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TRUVADA for PrEP (pre-exposure prophylaxis) is a prescription medicine that is used

together with safer sex practices to help reduce the risk of getting HIV-1 through sex.

This use is only for HIV-negative adults who are at high risk of getting HIV-1. To help
determine your risk of getting HIV-1, talk openly with your healthcare provider about
your sexual health.

Ask your healthcare provider if you have questions about how to prevent getting HIV.

Always practice safer sex and use condoms to lower the chance of sexual contact with
body fluids. Never reuse or share needles or other items that have body fluids on them.

Before taking TRUVADA for PrEP:

You must be HIV-negative before you start taking TRUVADA for PrEP. You must
get tested to make sure that you do not already have HIV-1. Do not take TRUVADA

to reduce the risk of getting HIV-1 unless you are confirmed to be HIV-negative.
Many HIV-1 tests can miss HIV-1 infection in a person who has recently

become infected. If you have flu-like symptoms, you could have recently become
infected with HIV-1. Tell your healthcare provider if you had a flu-like illness within

the last month before starting or at any time while taking TRUVADA for PrEP.
Symptoms of new HIV-1 infection include tiredness, fever, joint or muscle aches,
headache, sore throat, vomiting, diarrhea, rash, night sweats, and/or enlarged
lymph nodes in the neck or groin.

While taking TRUVADA for PrEP:

You must continue to use safer sex practices. Just taking TRUVADA for PrEP

may not keep you from getting HIV-1.
You must stay HIV-negative to keep taking TRUVADA for PrEP:
Get tested for HIV-1 at least every 3 months.

If you think you were exposed to HIV-1, tell your healthcare provider right away.

To further help reduce your risk of getting HIV-1:
Know your HIV status and the HIV status of your partners.

Get tested for other sexually transmitted infections. Other infections make it
easier for HIV to infect you.
Get information and support to help reduce risky sexual behavior, such as
having fewer sex partners.
Do not miss any doses of TRUVADA. Missing doses may increase your risk of
getting HIV-1 infection.
If you do become HIV-1 positive, you need more medicine than TRUVADA
alone to treat HIV-1. TRUVADA by itself is not a complete treatment for HIV-1. If
you have HIV-1 and take only TRUVADA, your HIV-1 may become harder to treat
over time.

TRUVADA can cause serious side effects:

Worsening of hepatitis B (HBV) infection. TRUVADA is not approved to treat HBV.
If you have HBV and stop taking TRUVADA, your HBV may suddenly get worse. Do
not stop taking TRUVADA without first talking to your healthcare provider, as they

will need to monitor your health.

Do not take TRUVADA for PrEP if you:

Already have HIV-1 infection or if you do not know your HIV-1 status. If
you are HIV-1 positive, you need to take other medicines with TRUVADA to treat
HIV-1. TRUVADA by itself is not a complete treatment for HIV-1. If you have HIV-1
and take only TRUVADA, your HIV-1 may become harder to treat over time.

Also take certain medicines to treat hepatitis B infection.

Serious side effects of TRUVADA may also include:

Kidney problems, including kidney failure. Your healthcare provider may do
blood tests to check your kidneys before and during treatment with TRUVADA.
If you develop kidney problems, your healthcare provider may tell you to stop
taking TRUVADA.

Too much lactic acid in your blood (lactic acidosis), which is a serious but
rare medical emergency that can lead to death. Tell your healthcare provider
right away if you get these symptoms: weakness or being more tired than usual,
unusual muscle pain, being short of breath or fast breathing, stomach pain with
nausea and vomiting, cold or blue hands and feet, feel dizzy or lightheaded, or a
fast or abnormal heartbeat.

Severe liver problems, which in rare cases can lead to death. Tell your
healthcare provider right away if you get these symptoms: skin or the white part
of your eyes turns yellow, dark “tea-colored” urine, light-colored stools, loss of
appetite for several days or longer, nausea, or stomach-area pain.

Bone problems, including bone pain, softening, or thinning, which may lead to

fractures. Your healthcare provider may do tests to check your bones.
Common side effects in people taking TRUVADA for PrEP are stomach-area
(abdomen) pain, headache, and decreased weight. Tell your healthcare provider if

you have any side effects that bother you or do not go away.

All your health problems. Be sure to tell your healthcare provider if you have or
have had any kidney, bone, or liver problems, including hepatitis.

If you are pregnant or plan to become pregnant. It is not known if
TRUVADA can harm your unborn baby. If you become pregnant while taking
TRUVADA for PrEP, talk to your healthcare provider to decide if you should
keep taking TRUVADA.

If you are breastfeeding (nursing) or plan to breastfeed. Do not breastfeed. If
you become HIV-positive, HIV can be passed to the baby in breast milk.

All the medicines you take, including prescription and over-the-counter
medicines, vitamins, and herbal supplements. TRUVADA may interact with
other medicines. Keep a list of all your medicines and show it to your healthcare
provider and pharmacist when you get a new medicine.

If you take certain other medicines with TRUVADA, your healthcare provider
may need to check you more often or change your dose. These medicines
include certain medicines to treat hepatitis C (HCV) infection.

You are encouraged to report negative side effects of prescription drugs to the

FDA. Visit www.FDA.gov/medwatch, or call 1-800-FDA-1088.

Please see Important Facts about TRUVADA for PrEP including important warnings on the following page.
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JADA for PrEP™ is a once-daily prescription medicine that
1elp reduce the risk of getting HIV-1 when taken every day
fl used together with safer sex practices.

. TRUVADA for PrEP is only for adults who are at high risk of getting HIV through sex.
You must be HIV-negative before you start taking TRUVADA for PrEP.

« your doctor about your risk of getting HIV-1 infection
d if TRUVADA for PrEP may be right for you.

« Truvada

3 emtricitabine 200 mg/ tenofovir
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D Truvada

emtricitabine 200 mg/ tenofovir
disoproxil fumarate 300 mg tablets

for (G pre-exposure prophylaxis

(tru-VAH-dah)

MOST IMPORTANT INFORMATION ABOUT
TRUVADA FOR PrEP

Before starting TRUVADA for PrEP:

¢ You must be HIV-1 negative. You must get tested to make sure that you do not already
have HIV-1. Do not take TRUVADA for PrEP to reduce the risk of getting HIV-1 unless you are
confirmed to be HIV-1 negative.

¢ Many HIV-1 tests can miss HIV-1 infection in a person who has recently become
infected. Symptoms of new HIV-1 infection include flu-like symptoms, tiredness, fever, joint or
muscle aches, headache, sore throat, vomiting, diarrhea, rash, night sweats, and/or enlarged
lymph nodes in the neck or groin. Tell your healthcare provider if you have had a flu-like illness
within the last month before starting TRUVADA for PrEP.

While taking TRUVADA for PrEP:
¢ You must continue to use safer sex practices. Just taking TRUVADA for PrEP may not
keep you from getting HIV-1.

¢ You must stay HIV-negative to keep taking TRUVADA for PrEP. Get tested for HIV-1 at least
every 3 months while taking TRUVADA for PrEP. Tell your healthcare provider right away if you
think you were exposed to HIV-1 or have a flu-like illness while taking TRUVADA for PrEP.

¢ If you do become HIV-1 positive, you need more medicine than TRUVADA alone to
treat HIV-1. If you have HIV-1 and take only TRUVADA, your HIV-1 may become harder to
treat over time.

o See the “How To Further Reduce Your Risk” section for more information.
TRUVADA may cause serious side effects, including:

¢ Worsening of hepatitis B (HBV) infection. TRUVADA is not approved to treat HBV. If you
have HBV, your HBV may suddenly get worse if you stop taking TRUVADA. Do not stop taking
TRUVADA without first talking to your healthcare provider, as they will need to check your health
regularly for several months.

ABOUT TRUVADA FOR PrEP

TRUVADA for PrEP is a prescription medicine used together with safer sex practices to help
reduce the risk of getting HIV-1 through sex. This use is only for HIV-negative adults who are at
high risk of getting HIV-1.

* To help determine your risk of getting HIV-1, talk openly with your healthcare provider about
your sexual health.

Do NOT take TRUVADA for PrEP if you:
¢ Already have HIV-1 infection or if you do not know your HIV-1 status.
* Take certain medicines to treat hepatitis B infection.

HOW TO TAKE TRUVADA FOR PrEP

« Take 1 tablet once a day, every day, not just when you think you have been exposed to HIV-1.
* Do not miss any doses. Missing doses may increase your risk of getting HIV-1 infection.
e Use TRUVADA for PrEP together with condoms and safer sex practices.

o Get tested for HIV-1 at least every 3 months. You must stay HIV-negative to keep taking
TRUVADA for PrEP.

IMPORTANT FACTS

This is only a brief summary of important information about taking
TRUVADA for PrEP™ (pre-exposure prophylaxis) to help reduce the
risk of getting HIV-1 infection. This does not replace talking to your
healthcare provider about your medicine.

POSSIBLE SIDE EFFECTS OF TRUVADA FOR PrEP

TRUVADA can cause serious side effects, including:

e Those in the “Most Important Information About TRUVADA for PrEP” section.

* New or worse kidney problems, including kidney failure.

 Too much lactic acid in your blood (lactic acidosis), which is a serious but rare medical emergency
that can lead to death. Tell your healthcare provider right away if you get these symptoms: weakness
or being more tired than usual, unusual muscle pain, being short of breath or fast breathing, stomach
pain with nausea and vomiting, cold or blue hands and feet, feel dizzy or lightheaded, or a fast or
abnormal heartbeat.

o Severe liver problems, which in rare cases can lead to death. Tell your healthcare provider right away
if you get these symptoms: skin or the white part of your eyes turns yellow, dark “tea-colored” urine,
light-colored stools, loss of appetite for several days or longer, nausea, or stomach-area pain.

© Bone problems.

Common side effects in people taking TRUVADA for PrEP include stomach-area (abdomen) pain,
headache, and decreased weight.

These are notall the possible side effects of TRUVADA. Tell your healthcare provider right away if you
have any new symptoms while taking TRUVADA for PrEP.

Your healthcare provider will need to do tests to monitor your health before and during
treatment with TRUVADA for PrEP.

BEFORE TAKING TRUVADA FOR PrEP

Tell your healthcare provider if you:

 Have or have had any kidney, bone, or liver problems, including hepatitis.

¢ Have any other medical conditions.

e Are pregnant or plan to become pregnant.

e Are breastfeeding (nursing) or plan to breastfeed. Do not breastfeed. If you become HIV-positive, HIV
can pass to the baby in breast milk.

Tell your healthcare provider about all the medicines you take:

e Keep a list that includes all prescription and over-the-counter medicines, vitamins, and herbal
supplements, and show it to your healthcare provider and pharmacist.

 Ask your healthcare provider or pharmacist about medicines that should not be taken with TRUVADA
for PrEP.

HOW TO FURTHER REDUCE YOUR RISK

e Know your HIV status and the HIV status of your partners.
o Get tested for other sexually transmitted infections. Other infections make it easier for HIV to
infect you.
* Get information and support to help reduce risky sexual behavior, such as having fewer sex partners.
¢ Do not share needles or personal items that can have blood or body fluids on them.

GET MORE INFORMATION

¢ This is only a brief summary of important information about TRUVADA for PrEP. Talk to your
healthcare provider or pharmacist to learn more, including how to prevent HIV infection.

e (o to start.truvada.com or call 1-800-GILEAD-5

e |f you need help paying for your medicine, visit start.truvada.com for program information.

TRUVADA FOR PREP, the TRUVADA FOR PREP Logo, the TRUVADA Blue Pill Design, TRUVADA, GILEAD, and the GILEAD Logo are trademarks of Gilead

(¥) GILEAD

Version date: April 2017
© 2017 Gilead Sciences, Inc. All rights reserved. TVDC0166 08/17

Sciences, Inc., or its related companies. All other marks referenced herein are the property of their respective owners.
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ETEXAS NEWS

Judy Shepard: U.S. going backwards
CoH breaking ground on new entryway
LGBT smoking rate still high

" LIFE+STYLE

‘Black Panther’ lives up to the hype
Brandi Carlile empowers with song

Conspirare battles hate with music

= ON THE COVER
Chadwick Boseman stars in ‘The Black

Panther,” opening in wide release today

departments

The Gay Agenda 27 | Best Bets
News 31 Cassie Nova
CommUNITY 32 | Scene
Life+Style 36 | MarketPlace
dallasvoice.com

The Premier Media Source for LGBT Texas

J

Smashing High Prices!
vz AN

The Largest Selection of Cabinets, Doors,
Vanities and Tubs in the DFW Area

Save 40% - 60%

2610 West Miller Rd ¢ Garland * 972-926-0100
5832 E. Belknap ¢ Haltom City « 871-831-3600
www.builderssurplustexas.com

Il circle

ERNA

HANDCRAFTED ITALIAN

LGBT Owned & Operated

Behind Full Circle Tavern
1319 S. Lamar St 214-208-3435 thefulicircletavern.com

Smlle with

CAROLE ANN BOYD, DDS, PC

general & cosmetic
dentistry

4514 COLE AVE, STE 905
DALLAS, TX 75205
214.521.6261 = DRBOYD.NET

MaXe—

Dental Comfort Dog

Employment
Discrimination Lawyer

Law Office of
Rob Wiley, P.C.

Super Lawyers

D
BEST LAWYERS
——— [DRALRE BMCME.FET.!EEEQ

LADOR AND EMPLOYMENT LAW
HOMSON REUTERS

214-528-6500 * robwiley.com

2613 Thomas Ave., Dallas, TX 75204

614-602 Finley Ct. - $445,000-$469,900
16 Modern 3/3 New Construction Townhomes with
Rooftop Terrace 1,995 - 2,222 SF/BP

Bishop Arts District

2112 Leander - $273,000

Charming Cottage 2/2/2 LA in highly desirable neighborhood
- 1,570 SF/Tax

Stevens Park Village

$343,000
Luxury 2/2.1 Garden Home, Community Pool - 1,684 SF/ Appr
Wedglea Creek

2566 Wedglea Dr. -

2308 Colorudo Blvd $425
Excepfionally Renovated Home 3/2//1 LA - 1,696 SF/Appr.
Stevens Park Village

2734 Wilton Ave.- $235,000
Tudor Inspired Home - 4/2/1 LA - 2,067 SF/Appr.
Sunset Crest

i CAL.IBE‘.R
BN HOME LOANS | [sonnso _'

s oume oD | 214.763.8767
_!"Im DAVE PERRY-MILLER "l

fa\i REAL ESTATE

» HEWITT HABGOOD

—GROUP

214.752.7070 | HewittHabgood.com
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AIN changes name but

not acronym

AIDS Interfaith Network is now Access and
Information Network. The organization — mostly
known by its acronym AIN — is still AIN.

The new name reflects the expanded services
AIN provides, Development Associate Mark Quigley
explained. Each year, AIN reaches 14,000 people
with HIV and STD testing and information. But AIN
also teams with Dallas County Health Department
and other health departments in North Texas to
offer glucose testing and provide information on
other medical conditions.

AIN continues to provide HIV services through
the Howie Daire Center.

Quigley also said that although the “interfaith”
part of the name was dropped, faith leaders
still provide a major part of AIN’s core base of
volunteers. AIN was originally founded by religious
groups to provide information to churches and
other religious institutions on how to help members
with the virus and had a buddy program to team
volunteers with people living with AIDS.

—David Taffet

Headliners announced
for MetroBall

Expose and Shannon will headline this year’s
MetroBall, organizers announced Monday, Feb. 12.

The Greg Dollgener AIDS Memorial Fund stages
the annual event at S4 to provide funds for services
for people with HIV that other grants won'’t cover.
GDMAF provides emergency financial assistance

FEATURING TWO
LIVE PRRFORMANCES!

AlDS FUNDRAISER

Wb s
pre

resources have been exhausted.

Expose is known for the hits “Come Go With
Me,” “Point of No Return” and “Seasons Change.”
Shannon'’s chart toppers include “Let the Music
Play” and “Give Me Tonight.”

MetroBall 13 takes place on June 29. General
admission tickets are $30. VIP tickets include the
opportunity to meet the '80s pop dance icons.
Tickets are on sale now.

—David Taffet

Texas candidate gets

LPAC endorsement

Officials with Lesbian Super Pac — LPAC —
on Tuesday, Feb. 13 announced that the PAC is
endorsing three more candidates, including a
lesbian running for the Texas state Senate.

Fran Watson, who is running to represent
Texas District 17, which starts on the west side of
Houston and runs south to Freeport on the Texas
Gulf Coast, is a native Houstonian who works as
an attorney. She and her wife, Kim Atkins, were
married in 2013.

According to the LPAC press released District
12 is a traditionally Republican district, but “the
demographics of the area are shifting. ... Watson

appears to have the edge in her primary as well
as the ability to mobilize young, energetic voters.”
The other two candidates included in LPAC’s
most recent endorsements include U.S. Rep.
Krysten Sinema of Arizona, the first open bisexual
elected to Congress, who is now running for the
U.S. Senate, and Lauren Baer, who is running to
represent Florida’s District 18 in the U.S. House.
Watson is one of 40 openly LGBT candidates

Fran Watson

running for public office this year in Texas.
Although LPAC says that if elected, Watson
“would be first openly LGBTQ candidate elected
to state’s upper chamber,” two other openly-LGBT
candidates are also running for the Texas Senate:

Mark Phariss, an attorney who with his husband
Vic and an Austin lesbian couple successfully
sued the state of Texas for marriage equality, is
running against Brian Chaput for the Democratic
nomination in District 8.

And in District 25, Shannon McClendon is
challenging incumbent state Sen. Donna Campbell
in the Republican Primary.

— Tammye Nash

Trump’s popularity in Texas trackD
with national disapproval

President Donald Trump’s approval rating in
the latest Gallup Poll is 38 percent. In Texas, his
approval rating stands at 39 percent.

It seems the closer people are to Trump, the
less they like him. In the election, only 8 percent of
voters in Manhattan voted for him. Now, Trump’s
lowest approval rating is in Washington D.C. with 6
percent approval.

Among states, Vermont likes Trump the least
giving him a 26 percent approval. Rounding out
the bottom are Massachusetts (27 percent),
California (29 percent) Hawaii (29 percent) and
Maryland and home state New York (30 percent).

In 12 states, Trump’s approval remains about
50 percent — Alabama, Alaska, Arkansas, Idaho,
Kentucky, Montana, North Dakota, Oklahoma,
South Dakota, Tennessee, West Virginia and
Wyoming.

Trump’s first year approval rating was the lowest
in Gallup polling history. His approval at the end
of one year was 20 points lower than President
Barack Obama’s.

The Gallup organization noted that in the
low polling number is significant in years with
Congressional elections. “Popular presidents also
tend to weather midterm election years with fewer
party losses in Congress,” Gallup reported.

In addition, Trump will be a drag on elections
in more states than expected, including Texas.
However, Democratic senators in Montana, North
Dakota and West Virginia are up for re-election.
Should Trump’s popularity in those states translate
into Republican wins, a Democratic takeover of the
Senate could be difficult.

—David Taffet
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30-year law enforcement veteran

Award of Appreciation from the
Dallas Civil Service Board Recipient

6 dallasvoice.com

Extensive experience in project management
and finance, supervision, implementation of
general policies, non-profit development,
and public speaking

Jeff’s passion for creating a close-knit community

and his ability to communicate effectively
under stressful situations WILL positively
impact Precinct 5.

“We must learn to live together as
brothers or perish together as fools”
— Martin Luther King, Jr.

'f VoteJeffBryan

Political Advertising Paid for and authorized
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Democrats of Dallas

Endorsements for the 2018 Democratic Primary.

U.S. Senator
Beto O'Rourke

U.S. Rep, District 24
Jan McDowell

U.S. Rep, District 26
Co-Endorsement
Linsey Fagan and Will Fisher

U.S. Rep, District 30
Eddie Bernice Johnson

U.S. Rep, District 32
Colin Alired

U.S. Rep, District 33
Marc Veasey

Governor
Lupe Valdez
Lt. Governor
Mike Collier

State Comptroller
Joi Chevalier

State Board of Education,
District 11

Carla Morton

State Senator, District 8
Mark Phariss

State Senator, District 16
Nathan Johnson

State Rep, District 100
Eric Johnson

State Rep, District 104
Jessica Gonzalez

State Rep, District 105
Terry Meza

State Rep, District 108
Joanna Cattanach

State Rep, District 109
Carl Sherman, Sr.

State Rep, District 113
Rhetta Bowers

State Rep, District 115
Julie Johnson

District Judge, 68th District
Martin Hoffman

District Judge, 160th District
Jim Jordan

District Judge, 193rd District
Carl Ginsberg

District Judge, 203rd District
Raquel “Rocky” Jones

District Judge, 204th District
Stephen Duplantis

District Judge, 255th District
Sandre Moncriffe

District Judge, 265th District
Jennifer Bennett

District Judge, 283rd District
Lela Mays

(Warning issued against Mays’
opponent, Vonciel Hill)

Criminal Distfrict Judge, No. 1
Tina Yoo Clinton

Criminal District Judge, No. 6
Alison Grinter

Criminal District Judge, No. 7
Mark Watson
Family District Judge
302nd District
Sandra Jackson

Family District Judge 304th Disfrict
LaDeitra Adkins

District Aftorney
John Creuzot
Judge, County Court at Law
No. 2
Melissa Bellan
Judge, County Court at Law

No. 4
Ken Tapscott

Judge, Criminal Court at Law,
Court 3

Audrey Moorehead

Judge, Criminal Court at Law,
Court 10
Roberto Canas
Judge, County Court Criminal
Court of Appeals, No. 1
Kristin Wade

Sheriff
Roy Williams Jr.

Justice of the Peace,
Pct 2, Place 1

Margaret O’Brien
Justice of the Peace,
Pct 4 Place 2
Katy Hubener
Justice of the Peace,
Pct 5 Place 2
Juan Jasso
Constable, Pct 1
Tracey Gully
Constable, Pct 4
Sha Steger Knight
Constable, Pct 5
Beth Villarreal

Dallas County Party Chair
Carol Donovan

Early Voting

February 20 - March 2

Vote at ANY early voting polling location.

Visit Dallascountyvotes.org
for complete list of voting locations.

Make sure to tear this page out
and take it with you to the polls

Political Ad paid for by Cassandra Gandara,
Treasurer, Stonewall Democrats of Dallas
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¢ TAUEN

Have an event coming up? Email your
information to Managing Editor Tammye
Nash at nash@dallasvoice.com or Senior Staff
Writer David Taffet at taffet@dallasvoice.com
by Wednesday at 5 p.m. for that week’s issue.

FEBRUARY

¢ Feb. 16: Federal Club mixer

Dallas/Fort Worth Federal Club celebrates
the Chinese New Year with a mixer at
Chino Chinatown, 3011 Gulden Lane

in Dallas, with complimentary chips,

salsa and guacamole, $7 cocktails and $5
selected beers, from 6-8 p.m.Sponsored by
the Gay and Lesbian Fund for Dallas.

Self parking is available; valet service is $5.
Ride-sharing is encouraged.

¢ Feb. 17: Gold Medal Gaybingo
Monthly fundraiser for Resource
Center takes place from 6-9 p.m. at the
Rose Room at 54, 3911 Cedar Springs
Road. 214-540-4458. MyResourceCenter.
org/gaybingo.

¢ Feb. 17: Krewe to Cure
Arthritis-Mardi Gras Ball

From 6-11 p.m. at The Hall on Dragon
Street, 1500 Dragon St.

e Feb. 20: Early voting begins

Early voting for the March primary runs
Feb. 20-March 2. Vote at any early voting
location in your county.

¢ Feb. 20: Love, Simon

GALA North Texas hosts a screening
of the gay teen love story Love, Simon
at 7 p.m. at Cinemark West Plano,

3800 Dallas Pkwy. For information visit
GALANorthTexas.org.

¢ Feb. 21: Conspirare —

“Considering Matthew Shepherd”
Berklee College of Music presents the
Dallas debut of vocal ensemble Conspirare,
performing Considering Matthew
Shepherd, a three-part oratorio composed
by Craig Hella Johnson, at 7:30 p.m. at
Moody Performance Hall, 2520 Flora St.
Tickets are available online at DMA.org.

e Feb. 21: Digit 1919

Meet and greet cocktail hour from
5:30-7:30 p.m. at 1919 S. Akard St.
Visit Digit1919.com for info.

e Feb. 27: Family Night at Durkin’s
GALA North Texas hosts Family Night
at Durkin’s Pizza, 8930 Texas 121

in McKinney, from 5-8 p.m. Bring a
few cans of fruit cocktail to donate to
Frisco Fastpacs. For information visit
GALANorthTexas.org.

¢ Feb. 28: Aging in the LGBT Community
The Coalition for Aging LGBT hosts
“Aging in the LGBT Community: Our
History, the Unique Challenges and How
to Engage,” from noon to 2 p.m. at The
Senior Source, 3910 Harry Hines Blvd.
Free CEU's for social workers. Registration
required at tinyurl.com/ycoSktef.

MARCH

® March 2: Bianca Del Rio

Performance at 8 p.m. at Majestic Theatre,
1925 Elm St.

® March 3: Toast to Life-Bollywood
Steve Kemble hosts and DJ Jennifer Miller
entertains. 7-11 p.m. at the Empire Room,
1225 N. Riverfront Blvd.

® March 3: Carousel of Love

Garza Productions presents “Carousel

of Love: A Magical Night of Cabaret
Extravaganza,” at the Margo Jones Theatre
in Fair Park, at Magnolia Lounge,

1121 First Ave. Tickets are $27 and parking
is free. All proceeds will benefit a charitable
organization in North Texas This is an
adult-only event. For information visit
Facebook.com/GarzaProductionsDFW.

* March 4: The Women’s Chorus of Dallas
TWCD performs with TWU and DISD
singers at 7:30 p.m. at City Performance
Hall, 2520 Flora St. TWCD.org.

® March 6: Democratic and
Republican primaries
Vote in your precinct polling location only.

® March 6: Miss Red Pageant
From 8-11:30 p.m. at the Round-Up Saloon,
3912 Cedar Springs Road.

® March 8: Mr. Gay Highland Park USofA
The Mr. Gay Highland Park USofA
pageant begins at 10:30 p.m. at the
Round-Up Saloon and Dance Hall,

3912 Cedar Springs Road.

Cover charge is $10.

ON

HE'S DONE KEEPING HIS STORY STRAIGHT

Gala North Texas hosts a screening of the gay teen love story Love, Simon Tuesday
at Cinemark West Plano. See listings for details.

com .I NG OUT 2018

e March 8: PFLAG Dallas

PFLAG meets the second Thursday of
every month from 7-9 p.m. at
Northaven United Methodist Church,
11211 Preston Road. 972-849-0383.
PFLAGDallas@outlook.com.

e March 11: Mr. and Miss North Texas
Pride Pageant

® March 13: Resource Center tour
Resource Center CEO Cece Cox leads
a behind-the-scenes tour of the
center’s community center at

5750 Cedar Springs Road. RSVP to
development@mysresourcecenter.org.

® March 17: Leprechaun Gaybingo
Monthly fundraiser for Resource
Center takes place from 6-9 p.m. at the
Rose Room at 54, 3911 Cedar Springs
Road. 214-540-4458. MyResourceCenter.
org/gaybingo..

® March 23-25: Turtle Creek Chorale
The Turtle Creek Chorale presents
Anthems, the songs that shaped the
movements, at 7:30 p.m. on Friday-
Saturday and 2:30 p.m. on Sunday at
City Performance Hall, 2520 Flora St.
TurtleCreekChorale.com.

® March 24: AIDS Walk South Dallas
AIDS Walk South Dallas takes place at
Martin Luther King Jr. Community Center,
2922 MLK Blvd. Registration is at 8 a.m.,
followed by the opening ceremonies at 9:15

a.m. and step-off at 10 a.m.

Register at AWSD2018.EventBrite.com.
For information visit
AIDSWalkSouthDallas.com.

e March 24: Green Tie for Green Haus
The Gay and Lesbian Fund for Dallas
event, from 7-10 p.m. at 7 for Parties,
150 Turtle Creek Blvd., benefits Shared
Housing Center. For information visit
GLFD.org/greentie.

e March 24: Different Strokes Golf
Association (DSGA)

New Members Open Scramble is the
inaugural event of the 2018 season, starting
at 10 a.m. at Cedar Crest Golf Course,

1800 Southerland Ave. $55.00

includes golf, cart, range balls and prizes.
DSGADallas.org or email
info@DSGADallas.org for information.

APRIL

e April 7: No Tie Dinner:

A Night to Remember

Presented by Purple Foundation, and
benefits AIDS Services Dallas from
7-11 p.m. at the Frontiers of Flight
Museum, 6911 Lemmon Ave. $75-150.
Tickets available online at
NoTieDinner.org.

e April 7: Scarborough Faire
The annual Renaissance Faire opens
and runs through May 28.

8 dallasvoice.com 02.09.18



e April 8: Turtle Creek Association Tour
of Homes

The Turtle Creek Association hosts the
Tour of Homes, featuring five residences

along the Turtle Creek Blvd., from 1-5 p.m.

Tickets are $54 each for non-association
members and $45 each for members
through March 31. Prices go up after that
date. Parking will be available at

3811 Turtle Creek Blvd. For information
visit TurtleCreekAssociation.org.

e April 10: Resource Center tour
Resource Center CEO Cece Cox leads
a behind-the-scenes tour of the
center’s community center at

5750 Cedar Springs Road. RSVP to
development@mysresourcecenter.org.

e April 12: PFLAG Dallas
PFLAG meets the second Thursday of

e April 13: Compassion Fatigue
Symposium

Ed-U-Care presents a program for
caregivers from 8 a.m.-4:30 p.m. at
Lovers Lane United Methodist Church,
9200 Inwood Road.

e April 21: Gaybingo of Oz

Monthly fundraiser for Resource
Center takes place from 6-9 p.m. at the
Rose Room at 54, 3911 Cedar Springs
Road. 214-540-4458. MyResourceCenter.
org/gaybingo.

¢ April 21: Chamber Gala

The North Texas GLBT Chamber of
Commerce hosts its Gala from

6:30-10:30 p.m. at a private estate in Old
Preston Hollow. Includes a silent auction,
hors d’oeuvres and libations. Individual
tickets are $65; sponsorships are available.
Contact the chamber at 214-821-4528 for

every month from 7-9 p.m. at details.
Northaven United Methodist Church,
11211 Preston Road. 972-849-0383.

PFLAGDallas@outlook.com.

GAY AGENDA, Page 16

= pet of the week / MARLON

Meet Marlon, a 3 2-year-old cream-colored Anatolian shepherd mix
weighing 65 pounds. He’s a goofy, energetic guy who is athleticand a
total pro at playing fetch. He’d enjoy a home with a big yard to run in and
afamily that will take him on adventures and give him lots of attention.
Marlon has been neutered, microchipped and has received all age-
appropriate vaccinations. Put on your tennis shoes and come meet him
today. #144225

Marlon is waiting for you at the SPCA of Texas’ Jan Rees-Jones Animal
Care Center in Dallas, 2400 Lone Star Drive (near I-30 and Hampton
Road). Hours are noon-6 p.m. Sun-Wed and noon-7 p.m. Thurs-Saturday.
Regular adoption fees are $100 for puppies and kittens aged 0-6 months,
$50 for adult dogs and cats aged 6 months or older, $25 for senior dogs
or cats aged 7 years and older and $25 for VIP dogs and cats (available
for adoption for 30 days or more.) Fee includes spay/neuter surgery,
age-appropriate vaccinations, a heartworm test for dogs six months
and older and a FIV/FeLV test for cats 4 months and older, initial flea/
tick preventative and heartworm preventative, a microchip, 30 days of
PetHealth Insurance provided by PetPlan, a free 14-day wellness exam
with VCA Animal Hospitals, a free year-long subscription to Activ4Pets, a
@ies tag and a free leash. Call 214-742-SPCA (7722) or visit today.

'RON ALLEN CPA, PC)

= Former IRS Agent/ IRS Negotiations
« Individual and Business Tax Returns
- Same-Sex Marriage Issues E"" E
« QuickBooks Pro Advisor On Staff

- First Consultation Free =

- Certified Public Accountant E

2909 Cole Ave. Suite 119 « Dallas, TX 75204

214.954.0042

ron@ronallencpa.com - www.ronallencpa.com

PET DENTAL

HEALTH MONTH

Oral health is very important to your
pet’s overall health. Dental issues can lead to
infections of major organs and threaten your pet’s life.
Ask a Feed Team Member for more details.

BLUESTEM
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PRODUCTS | <8 | AL
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$14.99-521.99 T we—
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Getting back on the right path
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President Barack Obama, right, leads applause to the parents of Matthew Shepard, Dennis Shepard, left, and Judy Shepard, center, and James Byrd Jr.’s sisters, Louvon Harris, second left, and Betty Byrd Boatner,
second right, during a White House reception commemorating the enactment of the Matthew Shepard and James Byrd Jr. Hate Crimes Prevention Act, on Oct. 28, 2009. This week, Judy Shepard said she believes
the country is going backwards in terms of fighting hate crimes and bigotry. (Manuel Balce Ceneta/Associated Press)

As she plans a visit to Dallas,
Judy Shepard talks about keeping
up the fight and the importance
of voting

TAMMYE NASH | Managing Editor

nash@dallasvoice.com

his year, in October, we
will have been without
Matt for as long as we
had Matt,” Judy Shepard
said in an interview this
week, noting that Oct. 10
will mark 20 years since
her son was beaten, tied
to a fence outside Lara-
mie, Wyo., and left to die in the most infa-
mous anti-gay hate crime in U.S. history.
“Sometimes, it seems like it was 100 years
ago. And sometimes, it seems like it was
just yesterday,” said Judy, who with her
husband, Dennis, co-founded the Matthew
Shepard Foundation after their son’s mur-
der to “erase hate by replacing it with un-
derstanding, compassion and acceptance.”
But although they’ve seen much progress in
the years since, Judy said every day she is
reminded how far we have yet to go. The
last year has been especially trying, she
said, noting that hate crimes and discrim-
ination are again on the rise since Donald

Trump was elected president.

“It’'s very frustrating because we've not
come any further than this,” Judy said. “I
thought we were on the right path. We were
making progress. But we made a wrong
turn and it seems we’re headed the wrong
way now.”

The crime

Matt Shepard had only recently moved
to Laramie to attend the University of Wy-
oming when he decided to go to a local
pub, The Fireside Lounge, for the evening.
It was in the early morning hours of Oct.
7,1998, when two men — Aaron McKinney
and Russell Henderson — lured Matt away
from the pub to rob him. They drove him
out to the countryside, tied him to a fence
and beat him, using the butt of a .357-cali-
ber handgun as a weapon.

The two then drove away, leaving Matt
tied to the fence in near-freezing tempera-
tures, just barely clinging to life. Eighteen
hours later, a passing bicyclist found him,
although the cyclist said he nearly rode on
by, thinking that it was a scarecrow that he
saw and not a human being.

Matt Shepard was rushed to Poudre Val-
ley Hospital in Fort Collins, Colo., where he
lay comatose for four days, suffering from
brain injuries and severe hypothermia, be-
fore being pronounced dead at 12:53 a.m.

on Oct. 12.

Shortly after, Henderson and McKinney
were arrested and charged with Matt’s mur-
der. At trial, McKinney’s own defense law-
yer said that McKinney had only intended
to rob Matt but became enraged when Matt
made a pass at him. McKinney’s girlfriend
also said that his hatred for gays played a
role in the killing, although she later recant-
ed, claiming she had only said that because
she thought it would help McKinney’s case.

Henderson pleaded guilty, striking a deal
to testify against McKinney to avoid the
death penalty. McKinney was found guilty
at trial. Both men were sentenced to two
consecutive life sentences.

The foundation, the law and the
fight against hate

Matt’s murder set a new life course for
his parents. Judy and Dennis Shepard have
made it their mission for the last 20 years to
combat hate with love.

“I was so idealistic back then,” Judy said
this week. “I thought if people could just
get to know gay people, it would be differ-
ent. I thought, if they just knew who these
wonderful people really are, it would all be
OK. If T hadn’t lost Matt, I would be that
PFLAG mom in the kitchen making cookies
now, not the mom at the podium” fighting
for change.

It didn’t take long, in the years following
Matt’s death, for Judy Shepard to realize
that it would take more than just non-gays
getting to know LGBT people. In fact, it
took 11 years for Congress to finally pass a
comprehensive hate crimes law. President
Barack Obama finally signed the Matthew
Shepard and James Byrd Jr. Hate Crimes
Prevention Act — named after Matt and the
African-American man dragged to death in
an equally horrific hate crime in June, 1998
in Jasper, Texas — into law.

Still, slow as it was, Judy said, “We were
making progress.”

Then came November 2016 and Donald
Trump’s election. In the year-plus since
he took office, Judy said, “the haters have
been given permission to voice their hate,
to be right up front about it without wor-
rying about facing any consequences. Why
should they? No one in the White House
suffers consequences for any of the hateful
things they say and do.

“It’s all the federally-protected minori-
ties, the fringe folks, who are targets now,”
she continued, “the Muslims, the ones tar-
geted because of their origins, their race,
their orientation, their gender. It's just
heartbreaking to think that folks think this
[hateful bigots] is what we are now, what
we’ve always been. This is not the America
I know. It's not where I want to live.

“We all need to stop and realize, we are
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all an ‘other’ to somebody else. We're all
different somehow. It’s just heart-breaking
to see so much hate.”

Getting back on the right path

Still, Judy Shepard has hope. “I have to
have hope we can get better, just to get
through the day,” she said.

“We can get back on the right path,” she
continued. “But we will have to do it with-
out the help of the federal government”
which has in the past year given the haters
not only permission to stop progress but to
move instead in the other direction.

This time though, “we are orga-
nized now,” Judy said. “We have our
voices now, and we know how to
use them. People know who we are.”
Judy and Dennis and the Matthew Shep-
ard Foundation are using their voices in
a number of ways right now. Productions
of The Laramie Project, a play about the re-
sponse in Laramie to Matt’s murder, “are
one of a handful of things we officially
endorse now,” Judy said. Another is Con-
sidering Matthew Shepard, the three-part or-
atorio written by Craig Hella Johnson and
performed by Austin-based Conspirare,
which will be performed next Wednesday,
Feb. 21, at Moody Performance Hall in Dal-
las (see story, Page 24).

“But our main focus right now is hate
crimes conferences,” Judy said. “We are
working on educating the public and law
enforcement on how to recognize and re-
port hate crimes. We're working with the
non-government agencies and nonprofits.
We used to have the support of the Depart-
ment of Justice and the Attorney General.

We don’t have that anymore. That’s anoth-
er setback.”

That can change again, Judy said. But
it will take everyone working together to
make that happen.

“I think people understand now that
they got complacent, even lazy,” she said.
“People were not paying attention. I heard
a lot [in the 2016 election cycle] about how
one candidate was just as bad as the other,
so people weren’t going to even vote. But
you have to pay attention; one candidate is
always worse than the other.

“I blame the people who didn’t bother to
vote at all for the mess we’re in now,” she
continued. “I hope that this [past year] has
truly shaken them to their core. It's got to
be a wake-up call.

“Y’all have got to vote,” Judy insisted.
“You have to register and you have to go
vote. You have to go through all the non-
sense that includes. We need to have au-
tomatic registration — when you turn 18,
you are automatically registered to vote.
That would solve some of the problems.
Make Election Day a holiday or put it on a
Saturday — anything to make voting easi-
er. We have to educate people, give them a
civics lesson, because we all need a general
idea of how this works.

“We have to organize,” she said. “We
have to stay in tune. Know what’s real
and what’s not. Pay attention. Really pay
attention. You still need to be out there,
using your voice. You just cannot be silent
now.” [ ]

For more information about Matthew Shep-
ard, Judy and Dennis Shepard and the work of
the Matthew Shepard Foundation, visit Mat-
thewShepard.org.
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A new entryway for a new era ..........e. oo

DAVID TAFFET | Senior Staff Writer

taffet@dallasvoice.com

athedral of Hope will
break ground this
weekend for a new en-
tryway into the church
grounds, and church
officials say the new
entryway marks the
beginning of a new era
for the church.

Cathedral of Hope has never had its

own formal entrance, from either Inwood
Road or Cedar Springs Road, although
there have always been three ways to get
onto the church property.

One entrance from Cedar Springs Road
goes through the doggy daycare park-
ing lot. That building was a Ruth’s Chris
Steakhouse when Cathedral of Hope was
first built. Although someone else owns
that building, the church owns the drive-
way.

The two other entrances are both off In-
wood Road. One is marked by a sign, and

that entrance zigzags through a car deal-
ership. The other is down Nash Street. The
Nash Street entrance is marked by a Jack in
the Box on one side and a Taco Bell on the
other.

When the church was built, the street was
residential. Those houses are long gone and
the road has been abandoned by the city.
Although Nash Street is no longer an of-
ficial city street, Dallas hasn’t blocked the
right-of-way as it would normally do when
it abandons a road, so congregants still use
that entrance.

Since Resource Center opened its new
building at 5750 Cedar Springs Road, a
fourth entrance to the church grounds has
been created through its parking lots. But
none of those entrances go directly into the
property, and just finding the church can be
a problem at times for newcomers.

The new, formal entryway will solve that
problem.

It will be located along Cedar Springs
Road, between Resource Center and the
doggy daycare. In the initial phase of con-
struction, the entry road w}ll connect Cedar

Springs Road and Nash Street and will be
known as Covington Way, honoring former
church employee Lee Covington.

Covington, who served as assistant to se-
nior pastor Neil Cazarez-Thomas as well as
his two predecessors, was murdered in his
home last summer. Yevin Rushing, 22, has
been arrested and charged with Coving-
ton’s murder. Rushing had had several of
Covington’s belongings in his possession at
the time of his arrest, including Covington’s
keys and Rolex watch. Rushing was arrest-
ed when he drove to Covington’s house
in a U-Haul just hours after Covington’s
death, presumably to empty the house. He
remains in Dallas County Jail awaiting trial.

A monument will be built at the corner
of Covington Way at Cedar Springs Road
and will, Cazares-Thomas said, be named
for Robert Trost, a long-time CoH member
who died 18 months ago and left $1 million
to the church. Half of that money went into
a long-term endowment, and half went to-
ward the new master plan for the church
complex.

Implementing the master plan began
with long-overdue repairs, including re-
pairs to the roof. “The bell tower was leak-
ing like a sieve,” Cazares-Thomas said.

Other improvements included fixing
sound problems in the Interfaith Peace
Chapel, a problem since the building
opened, and buying new furniture for that

building.

The first phase of construction on
the road and monument should be-
gin soon after the groundbreaking.
Weather permitting, the church hopes to
complete the work by Easter Sunday.

The cost of the first phase of construction
is $395,000 with $315,000 already collected.
Selling bricks is one way the church will

~raise the funds.

for new monument and entrance road

“We’ll also be making personal asks of
people for whom this has been a dream in
the making,” Cazarez-Thomas said.

The next phase of construction will be to
extend Covington Way behind the Interfaith
Peace Chapel into the main parking lot.

When that’s completed, the road be-
tween the church and chapel will be closed
to traffic and turned into a landscaped pla-
za. The driveway through the doggy day-
care would become a service entrance that
would only be used by staff to access em-
ployee parking.

Other long term plans include using
some of the property for senior housing,
homeless youth housing or community
space. Any of those proposals would be in
conjunction with other organizations and
possibly the city.

A proposed Philip Johnson-designed ca-
thedral, of which the Interfaith Peace Chap-
el was just a small piece, is no longer part of
the church’s master plan.

“Multipurpose space is more important
than space just used on Sundays,” Caza-
rez-Thomas explained.

Cazarez-Thomas called the new entrance
“a new entryway for a new era.” He said
when the church was built, it was purpose-
ly secluded and without a sign marking its
presence.

“In the early days of this congregation,
there was a notion of security, of not being
seen from the street,” he said.

But today, the church is often a wedding
destination attracting out-of-town guests
who have trouble finding the building. The
monument, which includes “Cathedral of
Hope” written on both sides, should fix
that. |

Groundbreaking begins at 3 p.m. on Satur-
day, Feb. 17. Enter through the doggy daycare,
car dealership, Nash Street.or-Resource Center-
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VOTE EARLY FEBRUARY 20 - MARCH 2
ELECTION DAY MARCH 6
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LGBT smoking rates

New American Cancer Society
studies why certain groups
smoke more

DAVID TAFFET | Senior Staff Writer

taffet@dallasvoice.com

moking has  decreased
among the general popula-
tion in the U.S,, from 42 per-
cent of all people in 1965 to
15 percent in 2015, accord-
ing to a new study released
by the American Cancer
Society.

But despite the over-
all decrease, a much higher percentage of
LGBT are smoking than are heterosexuals.

In his study “Who's still smoking? Dis-
parities in adult cigarette smoking preva-

lence in the United States,” Jeffrey Drope,
vice president of economic and health pol-
icy at the American Cancer Society, found
a number of reasons LGBT individuals
smoke more. Those include the stress of liv-
ing in a hostile society, advertising target-
ing the LGBT community and promoting
tobacco products in gay bars.

Overall, Texas has one of the lowest rates
of smoking in the U.S. and, in Dallas, smok-
ing is prohibited in bars. A similar ban was
recently enacted in Fort Worth.

Dallas Tavern Guild Executive Director
Michael Doughman, who coordinates the
Pride festival and parade each September,
said tobacco companies do not promote
their products at Dallas Pride.

“Early on we declined,” Doughman said.
“And they haven't approached us in 10
years.”

Smoking rates across the U.S. vary based




Dentists do it twice a day!
You should too!

BRUSH

Voted BEST Dentist by the readers of Dallas Voice

Peter A. Schulte

Attorney at Law

Former Dallas County Prosecutor, Police Officer

remain high

Thank You

for Voting Us
BEST Civil &
Family Attorney

rva;j

Criminal Defense O3

Expunctions & Non-Disclosures

_ KevinhB.ﬂ'I'erreII, DDS, PC
Same-Sex Couple Family Law

General & Cosmetic Dentistry
2603 Oak Lawn - Suite 100 - located in deNovo
We accept most dental PPO’s and
claims are filed for you

Phone answered 24 hours a day

214-521-2200 or visit

www.PeteSchulte.com
Call for an appointment today!
214.329.1818 | terrelldental.com

Flexible payment plans Available
4131 N. Central Expy., Ste 680, Dallas, TX 75204

on a number of factors.

Smoking is higher among economically
disadvantaged people compared to wealth-
ier people. Among racial groups, Native
Americans have the highest rates of smok-
ing, and Hispanics have the lowest. Those
with college degrees smoke less than those
without.

And the LGBT community smokes at a
much greater rate than heterosexuals —
with one big exception.

When smoking is broken down based
on sexual orientation, men smoke more
than women in each category. More than
30 percent of bisexual men and women re-
port they smoke, and a little more than 25
percent of gay men and transgender men
report they smoke.

On the lower end, more than 15 percent
of heterosexual men smoke and a little less
than 15 percent of heterosexual women

smoke.

But the surprise is that just over 10 per-
cent of transgender women report they
smoke, the lowest among all categories
studied.

Drope said that particular statistic stood
out to his team, as well. Their first thought
was either a reporting problem or a low
sampling. However, 72,000 people were
interviewed for the survey, so a number of
trans women should have been included in
the sample.

Dallas Voice called a number of trans
women locally, as well as the National Cen-
ter for Transgender Equality. The response
was universally the same as the one we got
from local trans activist Leslie McMurray:
“I don’t know of any who smoke,” McMur-
ray said.

In Dallas, smoking is prohibited in bars

SMOKING, Next Page
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: SMOKING, From Previous Page

and tobacco products are not promoted
at Pride or other LGBT events. McMurray
said the trans community is rarely targeted
for any marketing, anyway.

“We go under the radar,” she said.

But the third reason people smoke is
stress and societal pressure. In addition to
anti-LGBT hostility, trans women lose any
male privilege they previously had when
they transition. But trans men, who gained
that privilege when they transitioned, are
more than twice as likely to smoke as trans
women.

Drope said he’d like to see a study that
looks into the lower rates of smoking
among a few groups like trans women
and Hispanics to learn how certain cultur-
al norms somehow insulate some groups
from smoking.

Despite the downward trend in smoking
throughout the U.S., Drope said 40 million
people still are addicted to cigarettes.

“Thirty percent of all cancer deaths are
smoking attributable,” he said.

Most people associate lung cancer with
smoking, but 16 forms of cancer can be
triggered by tobacco use, including breast,
colon, prostate, cervical, bladder, kidney,
stomach, liver and a variety of cancers of
the mouth and throat. Smoking related
cardio-vascular diseases are even more
likely to occur.

Texas has a lower rate of smoking than
any of the surrounding states. Drope at-
tributed that to high risk factors in sur-
rounding states.

New Mexico and Oklahoma have large
Native American populations. Louisiana is
a much poorer state than Texas. Arkansas,
Kentucky and West Virginia, all with low-
er socio-economic levels, have the coun-
try’s highest smoking rates.

In Texas, our large Hispanic population
factors into our lower smoking rate. So do
regulations in Dallas and other large cities
that prohibit smoking in public places.

Dallas had one of the first — if not the
very first — no-smoking ordinances in the
country. In 1964, a fire swept through Nei-
man Marcus in downtown Dallas, causing
$10 million in damage. The fifth floor was
gutted, according to news reports from the
time, but smoke and water damaged mer-
chandise throughout the store. In response,
the Dallas City Council banned smoking in
retail establishments.

That history of no smoking locally may
contribute to the lower smoking rate in
Texas.

While Drope said he didn’t have the sta-
tistics, it made sense that in states with low-
er rates of smoking, LGBT smoking rates
were correspondingly lower as well. [
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e April 23-29: 7th Annual National Black
Trans Advocacy Conference

Workshops and the Mr. & Miss Black Trans
International Pageant. Wyndham Dallas
Suites—Park Central, 7800 Alpha Road.
BlackTransMen.org.

e April 25: Woman to Woman luncheon
Jill Biden is the keynote speaker at the
Jewish Family Services luncheon at 10 a.m.
at Hyatt Regency Hotel, 300 Reunion Blvd
E. Tickets at jfsdallas.org/woman.

MAY

* May 8: Resource Center tour
Resource Center CEO Cece Cox leads
a behind-the-scenes tour of the
center’s community center at

5750 Cedar Springs Road. RSVP to
development@mysresourcecenter.org.

e May 10: PFLAG Dallas

PFLAG meets the second Thursday of
every month from 7-9 p.m. at
Northaven United Methodist Church,
11211 Preston Road. 972-849-0383.
PFLAGDallas@outlook.com.

e May 11-14: Purple Party

* May 12: House of DIFFA: Alter Ego
Celebrate fashion, design and philanthropy
at the annual black tie gala including
runway show and after party at the

Omni Dallas

* May 13: Mother’s Day with The
Women'’s Chorus of Dallas

TWCD performs at 12:30 p.m. and
2:30 p.m. at Texas Discovery Gardens,
3601 Martin Luther King Jr Blvd.

* May 14: First day of early voting

Early voting for the primary runoff
election runs May 14-18. Vote in any early
voting location in your county.

* May 19: AOC Evening of Hope

AIDS Outreach Center of Fort Worth
hosts its annual Evening of Hope gala at
the Hilton Hotel Fort Worth, 815 Main St.
Single tickets are $200. Sponsorships are
available. For information visit
AOC.org/eoh.php.

* May 19: Marvel vs. DC Gaybingo
Monthly fundraiser for Resource
Center takes place from 6-9 p.m. at the
Rose Room at 54, 3911 Cedar Springs
Road. 214-540-4458. MyResourceCenter.
org/gaybingo.

* Weekly: Lambda Weekly at 1 p.m. on 89.3 KNON-FM with David Taffet, Lerone
Landis and the late Patti Fink. This week’s guest is activist Karen McCrocklin;
United Black Ellument hosts discussion on HIV/ AIDS in the black community
(UBE Connected) at 7 p.m. every fourth Tuesday of the month at 3918 Harry Hines
Blvd.; Core Group Meeting every 1st and 3rd Tuesday of the month at 7 p.m.; Fuse
game night every Monday evening except the last of the month at 8 p.m. at the Fuse
space in the 3918 Harry Hines Blvd.; FuseConnect every Wednesday from 7 p.m.
For more information call or e-mail Jalenzski at 214-760-9718 ext. 3 or Jalenzski@
myresourcecenter.org. LGBT square dancing group Pegasus Squares meets every
Sunday from 2:30—4:30 p.m. at Grace United Methodist Church, 4105 Junius St.

For more info, email pegasussquares@gmail.com; Dallas Frontrunners meet for

a walk or run on the Katy Trail at Oak Lawn Park, Turtle Creek and Hall Street,
every Wednesday at 7:15 p.m. and every Saturday at 9 a.m.; Leadership Lambda
Toastmasters practices and develops speaking and leadership skills from 6:30-8 p.m.
on Tuesdays at First Unitarian Church, third floor of the Hallman Building, 4012 St.
Andrews; Gray Pride support group from 11:30 a.m.-1 p.m. followed by mixer every
Monday at Resource Center, 5750 Cedar Springs Road; Lambda AA meets at 7 a.m.,
noon, 6 p.m. 8 p.m. and 11 p.m. and has a men’s meeting at 10 a.m. on Saturdays and
meets at 10:30 a.m. and 1 p.m. on Sunday at 1575 W. Mockingbird Lane #625. Call
214-267-0222 for details; DVtv in Spayse, news and entertainment discussion live
streaming every Friday, 4-5 p.m., on the Spayse Station YouTube channel.

* May 19: GLAAD Media Institute
Equality Texarkana presents Engagement
101: Telling Your Story: Messaging and
Media Tools for Today’s Activist from
9:30 a.m.-6 p.m. at Texas A&M Texarkana,
7101 University Ave., Texarkana, Texas.
Tickets at GLAAD.org/institute/courses.

* May 22: Primary runoff election
Vote in your precinct polling location only.

¢ May 31-June 3: TBRU

JUNE

e June 2: Bloomin Ball

Benefits AIDS Interfaith Network from
6 p.m.-midnight at Renaissance Dallas
Hotel, 2222 N. Stemmons Freeway.

¢ June 8-10: Turtle Creek Chorale
The Turtle Creek Chorale presents
Outlaws, at 7:30 p.m. on Friday-
Saturday and 2:30 p.m. on Sunday at
City Performance Hall, 2520 Flora St.
TurtleCreekChorale.com.

° June 9: North Texas Pride
Come As You Are Festival from
11 a.m.-7 p.m. at Haggard Park, Plano.

¢ June 12: Resource Center tour
Resource Center CEO Cece Cox leads
a behind-the-scenes tour of the
center’s community center at

5750 Cedar Springs Road. RSVP to
development@mysresourcecenter.org.

e June 14: PFLAG Dallas

PFLAG meets the second Thursday of
every month from 7-9 p.m. at
Northaven United Methodist Church,

11211 Preston Road. 972-849-0383.
PFLAGDallas@outlook.com.

® June 16: Waikiki Gaybingo

Monthly fundraiser for Resource
Center takes place from 6-9 p.m. at the
Rose Room at 54, 3911 Cedar Springs
Road. 214-540-4458. MyResourceCenter.
org/gaybingo.

e June 23: Houston Pride
40th anniversary celebration.
Parade at sunset in downtown Houston.

¢ June 29: MetroBall

Expose and Shannon headline the
fundraiser for Greg Dollgener Memorial
AIDS Fund from 7 p.m.-midnight at 54,
3911 Cedar Springs Road. I

nfo at GDMF.org.

¢ June 30: Pride San Antonio
Crockett Park

JULY

e July 10: Resource Center tour
Resource Center CEO Cece Cox leads
a behind-the-scenes tour of the
center’s community center at

5750 Cedar Springs Road. RSVP to
development@mysresourcecenter.org.

¢ July 21: Orange You Glad It's Gaybingo
Monthly fundraiser for Resource

Center takes place from 6-9 p.m. at the
Rose Room at S4, 3911 Cedar Springs
Road. 214-540-4458.
MyResourceCenter.org/gaybingo.
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Holding dreams and counting blessings

ike many people, Katie and I have

I been watching the Winter Olympics

from Pyeongchang this last week.

I'm continually inspired by the amazing

things these kids do. NBC has done a num-

ber of pre-packaged interviews with Olym-

pic athletes and their families, and a com-
mon thread among them is big dreams.

One athlete told of his dad saying the
very same words my dad said to me: “You
can do anything you want to if you want to
do it bad enough.”

My dad would have never put up with it
if I told him my dream was to live life as a
woman. Who could blame him? It was the
early 1960s, after all.

But that was my dream. I thought about
it a lot, but not even I believed it was really
possible. Happily, I was wrong.

One thing I'd like to do — if not today, then
maybe this weekend — is take a little time
to count my blessings. I have the life I've al-
ways dreamed of — even though some of the
details are quite surprising. But it’s so easy
to get self-absorbed on a day-to-day basis,
where “planning” is sometimes figuring out
what's for dinner or what to do this weekend
(if we want to really get long range). And the
weight of the day can seem to take on more
importance than it really has.

I think that is a common barrier to happi-
ness. That, and Facebook.

Ineed to take a few deep breaths, get qui-
et and just remember how hard I fought to
get where I am and all that I sacrificed to

be who I am. Just
living every day
as Leslie is a rev-
olutionary act. It
is my closest-held
dream that never
carried with it the
possibility of real-
ly coming true.

Yet here it is.

It's funny that
something so mo-
mentous, so im-
possible and so rebellious is now ordinary.
It's just the new normal. It’s easy to take for
granted the miracle I'm living every single
day.

When I was little and would dream of liv-
ing my life as a woman, I always thought
I'd be ridiculed and laughed at. I'm not —
at least, not that I'm aware of.

I never imagined the big challenges
would be political — institutionalized big-
otry designed to deny me healthcare and
access to public accommodations necessary
to participate in society. I never thought
that political leaders — grown men and
women — would sow the seeds of fear and
hatred towards someone like me with no
evidence at all that I deserve either. That’s
been a surprise.

In dreaming about this impossible dream,
I never pictured my finding love. That was
so far removed from the realm of possibil-
ity. I'd always imagined myself living as a
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happy hermit — living my authentic life,
but completely alone.

The reality is that, somehow, the stars
aligned, and Katie and I ended up cross-
ing paths, and her kindness towards me
that began as nothing more than helping a
friend has turned into something more —
a lot more. Having someone who loves me
like she does makes this journey so much
richer and so much more worth living.

I'love her dearly and would do anything
for her. I have no doubt she feels the same
way about me.

Pushing 60 gives things a sense of ur-
gency they didn’t have when I was young-
er. My dad’s “some days” ran out Feb. 21,
1987, when he was only 67 years old — just
eight years older than I am now. I plan on
living way past 67, but so did my dad.

It's a somber reminder that sometimes
things don’t work out according to plan.

My first thought is to create a list of bless-
ings — write them out — so I can see them.
Then I want to create a visual reminder of
sorts that represents these blessings and
add to it as life goes on. I'm already realiz-
ing that I'm going to need a pretty big can-
vas or a smaller medium. It could be a rock
garden, or wine corks, or a jar of marbles
with each one representing a blessing in my
life for which I'm humbly grateful.

I don’t think the form it takes is nearly as
important as remembering and acknowl-
edging each blessing. They can be whatever
I want them to be, from huge ones, like my
daughters who love and accept me, or the
warm and safe house Katie and I bought to-
gether and our two border collies. Or they
could be simple things, like the feel of the
warm sun on an early spring day.

The point is that believing in your
dreams and being thankful for the people
and things that make life worth living are
important to living a happy life. I also hope
to live my life in such a way that I can be a
marble in someone else’s jar.

I live a simple life, but a good life. I'm
happier than I ever thought I would be, and
I understand things now that I didn’t when
I was younger — like how you should
never let go of your dreams, because they
might just surprise you in the most incredi-
ble ways. =

Leslie McMurray, a transgender woman, is a
former radio D] who lives and works in Dallas.
Read more of her blogs at lesliemichelle44.word-
press.com.
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Michael B. Jordon faces off with Chadwick Boseman.

hen it comes to social activism
in the arts, TV and pop music,
especially hip-hop, are the

leaders. TV hosts like Bill Maher, Stephen
Colbert and Sam Bee, and musicians like
Kendrick Lamar, can turn out their prod-
uct with enviable speed, instantly captur-
ing a mood and a moment and expressing
it for the masses.

But cinema — especially big-budget
superhero tentpole films — is less nimble
than television and music. Movies just
can’t follow social trends as easily.

Sometimes, though, a movie can precede
a trend, or even establish it. Sometimes,
the real superhero is timing.

That feels like the case with Black Pan-
ther. This cat has claws.

It was already the most pre-sold film
in Hollywood history before a frame had
been screened by anyone, and that ain’t
just marketing. And as far as the panthe-
on of superheroes goes, Black Panther
simply doesn’t (didn’t?) have the cache of
a Batman, Superman, Spider-Man, Wonder
Woman, Iron Man or Captain America.
Star Chadwick Boseman isn’t a household
name (yet). So how did the new film, out
today in 3,800 theaters, become a sensa-
tion, sight unseen?

The answer might lie at 1600 Pennsyl-
vania Ave. Or on the streets of Ferguson,
Missouri.

Black Panther is, simply put, the movie of
the moment; but even more, the cultural
touchstone that people have demanded
without even realizing it. In tone, look,
story and style, this is everything we never
knew we all needed.

Last summer, Wonder Woman benefited
from similar confluences of the Zeitgeist.

Even before the #MeToo movement got
underway, the defeat of what seemed a
shoo-in for the first female president in a
corrupt election to an incompetent wind-
bag primed the pump for a woman who
got her way by the force of her convictions.
Diana Prince was royalty who left her
homeland (which was hidden from the
world by bits of alchemy) to protect the
world at large from forces only she could
fathom.

That is, essentially, the same plot of
Black Panther, in negative. Prince T"Challa
(Chadwick Boseman) inherited his coun-
try’s throne upon the assassination of his
father (we saw that play out in 2016’s Cap-
tain America: Civil War). Wakanda is a na-
tion of untold wealth, but with the use of
secret technology, a force field has hidden
that from the outside world. To the United
Nations, Wakanda is a third-world nation
of destitute farmers; under the dome, it’s a
vibrant utopia that looks like Blade Runner
without the rain. Wakanda has maintained
its culture by staying out of worldwide
involvement — it makes Switzerland look
like Putin’s Kremlin — though it sends
spies to monitor the goings-on around
the world. One such spy turned on his
homeland decades ago when he witnessed
the infestation of drugs, oppression and vi-
olence leveled on people of color across the
globe, but especially the U.S. His treachery
was uncovered, though, before he could
put his plan into action. Now, 30 years lat-
er, his business partner (Andy Serkis) and
a mysterious commando known as Erik
Killmonger (Michael B. Jordan), are poised
to bring about a change in policy, through
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shero of outsiders

randi Carlile knew the kid from

somewhere. She’d seen him before

— not this particular one, but others
like him. Nervously pulling at his T-shirt,
worn under a chic blazer that stuck out
amid a sea of casual tracksuit bottoms and
hoodie sweatshirts, Carlile recalls, “He
just wanted to disappear inside of it.”

“It’s a lot of kids — it’s all of us,” the
Grammy-nominated singer-songwriter
laments, offering the impetus for her
transformative orchestral-augmented
rouser, “The Joke.” Carlile’s impassioned
ode to queer kids soars during its pick-
you-up chorus, when a tender tip-toe of
piano balladry erupts into a fiery rocker
with Carlile’s Chrissie Hynde-level
wail, enkindling the spirit of all that
is empowering and celebratory about
individuality.

Here, Carlile — openly gay, and once an
“eccentric” kid herself — is a galvanizing
boost of encouragement, lifting the
outsiders, the outcasts, the unwelcome,
the kids in blazers, a young girl who still
dreams of being the president to new
enlightened heights on the sturdy wings
of her robust voice. Her lived words help,

22 dallasvoice.com 02.09.18

too: Let ‘em laugh while they can, let 'em spin,
let "em scatter in the wind / I have been to the
movies, I've seen how it ends, and the joke’s on
them.

Growing up 40 miles outside Seattle,
in the small town called Ravensdale,
where her family lived in a single-wide,
three-bedroom mobile home, Carlile
transcended real life through the surrealist
lens of 1984’s beloved childhood fantasy
about a bullied outcast, The NeverEnding
Story. (The auryn symbol — snakes
biting each other — is tattooed on both
of her shoulders, a testament to the film's
significance during her youth.)

Later, as an Elton John-enthused teen
who came out at age 15 (in the album’s
liner notes, she calls Elton her “constant
muse” and “very clearly a living angel”),
she discovered queer cinema, first
watching the pioneering AIDS drama
Philadelphia, then buying the soundtrack.
She learned Neil Young’s “Philadelphia”
and Bruce Springsteen’s Oscar-winning
theme song, “Streets of Philadelphia,” on
the guitar. The soundtrack also introduced
Carlile to Indigo Girls, whom she’d later
collaborate with on numerous occasions
(she also collaborated with Elton, who

plays piano on “Caroline,” from 2009’s
Give Up the Ghost). Roy Orbison and the
Carpenters came to her courtesy of 1995’s
lesbian-inclusive road movie Boys on the
Side, “another gay movie that hugely
impacted me.”

In 2005, when Carlile was 23, that
arsenal of folk-rock idols assembled a
foundation for her own roots music: a
polished self-titled collection of campfire
sing-alongs with mass appeal released on
Columbia Records. Four studio albums
followed, including 2007’s The Story,
which elevated her musical profile and
led to TV spots on shows such as Grey’s
Anatomy and an Adele cover of the
album’s hidden track, “Hiding My Heart.”
Produced by Fort Worth native and
Americana staple T Bone Burnett, Carlile
let the rougher edges of her booming
instrument catch the light, particularly
during the title track, her voice a tsunami
of raw, thrashing power.

But you've never heard Carlile quite
like you do on By the Way, I Forgive You,
an early contender for album of the year
and her most accomplished, heartfelt set
to date, her stunning voice carrying more
weight than ever.

LIFE+STYLE

Music

The out musician instills
power in the powerless
with her new album

Photo courtesy Alysse Gafkjenh

With Grammy Award-winning producer
Dave Cobb, best known for his work
with famed roots-music fixtures Jason
Isbell and Shooter Jennings, who co-
produces, Carlile hunkered down with
twin bandmates Phil and Tim Hanseroth
in Nashville’s historic RCA Studio A.

In the same studio where Dolly Parton,
Nancy Sinatra and Willie Nelson once
recorded, Carlile went for the same kind
of impulsive intimacy of her live shows,
and she achieves it: This album most
wholly captures Carlile as if she’s singing
to you from across the room. Her front-
and-center voice conveys an abundance
of in-the-moment spontaneity, making

it impossible not to envision tears she
might have shed while singing the wistful
standout among standouts “Most of All,”
a touching tribute to her forgiveness-
instilling father and her mother, who
“taught me how to fight.” On “Whatever
You Do,” her restlessness is manifested
through her heavy-hearted timbre and a
cathartic gut-punch of a scream.

“[Dave] sent me out there and was like,
‘Just wail on the end of it and take half
steps all the way up and just sing until
you get to the end of it,”” she recalls. “I



just kept holding the note out and letting
it break apart and he loved it. It felt good,
and I was really feeling the pain of that
song and wanting to show that even
though the lyrics had just ended and I had
come to some kind of peaceful resolve,
there was still a part of me that wasn’t
letting it go.”

Fade outs are to be expected at a Carlile
live show, but generally not on a Carlile
album — not until Cobb insisted outros
could exist in both places. With earlier
albums, the set’s peace offering, “Party
of One,” may have been cut just after her
recurrent line of devotion, “I am yours,

I am yours,” but the cinematic ebbing of

a mounting string arrangement by the
late Paul Buckmaster is soothing and
graceful — a warm bath after a long

day. “Harder to Forgive” flips the script
midway, morphing a familiar backwoods
Carlile sound into a pummel of drum-
smacked, piano-flecked rock, marked by a
tremendous vocal that, again, ends with a
delectably charged howl.

“I've always been mild to moderately
inconvenienced when making albums,”
the singer admits.

“I always feel like
they’re kind of an
uncomfortable break
in my live journey,
and Dave Cobb
particularly really
wasn’t having that.
He was not impressed
with that at all, and
he started asking me
uncomfortable things
like, ‘How have you
never made an album
that’s as good or
unabashedly kind of
what you do on stage
live?””

She has now. Nearly 15 years into their
recording career, By the Way, I Forgive You
is a thrilling sonic turning point for Carlile
and her band, with the revelation that
their live presence can indeed translate to
the studio.

“Ijust always thought of myself as two
different artists — there was a recording
artist and a live artist, and it’s not the
case,” she explains. “There are a lot of
things I would record differently if I
could go back and do it now, but I don't
know that I should because it’s like trying
to change what you were wearing in a
photograph in the ‘80s — you kind of don’t
want to because it captures the moment.
Even if I had affectation in my voice or
even if I was crowd-pleasing with some of
my lyrics now and then, it was still where
I was emotionally at that time.”

Carlile is 36 now. She’s a wife (to
Catherine Carlile, whom she married in
2012) and a mother. And with that, the
desire to nurture and be nurtured in a
time of political discontent and total world
chaos is apparent both in conversation

BRANDI CARLILE

and on the tender, soul-nourishing surface
of these vulnerable compositions. Family
has changed her.

“I've been a lot more honest with
myself about what’s worth writing about
and what’s not worth writing about and
what my motive is,” she says. “Do I care
anymore about mass appeal? Do I care
about universality if it’s not moving
people?”

The answers are clear on By the Way,

I Forgive You, as she turns her artistry
outward and shines some light on the
people who need it most: kids in blazers,
a forgotten Jane Doe (I'll always save some
room for you /I won't let you get left behind)
and Carlile’s own dear friend whose
drug addiction cost him his life. Called
“Sugartooth,” Carlile’s elegy for her late
friend will resonate beyond its direct
muse, with all castaways, when she offers
a hard truth: “What in the hell are you
going to do when the world has made its
mind up about you?”

Since 2008, Carlile has enriched
marginalized lives through the charity she
co-founded with the Hanseroth brothers,
called the Looking
Out Foundation,
which funds oft-
overlooked causes and
organizations related
to the arts, gender
equality and civil
rights. Now more than
ever, her music pledges
the same: to give a
voice to the voiceless.

“At the end of the
day, the thing that I've
learned the most since
having Evangeline
[her daughter] is
that everybody is
somebody’s baby,” she says. “I know that
should just be a given and we should just
know that, but for some reason I don’t
think I did know it until I had one.”

Addressing parenthood as a lesbian
mom, “The Mother” is a love letter to
her nearly-4-year-old daughter, with an
irrefutable declarative statement sung
during the chorus — I am the mother of
Evangeline — that suffuses undeniable
humanness into its significant political
assertion. “The world has stood against
us, made us mean to fight for you,” she
acknowledges, pointing to the queer
parent struggle. “And when we chose
your name, we knew that you’d fight the
power too.”

With By the Way, I Forgive You, Carlile’s
show of compassion and mercy — passed
from her parents down to her and now
her daughters (Elijah is on the way), as
the album’s threaded narrative goes —
challenges that same power by merely
existing. The message here is one of love:
the love we learn, the love we lose, and
the love we leave. [

— Chris Azzopardi
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“PostSecret: The Show” is
a multi-media immersive
performance with three
actors and a musician that
bring to life the stories
behind the secrets.
Experience many never-
before-seen secrets,
including some

the audience, in this
ground-breaking
non-fiction show.
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L+5 | concert
Music of the heart

2 upcoming concerts share the healing power of music

usic is an undeniable force. In
the form of a Sousa march, it in-
vigorates; as a lullaby, it soothes

and comforts; and in the form of a ballad,
it can simultaneously break and mend
hearts. Without a doubt, music holds the
power to unite people of dissimilar cul-
tures and even different languages. Often,
we seek music for another of its remark-
able powers, that of healing. In this regard,
two upcoming musical presentations offer
Dallas special opportunity to celebrate
community with song.

From hate springs hope

As it did for many, news of Matthew
Shepard'’s horrific October 1998 murder
pierced Craig Hella Johnson. While cir-
cumstances surrounding the brutal killing
unfolded, Johnson found himself intro-
spective, examining the notions of both
hate and love. It was then that he realized
aneed to respond in a way he knew best:

Craig Johnson. (Photo courtesy James Goulden)

through music.

“[Music is] a language that runs deeper
than our spoken language,” says Johnson,
the out conductor of renowned Aus-
tin-based choral ensemble Conspirare.

“I think the only language for me that is
deeper is silence itself. That space that
communicates the deepest is in stillness
and silence. I've devoted my life to the
premise that music always carries transfor-
mational power. How music changes us is
different for every individual. I just believe
in the power of music to change lives and
to heal.”

Nearly 15 years passed before Johnson
began work on the oratorio Considering
Matthew Shepard, a concert which DMA’s
Arts & Letters Live presents Wednesday
at Moody Performance Hall. Despite the
passage of more than a decade, Johnson’s
emotions remained raw. Early in the
process, he determined the proper way to
address the tragedy was to take listeners
on a lyrical journey, at times dark and dif-




ficult. Audiences needed to face the story’s
ugliness in order to take something mean-
ingful away. More importantly, Johnson
knew he had to ask listeners to examine
themselves.

“I think [the key is] stepping into this
story and meeting it directly and being
able to experience it together in a commu-
nal space,” Johnson says. “As we address
this, and if we are willing to allow music to
hold up a mirror and help us examine our
own interior story in our lives, there is this
potential to come together in a place that’s
meaningfully deeper and broader.”

Predictably, the piece resonates strongly
within the LGBT community, as it centers
on the merciless treatment of one of our
own. But Johnson learned that the core
message is also transcendent, cutting
through many other segments of society.

“This kind of hateful thinking, this kind
of mindset in the culture that’s really so
deeply embedded: that I am separate from
you, that we share nothing in common,
this way that we project out onto this sep-
arateness ... that’s universal, that’s not just
LGBTQ,” Johnson says. “There is powerful
resonance in the story across the spectrum
of human community.”

Johnson finds that audience reactions are
always powerful, from vibrant and robust
ovations to profound, calming silences.
Perhaps the greatest testament to the con-
cert’s moving nature, however, is the sheer
number of people who stick around after-
wards for talkbacks. At the Dallas event,
both Judy and Dennis Shepard, Matthew’s
parents, are slated to attend representing
the Matthew Shepard Foundation.

“At some of these talkbacks we’ve had
400 people ... 500 at one,” Johnson says.
“It’s sort of like they want to stay in that
communal space. I think one response that
has been interesting to me, [one] that’s
very common, is [hearing], ‘I was reluc-
tant to come to this because it’s such a sad
story and I thought it was going to be all
down.” They would [then] remark, ‘I was
very surprised at how hopeful I felt, how
joyful at the end of this.” They really took
the journey.”

As for the future, Johnson intends to
keep singing his way through troubled
times.

“It’s a deeply unsettled time and very
difficult for so many people,” Johnson
says. “Everyone is feeling a fatigue. There
is so much swirling around right now. We
need to make art. We need to sing into this
in a very active way to be participants in
the forward motion and the healing. This
is really an important part of what Conspi-
rare and I want to do.”

Sharing through song

David Freidman offers another per-

spective on the power of music. Over the
course of his career, Friedman has worn an
assortment of hats, working as a conduc-
tor, a musical director and a composer.

He finds, however, the hat that fits most
comfortably is that of songwriter. In fact,
Friedman considers songwriting more of a
calling than a job.

“I'would say that my purpose on this
earth is healing,” Friedman says. “My mu-
sic is written to heal. A lot of my music —
a lot of my songs — were written because
of the AIDS crisis. “We Can Be Kind,” ‘Help
is on the Way” and ‘We Live on Borrowed
Time” were songs written for [charitable]
events. Whenever I've conducted on
Broadway, when I have done Disney mov-
ies, it was always about healing.”

Friedman'’s life, though, was not always
as sunlit as the style of songs for which
he has become known. During his college
years, he married his high school sweet-
heart, despite knowing that he was gay.
He also considered studying business — “I
was an artist raised to be an accountant,”
he jokes — even though he believed he
was destined for more creative pursuits.
Before resolving to come out, Friedman’s
acts of self-denial eventually led to depres-
sion and a little time in a mental hospital.

“I remember thinking in college, ‘If
I'm gay, I'm going to have to kill myself,’
Friedman says. “Actually, coming out
was the first real act of me deciding that
what was going on inside of me was more
important than what anybody might think
of me. I actually hanged the hat of my
self-confidence on that.”

Friedman'’s darkest hours were difficult
and painful, but it was the suffering that
led him to songwriting. As Friedman be-
gan to figure life out, he began to write. He
found that songwriting revealed aspects
of himself of which he had not consciously
been aware.

“My friends say, ‘Oh my god, your
songs are so wise! You must be so cen-
tered!”” Friedman says with a laugh. “I
say, ‘These songs are given to me because
Ineed to hear them as much as you. If you
think I think help is on the way, you are
out of your mind!"”

On Feb. 24, Friedman visits Unity of Dal-
las to lead a very personal concert. Listen
to my Heart is a collection of Friedman’s
works performed by local artists. He sees
the event as a unique opportunity to bring
various members of the immediate com-
munity into one setting for the purpose of
healing.

“I'have a lot of connections down there,”
Friedman says of North Texas (he has
worked with both Lyric Stage and Casa
Manana). “We collected a great group of
singers and thought, ‘Let’s get all of their
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fan bases in the same room. [Let’s] get me
there and do a healing, joyful, entertaining
evening of songs.””

The concert ends with a number of
Friedman’s most popular hits — ones he
calls his “warhorses” — including “We
Can Be Kind,” a song Friedman feels offers
an especially relevant message at this time.
It also happens to be his favorite.

“Kindness is something we can always
choose,” Friedman says. “We can hate
someone and be kind. We can be helpless
to help someone and be kind. We can have

a very big difference of opinion politically
or in terms of taste, but we can be kind.
T'just find that, especially now that there
is such a climate of unkindness in this
country and in the world, that’s the song I
see as what I have to offer the world more
than anything.” ]
— Scott Huffman

Considering Matthew Shepard, Moody
Performance Hall, 2520 Flora St. Feb.21, 7:30
p.m., DMA.org.

Listen to my Heart, Unity Church of Dallas,

6525 Forest Lane. Feb. 24. ) )
David Freidman

1 BLACK From Page 18

Any Means Necessary. And T’Challa vows
to do what it takes to keep Wakanda an
informed but neutral party.

If that sounds vaguely like the conflict
between Malcolm X and Martin Luther
King Jr., then you have caught on to the
inherent drama — and the current cultur-
al boiling point — that has set this film
ablaze. T'Challa vs. Killmonger: spy vs.
assassin, diplomat vs. soldier, reason vs.
emotion, leadership vs. demagoguery.
The cognitive dissonance is that both are
correct, and neither are. Erik’s behavior is
brutal, but his aim is justice. Anger drives
him more than compassion and patience.
Wakanda allowed the slave trade to take
place as an observer, and Erik won't let
that happen again.

If that doesn’t resonate in the context of
the Black Lives Matter movement, then
you ain’t woke.

Director-co-writer Ryan Coogler’s ge-
nius is making a case for both sides while
casting two actors of such diverse styles as
to draw the tension into sharp relief. Bose-
man is studied, elegant, mature; he walks
down the halls of his palace like he’s strut-
ting into a club. Jordan, on the other hand
is an actor of presence, of fiery eyes and
overdeveloped muscles. He’s physically
imposing and a little scary — more so
than inspiring, which is one of T'Challa’s
gifts. He’s Richard III in a bodysuit. And
for a while, he displaces T’Challa with his
greater display of strength and ruthless-
ness. The the second half of Black Panther
plays out so that it could be subtitled How
T’Challa Got His Groove Back. (Angela Bas-
sett is even on hand!)

Coogler also commingles other ele-
ments. Ludwig Goransson’s score com-

Ch‘Jd Crageér, FNP | Trew Decqud A-

bines tribal instruments with orchestral
bombeast (it's amazing); T’Challa’s first
mission is put together as is he could be
the next James Bond, with a Q-like recita-
tion of weaponry and an elegant sophis-
tication between action set pieces, then
morphs into a war picture; and the theme
of family adds emotional resonance to the
whole affair.

But it may be the mythmaking where
Coogler & Co. achieve their transcen-
dence. At a time when racial divides
are more frustrating than ever precisely
because our institutions flog false narra-
tive of post-racial society, Black Panther
empowers us by showing strong, smart,
rich people of color as leaders, not war-
lords. The film’s coda brings it all back
home to remind us that we are all part of
the same family, and we owe everyone our

CCI" TOdqy 214.520.8833 best. Only fools build walls; the wise build
3500 Oak Lawn, Ste. 600 | drpounders.com bridges. o
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LIFE+STYLE
best bets

Friday 02.16 —
Sunday 02.18

‘Chicago’ brings the ol’ razzle dazzle
back to Bass Hall

Chicago the musical has been around almost as long as
Chicago the city. And the musical, unlike the town, tours.
The tour will arrive again this weekend in Fort Worth for

one weekend only at Bass Hall. It features such classic

songs as “The Old Razzle Dazzle,” “Roxie,”

“Mr. Cellophane,” “Cell Block Tango” and more.

DEETS: Bass Performance Hall, 535 Commerce St.,
Fort Worth. BassHall.com.

p
Tuesday 02.20

Dallas Chamber - \
Symphony marks \ ‘
“The Creation of the World’ _ J

The Dallas Chamber Symphony is /
still a young musical group in North
Texas, but it performs a full season of
concerts each season. The next one
takes place Tuesday, and is modestly
titled The Creation of the World. That’s
the name of French composer Darius
Milhaud’s celebrated early 20th century
avant-garde work. The program will also
include Charles Ives’ contemplative The
Unanswered Question, and a humorous
film score set to the Harold Lloyd

silent short A Sailor-Made Man. Artistic
director Richard McKay, pictured,
conducts.

Wednesday 02.21 —
Saturday 02.24

Imprint hosts First Impressions,
a festival for local playwrights

So, there’s this group of theater critics, see? And they gather once a year to
decide what they considered the best in local theater. There’s back-biting and
grousing and cake. Any resemblance to a North Texas critics’ forum is purely
intentional. Former Dallas Observer critic Elaine Liner’s withering one-act called
Crickets’ Lunch, based on some recognizable locals (including one in these very
pages!), is one of 10 world premiere short plays being staged by new company
Imprint TheatreWorks (they just did an acclaimed version of Glengarry Glen Ross)
over four days. Check out as many as you can.

DEETS: Moody Performance Hall, 2420
Flora St. From $25. DCSymphony.org.

DEETS: Bath House Cultural Center, 521 E. Lawther Drive.
Visit ImprintTheatreWorks.org for a complete schedule.

Cute, Reliable & Affordable... /feﬂdfifk

Volkswagen

FRISCO

Your community
representative is
John.Vance@

Unlike your ex-boyfriend! HendrickAuto.com
5010 State Highway 121 Frisco, TX | 469-362-2759 972-365-0120 |

hendrickvwfrisco.com
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ARTSWEEK

THEATER

Chicago. The long-running Broadway hit

returns to North Texas for one weekend at Bass
Performance Hall, 525 Commerce St., Fort Worth.
Feb. 16—18. BassHall.com.

Elliot, A Soldier’s Fugue. Addison Theatre
Centre, 15650 Addison Road. Through Feb. 18.
WaterTowerTheatre.org.

Detroit ’67. A play by Dominique Morriseau set

against the backdrop of the civil rights riots (the

same profiled in last year’s film Detroit). Jubilee

Theatre. 506 Main St., Fort Worth. Through Feb.
25. JubileeTheatre.org.

I Love You, You’re Perfect, Now Change. The
18th (and final) production from Theatre Too of this
musical revue about romance. Theatre 3,

2900 Routh St. in the Quadrangle.

Through March 4. Theatre3Dallas.com.

Like a Billion Likes. An unpopular high school
girl starts up a relationship with a gender-non-
conforming boy and abuses social media in this
contemporary dark comedy. Final weekend.
Stage West, 821 W. Vickery Blvd., Fort Worth.
StageWest.org.

Frankenstein. A new adaptation of Mary Shelley’s
classic of modernity, written by Nick Dear, directed
by Joel Ferrell. Reviewed this week. Kalita
Humphreys Theater, 3636 Turtle Creek Blvd.
Through March 4. DallasTheaterCenter.org.

PostSecret: The Show. The PostSecret.com
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website is an ongoing community art project
where people anonymously contribute facts

about themselves that can be funny, poignant

and terrible. This live show takes audiences on a
journey into the deeper recesses of people’s lives.
Eisemann Center for Performing Arts,

2351 Performance Drive, Richardson.

Feb. 15-18. EisemannCenter.com.

Quills. Dallas native Doug Wright wrote this play
about the life behind bars of the notorious Marquis
de Sade. Presented by the recently-formed Black
Flag Theatre Company. Cox Playhouse,

1517 H Ave., Plano. Through March 3.
BlackFlagTheatre.org.

The Woman Who Knew Too Much. A new play
written and directed by Kevin Grammer, about a
woman with amnesia trying to solve the mystery of
who she is. Ochre House Theater, 825 Exposition
Ave. Through March 3. OchreHouseTheater.org.

Thurgood. George Stevens Jr.’s play about
the pioneering lawyer. Bishop Arts Theatre
Center, 215 S. Tyler St. Through Feb. 25.
BishopArtsTheatre.org.

Three Sisters. Undermain’s new staging of
Chekhov’s classic. Undermain Theatre,
3200 Main St. Through March 11. Undermain.org.

OPERA

The Ring of Polykrates. Korngold’s one-act
opera is performed in addition to a violin concerto
on the bill of Korngold’s Concerto in D Major.
Winspear Opera House, 2403 Flora St.

N’

The Crow Collection of Asian Art celebrates The Year of the Dog on Feb. 17 with free events at Klyde Warren Park and NorthPark Center.

Through Feb. 17. DallasOpera.org.

FINE ART

Yayoi Kusama: All the Eternal Love | Have

for the Pumpkins. The DMA features the only
Infinity Mirror Room of its kind in a North American
collection, this tribute to the gourd by Japanese
artist Yayoi Kusama. Dallas Museum of Art,

1717 Harwood St. Through Feb. 25. DMA.org.

First Sculpture: Handaxe to Figure Stone.

An exhibit of found and modified objects from

the Paleolithic era of human enterprise. Nasher
Sculpture Center, 2001 Flora St. Through April 28.
NasherScultureCenter.org.

Memory Mind Matter: The Sculpture of
Eduardo Chillida. The work of 20th century
Spanish sculptor and artist. Meadows
Museum, 5900 Bishop Blvd. Through June 3.
MeadowsMuseumDallas.org.

FRIDAY 02.16

COMMUNITY

Panoptikon. The weekly retro disco dance party,
presented by Lord Byron. Red Light,

2911 Main St. Doors 9 p.m.

SATURDAY 02.17
COMMUNITY
FrontRunners. Gay jogging/walking group meets

weekly at 9 a.m. in Oak Lawn Park at Hall Street
and Turtle Creek Boulevard for a run along the
Katy Trail.

Chinese New Year Festival. The Crow Collection
of Asian Art celebrates the Year of the Dog with its
free annual festival. NorthPark Center,

11 a.m.—2 p.m.; Klyde Warren Park, 2 p.m.

TUESDAY 02.20

FILM

The Searchers. One of the signature Westerns
of director John Ford and star John Wayne,
about a man obsessively tracking down his
niece (Natalie Wood) kidnapped by Indians.
Screens as part of the Tuesday Big Movie New
Classic Series at Landmark’s Magnolia Theatre in
the West Village, 3699 McKinney Ave. Screens at
7:30 p.m. and 10 p.m.

WEDNESDAY 02.21

THEATER

First Impressions: A Festival for Local
Playwrights. New theater company Imprint
Theatreworks presents 10 readings of 10 world
premiere plays by local playwrights. Bath House
Cultural Center, 521 E. Lawther Drive. Feb. 21—
24. ImprintTheatreworks.org.

CONCERTS

Considering Matthew Shepard. A three-part
oratorio about the slain iconic of gay-bashing
victim, performed by the Austin-based Conspirare
and presented by the Dallas Museum of Art.

See story Page 24. Moody Performance Hall,
2520 Flora St. 7:30 p.m. DMA.org.

THURSDAY 02.22

CABARET

Glitterbomb Denton. Weekly queer variety show
with a new lineup every Thursday, now at a new
locale and new time. Andy’s Bar, 122 N. Locust
St., Denton. 8 p.m.
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for the New Year?

Think PrEP is too expensive?

How does FREE sound?
Cost of Exam: $0 |
Cost of Labs: $0 -

Cost of Medication: $0-

For more information:
HELPfw.org
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1717 S. Main Street
Fort Worth, TX 76110
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ACCOMMODATIONS
Daisy Polk Inn | daisypolkinn.com
2917 Regan St. | 214-522-4692

Hilton Anatole Hotel | hiltonanatolehotel.com
2201 N. Stemmons Freeway | 214-748-1200

ACCOUNTANTS - CPA
Aishman, Rick, CPA, PC | 214-520-7363
4228 N. Central Expressway, Ste. 225

Allen, Ron, CPA | ronallencpa.com
2909 Cole Ave., Ste. 119 | 214-954-0042

J Chester & Associates, Inc., CPA
jchestercpa.com | 214-330-4682

Padgett Business Services | padgettdallas.com
1881 Sylvan Ave., Ste. 105 | 214-272-3823

Suzanne Butler Consulting | sbutlercpa.com
469-387-6140

ADULT ENTERTAINMENT
Club Dallas | theclubs.com
2616 Swiss Ave. | 214-821-1990

ADULT NOVELTIES
Alternatives | 1720 W. Mockingbird Lane
214-630-7071

AIR CONDITIONING & HEAT
Jade Air Conditioning & Heating
jadeairdallas.com| 214-522-2805

Rescue Air Heating and Cooling | rescueair.com
972-351-8307

ATTORNEYS
Bakker, Jens | 9616 Tarleton | 214-458-4451

Burch, Lorie | burch-law.com
7920 Beltline Road, Ste. 700 | 972-385-0558

Cole, David | adoptlegal.com | 214-363-5117

Covell, Rebecca | covellpc.com
3710 Rawlins St., Ste. 950 | 214-443-0300

D&N Law Group, LLP | Asma Din | Mai Nguyen
dnlawgroup.com | 972-252-0886

Garcia, Domingo | domingogarcialaw.com
400 S. Zang Blvd., Ste. 600 | 214-941-8300

Hall, Stephanie | ladylawsah.com
4514 Cole Ave., Ste. 600 | 214-522-3343

Johnson, Julie | juliejohnsonlaw.com
12222 Merit Drive, Ste. 1200 | 214-290-8001

Johnson, Stephen | johnsonlawdfw.com
214-373-3770

ATTORNEYS
Olinger, Lynn | LSOLaw.com
3710 Rawlins St., Ste. 950 | 214-396-9090

Seidel, Adam | adamseidellaw.com
214-528-3344

West, Chad, PC | chadwestlaw.com
900 W. Davis St. | 214-509-7555

Wiley, Rob | robwiley.com
2613 Thomas Ave. | 214-528-6500

Womack, Jenny | WomackAdoptions.com
5495 Beltline Road, Ste. 365 | 214-935-3310

AUTOMOBILE DEALERS
Park Place Mercedes | Nedd Ross
6113 Lemmon Ave. | 214-443-5281

BANKS
Capital One Bank | capitalonecareers.com
4208 Lemmon Ave. | 972-728-3900

BREWERIES
Lakewood Brewing Co.Craft Brewery,
Lakewoodbrewing.com | 972-864-BEER (2337)

CAMPGROUNDS
Rainbow Ranch Campground [rainbowranch.net
1662 LCR 800 | Groesbeck, TX | 888-875-7596

CATERING
Wendy Krispin Caterer
wendykrispincaterer.com | 214-748-5559

CHIROPRACTIC DOCTORS - DC
Auerbach, Lynne, DC | Uptown Chiropractic
uptownchiropractic.com | 214-979-9013

Tutt, Steven J. - DC | drtuttdc.com
4245 Cedar Springs Road | 214-528-1900

CONSIGNMENT
Dulce Interior Consignment Showplace
mydulce.com | 2914 Oak Lawn | 214-219-5656

CONSTRUCTION — RENOVATIONS
Shingles Roofing | dfwshingles.com
214-729-8429

Renowned Renovation
renownedrenovation.com | 972-232-7122

CONVENTION & VISITORS BUREAUS
Visit Dallas | visitdallas.com
325 North St. Paul St., Ste. 700 | 800-232-5527

COSTUMES — MASQUERADE-THEATRICAL
Dallas Costume Shoppe | dcshoppe.com
3905 Main St. | 214-428-4613

COSTUMES — MASQUERADE-THEATRICAL
Norcostco Texas Costume | norcostco.com
1231 Wyecliff, Ste. 300 | 214-630-4048

COUNSELORS -LICENSED PROFESSIONAL
Caswell, Eddie, Med, LPC
6500 Greenville Ave. Ste. 185 | 214-559-7077

Marcum, Candy, LPC, LMFT Supervision
CandyMarcum.com | 214-521-1278

Martin, Randy, LPC | martinlpc.com
3626 North Hall St., Ste. 530 | 214-392-8247

Momentum Psychological Services, PLLC
Meador, Christopher, PhD LCSW |214-674-8806

Owen, Jimmy, LPC | jimmyowen.com
3838 Oak Lawn, Ste. 1000 | 214-546-8852

Uptown Psychotherapy | 214-824-2009
Deborah Beckman | Tim Myrick

DENTISTS
Boyd, Carole Ann, DDS, PC | drboyd.net
4514 Cole Ave., Ste. 905 | 214-521-6261

Allen, Charles, DDS | bleudentist.com
3607 Oak Lawn #250 | 214-699-4976

Sadeghi, Sina, DDS | Royal Dental
dallasroyaldental.com | 972-846-0008

Terrell, Kevin, DDS, PC | terrelldental.com
2603 Oak Lawn Ave., Ste. 100 | 214-329-1818

DISC JOCKEYS
DJ DELUXE PRODUCTIONS
214-823-1424

Jay Fox Productions Wedding MC/DJ
jayfoxproductions.com | 214-725-1203

Video Transfer and DJ Music Sounds
videotransfer4u.net | 469-222-6659

EGG DONOR PROGRAMS
The Donor Solution | thedonorsolution.com
713-827-0301

ELECTROLYSIS
Dallas Electrolysis Clinic
electrolysisformen.com | 214-766-8939

Hair Today Gone Tomorrow
htgtelectrolysis.com | 682-593-1442

EMERGENCY ROOMS
Uptown ER | uptownerdallas.com
3607 Oak Lawn Ave. | 214-217-1818

FINANCIAL PLANNING CONSULTANTS
Sherman, Judy S., CFBS Nexus Advisors, LLC
1111 S. Main St., Grapevine | 817-366-1119

FURNITURE
j.douglas design | jdouglasdesign.com
3301 Oak Lawn Ave. | 214-522-8100

GLASS BLOWING
Dallas Glass Art | dallasglassart.com
214-741-1442

HEALTH CLUBS
Private Workout 60-Day Boot Camp
PrivateWorkout.com | 214-515-5517

INSURANCE
Alex Long Agency | Allstate Insurance
Allstateagencies.com/AlexLong | 972-570-7000

Allstate - Clements, John | 972-312-1800
2500 N. Dallas Parkway, Ste. 150 |

Irvin, M. Angel | Farmers Insurance
14651 Dallas Parkway, Ste. 110 | 972-367-6200

INSURANCE
Steven Graves Insurance Agency
A division of Abco Insurance | 214-599-0808

LIQUOR COMPANIES
Equality Vodka | equalityvodka.com

MAILBOX SERVICES
The UPS Store® - Cedar Springs #3812
3824 Cedar Springs Road | 214-520-0005

MORTGAGE — REFINANCE
Caliber Home Loans | Ruiz, Matt
caliberhomeloans.com | 510-305-4245

Ramirez, Armando | Supreme Lending
supremelending.com | 214-263-5507

MOVERS
Fantastic Moves | FantasticMoves.com
10610 Metric, Ste. 175 | 214-349-6683 (MOVE)

OPTICAL GOODS
Fashion Optical | fashionopticaldallas.com
3430 Oak Lawn at Lemmon | 214-526-6006

OPTOMETRISTS
Dishman, Keith, OD | 214-521-0929
4560 W. Mockingbird Lane, Ste. 124

PERSONAL TRAINERS
Bells and Barbells | bellsandbarbells.com
469-256-8624 | 214-515-5517

PHARMACIES
Avita Pharmacy | avitapharmacy.com
219 Sunset Ave., Ste. 118A | 214-943-5187

PHOTOGRAPHERS
Justin Yoder Studios - Photo + Video
justinyoderstudios.com | 214-404-7805

PHYSICIANS & SURGEONS
Philips, Kay L., MD | Internal Medicine
Dallas Diagnostic Association | 214-363-2305

Pounders, Steven, MD, PA
3500 Oak Lawn Ave., Ste. 600 | 214-520-8833

Uptown Physicians Group | uptowndocs.com
4144 N. Central Expressway | 214-303-1033

Daly, Patrick W., MD | Internal/HIV Medicine
3629 Fairmount St. | 214-526-3566

Prism Health North Texas | prismhealthntx.org
351 West Jefferson Blvd. | 214-521-5191

REAL ESTATE
Atkinson, Steve, ABR | 214-334-7404
SteveAtkinson.DavePerryMiller.com

Cohn, Dan, GRI, ABR | Virginia Cook Realtors
214-236-1640

DeuPree, Joe, ABR | Scottwood Realty, L.L.C.
214-683-7224

Durstine Jr., George H. | Scottwood Realty, LLC
214-559-6090

Hewitt & Habgood Group | HewittHabgood.com
Dave Perry-Miller & Associates | 214-752-7070

Hobson, Phil | H Group | Berkshire Hathaway
weknowtx.com/philhobson | 214-659-3624

Jeff Updike | Weston Pugh | updikepugh.com
Dave Perry-Miller & Associates | 214-377-2223

LaPierre, Paul, GRI | Century 21 Judge Fite
4saleindallas.com | 214-564-7741

Melnick, Susan | Virginia Cook Realtors
susanmelnick.com | 214-460-5565

REAL ESTATE
Narey, Jay, ABR, ALHS | Keller Williams
jaynarey.com | 972-468-5462

Neal, Jeff, ABR | Keller Williams Realty
214-931-2609

Scarborough Realty Group | 903-263-8443
scarboroughrealtygroup.com

Scott, Danny Alan | Scottwood Realty, L.L.C.
DannyAlanScott@gmail.com | 972-588-8304

Sherman, Diane | 469-767-1823
davidgriffin.com/diane-sherman

Walker, Philip | Keller Williams Park Cities
philipwalkergroup.com | 214-769-4322

RESTAURANTS
Cremona Bistro Ristorante | cremonabistro.com
2704 Worthington | 214-871-1115

nerdvana food + spirits & coffee + shop
nerdvanafrisco.com | Frisco | 214-618-9732

Salum Restaurant | salumrestaurant.com
4152 Cole Ave., Ste. 103 | 214-252-9604

Start Restaurant | startrestaurant.net
4023 Lemmon Ave. | 214-599-7873

SIGNAGE
FastSigns | 2629 Oak Lawn Ave.
fastsigns.com/12 | 214-526-7446

STRUCTURAL ENGINEERING
Vannier Engineering | 972-867-9750
dvannier@vannierengineering.com

SURROGACY
3 Sisters Surrogacy | 3sisterssurrogacy.com
877-976-9483

TITLE COMPANIES
Lawyers Title DFW | Ruth Darling
lawyerstitledfw.com | 214-551-2416

Republic Title of Texas, Inc. | republictitle.com
3131 Turtle Creek Blvd. | 214-528-8916

TRANSPORTATION
DART | dart.org | 214-979-1111

TREE SERVICE
Maya Tree & Lawn Maintenance
mayatreeservice.com | 214-924-7058

VITAMINS & SUPPLEMENTS
Sundrops Vitamins & Nutrition | sundrops.com
4306 N. Central Expressway | 214-521-0550

WEDDING SERVICES
Christy Matthews Events
christymatthewsevents.com | 805-717-2454

LGBTWeddings.com | 844-899-LOVE x 501

WEDDING VENUES
7 for Parties by Wendy Krispin Caterer
7forparties.com | 214-748-5559

YOGA STUDIOS
Dallas Yoga Center | dallasyogacenter.com
4525 Lemmon Ave. | 214-443-9642

The Business Directory is published once a
month. If you are interested in being listed,
please contact us at 214.754.8710.

dallasvoice

The Premier Media Source for LGBT Texas



Cassie Nova

Drag regrets/ Cassie’s got a few

Hello, my people. Today | am gonna talk
about regrets. We all have them, but | want to
tell you about some of my biggest drag regrets.
About a thousand years ago, | was just a little
skinny gayby that just so happened to dress as
a woman. As a young drag queen, my ward-
robe was very limited, so | would get creative
and try to make costumes for the show. | would
usually go to a bunch of thrift stores and buy
cute-ish things that fit and embellish the hell out
of them.

Looking back now, | realize how horrible
most of that stuff looked, but to me | always
wore my shit like it was the best ever. Igno-
rance is bliss. | was too naive to care much
about what other people thought. | had a pair
of cut-off shorts to which | glued sequins on the

pockets and trim. It was tacky af, but | thought
| was the tea. | would buy stretch dresses and
wear them backwards to show off my tit-
tie-painting skills. | didn’t have the money back
then to get stuff made, so | just would try to
make ridiculous shit work for the show.

Then in 1994 or ’95, | heard a song that |
immediately wanted to put in the show: “Gotta
Be” by Des’ree. | loved the song and wanted to
be the first in the show to do it. | had a vision
in my head of how | wanted to be dressed,
and my creative juices were flowing. | knew |
could make the whole oultfit for probably less
than 20 bucks — which for me, at the time, was
more than | spent on a lot of my stuff. So | was
excited.

| got up early that next day and took the bus

A Couple
. of guys*

“See You in the Funny Papers”

FROM VARIOUS FRIENDS AND

FROM FAMILY...

www.lacebook.com/acoupleolguys

)

)

JIn " AL THE BEST,

AND ESPECIALLY FRoM ME,
A HUGE

TUHANK You!

THIS STRIP MARKS THE FINALE
(Fom Now, AT LEAST)
oF " CoUPLE oF GUYS.”

PLEASE CONTINVE To Follow US
ON SpciAl. MEDIA FoR MEWS,
PRST STRIFS, ArD MORE.

IT'S BEEN AN HoneR To BRING
You TUE ADYENTURES OF
ERIC, JOEY, AND THE REST oF
[THE CAST FoR THE LAST 21 YEARS)

D rrovsscan —

downtown. (Back before Amazon Prime you
had to go all over the place to get the things
you needed.) | needed those little tittie pads,
and the only place | knew to get them was at
the H.L. Green Variety Store. They sold just
about everything, so it was my go-to place
when | didn’t have a ride to someplace better.
| bought two pairs of tittie pads, a few yards of
iridescent pink fabric and two packages of hot
pink sparkly Payette sequins — the large ones,
about the size of a nickel.

Back home | got right to work. | glued the
sequins to those tittie pads in a fish scale pat-
tern, | cut and shaped that fabric into a layered
skirt that went almost to the floor and listened
to my cassingle of “Gotta Be” for hours. | glued
sequins to a pair of earrings and glued even
more to some ugly bracelets. | already had this
pink and white tie-dyed hooded cloak that was
going to hide my new Killer look until the big
reveal. | was so excited. | couldn’t wait for the
show that night.

That night | spent literally hours getting my
make up right. | blended black into hot pink
into bright white for my eye shadow and fierce
bubblegum-pink lips. | duct-taped the tittie pads
to my chest. | was a little skinny fuck back then,
so | had my stomach exposed and my “fabu-
lous” skirt draped around my waist. (In reality
it was a folded and tied-off square of fabric.)
My wig actually was fabulous, before they sold
good quality wigs in bright neon colors. So if
you wanted a hot pink wig, you would have to
soak a white wig in Rit dye. The wig was on
point. (Side note: Even then, as skinny as |
was, | remember thinking | was fat. How stupid
is that? If | could go back in time | would tell
myself to STFU and show your thin body off
with pride. Another regret!)

For those who remember the old Rose
Room, you know the queens had to walk
through the crowd to get to the stage. | was
standing in the back waiting for my name to
be called, covered in my cloak with the hood
covering most of my hair and face, concealing
my freshly made costume.

Donna Day called my name and | stepped
onto the stage. Well, about eight feet shy of
the stage was when | realized that this may
not have been my best idea. The music started
and | began to lip-sync my song. The first time
she sings “Gotta Be,” | open the cloak to what |
thought was going to be ooohs and aaahs, but
instead... lots of laughter. | love to make people
laugh, but | thought | was about to give them a
sickening Tandi/Erica/Krystal trans woman with

beautiful breasts reveal. | did not.

| was just “a boy in a dress” with goofy-look-
ing glittering breasts taped to his boy chest.
| had never misread my own ideas so badly
before. | wish | could say | was on drugs, but |
wasn’t at the time. It was just my own delusion-
al idea that | thought briefly was a good one.

Once | realized that everyone thought | was
doing a comedy number, | switched gears, sa-
shayed around and shook my bodacious ta-tas.
| acted like the whole thing was meant to be a
joke, but inside, my stupid heart was breaking
because | had something so different going on
in my head. | thought | was serving glamazon
fish realness when in actuality | was getting
served cracked face realness with a side of
byes. | learned a real lesson that day: Ask
your sisters if this is a good idea before you do
something, not after.

One of my other regrets is only a half regret.
One of the first pageants | ever did was Miss
Dallas America, around the same time. Celeste
Martinez let me borrow a beautiful gown that
fit me really well. For talent | kept it simple: |
was going to lip-sync a Mariah Carey song into
an old timey microphone and show off my lip
skills.

| actually did two Mariah songs — “Vanish-
ing,” dramatic and lovely, then “Vision of Love,”
when things took a turn. | figured that the
number was cute but how could | zhuzh it up.
Well, | went to the High School for the Health
Professions and took dental technology, so |
just so happen to have a few pair of dentures
that | made in class. | took the uppers from one
of the sets and kept it in my cleavage. When
“Vision of Love” started, | turned around and
put the dentures in, over my teeth.

The effect those teeth had on my face was
somewhere between full on horse and Jerry
Lewis doing his very racist Confucius character.
It was so stupid, but for some reason | loved it.
It was unexpected and wrong. | spent the first
half of the talent being so serious and glamou-
rous and the second half being ridiculous.

The only reason | say | half regret it was be-
cause Whitney Paige, who was a judge at that
pageant, later told me | probably would have
been first runner-up that night if I hadn’t put in
those stupid teeth. Things happen for a reason,
and sometimes that reason is you’re an idiot
and I'm OK with that.

Remember to always love more, bitch less
and be fabulous! XOXO, Cassie Nova.

If you have a question of comment, email it
to AskCassieNova@gmail.com.
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LIFE+STYLE

scene

, | I-

Eddie and David get out and about Smiling the night away at Sue’s

Val, Gayle and Chan at Panda’s

Making the SCENE the week of Feb. 16-22:

* Alexandre’s: Vero Voz y Compania on Friday. Linny Nance and the Network on Saturday.
Wayne Smith on Sunday. K-Marie Sings Broadway on Tuesday. Anna Fredericka Popova
on Wednesday. Chris Chism on Thursday.

* Cedar Springs Tap House: RuPaul’s Drag Race All Stars watch party on Thursday.

* Club Changes: Imperial Court candidates show on Sunday.

* Club Reflection: Cowtown Leathermen cookout at 4 p.m. and Queen of the Rodeo
Contestant Show at 7 p.m. on Sunday.

* Dallas Eagle: Weezie Davis hosts the United Court’s Wheel Of Drag Show from 6-10 p.m.
on Friday. United Court Angels Vs. Demons benefits GDMAF at 7 p.m. on Saturday. Onyx:
Central Southwest Chapter club night on Saturday.

* JR.’s Bar & Grill: Cassie’s Freak Show at 11 p.m. on Monday.

* Marty’s Live: Drag It Out hosted by Nicole O’hara Munro.

* Round-Up Saloon: Bear Happy Hour on Friday. President’s Day Man Candy Wig Party at
8 p.m. on Sunday. Project Funway on Wednesday.

* S4: Boys’ Night Out with DJ Snowhite on Sunday.

* Sue Ellen’s: Mustache Envy on Friday. Ciao Bella on Saturday. Bella, Darla & lzzy on
Sunday at 3 p.m. followed by The Tuxedos. Miss Gay Texas State Pageant System presents
The Shining Stars Show at 6 p.m. on Sunday.

* The 515 Bar: Free food with hamburgers, brats, beans, & grilled jalapefios on Sunday.

* The Rose Room: Ka’Aliyah Diamond on Friday, Saturday and Sunday. Miss Gay Southern
States at 10:30 p.m. on Wednesday. $10 cover.

* Urban Cowboy Saloon: Heartbreak King Show hosted by Frida Money at 7 p.m.
on Saturday.

* Woody’s Sports & Video Bar: Olympics in HD throughout the bar every night.

Scene Photographers: Kay Haygood, Chad Mantooth and Nicholas Gonzalez Working the pole at TMC: The Mining Co.
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Carnivale at S4
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Now offering[3%coolsculpting ]
away your fat.

FDA - cleared to treat the flanks (love handles), abdomen, double chin and more.

N
your pa?lggecofgtlr:ela:tments! @

advanced skin fitness’
LASER & SKIN CARE /

Offer expires February 23, 2018
Not to be combined with other specials or promotions.

Call Today! 214-521-5277

BeReRt 2928 Oak Lawn Ave.
Actual Advanced Skin Fitness Patient advancedskinfitness.com

ALL NUDE! - BYOB! - ALL NUDE! - BYORB! » ALL NUDE! - BYOB!

Tues, Feb. 20th O 9pm-2am

FREE COVER FOR ALL MEMBERS!
Calllor; Facebook:for;MembershipiInfo.
972-997-1493' - 113il1/ Harry/Hines #203

f DallasClubStallions
y ! JohnnyStalllons

» ALL NUDE! « BYOB! « ALL NUDE! %
* (HANN TIV « JHOAY « HANN TIV ¢

THE LATEST
o @ STROKING
= = B TECH NDLOGYM

THE AUTO BLOW
2 PLUS!

1720 W. MOCKINGBIRD LANE
DALLAS, TX 75235 * 214-630-7071
(enter in rear behind New Fine Arts)
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Keeping it secure at Havanas

34 dallasvoice.com
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Club Stallions

JUMPSTART
YOUR WEEKEND!

Happy Hour 4pm-8pm
1/2 Price Rooms.*
FREE Youth Lockers™*
(18 to 24 Years old)
ALL DAY.

Where everyone

for Bad Behavior.
Friday February 23rd

*1/2 Price Rooms valid for 4 hours only.
**MEMBERSHIP REQUIRED.

THE CLUB DALLAS

An Ameritan Sauna

“= ESH | ag X| n:—mz GIZE

2616 Swiss Ave,
Diffus, 1K 75204
(214) 821-1990




Hard Rock Drag Brunch

photos courtesy Blake Smith
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Reach local LGBT communities
across the nation.

Start connecting with over a million loyal readers

gy in print and online across the country.

NATIONAL s

LGBT ! 212-242-6863

MEDIA . : . R

ASSOCIATION M info@nationallghtmediaassociation.com

 ———————— www.nationallghtmediaassociation.com
f & ovY

BivAREAREPORTER ~ ®BAYWinpows @BTL  dallasvoice  GayCity

Atlanta | Boston | Chicago | Dallas/ FtWorth | Detroit | Los Angeles | Miamif FtLauderdale | New York | Orlando/Tampa Bay | Philadelphia | San Francisco | Washington DC
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Your calling card for LGBT Texas business
For information on adverrtising, call us at:
214-754-8710 ext. 110. Visit us online at:
dallasvoice.com/marketplace

dallasvoice.com

The Premier Media Source for LGBT Texas

Insurance

Drive
happier.

Join the millions who protect their
cars with us. It's one more way
I'm here to help life go right.”
CALL ME TODAY FOR A QUOTE.

Scott Beseda, Agent
4411 Lemmon Ave, Ste 203
Dallas, TX 75219

Bus: 214-219-6610
www.scottbeseda.com
Se habla espafiol

o StateFarm

State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company, State Farm
Indemnity Company, Bloomington, IL
1601560 Texas County Mutual, Dallas, TX

Home Services

EDDIE’S

FENCE STAINING, INTERIOR/EXTERIOR,
TAPe, BED & TEXTURE
METicuLous & ATTENTION TO DETAIL
POWER WASHING

469-471-8618

25 YeARs ExPERIENCE!
SATISFACTION GUARANTEED!
NEeAT, CLEAN & RELIABLE

& HEATING

SERVICE * SALES * INSTALLS
ALL MAJOR BRANDS
RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL
VISA, MC, AMX, DISC

SERVING THE LGBT COMMUNITY FOR OVER 20 YEARS !
JadeAirDallas.com

ExcepTiONAL
SEervicE!

214.522.2805
214.923.7904

Estate Planning - Wills
Trusts & Asset Protection
LGBT Resources

Powers of Attorney
Advanced Directives
Business Law

Covellpc.com - 214.443.0300
3710 Rawlins St. Dallas, TX 75219

Attorneys
who aren’t
crooked or ¥

straight

glawFirm
—
ENGLISH LAW GROUP

BOARD CERTIFIED PERSONAL INJURY TRIAL LAW

12222 MERIT DRIVE, SUITE 1200 | DALLAS, TEXAS 75251

@ PHONE: 214-528-4300 @ FAX: 972-733-1335
JENGLISH@ENGLISHPLLC.COM WWW.ENGLISHPLLC.COM

. g%&iouﬂlag‘h ﬂ+

— frOM Oct 28- Nov 4, 2018

$599 Royal Caribbean’s Liberty of the Seas
7 Day Western Caribbean Cruise from Galveston

17th Annual Halloween Cruise
Ports: Galveston, Roatan, Costa Maya, Cozumel

(800) 592-9058 / AquafestCruises.com

< Personal Care |

S BEACHBODY"

Decide. Commit. Succeed.®

SANDRA COMER

Independent Team Beachbody coach guiding you to
help you achieve your health and fitness goals in 2018!
sandi8668@outlook.com

2lda
FiX

L ae———s

OBSESSION
shaReo‘iogy‘ T ——

“ Moving }

Fantastic

®

_F _/JE_ READERS voice

» AWARDS 2017
7 YEARS & COUNTING
2 i
IVa i

READERS voICE
AWARDS 2015

READERS vOICE
AWARDS 2016

I Wi

TXDMV 00521440B
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Your calling card for LGBT Texas business
For information on adverrtising, call us at:
214-754-8710 ext. 110. Visit us online at:
dallasvoice.com/marketplace

dallasvoice.com

The Premier Media Source for LGBT Texas

“|Real Estate |

Helping buyers and sellers in the
community for more than 30 years!
Call today to find out what your
home is worth in today’s hot market.

SUSAN MELNICK

214.460.5565

smelnick@virginiacook.com

EXCEPTIONAL
RESULTS

VIRGINIA

41 cook

REALTORS
Proud member of Lambda Legal

and HRC
[E Lambdalegsl

Home Services

Tree Services

Victor Mayorquin

723 N. Marsalis Ave.
Dallas, TX 75203
469-660-6012

v.mayorquin123@gmail.com
Fully Insured

< Real Estate

Talk to Jason Melton:
214.883.6854

QEe=s melton@davidgriffin.com
Dawd anﬁn & Company Realtors G

“ Virginia Cook, Realtors !

< Real Estate |

TIM STOLL

TiMm STOLL
REAL ESTATE

214-868-2959
www.timstoll.com

BROCERED BY

&..'\-n;:. IATES [E
REALTORS &

NORTH TEXAS

(*Jc]Lls]T]

CHAMBER MEMBER

1
J

“Real Estate

An innovative approach to changing your address
®
BERKESHIRE HATHAWAY m @
Meane Senievs
PenFod Realty Texan
Call us today to find out why people rely on

HGroup

I '! Phil
= ~ Founder/Realtor 214.659.3624

phil@hgrouphomes.com | www.hgrouphomes.com

THE

\INTER

%25 Years Experience
——— Free Estimates

al @tremely Meticulous
: TONY R.
- 972-754-1536

TonyRThePainter @netscape.com
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ANDREW
- COLLINS

REALTOR
AndrewCollinsRealtor@Gmail.com

214.668.8287
GIEP
S A Tife |

ale=| realty

LET'S MAKE A

oak lawn
uptown
turtle creek

‘ urban dallas

I ReaIEstate

Todd Maley

www.mrealtygroup.com
toddmaley@aol.com

972-205-0636

Keller WI||IOmS

Proudly
Servin
the LGBT

Community

2 Real Estate

Christian Johnson
Branch Manager « NMLS#: 552551
The “go to guy’in the mortgage industry!
214-763-8767 « Homeloansbychristian.com

JY CALIBER

N\ HOME LOANS

christian
JOHNSEIN

ROUP

Caliber Home Loans, Inc., 1525 S. Beltiine Rd Coppell, TX 75019 NMLS ID #15622 (www.nmlsconsumeraccess.org). 1-800-
401-6587. Copyright © 2018. All Rights Reserved. This is not an offer to enter into an agreement. Not all customers will qualify.
Information, rates, and programs are subject to change without prior notice. All products are subject to credit and property
approval. Not all products are available in all states or for all dollar amounts. Other restrictions and limitations apply. Residential
Mortgage Loan Originator. Equal Housing Lender. Branch address: 1300 Monticello, Suite 150 Dallas, Texas 75205.




Social Network For Kinky Minded People

MYFW

R

-

www.MyFetWorld.com

W-Walnut, Garland

<% (972) 276-0893
7.Day Rentals! $6'DVD’s!

~ $9.95 Head Cleaners.

MAMNRLILINE
-_— .
ALL ACCESS

FREE ! =
214.270.1300°

DALLAS
OTHER cITIES 1.877.510.3344

“ ALL MALE LIVE CHAT .,

AlwaysFREE tolistenr and reply to ads!
55 P e

B

Dallas:

(214) 269-1972

WWww.megamates.com 18+

972.220.0709

Advertisement

Dallas Voice Marketplace

214.754.8710

-puzzle

Advice from Frasier’s Dad

Solution on Page 29

Across

1 Alfred Douglas’ title

5 Spit out

10 Ending for Copland

14 Islamic ruler

15 Caberet line about
screwing Maximilian

16 Out partner

17 The lowdown

18 Climax at the end of an
action film

19 Pay for a pad

20 Start of advice from
Frasier’s dad

22 More of the advice

24 One of TV’s Bosom Buddies

25 Da Vinci’s threesome

26 Rod on a screen

30 Frilly mats

34 John of Gay Sex Quotes

35 Sex and the City shower

37 Come slowly

38 More of the advice

41 Wicks once of the WNBA

42 Penny pincher

43 Madonna’s Peron role

44 “I tried my ___ to believe
in the rainbow”
(Judy Garland)

48 One coming from Uranus, e.g.

51 “Bear” that’s not a bear

55 Gay men’s chorus event

58 Gutsy Greek

60 End of the advice

62 Uey from WSW

63 Say again

64 Hawk-chicken difference

65 Streaker over the Atlantic

66 The Wapshot Chronicle author

67 Initials of Stonewall
Jackson’s boss

Down

1 Bloomers worn around
the neck

2 Old Dodge

3 Rocky Horror's ___ Raff

4 Old maneuver in David
Kopay’s sport

5 Slip away

6 Mahoney (1940-2018),
who played Martin Crane,
Frasier’s dad

7 Childcare writer LeShan

8 Leonardo’s thing

9 Linked with

10 King Lear’s youngest

11 Where to find hot buns

12 Result of getting rear-ended

13 “Wherefore thou Romeo?”

21 Audre Lorde’s A Burst of ___

23 Like Oscar Wilde

26 Works under Edith Head,
perhaps

27 Pants dropped

28 At Swim, Two Boys is set in
this land

29 River through K'In

30 Put out

31 Words before delighted

32 How far up it goes (abbr.)

33 Stiff bristle

36 Home, to Dave Pallone

39 “Very interesting ...”

40 It comes before mature
ejaculation

44 Date of Xmas

45 Iron-poor

46 Adam Rippon, for one

47 Legal wrong

48 Remembers some S&M

49 Students may take them out

50 Atlas enlargement

52 You might shed this

53 Inevitable online claim

54 Gay porn director Rainier

56 Kind of IRA

57 It can bear fruit

58 Navratilova, for one

59 Townshend of The Who

61 Before, to the Bard

02.09.18 dallasvoice
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We’re Growing Fast!
PET SUPPLIES PLUS

Minus the hassle.

GRAND OPENING CELEBRATION'

14902 Preston Road, Dallas TX 75254
Saturday March 3 - Sunday March 4 $ _ﬂ:
9am - 9pm O
|
Stop by Pet Supplies Plus for our Grand Opening. Any purChase
We'll have freebies and fun for the whole family: $30 or more
+ Free Food for your pets (and you) Mot be 0 vt o Gl marer S 1
+ Free dog WaSh a” Weekend IrfedteseurlT:)i)?ij; Plus on-ly Must beaPrefe.rred Pet Club
+ On-site adoptions memper.
One coupon per household please. No cash value.
+ Wln a yearls Supply Of dog or Cat fOOd Egcf(éilhot valid on the purchase of gift cards or prior
+ Win Gift Cards E;Jf;cihases. May not be combined wth any other
+WinaTV OFFER VALID THRUMarch 31,2018 PLU #81042

14902 Preston Road, Dallas
Sun-Sat: 9am-9pm
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