest-
ed in banging M] than coping with his
loss), the jokes fall flat (I cracked a smile
maybe twice) and the actors seem as
embarrassed by it all as we do (Gyllen-
haal and Samuel L. Jackson are measur-
ably terrible). Coming on the heels of
probably the best-ever superhero film
(and the astonishing appeal of the ani-
mated Into the Spider-Verse), this poorly
written and dull movie is the worst yet
in the MCU by far. [
Opens July 2.
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Newcomer Murray Bartlett
and veteran Laura Linney take
up residency (again) on
Barbary Lane

recent internet meme featured
Harry Potter author J.K. Rowl-
ing bemoaning the difficulty
of killing off so many characters, while
Game of Thrones series author George
R.R. Martin calling her “adorable” in
response.
Gay writer Armistead Maupin has
a lot in common with both Rowling
and Martin. All are authors of popu-
lar book series with many twists and
turns (in Maupin’s case, it’s the beloved
queer Tales of The City, which he began
in 1978 and concluded in 2014). They
populate their books with a wide assort-
ment of characters, some loveable and
some despicable... and many killed-off
characters. And all three have made the
leap from the page to the screen.
In that regard, Maupin’s journey is
more circuitous. Unlike the efficiency
of the Potter and Thrones sagas, Tales of
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the City launched in 1993 on PBS, got
revived for two stints on Showtime in
1998 and 2001, and finally hit series No.
4 this month with the latest Tales. All
three have starred Olympia Dukakis
as Anna Madrigal, the legendary trans
landlord of 28 Barbary Lane, and Laura
Linney as Mary Ann Singleton, the
naive young woman from Ohio who
was forever changed when she relocated
to San Francisco. New to this incarna-
tion is handsome, out Australian ac-
tor Murray Bartlett as Michael “Mouse”
Tolliver, the third actor to assume the
role. We spoke to Linney and Bartlett
about their difference experiences on the
show, and what Tales has meant to them
as participant and viewer.

— Chris Azzopardi and Gregg Shapiro

Dallas Voice: Laura, when did you first be-
come aware that, with Tales, you were
part of something that was so deeply
affecting to members of the LGBTQ
community? Laura Linney: Well, I'm glad
| didn’t know when the project first came
to me. I’'m really glad | didn’t understand
how broad the reach and how deep the

oﬁ;
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reach was of Armistead’s work. I’'m sure

it would’ve completely intimidated me

— and I’m sure | wouldn’t have handled

it terribly well — so I’'m glad that | was
somewhat ignorant when | first started to
make the series. But it became very clear
to me shortly after we finished just how
loved these stories are, and the more | got
to understand and know Armistead, the
more | understood that phenomenon. He’s
truly a great man.

How did you know that the show had
this weight? Linney: | just noticed that
everyone was very happy to see me all of
a sudden! Honestly, | would walk down
the street and people would just be very
happy and it was really wonderful. It’s
been a real joy.

Did it feel daring to you at the time?
Linney: Not to me! | think it was daring to
other people, but not to me. To me it just
felt like family and home.

It sounds like you had exposure to the
community at a very young age, even
before Tales. Linney: | did, through the
kind, wonderful people | grew up around.
| think just people who | loved and loved
me, and | never even realized that there
was a discriminatory land out there until |
realized that there really was.
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Tales of the City has made you a bit of a
gay icon, hasn’t it? Linney: | wouldn’t
say full-blown icon. Like, mini. I’'m sort of
like a mini icon.

A half Cher? Linney: A quarter Cher, may-

be. Not even. A fifth Cher. Cher is a big
deal! But it’s something I’'m so proud of,
and it’s really just a tremendous gift.

Murray, what was it about the character
of Mouse that made you want to por-
tray him? Murray Bartlett: | love the Tales
of the City books. | have a huge affection
for all of the characters, including Michael,
from the '90s. | guess what | love about
him, particularly now, is that he has been
through a lot. He went through the AIDS
crisis and thought he was going to die and
lost a lot of the people that he loved. He
faced his own mortality. He went through
a hugely challenging and transformative
time and he’s managed to keep this beau-
tiful kind of buoyant spirit that he has,
this boyish spirit. | really love that about
him. It’s difficult to do that. | think a lot of
people become cynical and jaded. He’s
definitely come through a little damaged
[laughs] and he’s definitely got some bag-
gage but that buoyant spirit is still intact,
and | really love that.

What were the challenges and rewards



of stepping into the role played by two
other actors in previous iterations of
the series? Bartlett: | didn’t really think
about that too much. Before we started,

| went back and read all of the books. |
tried to let Mouse jump off the page. Let
Armistead give me Mouse through the
books. | think maybe one of the reasons

| didn’t give it much thought is that two
decades have gone in between. A lot has
happened. Mouse still has the same spirit,
he’s still essentially the same guy, but
he’s transformed in terms of all the stuff
he’s gone through. | felt like, as happens
after a couple of decades, you are a kind
of reformed character in a lot of ways. |
felt like I didn’t have to be too concerned
about what had come before and just go
back to the books and get the essence of
him and run with it.

What does being part of such a beloved
series, including both the previous TV
productions on PBS and Showtime,
mean to you? Bartlett: It’s been beloved
to me [laughs]. | have such a personal
connection to it. | think for many of us
that saw it in the beginning, or came
to the books in the '70s, ’80s, '90s and
beyond, is that they really struck a chord
that wasn’t being struck. These LGBTQ
characters finding family and living a
wonderful, joyful life, with all the trials and
tribulations of their everyday lives. Fully
fleshed out, real characters that were ex-
periencing joy and pain. A trans character,
like Anna Madrigal, that was not a tragic
figure. She’s a wise, benevolent, com-
passionate, wonderful inspiring woman.
| think it was groundbreaking at the time,
and | think it’s still groundbreaking in
that we’re still kind of at the beginning of
LGBTQ representation on television and
on film. Being part of that wave and being
part of this beautiful world that Armistead
created that is so compassionate and
human and full of love; | feel like we need
more of that in the world always, and es-
pecially now. It feels like such a privilege

to be part of that.

When you drive up to 28 Barbary Lane

again during the revival’s premiere ep-
isode, you enter it almost like Dorothy
enters Oz. During that shoot what were
you feeling? Linney: Oh, you know, it
was just great fun and you’re thrown back
to 25 years ago. You realize how much is
the same and how much is different, how
much you were the same and how much
you’ve changed.

What’s your best behind-the-scenes story

from the revival? Linney: You know, it’'s
just people. It’s about being able to do
this work with people who | have such

a long connection with. It’s being able

to giggle with Armistead looking at the
monitor and watching it come back to

life again. It’s about being with Olympia,
who is 88 years old and remarkable.

And then it’s about Paul Gross [portray-
ing Brian Hawkins, Mary Ann’s ex] and
Barbara Garrick [WASP socialite DeDe
Halcyon Day], and it’s also about this
wonderful younger generation of people
for whom the series is really for now.

You know, there’s this sense of passing
the baton onto a younger, and in some
ways very much more evolved, group of
LGBTQ people and a community that has
expanded in a way that did not exist when
we did the first series.

Murray, as a newcomer, what was it like

to work with Laura Linney and Olym-
pia Dukakis? Bartlett: Just, you know,
magical. Complete joy and very surreal.
Especially initially, because, | think I’d
seen Olympia in things before, particular-
ly Moonstruck. But | don’t think I’d seen
Laura before | watched Tales of the City.
| have a strong association with those
women and those characters in Tales

of the City, so it was very surreal being
onset the first few times with them. They
are those characters to me. | was a little
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ed]. And Roz’s music was also snaz-
zy and catchy. It was something we
decided we could invest in and get on
the ground with [a New York-bound]
production.” They helped finance a
basic reading in July of 2018 in Irvine,
Calif. After that is when the real work
began.

there. She speaks in the free-spirit-

ed, bohemian style of a flower child.
She doesn’t write her music, she down-
loads it, as if tapping into the energy
of the cosmos. From the initial idea in
2008, it took her until about 2015 before
she was willing to show her work, even
to friends.

“The first reading I ever did was with
about 15 invited people in a friend’s
living room,” she recalls. “Ten minutes
into it, I wanted to slit my wrists. Then
a few years later, when more music was
written, we did it in front of about 30
people, and it was beginning to fit into
place. People were over the moon about
it.”

That’s around the time her friend Mel
England mentioned he had connections
in New York theater and would be
willing to slip a copy to his friend Terry
Loftis.

ine months after the first read-
ing, Loftis has raised money
from investors to help finance

the Dallas workshop (even so, he self-fi-
nanced about two-thirds of the expens-
es). The original director was dropped,
and seven days before that first perfor-
mance, Loftis brought in Terry Martin,
former artistic director of WaterTower
Theatre, to take over. And even in front
of small, invited audiences, the tension
is high.

“The show goes up, and it’s outside
you,” Esposito says. “We had two
weeks [to get the workshop mounted]
— we’d work on the script during the
day and with the actors at night. There
was a stage manager — a real stage
manager! This is what a production
Off-Broadway is like.”

“Opening night of a workshop, it is
probably 60 percent butterflies in antic-
ipation and 40 percent ‘holy shit, what
the hell am I doing?’” Loftis says. “As a
producer, you have to buy into the vi-
sion of this hippie first-time playwright
and she has to buy into me as someone
who, despite New York experience,
has never produced something from
its infancy. Fear comes into it — in fact,

I t took Esposito a long time to get

Dylan Mulvaney plays the murdered teen in
the workshop mounted in Dallas this spring.
(Photo by Arnold Wayne Jones)

the fear aspect is the same as opening
night of a Broadway show. Until you're
actually watching the audience, seeing
if they are clicking with the beats of the
story, it’s a nightmare.”

The first night was a success; the sec-
ond made Loftis more nervous.

“The audiences were completely dif-
ferent,” he recalls. “The first night, the
cast was in synch as was the audience,
but the second night, while the audience
was bigger, there were some moments
that didn’t happen. I think we didn’t
pull off two specific scenes. Even so, the
feedback was incredible ... and incredi-
bly valuable.”

The next day, Loftis held a confer-
ence call with the principals (Espositio,
Martin, the music director, Jeff Rane
from Uptown Players) and “we ripped
it apart, scene by scene, and collectively
made recommendations about chang-
es.” Was it content or the actors per-
forming it that wasn’t working? What
was best? Worst? “That’s a grueling,
painful process. There were changes
to the book, some to the score — for
example, we felt the angels had too
much going on musically, so we turned
the focus to Larry and [his tormentor]
Brian and cut two of the angels” songs.
The next version will have a lot more
emphasis on the background of the
main characters: how did Brian get to be
violent, how did Larry get kicked out of
his home for coming out?”

“I've been through it, man — I've
been rejected [in my career], but I'm
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Wardrobe

‘malfunction§

Stylist finds passion in
working with trans women
to find the right fit

lothes can easily be taken for
‘ granted: A cisgender man but-
tons up his shirt before work. A
cis woman puts on her slingbacks before
a night out. Clothes are comfortable and
also reflect who we are — preppy, curvy,
slender, conservative, whatever. When
something doesn’t fit right, we pick the
next size or buy a new article.
For a trans man or woman, those
options are quite different... and it’s not
always about the fit or style. Lyndsey

06.28.19
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Duff discovered that there are no clear
guidelines for the trans community
when it comes to finding the right
garment, so she’s trying to do her part
to help.

“I realized it was something that
wasn’t being represented in the fashion
community or in any influencer com-
munity. Everyone may be inclusive but
they aren’t talking about it,” says the
28-year-old.

Meaning that shops and clothing
lines may be supportive of the LGBTQ
community with rainbow collections or
reassuring Instagram posts but aren’t
doing much more beyond that. Address-
ing transgender wardrobe issues was
something Duff never found — and she
should know.

Duff is a stylist at Nord-
strom at NorthPark Center,
helping shoppers select
just the right pieces that are
stylish, comfortable and cut
perfectly to fit. But it was
a customer interaction in
Austin prior to moving to
North Texas that changed
everything for her.

“There was a situation
where a mom had called
for her daughter who was
transitioning,” Duff says. “It
turned out to be a really in-
tense experience helping this
trans woman find clothes
who represented who she
is. I saw her mom get so
vulnerable in her reaction to
seeing their child be happy. I
fell in love with that.”

Duff found purpose that
day and hopes to continue
that here in Dallas. She’s
discovered the layers that
can go into the shopping
experience for a transgender
person.

“There are no guidelines.
Going from one body struc-
ture to another and trying to

LIFE+STYLE
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Stylist Lyndsey Duff, above, is passionate about helping everyone, including in the trans commu-
nity, look their best; left, Eva, one of Duff’s trans clients.

find who teaches that is difficult,” she
says. “And on top of that, some people
may feel unsafe shopping for clothes. I
can’t even imagine going through that.”

So Duff invites shoppers to stop in to
see her. She’s primarily worked with
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A Stonewall
50 soundtrack

10 albums from artists
made possible by kicking
open the closet door

ooking for just the right
I soundtrack for your observance
of the 50th anniversary of the
Stonewall Riots? Consider any or all of
the following albums by LGBTQ artists
to provide the music for your queer
ears.

If you only know punk belter Tyson
Meade from his time as front-man of the
purr-fect '90s alt-rock band Chainsaw
Kittens, then you only know part of the
story. Meade’s four solo albums, be-
ginning with 1996’s Motorcycle Child-
hood are all worthy of your attention.
His amazing new release Robbing the
Nuclear Family (Shaking Shanghai),
with an incredible cover image that
must be seen, has all the components
we’ve come to expect from Meade and
then some. “He’s the Candy” (from
which the album’s title is drawn) will
kick your sweet ass into next week. The
daring musical diversion of “Tentatively
Ahmed” pays off in a big way, lifting
listeners out of their seats onto their
already dancing feet. “Tiniest of Guys
(Troy’s Theme)” lightens the mood in
every way imaginable, while “Daphne
Come Out” takes a more serious tone
and “Motorcycle Boy #3” will rev more
than a few listeners’ engines.

Jonny Pierce of The Drums has come
a long way since 2005. At that time,
he was a member of the short-lived
electro-pop act Elkland, releasing one
album on Columbia Records. A few

years later, Pierce and other Elkland
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members regrouped as The Drums. Bru-
talism (Anti-), the fifth full-length album
under The Drums moniker, finds Pierce
on his own. The nine songs maintain
The Drums’ love of synth-beats and
keyboards, and the bliss feels gayer and
more intimate than ever, even in the face
of struggle. Whether or not you choose
to pay close attention to his lyrics
(which you should), Pierce still wants
you up and dancing on songs such as
“Body Chemistry,” “Pretty Cloud,”
“Blip of Joy” and “626 Bedford Ave-
nue.” Pierce also allows you a chance to
catch your breath on “Nervous” and “I
Wanna Go Back.”

In 2016, after completing and re-
leasing the final part to the ambitious
and taxing three-album The Family
Tree song cycle, gay singer/songwriter
Ben Cooper (of Electric President fame),
aka Radical Face, busied himself with
various projects, including a relocation
from Florida to California and going
into therapy. The result is the new
Radical Face album Therapy (Bear Ma-
chine), featuring exciting new musical
arrangement experimentation. This is
best exemplified in the stunning songs
“Better Days,” “Guilt” and “Doubt.” Be
forewarned, this is not an easy listen.
Essentially a musical psychotherapy
session, as in the case of the powerful
“Personal Giants” and “Dead Ends;”
nevertheless, you can feel the healing
beginning.

When out singer/songwriter John
Ashfield isn’t releasing solo records
(check out 2007’s Love Is Blue), he’s
busy fronting San Francisco’s The
Bobbleheads. The quartet’s new
album Myths and Fables (Poppop) is
significant in that it’s the first time that
the entire band lineup consists of gay
members, including Pat Ennis on bass,
Rob Harford on guitar and vocals, and
Rob Jacobs on drums and percussion.
The electric rock of “Until You Touch
It” would fit in well on the latest Bob
Mould album Sunshine Rock. Oth-
er highlights include “Anne Murray
Centre,” and the chewy bubblegum pop
of “Listen You Know,” “Like Oxygen,”
“Afternoon” and “Joey.”
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Thomas Lauderdale, above, founder of Pink Martini; left, the daring cover or ‘Robbing the Nucle-
ar Family;’ below, Max Von Essen’s CD of B’'way standards; opposite, the artist currently known

as Chris

All-female supergroup trios are all
the rage. Have you heard the albums
by case/lang/veirs (Neko Case, k.d.
lang and Laura Veirs), Pistol Annies
(Miranda Lambert, Ashley Monroe and
Angaleena Presley) or I'm With Her
(Sara Watkins, Sarah Jarosz and Aoife
O’Donovan)? If not, you should. You
also can’t go wrong with the 2/3 queer
trio boygenius (Lucy Dacus, Julien Bak-
er and Phoebe Bridgers) and its self-ti-
tled six-song EP (on Matador), it either.
In fact, the only thing wrong with is that
there simply isn’t enough of it. It’s the
very embodiment of “always leave them
wanting more.” With these few songs,
it’s difficult to pick favorites, so let’s just
say that you should listen to “Bite the
Hand,” “Me & My Dog,” “Souvenir,”
“Stay Down,” “Salt in the Wound” and
“Ketchum, ID” repeatedly, because too
much of a good thing is never enough.

For those who have been uncom-

plainingly awaiting the day that out
Broadway singer/actor Max Von

Essen released his debut album, your
patience has been rewarded. Call Me Old
Fashioned o The Broadway Standard (LML
Music), co-produced by Von Essen and
Billy Stritch (who also plays piano on
the album), is here! Drawing on jukebox
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io-musicals such as Jersey Boys and The
Boy from Oz, as well as more traditional
fare including Evita, My Fair Lady, She
Loves Me and An American in Paris, Von
Essen succeeds in making each and
every one of the songs his own.

Thomas Lauderdale has gallons of
talent. Not limiting himself to his role
as leader of and primary songwriter
of original material for Pink Marti-
ni, openly-gay Lauderdale has also
made a name for himself through his
collaborations with others, including
gay writer Tom Spanbauer. On Hotel
Amour (Heinz), Lauderdale teams up
international cabaret chanteuse Meow
Meow for a set of intercontinental
tunes. Upping the queer quotient, Rufus
Wainwright provides duet vocals on
“A quoi ca sert 'amour,” while other
musical guests can be heard on “Hi-Lili,
Hi-Lo” (The von Trapps), “Sans Toi”
(the late Michel Legrand) and “Mau-
si, stifs warst Du heute Nacht” (Barry
Humphries).

Pansexual freakpop diva Héloise
Létissier sure took her time releasing the
second Christine and the Queens al-
bum Chris (Because Music), but after
one listen, you'll agree that it was worth

the three-plus-year
wait. Working her Fren-
glish vibe to its most
exotic yet accessible de-
gree, Létissier borrows
liberally from the 1980s,
synthesizing it through
an exciting 21st century
lens. You'll want to slip
on your dancing shoes
for songs such as the
religious experience of
“Doesn’t Matter,” the
tush-shaking touché of
“Girlfriend,” the come-
on of “Comme Si,” the
frustration of “Damn
(What Must a Woman
Do)”and the affordable
thrill of “5 Dollars.”

In the liner notes
for This World Is Too
____ For You (Thesis
& Instinct), lesbi-
an polymath Emily
Wells wrote, “These
songs are about the hu-
man being interacting
with the natural world.”
A queer musical state-
ment on the climate cri-
sis, the 10 tracks balance
experimentation with
accessibility. Even if this
is not usually your cup
of herbal tea, it’s well worth drinking in
“Hymn for the New World,” “Eulogy
for the Lucky,” “Stay Up,” “Misconcep-
tions on Forever” and “Remind Me to
Remember.”

Here’s something on which many
LGBTQ people can probably agree; Scis-
sor Sisters” should have been bigger
than they were. Led by sizzling hot,
ex-go-go boy Jake Shears, Scissor Sisters
cutting edge approach to queer dance
pop was as refreshing as it was razor
sharp on its eponymous 2004 debut
album, newly-reissued as a half-mas-
tered vinyl LP (complete with Abbey
Road Studios certificate). Far from being
one-trick-ponies, Scissor Sisters turned
Pink Floyd’s “Comfortably Numb”
into a certified dance anthem, added
extra glitter to glam on the anti-drug
“Return to Oz,” added “Filthy /Gor-
geous” to the lexicon, and ultimately
did Elton John better than Elton himself
on originals including “Mary,” “Take
Your Mama,” “Music Is the Victim” and
“Better Luck.” If there is any justice in
the world, a Scissor Sisters revival is just
around the corner. [}

— Gregg Shapiro
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New books examine 50
years of queer history
from varying perspectives

ifty years ago, it was a busy sum-
F mer. Nationally, everyone was

glued to their TVs to watch men
walk on the moon. Woodstock called
to every hippie here, there and abroad.
Charles Manson terrified Californians.
And gay and lesbian folks watched
closely as a little bar in Greenwich Vil-
lage became a flash-point for rights.

If you are over age 60, you might
have memories of the Stonewall Riots —
vivid ones that may have become gauzy,
or sketchy ones, perhaps, from the
viewpoint of a child. If you're younger,
the Stonewall Riots are undoubtedly
just a story to you and there’s a lot for
you to learn.

To mark the anniversary of this event
that altered so many lives, look for these
new books.

The Stonewall Riots: Coming Out in
the Streets by Gayle E. Pitman (Abrams
Books for Young Readers 2019) $18;
208 pp.

Ancient statues and classic paintings
can tell you a lot about what people
did long ago, and what they thought
about, worshipped or just plain liked
doing. But the same goes for more
modern items, although some accounts
get “complicated — especially if that
story differs depending on who tells
it,” writes Gayle Pitman, author of The
Stonewall Riots. That’s what happened

— at least partly — in the tale of gay
liberation: few records were kept, main-
stream newspapers were mostly silent
and key players died without memori-
alizing their experiences. Even so, there
are enough objects to tell a story.

Pitman begins with a basic history
of Greenwich Village in New York City
and the Jefferson Livery Stable, which
housed horses long before it became
Bonnie’s Stonewall Inn (eventually
dropping the Bonnie’s). There’s a
possibility, writes Pitman, that the word
“Stonewall” might have been “a coded
welcome message to lesbians.”

Back then, being queer meant almost
certain persecution until a gay man
named Harry Hay and three of his
friends figured out that the best way
to work against discrimination was to
organize. They started the Mattachine
Society in 1950, and Pitman includes
a photo of one of their early meetings.
Five years later, Del Martin and Phyllis
Lyon started the Daughters of Bilitis, an
organization for lesbians.

And yet, the discrimination contin-
ued; by 1966, “resistance was in the air.”
African Americans had been fighting
for civil rights for quite some time,
and antiwar protests were just starting
to coalesce. Small uprisings had been
staged on behalf of LGBT people in
California, while in New York, LGBTQ
individuals were getting pretty tired of
police harassment, Mafia shake-downs
and raids on their hangouts, until on
June 28, 1969, their simmering anger
boiled over.

Do 10-year-olds have difficulty grasp-



ing happenings in their great-grand-
parents’ day? If so, parents will be

glad that The Stonewall Riot is written
in the way that it is. Using everything
from photographs, matchbook covers,
clothing and other ephemera, Pitman
makes gay history relatable for its
intended (young) audience because
kids are big on keeping mementos and
special objects. Through the stories of
selected items, Pitman explains the
events surrounding the night of the riot
and she draws a few threads between
then and now, but she’s careful not

to be too hasty in filling in historical
blanks. Those unknowns serve to leave
kids hanging a bit, and they heighten
the excitement and outrage of what
happened.

Indecent Advances: A Hidden History
of True Crime and Prejudice Before
Stonewall by James Polchin (Counter-
point Press 2019) $26; 256 pp.

Beginning in the years before the
Stonewall Riots, Indecent Advances
takes a look at the crimes committed
against gay men, long before equality
and rights were a notion, let alone even
being on the table.

Murder, of course, lines the pages of
this book but you’ll also read stories
of harassment, assault and minor
crimes that were embellished so that
they could be charged as more serious.
Polchin also looks at how criminal
acts committed by and aimed at LGBT
people came under controversy when
attention was paid to one minority
group’s safety, and not to that of anoth-
er group. This, the embedded presence
of many (in)famous criminals, and
other stories lightly linked to Stonewall
make it a unique and interesting book.

The Stonewall Riots, edited by Marc
Stein (New York University Press 2019)
$35; 341 pp.

Because memories fade, opinions
differ and people die, this book is a
valuable resource to have. Editor Marc
Stein has collected photographs, court
transcripts, notes, newspaper excerpts
and transcripts of documents that prove
an intimate timeline for the years 1965
through 1973. His focus was on four
major cities but he also includes docu-
ments that originated elsewhere; works
of fiction also show up in this book.
While it’s primarily about gay men,
lesbians and “transvestites” are inside
its pages, as well. There is always more
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Kyle

How Dallas native Kyle Ross
went from drug addict to porn
star to the subject of the YA
bio “Twink’

n 2008, Kyle Ross was 17 years old,

living in a tiny Tennessee town,

digging through his mother’s med-
icine cabinet, searching for Xanax.

In a few years, life would be differ-
ent — he’d be a well-known model for
Helix Studios (an adult film company)
known for his wholesome good looks
and his youthful body. He’d still be into
the Xanax, but he’d be out of Tennessee,
living life as someone sought after and,
in some circles, famous.

But that was the future. In 2008, he
was stuck in a tiny burg, looking for tiny  life in Dallas to here. in Twink, the second book in 13 Red Taylor Saracen. Despite the title, Twink
pills. He’d been uprooted from a great Ross” unusual journey is chronicled Media’s Rise Up Series, written by isn’t erotica; rather, it’s Ross telling his

PrismHealth =) 9 New Oak Lawn Center
L 469.687.3200 = dallasprep.com
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story plainly to LGBTQ youth like he
was, who often struggle as preteens and
teens, and to let them know that they
are not alone. (The Rise Up Series was
started by Saracen, a former middle and
high school teacher with a degree in ap-
plied psychology, to help to de-stigma-
tize less orthodox coming of age stories.)

“There are so many people out there
in the middle of nowhere, who are
going through the same thing,” Ross
says in a phone interview. “Or maybe
their parents abuse them. Maybe their
parents have thrown them out. I want
them to be able to say ‘Maybe I'm not so
different.””

At first, Ross was “different” in a
privileged way — growing up in a
wealthy suburb of Dallas, attending
private schools. It was the mid-2000s
and his mother was making $300,000 a
year, with his father not doing too badly
himself. But Ross still faced the same in-
tense difficulties so many in the LGBTQ
community do at that age.

“I was struggling with myself and be-
ing OK with being gay,” he says. “There
were maybe two out kids in my school,
and they were considered ‘weird.”I
used to think, ‘I wish I was born a girl
so this would be socially acceptable.””

TAYLOR SARACEN

It didn’t help when his mother sud-
denly lost her job, due to the financial
meltdown. “My mom was full-fledged
into her job. She was the breadwinner.
She was so into it. She crushed it — it
was her identity,” Ross says. “Then her
whole team got laid off.”

His mother went into a tailspin,
worsened by another stressor — Ross’
parents got divorced.

- PrEP
- PEP

PrismHealth

2801 Lemmon Ave #200, Dallas, TX 75204 | dallasprep.com | 469.687.3200

Services

+ STI Testing and Treatment
- Behavioral Health

“She went off the deep end,” he now
says.

When the family abruptly moved to
rural Tennessee, Ross’ mother claimed it
was for financial reasons. In reality, she
was desperately chasing an old boy-
friend.

It wasn't all bad, but it wasn’t great,
Ross says. “It was absolute culture
shock. The only thing to do there was go
jump off the cliffs or go jump in the lake.
I started stealing her Xanax, eventually
taking so much I couldn’t remember
what I had for breakfast.”

Eventually, the family moved back
to Dallas, and back into their old home
(mom had claimed she’d sold it, but it
had still been there all along) but the
damage was done. Ross’ pill popping
was going full bore.

Some of the healing had begun,
however. For the first time, Ross visited
the gayborhood, and began to find his
own self. “I was that little twink dancing
in the corner, and I loved all the atten-
tion,” he says. “I had never felt like that
before.”

Yet like so many queer coming of age
stories, it was still complicated. On one
of those nights out, “someone asked me
if I'd ever done gay porn. They told me

about Helix, and I applied. The next day
I'was on a flight to California. I never
would have done that if  hadn’t been
addicted to Xanax. Who just takes a
flight to California like that?”

It’s the flight that changed his life
yet again. Ross eventually defeated
his addiction, and he’s now moved
into behind-the-scenes administrative
and accounting work at Helix. They
are skills he learned from his mother’s
business acumen. But the pair still have
a complicated relationship.

In his plainspokeness and honesty,
Ross’ contribution to the Rise Up Series
helps normalize what, really, is already
normal. Who knows how his life would
have ended up if his mother hadn’t lost
her job. But in the long run it kickstarted
a series of events that landed him in a
place to help other people. Ultimately, it
also transformed him as well.

“I appreciate the person I've become,”
Ross says. “We were so spoiled grow-
ing up. My mom was killing it, buying
houses, buying us whatever we wanted.
We went from that to literally nothing.
In the end, I'm a little bit less spoiled; I
get along with people better. It did mold
me into a much better person.” ]

— Jonanna Widner
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sketches

Drawing
Dallas

Dancer-choreographer
J. Alexander Langley
feels the music

MARK STOKES | lllustration

mark@mstokes.com

Name and age: J. Alexander Langley, 29
Spotted at: Gaston and Washington avenues.
Occupation: Choreographer

A native Dallasite, J. Alex started dancing at age 13 at
the Dallas Black Dance Academy and W.E. Greiner
Exploratory Arts Academy, despite the stigma. “Grow-
ing up in an urban environment, | was told that boys
don’t dance.” Seeing another boy dancing at Greiner
motivated J. Alex to move from piano to dance. His
studies at Booker T. Washington High School for
Performing and Visual Arts earned him a scholarship
to pursue a dance performance major at Point Park
University in Pittsburgh.

Homecoming: After college, he returned to Big D and
participated in the Bruce Wood Dance Project before
joining DBDT: Encore (formerly Dallas Black Dance
Theatre Il), and stayed there for the next three years.
In his third year with DBDT: Encore, he choreographed
his first professional work called Rhythm, inspired by
Puerto Rican music. This piece was selected to open
the Black on Black concert, an annual DBDT perfor-
mance event. During his tenure with DBDT: Encore,
he began working with Anita N. Martinez Ballet
Folklorico as outreach instructor for underprivileged
schools, where he taught modern dance, African,
ballet and music theater.

He did commercial dance for several years, working with
Holland America and Princess Cruise Lines as a pro-
duction cast dancer. He currently works as the creative
associate for Ballet Folklorico, as well as performing
as a principal dancer in their professional ensemble.
When he’s not dancing or choreographing, J. Alex
loves to sing, read and perform musical theater.

Future plans: J. Alex hopes to expand his choreography
career with other professional companies, and “bring
dance back to music” within his work, explaining his
opinion that some dance is “too much into the dance.
Dance shouldn’t exist without music. Dance for me is
borne from the music.”

Quote: “If you're going to do something, don'’t do it half-
way; either do it full-out or don’t do it at all.”
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So
extra

Caddy’s XT4 Sport —
a sassy crossover

CASEY WILLIAMS | Auto Reviewer

autocasey@aol.com

hen my 5-year-old daughter
gets especially sassy and
demanding, my husband

and I tell her she’s “so extra.” It’s both a
compliment and a nod to her attitudinal
ridiculousness. Cadillac is showing sim-
ilar behavior with the XT4, a compact
crossover that’s taking the brand into
a broader array of vehicles. From grille
to fins, it’s very clearly the Cadillac of
sassy little crossovers.

Stylists had to adapt Cadillac’s tradi-

RAINBOW RANCH

Rainbow Ranch is an award-winning campground with cabins,
tent and RV sites, a pool, a top-notch pavilion, and more!
Come enjoy a relaxing quiet weekend or join us for one of our fun-filled weekend events. We
also offer a venue for weddings and other events. Come see usl!
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tional design cues to an urban-friendly
crossover more likely to attract Millen-
nials than their parents — all without of-
fending their empty nester parents. Our
Sport model leads with a black mesh
grille, LED headlamps and 20-in. alloy
wheels. Cadillac has historically been
known for sharp creases that finish with
at least hints of fins. I could do without
the cutesy horizontal elements being
added to headlamps and taillights, but
the power dome hood and vertical light-
ing connect the XT4 to all generations.

My favorite part of the XT4 is prob-
ably the interior with layered stitched
materials on the dash and real carbon
fiber trim on the dash and doors. Heat-
ed and ventilated front seats, heated
rear seats and a thick heated steering
wheel add comfort. Automatic climate
control, Bose audio, dual-pane sunroof
and front seat massagers go several
better. Connect devices effortlessly with
Bluetooth, Apple CarPlay, Android Auto
and 4G Wi-Fi. Cadillac finessed its info-
tainment system with a combination of
touchscreen
and con-
sole-mount-
ed joywheel.

Safety is
thoroughly
considered. The head-up display, which
can show navigation directions, is great
for drivers, but so are adaptive cruise,
forward collision alert, pedestrian
detection with auto brake and lane keep
assist. There’s also a blind spot warn-
ing, around view camera and rear auto
brake should the car detect an obstacle
while reversing.

Tucked between the front fenders
is a 2.0-liter turbocharged 4-cylinder
engine delivering 237 horsepower and
258 Ib.-ft. of torque, routed to the all-
wheel-drive system through a 9-speed
automatic transmission. Auto stop/
start helps enable 22 /29-MPG city/
highway. The driving feel is a little light,
but the adaptive electronic suspension
and adjustable drive modes configure
the chassis and powertrain for almost
any environment. All-wheel-drive keeps
wheels planted on curvy roads, but also
make play of snowy streets.

It’s not all perfect. A Cadillac of this
price ought not have hard plastic door
panels and console covers that rattle
in their tracks. Somehow when driv-
ing, it’s hard to escape the idea there’s
not quite enough substance between
other compact GM crossovers and this

’19 VT4 SPORT

Cadillac. 237 horsepower
2.0-liter T4. 22/29-MPG city/hwy.
Base/as-tested price
$34,795/$57,735

one. Both the exterior and interior are

You can get a Mercedes GLC, with a 362

beautiful, but competitors set incredibly =~ horsepower twin-turbo V6 caressed by

high standards. And, there’s the price.

AMG, for less money.

Cadillac had a real problem. In an
auto market dominated by crossovers,
it had only one — the XT5 — while key
competitors have them in every size and
profile. With the XT4, Cadillac finally
has a sassy compact that’s so extra,
and if it is any indication, the 2020 XT6
full-size crossover will fortify the brand
further. A base price of $34,795 or (ahem)
$57,735 as tested, pits the XT4 against
the Mercedes GLC, Infiniti QX50, Audi
Q3, BMW X2 and Lexus NX. ]

Follow the writer on YouTube @AutoCasey.
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transwomen but will also work with
transmen as well. Working with the
backing of her employer, she brought
the notion up to her HR department to
talk about being socially aware with a
particular customer demographic.

“They are already an open and
welcoming company and were incred-
ibly supportive. It's been amazing the
strides they have gone through to help
people feel safe,” she says.

Customers begin by calling her for
a phone consultation and to make an
appointment. She will discuss expec-
tations, wardrobes, colors, etc. Once
the face-to-face happens, the session is
entirely private.

“We meet in a private dressing room
that’s spacious and comfortable and
safe. I grab what the client needs and
work with pieces to pull together an
outfit they can walk away with and feel
confident,” she explains.

She also says that Nordstrom can be a
resource for shoes, where many wom-
en’s sizes go up to 14.

And the looks are across the board.
She recalls one client who wanted to
lean very feminine in her look whereas
another preferred plain tees and skinny
jeans.

"I feel like in their experience, they
get robbed of trying to figure out the
difference of what people expect them
to look like and who they are. And
women who don't feel like they are
passing, that insecurity is prominent,

e

IN THE CLOSET

I'm sure. This has been eye-opening,”
she says.

Duff describes the experience as an
educational one also for her clients.
New to different sizes, she works on
teaching basics of reading women’s and
men’s clothing pieces and how they can
fit on the body. She often finds that there
is a tendency to overcompensate, but
that comes without exploration of style.
Mostly, Duff wants to teach transgender
shoppers not to be afraid.

In turn, this has been a learning mo-
ment for her as well.

“I'm glad they can feel comfortable,
and we open up this dialogue,” she
says. “Having this opportunity to
work with these women who find their
confidence in their bodies has taught me
how to be more confident.”

And for an all-over transformation,
Duff has consulted with other depart-
ments in the store such as cosmetics and
bra fittings. She says they’ve all been
on board with helping her customers
achieve their full look and perhaps even
their truest selves.

“It’s OK to explore and make mis-
takes and learn from them. I want
people to know there is someone to help
them,” she says. “Being able to explore
fashion with these women and be there
for them has been the single best experi-
ence of my life.” ]

Reach out to Duff on Instagram @thek-
eencloset.

There are pieces that Duff recommends
should be in anyone’s closet. These can
be a basic foundation for any wardrobe.
Duff understands that perhaps not every-
one does shop at her store but advises to
try to get the best quality of each item for
long-lasting wear and comfort.

“I feel like everyone should have a
cardigan sweater — always. And then two
pairs of jeans: one black and one regular,”
she advises.

Other items she suggests are a good
tank top, a couple of quality tees or un-
dershirts. For women, she recommends
Bandeau undergarments, a bralette and
the signature black dress that can be
worn to any event. For men, at least one
good suit.

— Rich Lopez

70 dallasvoice.com =  06.28.19



HOME OF THE

© FORLUXURY | (o=t
PRE-OWNED CARS, |- $25ﬂ Down

SUVSANDTRUCKS| ~ - - |$250 A Monthf:-

Give Your
Community Representative

Majesta a Call Today!
972-822-6760

$250 Down. $250/month. $15.99 for every $1000 excludes TTL. Example Forte: Finance a New 2018 Kia Forte - MSRP $18350 - $2500 Kia Rebate =
$15,850 sales price for 72 months @ 4.9% apr at $250 per month for well qualified buyers thru Kmf. $250 down excludes ttl - $15.99 for every $1000 fi-
nance. Several at this price and payment. Sales ends 05/31/18. See www.southwestkia.com for complete details.

06.28.19 dallasvoice 71




We FIT Yaur Lifostyle, Expectations, Budget. and
Schedut to Create Ysur

— P>
Grgh

“lab= =

WEDDINGS

Phone 214.551.3013
Instagram @FitAndFabWeddings

"Now offering &;:{(_coolsculptingj\
away your fat.

FDA - cleared to treat the flanks (love handles), abdomen, double chin and more.

25% OFF h
with the purchase of 2 or more cycles! (ﬁ\
advanced skin fitness’
LASER & SKIN CARE /

Offer expires August 2, 2019
Not to be combined with other specials or promotions.

Call Today! 214-521-5277
2928 Oak Lawn Ave.

BEFORE

advancedskinfitness.com

Actual Advanced Skin Fitness Patient

HONCUT?

Need A New Hairstyle!
Come See Us!

ura

We now carry

KEVIN.MURPHY

3910 Cedar Springs Rd.
(next to Round Up) Dallas, TX
214.443.0454
SalonAuraDallas.com

72 dallasvoice.com 06.28.19

® RAINBOW From Page 56

resilient,” says Esposito. “You sit at

the computer in your skivvies [for
years writing away], and you get it to
the point where you present it to an
audience, and then at the debrief [you
hear it all]. But I saw what needed to
be done. You never knew how to do it,
but it gets done — you're gonna ask
the universe to download it for you.”

She’s a collaborative person by na-
ture, but it all rests on her shoulders —
she’s the author, composer and lyricist.
And she knows what she likes.

“My whole thing about musicals
that I love is that they have stand-
alone songs. I come from the pop-song
world and am always thinking about
‘What I Did for Love,” ‘Memory.” But
I had to learn how to write different
kinds of songs — I know what they
are having listened to musical theater,
but I've never had to write them. My
musical director has been amazingly
instrumental in [guiding me].”

She agreed that Larry needed more
background. She remembered that he
was abandoned by his mother at an
early age, so she wrote a song called
“Mama.” She added another song. She
continues to tweak it almost every day.

“When I sit down, I think, “We need
more detail, and we need it up front’
and I find the spot, and I start writing
into the script — the scene and the
dialogue and the lyric. And sing the

music into a [recorder]. Then I sit at
the piano and plunk it out.”

he next phase will be doing ei-
I ther a full showcase run in a re-
gional theater outside of Dallas
— Los Angeles or perhaps even New
York — or doing a concert version with
a paid audience (and critics allowed)
which is also when Loftis will invite
other producers to gauge their interest.

“We could probably do a showcase
within the next year and then based
on any more work that has to be done,
getting to Off-Broadway could hap-
pen very quickly. If this goes as well
as I anticipate, all things being great,

I would see it on Broadway in 2022 or
2023.”

Esposito is all over that plan. But she
has other ideas as well.

“Of course I'd love to see it be a big
smash on Broadway and to make a
ton of money from my art,” she says.
“But my vision is that the show needs
to be done in high schools all over the
country, because that’s where it needs
to be seen and heard. We have this dis-
ease of The Other — there’s somebody
other than you [that’s bad]. Homopho-
bia is just a disease of that [mindset].

I want Living Over the Rainbow to be a
platform to go around and speak about
this story. That’s what’s important.” |

REVIEW: ‘THE VIEW UPSTAIRS’

Max Vernon’s musical The View UpStairs
kinda-sorta tells the story of the tragic arson
that killed patrons in a New Orleans gay
bar in 1973 — until the Pulse shooting, the
largest mass-murder of gays in America his-
tory. But his preachy structure, banal songs
and soft details make it largely forgettable...
forgettable, at least, until Dallas’ secret

weapon, Walter Lee, right, lets his pipes
loose on late number called “Theme Song”
and brings gospel fervor to what has been
fairly programmatic show. That, the powerful
ending and an amazing set design virtually
rehabilitate this show. Call it the deux ex
Walter effect.

— Arnold Wayne Jones
At the Kalita Humphreys Theater through
July 7. UptownPlayers.org.
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Encore, encore! After a smashing debut in 2018, Black Tie Dinner and Performing Arts Fort Worth
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® CARVED From Page 63

to the story, as this book proves.

Out in Time by Perry N. Halkitis
(Oxford University Press 2019) $34.95;
288 pp.

It’s normal to want to compare the
way things were in 1969 to the way
things are now. Out in Time does exactly
that with three generations of gay men
to show that, while there are differences
in social attitudes, health, legalities, and
politics, there are also striking similar-
ities in challenges and in gains. Done
with mini-interviews woven through
narrative to hold together the words of
everyday people, this is an easy book
to step into, with short chapters and
browse-able segments.

Readers should note that these books
are historically-based and may be on
the scholarly side, eye-opening and
quite entertaining. If you have keen
memories of the summer of '69, what's
here may pull you back 50 years. If
you're too young to remember what
happened then, these books on the
Stonewall Riots will keep you busy this
summer. =

— Terri Schlichenmeyer

® MOUSE From Page 55

nervous because | admire them so much
and they’re such fantastic actors. You
want to bring your best. So, there’s a little
bit of nerves that come with that. But
they’re so gracious and so lovely. There
was something about the fact that they
are those characters to me, and because
they are such great actresses, the scene
starts and you just go for the ride. They’re
so wonderful to work with and those
strong associations of those characters
just kicked in for me.

Laura, what has it been like for you to be
part of a show that has existed at var-
ious points in LGBTQ history? Linney:
It’s a remarkable, amazing experience.
And it intersects with my own life at differ-
ent periods of time as well. | mean, with
Mary Ann, very rarely does anyone get to
do something that spans over 25 years of
their life. And it’s amazing to see how our
culture has changed, how our identity has
changed, how our relationships and un-
derstanding of each other has changed,
in some ways for the better and maybe
in some ways for the worse. And it’s also
amazing to see a generational shift. What
it was to be LGBTQ in 1990 is very differ-
ent than 2019, and what it means to be
either gay or trans or non-binary or queer.
It’'s amazing to see things evolve.

Beyond informing mainstream audienc-

Tire Kick & Dinner!
Every first Tuesday at Ojeda’s —
4617 Maple, back parking lot.
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es, | think LGBTQ people of various
generations and experiences can learn
a lot about each other by watching this
show. Linney: | hope so. That’s really
what we wanted. The entire writers’ room
was LGBTQ, our directors are all LGBTQ,
and there is a sense of, “What can the
generations learn from each other?”

In the new version, your character
Michael is in a relationship with Ben
(Charlie Barnett), a man much younger
that he is. This aspect of their rela-
tionship comes up repeatedly, but
never more than during the scene at
the dinner party thrown by Michael’s
ex Harrison (Matthew Risch), where
Ben is given a gay history lesson. As a
gay man yourself, how did that scene
make you feel? Bartlett: | haven’t seen
the show yet, but | love that episode. |
think it’s so beautifully written, mostly
because it doesn’t a present a good and
bad. It throws out the two perspectives of
the older and younger generation, and it
does such a beautiful job of not letting you
take sides. You agree and disagree with
both. | think that that is a beautiful way to
approach a fiery issue and conversation.
To show both perspectives and let people
make up their own minds. It also shows
how complex it is. | feel like | understand
where the older generation comes from,

but | also understand where the younger
generation comes from. They both have
really good points and they both need to
listen to each other because they have a
lot to learn from each other. All the stuff
that the older generation went through
was epic. It’s very important for younger
queer people to understand what has
come before. The older perspective comes
from a place that is worth understand-

ing. Likewise, the younger generation.
We’re moving forward in terms of gender
identity and second gender identity and
sexual identity and how we can express
ourselves. Riding a wave into, hopefully,
more openness. That has enormous value.
We’re at a very delicate stage of navigating
through that and we need to be very sensi-
tive. The older generation, at least in that
episode, can tend to gloss over that a little
bit. | love the way the writer and our team
did such a beautiful job of straddling those
two perspectives, allowing you to see both
of them without telling you what to think
about it.

This is a limited series, but is there a
possibility that Tales could take us
back to 28 Barbary Lane in the future?
Linney: Yeah, sure. We’ll see. One hopes,
but we’ll see what happens. It certainly
seems to have a life of its own, so that
bodes well.

Happy Hour
We meet at J.R.’s on every third
Tuesday for Happy Hour from 5-7pm
“Love of old cars required... not ownership”
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LIFE+STYLE

clubs

THE STRIP
Oak Lawn & Cedar Springs

-

- Alexandre’s
4026 Cedar Springs Road.
214-559-0720

-

Cedar Springs Tap House
4123 Cedar Springs Road.
214-377-7446
CedarSpringsTapHouse.com

The Grapevine Bar
3902 Maple Ave.
214-522-8466
thegrapevinebar.com

Havana Lounge
4006 Cedar Springs Road.
214-886-6804

JR.’s Bar & Girill

3923 Cedar Springs Road.
214-528-1004
jrsdallas.com

Kaliente
4350 Maple Ave.
214-520-6676

Liquid Zoo

2506 Knight St.
214-221-3004
LiquidZooSportsbar.com

Marty’s Live

4207 Maple Ave.
214-559-2151

Pekers
n Ave.
-3333

26150ak'
“ 2

PekersBar.com

The Round-Up Saloon

3912 Cedar Springs'Road.
214-522-9611
RoundupSaloon.com

Station 4 (S4) and
The Rose Room
3911 Cedar Springs Road.

214-559-1004
Station4Dallas.com

Sue Ellen’s

3014 Throckmorton St.
214-559-0707
SueEllensDallas.com

TMC: The Mining Co.

3903 Cedar Springs Road.
214-521-4205
TMCDallas.com

Woody’s Sports
& Video Bar

4011 Cedar Springs Road.
214-520-6629
DallasWoodys.com

10

11

12

13

14

‘ l Da Ergle .com

Hldden Door P

Zippel

' The Dallas Eagle |1
i 5740 Maple Ave.
214-357-4375

5025 Bowser Ave.
214-526-0620
HiddenDoor-Dallas.com

The Tin Room |3

2514 Hudnall St.
4 214-526-6365 [
TinRoom.net |

N. Fitzhugh,Ave.

i)

KNOX HENDERSON

SW DALLAS & OAK CLIFF

" Barbara’s Pavillion |1 z
325 Centre st. 30 \ i
214-941-2145 5
Riverfront BIvd. 25> Q’
Club Los Rieles |2 Fs
4930 Military Pkwy W. Davis St. -:; 'g,‘
< «
214-546-1109 Jewi [ _—T—EI
<
Centre St, 1 L
ARLINGTON/FORT WORTH
The 515Bar  ¢,, Reflection
515 S. Jennings Ave. :
817-338-0515 604 Jennings Ave.
515Bar.com 817-870-8867
’ Club Reflection.com
1851 Club g dirs 210 2
931 W. Division St. Arlington
3109 Alta Mere Dr.
817-692-5554  517.731-0300
1851Club.com
Chanages Urban Cowboy Saloon
9 2620 E. Lancaster Ave.
2637 E. Lancaster Ave.
817-413-2332 682-707-5663
UrbanCowboySaloon.com
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ACCOUNTANTS - CERTIFIED PUBLIC
Aishman, Rick, PC | Phipps, Tom

4228 N. Central Expressway, Ste. 225
214-520-7363

Allen, Ron, CPA
ronallencpa.com | ron@ronallencpa.com
2909 Cole Ave., Ste. 119 | 214-954-0042

Greer, Tom A., CPA | Tax Professional
tgreer@whitrocktaxservice.com
6510 Abrams Road, Ste. 367 | 214-998-0916

J Chester & Associates, Inc., CPA
jchestercpa.com
8140 Walnut Hill Lane, Ste. 430 | 214-330-4682

ADULT NOVELTIES
Alternatives (Enter behind New Fine Arts)
1720 W. Mockingbird Lane | 214-630-7071

AIR CONDITIONING & HEATING
Jade Air - Air Conditioning & Heating
jadeairdallas.com | 214-522-2805

Rescue Air Heating and Cooling
rescueair.com | 972-351-8307

ART GLASS
Dallas Art Glass | Carlyn Ray Designs
carlynraydesigns.com | 214-741-1442

ATTORNEYS
Covell, Rebecca S. | covellpc.com
3710 Rawlins St., Ste. 950 | 214-443-0300

DebnamRust, PC | An Inclusive Law Firm
debnamrust.com | 214-775-0628

Domingo Garcia Law | domingogarcialaw.com
400 S. Zang Blvd., Ste. 600 | 214-941-8300

Hall, Stephanie | ladylawsah.com
4514 Cole Ave., Ste. 600 | 214-522-3343

Law Office of David C. Cole, PC
adoptlegal.com | 214-363-5117

Julie Johnson, PLLC | juliejohnsonlaw.com
12222 Merit Drive, Ste. 1202 | 214-290-8001

Law Office of Rob Wiley, PC | robwiley.com
2613 Thomas Ave. | 214-528-6500

ATTORNEYS

Olinger Law Immigration | LSOLaw.com
3710 Rawlins St., Ste. 950 | 214-396-9090

Adam L. Seidel, PC. | www.adamseidel.com
5910 N. Central, Ste. 980 | 214-528-3344

West, Chad, PLLC | chadwestlaw.com
3606 S. Tyler St. | 214-509-7555

BANKS
Capital One Bank | capitalonecareers.com
4208 Lemmon Ave. | 972-728-3900

BATH HOUSE | GYMS
Club Dallas | theclubs.com
2616 Swiss Ave. | 214-821-1990

BED & BREAKFAST
Daisy Polk Inn & Dickason Cottage
2917 Regan | daisypolkinn.com | 214-522-4692

BREWERIES
Revolver Brewing | revolverbrewing.com
Brewed in the Texas Countryside

CAMPGROUNDS
Rainbow Ranch | rainbowranch.net
1662 LCR 800 | Groesbeck, TX | 888-875-7596

CATERING
Wendy Krispin Caterer
wendykrispincaterer.com | 214-748-5559

CHIROPRACTIC DOCTORS - DC
Auerbach, Lynne, DC | uptownchiropractic.com
2909 Cole, Ste. 205 | 214-979 9013

Tutt, Steven J., DC | drtuttdc.com
4245 Cedar Springs Road | 214-528-1900

CHORALES
Turtle Creek Chorale
TurtleCreekChorale.com | 214-526-3214

CONSTRUCTION — RENOVATIONS
Renowned Renovation
renownedrenovation.com | 972-232-7122

CONVENTION & VISITORS BUREAUS
Arlington Convention & Visitors Bureau
arlington.org/Igbtq | 800-342-4305

CONVENTION & VISITORS BUREAUS
Visit Dallas | visitdallas.com
325 North St. Paul St., Ste. 700 | 800-232-5527

COSTUMES
Dallas Costume Shoppe | dcshoppe.com
3905 Main St. | 214-428-4613

Norcostco Texas Costume | norcostco.com
1231 Wycliff, Ste. 300 | 214-630-4048

COUNSELORS - LPC

Beckman, Deborah, LPC | Myrick, Tim, LPC
4144 N. Central Expressway, Ste. 520
uptownpsychotherapy.com | 214-824-2009

Caswell, Eddie, LPC
6500 Greenville Ave., Ste. 185 | 214-559-7077

Marcum, Candy, LPC | CandyMarcum.com
4228 N. Central, Ste. 225 | 214-521-1278

Martin, Randy, LPC | martinlpc.com
3626 North Hall St., Ste. 530 | 214-392-8247

Owen, Jimmy, LPC | jimmyowen.com
3838 Oak Lawn, Ste. 1000 | 214-546-8852

DENTISTS
Boyd, Carole Ann, DDS, PC | drboyd.net
4514 Cole Ave., Ste. 905 | 214-521-6261

Terrell, Kevin, DDS, PC | terrelldental.com
2603 Oak Lawn Ave., Ste. 100 | 214-329-1818

Tseng, Eugene, DDS, PC | eugenetseng.com
3300 Douglas Ave., Ste. A | 214-855-0789

DISC JOCKEYS
DJ DELUXE PRODUCTIONS | 214-823-1424

Video Transfer and DJ Music Sounds
videotransfer4u.net | 469-222-6659

EGG DONOR PROGRAMS
The Donor Solution | 713-827-0301

ELECTROLYSIS
Dallas Electrolysis Clinic
electrolysisformen.com | 214-766-8939

Hair Today Gone Tomorrow
htgtelectrolysis.com | 682-593-1442

EMERGENCY ROOMS
Uptown ER | uptownerdallas.com
3607 Oak Lawn Ave. | 214-217-1818

EVENT VENUES
7 for Parties | 7forparties.com
150 Turtle Creek Blvd. | 214-748-5559

The Abbey Estate | CelebrateAtTheAbbey.com
3314 E.M. 1446 | Waxahachie | 972-923-3333

FERTILITY SPECIALISTS
Conceive Fertility | conceivefertilitycenter.com
6750 N. MacArthur, Ste. 209 | 214-224-0778

Fertility Specialists of Texas
fertilitytexas.com | 214-750-5500

FINANCIAL PLANNING CONSULTANTS
Bloom, Ashley — Edward Jones | 817-605-8474
edwardjones.com/ashley-bloom

Sherman, Judy S., CFBS
Cornerstone Wealth Strategies | 817-366-1119

HOME & GARDEN
North Haven Gardens | 7700 Northaven Road
NHG.com | 214-363-5316

INSURANCE
Alex Long Agency - Allstate Insurance
Allstateagencies.com/AlexLong | 972-570-7000

Irvin, M. Angel - Farmers Insurance
14651 Dallas Parkway, Ste. 110 | 972-367-6200

Steven Graves Insurance Agency
A division of Abco Home Plus Insurance
stevengravesinsurance.com | 214-599-0808

MEDIA

Dallas Voice

The Premiere Media Source for LGBT Texas
dallasvoice.com | 214-754-8710

Lambda Weekly
knon.org/lambda-weekly | 214-828-9500

National LGBT Media Assoc. | 908-232-2021
nationalgaymediaassociation.com

OUT North Texas | outntx.com | 214-754-8710
The official LGBT Visitors Guide for North Texas

MORTGAGE — REFINANCE
Caliber Home Loans | Christian Johnson
homeloansbychristian.com | 214-763-8767

Ramirez, Armando | Loan Officer NMLS 740130
Supreme Lending | 214-263-5507

MOVERS
Fantastic Moves | FantasticMoves.com
10610 Metric, Ste. 175 | 214-349-6683 (MOVE)

OPTICAL GOODS
Fashion Optical | fashionopticaldallas.com
3430 Oak Lawn at Lemmon | 214-526-6006

PHARMACIES
Avita Pharmacy | avitapharmacy.com
219 Sunset Ave., Ste. 118A | 214-943-5187

PHYSICIANS & SURGEONS
Barrier, Amy FNP | Prism Health North Texas
219 Sunset Ave., Ste. 116A | 214-526-3566

Daly, Patrick W., MD | Internal/HIV Medicine
3629 Fairmount St. | 214-526-3566

Gillman, Jason, MD | Prism Health North Texas
219 Sunset Ave., Ste. 116A | 214-526-3566

Graneto, Donald, MD|Uptown Physicians Group
4144 N. Central, Ste. 750 | 214-303-1033

Hays, Anthony, MD | Uptown Physicians Group
4144 N. Central, Ste. 750 | 214-303-1033

Klein, Jennifer, FNP | Prism Health North Texas
219 Sunset Ave., Ste. 116A | 214-526-3566

Lee, David, MD | Uptown Physicians Group
4144 N. Central, Ste. 750 | 214-303-1033

MecLaud, Mary, FNP | Prism Health North Texas
4922 Spring Ave. | 214-421-7848

Philips, Kay L., MD Internal Medicine
A Baylor-HealthTexas Affiliate | 214-363-2305

Medical Practice of Dr. Steven M. Pounders
3500 Oak Lawn Ave., Ste. 600 | 214-520-8833

Rivera, Rachel, MD | Prism Health North Texas
4922 Spring Ave. | 214-421-7848

Rosenthal, Emilija FNP | Prism Health
219 Sunset Ave., Ste. 116A | 214-526-3566

Sinclair, Gary, MD | Prism Health North Texas
219 Sunset Ave., Ste. 116A | 214-526-3566

Tribble, Marc, MD | Uptown Physicians Group
4144 N. Central, Ste. 750 | 214-303-1033

Uptown Physicians Group | uptowndocs.com
4144 N. Central, Ste. 750 | 214-303-1033

PRINTING SERVICES
PrintBurner | printburner.com
208 N. Market St., Ste. 250 | 214-702-5135

The UPS Store on Lemmon Ave | Store #5254
4848 Lemmon Ave, Ste. 100 | 214-780-0877

REAL ESTATE
Atkinson, Steve, ABR | 214-334-7404
SteveAtkinson.DavePerryMiller.com

DeuPree, Joe, ABR | Scottwood Realty, L.L.C.
deupreej@shcglobal.net | 214-683-7224

Durstine Jr., George H. | Scottwood Realty, LLC
georgedrealtor@gmail.com | 214-559-6090

Hewitt & Habgood Group
HewittHabgood.com | 214-752-7070

REAL ESTATE
Hobson, Phil, H Group REALTORS®
Berkshire Hathaway | 214-659-3624

Jeff Updike | Weston Pugh
updikepugh.com | 214-377-2223

LaPierre, Paul ,GRI - REALTOR®
4saleindallas.com | 214-564-7741

Narey, Jay, ABR, ALHS | 972-468-5462
Keller Williams | jaynarey.com

Neal, Jeff, ABR | Keller Williams Realty
214-931-2609

Sheshene, Tom | Coldwell Bank Lakewood
tom.sheshene@chdfw.com | 214-604-9230

Stoll, Tim of JP and Associates | REALTORS®
thinkdallas.com | 214-868-2959

RESTAURANTS
Cremona Bistro | 2704 Worthington
cremonabistro.com | 214-871-1115

nerdvana food + spirits | nerdvanafrisco.com
5757 Main St., #112 | Frisco | 214-618-9732

Salum Restaurant | salumrestaurant.com
4152 Cole Ave., Ste. 103 | 214-252-9604

Start Restaurant | startrestaurant.net
4023 Lemmon Ave. | 4814 Greenville Ave.

The Café at North Haven Gardens
7700 Northaven | NHG.com | 972-338-2233

ROOF CONTRACTORS
NorthStar Roofing | Fencing | Gutters
northstarroofing.biz | 214-274-5596

SIGNAGE
FastSigns | 2629 Oak Lawn | Bobby Boliew, GM
fastsigns.com/12 | 214-526-7446

STRUCTURAL ENGINEERING
Vannier Engineering | 972-867-9750
dvannier@vannierengineering.com

SURROGACY
3 Sisters Surrogacy | 3sisterssurrogacy.com
877-976-9483

TITLE COMPANIES
Republic Title of Texas, Inc. | republictitle.com
3131 Turtle Creek, Ste. 101 | 214-528-8916

TRANSPORTATION
DART | dart.org
214-979-1111

TRAVEL AGENCIES
The Pauer Group, LLC - Randy Pauer
thepauergroup.com | 972-241-2000

VODKA COMPANIES

Equality Vodka | equalityvodka.com

20% of gross profits donated to LGBT orgs.
WEDDING SERVICES

LGBTWeddings.com | 844-899-LOVE x 501
Find qualified, wedding providers online.

The Abbey Estate | CelebrateAtTheAbbey.com
3314 EM. 1446 | Waxahachie | 972-923-3333

The Business Directory is published once
a month. If you are interested in being
listed, please contact us at 214.754.8710 or
by email at advertising@dallasvoice.com

OUT North Texas is published once a year
and is the official LGBT Visitors Guide for
North Texas. See our extensive directory
online at www.OUTNTX.com

Market your business

to the loyal LGBT market!
Call us! 214-754-8710

dallasvoice

The Premier Media Source for LGBT Texas
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OUTntx.com
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AIDS/HIV SERVICES
ABOUNDING PROSPERITY
214-421-4800 | AboundingProsperity.org

AHF DALLAS WELLNESS CENTER
7777 Forest Lane, Ste. B122 | 972-383-1060

AIDS/HIV HOTLINE
214-559-2437

AIDS INTERFAITH NETWORK
AlDSInterfaithNetwork.org

AIDS OUTREACH CENTER
Fort Worth, 76111 | 817-335-1994 | AOC.org

AIDS SERVICES OF DALLAS
214-941-0523 | AIDSDallas.org

AMELIA COURT
214-590-5647 | ParklandHospital.com

GREG DOLLGENER MEMORIAL AIDS FUND
972-743-6323 | GDMAF.org

HEALTH SERVICES OF NORTH TEXAS
Plano | 972-424-1480 | HealthNTx.org

Denton South Ctr. | Denton | 940-381-2313
Elm Street Ctr. | Denton | 940-381-1501 x 5000

HEALTH EDUCATION LEARNING PROJECT
Fort Worth | 817-332-7722 | helpfw.org

LEGACY COUNSELING CENTER
214-520-6308 | LegacyCares.org

LEGAL HOSPICE OF TEXAS
214-521-6622 | LegalHospice.org

NELSON-TEBEDO HEALTH CENTER
214-528-2336 | MyResourceCenter.org

N. CENTRAL TX HIV PLANNING COUNCIL
Ft. Worth | 817-321-4743 | NoTexasAIDS.org

POSITIVE VOICES COALITION
Ft. Worth | 817-321-4742 | NoTexasAlIDS.org

PRISM HEALTH NORTH TEXAS
214-521-5191 | PrismHealthNTX.org

RESOURCE CENTER
214-528-0144 | MyResourceCenter.org

RESOURCE CENTER FOOD PANTRY
214-521-3398 | MyResourceCenter.org

UT SOUTHWESTERN AIDS PREVENTION
Dallas | 469-291-2800

WHITE ROCK FRIENDS MINISTRY
214-320-0043 | WhiteRockChurch.info

EDUCATION

GLBT CHAMBER FOUNDATION
214-821-4528 | GLBTLeap.org

HEALTH EDUCATION LEARNING PROJECT
Fort Worth | 817-332-7722 | helpfw.org

LGBTQA PROGRAM at UT ARLINGTON
817-272-2099 | UTA.edu/Igbtga

OUT@COLLIN cccc
214-991-7851 | Out.Collin.edu

SMU ALLIES PROGRAM
214-768-4796 | SMU.edu/
\WomenAndLGBTCenter

SPECTRUM
214-768-4792 | People.SMU.edu/Spectrum

UNT ALLY PROGRAM
940-565-2589 | multicultural@unt.edu

OAK LAWN SYMPHONIC BAND
469-616-0138 | Info@oaklawnband.org

TURTLE CREEK CHORALE
214-526-3214 x 101 | TurtleCreekChorale.com

WOMEN'S CHORUS OF DALLAS
tweoffice@tecd.org | TWCD.org

POLITICAL
DALLAS STONEWALL YOUNG DEMOCRATS
Facebook.com/DallasSYD.org

LOG CABIN REPUBLICANS OF DALLAS
LogCabin.org/Chapter/Texas-Dallas

STONEWALL DEMOCRATS OF DALLAS
214-506-3367 | StonewallDemocratsOfDallas.org

STONEWALL DEMOCRATS OF DENTON
972-890-3834

TARRANT STONEWALL DEMOCRATS
817-913-8743 | TarrantStonewall.org

PROFESSIONAL
ALLIANCE OF DESIGN PROFESSIONALS
214-526-2085

DALLAS LGBT BAR ASSOCIATION
214-540-4460 | DGLBA.org

GLOBE
972-308-7233 | FedGlobe.org

LAMBDA PRIDE TOASTMASTERS
214-957-2011 | lambdapride@freetoasthoast.us

LEADERSHIP LAMBDA TOASTMASTERS
info@leadershiplambda.freetoasthoast.com

LGBT LAW SECTION OF TX STATE BAR
LGBTLawTx.com | 800-204-2222 ext. 1420

N. TEXAS GLBT CHAMBER OF COMMERCE
214-821-GLBT | GLBTChamber.org

OUT & EQUAL DFW
Outandequal.org/dallas-fort-worth

SERVICES

BLACK TIE DINNER, INC.
972-865-2239 | BlackTie.org

COALITION FOR AGING LGBT - DFW
214-577-7976 | CFA.Igbt

FEDERAL CLUB
214-428-3332 | DFWFederalClub.org

DALLAS GAY AND LESBIAN ALLIANCE
214-528-0144 | info@dgla.com | DGLA.com

DALLAS LATINO PRIDE
texaslatinogaypride.com

DALLAS SOUTHERN PRIDE
214-405-5475 | DallasSouthernPride.com

DALLAS TAVERN GUILD

214-571-1073 | DallasPride.org

GAY AND LESBIAN FUND FOR DALLAS
GLFD.org | 214-421-8177 | volunteers@glfd.org

COMMUNITY COUNCIL GREATER DALLAS
Health Insurance | 844-831-9600 | ccgd.org

HUMAN RIGHTS INITIATIVE OF N. TEXAS
214-855-0520 | info@hrionline.org

JOHN THOMAS LGBT COMMUNITY CTR.
214-528-9254 | MyResourceCenter.org

LAMBDA LEGAL DEFENSE AND
EDUCATION FUND, SOUTHWEST REGION
214-219-8585 | lambdalegal.org

TARRANT COUNTY GAY PRIDE WEEK
president@tcgpwa.org | TCGPWA.org

BATTALION MOTORCYCLE
commander@battalionme.com | BattalionMC.com

CLASSIC CHASSIS CAR CLUB
214-446-0606 | ClassicChassis.com

COUPLES METRO DALLAS
CouplesMetroDallas.com

DALLAS BEARS

DallasBears.org

DAMN

oaklwnguy@hotmail.com | DAMNmen.org

DFW FUSE
214-540-4435 | DFWFuse.com

DISCIPLINE CORPS
disciplinecorps.com

EAST TEXAS PFLAG
Tyler | 903-330-8901

FIREDANCERS
mikeykeith@cs.com | firedancers.org

FRISCO PRIDE
469-324-4123 | FriscoPride.com

GRAY PRIDE
5750 Cedar Springs Road | 214-528-0144

IMPERIAL COURT DE FORT WORTH
careteam@icfwa.org | ICFWA.org

JEWEL
214-540-GIRL | MyResourceCenter.org

LEATHER KNIGHTS
214-395-8460 | LeatherKnights.org

LVL/PWA CAMPOUT
Rick: campout@lvlpwa.com | LVLPWA.com

MEN OF ALL COLORS
214-521-4765 | pulliam_preston@yahoo.com

NATIONAL LEATHER ASSOC. - DALLAS
info@nla-dallas.org | NLA-Dallas.org

NATIONAL TEXAS PRIDE FOUNDATION
NorthTexasPride.com

ONCE IN A BLUE MOON
214-662-4706 | Once-In-A-Blue-Moon.org

PEGASUS SQUARES
214-444-9696 | Pegasus-Squares.com

POZ DALLAS
pozdallas@gmail.com

PRIME TIMERS OF DALLAS/FORT WORTH
972-504-8866 | information@primetimers-dfw.org

PROJECT TAG
903-312-2081 | TylerAreaGays.com

RAINBOW GARDEN CLUB
214-941-8114 | RainbowGardenClub.com

RAINBOW ROUNDUP
info@rrup.org | rrup.org

REAL LIVE CONNECTION-TEEN PRIDE
469-666-7325 | rlc365.0rg

SAVVY SINGLES NEWS DFW
Singles.meetup.com/2049

SPECTRUM MOTORCYCLE CLUB
214-289-1179 | Spectrum-MRC.com

STRENGTH IN NUMBERS DFW
Groups.yahoo.com/group/sindallasftworth

UNITED BLACK ELLUMENT
214-760-9718 | UBEDallas.org

UNITED COURT OF THE LONE STAR EMPIRE
DallasCourt.org

VALOR LATINO
acarbajal@rcdallas.org | ValorDallas.com

WOMEN OF DISTINCTION
Twitter.com/WODDallas

SPIRITUALITY
AGAPE MCC
Fort Worth | 817-535-5002 | AgapeMCC.com

ASCENSION LUTHERAN CHURCH
Garland | AscensionTexas.org

CATHEDRAL OF HOPE
Dallas | 214-351-1901 | cathedralofhope.com

CATHEDRAL OF LIGHT
Farmers Branch | 972-245-6520 | COLight.org

CELEBRATION COMMUNITY CHURCH
817-335-3222 | Celebration-Community-Church.com

CELEBRATION CHURCH ON THE LAKE
Mabank | 903-451-2302 | COTLChurch.org

CONGREGATION BETH EL BINAH
Dallas | BethEIBinah.org

CROSSROADS COMMUNITY CHURCH
214-520-9090 | CrossroadsCommunityChurch.us

DALLAS MEDITATION CENTER
972-432-7871 | DallasMeditationCenter.com

DIGNITY DALLAS
972-729-9572 | DignityDallas.net

EAST DALLAS CHRISTIAN CHURCH
Dallas | 214-824-8185 | EDCC.org

EPISCOPAL - ST. THOMAS THE APOSTLE
Dallas | 214-352-0140 | TheDoubter.org

FELLOWSHIP OF LOVE OUTREACH CHURCH
Fort Worth | 817-921-5683 | FOLOchurch.org

FIRST UNITARIAN CHURCH OF DALLAS
Dallas | 214-528-3990 | DallasUU.org

THE GATHERING PLACE
Dallas | 214-643-3250 | TheGatheringDallas.org

GRACE UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
Dallas | 214-824-2533 | GraceUMCDallas.org

GREENLAND HILLS METHODIST CHURCH
Dallas | 214-826-2020 | GreenlandHills.org

HARVEST MCC
Denton | 940-484-6159 | HarvestMCC.org

HORIZON UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST CHURCH
Carrollton | 972-492-4940 | HorizonUU.org

KESSLER PARK UNITED METHODIST
Dallas | 214-942-0098 | kpumc.org

LESBIAN & GAY UNITARIANS
214-691-4300

LIVING FAITH COVENANT CHURCH
Dallas | 972-546-0543 | LivingFaithDFW.org

LUTHERANS CONCERNED
Dallas | 214-855-4998 | ReconcilingWorks.org

MCC OF GREATER DALLAS
972-243-0761 | MCCGD.org

MIDWAY HILLS CHRISTIAN CHURCH
Dallas | 214-352-4841 | MidwayHills.org

NORTHAVEN UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
Dallas | 214-363-2479 | Northaven.org

OAK LAWN UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
Dallas | 214-521-5197 | oaklawn@olumc.org

PATHWAYS UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST
Hurst | 817-803-5941 | PathwaysUU.org

PROMISE UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST
Dallas | 214-623-8400 | PromiseUCC.org

ST. FRANCIS ANGLICAN CHURCH
Dallas, 75229 | 214-351-1401

ST. STEPHEN UNITED METHODIST
972-279-3112 | GBGM-UMC.org/StStephen

THE ONE CHURCH IN CHRIST JESUS
Dallas | 214-462-5979 | GraceOasisChurch.com

TRINITY MCC
Grand Prairie | 817-265-5454 | TrinityMCC.org

UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST CHURCH
Dallas | uuc@oakeliffuu.org | OakCliffUU.org

UNITY CHURCH OF CHRISTIANITY
Dallas | 214-826-5683 | DallasUnity.org

UNITY OF DALLAS
Dallas | 972-233-7106 | UnityDallas.org

WHITE ROCK COMMUNITY CHURCH
Dallas | 214-320-0043 | WhiteRockChurch.info

SPORTS

DALLAS DIABLOS
P.0. Box 190862, Dallas, 75219

DALLAS FRONTRUNNERS
FrontrunnerDallas.org

DALLAS INDEPENDENT VOLLEYBALL
214-578-6206 | DIVADallas.org

DIFFERENT STROKES GOLF ASSOCIATION
info@dsgadallas.org | DSGADallas.org

LOST SOULS RUGBY FOOTBALL
LostSoulsRFC.org

NORTH TEXAS WOMEN'S SOFTBALL
214-632-8512 | ntxwsa.net

OAK LAWN BOWLING ASSOCIATION
Dallas | 214-358-1382 | OakLawnBowling.com

OAK LAWN TENNIS ASSOCIATION
OLTADallas.org

PEGASUS SLOWPITCH SOFTBALL ASSOC.
972-879-7900 | DallasPSSA.org

RAINBOW ROLLERS BOWLING LEAGUE
817-540-0303 | rainbow_rollers_league@yahoo.com

TEXAS GAY RODEO ASSOCIATION
214-346-2107 | TGRA.org

SUPPORT
ALCOHOLICS ANONYMOUS LAMBDA
Dallas | 214-264-0222 | DallasAl-Anon.org

BLACK TRANSMEN INC.
1-855-BLK-TMEN | BlackTransMen.org

CANCER SUPPORT COMMUNITY N. TX
Dallas | 214-345-8230

CODEPENDENTS ANONYMOUS
214-766-8939 (Dallas) | 817-834-2119 (Fort
Worth) | CoDependents.org

DRUGREHAB.COM
drugrehab.com/guides/Igbtq | 855-668-8329

FAMILY PRIDE COALITION
817-881-3949

G.E.A.R Gender, Education, Advocacy &
Resources 214-540-4498

GAY AND LESBIAN ALLIANCE OF N. TX
GALANorthTexas.org

GAY LESBIAN ANGER MANG. GROUP
469-328-1980 | Marial33@gmail.com

LAMBDA GROUP NICOTINE ANONYMOUS
214-629-7806 | NICADFW.org

PFLAG-DALLAS
972-77-PFLAG | info@pflagdallas.org

PFLAG-FORT WORTH
817-428-2329

SEX & LOVE ADDICTS ANONYMOUS
Men's Group | 972-458-7762 or 214-673-8092

SHARED HOUSING CENTER
Dallas | 214-821-8510 | SharedHousing.org

TEXAS ANTI BULLYING COALITION
214-632-1588 | txabc.org | stand4kind.com

STONEWALL NARCOTICS ANONYMOUS
5910 Cedar Springs Road | Dallas

YOUTH FIRST
214-879-0400 | youth@myresourcecenter.org
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Ask Howard

How to do the wrong thing right

How in the hail are we already inhaling (or
about to) the summer’s winds of July? Wasn’t
Valentine’s only yesterday? Every year at
this time, | begin hearing an insipidly cloying
television jingle looping through my head. This
year — alongside baseball, hotdogs, apple pie
and Chev’let — I've added an extra qualifier:
You ain’t truly American if you don’t love a
good PB&J.

First: Am | the only one here, or has our
current regime wackily stumble-bummed onto
the astounding feat of successfully spinning
the very paradigm of time itself into some
all Seussian/ dystopia? Even viewing our
civilization dissolve safely from the distance of
my television screen feels like I'm daily astride
a ricocheting rocket through some threadbare,
collapsing wormhole woven of Truffula trees
and Grinch saliva.

As recently as my 2018 Independence Day
column, | spoofed on our First Couple enjoying
the capital’s annual fireworks’ display from
The Truman Balcony: Melania | introduced as
a patriotic vision, all a-swirl in a Pride lavender
Thneed creation (her beaming smile unchar-
acteristically genuine for once) as she proudly
commented to Our Oracle L’Orange that
the color of her gauzily shimmering couture
ensemble was, in fact, the exact Lorax-hued
result of liquifying the American flag. Grace-
lessly spitting the half-wolfed briquette of his
McDonald’s apple pie over Truman’s grace-
fully parabolic railing, our Tangerine-in-Chief
winked, “Later, Mel, you can maybe liquefy me
a little.”

That was then. Currently, Voldetrump, back
on the balcony, has far greater distractions of a
State-level urgency than Mrs. Frigidaire blath-
ering some more of her Slovenian-twanged
nonsense. (Or is it Slovakia? Well, wherever
country it was that he’d mail-ordered her from,
he never could remember — one of those
Eastern European, fallen-commie shitholes...
Albania, maybe? Romania?) That the lovely
shade of her Thneed was the result of pulping
through a Cuisinart the symbolic lodestar
unifying all 49 states (oris it 51 states? Or 477
However many of them there are, as if it mat-
ters beyond an electoral plurality) was all fine
and good, but paled in comparison to what
colorful fun he planned.

“Why not on just one day each year — this
fourth day in the month of July, when the
entire country jubilantly celebrates George
Washington-Carver for chopping down a
cherry tree and successfully lying to his pa
that one of their slaves did it instead (thus he
deserved being punished, the innocent slave
did!) — why, then, on just this one day a year
can'’t that crusty-flaked, French-fried brained
Ronald McDonald patriotically reinstate cherry
pies on his fuckin’ Fourth of July menu... or
at least deliver some redolent, steaming apple
pies of a radiant, interior-warmth equaling
molten lava to The White House — is that too
impossible a civic duty to ask of one clown?”
hisses L'Orange, glowering hysterically over
Truman’s ledge. “Can’t something inside this
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white-elephant’s cum dump just ever run
historically correct? And will somebody turn
those damned shrieking fireworks offl Such
noise, noise, noise! | cannot stand another
second — and not even one cherry pie to
watch 'em by anyhow!”

He turns to the First (ummm) “Lady.” “Mel,
just where in hell’s red glare are the Wash-
ington-Carvers? Did they not receive our
invitation? Or did they also choose just to deny
my inaugural crowd being the largest in Amer-
ican history? And Miss Betsy Rose — Ross?
Where’s that prissy, little thimble-toting bitch?
Are they all, to the cowardly last, a no-show
here at my own... at their own 4th of July
photo-op with me? And on such a perfectly-lit
night out here on the balcony, too—blasphe-
my!”

He leans grimly over the railing again, his
face a Rio Star grapefruit: “Boys, why dontcha
grind up another couple of them Old Glories
— and go find that dominoes-challenged
Barron, too! When Betsy gets here, she can
whip us up each a cape to match Mel’s lilac
number. Screw the Washington-Carvers.

Who needs 'em? Thankfully, the country has
me, then my succession of sons to follow in
continuum, and Mel here to make it all look so
pretty. Yes, if nobody else will, then at least we
three can certainly pose proudly here tonight
before a gallant America, unified together as
one, and make it all look greater than nothing!”

Anyhow, dear readers, I'd intended this to
be but pure tongue-in-cheek satire — a par-
ody of a parody even, so over-the-top | went
with last year’s tableau. Yet therein lies the rub
of satirizing a living character who possess-
es all the moral and mental heft of whipped
helium: One can never flitter above it all quite
lightly enough. Thus, in the vein of, “Don’t
keep repeating the same mistake over and
again to expect a different result,” | thought
that this year, rather than run the same old,
“But, hey, wait, I've got a new Trump com-
plaint,” lineup of the man’s apocryphal patri-
otism-fodder, how ’bout instead we all enjoy
a bit of a holiday cooldown from the seasonal
torpor, and veer toward an unusually refresh-
ing direction — something happily reflective of
simpler times, and summer days of haze when
just a plain old messy peanut butter & jelly
sandwich in one hand and a jar of lightning
bugs in the other was all it took to put a smile
of fulfilled bliss on one’s face.

And for reasons obvious as baseball, hot-
dogs, apple pie and CheV’let, it’s not too pa-
tently often that sweet Howard here receives
any questions from, say, summer recess
elementary school children — that is anyone
under the age of 21 — and rarer still do too
very many of my readers’ personal peccadillos
arrive to me via yellow magic marker on a pink
sheets of construction paper in lettering two
inches tall. Originally, too, I'd miscategorized
this question under the title “heartrending”
instead of its proper “heartwarming” file, where
it should have been placed. | only blame
myself for not being able to correctly decipher

the question | originally thought it asked me to
answer (from the perspective of someone still
learning what even the alphabet is):

Dear Howard: How do | make my perfect
Daddy pee better today than a jellyfish? —
CoralL.

Only through the uninvited assistance of a
visiting friend’s nosily rambunctious kinder-
gartener (rifling higgledy-piggledy through
my office cabinets!) did | suddenly behold
this question’s real wording, first sent to me
a dozen years back — complements of this
sweet tot, who instinctually lurched for the one
beaconing pink sheet of paper amidst a sea
of white, gave it a perfunctory once-over, and
thrust it forth toward his mother, scowling, “I
wish me had some peanut budder and jebwy
sanwish, Momma.” Thus, with said lunch
menu request duly translated, let’s get right
goopy to it.

Dear Howard: How do | make the perfect
peanut butter and jelly sandwich for my Dad-
dy’s birthday wish? — Cora L.

Dear Coral: Whoa, girll Talk about leaping
headfirst into the deep end! This here is
some serious whitewater surf you're treading
into. There is nothing harder in this world
to perfect than the easiest recipe on Earth.
Everywhere you turn, Coraline, there’s always
a different expert offering a better opinion
about something of which he knows nothing
about. There are three ironclad-inviolate rules
for making the perfect PB&J: 1. The bread
must be spongy. 2. The peanut butter silky.
3. The jelly must be grape. Simple as that.
Nothing more. Yet everybody messes it up.

Inevitably, people make the gross mistake
of presuming it can always be tweaked just
a little bit better. It can’t. Simple perfection
means exactly that: Perfect can’t be taken
further. Ever. For instance, replacing smooth
peanut butter with just crunchy leads you ...
where? Nowhere but down a sideroad into
brittle territory, and as everyone knows, Carol,
one must always keep separate their brittles
from their butters, for they are two entirely
separate food entities. Once started down this
twisted path, girl, there ain’t no such thing as
coming back home again. Before you know
it, sweetie, open slaughter lets loose amongst
jellies versus jam — Turkish apricot going in
head-to-head combat against the grapes of
Concorde, and ghastly whole wheat sealing
marshmallowy white bread’s doom is gonna
happen eventually, no matter what outcome
results ultimately from the jelly/jam battle. Then
before you know it, Coraline, perfection per-
sonified has devolved into something of little
more enchantment than the newest “cheat-
day wicked” dessert menu listing of some
Uptown health spa... which suddenly reminds
me: | suppose | should have probably taken a
holiday question or two from my gayer-than-a-
spa-day hardcore base. But hey, it's Indepen-
dence Day, and I'll independently write what |
want to.

Make America great, everybody — Happy
4th!

— Howard Lewis Russell

If you have a question about life, love man-
ners or anything else, send it to AskHoward@
DallasVoice.com and he may answer it ...
even a decade later.



Bleach on stage at JR.’s

Making the SCENE the week of June 28-July 4:

+ 1851 Club: Kiana Lee hosts show at 10:30 p.m. on Friday and Saturday.

+ Alexandre’s: Filter Kings on Saturday. Wayne Smith on Sunday. K-Marie on Tuesday.
Vero Voz on Wednesday.

+ Cedar Springs Tap House: Hangover Brunch at 10 a.m. on Saturday and Sunday.
+ Club Reflection: Sapphire Tailar hosts Twisted Tuesday at 11 p.m.

+ Dallas Eagle: ILSb-ICBB presents Red, White & Blue Balls from 5-10 p.m. on Saturday.
United Court presents Drag in a Bag from 5-9 p.m. on Sunday.

+ Havana: Show starts at 11 p.m. on Thursday.

+ Hidden Door: United Court presents The USO Show benefiting Dallas Hope Charities.
Help celebrate active duty military and veterans and enter the show. Patriotic songs pre-
ferred from 6-10 p.m. on Saturday. T-Bear Club Night from 7-10 p.m.

* JR.’s Bar & Grill: Cassie’s Freak Show at 11 p.m. on Monday.
+ Pekers: Karaoke starts at 9:45 p.m. on Friday and Saturday.

* Round-Up Saloon: The Round-Up Hoe Down Dance Competition with Mike McKinney
on Tuesday at 9 p.m. Saloon Star live singing competition at 10 p.m. on Wednesday.
July Wine Walk at 6 p.m. on Wednesday. The Saloon Girls Drag Show and Lip Sync
Contest hosted by Domita Sanchez at 11 p.m. on Thursday.

+ S4: 50 Years of Pride party with DJ Jay Dallas with 50 years of music from the 70s to
now on Sunday. Independence Day Party begins at 9 p.m. on Wednesday.

+ Sue Ellen’s: Vivienne Vermuth presents Galactic Goddesses on Saturday. Faron at 3:30
and Tyla in the evening on Sunday. Kylee O’hara Fatale hosts The Queerdom at 10:30
on Wednesday.

» The Rose Room: Desi Love Blake on Friday, Saturday and Sunday. Special show on
Wednesday.

+ TMC: The Mining Company: Sasha Andrews hosts Fuego Latin Dance Contest at
11:30 p.m. on Wednesday.

+ Woody’s Sports & Video Bar: Karaoke at 10 p.m. on Sunday. Troy and Spencer host
90s night starting at 9 p.m. on Monday.

+ Zippers: Unzipped Saturdays with DJ Rubix.

Scene Photographers: Kat Haygood, Chad Mantooth,
Nicholas Gonzalez and Stephen Mobley

TMC'’s hot dancers

Tuesday Tease at Sue Ellen’s
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p LIFE+STYLE

best bets

Wednesday O/.03

Red, white and Kaboom!

With the 4th of July coming up, many of us cherish the traditions of spending a day mingling
with loved ones, grilling hotdogs and downing boozy beverages. Then come nightfall, the
day is capped when everyone’s favorite patriotic pyrotechnics light up dark sky with streams
of color. Several spots in DFW will have displays this Thursday, but the behemoth of local
fireworks shows is celebrated a day earlier. Since 1985, Addison’s Kaboom Town has
attracted thousands who gather to enjoy its ginormous fireworks display. The event is free
and will include food vendors, live music and an airshow. But try to arrive early — the space
fills up fast.

DEETS: Addison Circle Park, 4950 Addison Circle Drive. Gates at 4 p.m.,
fireworks at 9:30 p.m. AddisonKaboomTown.com.

Wednesday O7.03 —
Sunday O/.14

New play tackles modern take on birds and the bees

Audiences have a chance to see Cry Havoc Theater Company’s newest
production, Sex Ed — a play that addresses society’s understanding of the
birds and the bees and how the slogan rings in the minds of teenagers.
Part of the Elevator Project Series, Sex Ed tackles subjects such as
abstinence, consent and other issues facing teens in the evolving world of
the post-MeToo era.

DEETS: Hamon Hall inside the Winspear Opera House,
2403 Flora St. ATTPAC.org.

dallasvoice « esen | L BIGMOV | A F'ND 'TA“Z”iREN“

PAUL A5 A7 . .I e INTIMATE ESSENTIALS
NEWMAN N =N . 3 Adult DVD, Novelties, Magazines

ROBERT : N A B/ ; Watch All The Movies In
N N A O e Our World Famous 62 Channel Arcade

KATHARINE Home of the

DIRECTED BY - e - Y4 World Famous
GEORGE ROY HILL o R $8 Movie Pass!

11311 Harry Hines Blvd. #603
Facing Joe Field Plaza on Joe Field
972-243-2707
Sun-Thur 10am-12am

Buy Advance Tickets Online tickets.landmarktheatres.com Fri & Sat 10am-3am

HARRY HINES

Thoctre Tue, July 2 at 2:00 & 7:30PM

illage - {214} 520-0394
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ARTSWEEK

THEATER

The Armor Plays: Cinched and Strapped.
Two feminist, empowered-woman plays by
Selina Fillinger. Final weekend. Theatre 3, 2800
Routh St. in the Quadrangle. Theatre3Dallas.
com.

The Ballad of Little Jo. Musical (based on
the film) about one woman’s dream in the Old
West. Final weekend. Addison Theatre Centre,
15650 Addison Road. WaterTowerTheatre.org.

Drunk Enough to Say | Love You?/Here
We Go. Two one act plays by Caryl Churchill.
Presented by Second Thought Theatre.

Final weekend. Bryant Hall on the Kalita
Humphreys campus, 3636 Turtle Creek Blvd.
SecondThoughtTheatre.com.

Les Miserables. The titanic musical

drama based on Victor Hugo’s sprawling novel
returns to North Texas. Bass Performance Hall,
525 Commerce St., Fort Worth.

Through Sunday. BassHall.com.

Penny Candy. A world premiere commission
from Dallas playwright Jonathan Norton,
about life in Pleasant Grove. Produced

by Dallas Theater Center. Wyly Theatre
Studio, 2400 Flora St. Through July 14.
DallasTheaterCenter.org.

Reykjavik. Steve Yockey’s rolling world
premiere play opens Kitchen Dog Theater’s
New Works Festival, a collision of sex and

calendar highlights

Steve Yockey'’s sexy, scary, funny play ‘Reykjavik’ ends this weekend.

danger. Final weekend. Trinity River Arts
Center, 2600 N. Stemmons Freeway, ste. 180.
KitchenDogTheater.org.

Unveiled: A One Woman Play. Five Muslim
women (all played by the same actress,
playwright Rohina Malik) sip tea and talk about
their stories of faith, culture and prejudice. Final
weekend. Addison Theatre Centre,

15650 Addison Road. WaterTowerTheatre.org.

The View UpStairs. Regional premiere of a
musical about an arson in New Orleans that
killed dozens of gay people. Kalita Humphrey
Theater, 3636 Turtle Creek Blvd.

Through July 7. UptownPlayers.org.

Sweeney Todd: The Demon Barber of Fleet
Street. Sondheim’s masterpiece. Directed by
Joel Ferrell. Circle Theatre, 230 W. 4th St.,
Fort Worth. Through July 13.
CircleTheatre.com

FINE ART
Dior: From Paris to the World. Retrospective

of 70 years of the famed French design house.

Dallas Museum of Art 1717 Harwood St. Free.
Through Sept. 1. DMA.org.

Jonas Wood. Mid-career exhibition of the
modern American painter. Dallas Museum of
Art 1717 Harwood St. Free. Through July 14.
DMA.org.

TUESDAY 07.02

FILM

Butch Cassidy and the Sundance Kid.
One of the films that helped reimagine the
Western for modern audiences as an action
comedy with snark and heart. Screens as
part of the Tuesday Big Movie New Classic
Series, which now includes a matinee.
Landmark’s Magnolia Theatre in the West
Village, 3699 McKinney Ave. Screens at 2 p.m.
and 7:30 p.m.
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To submit an item for inclusion in

For a more complete Community
Calendar online, visit
\___ Tinyurl.com/dvevents.

the Community Calendar, visit
Tinyurl.com/dvevents. )

“l‘\ THE CLUB DAllAs 2616 Swiss Ave,

Dallas
An American Sauna @14 s21-19%
TheClubs.com

REFRESH | RELAX | RE-ENERGIZE

, TX 75204
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COME TO

3000 MAIN ST.
DALLAS, TEXAS
214.528.3865

88 dallasvoice.com

Electric Eric
by @ mystim

THE WAY | LIKE IT

Stimulate Yourself!

“PROUD PLEASURE PROVIDERS”

» B P

1720 W. Mockingbird Ln.
Dallas, TX 75235 - 214-630-7071

(enter in rear behind New Fine Arts)

NewFineAriscn * OPEN 24/7

RS.COM

3
4

PROUD TO

BE YOUR ONE
STOP LEATHER
STORE FOR ALL
“YOUR FETISH
NEEDS

=
-
)i
=
—
—

,
p

WWW.LEATHI

1 2 3 4 5

10 11 12 13

14 15 16
17 18 19
20 21
24
28 29
33 34
36 38
41 42 43
46 47 48
49 50
52 53 54
60
61 63
64 66
Maupin U
Solution on Page78 a u p I n p
Across 58 Sons of, in Hebrew 22 Org. in many

1 Disney film set in China

6 Robin Williams title role

10 Sign over

14 Carol’s opening

15 Penetrating reed

16 Yoked beasts

17 Bear

18 Santa’s got a long one

19 Lemon zest source

20 Armistead Maupin
series now featured
on Netflix

23 Auction actions

24 _ Tin Tin

25 Flowing, for Bernstein

28 Like a Samurai

33 Put down

34 Vegetable soup bean

35 Airline to the land
of the cut

36 “Enterprise” initials

37 She plays Margot Park
in the series

40 Not in the pink

41 Muscle Mary stat

43 Gershwin and Levin

44 Word before “ho!”

46 Shot back

48 Scripture reading

49 South Park’s Big Gay,
etal.

50 Golden years org.

51 She plays Anna
Madrigal in the series

59 Make less difficult
to bear
60 Nuts
61 Leather strap for
a stallion
62 __ and the Detectives
63 Our, to Vivien
64 Tolled
65 Ms. Right-now
66 R.E.M. follower?

Down

1 Ditch in some
Flynn flicks

2 Pac 10 school

3 Lounge about

4 They reproduce
nonheterosexually

5 Bit in the Windy City
Times, e.g.

6 Plays Sheehan’s sport

7 Not much

8 Hashana

9 Hook role for Robin
Williams

10 Tee of Cunt Coloring
Book fame

11 Go off, on Broadway

12 Say “She’s just a
friend” to a jealous
lover, e.g.

13 Put a halt to

21 Rene Auberjonois role

spy movies

25 Linney, who plays
Mary Ann in the series

26 Buddy almost of
The Wizard of Oz

27 Intense sounds in
the sack

28 Holy war

29 Israeli author Oz

30 Disney’s middle name

31 Round of fire

32 Page, who plays
Shawna in the series

34 Old strings

38 Earhart’s velocity

39 Male organs, in slang

42 Like Palm Beach palms
in the wind

45 Kahlo’s tongue

47 One with limbs spread
wide

48 Batting instructor
Charlie

50 “Hello” singer

51 Ready to go in

52 Reposed

53 Isherwood’s ___
Camera

54 Words before “were”

55 Shakespeare’s shrew

56 About, in memos

57 Penetrate slowly

58 Cold response
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ESTATE PLANNING - PROBATE » BUSINESS LAW
= Wills = Probate of Wills
= Powers of Attorney
= Trusts & Asset Protection
= Advanced Directives
= Business Law
3710 Rawlins Street, Suite 950

Rebecca S. Covell

(214) 443-0300
rebecca@covellpc.com

Dallas, TX 75219 = covellpc.com

Dale Holdman, BS, MA.
Relationship and Certified Divorce Coach
» Don’t Make the Six Biggest Mistakes
| inDivorce.

' * Regain you’re Footing during and
after Divorce.

» Did you just start a new relationship?
Start it off on the best path possible.
Call today and schedule your
complementary 45-minute session today.

214-557-0690
www.coaching beyond.com

“Moving |

Fantastic

L
a
®
READERS VOICE
AWARDS 2018
VOTED 8 YEARS & COUNTING o
o
s - dalas voicn 1alas woic) 3
Fluwee WETTR
[=]
- o
A e N
' olce awards =
rvaiss -l VO BEEEE o ool

| ﬁéphanigﬂall

| Attorney at Law

Family Law LGBT Issues

Cohabitation Agreements,  Specializing In Family,

Adoption, Child Custody, Estate Planning,

Divorce, Property Division, Property Agreements
Child Support & Divisions

Estate planning and Probate

Wills, Medical & Durable Powers of Attorney,
Guardianship, Litigation
4514 Cole Ave. o Suite 600 ® Dallas, TX 75205
214-522-3343 e ladylawsah.com

Not certified by the Texas Board of Legal Specialization

972-302-8662

Real Estate

Call us today to find out why people rely on us!

Phil Hobson

Founder/Realtor®

214.659.3624

phil@hgrouphomes.com
www.hgrouphomes.com

LTSN (M BERKSHIRE HATHAWAY
AGENTS AND RRAGR R

TOP PRODUCERS PenFed Realty Texas

INDALLAS 2018 m @
sonron T

Your calling card for LGBT Texas business
For information on adverrtising, call us at:
214-754-8710 ext. 110. Visit us online at:
dallasvoice.com/marketplace

dallasvoice.com

The Premier Media Source for LGBT Texas

Employment

Florist hiring: Floral designers,
phone and front counter help
for immediate positions.
Must apply in person at:

301 N. Garland Ave.
Garland, TX 75040
(972)494-0252

THE

PAINTER

Specializing In Interior Painting
25 Years Experience
Free Estimated
Extremely Meticulous
TONY R.
972-754-1536

TonyRThePainter @netscape.com

dallasvoice 89

06.28.19



Your calling card for LGBT Texas business
For information on adverrtising, call us at:
214-754-8710 ext. 110. Visit us online at:
dallasvoice.com/marketplace

dallasvoice.com

The Premier Media Source for LGBT Texas

“| Real Estate |

Perfect
AGENT
Perfect
HOME

Perfect

LISTING
et

LET'S MAKE A
DEAL!

Todd Maley

www.mrealtygroup.com
toddmaley@aol.com

214-564-9598

Proudly
lew Serving
the LGBT
Keller Yiliams Community

TOM MORROW
214. 770 6964

DAVE
PER KX
MILLER

LET ME HELP YOU
MO_VE INTO THE AREA!
i

“/Real Estate |

TIM STOLL

214-868-2959
www.timstoll.com

Hh

TIM STOLL
REAL ESTATE

BEOCERED BY
&\\ IATES EE_
RI'!\['I'()_RS =

NORTH TEXAS
[*Jc]L]s]r]

CHAMBER MEMBER

< Real Estate

urban dallas

oak lawn

uptown
co LLI N S turtle creek

REAI.TOR
AndrewCollinsRealior@Gmail.com

214.668.8287

| Gife |

realty

] L]
L= [SS

~ All One Bedroom Community
With Immediate Move In!

Call About Our

SPECIALS!

/e
DFW LGBTQ EVENTS CALENDAR

www.dfwgaylive.com

POST AND PROMOTE YOUR EVENT - FREE
ADD CALENDARS TO YOUR WEBSITE

View event calendar on DallasVoice.com and DFWGayLIVE.com

RIECACLE RO RS

Y CENTER R LHUIH

@]73[]8 63][]@hns@dallascﬂycentercom

“ Real Estate |

~¥/2NTHERIOT

MORTGAGE GROUP

zZ1FAIRWAY

INDEPENDENT MORTGAGE CORPORATION

LUXURY I\/IORTGAGE
EXPERIENCE SN

Contact me TODAY 7 -
for all your 4
Home Loan needs! '

BEST

214-789-5888

THERIOTMORTGAGE.COM -1
6060 NORTH CENTRAL EXPRESSWAY R/
SUITE 500, DALLAS, TX 75206

06.28.19
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Male Dancers/Entertainers
for the upcoming Dallas Pride events.

Talent will be paid for event date
of Sunday, June 2, 2019. Please send
application inquires and photography to:
magnumclubdallas@gmail.com

MAGNUM

DALLAS

Home Services

*
NORTHSTAR

ROOFING * FENCING * GUTTERS
WWW.NORTHSTARRFG.cOM

MAIN: 214.274.5596
WE GUIDE YOU,...IN THE RIGHT DIRECTION

MORRIS 8 TIM
GARCIA PHILLIPS

CHIEF OPERATIONS OPERATIONS
OFFICER TIM@NORTHSTARRFG.COM

972-489-4130 972-9357926

Home Services

AIR CONDITIONING n
& HEATING
SERVICE * SALES - INSTALLS Promer
ALL MAJOR BRANDS EXCEPTIONAL
RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL Service!

VISA, MC, AMX, DISC
SERVING THE LGBT COMMUNITY FOR OVER 20 YEARS ! 214.522.2805
214.923.7904

JadeAirDallas.com

Tree Services

723 N. Marsalis Ave.
Dallas, TX 75203
469-660-6012

v.mayorquinl23@gmail.com
Fully Insured

(972) 276-0893
Male Power and More!
$9.95 Head Cleaners.

AUL'MALE
LIVE{CHAT”

ALL ACCESS

FREE !
L 214.270.1300

DALLAS 972.220.0709

rorT worTH 817.204.0432
= otHer ciTies 1.877.510.3344

HARDLINECHAT.COM s RN

Social Media

) '171"" LN
How BlG is your
Social Media Footprint?

Let us help you
achieve RESULTS with

Social Media Management!

dallasvoice

The Premier Media Source for LGBT Texas

- Social Media Manager
214.754.8710 - dallasvoice.com/social-media-management-services

Your calling card for LGBT Texas business
For information on adverrtising, call us at:
214-754-8710 ext. 110. Visit us online at:
dallasvoice.com/marketplace

dallasvoice.com

The Premier Media Source for LGBT Texas
Home Services

EDDIE’S

QUALITY PAINTING

TaPE, BED & TEXTURE
METicuLous & ATTENTION TO DETAIL
POWER WASHING

469-471-8618

25 YeARs EXPERIENCE!
SATISFACTION GUARANTEED!
NEeaT, CLEAN & RELIABLE

Dallas:

(214) 269-1972

www.megamates.com 18+

dallasvoice 91
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LOVE WINS

HAPPY NATIONAL
PRIDE MONTH!

g

PERFORMING ARTS FORT WORTH PRESENTS THE

2019-2020 BROADWAY#BASS SEASON

DECEMBER 3 - 8, 2019

NIH-Y' e cinfl FR5M WA © SUI_fERSTAR

nAaq C
g
BROADWAY S GREATEST MUSCAL ) aitrearniia ol ‘ _
. JANDARTM-19.2080 <] B 23, JULY 7-12, 2020 AUGUST 11 - 16, 2020 AUGUST 25 - 30, 2020

WWW.BASSHALL.COM CONNECTWITHUS: [§ B ©




