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The city of Dallas Fair Housing and Human Rights 
Ordinance makes it illegal to discriminate against a 

person in regards to:

Race | Color | Religion | Sex | National Origin | 
Handicap (Mental or Physical) | Familial Status 

(Children Under 18) | Source of Income  
(social security, spousal support, child support  
or veterans with housing assistance vouchers) | 

Sexual Orientation | Gender Identity 

The actions that are covered by the 
City Ordinance are:

RENTAL, including leasing, using and keeping a 
unit, and property management; 

SALES, including brokers, sales agents, lenders, 
mortgage brokers, insurance agents and sellers;

ADVERTISEMENT, including brokers, sales 
agents, lenders, mortgage brokers, insurance agents 
and sellers;

EMPLOYMENT, including brokers, sales agents, 
lenders, mortgage brokers, insurance agents 
and sellers;

PUBLIC ACCOMMODATION, service 
in restaurants, theaters, retail store, and non-
governmental public services (relative to sexual 
orientation only). 

If you suspect discrimination in these areas and 
wish to file a complaint call:

214-670-FAIR (3247)

CITY OF DALLAS 
FAIR HOUSING OFFICE
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Jacksonville trans community 
fears serial killer may be  
targeting them

Three transgender women have been shot to 
death since February in Jacksonville, Fla., and 
community activists there say they believe the 
shootings are the work of a serial killer.

Celine Walker, 36, was found shot to death 
inside a hotel room on Feb. 4; Antash’a English, 
38, was found wounded between two abandoned 
houses on June 1 and later died at a hospital, and 
Cathalina Christina James, 24, was found shot to 
death at a hotel last Sunday, June 24.

The fourth victim, who was not publicly identi-
fied, was shot five times on June 8 but survived.

According to NBCNews.com, local activists say 

they believe the survivor was a victim of a domes-
tic abuse and that the attack on her is not related 
to the other shootings. 

The Jacksonville Sheriff’s Office is investigating 
the three killings as separate cases and released a 
statement saying that at this point it has no reason 
to believe that the murders are related, NBC News 
reports.

But the city’s trans community isn’t buying it. 
Not only do activists believe the murders are the 
work of one person, they say that by continuing to 
misgender the victims, law enforcement is not only 
being disrespectful but possibly hampering the 
investigation, too.

Gina Duncan, director of transgender equality 
for Equality Florida and chair of TransAction Flori-
da, said in a statement released June 26 that the 
city’s transgender community “is frightened. They 

fear this could be a serial killer or orchestrated 
violence targeting the community. They do not feel 
protected on their own streets. By misgendering 
these transgender women, the JSO disrespects 
their memory and impedes their own investiga-
tions.” 

JSO has not named any suspects in any of 
the shootings, but have said they are looking for 
a man in a beige car in connection with James’ 
death. And before she died, English said that the 
man who shot her had driven away in a gray, four-
door vehicle.

— Tammye Nash

Gay Groves councilman  
may be recalled

More than enough signatures have been sub-
mitted to recall Cross Coburn, 19, from the Groves 
City Council.

Coburn was elected last year at the age of 18. 
The mayor and others circulated the petition after 
nude pictures of him taken from Grindr were sent 
to City Hall, according to the Port Arthur News.

Groves is close to the Gulf, between Port Arthur 
and Orange near the Louisiana border. The popu-
lation is about 15,700.

Coburn told TV station KFDM that whoever sent 
the pictures to City Hall had a grudge against him.

“I felt like I was being harassed,” Coburn said. 
“Discriminated against because I’m a young gay 
man on city council.”

Everyone agrees that Coburn did nothing illegal, 
but Groves city officials said public officials should 
be held to a higher standard. The mayor discussed 
the issue with both the police and the city human 

resource department.
“Personally I think it’s unbecoming of a public 

official, regardless of age,” Mayor Brad Bailey said, 
according to the Port Arthur News.

Coburn said he’s being harassed. City officials 
would like him to resign. If he doesn’t, a recall 
election will be held during the November general 
election.

— David Taffet

Toyota hosts Texas Equality  
Business Conference

The North Texas GLBT Chamber of Commerce 
held its annual Texas Equality Business Confer-
ence yesterday at Toyota’s new U.S. headquarters 
in Plano. Angela Hale, Cece Cox and Shelly Skeen 
opened the conference. Mark David Gibson, 
author of Served in Silence, delivered the keynote 
address during lunch.

Hale explained the strategy for the next 
legislative session. She said they’re hoping the 
bathroom bill doesn’t reappear but are preparing 
for a barrage of bills that include religious refusal 
legislation and laws rolling back local nondiscrimi-
nation ordinances.

Skeen provided a number of statistics. Ac-
cording to the Williams Institute, 770,000 adults 
in Texas, or 3.8 percent of the population, identify 
as LGBT. In addition, 158,500 youth do as well. 
Included in those numbers are 125,330 transgen-
der adults or .66 percent of the population. Texas 
had 83,000 same-sex couples with 18 percent of 
those couples raising an adopted child, compared 
to only 3 percent of straight couples.

— David Taffet

The Turtle Creek Chorale concert at First 
Presbyterian Church in Tyler on June 24 
opened with a standing ovation, and the 
performance went up from there. The Tyler 
JVUJLY[ ^HZ [OL ZL]LU[O HUK ÄUHS WLYMVY-
mance of the chorus’ four-city Friendship 
;V\Y [OH[ RPJRLK VɈ H[ ;LTWSL :OHSVT VU 
June 16. This past weekend, the chorale 
[YH]LSLK [V ;\SZH� 3P[[SL 9VJR� :OYL]LWVY[ 
and Tyler to sing at churches, a college 
and the Bill Clinton Presidential Library in 
Arkansas.
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THEGAYAGENDA
Have an event coming up? Email your 
information to Managing Editor Tammye 
Nash at nash@dallasvoice.com or Senior Staff 
Writer David Taffet at taffet@dallasvoice.com 
by Wednesday at 5 p.m. for that week’s issue. 

JUNE
• Through June 30: Pride at City Hall
The exhibit The Impact of HIV/AIDS in 
Dallas on display in the lobby of Dallas 
City Hall, 1500 Marilla St. 

• June-September: Pride at the Library 
From UNT’s LGBT Archive, the library 
will exhibit collections from UNT’s LGBT 
Archive, documenting the history and 
culture of the LGBT community in Dallas 
at the J. Erik Jonsson Central Library, 
Dallas History & Archives (7th floor), 1515 
Young St.

• June 29-July 1: Beyond Vanilla
Beyond Vanilla takes place at the 
Doubletree Inn, 4099 Valley View Lane, 
Farmers Branch. Day passes $75. Tickets at 
Eventbrite.com.

• June 30: QueerBomb
Meet in Main Street Garden as DJ Wylie 
spins and local groups host tables at 7 
p.m. in Main Street Garden, 1902 Main St. 
Facebook.com/qbdallas.

• June 30: Pridenton
Big Pride in Lil D from 1-8 p.m. at Denton 
County Courthouse on the Square, 110 W. 
Hickory St.

• June 30: Pride San Antonio
Crockett Park

JULY
• July 1: Sunday Fundayz
DJ Snow White hosts dancing, burlesque, 
bingo drag show at night club grand 
opening from 3-10 p.m. at Legacy VYNL, 
5800 Legacy Drive, C-11, Plano. 

• July 9: Mr. Gay Texas America
Preliminary to Mr. Gay America 2019 
emceed by Chanel LaMasters at 9 p.m. at 
the Rose Room, 3911 Cedar Springs Road. 
$20.

• July 10: Resource Center tour
Resource Center CEO Cece Cox leads a 
behind-the-scenes tour of the center’s 
community center at 5750 Cedar 

Springs Road. RSVP to development@
mysresourcecenter.org.

• July 10: Grief support group
LGBT grief support group for people who 
have lost a same-sex partner from 6:45-8 
p.m. at Oak Lawn Library, 4100 Cedar 
Springs Road.

• July 10-13: Miss Gay Texas America
Preliminary to Miss Gay America 2019 
emceed by Miss Gay Texas America 2007 
Chanel LaMasters at 9 p.m. on preliminary 
nights July 10 and 11, at 10:30 p.m. for 
review show on July 12 and at 9 p.m. 
for finals at The Rose Room, 3911 Cedar 
Springs Road. $10 on July 10-12 and $25 
on July 13.

• July 13: Pride happy hour
Monthly DFW Pride happy hour from 
5:30-7:30 p.m. at Zatar Lebanese Tapas & 
Bar, 2825 Commerce St. 

• July 13-14: Texas Transgender 
Nondiscrimination Summit
The 10th annual Texas Transgender 
Nondiscrimination Summit will be held at 
the University of Houston Student Center, 
4800 Calhoun Road, Houston. Register at 
TxTNS.org/summit. 

• July 14: Lambda Legal women’s brunch
The women of Lambda Legal’s Dallas 
Leadership Committee hold a fundraising 
wine and brunch with entertainment 
by Anton Shaw at 11 a.m. at Times Ten 
Cellars, 6324 Prospect Ave.

• July 17: Classic Chassis Car Club
See, share and enjoy classic cars the third 
Tuesday of each month at 6:30 p.m. at  
JR.’s Bar & Grill, 3923 Cedar Springs Road. 

• July 17: Priscilla, Queen of the Desert
CineWilde presents the classic gay film at 
9 p.m. at the Texas Theatre, 231 Jefferson 
Blvd. Tickets at boxoffice.printtixusa.com.

• July 21: Orange You Glad It’s Gaybingo
Monthly fundraiser for Resource Center 
takes place from 6-9 p.m. at the Rose 
Room at S4, 3911 Cedar Springs Road. 
214-540-4458. MyResourceCenter.org/
gaybingo.

• July 24: Resource Center tour
CEO Cece Cox leads a behind-the-scenes 
tour of Resource Center from 5-6:30 p.m. 

at 5750 Cedar Springs Road. RSVP to 
kfields@myresourcecenter.org.

• July 27: Black Tie Dinner On Stage
Performing Arts Fort Worth hosts “Black 
Tie Dinner: On Stage” featuring special 
entertainment, highlights of Bass Hall’s 
upcoming season, backstage tours and 
a special presentation on the upcoming 
Black Tie Dinner: VISIBLE at 6:30 p.m. at 
Bass Performance Hall,  525 Commerce St., 
Fort Worth. $25. 

• July 28: Down to Float 4: Candy Land
Impulse Group Dallas presents Down to 
Float 4 with Vanessa “Vanjie” Mateo from 
season 10 of RuPaul’s Drag Race, DJ Joe 

Gauthreaux and special guest host and 
artist Blake McIver from 2-7 p.m. at 7044 
Royal Lane. $20-70. DownToFloat4.com

AUGUST
• August 4: TX Latino Pride pool party
Music by DJ Charlie Phresh, photo booth 
and open bar from 5-9 p.m. at Sisu, 2508 
Maple Ave. $15. Tickets at Eventbrite.com.  

• August 9: BTD Sneak Peek
Black Tie announces awards and speakers 
from 6:30-8:30 p.m. Location to be 
announced.

• August 14: Resource Center tour
Resource Center CEO Cece Cox leads a 

)PN 7YPKL PU 3P[[SL +� [OL +LU[VU 7YPKL L]LU[� [HRLZ WSHJL :\UKH` H[ [OL +LU[VU *V\U[` *V\Y[OV\ZL� 
:LL SPZ[PUNZ MVY KL[HPSZ�

• Weekly: Lambda Weekly H[ � W�T� VU :\U-
KH` VU � �� 2565�-4 ^P[O +H]PK ;HɈL[� 3LYVUL 
Landis and the late Patti Fink. This week’s guests 
artists and organizers of MariconX; Leadership 
Lambda Toastmasters NH`�PKLU[PÄLK ;VHZ[THZ-
ters group meets from 6:30-8 p.m. every Monday 
at the First Unitarian Church, 4015 Normandy 
Road (does not meet on Mondays that are 
holidays); United Black Ellument hosts discus-
ZPVU VU /0=�(0+: PU [OL ISHJR JVTT\UP[` �<), 
Connected) at 7 p.m. every fourth Tuesday of the 
month at 3918 Harry Hines Blvd.; Core Group 
Meeting every 1st and 3rd Tuesday of the month 
at 7 p.m.; Fuse game night every Monday 
evening except the last of the month at 8 p.m. at 
the Fuse space in the 3918 Harry Hines Blvd.; 
FuseConnect every Wednesday from 7 p.m. 
For more information call or e-mail Jalenzski at 
214-760-9718 ext. 3 or Jalenzski@myresource-
center.org. LGBT square dancing group Pegasus 
Squares TLL[Z L]LY` :\UKH` MYVT �!��¶�!�� 

p.m. at Grace United Methodist Church, 4105 
1\UP\Z :[� -VY TVYL PUMV� LTHPS WLNHZ\ZZX\HYLZ'
gmail.com; Dallas Frontrunners meet for a walk 
or run on the Katy Trail at Oak Lawn Park, Turtle 
*YLLR HUK /HSS :[YLL[� L]LY` >LKULZKH` H[ �!�� 
W�T� HUK L]LY` :H[\YKH` H[   H�T�" Leadership 
Lambda Toastmasters practices and develops 
ZWLHRPUN HUK SLHKLYZOPW ZRPSSZ MYVT �!��¶� W�T� 
VU ;\LZKH`Z H[ -PYZ[ <UP[HYPHU *O\YJO� [OPYK ÅVVY 
VM [OL /HSSTHU )\PSKPUN� ���� :[� (UKYL^Z" Gray 
Pride support group from 11:30 a.m.-1 p.m. 
followed by mixer every Monday at Resource 
*LU[LY� ���� *LKHY :WYPUNZ 9VHK" Lambda AA 
meets at 7 a.m., noon, 6 p.m. 8 p.m. and 11 p.m. 
HUK OHZ H TLU»Z TLL[PUN H[ �� H�T� VU :H[\Y-
days and meets at 10:30 a.m. and 1 p.m. on 
:\UKH` H[ ���� >� 4VJRPUNIPYK 3HUL 
���� *HSS 
214-267-0222 for details; DVtv in Spayse, news 
and entertainment discussion live streaming 
L]LY` -YPKH �̀ �¶� W�T�� VU [OL :WH`ZL :[H[PVU 
YouTube channel.
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Meet Travis, a 5-year-old, black-and-white shepherd/Australian 
cattle dog mix weighing 31 pounds — a little guy with the sweetest 
personality. He can be a little shy at first, but once he gets to know 
you he is a total love that likes being petted all over but really loves 
head and ear scratches. He’s quiet, laidback and easygoing and 
would love a nice person to cuddle and enjoy quiet time with. He’s 
a gentle, affectionate boy who will be a wonderful companion 
to anyone who shows him love. Travis has been neutered and 
microchipped and is current on all age-appropriate vaccinations. 
He is heartworm positive, but his treatments will be FREE once he is 
adopted. Come meet him today. #163067

 Travis is waiting for you at the SPCA of Texas’ Jan Rees-Jones 

Animal Care Center in Dallas, 2400 Lone Star Drive (near I-30 and 
Hampton Road). Hours are noon-6 p.m. Sun-Wed and noon-7 p.m. 
Thurs-Sat. Regular adoption fees are $100 for puppies and kittens 
aged 0-6 months, $50 for adult dogs and cats aged 6 months or 
older, $25 for senior dogs or cats aged 7 years and older and $25 
for VIP dogs and cats (available for adoption for 30 days or more.) 
Fee includes spay/neuter surgery, age-appropriate vaccinations, 
a heartworm test for dogs six months and older and a FIV/FeLV 
test for cats 4 months and older, initial flea/tick preventative 
and heartworm preventative, a microchip, 30 days of PetHealth 
Insurance provided by PetPlan, a free 14-day wellness exam with 
VCA Animal Hospitals, a free year-long subscription to Activ4Pets, a 
rabies tag and a free leash. Call 214-742-SPCA (7722) or visit today.

behind-the-scenes tour of the center’s 
community center at 5750 Cedar 
Springs Road. RSVP to development@
mysresourcecenter.org.

• Aug. 14: Grief support group
LGBT grief support group for people who 
have lost a same-sex partner from 6:45-8 
p.m. at Oak Lawn Library, 4100 Cedar 
Springs Road.

• Aug. 18: Geek Chic Gaybingo
Monthly fundraiser for Resource Center 
takes place from 6-9 p.m. at the Rose 
Room at S4, 3911 Cedar Springs Road. 
214-540-4458. MyResourceCenter.org/
gaybingo.

• Aug. 21: Classic Chassis Car Club

See, share and enjoy classic cars the third 
Tuesday of each month at 6:30 p.m. at  
JR.’s Bar & Grill, 3923 Cedar Springs Road. 

• Aug. 25: Austin Pride

• Aug. 28: Resource Center tour
CEO Cece Cox leads a behind-the-scenes 
tour of Resource Center from 5-6:30 p.m. 
at 5750 Cedar Springs Road. RSVP to 
kfields@myresourcecenter.org.

• Aug. 28: Stonewall Democrats Tarrant 
County
Texas Association of Business CEO Chris 
Wallace speaks at a Stonewall Democrats 
Tarrant County fundraiser at 5:30 p.m. at Lou 
Lambert and James Smith’s river retreat, 4701 
White Settlement Road, Fort Worth. $50.

Minus the Hassle
17 DFW locations to serve you. 

pspcares.com

$5off
Any Purchase $30 or more

Must be a Preferred Pet Club member. Sign up in store today. It’s easy. STORE COUPON. May be redeemed at 
Pet Supplies Plus only. Must be a Preferred Pet Club member. One coupon per household please. No cash value. 
No cash back. Not valid on the purchase of gift cards or prior purchases. May not be combined wth any other offer. 

OFFER VALID THRU July 31, 2018

HAPPY
4th of Doggie Treats

DAY!
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ue to what orga-
nizer Daniel Scott 
Mullens-Spencer de-
scribed as “unfore-
seen circumstanc-
es, gentri�cation 
and construction,” 
QueerBomb 2018 

had to make some last-minute changes.
Instead of being held June 16 at a Deep 

Ellum club as originally planned, the event 
has been moved to this Saturday, June 30, at 
the Main Street Garden Park, 1902 Main St., 
in downtown Dallas.

Mullens-Spencer said organizers were 
forced to scale things down a bit this year, 
but those who attend can still expect a rous-
ing tribute to living authentically and with 
pride.

“QueerBomb is a remembrance of the 
Stonewall uprising 
[in 1969 in New York 
City],” he explained. 
“At its very root, 
that’s what Pride is 
about. That’s why we 
celebrate Pride. Dal-
las has its parade and 
festival in September 
each year, and that’s 
quirky and fun. But 
we think it’s import-
ant to remember why 
we have Pride.

“We want people 
to remember why it 
is revolutionary to celebrate yourself on 
Main Street, and QueerBomb provides that 
moment for our community every year,” 

Mullens-Spencer 
continued. “De-
spite all the prog-
ress we may have 
made, there are 
still so many ways 
in which we do 
not have equality 
and justice in our 
community. And 
these days, with 
everything that is 
happening, it is 
more important 
than ever to  be out 
there, be visible and be ourselves.

“It is important for us to shine, now more 

than ever.”
One thing that sets QueerBomb apart 

each year is that organizers neither solicit 
nor accept corporate sponsorships.

“We raise funds throughout the year, and 
we do have some local individuals who 

have helped out a whole lot over the years,” 
Mullens-Spencer said. “But nothing there 
will be ‘brought to you by Bud Light,’ and 

no one will be 
trying to get you 
to change your 
electricity pro-
vider.”

But one thing 
there de�nitely 
will be at Queer-
Bomb is the 
chance to edu-
cate yourself and 
get involved with 
the community 
and its organiza-
tions.

“There will be a lot of really import-
ant causes represented” at the rally, Mul-

lens-Spencer said. “We have a really lovely 
line-up of local organizations that will have 
tables there, and at least a couple of groups 
will be there registering voters. That is ex-
tremely important this year, that our com-
munity be registered to vote and that we go 

and vote.”
While this year’s QueerBomb will be “a 

scaled-down event,” with no of�cial after 

party, it will still include time for mingling, 
a Pride rally featuring popular local enter-
tainers and a march through Deep Ellum, 
Mullens-Spencer said. “The march this year 
will be a little longer than it has been before. 
A lot of people asked for that.”

Rose Room entertainer Raquel Blake 
will be the emcee for the rally, and guest 
speakers include Jenny Nguyen from a 
newly-formed queer Muslim group, and 
LULAC representative and LGBT Dreamer 
Armando Martinez, both of whom “repre-
sent a lot of issues that are very timely, es-
pecially give the news of the last few days,” 
Mullens-Spencer said, referring to abusive 
immigration policies implemented at the 
country’s southern border and a Supreme 

Court ruling upholding Trump’s ban on 
immigrants from certain majority Muslim 
countries.

Entertainer and trans activist Nicole 
O’hara Munro and trans activist and inter-
net personality Krista de la Rosa will also 

speak at the rally.
Singers Jada Pin-

kett Fox and Chris 
Chism will perform, 
and DJ Wylie will 
spin the music.

“Even with all the 
setbacks this year, 
we are expecting to 
have a whole lot of 
fun,” Mullens-Spen-
cer said. “Queer-
Bomb is an expres-
sion of our Pride 
and our love for our-
selves and our com-

munity, and QueerBomb will happen, no 
matter what. That’s a truly beautiful thing, 
especially this year.”                                       █

QueerBomb 2018: An explosion of Pride
Annual event will happen, despite last-minute changes

TAMMYE NASH  c  4HUHNPUN ,KP[VY
nash@dallasvoice.com

Chris Chism DJ Wylie Jada Pinkett Fox Nicole O’hara Munro

Raquel BlakeKrista de la RosaJenny Nguyen
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QueerBomb 2018: An explosion of Pride
Annual event will happen, despite last-minute changes

Nicole O’hara Munro

heresa Wade Hughes, 
currently employed with 
the Federal Aviation Ad-
ministration and retired 
from the U.S. military, 
will be narrator tonight 
(Friday, June 29) for “The 
Dream Goes On,” a con-

cert by Resounding Harmony to bene�t 
Folks of Honor.

The concert begins at 7:30 p.m. at United 
Methodist Church of Preston Hollow, 6315 
Walnut Hill Lane. Tickets are $25 for adults, 
$10 for children ages 10-13 and free for those 
under 10.

Folds of Honor is a nonpro�t organiza-
tion that provides educational scholarships 
to spouses and children of America’s fall-
en and disabled service-members. Mark 
Knight, board chair for Resounding Harmo-
ny, said that to honor the organization’s mis-
sion, tonight’s concert will feature “a mix of 
songs, but it does have a patriotic slant.”

Songs being performed include “Salute 

to the Armed Forces;” “Blades of Grass,” 
which is a memorial song honoring fallen 
veterans; “This Day,” which is intended to 
inspire hope for to the loved ones of fallen 
veterans, and “You Will Be Found,” from 
the Broadway musical Dear Evan Hanson, 
which reassures everyone that they are val-
ued and that they are not alone.

Flags at the event will be presented by a 
wheelchair honor guard.

As with all Resounding Harmony con-
certs, all proceeds will go to the chosen ben-
e�ciary organization.

Founded in 2008 by former Turtle Creek 
Chorale artistic director Tim Seelig, Re-
sounding Harmony started with a mix of 
members from TCC, The Women’s Chorus 
of Dallas and church choirs from around 
the city. Now under the leadership of Artis-
tic Director Russ Rieger, with accompanist 
Antoine Spencer, the chorus stays true to its 
original mission.

“We are the only philanthropic communi-
ty chorus around,” Knight explained. “Mu-
sical philanthropy — ‘Giving where we’re 
living,’ as our mission says — is what we 
are all about. We’re different from other lo-
cal choruses, because they are out there to 
make a pro�t, and we are out there to give 

money away. Every concert we do is a bene-
�t for a speci�c local organization.”

Other Resounding Harmony bene�cia-
ry organizations have included the Make 
A Wish Foundation, Wounded Warriors, 
CASA, Mommies in Need, and the Ashley 
Bear Project.

Because the concerts are intended to 
raise money for nonpro�ts, Resounding 
Harmony’s leaders and members work 
hard to keep expenses as low as possible 
to maximize donations to bene�ciaries. 
Knight said RH singers buy their own 
music, buy their own concert attire and 
pay any travel expenses out of their own 
pockets.

“They do whatever they need to do to 
make sure that we can give away as many 
dollars as possible,” he said. 

That’s also why, he continued, this con-
cert is being held at UMC of Preston Hol-
low: because the church offered use of the 
venue free of charge. That not only helps 
maximize donations, Knight said, it also 
helps keep ticket prices reasonable.

Resounding Harmony has given away  
“just under $400,000” in its 10 years, and 
Knight noted that members also donate 
their own time and energy to other chari-
table causes such as events for children in 
shelters, FAA Veterans Day programs, the 
Ashley Bear Project and many more.

“We have had as many as 125 singers 
perform in concert. For this concert, we 
have about 50 people singing. They have re-
hearsed since January, two hours every Sun-
day. This is an exceptional group of people, 
and this will be an exceptional concert.”    █
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Organizers used the word ‘maricon’ to reclaim it from the haters

DAVID TAFFET  |  :LUPVY :[HɈ >YP[LY
[HɈL['KHSSHZ]VPJL�JVT

LatinX, artistic and proud

he word “maricon” 
in MariconX — an art 
exhibit at the Latino 
Cultural Center being 
staged by Arttitude — 
means “faggot.”

Lex Treviño, one of 
the organizers of the ex-

hibit, said he used the word in the exhibi-
tion title to reclaim it. The “X,” he explained, 
is the “X” adopted in words like “Latinx” to 
be gender-inclusive. The idea is to offer a 
safe space for local LGBT mostly Latinx art-
ists who don’t have a platform to showcase 
their work. 

Seven local artists have their work on dis-
play here through the end of July.

Olivia Peregrino’s photos are of lesbians 
families in Mexico “where they’re still �ght-
ing for equality,” she said. Body positivity 
is a theme in her work, and she’s creating a 
series done both in Dallas and in Mexico in-
cluding different races, religions and sexual 
orientations.

Sensuality is the theme of Debra Gloria’s 
black and white photography. She said her 
Facebook page was taken down after she 
posted one of her pictures that included a 
nipple. That censored photo hangs in the 
exhibit uncensored. She wondered aloud 
if part of the problem with that image was 
that the couple was interracial.

Her method is to interview the model — 
she uses nonprofessionals — in her studio, 
which she called a safe zone. “Trust is im-
portant to me,” she said.

Enrique de Altamirano designs fashion 
dresses, and has been “doing fashion since 
I was 14,” he said. 

He designs for quinceañeras and wed-
dings. For the show, he designed for Marie 
Antoinette and Juliette. He said he’d like to 
do a series of dresses for women through 
history, beginning with Cleopatra.

Armando Sebastian said, “I’ve been draw-
ing since I was a kid, painting for eight.” 
He’s inspired by Mexican folk art, and his 
characters look akin to Frida Kahlo’s.

He doesn’t use models for his paintings. 
Instead, “I’ll write poetry, and the poem 
becomes the picture,” he said. “Music be-
comes a picture.”

His piece “Orlando Dreaming” is in mem-
ory of the Pulse massacre. A tattoo on one 
victim’s arm reads, “come out be yourself.” 

Marco Saucedo paints with acrylic and 

spray paint to bring to life memories of his 
childhood.

“I was undocumented and gay,” he said. 
“Both have a shame associated with them.”

Not feeling welcome is a theme he devel-
ops in his paintings; it is a feeling, he said, 
that comes from moving to San Antonio at 
the age of four and not speaking English.

Trevino wanted a trans artist included, so 
he asked Jayla 
Wilkerson to 
create sever-
al pieces for 
the show. Her 
painting The 
Daily Struggle 
shows a wom-
an getting 
ready for her 
day 

“The wig, 
the razor — 
the hardest 
part of the 
day for a trans 
woman,” 
Wilkerson 
said.

Her work, 
In Appreci-
ation of the 
Turtle Creek 
Chorale, hon-
ors the cho-
rus’ 24-hour 
transgender 
concert last year to commemorate trans 
lives lost to violence. The concert was per-
formed with the Los Angeles Transgender 
Chorus. The painting shows TCC artistic di-
rector Sean Baugh at the piano with a view 
of downtown as seen from Trinity Groves in 
the background.

Arttitude is staging MariconX events 
around the state. All feature local LGBT Lat-
inx artists from the area where each display 
is staged. Most have been pop-up events 
rather than gallery exhibitions like in Dal-
las. In Austin they held a one-day pop-up 
in Cherry Cola Dog that Treviño described 
as “a hippie commune.” Another was in 
McAllen at Rio Grande Valley Pride.

“I did this as something positive to 
balance myself,” Treviño said. “Since 
Trump, LULAC has been exhausting.” █

See more photos of the show online.

TAMMYE NASH  c  4HUHNPUN ,KP[VY
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Olivia Peregrino

Debra Gloria
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or a community already 
reeling from a year-and-a-
half of racist, misogynistic 
and anti-LGBT policies 
coming out of the Trump 
administration, a series of 
potentially damaging re-
cent U.S. Supreme Court 

rulings, Wednesday’s announcement that 
Supreme Court Justice Anthony Kennedy 
is retiring from the bench could seem like a 
knock-out blow.

But Sharon McGowan, chief strategy of-
�cer for Lambda Legal, is urging the LGBT 
community and its allies to not just stand 
strong but to double down on efforts to take 
this country back to the days when non-
whites were subservient and LGBT people 
had to hide in the darkest of closets.

“Yeah, we are absolutely in trouble,” Mc-
Gowan acknowledged Wednesday after-
noon, June 27, after Kennedy announced 
his retirement in the wake of trouble rulings 
on so-called “religious freedom” rulings 
and an anti-union decision from SCOTUS.

“Even though Judge Kennedy had clarity 
about LGBT issues to a certain point, he has 
been an inconsistent voice” on other issues, 
she continued.

As evidence of his contributions to equal-
ity, she pointed to the decisions he authored 
in Romer v. Evans, Lawrence v. Texas, Windsor 
v. United States and Obergefell v. Hodges. But 
then he also voted with the majority and 
authored decisions in Masterpiece Cakeshop 
v. Colorado Civil Rights Commission in favor 
of a baker who refused to make a wedding 
cake for a gay couple and with the majori-
ty in Arlene’s Flowers v. State of Washington 
to send the case of a �orist who refused to 
provide �owers for a gay wedding back to 
district court to reconsider in light of the 
Masterpiece decision.

He also voted with the majority in an an-
ti-union ruling in Janus v. AFSCME.

McGowan said it was “really disap-
pointing” to see Kennedy “write a decision 
without clarity” in the Masterpiece Cakeshop
case, allowing “a factually valid argument 
to somehow render the [commission’s] de-
cision invalid because he doesn’t like the 
way someone worded it. There was more 

focus on the insult to the baker than on the 
impact this decision will have on hundreds 
of people’s lives.”

In that ruling and the Arlene’s Flowers
ruling, she added, Kennedy allowed the 
court to “kick the harder questions down 
the road, knowing that he is handing over 
his seat on the court to someone who put 
Neil Gorsuch on the court. His entire legacy 
is now in jeopardy with his retirement an-
nouncement.”

In light of those and the Janus ruling 
which overturned a 40-year precedent, “I 
don’t think there’s any reason for anyone to 
think the 5-4 decisions of this court will be 
safe going forward,” McGowan said.

She also warned that while SCOTUS rul-
ings in favor of LGBT equality — such as 
marriage equality and the overturn of sod-
omy laws — may not be danger of being 
overturned outright, opponents of equali-
ty will be doing their best to “hollow out” 
those rulings in the years to come.

“They will use so-called religious free-
dom laws to be able to claim exemptions, 
to say ‘I don’t have to serve you because 
you’re LGBT,’ or ‘I don’t have to treat your 
child because you are same-sex parents,’ or 
‘I don’t have to treat you because you are 
transgender,’ or ‘I don’t have to acknowl-
edge that trans people are real,’” she said.

“They are going to do their best to hollow 

The damage of 
Kennedy’s retirement
TAMMYE NASH  c  4HUHNPUN ,KP[VY
nash@dallasvoice.com
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ÉXICO CITY 
— México City 
held its 40th 
anniversary 
LGBT Pride 
Parade (Mar-
cha del Or-
gullo Lésbico, 

Gay, Bisexual, Transgénero, Travesti, Tran-
sexual e Intersexual) on Saturday, June 23. 
This year’s theme was “40 years of Living 
in Freedom. We’re not giving up!”

Crowds along the parade route and at the 
LGBT club and party scenes were estimated 
at more than 1 million people. 

The parade kicked off at the Angel of 
Independence in La Zona Rosa at noon 
exactly as planned — and not on Mexican 
time! — and ended in front of the Presiden-
tial Palace at the Zocalo. There people of all 

ages and sexes and from all over the world 
marched on México City’s main thorough-
fare, Paseo de la Reforma, which was de-
signed in 1860.

As in Dallas in previous years, at the end 
of the parade there was entertainment and 
live music. Admission to most parties at the 
Zocalo was free. 

One of biggest surprises for this year’s  
Pride parade was that the LGBT crowd was 
also mixed with hundreds of soccer fans, 
because anytime México wins in a World 
Cup match, soccer fans always gather at 

the Angel of In-
dependence to 
celebrate. Parade 
day was was no 
exception since 
México’s nation-
al soccer team 
won 2-1 over 
South Korea at 
the World Cup in 
Russia.

Seeing soc-
cer fans and the 
LGBT community partying and celebrating 
at the Angel was really a beautiful sight, 
considering Mexican soccer fans are often 
considered to be homophobic because they 
always yell “Eh, puto! (Hey, fag!)” at their 
opponents. That often prompts FIFA to levy 
a �ne against the Mexico Football Federa-

tion. In fact, FIFA handed the Mexico Foot-
ball Federation a $10,400 �ne for “discrimi-
natory and insulting chants” on June 20 this 
year, just a week before the parade.

Ron Austin and his husband, Lamar 
Strickland, both former Dallasites, moved 
to San Luis de la Paz, Guanajuato, 11 years 
ago. This year for the �rst time they made it 
to the Pride Parade in México City.

Austin said to him the event was more 
of a party than a parade, and he most liked 
that just about everyone was in costume.

“The crowd is in costume, not like in the 

U.S., where people just watch and don’t 
necessarily participate. The whole crowd 
is like one big moving living throbbing 
thing,” he said.

Strickland agreed, saying that he most 
enjoyed seeing “lots of beautiful young 
brown young men.” He also enjoyed the 
party atmosphere of the parade and how 
the whole parade �owed together, allowing 
spectators to become participants.

It’s very true: The México City parade is 
not a spectator’s sport but a participatory 
event — which is the why the parade here 
is called a “marcha,” with everyone  march-
ing down the street openly and free and not 
just sitting by the sidelines.                         █

Jesus Chairez is a former Dallasite now living 
in Mexico City. He was the producer and host of 
North Texas’ �rst bilingual LGBT Latino radio 
show, Sin Fronteras, on KNON 89.3 FM from 
July 1993 to July 2005. He is also the author 
of Queer Brown Voices, a collection of personal 
narratives of Latina/o activism. He can be con-
tacted at Facebook.com/JesusChairez

Mexico Pride 2018:
40 years of living in freedom
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About a year-and-a-half ago, I was in 
a dark place. After a painful separa-
tion from the love of my life, I felt 

not only completely broken inside but also 
scared as hell. And I needed a job, pronto. 
After all, I was a single mom now, and I had 
mouths to feed.

After weeks of job searching and getting 
turned down for employment by both Tar-
get and a local RV dealership, you could say 
my sense of self worth wasn’t the greatest. 
I was on the verge of turning 40, jobless, 
broke, and very, very sad.

At that point, I lacked the motivation to 
even try to apply at another crappy job that 
I didn’t want. But what the hell was I going 
to do?

Well, I did the only thing you can do when 
life has you by the huevos and 
you’re doing the best you can, 
despite the overwhelming odds 
against you at the moment. I left 
it to the Universe.

I very consciously put out this 
“wish” of sorts; this hope, this 
prayer: Let me �nd a job that 
needs me as much as I need it 
and that has the ability to grow 
into something more.

Another couple weeks passed. 
Still nothing. And then one day I 
saw the ad for an “editorial assis-
tant” with a telecommuting op-
tion (basically, single mom heav-
en). I have always loved writing 
and been interested in journalism 
but never had an opportunity to 
pursue it. So with zero profes-
sional experience and only an old 
blog to show as examples of my 
writing, I went for it.

And somehow, out of 2,000 
some-odd applicants, I got the 
job. It certainly seemed that the 
Universe had answered my call.

Within a couple months I was 
promoted to assistant editor, 
and a few months after that to 
an associate editor, now writing 
and editing for three national publications. 
One of these is Plus magazine, a health 
mag that focuses on all aspects of living 
with HIV,  from the latest treatment break-
throughs to discussing stigma and mental 

health. 
Of course, like 

most of us, I had 
known a few peo-
ple affected by HIV 
in my life, but sad-
ly, growing up in 
the ’80s, before the 
development of to-
day’s very effective 
antiretroviral thera-
py, you often found 

out after it was too late. The reality is, even 
today, stigma still prevails, and many peo-
ple living with the condition fear “coming 
out” as poz. And many aren’t truly able to 
do so safely in their lives.

However, there are still many others who 

bravely choose to go public with their status 
as a direct response to this stigma. One of 
the �rst people I interviewed for Plus was 
Eric Leonardos, a Los Angeles-based celeb-
rity hairstylist.

On a whim, Leonardos took an oppor-
tunity to appear on the Logo reality dating 
series, Finding Prince Charming. Not only 
did the handsome and charming Leonar-
dos “win” the show by being chosen by the 
show’s featured eligible bachelor, Robert 
Sepulveda Jr., he made history by opening 
up about being poz on one of the episodes. 

Though the relationship didn’t last (it 
ended on friendly terms), the impact of 
Leonardos’ coming out on television contin-
ues to be felt. Not only did Leonardos tell 
the world he was not ashamed to be living 
with HIV, but the fact that Sepulveda didn’t 
let his status (or fear of the stigma attached 
to dating someone who is poz) dissuade 
him from wanting to pursue a relationship 
with Leonardos was monumental. 

Since coming out poz, Leonardos has not 
only continued to thrive in his career in the 
world of beauty and fashion, he has become 
a quietly �erce activist for people living with 
HIV and other marginalized people. He is 
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out the dignity of all the decisions Kennedy 
wrote. And we all have reason to be con-
cerned,” McGowan continued. “The center 
of the court will now radically shift to the 
right with another Trump nominee added 
to the bench. Some of the things that Trump 
is doing will end when his administration 
ends. But the right’s seizure of the Supreme 
Court is something we will have to live 
with for 30 to 40 years.”

There is hope, though. “All it will take 
is any two senators aligned with the presi-
dent’s party to decide to put the Constitu-
tion �rst and demand a nominee from the 
legal mainstream,” McGowan said. “Just 
two who will put the Constitution ahead 
of party loyalty. But given the state of the 
Republican Party these days, that will be a 
big hurdle to overcome.”

There is also the possibility of forcing 
the Senate to wait until after midterm elec-
tions to appoint a new justice to the court, 
and using the elections to wrest control of 
Congress away from the Republicans in 
November.

“Can we hold them off til the midterms? 
It’s not beyond the realm of possibility,” 
McGowan said. “When you have even 
[conservative pundit] George Will calling 
for people to vote the GOP out of of�ce, it is 
absolutely an option that is in play.”

But for that strategy to work, Democrats 
have to take control of Congress, and that 
will take everyone favoring equality to use 
“any tool they have — activism, donations, 
talking to family and friends. We all have to 
do everything we can.

“I don’t think any one of us wants to have 
to look back and say, ‘I wish I had done 
more,” McGowan concluded. “Now is the 
time to leave it all on the dance �oor.      ” █

My poz heroes
How writing about people living with HIV inspired profound change in my own life
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out the dignity of all the decisions Kennedy 
wrote. And we all have reason to be con-
cerned,” McGowan continued. “The center 
of the court will now radically shift to the 
right with another Trump nominee added 
to the bench. Some of the things that Trump 
is doing will end when his administration 
ends. But the right’s seizure of the Supreme 
Court is something we will have to live 
with for 30 to 40 years.”

There is hope, though. “All it will take 
is any two senators aligned with the presi-
dent’s party to decide to put the Constitu-
tion �rst and demand a nominee from the 
legal mainstream,” McGowan said. “Just 
two who will put the Constitution ahead 
of party loyalty. But given the state of the 
Republican Party these days, that will be a 
big hurdle to overcome.”

There is also the possibility of forcing 
the Senate to wait until after midterm elec-
tions to appoint a new justice to the court, 
and using the elections to wrest control of 
Congress away from the Republicans in 
November.

“Can we hold them off til the midterms? 
It’s not beyond the realm of possibility,” 
McGowan said. “When you have even 
[conservative pundit] George Will calling 
for people to vote the GOP out of of�ce, it is 
absolutely an option that is in play.”

But for that strategy to work, Democrats 
have to take control of Congress, and that 
will take everyone favoring equality to use 
“any tool they have — activism, donations, 
talking to family and friends. We all have to 
do everything we can.

“I don’t think any one of us wants to have 
to look back and say, ‘I wish I had done 
more,” McGowan concluded. “Now is the 
time to leave it all on the dance �oor.      ” █

KENNEDY,from Page 11

often asked to speak at events and share his 
story, which — as a gay conversion therapy 
survivor from Bible-Belt Texas —  includes 
much more than just his diagnosis.

Leonardos’s brave decision to go public 
led to remarkable things in his own life, 
but it also led to great change in my own.

It was through getting to know Leonar-
dos and his story that my perspective on 
my own situation began to change. Seeing 
how much he dealt with at an early age, 
and not only overcame but persevered 
in spite of, sort of shook me off my “pity 
pot,” so to speak. Sure, as a teen parent 
and abuse survivor, I had been through 
my share of harsh realities — but perhaps 
that is why Leonardos’ story inspired me 
so. I could relate.

Because we were two people from dif-
ferent parts of the country, who had very 

different cultural upbringings, I was sur-
prised at my connection to Leonardos. 
The shame and rejection he felt as a gay 
teen sent away to be “cured” wasn’t dis-
similar to what I had experienced, at least 
emotionally, as a frightened pregnant teen 
from a Catholic family sent away to a con-
tinuation school.

And there’s the all-powerful stigma: 
The paralyzing fear of the world treating 
you like less. Though I certainly am not 

claiming I know what it’s like to deal with 
HIV stigma �rsthand, Leonardos’ story is 
powerful and relatable.

I have now interviewed dozens of oth-
er poz folks, some famous, some not. 
Many just regular folks busting their ass ev-
ery day in the trenches in the �ght against 
HIV, but each with an inspiring story.

Those people are thriving, not sitting 
around feeling sorry for themselves. They 
have demonstrated to me and countless oth-

ers that no matter what hand life has dealt 
you, a positive attitude and an open heart 
and mind  —  and a caring support team 
— are all you need to make it through.      █

Desirée Guerrero is the associate editor of 
Plus magazine. This column is a project of 
Plus, Positively Aware, POZ, TheBody.com 
and Q Syndicate, the LGBT wire service. Visit 
their websites –hivplusmag.com, positivelya-
ware.com, poz.com and thebody.com — for the 
latest updates on HIV/AIDS.                 
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concerts

W ith the release of her debut solo disc Change (Kill Rock Stars), Cindy Wilson 
is now the third member of the legendary club band the B-52s to record a solo 
album. Be forewarned, you shouldn’t expect to hear the Cindy Wilson you 

remember from B-52s’ songs such as “Give Me Back My Man,” “Girl From Ipanema Goes 
to Greenland,” “Legal Tender” or “Love Shack” on Change. Closer in mood to the subtle 
soul drama of “Ain’t It a Shame” (from 1986’s underrated B-52s platter Bouncing Off the 
Satellites), the songs on Change introduce us to a more soft-spoken Wilson who sings these 
10 songs (two of which are covers) in a breathy belt. 

The disc opens with “People Are Asking,” a potential activist anthem if there ever 
was one. Wilson, who has an appreciation for a good beat, invites us to “dance this mess 
around” again on “No One Can Tell You,” “Stand Back Time,” “Mystic,” “Memory” and 
the title track. Wilson takes an unexpected experimental rock turn on “Brother,” her inter-
pretation of a song by fellow Athens, Ga., based band Oh-OK. 

Just back from her �rst solo concert tour — and just this week beginning a national 
tour that includes Boy George and Culture Club and Tom Bailey from the Thompson 
Twins, and which arrives in Dallas early next month — Wilson took a few minutes to 

answer some questions about her solo work and the amazing 41-year relationship with 
her bandmates. █

— Gregg Shapiro

Dallas Voice: Your full-length solo debut album Change was released in late 2017. Why was 
this the right time for you to put out a solo record?  Cindy Wilson: I had the time to do it. The 
)���Z ^LYL SH`PUN VɈ MVY H ^OPSL� 0[ ^HZ H Z[YLZZM\S [PTL HUK 0 Z[HY[LK [V NL[ [VNL[OLY ^P[O H MYPLUK 
VM TPUL [V KV ZVTL T\ZPJ� >L ^LU[ PU[V :\U` 3`VU»Z Z[\KPV [V RPJR P[ HYV\UK HUK L_WLYPTLU[ 
HUK ZLL ^OH[ RPUK VM KPYLJ[PVU ^L ^HU[ [V NV PU� 0[ [VVR HIV\[ [OYLL HUK H OHSM `LHYZ� VɈ HUK VU� 
YLJVYKPUN HUK L]LY`[OPUN� ;OLU ^L W\[ [OL ZVUNZ [VNL[OLY ^P[O H IHUK HUK ^LU[ KV^U [V (\Z[PU� 
;L_HZ� >L TL[ 7VY[PH B:HIPUD MYVT BYLJVYK SHILSD 2PSS 9VJR :[HYZ HUK ZOL OLSWLK \Z NL[ VU [OL 
YPNO[ WH[O� 0[»Z ILLU HTHaPUN� YLHSS �̀

Change is an accurate name for the album, because it doesn’t sound like the Cindy Wilson 
people are familiar with from your years in the B-52s. Was that a deliberate decision?  6M 
JV\YZL� 0»]L ILLU KVPUN [OL )����[OPUN MVY �� `LHYZ� 0[ ^HZ YLHSS` M\U [V IL L_WLYPTLU[HS� 0 OHK H 
KPɈLYLU[ ZL[ VM T\ZPJPHUZ� 0[ ^HZ H YLHS SLHYUPUN L_WLYPLUJL MVY TL� ;OL T\ZPJ ZJLUL PZ H ^OVSL 
UL^ [OPUN UV �̂ >P[O [OL I\ZPULZZ LUK HUK JYLH[P]LS �̀ 0 OHK H ISHZ[ L_WLYPTLU[PUN ^P[O [OH[�

There are a couple of cover tunes on Change, including “Brother” which was originally 
performed by Athens band Oh-OK. Was this meant to be a nod to your roots in that music 
scene?  >L Z[HY[LK PU [OL SH[L »��Z HUK [OL` JHTL Q\Z[ H [HK SH[LY� >OH[ OHWWLULK ^HZ ^L OHK 
KVUL 6O�62 ZVUNZ PU ([OLUZ ^P[O 9`HU B4VUHOHUD HUK 3LT\LS B/H`LZD HUK ZVTL V[OLY T\ZP-
JPHUZ� >L OHK KVUL H [YPI\[L [V =HULZZH B)YPZJVLD MYVT B[OL IHUKD 7`SVU HUK KPɈLYLU[ T\ZPJPHUZ 
^OV ^LYL PU ([OLUZ H[ [OL [PTL� 0[ ^HZ ZV T\JO M\U� ;OL 6O�62 ZVUN ¸)YV[OLY¹ [\YULK V\[ ZV 
^LSS [OH[ ^L KLJPKLK [V YLJVYK P[� ,]LY`IVK` SV]LZ [OH[ ZVUN�

With the exception of the cover songs, you co-wrote the remaining tracks with Suny and 
9yan� 0n ^hat ^ays ^ould you say that your ^riting e_perience diɈered Mrom ^hen you co�

Da bomb
Cindy >ilson, back on tour with the B�5�s and Culture Club, reÅects on 
friendship and her first solo outing

wrote songs for the B-52s?  3\JRPS �̀ 0 [OYP]L 
PU H ZP[\H[PVU ^OLYL WLVWSL HYL ILPUN Z\WLY 
JYLH[P]L� @V\ SL[ KV^U `V\Y N\HYK� ;OH[»Z 
^OLU H SV[ VM NVVK PKLHZ JHU JVTL [OYV\NO� 
@V\ IV\UJL VɈ LHJO V[OLY HUK `V\ JYLH[L 
[OPUNZ [VNL[OLY� @V\ [HW PU[V [OPZ Z[YLHT VM 
JVUZJPV\ZULZZ� 0[»Z YLHSS` THNPJHS� 0[ ^HZ 
KPɈLYLU[ MYVT [OL )���Z� I\[ P[ ^HZ KLÄUP[LS` 
ILPUN HISL [V MLLS [OL ]PIL� 3PRL 0 ZHPK� MVY [OL 
*PUK` >PSZVU [OPUN� 0 SL[ KV^U T` KLMLUZLZ 
HUK L_WSVYLK� ;OPZ ^HZ NYLH[� 0 KPK H SV[ VM 
SPZ[LUPUN [V :\U` HUK 9`HU HUK 0 NV[ [V [OYV^ 
PU ZVTL [OPUNZ VM T` V^U� 0[ ^HZ YLHSS` M\U�

You mentioned how this has been a stress-
ful time and I was thinking about how 
¸People Are Asking�¹ the Ärst song on 
the album sounds like one of your most 
political songs, which feels new for you. 
Am I on the right track?  @LZ� 0[»Z VUL VM [OL 
LSLTLU[Z� KLÄUP[LS �̀ 0 OH[L [V [LSS WLVWSL ^OH[ 
H ZVUN PZ HIV\[� ILJH\ZL P[ KVLZ MLLS IL[[LY 
MVY P[ [V IL H WLYZVUHS [OPUN� )\[ P[ KLÄUP[LS` 
OHK [OVZL BWVSP[PJHSD LSLTLU[Z PU P[�

Kate Pierson’s solo debut was released in 
2015 and Fred Schneider put out one in 
1984 and another in 1996. Did they have 
any words of advice for you on the subject 
of going solo?  @LZ� `LZ� ;OL` KPK P[ [OLPY 
^H �̀ ,]LY`IVK` KVLZ P[ H KPɈLYLU[ ^H �̀ >OLU 
^L ZPNULK ^P[O 2PSS 9VJR :[HYZ 9LJVYKZ� [OL` 
OHK H SV[ VM PKLHZ� [VV� 0[ ^HZ KLÄUP[LS` H QVPU[ 
thing.

You recently completed some tour solo 
dates… and are now headed out on a 
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wrote songs for the B-52s?  3\JRPS �̀ 0 [OYP]L 
PU H ZP[\H[PVU ^OLYL WLVWSL HYL ILPUN Z\WLY 
JYLH[P]L� @V\ SL[ KV^U `V\Y N\HYK� ;OH[»Z 
^OLU H SV[ VM NVVK PKLHZ JHU JVTL [OYV\NO� 
@V\ IV\UJL VɈ LHJO V[OLY HUK `V\ JYLH[L 
[OPUNZ [VNL[OLY� @V\ [HW PU[V [OPZ Z[YLHT VM 
JVUZJPV\ZULZZ� 0[»Z YLHSS` THNPJHS� 0[ ^HZ 
KPɈLYLU[ MYVT [OL )���Z� I\[ P[ ^HZ KLÄUP[LS` 
ILPUN HISL [V MLLS [OL ]PIL� 3PRL 0 ZHPK� MVY [OL 
*PUK` >PSZVU [OPUN� 0 SL[ KV^U T` KLMLUZLZ 
HUK L_WSVYLK� ;OPZ ^HZ NYLH[� 0 KPK H SV[ VM 
SPZ[LUPUN [V :\U` HUK 9`HU HUK 0 NV[ [V [OYV^ 
PU ZVTL [OPUNZ VM T` V^U� 0[ ^HZ YLHSS` M\U�

You mentioned how this has been a stress-
ful time and I was thinking about how 
¸People Are Asking�¹ the Ärst song on 
the album sounds like one of your most 
political songs, which feels new for you. 
Am I on the right track?  @LZ� 0[»Z VUL VM [OL 
LSLTLU[Z� KLÄUP[LS �̀ 0 OH[L [V [LSS WLVWSL ^OH[ 
H ZVUN PZ HIV\[� ILJH\ZL P[ KVLZ MLLS IL[[LY 
MVY P[ [V IL H WLYZVUHS [OPUN� )\[ P[ KLÄUP[LS` 
OHK [OVZL BWVSP[PJHSD LSLTLU[Z PU P[�

Kate Pierson’s solo debut was released in 
2015 and Fred Schneider put out one in 
1984 and another in 1996. Did they have 
any words of advice for you on the subject 
of going solo?  @LZ� `LZ� ;OL` KPK P[ [OLPY 
^H �̀ ,]LY`IVK` KVLZ P[ H KPɈLYLU[ ^H �̀ >OLU 
^L ZPNULK ^P[O 2PSS 9VJR :[HYZ 9LJVYKZ� [OL` 
OHK H SV[ VM PKLHZ� [VV� 0[ ^HZ KLÄUP[LS` H QVPU[ 
thing.

You recently completed some tour solo 
dates… and are now headed out on a 

national tour with your bandmates as well 
as Boy George and Tom Bailey, including 
a stop in Dallas. What was that solo expe-
rience like for you?  0 SV]L [HRPUN YLJVYKLK 
T\ZPJ HUK THRPUN P[ JVTL HSP]L" HJ[\HSS` 
OH]PUN [V WLYMVYT P[� >OLU `V\ [V\Y� `V\Y 
ZOV^ NL[Z IL[[LY HUK IL[[LY HUK Z[YVUNLY HUK 
Z[YVUNLY� @V\ NL[ L]LU TVYL PU[\P[P]L ^P[O [OL 
T\ZPJPHUZ PU [OL IHUK� ;OLYL HYL ZV THU` 
NYLH[ LSLTLU[Z [OH[ JVTL [OYV\NO [OL WLY-
ZVUHSP[PLZ VM [OL WLVWSL PU [OL IHUK [OH[ HKKZ 
ZV T\JO� 0 OHK [OL ILZ[ [PTL� >L»YL I\PSKPUN 
HU H\KPLUJL� 0[»Z ILLU YLHSS` W\YWVZLM\S [V 
[HRL P[ ZSV^ HUK I\PSK HUK L_WLYPLUJL H UL^ 
ILNPUUPUN�

As the B-52s’ sole straight ally member, can 
you please say a few words about what 
the LGBTQ community and LGBTQ fans 
mean to you personally?  0»]L NV[ ZV THU` 
MYPLUKZ HUK MHTPS` TLTILYZ HUK SV]LK VULZ 
[OH[ HYL PU [OL NH` JVTT\UP[` PU HSS KPɈLYLU[ 
MVYTZ� 0 [HRL T` OH[ VɈ HUK ZH` [OHUR `V\�

What do you like most about performing 
with your longtime bandmates?  ;V TL� P[»Z 
HTHaPUN [OH[ ^L»]L ILLU HYV\UK �� `LHYZ� 
0»]L RUV^U [OLT HUK 0»]L ZLLU [OLT NV 
[OYV\NO KPɈLYLU[ WOHZLZ VM [OLPY SP]LZ� 3VZPUN 
9PJR B*PUK`»Z IYV[OLYD HUK [OL KPɈLYLU[ 
JOHUNLZ [OH[ NV VU PU [OL IHUK� [OL T\ZP-
JPHUZ ^OV Z[LW PU HUK V\[" P[»Z H THYYPHNL HUK 
P[ ZLLTZ SPRL [OL )���Z HYL HU LU[P[` HSS P[Z 
V^U� 0»T Q\Z[ VUL HZWLJ[ VM P[� 0[»Z HTHaPUN [V 
SVVR HJYVZZ [OL Z[HNL HUK ZLL -YLK PU ����� 
(UK 2H[L� /V^ T\JO SPML OHZ ZOHWLK OLY� @V\ 

ZLL [OLPY ZV\SZ� >L»YL ZPUNPUN ¸9VJR 3VIZ[LY¹ 
HUK P[»Z HU HTHaPUN [OPUN [V SVVR V\[ PU [OL 
H\KPLUJL HUK ZLL WLVWSL OH]PUN Z\JO H NVVK 

[PTL� 0[»Z YLHSS` ZWLJPHS [V IL HISL [V IYPUN [OH[ 
[V HU H\KPLUJL HM[LY HSS [OLZL `LHYZ� -YVT T` 
WVPU[ VM ]PL �̂ P[»Z HU HTHaPUN Z[VY �̀ YLHSS �̀



18     dallasvoice.com     █      06.29.18

R eally, aside from a fame-catapulting role on Empire and a dreamy 
croon so velvety you could rest your head on it at night, Jussie Smol-
lett is just like you. Or was: He remembers going to Pride. All the 

rainbows and free love and free condoms and �ery ex-boyfriend drama. 
These days, he has shown up (to Long Beach Pride and Milwaukee Pride) 

as Singer Smollett, with swoon-worthy songs from his recently released debut 
— a contemporary R&B collection called Sum of My Music that’s as thoughtful 
as it is hooky — after putting it on the shelf for years because he was too busy 
diversifying TV. As out musician Jamal Lyon on the Fox drama Empire, Smol-
lett, who got his start acting with 1992’s The Mighty Ducks, has crashed TV’s 
straight cis white party by bringing a positive depiction of a gay black man to 
your living room since the series premiered in 2015. Additionally, the 35-year-
old multifaceted talent was featured as a celebrity correspondent during a 
May episode of the EPIX docu-series America Divided, exploring the horri�c 
history of American racism.

Activist, singer, game-changing actor. A no-fucks businessman. Mariah 
Carey’s music-publishing student. And … a cookbook scribe? As Smollett’s 
groundbreaking, boundless career proves, when you’ve faced Pride drama, 
no one — not ex-boyfriends, not Sony execs — can stand in your way.        █

— Chris Azzopardi

Dallas Voice: How have your life experiences shaped this album?  1\ZZPL :TVSSL[[! Sum of My 
Music PZ [OL [V[HSP[ �̀ WYL[[` T\JO� VM ^OH[ 0»]L ILLU KLHSPUN ^P[O V]LY [OL SHZ[ JV\WSL VM `LHYZ� 
;OL [OPUNZ ^P[O SV]L� [OL [OPUNZ ^P[O T` V^U WLYZVUHS PUZLJ\YP[PLZ� HUK [OL PUZLJ\YP[PLZ V[OLYZ 
W\[ VU `V\� (UK 0 ^YP[L HIV\[ T` QLHSV\Z`� 

You gotta work it out.  0 NV[[H ^VYR P[ V\[� 0 [HSR HIV\[ H SV[ VM WLYZVUHS [OPUNZ� HUK 0»]L ILLU 
ZPUNPUN BEmpireD ZV\UK[YHJRZ MVY H JV\WSL VM `LHYZ UV �̂ HUK 0»m so connected to the songs that 
I sing. I»]L ^YP[[LU� SPRL� OHSM VM [OL ZVUNZ [OH[ 0 ZPUN VU [OL ZOV �̂ I\[ P[»Z UPJL [V IL HISL [V OPKL 
ILOPUK T` V^U Z[VYPLZ HUK T` V^U S`YPJZ [OH[ HYL Q\Z[ MVY TL� 

You’ve been in showbiz since you were a kid. As a gay black man, what challenges have 
you faced in Hollywood? @V\ RUV �̂ 0»K SPRL [V��� SL[ TL [OPUR HIV\[ P[� 0»]L ILLU ZV MVJ\ZLK 
VU JYLH[PUN T` V^U WYVQLJ[Z� OVULZ[ [V NVK� ;OH[»s really the message that I»m trying to get 
V\[ [OLYL HZ T\JO HZ WVZZPISL! [V JYLH[L `V\Y V^U WPLJLZ� `V\Y V^U WYVQLJ[Z� .YHU[LK� 0»m 
H I\ZPULZZTHU� I\[ 0 RPUK VM KVU»[ WH` H[[LU[PVU [V HU`[OPUN L_JLW[ [Y`PUN [V JYLH[L ^P[O 
T` WLVWSL MVY T` WLVWSL HUK ZH`PUN ¸M\JR HU`[OPUN LSZL�¹ 0»m not interested anymore in 
JVU]PUJPUN HU`IVK` [OH[ 0»T ]HSPK LUV\NO VY T` Z[VYPLZ HYL ]HSPK LUV\NO [V [LSS� 

)\[� VM JV\YZL [OLYL HYL JOHSSLUNLZ [V ILPUN VWLUS` ISHJR BlaughsD and VWLUS` NH �̀ ([ [OL 
ZHTL [PTL� ^OH[ LSZL HT 0 Z\WWVZLK [V KV& ;OPZ PZ ^OV 0 HT� (T 0 Z\WWVZLK [V� PU 
����� UV[ SP]L T` SPML UV^ MVY H YVSL& 0 OH]L [V Q\Z[ RLLW P[ TV]PUN� HUK 0 OH]L [V JYLH[L 
^P[O WLVWSL� ;OPZ PZ ^O` 0»T HU L_LJ\[P]L WYVK\JLY VU Giants� ^OPJO PZ VU BInsecure 
WYVK\JLY HUK HJ[YLZZD 0ZZH 9HL»Z @V\;\IL JOHUULS� 0[ KLHSZ ^P[O L]LY`[OPUN MYVT 
TLU[HS PSSULZZ [V OVTVZL_\HSP[ �̀ HUK L]LY`[OPUN PU IL[^LLU� 

Mariah Carey, who you dueted with on Empire and opened for on tour, famously 
pushed for her own creative control in the ’90s. And you initially had planned 
on releasing this album on Columbia Records, until your artistic vision 
didn’t align with theirs and you released the album on your own indie la-
bel, Music Of Sound. What did you learn from Mariah about creative free-
dom?  0 YLTLTILY ILPUN VU [OL WOVUL ^P[O OLY MVY [OYLL OV\YZ HUK OLY Q\Z[ 
IYLHRPUN KV^U W\ISPZOPUN MVY TL� >OLU 0 HZRLK [V IL SL[ V\[ VM T` JVU[YHJ[ 
HUK IL W\SSLK H^H` MYVT T` JVU[HJ[ ^P[O *VS\TIPH� 0 MLLS SPRL 0 ^HZ HYTLK 
^P[O RUV^SLKNL MYVT [OLZL [`WLZ VM WLVWSL SPRL OLY� HUK Q\Z[ KPɈLYLU[ HY[-
ists that I»]L TL[ VY ]L[LYHUZ PU [OL I\ZPULZZ [OH[ YLHSS` RPUK VM OLSK T` 
OHUK ^P[OV\[ L]LU RUV^PUN P[� 3PRL� they [OV\NO[ [OL` ^LYL Q\Z[ [LSSPUN 

Making his own 
‘Empire’
(ctor�singer�activist Jussie Smollett,  on defying
Hollywood limitations, using his voice for good and 
Pride past and present

݁ EMPIRE 7HNL �� 7OV[VZ JV\Y[LZ` ;HYYPJL 3V]L� 

LIFE+STYLE
T\ZPJ Disney DragBrunch!

2211 N. HOUSTON ST. | DALLAS | 469-341-7625

Seating starting at 12:30 and show starts at 1PM.
$5.00 cover donated at Hard Rock Heals Foundation.

Reservations are required for all seats.
Get Yours Before They Sell Out! 

July 8th
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L+S     stage

ARNOLD WAYNE JONES   |  ,_LJ\[P]L ,KP[VY 
QVULZ'KHSSHZ]VPJL�JVT

C onsidering how busy Joel Ferrell 
is as a director and choreogra-
pher for more decades than he’d 

probably like to admit, even he �nds it 
amazing that not once has he 
ever worked on Hairspray, 
perhaps the campiest, most 
joyous musical of the current 
millennium. 

“I know, right? Every time 
I say that people are like, ‘You’re kidding? 
There are several biggies I haven’t made 
the rounds to. I haven’t directed The Ten 
Commandments yet, but I feel it’s coming,” 
he jokes over an early morning cup of 
coffee on the �rst day or rehearsal.

If he seems calm for the start of a big un-
dertaking — other than having to wake up 
early — it’s because being a newcomer to 
this show aside, Ferrell is one of the most 
experienced and respected directors in 
Texas, who has staged some musicals with 

casts of 75 actors. So even a full-scale ver-
sion of Hairspray doesn’t intimidate him.

“It’s not a show that needs reinventing 
or reconceiving, which tends to be my 
[specialty],” he says. “If you have a good 
team the scope doesn’t scare me; you just 
need more smart lieutenants and associ-

ates. I like to say directing a 
play is like driving a speed-
boat, but a musical is like a 
cruise ship.”

What makes this version 
especially noteworthy, how-

ever, is that it represents a rare partnership 
between the Dallas Theater Center, where 
Ferrell serves as associate artistic director, 
and the AT&T Performing Arts Center 
than runs the Downtown Arts District.

“I think both entities have been pretty 
thrilled over this past decade [since DTC 
moved to the Wyly] that despite being 
landlord and tenant, the staffs work really 
incredible well together. Probably over the 
last two or three years, I �gured we would 
do something that blurs the lines [between 

Casting a wide Aquanet
+TC and (TT7(C team to reach a broader audience with a splashy  
new version of ‘Hairspray’

-VYTLY +HSSHZP[L HUK )YVHK^H` ]L[LYHU 4PJOLSSL +V^K` WSH`Z ;YHJ` ;\YUISHK PU [OL UL^ WYVK\J[PVU VM 
º/HPYZWYH �̀»

Winspear Opera House,  
2403 Flora St, July 7–15. 
DallasTheaterCenter.org.  

ATTPAC.org.

HAIRSPRAY

-PYZ[�[PTL º/HPYZWYH`» KPYLJ[VY 1VLS -LYYLSS�
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From Felines to Canines, the latest dish  
on our furry friends and faithful companions.  

A REAL Treat!

A Special Section 
in Dallas Voice

AD SPACE DEADLINE:  
MONDAY, JULY 9TH!

Contact us Today! 

214-754-8710 
advertising@dallasvoice.com 

www.dallasvoice.com



      06.29.18     █       dallasvoice      21

the organizations].” It was just a question 
of �nding the right project, Ferrell says: 
“What’s the show we want to do and the 
way we want to combine forces?”

Since Kevin Moriarty took over the DTC 
as artistic director, the company has tradi-
tionally staged a family-friendly summer-
time musical to appeal to the kids across 
the region who are out of school. The issue 
has always been one of mechanics. 

“I remember thinking when the com-
plex opened that my parents would be 
intimidated coming here… and they are!” 
Ferrell says. “I [could] spend the rest of 
my years just �gure out how to make 
theater more affordable, trying to get the 
barriers down all over the city for people 
coming to this part of Downtown and 
enjoying ATTPAC. 

“Any time you do a fully large-scale 
musical [in a theater with 550 seats like 
the Wyly], it’s really tough — the math 
just doesn’t work. The running cost of the 
show is almost always gonna top what 
you can bring in [�ve weeks].”

But they didn’t want to compromise on 
Hairspray, which led to the partnership; 
although it will only run two weekends, it 
will do so at the Winspear Opera House, 
which seats 2,220 … meaning as many au-
diences members could potentially see it 
as they would in a month-long run across 
the street.

If it’s Ferrell’s �rst time, he’s one of the 
few newcomers; much of the cast he’s 
assembled are old pros at this story of race 
relations in Baltimore in the early 1960s.

“I �nd it crazy [that Ferrell hasn’t done 
the show before] because he’s perfect,” 

says the star of this production, Michelle-
with-two-Ls Dowdy (“I don’t trust a 
one-L’d Michelle,” she quips). “There’s a 
lot of us who’ve done it.” Dowdy herself 
has mad cred — she was the standby for 
Tracy Turnblad, the open-hearted but 
heavy-set dancing queen, for three years 
on Broadway, and has performed the role 
in numerous other productions. “I’ve got a 
lot of mileage out of this face!” she laughs.

Tracy is in virtually every scene of the 
show, so it’s a surprise that Dowdy pegs 
as her own favorite moments as the duet 
“Timeless to Me,” performed by Tracy’s 
parents, or watching Motormouth sing 
“Where I’ve Been.” “Those are some of the 
few scenes Tracy isn’t in so I actually get 
to drink water and do a costume change.”

Dowdy’s costar is another local veteran, 
David Coffee, who plays Tracy’s mother 
in unacknowledged drag — a role orig-
inated in John Waters’ non-musical �lm 
by Divine and created in musical form by 
Harvey Fierstein.

“David’s great,” Ferrell says. “He 
doesn’t project, ‘Look at me inside the role 
being adorable!’ He just plays the role, 
which is great — it’s what Divine did.”

What he loves about the show itself, 
however, is how much it reminds him of 
the works of his favorite Broadway team, 
Rodgers & Hammerstein. 

“R&H were just two Jewish kids writing 
about stories that the common man could 
attach himself to,” he says. “What I love 
about Hairspray is, it is the new classic 
American musical, because it is about the 
American experience.”                                █

-PYZ[�[PTL º/HPYZWYH`» KPYLJ[VY 1VLS -LYYLSS�
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The Porsche of the working class
TL ZVTL[OPUN ZTHY[� I\[ SP[[SL KPK [OL` RUV^ 
· VY TH`IL [OL` KPK RUV^ · [OL` ^LYL 
really arming me with what I needed. That»s 
^O` `V\ ZOV\SK HS^H`Z IL \UZLSÄZO ^P[O 
`V\Y RUV^SLKNL� »JH\ZL `V\ UL]LY RUV^ PM P[»s 
NVUUH OLSW ZVTLIVK` PU [OL M\[\YL� 

From what I’ve heard you cry when you 
perform “Freedom¹ oɈ the ne^ album�  I 
can»[ OLSW P[�

What is it about that song that gets you 
emotional?   There»Z VUL WHY[PJ\SHY WHY[ 
where I»T SPRL� BsingsD and I don’t care what 
they say, ’cause I know who we are to each 
other� 0 JY` L]LY` ZPUNSL [PTL� (UK TH`IL 
it»Z ILJH\ZL 0 OH]L [V W\ZO YLHSS` OHYK MVY 
[OH[ UV[L �SH\NOZ�� 6Y� TH`IL P[»Z Q\Z[ [OH[ P[ 
YLTPUKZ TL VM OV^ WYLJPV\Z SV]L PZ� (UK P[ 
YLTPUKZ TL VM [OH[ PKLH VM� 0 Q\Z[ · 0 ^HU[ [V 
SV]L� (UK 0 [OPUR [V TL [OH[»Z ^O` 0 W\[ ;PRH 
B:\TW[LYD HUK *`U[OPH B,YP]VD PU [OL ]PKLV 
0 KPYLJ[LK MVY B[OL ZVUND HUK [OL` WSH`LK 
SV]LYZ� [OL` WSH`LK WHY[ULYZ� (UK P[ ^HZ Q\Z[ 
H [OPUN VM� 0 Q\Z[ ^HU[LK [V ZOV^ H ZHTL�ZL_ 
JV\WSL KVPUN [OL [OPUNZ L]LY`IVK` KVLZ� ;V 
TL� MYLLKVT PZ Q\Z[ [OL HIPSP[` [V SV]L HUK 
[OL HIPSP[` [V UV[ Q\Z[ HJJLW[� 0 OH[L [OH[ ^VYK 
¸HJJLW[�¹ 0[»Z UV[ L]LU HIV\[ [OH[� 0[»Z HIV\[ 
JOHUNPUN V\Y TVSLJ\SHY Z[Y\J[\YL ZV ^L YLJ-
VNUPaL SV]L ¯ HUK love� 0M P[»s two consenting 
HK\S[Z� PM P[»Z [^V JVUZLU[PUN [LLUHNLYZ� PM P[»s 
[^V JVUZLU[PUN JOPSKYLU� SL[ [OLZL WLVWSL 
SV]L� 3L[ [OLZL WLVWSL SV]L LHJO V[OLY� /V^ 
JHU SV]L WVZZPIS` IL IHK& 

As someone who’s been representing a 
sorely underrepresented group of people 
on Empire — the gay black male com-
munity — what has that meant to you?  It 
YLHSS` O\TISLZ TL� (UK P[ THRLZ TL NYH[LM\S� 
0 Q\Z[ YLTLTILY [OH[ [OLYL ^HZ UVIVK` 0 
JV\SK ZLL VU ;= ^OV 0 JV\SK PKLU[PM` ^P[O� 
;OL ]LY` ÄYZ[ WLYZVU [OH[ 0 L]LY ZH^ ^OV ^HZ 
NH` H[ HSS� SPRL HU` TLTILY VM [OL 3.);8 
JVTT\UP[` [OH[ 0 JV\SK ZVTL^OH[ PKLU[PM` 
^P[O� ^HZ >PSZVU *Y\a BHZ 9PJRPL =HZX\LaD 
on My So-Called Life� /L ^HZ ZVTLVUL VM 
JVSVY� HUK 0 NYL^ \W SV]PUN WLVWSL SPRL ,S[VU 
1VOU� I\[ 0 JV\SKU»[ PKLU[PM` ^P[O ,S[VU 1VOU 
ILJH\ZL [OH[»s all I saw. I didn»[ W\[ [^V HUK 
two together — it wasn»[ YLWYLZLU[H[PVU� 0 
SV]LK .LVYNL 4PJOHLS NYV^PUN \W� 0 SV]LK 
)V` .LVYNL NYV^PUN \W� )\[ 0 KPKU»t connect. 
(UK TH`IL 0 ^V\SK»]L ILLU HISL [V JVUULJ[ 
TVYL VU [OH[ SL]LS OHK 0 ZLLU TVYL WLVWSL 
^OV YLWYLZLU[LK TL VU [OH[ SL]LS� :V UV[OPUN 
against them. They»YL ^VUKLYM\S� 

Elton subverted the label. Elton was just 
Elton.  ,_HJ[S �̀ 0 OVWL ^L JHU HSS NL[ [V [OH[ 
WVPU[� )\[ YLWYLZLU[H[PVU PZ ZV PTWVY[HU[ HUK 
[OL YLZWVUZPIPSP[` · ZVTL[OPUN OP[ TL `LZ[LY-
KH �̀ 0 ^HZ [HSRPUN [V ZVTLVUL� HUK 0 ZHPK� ¸0 
[OPUR H SV[ VM [OPUNZ HYL KLIH[HISL HIV\[ TL 
VY JLY[HPU WLVWSL ^OV 0 RUV^ ^OV HYL SLHKLYZ 
VY ^OH[L]LY� I\[ 0 [OPUR [OH[ 0»m a good 
WLYZVU�¹ (UK 0 KVU»[ RUV^ PM NVVK WLVWSL HYL 
Z\WWVZLK [V ZH` [OL`»YL H NVVK WLYZVU� I\[ 0 
am saying I»T H NVVK WLYZVU� 0 [HRL YLZWVU-

ZPIPSP[` MVY HSS [OH[ 
I am. 

)\[ 0»]L ILLU NP]LU 
H WSH[MVYT� HUK 
I»]L ^VYRLK MVY 
[OH[ WSH[MVYT� 
I»]L ILLU KVPUN 
this since I was 
�� .V[ T` :(. 
JHYK PU � ��� 
4` WVPU[ PZ ^L 
JV\SK \ZL [OH[ 
WSH[MVYT MVY 
NVVK� I\[ ^L 
JV\SK HSZV \ZL 
[OH[ WSH[MVYT MVY 
IHK� HUK [OH[ 
shit is scary. 
@V\ OH]L WLVWSL 
SVVRPUN \W [V 
`V\� `V\ OH]L 
WLVWSL ^OV 
ZVTLOV^ MLLS 
HɈLJ[LK I` ^OH[ 
`V\ KV� ;OLYL PZ 
H JLY[HPU SL]LS VM YLZWVUZPIPSP[` [OH[ `V\ T\Z[ 
[HRL� ;OLYL PZ UV KLIH[L� 0 KVU»[ NP]L H M\JR� 
0M [OL WLVWSL HYL SPZ[LUPUN [V `V\� `V\ ZOV\SK 
say something worth hearing. 

Politically?  3P[LYHSS` YLNHYKPUN HU`[OPUN [OH[ 
PZ \UQ\Z[� (U`[OPUN [OH[ PZ \UQ\Z[� P[ PZ `V\Y 
YLZWVUZPIPSP[` [V ZWLHR \W� 

7LVWSL [HSR ZVTL[PTLZ Q\Z[ [V� SPRL� ZLSS ZVTL-

[OPUN VY Q\Z[ [V IL PU [OL UL^Z VY Q\Z[ [V NL[ 
SPRLZ� ;OL`»SS ZH` ZVTL[OPUN� HUK [OL`»ll go to 
ILK ^P[OV\[ L]LU RUV^PUN ^OH[ PZ HJ[\HSS` 
ILPUN ZHPK HUK ^OH[ PZ HJ[\HSS` OHWWLUPUN� 
and that»s ignorant and that»Z ZLSÄZO� 

Can you tell me about your Ärst Pride event&  
6O NVK� 0 OHK [OL ILZ[ [PTL� HUK [OLU NV[ PU H 
THQVY ÄNO[ ^P[O T` IV`MYPLUK H[ [OL [PTL� 

݁ EMPIRE -YVT 7HNL ��

݁ EMPIRE 7HNL ��

VISIT 

OUR IT
ALIAN  

MISTRESS

LGBT Owned & Operated
Behind Full Circle Tavern

1319 S. Lamar St 214-208-3435 thefullcircletavern.com
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The Porsche of the working class

݁ EMPIRE 7HNL ��

L+S     H\[V

2ia’s Stinger GT delivers power, 
style  ¯ and affordability

CASEY WILLIAMS  |  (\[V 9L]PL^LY
H\[VJHZL`'HVS�JVT

F our-door coupes are all the 
rage among Europe’s luxury 
automakers. Think about the 

Mercedes-Benz CLS, Audi A5 Sportback, 
and Aston Martin Rapide. But dang those 
cars are expensive. What if you could buy 
a German-designed four-door coupe with 
a world-class chassis and powertrain for a 
fraction of the price — kind of a working 
class Panamera? Kia has the Stinger GT.

Lending credence to the Stinger’s 
German persona are the facts it was 
designed in Kia’s Frankfurt studio under 
Gregory Guillaume and Peter Schreyer, 
former style wizard at Audi. It looks like 
a Porsche Panamera and Dodge Charger 
consummated their relationship, but 
the Stinger has better proportions than 
either. It’s low, wide and exotic with a 

݁ AUTO 5L_[ 7HNL 

Summer of Savings
2018

COROLLA LE

$189
/MONTH

LEASE FOR

*2018 Corolla LE models 1852 lease based on $185/month for 36 months. $2999 amount due at signing. Security deposit required. Tax, title and 
license are extra. Excludes official fees, taxes, dealer charges and $151 doc fees. Customer is responsible for disposition, excess wear and tear 
and $.15 cents per mile over 12,000 miles per year. With approves credit. Valid thru 6/4/18. See dealer for details.

1999 W. Airport Frwy. Irving, Texas
972-210-1516 • toyotaofirving.com
Brian_Smith@ToyotaofIrving.com

Brian Smith
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sweeping rear roo�ine. It glistens with 
LED headlights while 19-in. alloys �ll the 
fenders. There’s even a little Fisker Karma 
in the taillamps. I found most pokey 
drivers didn’t even put up a fuss when 
they saw that angry mug in their rearview 
mirror and just slid right over.

It was one of those weekends where I 
just want to load up the family and enjoy 
a long drive. Fortunately, four people ride 
pretty comfortably in the low-slung cabin 
and all of our gear easily �t beneath the 
power hatch. My 4-year-old princess, who 
thinks she must take every toy she owns, 
was not denied her luxuries. Her dads 

enjoyed heated and cooled leather seats, 
heated steering wheel, power sunroof, 
and Harman Kardon audio. The dark 
red leather and metallic accents were 
especially fetching. My job was made 
easier via the heads-up display and safety 
features like adaptive cruise, forward 
collision warning/mitigation, lane keep 
assist, blind spot warning and rear cross 
path detection.

Throttle down and move out. Our GT 
had plenty under the hood: A 3.3-liter 
twin-turbo V6 kicking out 365 horsepower 
and 376 lb.-ft. of torque — all routed 
to the torque-vectoring all-wheel-drive 
system through an 8-speed automatic 
transmission. Properly driven, it will click 
0–60 mph in 4.7 seconds. By comparison, a 
Panamera V6 RWD does it in 5.4 seconds; 
Audi’s A5 Sportback takes 5.7s. It’s a 
potent machine by most measures. Partly 
thanks to auto stop/start, which can be 
pressed off, fuel economy rates 19/25-

MPG city/highway.
Holding all of this together is a sported 

out version of the Genesis G80 chassis 
that was conjured from day one as a sport 
sedan. An electronic suspension with 
continuous damping allows drivers to 
twist a dial for different driving modes: 
Eco, Smart, Comfort, Sport and Custom. 
Each varies the suspension �rmness, 
steering weight and throttle response 
from comfortable to corner-carving 
exuberant. Brembo disc brakes deploy 
the parachutes. The car feels suave in all 
modes, but despite all of the hoopla over 
the chassis being sussed out on Germany’s 
famed Nurburgring, there’s not much 
difference between Comfort and Sport and 
it doesn’t feel as planted as it could when 
disturbed in �ight. A Porsche, it is not.

But the Stinger offers something no 
Porsche can: A base price of just $31,900. 
You can’t even buy a tiny Mercedes 
CLA for that. Add on all of our car’s 
accoutrement and powertrain upgrades 
to see a sticker of $52,300. That may seem 
lofty for a Kia, but the car more than earns 
the price. It’s sexy, sassy and ready to kick 
some butt                                                       █

Kia. 365 horsepower 3.3-liter  
TTV6. 19/25-MPG city/hwy.  
As-tested price: $52,300.

‘18 STINGER GT݁ AUTO -YVT 7YL]PV\Z 7HNL
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LIFE+STYLE
best bets

FDA � cleared to treat the Åanks �love handles�� abdomen� double chin and more�

5o^ oɈering 
FREEZE a^ay your Mat�

6ɈLY L_WPYLZ (\N\Z[ �� ���� 
5V[ [V IL JVTIPULK ^P[O V[OLY ZWLJPHSZ VY WYVTV[PVUZ�

Call Today! 214-521-5277
� �� 6ak La^n Ave� 

advancedskinÄtness�com

$300 OFF
your package oM � treatments�

BEFORE (-;,9
(J[\HS �� `LHY�VSK (K]HUJLK :RPU -P[ULZZ 7H[PLU[

11311 Harry Hines Blvd. #603
Facing Joe Field Plaza on Joe Field

972-243-2707
Sun-Thur 10am-12am
Fri & Sat 10am-3am

11311 Harry Hines Blvd. #603
Facing Joe Field Plaza on Joe Field
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FIND IT ALL HERE AT 

AMAZING
INTIMATE ESSENTIALS

Adult DVD, Novelties, Magazines
Watch All The Movies In  

Our World Famous 62 Channel Arcade
Home of the 

World Famous  
$8 Movie Pass!

Tuesday 07.03
The Fourth of July starts early at  
Addison Kaboom Town!

The date on the Declaration of Independence says July 4, 
but Addison has always Mumped the gun a bit. The town’s big 
Fourth of July celebration is routinely held on the Third of July, 
full of music, Àreworks, food, an airshow and the promise of 
their biggest Ànale yet. It all starts at � p.m., and goes as late as 
midnight, so turn up for all the fun early and stay as late as you 
want. Best of all? General admission is free.

DEETS� Addison Circle Park, ���0 Addison Circle Drive. 
*ates at � p.m., Àreworks at ��30 p.m. For details, visit 
AddisonKaboomTown.com.

Saturday 06.30
Parsons Dance closes  
RXW TIT$S· VHDVRQ RI  
modern dance
 

Parsons Dance has 
been called everything 
important about modern 
dance� Innovation, athletic, 
e[uberance, virtuosic and, 
let’s face it« se[y. The New 
<ork�based American troupe 
arrives at the :inspear on 
Saturday, and closes out 
TITAS’ 201�²18 season 
with this performance. So 

if you like to see what dance looks like 
around the country, see it now or you’ll 
have to wait a few months to see more 
imported dance in Dallas!

DEETS� :inspear Opera House,  
2�03 Flora St. 8 p.m. ATTPAC.org.

Friday 06.29
·8�V JURXS E[SRVp KHDGOLQHV 
MetroBall

From the No. 1 pop hit ´Seasons Changeµ in 
1�88, the Latina trio E[posp has been making 

music for more than 30 years. They will 
continue to make music for Dallas audiences, 
when they headline MetroBall, the fundraiser 
for the Greg Dollgener Memorial AIDS Fund. 
Also appearing will be singer Shannon and 
hosting duties by Drag Racer Asia O’Hara.

DEETS� Station �, 3�11 Cedar Springs Road.  
� p.m. doors. �30²��0. *DMAF.org.
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calendar highlights

ARTSWEEK
THEATER
The Cherry Orchard. Local playwright %en 
Schroth adapts Chekhov’s comedy for the 
newly�formed Classics Theatre ProMect. 
Reviewed this week. Trinity River Arts Center, 
2200 N. Stemmons Freeway. Through July 1�. 
TheClassicsTheatreProject.com.
Enemies/People. Local actor, director and 
playwright %lake Hackler loosely adapted Ibsen’s 
health�crisis social drama An Enemy of the People 
for a modern environmental rights age. %ryant Hall 
on the .alita Humphreys campus,  
3�3�� Turtle Creek %lvd. Through July �. 2TT.co.
Picasso: Matador de Malaga. :ritten and 
directed by Matt Posey I conjunction with 
the Dallas Flamenco Festival. Ochre House 
Theater, 82� E[position Ave. Through Saturday. 
OchreHouseTheater.org.
The Last Five Years. Jason Robert %rown’s 
two�character musical drama, about a failed 
relationship, told both linearly and in reverse 
chronological order. Final weekend.  
Addison Theatre Centre, 1���0 Addison Road. 
:aterTowerTheatre.org.
Les Liaisons Dangereuses. Christopher 
Hampton’s biting adaptation of the 18th century 
novel about se[ual gamesmanship near  
the end of the French aristocracy. Theatre 3,  
2�00 Routh St. in the 4uadrangle. Through July 8. 
Theatre3Dallas.com.
The Lion King. The Tony Award�winning megahit 
returns for three weeks� based on the Disney 
animated Àlm. Fair Park Music Hall, �01 First Ave. 
Through July �. DallasSummerMusicals.org. 
White Rabbit Red Rabbit. One actor, no 
rehearsal, a mystery to solve. Final weekend.  
:yly Theatre, 2�00 Flora St.  
DallasTheaterCenter.org.

FINE ART
SLJQ DQG S\PEROV� 0RELOH TDJJLQJ $UW E\ 
Pedro Morales. The gay artist’s modernist work 
continues at the Uptown museum. The Museum 
of *eometric and MADI Art, 310� Carlisle St. 
Through July 1�. *eometricMADIMuseum.org.
Laura Owens. The controversial, eclectic artist 
is featured at a show at the Dallas Museum of Art 
1�1� Harwood St. Through July 2�. DMA.org.

FRIDAY 06.29
COMMUNITY
3DQRSWLNRQ. The weekly retro disco dance party, 
presented by Lord %yron. Red Light,  
2�11 Main St. Doors � p.m.

SATURDAY 06.30
COMMUNITY
FrontRunners. *ay Mogging�walking group meets 
weekly at � a.m. in Oak Lawn Park at Hall Street 
and Turtle Creek %oulevard for a run along the 
Katy Trail. 

SUNDAY 07.01
FESTIVAL
0�$�'�E� �0XVLF� $UW� 'ULQNV� EDWV�� Stage :est 
presents its �th annual indoor community festival 
of refreshments and entertainment. Pay�what�
you�can� �10 suggested. %eneÀts Stage :est. 
823 :. Vickery %lvd., Fort :orth. Noon�� p.m. 
Stage:est.org.

M.A.D.E., Stage West’s community festival, takes place Sunday in Fort Worth.

TUESDAY 07.03
FILM
Gladiator. Multiple Oscar�winning Àlm �including 
best picture and best actor Russell Crowe) is 
full of sweaty men in skirts. Screens as part of 
the Tuesday %ig Movie New Classic Series at 
Landmark’s Magnolia Theatre in the :est Village, 
3��� Mc.inney Ave.  
Screens at ��30 p.m. 

HOLIDAY
Addison Kaboom Town. .ickoff of the holiday 
with Àreworks, music, an airshow and food. Addison 
Square. AddisonKaboomTown.com.

WEDNESDAY 07.04 — 
INDEPENDENCE DAY

THURSDAY 07.05
CABARET
Dallas Cabaret Festival.  Denise Lee presents her 
annual celebration of cabaret music, now at the 
%ath House Cultural Center. Feature Ma]], R	%, 
showtunes and standards from Lee,  
Tony nominee Saycon Sengbloh and vocalist T. 
Oliver Reid. %ath House Cultural Center,  
�21 E. Lawther Drive. July �²�. �1�²�30.  
Tickets available by searching Eventbrite.com.
Glitterbomb Denton. :eekly Tueer variety  
show with a new lineup every Thursday,  
now at a new locale and new time. Andy’s %ar, 122 
N. Locust St., Denton. 8 p.m.
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Pedro Morales. The gay artist’s modernist work 
continues at the Uptown museum. The Museum 
of *eometric and MADI Art, 310� Carlisle St. 
Through July 1�. *eometricMADIMuseum.org.
Laura Owens. The controversial, eclectic artist 
is featured at a show at the Dallas Museum of Art 
1�1� Harwood St. Through July 2�. DMA.org.

FRIDAY 06.29
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3DQRSWLNRQ. The weekly retro disco dance party, 
presented by Lord %yron. Red Light,  
2�11 Main St. Doors � p.m.

SATURDAY 06.30
COMMUNITY
FrontRunners. *ay Mogging�walking group meets 
weekly at � a.m. in Oak Lawn Park at Hall Street 
and Turtle Creek %oulevard for a run along the 
Katy Trail. 

SUNDAY 07.01
FESTIVAL
0�$�'�E� �0XVLF� $UW� 'ULQNV� EDWV�� Stage :est 
presents its �th annual indoor community festival 
of refreshments and entertainment. Pay�what�
you�can� �10 suggested. %eneÀts Stage :est. 
823 :. Vickery %lvd., Fort :orth. Noon�� p.m. 
Stage:est.org.

݁  b r ow se݁  b r ow se݁  b r ow se݁

For a more complete Community 
Calendar online, visit 

Tinyurl.com/dvevents.

݁  sub mi t݁  sub mi t݁  sub mi t݁

To submit an item for inclusion in 
the Community Calendar, visit 

Tinyurl.com/dvevents.

this week’s solution

݁ EMPIRE From Page 22

See, this is the thing: If your shit is strong, Pride 
can be a real good time. If your shit is weak, 
Pride will tear a motherfucker apart! 

Oh yeah, it can be drama depending on who 
you see.  It can be major drama, especially if 
it’s the city in which you live. 

Because you’re gonna run into ex-boy-
friends.  You gonna run into exes, you gonna 
run into their exes. I was dating someone 
and every single Pride we had an issue. 
Nowadays, I’m very calm!

You have a cookbook coming out, a col-
laboration with your siblings; that’s how 
settled down you are.  I have a fucking 
cookbook with my family — I’m very settled 
down. I’m in a calm, wonderful relationship. 
My life is just calmer, it’s more secure. So 
now, when I go to pride, it’s all love, it’s fun. 
I haven’t really been able to go to a Pride 
in a couple of years and Long Beach Pride 
^HZ [OL ÄYZ[ 7YPKL [OH[ 0’ve ever performed at 
because ever since Empire started I always 
said, “No, I don’t want to do Pride until I do 
it for my album. I want it to be special. I want 
to do it when I’m on tour,” and that’s what we 
ended up doing. And it’s been fun. 

Because I need a husband: What do you 
cook for your man and are those recipes 
in the book?  Listen, everybody needs to 
know how to cook. You got to get your man 
right. 

What’s the right man dish?  I’m good at a 

good stir-fry. That’s what I cook for every-
body, and I can’t give away my secrets of 
what I throw down and how I throw down 
and what I throw down with in the kitchen. 
)\[ P[ KLÄUP[LS` NVLZ KV^U PU [OL RP[JOLU PU 
more ways than one. 

What is your Pride message for the LGBTQ 
community?  To love yourself. Love yourself 
and love each other. We are literally all we 
got, and I say this in every single show. I turn 
the lights up on the audience and I just say, 
“Society wants us to believe that the world 
doesn’t really look like this, but it does. This 
PZ ^OH[ [OL ^VYSK SVVRZ SPRL� HSS KPɈLYLU[ YHJLZ 
and cultures and religions and sexualities 
and genders and ages and body types and 
people standing, people sitting, people in a 
wheelchair, people in crutches. All of that. So 
my thing is, the people who are yelling hate-
ful things are so fucking loud, and we just 
need to lower their volume so we can raise 
up ours for us who want to preach love and 
who want to practice love.” It’s that simple. 

Listen, I know it’s deeper than just that. We 
have to deal with policy changes, we gotta 
deal with law changes. We gotta deal with all 
of that. It’s economic. It’s all of these things. 
But everything starts with love. And I hate the 
term “minority,” but if every single so-called 
minority group were to raise up and join 
[VNL[OLY� ^L ^V\SK IL H ÄLYJL THQVYP[` [OH[ 
no motherfucker could take down.

TUESDAY 07.03
FILM
Gladiator. Multiple Oscar�winning Àlm �including 
best picture and best actor Russell Crowe) is 
full of sweaty men in skirts. Screens as part of 
the Tuesday %ig Movie New Classic Series at 
Landmark’s Magnolia Theatre in the :est Village, 
3��� Mc.inney Ave.  
Screens at ��30 p.m. 

HOLIDAY
Addison Kaboom Town. .ickoff of the holiday 
with Àreworks, music, an airshow and food. Addison 
Square. AddisonKaboomTown.com.

WEDNESDAY 07.04 — 
INDEPENDENCE DAY

THURSDAY 07.05
CABARET
Dallas Cabaret Festival.  Denise Lee presents her 
annual celebration of cabaret music, now at the 
%ath House Cultural Center. Feature Ma]], R	%, 
showtunes and standards from Lee,  
Tony nominee Saycon Sengbloh and vocalist T. 
Oliver Reid. %ath House Cultural Center,  
�21 E. Lawther Drive. July �²�. �1�²�30.  
Tickets available by searching Eventbrite.com.
Glitterbomb Denton. :eekly Tueer variety  
show with a new lineup every Thursday,  
now at a new locale and new time. Andy’s %ar, 122 
N. Locust St., Denton. 8 p.m.

SATURDAY 07.07
THEATER
Hairspray. The dragtastic Broadway musical 
arrives courtesy of a partnership between Dallas 
Theater Center and the AT	T Performing Arts 
Center. Michelle Dowdy, who was in the Broadway 
cast for three years, stars. Directed by Joel Ferrell. 
:inspear Opera House, 2�03 Flora St. July �²1�. 
ATTPAC.org.
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L+S     scoop

Ask Howard
How to do the wrong thing right

Oh, say can you see SAFE SE; ONL<, 
AN<THIN* *OES or AS. ME" %y dawn’s 
early light, does bagging�it in the bedroom 
even matter nowadays, men" Such is my 
column’s confounding conundrum this week« 
and in more ways than Must always keeping a 
never�once�opened product of magically e[�
tending, mood�defeating tubular late[ in one’s 
back pocket. Thus, in homage to this week’s 
hallowed celebration of our grand country’s de�
clared independence ³ led by our ´kittyµ claw�
ing, coiffured�and�corpulent, rubber�ribbed�real�
ity�free marigold Horseman of the Apocalypse 
fecklessly at the helm ³ Dear Howard asks we 
please not hog�wallow in the usual mud�Àghting 
morass that we’ve come to addictively adMure. 
For once, I implore we all just pleasantly stroll, 
licking ice cream cones and gobbling hotdogs, 
ignorantly along our nation’s Capital Mall, down 
pretty paths lined of summertime primroses 
this Independence week. Ha� <eah, I’ll sure 
buy that for a good bed’s night in, say, the 
�,300�sTuare�foot Trump Townhouse of Our 
Marigold Horseman’s eponymously demure 
Hotel International �where late at night the help 
swears can be heard, ever so faintly, echoing 
strains of ´The Internationaleµ being butchered 
from a far distant gold�À[tured bathroom³sung 
in the russkiy yaz’ik transliteration, no less). 

Imagine if you will, Amerika, our .umTuat�
In�Chief pressing that tiny�Àngered right hand 
against what passes for his patriotic heart on 
the Fourth while vacuously gaping, demen�
tia�eyed, at the kaleidoscopic colors Áaring The 
South Lawn’s sky which, presciently enough, 
exactly match all those ubiquitous banners: the 
ones with the barbershop red�and�white stripes, 
and a mass of Àve�pointed stars �:hy, must be 
near �0 of ’em�� set against, of all bi]arre col�
ors, a Prussian�blue background toward which 
President Tangerine nudges the decorously 
decoupaged First Lady doll �named a purpose�
lessly appropriate Melania) imported to him all 
the way from Slovenia �lithium ion batteries not 
included). 

His animatronic loveliness�of�lifelessness 
adroitly mouths how cleverly forward�thinking 
is Betsy Rose for just being nothing more than, 
ahem, a seamstress� ´Let’s not why us invite 
her over, Don]y�µ perma�grins the First Lady, 
suddenly inspired after performing a fey twirl 
in her daring ´gay�friendlyµ drag�diva�laven�
der chiffon couture da]]ler, which, as she so 
astonishingly points out to Big Chief Mandarin, 
is the e[act resultantly achieved hue were all 
three tri�colors on those poles’ pennant things 
Áapping along The Lawn’s perimeter comprised 
instead of lacquered paint spun into cloth, and 
swirled all together� ´Don]y, you have Miss 
Rosa over to The East Room tonight for a 
photo�op, and pin one of those shiny Freedom 
Medal things on her�µ 

Our Oracle a l’Orange then burps toward a 
particularly delicious rocket’s stomach�growl�
ing red glare, wondering if the apple�Áavored 
lava inside his McDonald’s pie will have cooled 
down enough once this horseshit song is over 
with, yet still simultaneously multitask�tweeting, 
confounded as to why that culinary treasonous 
Dogpatch McDonald couldn’t have bothered to 
additionally revive his now e[tinct former cherry 
option during Must this one evening’s celebration 

of our very Àrst Cherry�Tree�Chopper�in�Chief 
himself, *eorge :ashington, famous for never 
being able to tell a lie, same as he, The DJT, 
Number Forty�Five . . . suddenly, then, the 
number of white satanic pentagrams on those 
Prussian wind Áappers made sense ³ what a 
great man, that President of Prussia!

A paroxysm of glory spread across his 
marmalade hole, as he syrupy whispered what 
would be yet another of our First Fembot’s 
fake�media captured Áinches, ´Lanya, I’ll call 
The President of Prussia tonight� we’ll congrat�
ulate him on my �� stars while pinning Miss 
Rose with my satin tapestry’s white watered silk 
pentagrams Áuttering behind her. <ou know, 
there Must couldn’t be two Àner, more deserving 
people never to grace Mar�a�Lago’s 2��carat 
gold doors� And trust me, tomorrow, Àrst thing, 
*uantanamo�bound goes old farmer McDon�
ald. Just be ever grateful, Lanie, you were 
never forced endure a night on the campaign 
trail at one of their Holiday Inns« they’re 
almost as bad as this white mastodon�dump, 
especially following that illegal .enyan’s eight�
year tenure. Is this fucking song ever going 
to end" It’s worse than even Christian church 
dirges� And old hay�hoeing Dogpatch best have 
a candlestick baker’s do]en of my cherry pies 
waiting for me when we Ànally get back inside, 
¶cause better red than dead, I say, believe you 
me, Comrade Trumpova� ´ 

The scary thing here, kid] ³ and we all 
know it ³ is Must how non-farfetched this 
satirically hambone conversation on The Trump 
�e[cuse me « Truman) Balcony may literally 
well be. Hell, like myself, I’m sure most all of 
you are Tuite over�it already as it is, Must being 
that The Fourth of July this year falls on a most 
unwieldy :ednesday� For the maMority of work�
ing America, taking a Àve�day summer holiday 
weekend loll�about seems even more Tuaintly 
anachronistic than, oh, glimpsing Betsy Ross 
herself in the Áesh with a thimble. Let’s kick 
back with a frosty beverage, needle in hand, 
and get right to it. 

 
'HDU +RZDUG� My new boyfriend is always 

traveling back and forth across the country for 
his Mob. :e’ve only been dating seven weeks, 
so we’re not Tuite at e[clusive�only yet� He 
still feels amusingly compelled to call me from 
whatever local watering hole’s weekday happy 
hour ³ Anaheim, Jacksonville, Portland to 
=anesville �Ohio� ³ and ask me to translate 
gay�app speak for a nightcap Tuickie within a 
two�mile radius of his hotel. I used to work for a 
now�defunct airline as a Áight attendant �trans�
lation� sky whore� so I’m his go�to translator. 
These conversations always cut straight to the 
chase� ´Hey, sunshine� I made it to the balmy 
poles of Neptune here in downtown Minneap�
olis«what does the te[ting abbreviation TEA 
in capital letters mean? Also, this dude says 
¶AS. Me’ ³ again in caps³ regarding playing 
safe, followed by ¶positively no %%,’ but then 
se], ¶I’m open�minded, high class and enMoy 
afternoon TEA every day.’ Translation, please, 
Sunshine"µ — Absalom Absalom

'HDU $EVHQWLD $EVHQWLD� I presume you’re 
transferring your assigned translator role for 
your boyfriend’s Scruff tricks’ bedroom prefer�
ences onto Howard here ³ se[ with small city 

strangers being, apparently, the only 
thing that helps your boyfriend sleep 
on the road" :hy don’t we tackle 
this via process of elimination� 
hence, I’ll begin by informing you 
what a te[ted TEA is not. 

Understand, Absentia, online 
texting jargon is in a constant state 
of Áu[� even were your boyfriend 
clever enough to conclude that, in 
*ayville, TEA is hardly an aromatic 
beverage prepared by infusing boil�
ing water with dried leaves plucked 
from the camellia sinensis shrub 
�in order to create the most widely 
consumed beverage on planet Earth 
after water�. Nor does ´spilling the 
teaµ imply a gaggle of drag Tueens 
gathered in their afternoon Ànery 
’round a table of scones, Ànger 
sandwiches and pots of clotted 
cream, to allow steep their latest 
gossipy rumors. And be thankful it’s 
no longer the ’80s³when TEA or 
´Tµ �later mutating into the feminine 
´Tinaµ� actually referred to a moist, 
powdery form of tan or brown crys�
tal meth, usually sold in aluminum 
foil ´dimeµ packages, and most often 
inhaled through a rolled�up Lincoln 
�’cause only rich folks could afford to shove 
%enMamins up their noses�. Nor is TEA silly ac�
ronymic internet slang for, say, Ta[ed Enough 
Already and Tired of Elected Assholes.

Originally, TEA was the abbreviation for 
Triethanolamine, an emulsifying agent to aid in 
the absorption of ´medicamentsµ through the 
skin� ´Tina, is that you, girl" %ut that was then, 
and TEA nowadays �for the moment, at least� 
is simply the latest text slang for marijuana—
perfectly legal to smoke in both Canada and 
even a few states . . . Must not in Te[as. As for 
the translations of SAFE ONL<, AS. ME and 
AN<THIN* *OES« well, apparently you must 
have skipped class that day, Absentia, when 
everybody else learned ´%e careful what you 
ask for.µ 

<ou’ll begin to notice a pattern emerging 
beneath the SAFE ONL< umbrella, like the fol�
lowing three hypocrites�in�hyperdrive cities� In�
dianapolis, Salt Lake City and Charlotte, where 
reigns such gloryhole�esTue prudery as these 
three ubiTuitous catch phrases� 1� NO %ARE�
%AC.�NO E;CEPTIONS �translation� E;�
CEPT FOR ERECTIONS E;CEEDIN* EI*HT 
RI*HTEOUS INCHES�� 2� %OD<�:ORSHIP�
MUSCLE�FLE;IN*, ONL<³NO ANAL 
�translation� :ILL :ORSHIP AN< FIST ONL< 
EL%O:�DEEP IF IT’S FLE;IN* A MUSCU�
LAR :ALLET IN HAND�� 3� I LIVE LIFE TO 
ITS FASTEST�AND�FULLEST �translation� I’M 
%ATSHIT %ON.ERS³RACE CAR SPELLED 
%AC.:ARDS SPELLS RACE CAR�.

%y the same token, underneath the AS. 
ME tentpoles, think the following three beau�
ty�bois’ trifecta cities ³ Atlanta, San Diego and 
Seattle³encompasses these papier�mache 
circus�rings� 1� OPEN�MINDED�NON�JUD*E�
MENTAL �translation� <A<�TO�AN<THIN* 
IF <OU’RE HOT�NA<�TO�EVER<THIN* IF 
<OU’RE NOT�� 2� %%�FRIENDL< �translation� 
CUM�DUMPSTER�JI==�JUN.IE ON TRUVADA�

PrEP�� 3� I’M HI*H CLASS, CULTURED AND 
INTELLI*ENCE�MINDED �translation� AN< 
MONE< E;CHAN*IN* HANDS IS A DONA�
TION FOR M< :HITE TRASH TIME ONL<�.

And Ànally, below the AN<THIN* *OES’ rot�
ted Áooring, think the following three linoleum 
parTuetry cities� San Francisco, New <ork and 
Miami« molders these dungeon�eTuipped, 
urbanely distinguished coastal�mecca debauch�
ees� 1� LET’S *ET THIS PART< STARTED, 
NO LIMITS APPL<� �translation� LIMITS APPL< 
TO AN<ONE :HO DOESN’T SUPPL< ME 
:ITH PART< FAVORS�� 2� I ENJO< MEN, 
:OMEN AND COUPLES, AND NEVER RE�
CEIVED AN< COMPLAINTS �translation� HE 
SA<, ´ONE AND ONE AND ONE IS THREEµ�
*OT TO %E A *RO:ER ’CAUSE HE’S NO 
HARD SHO:ER TO SEE�� 3� TESTED NE*A�
TIVE AS OF >a random date fully three months 
back is provided@ :�PAPER:OR. TO PROVE 
IT �translation� IF <OU :ANNA FUC. THE 
*ULLI%LE %O< NE;T DOOR, *O %AC. TO 
DES MOINES�.

To which all you bois naturally ne[t ask, 
´%ut, Howard, is there not at least one platinum 
´tent�Mumper passµ city, a warmly�encompass�
ing rainbow oasis where reside all three — the 
beautiful, the rich and the damned — in fairly 
eTual variations, especially with inÀdelity bein’ 
such an utter bitch these days to get away 
with"µ To which Howard responds, ´:ell, 
there is actually one city« but only one. And 
chances are very good, in fact, that if you’re 
reading this column right now, then you reside 
there already� moreover, what would a la]y 
Te[an, fruited plains’ summer be without a little 
refreshin’ ignorance and iced tea" Home of the 
brave are we, indeed� 

— Howard Lewis Russell
Do you have a Tuestion ³ about etiTuette, 

love, life or work ³ that needs a special spin 
from Howard" Send your problem to AskHow�
ard#DallasVoice.com and he may answer it.
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LIFE+STYLE
scene

Debbie, left, and Sue with Freedom Boat Club on Lake Lewisville

Joe accepts Vektor Vodka’s NGMA AdPOP Award All smiles on The Strip

The cool kids hanging out downtown

North Texas GLBT Chamber helps Yates Desygns cut the ribbon at their Grand Opening

7YPKL PU 6HR *SPɈ

• Alexandre’s: JaQuay and the Elm Street Kids on Friday. K-Marie on Saturday. Wayne Smith on 
Sunday. K-Marie on Tuesday. Chris Chism on Wednesday. Spencer West on Thursday.

• Cedar Springs Tap House: Drag on Tap at 9:30 p.m. on Monday.
• Club Changes: Wall of Food show at 9 p.m. on Thursday. 
• Club 9eÅection: Cowtown Leathermen cookout from 4-7 p.m. on Sunday.  
• Dallas Eagle: Mutt Mosh from 6-10 p.m. on Friday. United Court from 6-10 p.m. on Saturday. 
   Diablos cookout from 5-9 p.m. on Sunday. 
• Havana: Sunday Funday with DJ Nonsense from 3 p.m.-2 a.m.
• JR.’s Bar & Grill: Cassie’s Freak Show at 11 p.m. on Monday. Dreamgirls at 11 p.m. on Thurs-

day. 
• Marty’s Live: Voice oM Pride quarterÄnals on Tuesday. 
• Round-Up Saloon: Boys Boots and Boxer Briefs at 10 p.m. on Monday. Wine Walk at 6 p.m. 

on Wednesday.
• S4: Metroball benefits Greg Dollgener Memorial AIDS Fund on Friday. Independence Day 

Party at 9 p.m. on Tuesday.
• Sue Ellen’s: Mojo Dolls on Saturday. Tuesday Jam with Tyla and Ed.
• The Rose Room: Pattaya Hart is this week’s guest star Friday-Sunday.
• Urban Cowboy Saloon: An Urban Cowboy 4th at 8 p.m. on Wednesday.
• Woody’s Sports & Video Bar: “Show Your Independence Spectacular” showtunes at 9 p.m. 

on Tuesday. Show Your Independence Firecracker Fourth from 2 p.m.-2 a.m. on Wednesday.

Making the SCENE the week of June 29–July 5:

Scene Photographers: Kat Haygood and Chad Mantooth
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THE PLEASURE IS ALL YOURS

Xbiz Awards

W I N N E R
Xbiz Awards Product of the Year

1720 W. Mockingbird Ln.
Dallas, TX 75235 • 214-630-7071

(enter in rear behind New Fine Arts)

The :orld’s First *uybratorTM

with patented PulsePlate TechnologyTM

Pulse III

DMA’s Pride Party photos courtesy of Jimmy Bartlett 
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Take PRIDE 
in your ride with the

Located in the heart 
of the gayborhood on 

Cedar Springs and Mockingbird 
just across from Love Field

2800 W. Mockingbird Ln.  Dallas, TX  75235  |  1.855.612.3119 | MetroplexCDJR.com

Great Deals  c  Great Service  c Great StaɈ   c Great Location

Come see your LGBT 
community representatives

Chris  | 214-562-4631
Marcos  | 972-946-7847

Friends feeling fabulous on The StripGirls’ night out at JR.’sKassia has an admirer at JR.’s

Friends out for fun

Major is on duty at Dallas Eagle
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MarketPlace
Your calling card for LGBT Texas business

For  information on adverrtising, call us at:
214-754-8710 ext. 110. Visit us online at:

dallasvoice.com/marketplace

The Premier Media Source for LGBT Texas

MarketPlaceMarketPlace

Attorneys 
who aren’t 
crooked or 

straight

,Z[H[L 7SHUUPUN ࠮ >PSSZ 
Trusts & Asset Protection

LGBT Resources
Powers of Attorney

Advanced Directives
Business Law

Covellpc�com • ������������
���� 9a^lins St� Dallas� T? ���� 

 Law Firm

PR, Marketing &
Crisis Communications

KRIS MARTIN
KrisMartinPR.com
krismartinpr@gmail.com
214-287-1068

Kris Martin Delivers Results!

 Insurance

State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company, State Farm 
Indemnity Company, Bloomington, IL

Texas County Mutual, Dallas, TX1601560

Drive 
happier.

Join the millions who protect their 
cars with us. It’s one more way 
I’m here to help life go right.™

CALL ME TODAY FOR A QUOTE.

Scott Beseda, Agent
4411 Lemmon Ave, Ste 203
Dallas, TX  75219
Bus: 214-219-6610
www.scottbeseda.com

 Insurance Insurance

Caliber Home Loans, Inc., 1525 S. Beltline Rd Coppell, TX 75019 NMLS ID #15622 (www.nmlsconsumeraccess.org). 1-800-
401-6587. Copyright © 2018. All Rights Reserved. This is not an offer to enter into an agreement. Not all customers will qualify. 
Information, rates, and programs are subject to change without prior notice. All products are subject to credit and property 
approval. Not all products are available in all states or for all dollar amounts. Other restrictions and limitations apply. Residential 
Mortgage Loan Originator. Equal Housing Lender. Branch address: 1300 Monticello, Suite 150  Dallas, Texas 75205.

Christian Johnson 
Branch Manager • NMLS#: 552551

The “go to guy”in the mortgage industry!
214-763-8767 • Homeloansbychristian.com

Passion
equality

e�ort

service

 Real Estate

Virgin Couriers, 
a Fun LGBT Owned Company 

is hiring full time couriers. 
Must have your own vehicle, 

valid drivers license, and proof 
of insurance. Make excellent 

money and enjoy your job too!

Call 214-703-9600
Experience preferred

Want To Be A 
Virgin Again?
Want To Be A 
Virgin Again?

 Employment

4514 Cole Ave. • Suite 600 
Dallas, TX 75205

Not certified by the Texas Board of Legal Specialization

Cohabitation Agreements,
Adoption, Child Custody,

Divorce, Property Division,
Child Support

Family Law

Wills, Medical & Durable Powers of Attorney, 
Guardianship, Litigation

Estate planning and Probate

Specializing In Family,  
Estate Planning,  

Property Agreements 
& Divisions

LGBT Issues

 Personal Care

Ken Southerland
Account Manager

1919 S. Shiloh Rd., Suite 520
Garland, TX  75042-8212
Bus. 469.326.3335  Fax 469.326.3340
ken@myteamnguyen.com
www.myteamnguyen.com

Thinh Nguyen, Agent
The greatest compliment you can give is a referral.

 Insurance

Kris Martin Delivers Results!
 Business Services

Duplex for lease.
Casa Linda. 2bdrm 1 bath.
Available July 1.
Looking for just the right 
person(s) No children, 
pet(s) allowed upon 
approval.$1250mo. 
Contact Patti 
214-519-1504

 Real Estate

The Round-Up Saloon, home of good times and good people, 
is looking for an amazing DJ to pack their legendary dance 
ÁRRU�  <RX PXVW EH FRPIRUWDEOH SOD\LQJ DOO W\SHV RI PXVLF«

country, pop & dance music.
Applications accepted at RoundUpSaloon.com 

or stop in at 3912 Cedar Springs

★ ★

 Employment
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 Real Estate

MarketPlace
Your calling card for LGBT Texas business
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MarketPlace
Your calling card for LGBT Texas business
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dallasvoice.com/marketplace

The Premier Media Source for LGBT Texas

Call me today!  
214.563.7010
Derrick@DerrickDawson.com

Finding you more than just a home.
Finding your lifestyle.

DERRICK DAWSON
REALTOR® | Lic. #0606231
GRI | PSA | CAM | CAPS

 Real Estate

Yes I know...another dang 
REALTOR to choose from.  

Choose me for all your Real Estate needs 
and I will donate up to $1,000 to any 

6.S. based non-profit -(#5 orHani[ation 
after each closinH has funded�.   

JOHN CRAMER, Realtor(R) 

214-212-6865
 *donation amounts vary based on final sale price at closing 

and subject to change without notice.

 Real Estate Real Estate

 Real Estate

AndrewCollinsRealtor@Gmail.com

214.668.8287

REALTOR

urban dallas 
oak lawn
uptown
turtle creek

ANDREW 
COLLINS

3208 Cole Ave. #1209 
Totally Tricked-out Uptown condo

2 bed 2 full bath, 2 fire places, Wood Floors, 
SS Appliances, Open floor plan

Secure parking, Pool 1048 sq ft • $319,000

REALTOR

urban dallas 
oak lawn
uptown
turtle creek

ANDREWANDREW
COLLINSCOLLINS

OPEN HOUSE
Sunday 1pm - 3pm

 Real Estate

Keller Williams 
Realty

www.mrealtygroup.com
toddmaley@aol.com

Todd Maley

972-205-0636

LET’S MAKE A
DEAL!

Proudly 
Serving 

the LGBT 
Community

 Real Estate

HGroup
214.659.3624

phil@hgrouphomes.com
www.hgrouphomes.com

Phil Hobson
Founder/Realtor®

Call us today to find out why people rely on us!Call us today to find out why people rely on us!
 Real Estate

THE

PAINTER
Specializing In Interior Painting

25 Years Experience
Free Estimated

Extremely Meticulous
TONY R.

972-754-1536
TonyRThePainter@netscape.com

Home Services
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SUMMER IS HOT IN TEXAS!

Jade Air
AIR CONDITIONING
    & HEATING

PROMPT
EXCEPTIONAL

SERVICE!

SERVING THE LGBT COMMUNITY FOR OVER 20 YEARS!
JadeAirDallas.com 

214.522.2805
214.923.7904

But a well-maintained and efficient air conditioner can keep you cool

SERVICE • SALES • INSTALLS
ALL MAJOR BRANDS

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

SUMMER IS HOT IN TEXAS!
Home Services

Morris 
Garcia 
Chief Operations  
Officer

972-489-4130

Tim 
Phillips
Operations
Tim@NorthStarRFG.com

972-935-7926

WE GUIDE YOU,...IN THE RIGHT DIRECTION
MAIN: 214.234.5596

Home Services

MarketPlace
Your calling card for LGBT Texas business

For  information on adverrtising, call us at:
214-754-8710 ext. 110. Visit us online at:

dallasvoice.com/marketplace

The Premier Media Source for LGBT Texas

FENCE STAINING, INTERIOR/EXTERIOR,
TAPE, BED & TEXTURE

METICULOUS & ATTENTION TO DETAIL
POWER WASHING

469-471-8618
25 YEARS EXPERIENCE! 

SATISFACTION GUARANTEED! 
NEAT, CLEAN & RELIABLE

EDDIE’S 
QUALITY PAINTING

Home Services

Experience Counts!
20+ Years Supporting the Community
www.FantasticMoves.com

TX
D

M
V 

00
52

14
40

B

VOTED BEST MOVERS 8 YEARS & COUNTING

Fantastic Moves

10610 Metric Drive, Suite # 175 Dallas, TX  75243

 Moving

Travel

 Adult

MarketPlace
Your calling card for LGBT Texas business

For  information on adverrtising, call us at:
214-754-8710 ext. 110. Visit us online at:

dallasvoice.com/marketplace

The Premier Media Source for LGBT Texas

MarketPlace
Your calling card for LGBT Texas business

For  information on adverrtising, call us at:
214-754-8710 ext. 110. Visit us online at:

dallasvoice.com/marketplace

The Premier Media Source for LGBT Texas

MarketPlace

Watch...Watch...
@dallasvoice.com

 Advertisements

                       sandi8668@outlook.com

SANDRA COMER
                       sandi8668@outlook.com

Independent Team Beachbody coach guiding you to 
OLSW `V\ HJOPL]L `V\Y OLHS[O HUK Ä[ULZZ NVHSZ PU 2018!

 Personal Care
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Across
 1 Rocky Horror Picture Show

following, e.g.
 5 Cruising areas
 9 Suitcases
13 Area east of the Urals
14 Grace, or will to be

diplomatic
15 Come out
16 Swarm
17 Tennis stadium in

Queens
18 Italian sports car, brie�y
19 Actor currently directing

and playing the title role 
in a movie about Oscar

22 Sex-toy batteries
23 One who wears very

little clothing
24 Put it in a stallion’s

mouth
27 What you must

remember, as time 
goes by

30 Queen bee’s mate
34 From the top
36 Cole Porter’s “___

Gigolo”
37 Transnational money
38 Pictures from the movie

about Oscar?
41 GLAMA award, e.g.
42 Old Spanish queen
43 Went lickety-split
44 Panache
45 Bad bottom-line news

47 St. of the Cathedral 
of Hope

48 Print measures
50 Long sandwich, for short
52 Steppenwolf song 

about Oscar?
59 Melville novel about 

a mutiny
60 On top of that
61 Lubricates
63 Avoid premature

ejaculation
64 Serengeti sound
65 Kind of child
66 Family diagram
67 Macho man
68 Coming of Age in Samoa

author

Down
 1 Roof animal of Tennessee
 2 Visitor at 

lesbianation.com
 3 In ___ of
 4 Home of the Buccaneers
 5 Patrick Stewart’s

Enterprise, for one
 6 Over and done
 7 Masseuse’s target
 8 Carell, who played 

Bobby Riggs in Battle of
the Sexes

 9 Hairy gay guy,
redundantly?

10 Trucker’s rod
11 Present

12 Online exaggeration,
perhaps

20 Enjoy Stephen Pyles
21 Church leader
24 Gathering places for

Gaius Julius
25 Words before water 

or pursuit
26 Opening for a bopper?
28 Push forward
29 Larry Kramer’s Just ___ 
31 Phrase from Ripley
32 Cathedral word in 

gay Paree
33 Flynn role opposite

Davis
35 Circle on a Bernstein’s

staff
39 “___ we a pair?”
40 Durable 1960s 

game show
46 Word before generis
49 Flies like an eagle
51 Emulate a pansy
52 Make a break for it
53 Barbra’s Funny Girl

co-star
54 Name repeated in a 

Stein quote
55 Rorschach stain
56 Biblical birthright seller
57 Wine partner
58 Enchanted Disney

character
62 Providence lead role 

Solution on Page 27

q-puzzle

Oscar, but not an award

Discover…
    Love, Romance & Friendship
Discover…
    Love, Romance & Friendship

DVSingles, the premier  
gay and lesbian dating 

site for North Texas.
Find a Match within 

minutes on your mobile 
phone or desktop!

Hosted by Dallas Voice

 Advertisements

2528 W. Walnut, Garland 
(972) 276-0893

2528 W. Walnut, Garland 
(972) 276-0893

7 Day Rentals! $6 DVD’s!
$9.95 Head Cleaners. 

 Adult

 Adult

Full Service Pet Care
for Our Community

Rick Adams
whitelighterdfw@yahoo.com

214.742.9177  

From pet walking to in-home pet sitting,
WE DO IT ALL!

Serving Uptown, Oak Lawn and Park Cities area.

 Pet Sitting

MarketPlace






