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SHOW YOUR

Take care of what matters most—you. GENVOYA is a 1-pill, once-a-day complete 
HIV-1 treatment for people who are either new to treatment or people whose healthcare 
provider determines they can replace their current HIV-1 medicines with GENVOYA. 

• Kidney problems, including kidney failure. Your healthcare 
provider should do blood and urine tests to check your kidneys. 
If you develop new or worse kidney problems, they may tell you to 
stop taking GENVOYA.

• Too much lactic acid in your blood (lactic acidosis), which is a serious 
but rare medical emergency that can lead to death. Tell your healthcare 
provider right away if you get these symptoms: weakness or being 
more tired than usual, unusual muscle pain, being short of breath or fast 
breathing, stomach pain with nausea and vomiting, cold or blue hands 
and feet, feel dizzy or lightheaded, or a fast or abnormal heartbeat. 

• Severe liver problems, which in rare cases can lead to death. Tell 
your healthcare provider right away if you get these symptoms: skin 
or the white part of your eyes turns yellow, dark “tea-colored” urine, 
light-colored stools, loss of appetite for several days or longer, nausea, 
or stomach-area pain.

The most common side effect of GENVOYA is nausea. Tell your 
healthcare provider if you have any side effects that bother you or 
don’t go away. 

What should I tell my healthcare provider before 
taking GENVOYA? 
• All your health problems. Be sure to tell your healthcare 

provider if you have or have had any kidney or liver problems, 
including hepatitis virus infection.

• All the medicines you take, including prescription and 
over-the-counter medicines, vitamins, and herbal supplements. 
Other medicines may affect how GENVOYA works. Keep a list 
of all your medicines and show it to your healthcare provider 
and pharmacist. Ask your healthcare provider if it is safe to take 
GENVOYA with all of your other medicines.  

• If you take antacids. Take antacids at least 2 hours before or 
after you take GENVOYA.

• If you are pregnant or plan to become pregnant. It is not known 
if GENVOYA can harm your unborn baby. Tell your healthcare 
provider if you become pregnant while taking GENVOYA.

• If you are breastfeeding (nursing) or plan to breastfeed. Do 
not breastfeed. HIV-1 can be passed to the baby in breast milk.

You are encouraged to report negative side effects of 
prescription drugs to the FDA. Visit www.fda.gov/medwatch, 
or call 1-800-FDA-1088.

Please see Important Facts about GENVOYA, including 
important warnings, on the following page.

WHAT IS GENVOYA®?
GENVOYA is a 1-pill, once-a-day prescription medicine used 
to treat HIV-1 in people 12 years and older who weigh at least 
77 pounds. It can either be used in people who are starting 
HIV-1 treatment and have never taken HIV-1 medicines before, 
or people who are replacing their current HIV-1 medicines 
and whose healthcare provider determines they meet certain 
requirements. These include having an undetectable viral load 
(less than 50 copies/mL) for 6 months or more on their current 
HIV-1 treatment. GENVOYA combines 4 medicines into 1 pill 
taken once a day with food. GENVOYA is a complete HIV-1 
treatment and should not be used with other HIV-1 medicines.

GENVOYA does not cure HIV-1 or AIDS. To control HIV-1 
infection and decrease HIV-related illnesses, you must keep 
taking GENVOYA. Ask your healthcare provider if you have 
questions about how to reduce the risk of passing HIV-1 to 
others. Always practice safer sex and use condoms to lower the 
chance of sexual contact with body fl uids. Never reuse or share 
needles or other items that have body fl uids on them. 

IMPORTANT SAFETY INFORMATION 
What is the most important information I should know 
about GENVOYA? 
GENVOYA may cause serious side effects: 
• Worsening of hepatitis B (HBV) infection. GENVOYA is not 

approved to treat HBV. If you have both HIV-1 and HBV and 
stop taking GENVOYA, your HBV may suddenly get worse. 
Do not stop taking GENVOYA without fi rst talking to your 
healthcare provider, as they will need to monitor your health.

Who should not take GENVOYA?
Do not take GENVOYA if you take: 
• Certain prescription medicines for other conditions. It is 

important to ask your healthcare provider or pharmacist about 
medicines that should not be taken with GENVOYA. Do not 
start a new medicine without telling your healthcare provider.

• The herbal supplement St. John’s wort.
• Any other medicines to treat HIV-1 infection.
What are the other possible side effects of GENVOYA? 
Serious side effects of GENVOYA may also include: 
• Changes in your immune system. Your immune system may get 

stronger and begin to fi ght infections. Tell your healthcare provider 
if you have any new symptoms after you start taking GENVOYA.

GENVOYA does not 
cure HIV-1 or AIDS. 

Ask your healthcare provider if GENVOYA is right for you. 

GENVOYA.com
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IMPORTANT FACTS
This is only a brief summary of important information about 
GENVOYA® and does not replace talking to your healthcare 
provider about your condition and your treatment.

(jen-VOY-uh)

MOST IMPORTANT INFORMATION ABOUT GENVOYA

GENVOYA may cause serious side effects, including: 
•  Worsening of hepatitis B (HBV) infection. GENVOYA is not 

approved to treat HBV. If you have both HIV-1 and HBV, your HBV 
may suddenly get worse if you stop taking GENVOYA. Do not stop 
taking GENVOYA without �rst talking to your healthcare provider, as 
they will need to check your health regularly for several months.

ABOUT GENVOYA 

•  GENVOYA is a prescription medicine used to treat HIV-1 in people  
12 years of age and older who weigh at least 77 pounds and have 
never taken HIV-1 medicines before. GENVOYA can also be used 
to replace current HIV-1 medicines for some people who have an 
undetectable viral load (less than 50 copies/mL of virus in their blood), 
and have been on the same HIV-1 medicines for at least 6 months 
and have never failed HIV-1 treatment, and whose healthcare provider 
determines that they meet certain other requirements.

•  GENVOYA does not cure HIV-1 or AIDS. Ask your healthcare 
provider about how to prevent passing HIV-1 to others.

Do NOT take GENVOYA if you: 
•  Take a medicine that contains: alfuzosin (Uroxatral®), 

carbamazepine (Carbatrol®, Epitol®, Equetro®, Tegretol®,  
Tegretol-XR®, Teril®), cisapride (Propulsid®, Propulsid Quicksolv®), 
dihydroergotamine (D.H.E. 45®, Migranal®), ergotamine (Cafergot®, 
Migergot®, Ergostat®, Medihaler Ergotamine®, Wigraine®, 
Wigrettes®), lovastatin (Advicor®, Altoprev®, Mevacor®), lurasidone 
(Latuda®), methylergonovine (Ergotrate®, Methergine®), midazolam 
(when taken by mouth), phenobarbital (Luminal®), phenytoin 
(Dilantin®, Phenytek®), pimozide (Orap®), rifampin (Rifadin®, 
Rifamate®, Rifater®, Rimactane®), sildena�l when used for lung 
problems (Revatio®), simvastatin (Simcor®, Vytorin®, Zocor®), or 
triazolam (Halcion®).

•  Take the herbal supplement St. John’s wort.
•  Take any other HIV-1 medicines at the same time.

GET MORE INFORMATION

• This is only a brief summary of important information about GENVOYA. 
Talk to your healthcare provider or pharmacist to learn more.

• Go to GENVOYA.com or call 1-800-GILEAD-5
• If you need help paying for your medicine, visit GENVOYA.com for 

program information. 

POSSIBLE SIDE EFFECTS OF GENVOYA 

GENVOYA can cause serious side effects, including: 
•  Those in the “Most Important Information About GENVOYA” section.
•  Changes in your immune system.
•  New or worse kidney problems, including kidney failure.
•  Too much lactic acid in your blood (lactic acidosis), which is a 

serious but rare medical emergency that can lead to death. Tell  
your healthcare provider right away if you get these symptoms: 
weakness or being more tired than usual, unusual muscle pain, 
being short of breath or fast breathing, stomach pain with nausea 
and vomiting, cold or blue hands and feet, feel dizzy or lightheaded, 
or a fast or abnormal heartbeat.

• Severe liver problems, which in rare cases can lead to death. Tell 
your healthcare provider right away if you get these symptoms: skin  
or the white part of your eyes turns yellow, dark “tea-colored” urine, 
light-colored stools, loss of appetite for several days or longer, 
nausea, or stomach-area pain.

The most common side effect of GENVOYA is nausea.
These are not all the possible side effects of GENVOYA. Tell your healthcare 
provider right away if you have any new symptoms while taking GENVOYA.
Your healthcare provider will need to do tests to monitor your 
health before and during treatment with GENVOYA. 

BEFORE TAKING GENVOYA 

Tell your healthcare provider if you: 
•  Have or have had any kidney or liver problems, including  

hepatitis infection.
•  Have any other medical condition.
•  Are pregnant or plan to become pregnant.
•  Are breastfeeding (nursing) or plan to breastfeed. Do not  

breastfeed if you have HIV-1 because of the risk of passing  
HIV-1 to your baby.

Tell your healthcare provider about all the medicines you take: 
•  Keep a list that includes all prescription and over-the-counter 

medicines, vitamins, and herbal supplements, and show it to your 
healthcare provider and pharmacist.

•  Ask your healthcare provider or pharmacist about medicines that 
should not be taken with GENVOYA.

HOW TO TAKE GENVOYA 

•  GENVOYA is a complete one pill, once a day HIV-1 medicine.
•  Take GENVOYA with food.
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Open Sunday 2-4

734 Monssen Pkwy. - $579,000
New 3/2.1 Hill Country Modern, .70 Acres - 2,499 SF
Wynnewood North

Open Sunday 2-4

867 Crutchfield - $450,000
Newer 4/3 Modern Craftsman, Energy Efficient - 1,995 SF
Bishop Heights

Open Sunday 2-4

1542 Sylvan - $489,000
Extensively Restored & Expanded 3/3/2 LA Home - 2,669 SF 
East Kessler

New Listing

4111 Cole Ave #6 - $179,000
Sleek, Modern 1/1 Condo w/ Pool, Premium Location - 642 SF
Uptown

Kathy | Steve
214.752.7070 | HewittHabgood.com

Open Sunday 2-4

Open Saturday 2-4

Open Sunday 2-4

Open Sunday 1-3

2551 Grafton - $179,000
Extensively Remodeled 2/1.1 w/ Large Yard - 1,249 SF/Tax
North Oak Cliff

4926 Longvue - $1,195,000
Elegantly Remodeled 5/4.1/5 LA w/ Pool - 4,795 SF/Appr
Frisco

1005 Haines - $525,000
Stately 2/2/3 LA Craftsman w/ Guest Studio - 2,396 SF/Appr
Kidd Springs

2566 Wedglea - $350,000
Luxury 2/2.1 Garden Home, Community Pool - 1,684 SF/ Appr
Wedglea Creek

VISIT 

OUR IT
ALIAN  

MISTRESS

LGBT Owned & Operated
Behind Full Circle Tavern

1319 S. Lamar St 214-208-3435 thefullcircletavern.com
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Joe Barton says he isn’t running 
for re-election

A little more than a week after a naked selfie 
of him was posted online, along with a sext that 
he sent to a woman he was sleeping with, Texas 
Congressman Joe Barton has told the Dallas 
Morning News that he will not seek re-election in 
2018. Barton, a Republican from Ennis, is now in 
his 17th term in Congress. He is the longest-serv-
ing member of the Texas congressional delega-
tion.

Barton told the Morning News: “I’ve always 
listened to people in Texas and worked for them 
in Washington, and I’ve been listening to a lot 
of people the last week in Texas. …There are 
enough people who lost faith in me that it’s time 
to step aside and let there be a new voice for the 
6th District in Washington, so I am not going to 
run for re-election.”

Barton has long been an enemy of LGBT 
equality and other progressive causes, including 
women’s rights, and has portrayed himself as a 
champion of conservatism and “family values.”

Openly-gay man John Duncan, who an-
nounced his candidacy over the summer and 
earlier this week announced his intention to file 
today (Friday, Dec. 1) to run in the Democratic 
Primary for the 6th Congressional District seat, 
issued this statement after news of Barton’s 
decision was announced: “The recent uncover-
ing of Rep. Joe Barton’s conduct involving the 
sending of nude photos shows serious lapses 
in the judgment and leadership that we should 
not expect from our members of Congress. This 
episode has distracted us from talking about the 
issues that are important to the constituents of 
the 6th Congressional District of Texas. I welcome 
Rep. Barton’s announcement that he will not seek 
reelection in 2018. His retirement will allow us to 
stay focused on discussions about job creation, 
economic growth, healthcare affordability, public 
education improvements, and other topics that 
affect the day-to-day lives of the hard-working 
families of our district.”

— David Taffet and Tammye Nash

Valdez has not resigned, is still 
considering a run for governor

Dallas County Sheriff Lupe Valdez has sent a 
statement to Dallas Voice Thursday, Nov. 30, indi-
cating that information released Wednesday, Nov. 
29, by the Dallas County Democratic Party was 
incorrect regarding her resignation as sheriff to 
run for governor. Valdez said she is still consider-
ing a run for governor, but has not announced her 
resignation or intention to run for higher office. 

This is the statement Valdez’s office sent to 
Dallas Voice on Nov. 30 at 10 a.m.: “As she has 
stated in the past, the sheriff is considering the 
next stage in her career. A letter of resignation was 
not submitted today. The sheriff will make a formal 
announcement when her final decision is made.”

County Judge Clay Jenkins sent the following 
statement reinforcing Valdez comments: “Dallas 
County Judge Clay Jenkins and/or County staff 
have not received notification document(s) of an 
intent to resign from any county elected official.”

Jeffrey Payne, an openly-gay Dallas business-
man who announced his campaign for governor 
earlier this year, said this week he intends to file to 
run for the office on Monday, Dec. 4.

— David Taffet

Two more LGBT candidates  
announce runs for state house

Finn Jones and Jessica Gonzalez have an-
nounced their candidacies for seats in the Texas 
House of Representatives.

Gonzalez filed for District 104, a seat currently 
held by Democrat Roberto Alonzo. Gonzalez, a 
former secretary of Stonewall Democrats, wrote 
on her Facebook page that she filed the paper-
work to enter the race:

“It’s official. Today, I filed my candidacy appli-
cation for the office of State Representative for 
HD104. I am excited at the possibility of serving 
the people of HD104. Please join my campaign 
together and help bring a new voice and positive 
change to the district by making a contribution 
and signing up on my website to stay informed on 
others ways you can get involved. Thank you in 
advance for your support!”

Jones announced he will run for House District 
94, a mid-cities seat currently held by Republican 
Tony Tinderholt.

Jones hasn’t indicated whether he’s filed his 
paperwork yet, but his name hasn’t appeared on 
the Secretary of State’s website yet as an official 
candidate. Jones is a founder of TransCendence.

Tinderhol is on record as wanting to jail women 
who have abortions and who made a name for 
himself as a defender of true conservative values 
in 2015 when he appeared with his fifth wife at a 
Playboy party.

Other North Texas LGBT candidates who have 
already filed to run for public office in 2018 are 
Julie Johnson for Texas House District 115, and 
Lorie Burch for Congressional District 3.

Trans woman Pam Curry has announced her 
campaign for Texas Senate District 8 but has not 
yet filed.

The filing deadline is Monday, Dec. 11.
— David Taffet

3orie B\rJh files to r\n Mor *onNress�

Put your health in the hands
of one of the most trusted physicians with

Concierge Medicine
ireJt aJJess ���ho\rs a Ka+ ࠮ �̀ se]en Ka`s a ^eeR

4ore Jons\ltation tiTe ࠮  aTe or ne_t Ka` appointTents: ࠮
MEDICAL PRACTICE OF

Dr. Steven M. Pounders
( TeKiJal praJtiJe ^ith Tore than �� `ears in the heart oM 6aR 3a^n at 3eTTon

Call today for a private consultation 214-520-8833 | 3500 Oak Lawn, Ste. 600 | drpounders.com

Truly 
Trusted

Dental Care
Cosmetic

and General
Dentistry

3300 Douglas Ave. Ste. A (@ Hall St.) 214.855.0789
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Meet Ti�any, a darling, 3-year-old, white-and-tan pit bull mix weighing 35 pounds. 
She’s a fun-loving, adventurous gal who is always the life of the party, and she was 
surrendered to the SPCA of Texas on Oct.1 because her exuberant energy was a little too 
much for her previous owners. She loves running around and showing o� how fast she 
is, meeting new people and getting lots of attention. She doesn’t like being left alone 
and gets bored without any friends to hang out with. She is adventurous, playful and 
very athletic. She’s also intelligent and determined, and knows how to sit, come and lie 
down, and is both kennel and leash-trained. Her dream home would have a big, fenced-in 
backyard and a family that can keep up with her. Due to her enthusiastic activity level, 
she would do best in a home without kids under age 10. She can be picky about her dog 
friends, so if you have another dog at home, please bring them for a meet-and-greet to 
see if they make a good match. Ti�any has been spayed, microchipped and has received 
all age-appropriate vaccinations. Her adoption fee is only $25. #155534

Ti�any is waiting for you at the SPCA of Texas’ Jan Rees-Jones Animal Care Center in 
Dallas, 2400 Lone Star Drive near I-30 and Hampton Road. Hours are noon-6 p.m. Sun-
Wed and noon-7 p.m. Thurs-Sat. Regular adoption fees are $100 for puppies and kittens 
aged 0-6 months, $50 for adult dogs and cats aged 6 months or older, $25 for senior 
dogs or cats aged 7 years and older and $25 for VIP dogs and cats (available for adoption 
for 30 days or more.) Fee includes spay/neuter surgery, age-appropriate vaccinations, a 
heartworm test for dogs six months and older and a FIV/FeLV test for cats 4 months and 
older, initial �ea/tick preventative and heartworm preventative, a microchip, 30 days of 
PetHealth Insurance provided by PetPlan, a free 14-day wellness exam with VCA Animal 
Hospitals, a free year-long subscription to Activ4Pets, a rabies tag and a free leash. Call 
214-742-SPCA (7722) or visit today.

Have an event coming up? Email your infor-
mation to Managing Editor Tammye Nash at 
nash@dallasvoice.com or Senior Staff Writer 
David Taffet at taffet@dallasvoice.com by 
Wednesday at 5 p.m. for that week’s issue. 

• Weekly: Lambda Weekly every Sunday 
at 1 p.m. on 89.3 KNON-FM. This week’s 
guest is Texas House candidate Julie 
Johnson; United Black Ellument hosts 
discussion on HIV/AIDS in the black com-
munity (UBE Connected) at 7 p.m. every 
fourth Tuesday of the month at 3116 Com-
merce St., Suite C; Core Group Meeting 
every 1st and 3rd Tuesday of the month 
at 7 p.m.; Fuse game night every Monday 
evening except the last of the month at 
8 p.m. at the Fuse space in the Treymore 

Building, 4038 Lemmon Ave, Suite 101; 
FuseConnect every Wednesday from 7 
p.m. For more information call or e-mail 
Jalenzski at 214-760-9718 ext. 3 or Jalenzs-
ki@myresourcecenter.org. LGBT square 
dancing group Pegasus Squares meets 
every Sunday from 2:30–4:30 p.m. at Grace 
United Methodist Church, 4105 Junius 
St. For more info, email pegasussquares@
gmail.com; Dallas Frontrunners meet for a 
walk or run on the Katy Trail at Oak Lawn 
Park, Turtle Creek and Hall Street, every 
Wednesday at 7:15 p.m. and every Satur-
day at 9 a.m.; Leadership Lambda Toast-
masters practices and develops speaking 
and leadership skills from 6:30–8 p.m. on 
Tuesdays at First Unitarian Church, third 
�oor of the Hallman Building, 4012 St. 
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Andrews; Gray Pride support group from 
11:30 a.m.-1 p.m. followed by mixer every 
Monday at Resource Center, 5750 Cedar 
Springs Road; Lambda AA meets at 7 a.m., 
noon, 6 p.m. 8 p.m. and 11 p.m. and has a 
men’s meeting at 10 a.m. on Saturdays and 
meets at 10:30 a.m. and 1 p.m. on Sunday 
at 1575 W. Mockingbird Lane #625. Call 
214-267-0222 for details; DVtv in Spayse, 
news and entertainment discussion live 
streaming every Friday, 4–5 p.m., on the 
Spayse Station YouTube channel.

DECEMBER
• Dec. 1: World AIDS Day

• Dec. 1: Federal Club holiday party
Entertainment by Anton Shaw & The Bad 
Habits. Dress in favorite ’80s attire or busi-
ness casual. Doors open at 7 p.m. for major 
donors and Black Tie Dinner board mem-
bers, and 8 p.m. for Federal Club members, 
at Cityplace Tower, 2711 N. Haskell Ave., 
42nd �oor. $35 advance and $50 at door.

• Dec. 1:  Hands Across The Globe
Impulse Group Dallas presents a World 
AIDS Day 2017 event from 7-9 p.m. at Out 
of the Closet, 3920 Cedar Springs Road. 
dallaswad2017.eventbrite.com 

• Dec. 1: AP Community Center grand 
opening
Abounding Prosperity and H.O.P.E. Health 
Center grand opening from 7-10 p.m. at 
1705 MLK Jr. Blvd. RSVP. 214-421-4800. 
AboundingProsperity.org.

• Dec. 1: An Intimate Evening With An-
derson Cooper and Andy Cohen
Deep talk and shallow tales as the long-
time friends interview each other and take 
questions from the audience. 8 p.m. at The 
Pavilion at Irving Music Factory, 300 Las 
Colinas Blvd W., Irving. Ticketmaster.com.

• Dec. 1: World AIDS Day commemora-
tion and march
The Dallas Council on Alcohol and Drugs 
will have tables at Alexandre’s, the Round-
Up Saloon, Cedar Springs Tap House and 
JR.’s from 5-8 p.m. and march from Alex-
andre’s to the Legacy of Love Monument 
at 8 p.m. to mark World AIDS Day. 

• Dec. 1: Gay Dodgeball Dallas registra-
tion party
America’s Finest Dodgeball League hosts 
a registration party for people interested in 

the new Gay Dodgeball Dallas league from 
8:30-11:30 p.m. at Dallas Woody’s Sports 
and Video Bar, 4011 Cedar Springs Road.

• Dec. 2: The Women’s Chorus of Dallas
TWCD performs with Metropolitan Winds 
at 7:30 p.m. at City Performance Hall, 2520 
Flora St. TWCD.org.

• Dec. 2: The Lipstick Ball
Prince Shemar Garcon presents The 
Lipstick Ball with prizes in a number of 
categories from 8 p.m.-1 a.m. at The Event 
Center, 704 S. Walton Walker Blvd.

• Dec. 3: Jingle Bell Rock
Miss Gay Texas State Pageant System pres-
ents “Jingle Bell Rock,” a show featuring 
Miss Gay Texas State Mayra D’Lorenzo 
Lauren, Miss Gay Texas State at Large 
Contessa Piranha and more, and benefit-
ting The Texas Red Ribbon Wish Network 
and the Greg Dollgener Memorial AIDS 
Fund, with food from 4-5 p.m., and show 
at 5 p.m., at Sue Ellen’s, 3014 Throckmor-
ton St.

• Dec. 3: Tony Moran’s birthday party
Impulse Group and Stereo Live Dallas 
present Tony Moran’s Birthday Event from 
5 p.m.-midnight at Stereo Live, 2711 Storey 
Lane, featuring DJs Robbie Leslie, Grind 
and Tony Moran, and Kimberly Davis live. 
Tickets are $10-$40, available at EventBrite.
com, and proceeds benefit Impulse Group 
and Purple Foundation. For information 
visit StereoLiveDallas.com.

• Dec. 3: The Dallas Way fall brunch
Dallas Way holds its 5th annual Fall 
Brunch, 11 a.m.-1 p.m., at 4060 Cochran 
Chapel Road. Includes complimentary 
food, drink and valet service. A $50 gift 
is suggested. RSVP and sponsorships are 
available at TheDallasWay.org.

• Dec. 3: Jonathan Tsay in recital
St. Matthews Cathedral Arts presents Jon-
athan Tsay in recital, performing Beethoven 
Split featuring the music of Beethoven, 
Haydn, Brahms, Liszt and Wagner, at 3 
p.m. in the Justus Sundermann Gallery, 
5100 Ross Ave. Admission and parking are 
free. For information call 214-887-6552 or 
email info@cathedralartsdallas.org.

• Dec. 4: Cassie’s Freakmas Show
Cassie Nova hosts her annual show ben-
efiting Caven Enterprises’ Sam Houston 

Elementary Secret Santa Program at JR’s 
Bar and Grill, 3923 Cedar Springs Road, 
with prixes from Dark Hour, Spunk Lobe, 
Streets Fine Chicken, Warby Parker, Dallas 
Summer Musicals, Hair Today Gone 
Tomorrow, District 30, Tapelenders, Italia 
Express, Vektor Vodka, Salon Aura, Hard 
Rock Café, and the Todd Oldham Kid 
Made Modern collection. Show is at 11 
p.m., drag time.

• Dec. 4: Heritage Oak Cliff Holiday 
Party
At 7 p.m. in Turner House, 401 N. Rose-
mont Ave.

• Dec. 5: Membership Appreciation 
Reception
Resource Center hosts a Membership Ap-
preciation Holiday Reception, 5:30-7 p.m., 
at the center, 5750 Cedar Springs Road, 
featuring wine and bites. RSVP to Jennifer 
Bonham at jbonham@myresourcenter.org.

• Dec. 5: Classic Chassis Car Club

Monthly Tire Kick and Dinner. Love of old 
cars required, not ownership to attend at 7 
p.m. at Ojeda’s, 4617 Maple Ave.  

• Dec. 6: GALA Holiday Party
Open bar, heavy appetizers, silent auction, 
raffle and photo booth from 6-10 p.m. at 
Event 1013, 1013 E. 15th St., Plano. $20 
advance. $25 at the door. GALANorthTex-
as.org. 

• Dec. 7: Black Tie Distribution Party
Proceeds from Black Tie Dinner will be dis-
tributed at 6:30 p.m. at The W Hotel, 2440 
Victory Park Lane.

• Dec. 7: Allegiance
George Takei’s Broadway show Allegiance 
will be shown on screen at Northpark 
Center 15, 8687 N. Central Expressway; 
Cinemark 17, 11819 Webb Chapel Road; 
Galaxy 10, 11801 McCree Road; Movies 16, 
220 E. Westchester Parkway, Grand Prai-
rie; Vista Ridge Mall, 2401 S. Stemmons 
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Learn more at truvada.com

We know who we are. And we make choices that fi t our lives.

TRUVADA for PrEP™ is a once-daily prescription medicine that 
can help reduce the risk of getting HIV-1 when taken every day 
and used together with safer sex practices.

 ® TRUVADA for PrEP is only for adults who are at high risk of getting HIV through sex. 

 ® You must be HIV-negative before you start taking TRUVADA for PrEP. 

Ask your doctor about your risk of getting HIV-1 infection 
and if TRUVADA for PrEP may be right for you.

We’re adventurous, 
not reckless.
We know who we are.

TRUVADA for PrEP™ is a once-daily prescription medicine that 
can help reduce the risk of getting HIV-1 when taken every day 
and used together with safer sex practices.

® TRUVADA for PrEP is only for adults who are at high risk of getting HIV

® You must be HIV-negative before you start taking TRUVADA for PrEP.

Ask your doctor about your risk of getting HIV-1 infection 
and if TRUVADA for PrEP may be right for you.

We’re 
not reckless.not reckless.
We know who we are.

We’re 
not reckless.not reckless.

What is TRUVADA for PrEP?
TRUVADA for PrEP (pre-exposure prophylaxis) is a prescription medicine that is used 
together with safer sex practices to help reduce the risk of getting HIV-1 through sex. 
This use is only for HIV-negative adults who are at high risk of getting HIV-1. To help 
determine your risk of getting HIV-1, talk openly with your healthcare provider about 
your sexual health.

Ask your healthcare provider if you have questions about how to prevent getting HIV. 
Always practice safer sex and use condoms to lower the chance of sexual contact with 
body fl uids. Never reuse or share needles or other items that have body fl uids on them.

IMPORTANT SAFETY INFORMATION
What is the most important information I should know about 
TRUVADA for PrEP?

Before taking TRUVADA for PrEP:  
 ® You must be HIV-negative before you start taking TRUVADA for PrEP. You must 
get tested to make sure that you do not already have HIV-1. Do not take TRUVADA 
to reduce the risk of getting HIV-1 unless you are confi rmed to be HIV-negative.

 ® Many HIV-1 tests can miss HIV-1 infection in a person who has recently 
become infected. If you have fl u-like symptoms, you could have recently become 
infected with HIV-1. Tell your healthcare provider if you had a fl u-like illness within 
the last month before starting or at any time while taking TRUVADA for PrEP. 
Symptoms of new HIV-1 infection include tiredness, fever, joint or muscle aches, 
headache, sore throat, vomiting, diarrhea, rash, night sweats, and/or enlarged 
lymph nodes in the neck or groin.

While taking TRUVADA for PrEP:
 ® You must continue to use safer sex practices. Just taking TRUVADA for PrEP 
may not keep you from getting HIV-1. 

 ® You must stay HIV-negative to keep taking TRUVADA for PrEP: 
 ® Get tested for HIV-1 at least every 3 months.

 ® If you think you were exposed to HIV-1, tell your healthcare provider right away.

 ® To further help reduce your risk of getting HIV-1:
 ® Know your HIV status and the HIV status of your partners.

 ® Get tested for other sexually transmitted infections. Other infections make it 
easier for HIV to infect you.

 ® Get information and support to help reduce risky sexual behavior, such as 
having fewer sex partners.

 ® Do not miss any doses of TRUVADA. Missing doses may increase your risk of 
getting HIV-1 infection.

 ® If you do become HIV-1 positive, you need more medicine than TRUVADA 
alone to treat HIV-1. TRUVADA by itself is not a complete treatment for HIV-1. If 
you have HIV-1 and take only TRUVADA, your HIV-1 may become harder to treat 
over time.

TRUVADA can cause serious side effects:
 ® Worsening of hepatitis B (HBV) infection. TRUVADA is not approved to treat HBV. 
If you have HBV and stop taking TRUVADA, your HBV may suddenly get worse. Do 
not stop taking TRUVADA without fi rst talking to your healthcare provider, as they 
will need to monitor your health.

Who should not take TRUVADA for PrEP?

Do not take TRUVADA for PrEP if you: 
 ® Already have HIV-1 infection or if you do not know your HIV-1 status. If 
you are HIV-1 positive, you need to take other medicines with TRUVADA to treat 
HIV-1. TRUVADA by itself is not a complete treatment for HIV-1. If you have HIV-1 
and take only TRUVADA, your HIV-1 may become harder to treat over time.

 ® Also take certain medicines to treat hepatitis B infection.

What are the other possible side effects of TRUVADA for PrEP?

Serious side effects of TRUVADA may also include:
 ® Kidney problems, including kidney failure. Your healthcare provider may do 
blood tests to check your kidneys before and during treatment with TRUVADA. 
If you develop kidney problems, your healthcare provider may tell you to stop 
taking TRUVADA.

 ® Too much lactic acid in your blood (lactic acidosis), which is a serious but 
rare medical emergency that can lead to death. Tell your healthcare provider 
right away if you get these symptoms: weakness or being more tired than usual, 
unusual muscle pain, being short of breath or fast breathing, stomach pain with 
nausea and vomiting, cold or blue hands and feet, feel dizzy or lightheaded, or a 
fast or abnormal heartbeat.

 ® Severe liver problems, which in rare cases can lead to death. Tell your 
healthcare provider right away if you get these symptoms: skin or the white part 
of your eyes turns yellow, dark “tea-colored” urine, light-colored stools, loss of 
appetite for several days or longer, nausea, or stomach-area pain.

 ® Bone problems, including bone pain, softening, or thinning, which may lead to 
fractures. Your healthcare provider may do tests to check your bones. 

Common side effects in people taking TRUVADA for PrEP are stomach-area 
(abdomen) pain, headache, and decreased weight. Tell your healthcare provider if 
you have any side effects that bother you or do not go away.

What should I tell my healthcare provider before taking 
TRUVADA for PrEP?

 ® All your health problems. Be sure to tell your healthcare provider if you have or 
have had any kidney, bone, or liver problems, including hepatitis. 

 ® If you are pregnant or plan to become pregnant. It is not known if 
TRUVADA can harm your unborn baby. If you become pregnant while taking 
TRUVADA for PrEP, talk to your healthcare provider to decide if you should 
keep taking TRUVADA.

 ® If you are breastfeeding (nursing) or plan to breastfeed. Do not breastfeed. If 
you become HIV-positive, HIV can be passed to the baby in breast milk.

 ® All the medicines you take, including prescription and over-the-counter 
medicines, vitamins, and herbal supplements. TRUVADA may interact with 
other medicines. Keep a list of all your medicines and show it to your healthcare 
provider and pharmacist when you get a new medicine.

 ® If you take certain other medicines with TRUVADA, your healthcare provider 
may need to check you more often or change your dose. These medicines 
include certain medicines to treat hepatitis C (HCV) infection.

You are encouraged to report negative side effects of prescription drugs to the 
FDA. Visit www.FDA.gov/medwatch, or call 1-800-FDA-1088.

Please see Important Facts about TRUVADA for PrEP including important warnings on the following page.

TVDC0133_PrEP_B_11x12_DallasVoice_Bears_p1.indd   1-2 8/31/17   11:23 AM
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TRUVADA for PrEP (pre-exposure prophylaxis) is a prescription medicine that is used 
together with safer sex practices to help reduce the risk of getting HIV-1 through sex. 
This use is only for HIV-negative adults who are at high risk of getting HIV-1. To help 
determine your risk of getting HIV-1, talk openly with your healthcare provider about 
your sexual health.

Ask your healthcare provider if you have questions about how to prevent getting HIV. 
Always practice safer sex and use condoms to lower the chance of sexual contact with 
body fl uids. Never reuse or share needles or other items that have body fl uids on them.

IMPORTANT SAFETY INFORMATION
What is the most important information I should know about 
TRUVADA for PrEP?

Before taking TRUVADA for PrEP:  
 ® You must be HIV-negative before you start taking TRUVADA for PrEP. You must 
get tested to make sure that you do not already have HIV-1. Do not take TRUVADA 
to reduce the risk of getting HIV-1 unless you are confi rmed to be HIV-negative.

 ® Many HIV-1 tests can miss HIV-1 infection in a person who has recently 
become infected. If you have fl u-like symptoms, you could have recently become 
infected with HIV-1. Tell your healthcare provider if you had a fl u-like illness within 
the last month before starting or at any time while taking TRUVADA for PrEP. 
Symptoms of new HIV-1 infection include tiredness, fever, joint or muscle aches, 
headache, sore throat, vomiting, diarrhea, rash, night sweats, and/or enlarged 
lymph nodes in the neck or groin.

While taking TRUVADA for PrEP:
 ® You must continue to use safer sex practices. Just taking TRUVADA for PrEP 
may not keep you from getting HIV-1. 

 ® You must stay HIV-negative to keep taking TRUVADA for PrEP: 
 ® Get tested for HIV-1 at least every 3 months.

 ® If you think you were exposed to HIV-1, tell your healthcare provider right away.

 ® To further help reduce your risk of getting HIV-1:
 ® Know your HIV status and the HIV status of your partners.

 ® Get tested for other sexually transmitted infections. Other infections make it 
easier for HIV to infect you.

 ® Get information and support to help reduce risky sexual behavior, such as 
having fewer sex partners.

 ® Do not miss any doses of TRUVADA. Missing doses may increase your risk of 
getting HIV-1 infection.

 ® If you do become HIV-1 positive, you need more medicine than TRUVADA 
alone to treat HIV-1. TRUVADA by itself is not a complete treatment for HIV-1. If 
you have HIV-1 and take only TRUVADA, your HIV-1 may become harder to treat 
over time.

TRUVADA can cause serious side effects:
 ® Worsening of hepatitis B (HBV) infection. TRUVADA is not approved to treat HBV. 
If you have HBV and stop taking TRUVADA, your HBV may suddenly get worse. Do 
not stop taking TRUVADA without fi rst talking to your healthcare provider, as they 
will need to monitor your health.

Who should not take TRUVADA for PrEP?

Do not take TRUVADA for PrEP if you: 
 ® Already have HIV-1 infection or if you do not know your HIV-1 status. If 
you are HIV-1 positive, you need to take other medicines with TRUVADA to treat 
HIV-1. TRUVADA by itself is not a complete treatment for HIV-1. If you have HIV-1 
and take only TRUVADA, your HIV-1 may become harder to treat over time.

 ® Also take certain medicines to treat hepatitis B infection.

What are the other possible side effects of TRUVADA for PrEP?

Serious side effects of TRUVADA may also include:
 ® Kidney problems, including kidney failure. Your healthcare provider may do 
blood tests to check your kidneys before and during treatment with TRUVADA. 
If you develop kidney problems, your healthcare provider may tell you to stop 
taking TRUVADA.

 ® Too much lactic acid in your blood (lactic acidosis), which is a serious but 
rare medical emergency that can lead to death. Tell your healthcare provider 
right away if you get these symptoms: weakness or being more tired than usual, 
unusual muscle pain, being short of breath or fast breathing, stomach pain with 
nausea and vomiting, cold or blue hands and feet, feel dizzy or lightheaded, or a 
fast or abnormal heartbeat.

 ® Severe liver problems, which in rare cases can lead to death. Tell your 
healthcare provider right away if you get these symptoms: skin or the white part 
of your eyes turns yellow, dark “tea-colored” urine, light-colored stools, loss of 
appetite for several days or longer, nausea, or stomach-area pain.

 ® Bone problems, including bone pain, softening, or thinning, which may lead to 
fractures. Your healthcare provider may do tests to check your bones. 

Common side effects in people taking TRUVADA for PrEP are stomach-area 
(abdomen) pain, headache, and decreased weight. Tell your healthcare provider if 
you have any side effects that bother you or do not go away.

What should I tell my healthcare provider before taking 
TRUVADA for PrEP?

 ® All your health problems. Be sure to tell your healthcare provider if you have or 
have had any kidney, bone, or liver problems, including hepatitis. 

 ® If you are pregnant or plan to become pregnant. It is not known if 
TRUVADA can harm your unborn baby. If you become pregnant while taking 
TRUVADA for PrEP, talk to your healthcare provider to decide if you should 
keep taking TRUVADA.

 ® If you are breastfeeding (nursing) or plan to breastfeed. Do not breastfeed. If 
you become HIV-positive, HIV can be passed to the baby in breast milk.

 ® All the medicines you take, including prescription and over-the-counter 
medicines, vitamins, and herbal supplements. TRUVADA may interact with 
other medicines. Keep a list of all your medicines and show it to your healthcare 
provider and pharmacist when you get a new medicine.

 ® If you take certain other medicines with TRUVADA, your healthcare provider 
may need to check you more often or change your dose. These medicines 
include certain medicines to treat hepatitis C (HCV) infection.

You are encouraged to report negative side effects of prescription drugs to the 
FDA. Visit www.FDA.gov/medwatch, or call 1-800-FDA-1088.

Please see Important Facts about TRUVADA for PrEP including important warnings on the following page.
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Infections on the rise
 

MOST IMPORTANT INFORMATION ABOUT 
TRUVADA FOR PrEP
Before starting TRUVADA for PrEP:
 •  You must be HIV-1 negative. You must get tested to make sure that you do not already 

have HIV-1. Do not take TRUVADA for PrEP to reduce the risk of getting HIV-1 unless you are 
confirmed to be HIV-1 negative.

•  Many HIV-1 tests can miss HIV-1 infection in a person who has recently become 
infected. Symptoms of new HIV-1 infection include flu-like symptoms, tiredness, fever,  joint or 
muscle aches, headache, sore throat, vomiting, diarrhea, rash, night sweats, and/or enlarged 
lymph nodes in the neck or groin. Tell your healthcare provider if you have had a flu-like illness 
within the last month before starting TRUVADA for PrEP.

While taking TRUVADA for PrEP:
•  You must continue to use safer sex practices. Just taking TRUVADA for PrEP may not 

keep you from getting HIV-1. 

•  You must stay HIV-negative to keep taking TRUVADA for PrEP. Get tested for HIV-1 at least 
every 3 months while taking TRUVADA for PrEP. Tell your healthcare provider right away if you 
think you were exposed to HIV-1 or have a flu-like illness while taking TRUVADA for PrEP.

•  If you do become HIV-1 positive, you need more medicine than TRUVADA alone to  
treat HIV-1. If you have HIV-1 and take only TRUVADA, your HIV-1 may become harder to  
treat over time.

•  See the “How To Further Reduce Your Risk” section for more information.

TRUVADA may cause serious side effects, including:

•  Worsening of hepatitis B (HBV) infection. TRUVADA is not approved to treat HBV. If you 
have HBV, your HBV may suddenly get worse if you stop taking TRUVADA. Do not stop taking 
TRUVADA without first talking to your healthcare provider, as they will need to check your health 
regularly for several months.

ABOUT TRUVADA FOR PrEP 
TRUVADA for PrEP is a prescription medicine used together with safer sex practices to help 
reduce the risk of getting HIV-1 through sex. This use is only for HIV-negative adults who are at 
high risk of getting HIV-1.

•  To help determine your risk of getting HIV-1, talk openly with your healthcare provider about 
your sexual health.

Do NOT take TRUVADA for PrEP if you:
• Already have HIV-1 infection or if you do not know your HIV-1 status.  
• Take certain medicines to treat hepatitis B infection. 

HOW TO TAKE TRUVADA FOR PrEP
•  Take 1 tablet once a day, every day, not just when you think you have been exposed to HIV-1.

•  Do not miss any doses. Missing doses may increase your risk of getting HIV-1 infection.

•  Use TRUVADA for PrEP together with condoms and safer sex practices.

•  Get tested for HIV-1 at least every 3 months. You must stay HIV-negative to keep taking  
TRUVADA for PrEP.

POSSIBLE SIDE EFFECTS OF TRUVADA FOR PrEP 
TRUVADA can cause serious side effects, including:
•  Those in the “Most Important Information About TRUVADA for PrEP” section.
• New or worse kidney problems, including kidney failure. 
•  Too much lactic acid in your blood (lactic acidosis), which is a serious but rare medical emergency 

that can lead to death. Tell your healthcare provider right away if you get these symptoms: weakness 
or being more tired than usual, unusual muscle pain, being short of breath or fast breathing, stomach 
pain with nausea and vomiting, cold or blue hands and feet, feel dizzy or lightheaded, or a fast or 
abnormal heartbeat. 

•  Severe liver problems, which in rare cases can lead to death. Tell your healthcare provider right away 
if you get these symptoms: skin or the white part of your eyes turns yellow, dark “tea-colored” urine, 
light-colored stools, loss of appetite for several days or longer, nausea, or stomach-area pain. 

• Bone problems.

Common side effects in people taking TRUVADA for PrEP include stomach-area (abdomen) pain, 
headache, and decreased weight.

These are not all the possible side effects of  TRUVADA. Tell your healthcare provider right away if you 
have any new symptoms while taking TRUVADA for PrEP.

Your healthcare provider will need to do tests to monitor your health before and during 
treatment with TRUVADA for PrEP.  

BEFORE TAKING TRUVADA FOR PrEP
Tell your healthcare provider if you:
•  Have or have had any kidney, bone, or liver problems, including hepatitis.
• Have any other medical conditions.
• Are pregnant or plan to become pregnant. 
•  Are breastfeeding (nursing) or plan to breastfeed. Do not breastfeed. If you become HIV-positive, HIV 

can pass to the baby in breast milk. 

Tell your healthcare provider about all the medicines you take:
•  Keep a list that includes all prescription and over-the-counter medicines, vitamins, and herbal 

supplements, and show it to your healthcare provider and pharmacist.
•  Ask your healthcare provider or pharmacist about medicines that should not be taken with TRUVADA 

for PrEP.

HOW TO FURTHER REDUCE YOUR RISK
• Know your HIV status and the HIV status of your partners.
•  Get tested for other sexually transmitted infections. Other infections make it easier for HIV to  

infect you.
•  Get information and support to help reduce risky sexual behavior, such as having fewer sex partners.
•  Do not share needles or personal items that can have blood or body fluids on them.

GET MORE INFORMATION
•  This is only a brief summary of important information about TRUVADA for PrEP. Talk to your 

healthcare provider or pharmacist to learn more, including how to prevent HIV infection.
• Go to start.truvada.com or call 1-800-GILEAD-5
•  If you need help paying for your medicine, visit start.truvada.com for program information.

IMPORTANT FACTS
This is only a brief summary of important information about taking 
TRUVADA for PrEPTM (pre-exposure prophylaxis) to help reduce the  
risk of getting HIV-1 infection. This does not replace talking to your 
healthcare provider about your medicine.

(tru-VAH-dah)
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The rate of new HIV infections and diagnoses is going down overall. 
But not among gay and bi men

Infections on the rise

ew HIV infections 
and diagnoses are 
declining overall 
each year in the 
United States, 
probably due in 
large part to tar-
geted prevention 

efforts, according to of�cials with the Cen-
ters for Disease Control and Prevention.

But, they are quick to add, progress has 
been uneven, and infections and diagnoses 
each year have actually increased among 
some groups — including gay and bisexual 
men.

Gay and bisexual men were the only 
group to not experience a decline in HIV 
infections from 2008 to 2014, according to 
data from the CDC. In addition, the Texas 
Department of State Health Services has 
recently identi�ed 16 clusters of HIV infec-
tions in the state, largely concentrated in 
Dallas/Fort Worth, Houston and San An-
tonio.

This information gives a clearer idea of 
what the state is up against in its battle 
against HIV.

These HIV “clusters” are different genet-
ic strains of HIV that are occurring among 
groups of people, according to Analise 
Monterosso, molecular HIV surveillance 

coordinator for 
State Health Ser-
vices. 

These infections 
are all HIV sub-
type B, the most 
common strain in 
the country — but 
with slight chang-
es in its genetic 
sequence, some-
thing that hap-
pens whenever genetic material is copied, 
Monterosso explained.

“It happens with every strand of DNA 
or RNA that’s repeated,” Monterosso said. 
“And because we know how often it’s ex-
pected those mistakes will happen, we 
can estimate the relatedness of two people 
based on that genetic sequence.”

This information is necessary not to 
“punish” those who are infected. Instead, 
it helps surveillance professionals under-
stand what’s happening with the epidemic 
in the state, she said.

“Our public health departments are very 
taxed resource-wise and [too] understaffed 
to perform the disease intervention activi-
ties and prevention activities,” Monterosso 
explained. “So we make the most of what 
information we have.”

Right now, the sur-
veillance profession-
als know that trans-
missions in these 
clusters are occurring 
more rapidly than in 
other places because 
of the low genetic 
distance between two 
sequences, she said.

But, she stressed, 
“just because two 
people have viral 
sequences that are 
closely related, that 
does not mean that 
one person de�nite-
ly gave it to the oth-
er person. It could 
mean that they’re 
directly related. Or it 

could mean that 
there’s a person 
or two people in 
the transmission 
network that actu-
ally link them, but 
we don’t have the 
missing link.”

In clusters that 
are tightly relat-
ed genetically, 
the virus is being 
transmitted from person to person in a short 
amount of time, Monterosso said. “In the 
course of the investigation, we found that 
many of the people that were linked to the 
cluster were missed opportunities,” she said. 

By “missed opportunities,” she means 
that they could have been diagnosed up 
to a year before their actual diagnosis if 
they had taken the right test. That’s why 
the state department’s prevention branch 
has been coordinating with local commu-
nity partners to advocate for routine HIV 
screening in emergency centers and for the 
recommended HIV testing algorithm to be 
completed.

The recommended testing algorithm is 
an antigen and antibody screening test. An-
tigens are markers that are on the virus, and 
antibodies are immune system markers 
against the virus, Monterosso explained.

The three tests under this recommended 
algorithm make up the fourth-generation 
test and can diagnose HIV as soon as 11 
to 14 days post-infection. Unfortunately 
many physicians don’t think they need to 
administer all these tests, she added, which 
means patients think they are negative and 
don’t �nd out until up to a year later that 
they were positive all along.

On top of that, Monterosso continued, 
doctors are not ordering the HIV drug re-
sistance test, which the CDC recommends 
for everybody entering medical care so 
they can know which medications will be 
effective in �ghting the virus.

“There’s a misconception that it’s expen-
sive,” she said. “It’s a little more expensive 
than other tests, but it’s typically run once, 
and it’s covered by health insurance.”

Neither are doctors routinely recom-

mending pre-exposure prophylaxis, or 
PrEP, Monterosso said. Some aren’t pre-
scribing the PrEP regimen because they 
don’t know about it, but there have also 
been some reports of doctors that, even 
when asked, refuse to discuss the treatment 
regimen, much less prescribe it, because 
they claim to have some moral objection.

PrEP includes a pill called Truvada that 
people who are at high risk of contracting 
HIV can take to help prevent infection. It 
is often covered by health insurance or by 
medication assistance programs through 
Gilead, the pharmaceutical company that 
manufactures Truvada, if a patient doesn’t 
have insurance, Monterosso said. 

PrEP has been shown to reduce the risk 
of infection by 92 percent if taken consis-
tently, according to the CDC. Still, some 
health professionals and AIDS activists op-
pose the regimen, suggesting that it gives 
some people a false sense of security and 
that too many people do not take the medi-
cations consistently.

The CDC stated last September that when 
antiretroviral therapy suppresses a person’s 
viral loads to undetectable levels, they can-
not transmit HIV. But, as Abounding Pros-
perity’s Special Events and Projects Manag-
er P.J. Moton points out, when the patients 
fail to take their medication consistently, the 
virus can develop a resistance to the med-
ication, sometimes resulting in dangerous, 
drug-resistant clusters of the virus.

Abounding Prosperity, which primarily 
focuses on serving the health needs of black 
gay, bisexual and same-gender-loving men 
and transgender women of color, offers free 
testing services, including HIV and syphi-
lis rapid testing, an oral and rectal swab for 
gonorrhea and chlamydia and a urine test.

Ultimately, it is people who do not know 
their HIV status who drive up infections, 
Moton said.

He said, “Unbeknownst to the general 
public, we have a higher number than ever 
before of individuals who come in who are 
in a committed relationship, or are in a mo-
nogamous relationship, who don’t know 
that their partner has stepped out, and then 
their partner has become infected and un-
intentionally infected them.”                           █
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MOST IMPORTANT INFORMATION ABOUT 
TRUVADA FOR PrEP
Before starting TRUVADA for PrEP:
 •  You must be HIV-1 negative. You must get tested to make sure that you do not already 

have HIV-1. Do not take TRUVADA for PrEP to reduce the risk of getting HIV-1 unless you are 
confirmed to be HIV-1 negative.

•  Many HIV-1 tests can miss HIV-1 infection in a person who has recently become 
infected. Symptoms of new HIV-1 infection include flu-like symptoms, tiredness, fever,  joint or 
muscle aches, headache, sore throat, vomiting, diarrhea, rash, night sweats, and/or enlarged 
lymph nodes in the neck or groin. Tell your healthcare provider if you have had a flu-like illness 
within the last month before starting TRUVADA for PrEP.

While taking TRUVADA for PrEP:
•  You must continue to use safer sex practices. Just taking TRUVADA for PrEP may not 

keep you from getting HIV-1. 

•  You must stay HIV-negative to keep taking TRUVADA for PrEP. Get tested for HIV-1 at least 
every 3 months while taking TRUVADA for PrEP. Tell your healthcare provider right away if you 
think you were exposed to HIV-1 or have a flu-like illness while taking TRUVADA for PrEP.

•  If you do become HIV-1 positive, you need more medicine than TRUVADA alone to  
treat HIV-1. If you have HIV-1 and take only TRUVADA, your HIV-1 may become harder to  
treat over time.

•  See the “How To Further Reduce Your Risk” section for more information.

TRUVADA may cause serious side effects, including:

•  Worsening of hepatitis B (HBV) infection. TRUVADA is not approved to treat HBV. If you 
have HBV, your HBV may suddenly get worse if you stop taking TRUVADA. Do not stop taking 
TRUVADA without first talking to your healthcare provider, as they will need to check your health 
regularly for several months.

ABOUT TRUVADA FOR PrEP 
TRUVADA for PrEP is a prescription medicine used together with safer sex practices to help 
reduce the risk of getting HIV-1 through sex. This use is only for HIV-negative adults who are at 
high risk of getting HIV-1.

•  To help determine your risk of getting HIV-1, talk openly with your healthcare provider about 
your sexual health.

Do NOT take TRUVADA for PrEP if you:
• Already have HIV-1 infection or if you do not know your HIV-1 status.  
• Take certain medicines to treat hepatitis B infection. 

HOW TO TAKE TRUVADA FOR PrEP
•  Take 1 tablet once a day, every day, not just when you think you have been exposed to HIV-1.

•  Do not miss any doses. Missing doses may increase your risk of getting HIV-1 infection.

•  Use TRUVADA for PrEP together with condoms and safer sex practices.

•  Get tested for HIV-1 at least every 3 months. You must stay HIV-negative to keep taking  
TRUVADA for PrEP.

POSSIBLE SIDE EFFECTS OF TRUVADA FOR PrEP 
TRUVADA can cause serious side effects, including:
•  Those in the “Most Important Information About TRUVADA for PrEP” section.
• New or worse kidney problems, including kidney failure. 
•  Too much lactic acid in your blood (lactic acidosis), which is a serious but rare medical emergency 

that can lead to death. Tell your healthcare provider right away if you get these symptoms: weakness 
or being more tired than usual, unusual muscle pain, being short of breath or fast breathing, stomach 
pain with nausea and vomiting, cold or blue hands and feet, feel dizzy or lightheaded, or a fast or 
abnormal heartbeat. 

•  Severe liver problems, which in rare cases can lead to death. Tell your healthcare provider right away 
if you get these symptoms: skin or the white part of your eyes turns yellow, dark “tea-colored” urine, 
light-colored stools, loss of appetite for several days or longer, nausea, or stomach-area pain. 

• Bone problems.

Common side effects in people taking TRUVADA for PrEP include stomach-area (abdomen) pain, 
headache, and decreased weight.

These are not all the possible side effects of  TRUVADA. Tell your healthcare provider right away if you 
have any new symptoms while taking TRUVADA for PrEP.

Your healthcare provider will need to do tests to monitor your health before and during 
treatment with TRUVADA for PrEP.  

BEFORE TAKING TRUVADA FOR PrEP
Tell your healthcare provider if you:
•  Have or have had any kidney, bone, or liver problems, including hepatitis.
• Have any other medical conditions.
• Are pregnant or plan to become pregnant. 
•  Are breastfeeding (nursing) or plan to breastfeed. Do not breastfeed. If you become HIV-positive, HIV 

can pass to the baby in breast milk. 

Tell your healthcare provider about all the medicines you take:
•  Keep a list that includes all prescription and over-the-counter medicines, vitamins, and herbal 

supplements, and show it to your healthcare provider and pharmacist.
•  Ask your healthcare provider or pharmacist about medicines that should not be taken with TRUVADA 

for PrEP.

HOW TO FURTHER REDUCE YOUR RISK
• Know your HIV status and the HIV status of your partners.
•  Get tested for other sexually transmitted infections. Other infections make it easier for HIV to  

infect you.
•  Get information and support to help reduce risky sexual behavior, such as having fewer sex partners.
•  Do not share needles or personal items that can have blood or body fluids on them.

GET MORE INFORMATION
•  This is only a brief summary of important information about TRUVADA for PrEP. Talk to your 

healthcare provider or pharmacist to learn more, including how to prevent HIV infection.
• Go to start.truvada.com or call 1-800-GILEAD-5
•  If you need help paying for your medicine, visit start.truvada.com for program information.

IMPORTANT FACTS
This is only a brief summary of important information about taking 
TRUVADA for PrEPTM (pre-exposure prophylaxis) to help reduce the  
risk of getting HIV-1 infection. This does not replace talking to your 
healthcare provider about your medicine.

(tru-VAH-dah)

TRUVADA FOR PREP, the TRUVADA FOR PREP Logo, the TRUVADA Blue Pill Design, TRUVADA, GILEAD, and the GILEAD Logo are trademarks of Gilead  
Sciences, Inc., or its related companies. All other marks referenced herein are the property of their respective owners. 
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ico Decastro 
moved to the 
Philippines as a 
teen to pursue his 
dreams of being 
a singer. There, 
he joined a boy 
band, performing 

with the group until he was 21.
But that’s when tragedy struck. “Some-

thing happened,” Decastro said, hesitating 
before adding, “I was raped.”

After the attack, he moved back to the 
U.S. to be with his family and �nish col-
lege. But he wasn’t feeling well and went 
to the doctor. As part of the medical exam, 
he was given an HIV test. And three days 
before Christmas, in 2011, Decastro learned 
he was HIV positive.

It was unbelievable to him. “I never 
thought it could happen to a person like 
me,” he said, explaining that he came from 
a military background — his father served 
in the U.S. Navy — and a religious fami-
ly. HIV and AIDS were never discussed in 
his home, and he never learned about it in 
school.

His family, he said, was heartbroken, and 
he felt like he had let them down. When he 
told his mother, who is a breast cancer sur-
vivor, “she fell on the �oor,” he said. “She 
grabbed my hand and said, ‘Everything’s 
going to be OK. I’m going to take care of 
you.’”

But that was hard for Decastro to hear. 
He felt like he should have been taking care 
of her, and now she was putting aside her 
own health to try and care for him.

Decastro said he wanted to give up then. 
He dropped out of nursing school and at-
tempted suicide by overdosing. “I ended 
up waking up in the hospital with the po-
lice outside my door,” he said, and was sur-
prised about what happened next. 

What happened next came as a real sur-
prise.

Once he was feeling better, he said, he 
thought he would be able to go home. In-
stead, he was held in the psychiatric unit 
for observation for a couple of days. He 
was allowed to make only short calls from 

the hospital, and when he tried to reach his 
sister, whom he called his best friend and 
the most important person in his life, she 
didn’t want to talk to him.

“Those two days were a wake-up call for 
me,” Decastro said. He realized how many 
people his life impacted and how much 
they cared about him.

He decided it was time to turn his life 
around, so Decastro began working for the 
Asian Paci�c AIDS Intervention Team in 
Los Angeles, and he joined the L.A. Gay 
Men’s Chorus.

“I was helping people by telling my sto-
ry,” he said, both at work and as a featured 
performer with the chorus. “I found hope 
through them.”

He’s also returned to singing and song-
writing. His latest song, “Lost Soul,” is 
about how he hit rock bottom and attempt-
ed suicide, but then found hope and peace 
with his life.

For World AIDS Day, Decastro will be 
part of the AIDS Healthcare Foundation’s 
commemoration event from 7-9 p.m. today 
(Friday, Dec. 1) at Out of the Closet on Ce-
dar Springs Road. He’ll sing his new song 
and appear along with Real Housewives of 
Dallas star Leanne Locken.

Noting that because he was diagnosed 
soon after being infected, Decastro said 
that he was able to begin taking HIV med-
ications early and his viral load quickly 
became undetectable. He hopes others will 
follow that lead.

And this World AIDS Day, that’s the mes-
sage he has to share: Get tested. It can save 
your life.                     █

Nico Decastro stresses the importance of HIV testing
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Freeway, Lewisville; Tinseltown USA, 3800 
Dallas Pkwy, Plano; Tinseltown Movies, 
911 State Hwy. 114 W., Grapevine; Cine-
mark 24, 7201 Central Expwy, Plano; North 
East Mall 18, 1101 Melbourne Road, Hurst; 
and Ridgmar 13+Xtreme, 2300 Green Oaks 
Road, Fort Worth.

• Dec. 7-10: Turtle Creek Chorale  
The Turtle Creek Chorale presents its 
holiday concert Snow�akes at 7:30 p.m. on 
Thursday-Saturday and 2:30 p.m. on Sun-
day at City Performance Hall, 2520 Flora 
St. TurtleCreekChorale.com.

• Dec. 8: DFW Pride Happy Hour
From 5:30-7:30 p.m. at Maracas Cocina, 
2914 Main St.

• Dec. 9: Texas Red Ribbon Wish Net-
work 
Sable Alexander, Jeff Germany, Patti Le 
Plae Safe, Lipps LaRue and the Austin 
Babtist Women perform to bene�t the Tex-
as Red Ribbon Wish Network at The Rose 
Room, 3911 Cedar Springs Road.

• Dec. 9: Winnetka Heights Holiday 
Home Tour
From noon-6 p.m. leaving from Turner 
House, 401 Rosemont Ave.

• Dec. 10: Cowtown Cookoff
TGRA hosts its annual Cowtown Cookoff, 
’Round The Kitchen Table, beginning at 
4 p.m. at Club Re�ection, 604 S. Jennings 
St. in Fort Worth. Competition categories 
include appetizers, side dishes, entrees and 
desserts, with prizes for the winner of each 
category and a grand prize winner.

• Dec. 12: Stocking Auction
Holiday party and stocking auction from 
7-10 p.m. at the Round-Up Saloon, 3912 
Cedar Springs Road.

• Dec. 14: PFLAG Dallas
PFLAG meets the second Thursday of 
every month from 7-9 p.m. at Northaven 
United Methodist Church, 11211 Preston 
Road. 972-849-0383. PFLAGDallas@out-
look.com.

• Dec. 16: The Teddy Bear Party
Teddy bears for Children’s Health from 7 
p.m.-1 a.m. at Hall of State, Fair Park.

• Dec 25: Christmas

• Dec. 31: New Year’s Eve

JANUARY 2018

• Jan. 1: Happy New Year

• Jan. 2: Classic Chassis Car Club
Monthly Tire Kick and Dinner. Love of old 
cars required, not ownership to attend at 7 
p.m. at Ojeda’s, 4617 Maple Ave.

• Jan. 11: PFLAG Dallas
PFLAG meets the second Thursday of 
every month from 7-9 p.m. at Northaven 
United Methodist Church, 11211 Preston 
Road. 972-849-0383. PFLAGDallas@out-
look.com.

• Jan 20: Slumber Party Gaybingo
Monthly fundraiser for Resource Center 
takes place from 6-9 p.m. at the Rose Room 
at S4, 3911 Cedar Springs Road. 214-540-
4458. MyResourceCenter.org/gaybingo.

FEBRUARY
• Feb. 8: PFLAG Dallas
PFLAG meets the second Thursday of 
every month from 7-9 p.m. at Northaven 
United Methodist Church, 11211 Preston 
Road. 972-849-0383. PFLAGDallas@out-
look.com.

• Feb. 17: Gold Medal Gaybingo
Monthly fundraiser for Resource Center 
takes place from 6-9 p.m. at the Rose Room 
at S4, 3911 Cedar Springs Road. 214-540-
4458. MyResourceCenter.org/gaybingo.

MARCH
• March 4: The Women’s Chorus of 
Dallas
TWCD performs with TWU and DISD 
singers at 7:30 p.m. at City Performance 
Hall, 2520 Flora St. TWCD.org.

• March 8: PFLAG Dallas
PFLAG meets the second Thursday of 
every month from 7-9 p.m. at Northaven 
United Methodist Church, 11211 Preston 
Road. 972-849-0383. PFLAGDallas@out-
look.com.

• March 17: Leprechaun Gaybingo
Monthly fundraiser for Resource Center 
takes place from 6-9 p.m. at the Rose Room 
at S4, 3911 Cedar Springs Road. 214-540-
4458. MyResourceCenter.org/gaybingo.

• March 23-25: Turtle Creek Chorale  
The Turtle Creek Chorale presents An-
thems, the songs that shaped the move-
ments, at 7:30 p.m. on Friday-Saturday and 
2:30 p.m. on Sunday at City Performance 
Hall, 2520 Flora St.  
TurtleCreekChorale.com.
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rickles, a new break-
fast, lunch and brunch 
restaurant, opened off 
Cedar Springs Road 
on July 25, in a space 
that’s been occupied 
by restaurants for at 
least two decades.

They’ve already been so successful 
they’re opening a second location in Lake 
Highlands sometime this spring. They are, 
co-owner Chad Bernard said, in it for the 
long haul.

But they’ve also gotten some odd code 
compliance complaints, and they’ve been 
reported to the Texas Alcoholic Bever-
age Commission for serving alcohol after 
hours, even though the restaurant isn’t 
open after hours.

Bernard, who owns the restaurant with 
his mother Donna, his step brother Mark 
and his sister Crystal, said the complaints 
have been merely annoyances and a 
time-wasting drain but nothing that threat-
ens his business.

It all started, Bernard said, when Italia 
offered to let them put a sign on their rail 
pointing to Crickles’ entrance, two doors 
down on Throckmorton Street. Thairri�c, 
which occupied the space for several years, 
had a similar sign hanging on Italia’s rail, 
and no one complained.

But suddenly the Crickles sign, smaller 
than Thairri�c’s had been, violated city or-
dinance and had to be removed.

So they removed the sign.
Next, Bernard said, they bought two 

small outdoor cafe tables with chairs, sim-
ilar to tables previous restaurants in that 
location have placed under the awning for 
years. The day he placed the tables outside, 
code compliance showed up again and 
claimed the of�ce had received a complaint.

The code compliance of�cer insisted 
the complaint had been made weeks ago. 
Bernard showed the receipt that proved 
those tables were purchased that day. But 
rather than contest the complaint, he re-

moved the tables.
Then came an inspection by the �re 

department. The space had been “green 
tagged” — approved as safe —  by the 
city, including the �re inspector, in July. 
This complaint concerned a �re exit, even 
though the Bernards had made no structur-
al alterations to the space other than install-
ing a take-out window in the restaurant’s 
bar area.

From the outside of the building, it’s ap-
parent that corner had a door at one time. 
Bernard said he traced that alteration to the 
building to 2007. But the �re department 
said it had received a complaint directly 
from the mayor’s of�ce, and Crickles need-
ed a �re exit in that corner of the space.

Finally, a TABC inspector paid Crickles 
a visit because someone complained the 
restaurant was serving alcohol after hours. 
Chad Bernard said he could prove, via 
time-stamped receipts, that didn’t happen. 
And anyway, Crickles closes at 10 p.m. and 
their liquor license allows them to sell alco-
hol until midnight.

The TABC inspector told them he knows 
they weren’t selling after hours because 
he’s been by late at night to �nd they were 
closed. His visit was more of a heads-up 
that someone’s �ling false reports against 
them than a warning.

So the Bernards were left to wonder 
what’s going on. Was another restaurant 
�ling these complaints? A bar owner or 
employee? Or was it someone in the neigh-
borhood unhappy about a straight family 
opening a business in the gayborhood? 

Straight-owned businesses have been 
part of the neighborhood since Union Jack, 
the �rst gay-owned business on the street, 
opened in 1976. Adairs was a redneck bar 
located across the street from Union Jack in 
what is now part of S4.

The owner of Adairs disliked the gay 
community moving in around him, but 
he especially hated Union Jack’s sugges-
tive window displays. The more he com-
plained, the more outrageous Union Jack 
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owner Richard Longstaff made his window 
displays. At one point he even put scanti-
ly-clad live male models in the window. 
Adairs eventually moved.

When Gene Street opened the original 
Black-eyed Pea restaurant on Cedar Springs 
Road in the late 1970s, he embraced the new 
gay-owned shops and bars that were open-
ing along The Strip and hired many LGBT 
employees. His business thrived.

Other businesses with non-LGBT own-
ership have come and gone. When they 
didn’t welcome the LGBT community with 
open arms, they closed quickly. Recent ex-

amples include a spin studio, a Mexican 
restaurant and a wine bar.

After opening, Crickles joined the North 
Texas GLBT Chamber of Commerce, the Ce-
dar Springs Merchants Association and sent 
food over to the Nelson-Tebedo Clinic. Their 
staff is fully inclusive of the community. 

Donna Bernard said all they want is a 
nice welcoming, family atmosphere. Chad 
Bernard said the large group of LGBT cus-
tomers who regularly hang out there tells 
him they’re doing a good job of that. He en-
joys seeing how many people come in just 
to talk to his mom. █

Reverse discrimination 
on Cedar Springs?
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When I �rst saw a friend of 
mine from South Africa post 
something on Facebook 
about “slaves,” my mind 

immediately went to the kind I am famil-
iar with: people who roleplay in their rela-
tionships as Master/slave. Some even have 
contracts between them detailing the terms 
of their “service.” It’s pretty mundane stuff 
in my leather/kink world.

Then I read the article my friend, Frank 
Malaba, had posted. Frank is a delight-
ful guy, a poet and actor and is also an 
activist for human rights. But when I 
saw his “trigger warning” in the post, 
I realized he was speaking of actual 
“slavery,” in the worst possible sense.
Frank’s post included photos from a group 
of photojournalists calling themselves the 
Zambezi Reporters, the “Scribes of the 
Zambezi.” These pictures were beyond be-
lief: Men shackled by their feet and hung 
in clusters like product on display; squalid 
rooms packed with human beings, in var-
ious states of health, being contained until 
they could be traf�cked.   

Accompanying stories indicate that these 
people are refugees �eeing various con�icts 
in sub-Saharan Africa that were captured 
by slave traders as they escaped con�ict 
zones. They are sold into slavery as farm la-
borers in Libya at a price of $400-$500 each.

Recently, video of one of these slave auc-
tions went viral, and the story of what is 
happening to these refugees leaked onto 
the world stage.  Without the internet and 
social media, their horri�c plight would still 
be a secret. 

The sad story 
started as migrants 
were kidnapped 
and held for ran-
som. One migrant 
from Senagal told 
a member of the 
International Or-
ganization for 
Migration that he 
was told to call 
his family and de-

mand cash for his release. When the family 
could not pay, he was moved to the south-
ern Libyan city of Sabha and held with 100 
other men, in a small room, until he was 
auctioned off to the highest bidder.

Those who were not sold or who could 
not pay for their own food were left to 
starve.

When I reposted this on my Facebook 
page, most people who read it were as hor-
ri�ed as me. But a few tried to compare the 
plight of these poor people to the idea of 
“wage slavery” and poverty in our country.

That’s where I lost it.
As a country with a history of slavery, 

of human beings being bought, sold and 
owned as property, Americans should be 
particularly sensitive to the inhumanity of 
this modern slave trade. To try to lessen the 
impact of what is an international human 
rights outrage with a pseudo-intellectual 
discussion of metaphoric economic con-
cepts is inexcusable.

This is not scholarly theory; these are hu-
man beings, hung up like bunches of pro-
duce and bought and sold like bales of hay.

But my real outrage is reserved for our 
State Department. Just what are we doing 
to address this crisis? Where is the outrage 
from the Trump administration?

I can’t �nd any statement from our gov-
ernment on this slave trade situation. But 
it’s certainly easy to �nd the latest Trump 
rant on NFL players kneeling during the 
national anthem or gloating about his so-
called “ratings.”

At a time when the U.S. should be tak-
ing its place on the world stage as a major 
force for good, we have instead become a 
bit actor, waiting in the wings for someone 
better and brighter to carry the day.

Our country’s former role as stan-
dard-bearer for human rights has been 
destroyed by a posturing, orange-haired, 
gibberish-speaking Pagliacci, a man who 
is a not-so-humorous distraction from the 
serious business at hand.

I am grateful I can use what little in�u-
ence I have to make this story more visi-
ble. Just as life in the closet damages the 
well-being of LGBT people, hiding atroc-
ities like this lets them fester and rot and 
grow out of control.

The closet is not a good place, for people 
or for news.

(My friend Frank Malaba’s blog with 
much of his poetry can be seen at FrankMal-
aba.blog. His resume and activism posts are 
online at FrankMalaba.com.) █

Hardy Haberman is a longtime local LGBT 
activist and a board member of the Woodhull 
Freedom Alliance. His blog is at DungeonDiary.
blogspot.com. He is also media director for 
gubernatorial candidate Jeffrey Payne.
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Someone once admonished me not 
to call Trump names because it 
does no good, and it detracts from 
meaningful discussions between 

differing viewpoints. With that in mind, I 
will refrain from calling him a scum-suck-
ing pig or big tub of guts.

But is it proper to call him a liar? A bully? 
Petty? Homophobic? Transphobic? Misog-
ynistic? Autocratic? Thin-skinned? Egotisti-
cal and without any concrete political phi-
losophy? Oh, and how about pointing out 
he has a rabid hatred of the media, enough 
so that he frequently espouses a desire for 
restrictions on the press, restrictions that 
would �y in the face of the First Amend-
ment?

I think the answer is yes. To every one of 
those questions.

First, EVERY characterization mentioned 
above has been proven as fact, over and 
over again, no matter how hard Kellyanne 
Conway and Sarah Huckabee Sanders try 
to whitewash things. Read Trump’s tweets; 
they will tell you who he really is.

Second, these aren’t occasional lapses in 
character or judgment. These are his DOM-

INANT TRAITS! You may want to, but you 
simply cannot ignore or deny that fact, ei-
ther.

Read his tweets, that’s who he is.
Here’s just one of many examples I could 

offer to prove my point: Trump’s tweet re-
garding transgender individuals in the mil-
itary.

It reads:
“After consultation with my Generals 

and military experts, please be advised that 
the United States Government will not ac-
cept or allow…Transgender individuals to 
serve in any capacity in the U.S. Military.

“Our military must be focused on deci-
sive and overwhelming…victory and can-
not be burdened with the tremendous med-
ical costs and disruption that transgender 
in the military would entail. Thank you”

Let us pause for a moment to consider. 
This is not some game show host; this is 
the president of the United States, the sup-
posed leader of the free world, someone in 
whom we are supposed to place our trust 
for our very well-being.

And now, consider this reality: 1. He DID 
NOT consult the generals or military ex-

perts. 2. There are 
no tremendous 
costs associated 
with transgender 
servicemembers. 
And 3. THERE 
IS NO DISRUP-
TION.

Don’t believe 
me? Just Goo-
gle it. Do the re-
search. It is the 
absolute truth, and no amount of dancing 
around that fact will change it.

Also, while you may not like transgender 
people, and you may believe they should 
not be in the military, there is no factual-
ly-based justi�cation from excluding them. 
Surely you acknowledge that this issue 
should be decided by the rule of law, by the 
rule of reason, with facts and not on the ca-
pricious whim of some individual intent on 
attacking transgender servicemembers to 
repay evangelicals for voting for him. 

But even more important is the inescap-
able fact that Trump was so readily willing 
to sacri�ce the well-being and livelihood of 

those who volunteered to serve our coun-
try in exchange for his own political gain. 
His actions demonstrate how little he really 
cares about his fellow human beings, espe-
cially those who are marginalized, and how 
little he really cares about this country.

That’s the real Trump. 
What all this means is we need to act and 

react to the person Trump actually is and 
not who we expect him to be or wish he 
were.  This is the hand we’ve been dealt. He 
is who he is, so we need to face him as he is 
and act accordingly.

Our opposition to his mean-spirited ac-
tions (sending 60,000 Haitian refugees back 
to Haiti is but one of many, many examples) 
may require us to �nd new ways of resist-
ing, of �ghting back. Remember Ronald 
Reagan and the AIDS crisis in the 1980s? 
Remember how our community reacted 
then. Let’s take a page from those days.

We have to be even more inventive and 
aggressive than ever before, because Trump 
really is who we say he is and worse. And 
because our cause is just.                              █

Jon Nelson is an attorney and activist and co-
founder of Fairness Fort Worth.                                                

Taking Trump as he is and responding as we must
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LIFE+STYLE
interview

Texas girl Kelly Clarkson talks artistic liberation, speaking her mind and 
why she wants to confront anti-LGBT parents

+HSSHZ =VPJL! /V^ NVVK KVLZ P[ MLLS [V ÄUHSS` 
IL `V\YZLSM HY[PZ[PJHSS`&  Kelly Clarkson: It 
just feels freeing to make an entire project 
and, in its entirety, I’m 100 percent excited 
about it. There wasn’t any compromise. It’s 
how I feel the creative industry should feel. 
There’s nothing like working on something 
you’re so proud of.

7SLHZL [LSS TL `V\ H[ SLHZ[ NV[ H SP[[SL ZSVWW` 
H[ H NH` JS\I [V JLSLIYH[L [OL LUK VM `V\Y 
JVU[YHJ[ ^P[O 9*(�  Brother, I got four kids 
and a career, I ain’t got time to go to clubs! 
I’m rockin’ a 1-, 3-, 10- and 16 year-old, 
man. You know what club I go to? The club 
of playing board games with my family... 
which, actually, I love. 

7S\Z� `V\ OH]L `V\Y MHYT Q\Z[ V\[ZPKL 
5HZO]PSSL� @V\»]L NV[ JOPJRLUZ [V YHPZL�  
We’ve got our chickens, our honeybees, our 
orchard. We love our farm. 

/H]L `V\ ZLU[ *SP]L +H]PZ BOLHK VM 9*(D H 
JVW` VM [OL HSI\T& Be like, “This is what 
I was wanting to do this whole time!” Yeah, 
no. [Laughs] You know what’s so sad: I was 
so excited to work with him. You have no 
idea. He worked with so many of my favor-
ites: Janis (Joplin), and he worked with Bruce 
Springsteen way back in the day. All these 
artists who were very innovative in their time, 
and I was so excited. That’s been one of the 
saddest points for me in this industry — just 

fiN\rinN o\t that soTeone 0 reall` looR \p to 
just was not what they seemed. That was 
a pretty big blow. I was pretty sad about 
that. Like, we don’t always need to meet our 
heroes. 

0U ZVTL ^H`Z� `V\Y Z[VY` VM HY[PZ[PJ Z\WWYLZ-
ZPVU PZ YLSH[HISL [V [OL 3.); JVTT\UP[ �̀ 
(Z HU HSS �̀ KV `V\ YLJVNUPaL [OH[ HɉUP[`&  
Talking with my gay or lesbian friends over 
the years, I can’t imagine. I’ve always said 
I can’t imagine not being able to be myself 
in and out. And, yes, while I can relate a bit 
musically to feeling like you’re going over 
massive hurdles to try and get to a compro-
mise that you’re happy with, that’s nothing in 
comparison to hearing my friends talk about 
[being gay], especially in the South where I 
grew up, and then the faith thing comes into 
play. 

I had one friend wait, and this is the saddest 
thing ever: I don’t think she ever felt com-
fortable in her skin because her parents were 
older. So, they passed away and then she 
finall` Melt Mree� 0 tho\Nht� ¸>hat a horriIle 
feeling to have to wait until people aren’t 
around to be yourself.” I could never ever 
relate to that. I feel horrible that anybody has 
to go through that. It’s almost like when peo-
ple ask me about other artists who have all 
these shticks about them and I’m like, “Oh 
god, that would weigh on me if I had to keep 

American  
unbridled

that up, if I had to keep doing shit to make 
everyone happy.” 

Walking onto the stage in, like, a pretty dress 
to sing, that’s really the extent of my diva, or 
just my experience on the stage. I’ve always 
just been very simple. Even in situations, 
T\siJall �̀ ^here 0 reall` haK to fiNht or Q\Tp 
through hoops, I still was able to be myself, 
which I think people didn’t like because I was 
very open. But I have to do that. I have to 
express myself. Literally, I would go in such 
a downward spiral of depression if I weren’t 
able to, and that’s why, honestly, a lot of 
friends, especially who are gay and lesbian, 
felt that way. I pray to God my children never 
have to feel that, that people around me 
don’t have to feel that. I always hope that I’m 
always the one person going, “If they’re up-
set about it, screw it. It’s your life. You can’t 
not Ie `o\� @o\ Jan’t s\Ɉer Q\st IeJa\se 
you’re trying to make somebody else happy. 
That’s not a life.”

;OH[ ZV\UKZ L_HJ[S` SPRL ZVTL[OPUN 2LSS` 

*SHYRZVU ^V\SK ZH �̀ (UK 0 ^VUKLY� HZ 
ZVTLVUL ^OV OHZ [OPZ SHYNL� MHY�YLHJOPUN 
WSH[MVYT� ^OH[ KVLZ P[ TLHU [V `V\ [V IL 
HU 3.); HSS �̀ HUK ^OLU KPK `V\ RUV^ `V\ 
OHK [OL WV^LY [V IL VUL&  I always laugh 
at the concept that people are like, “We just 
love what you say; that’s why we love you,” 
and I’m like, “Why is everyone not like that?” 
That’s what boggles my mind. Why would 
you not say what you want to say? [In our 
last interview you] asked me if my daughter 
or son, or any of the four, ended up being 
gay, how would I take that, and I’d be like, 
“Awesome!” Honestly, in a world that is so 
hateful sometimes, I don’t care where my 
RiKs finK lo]e� /opeM\ll` ^ith a lo]inN anK 
respectful and kind person, but I don’t care 
if they’re a boy or a girl. It just doesn’t make 
a KaTn Iit oM KiɈerenJe to Te� 

I do want my children to fall in love with people 
who are loving, but I feel like our priorities 
are silly-ass backwards. Like, I want to go 
to my friends’ parents who just don’t want 

During her 15-year career as your friendly pop spirit-lifting Texan, Kelly Clarkson 
has prescribed a cheap alternative to therapy: anthemic pick-me-ups like “Since U Been 
Gone” and “People Like Us,” songs that impel a transcendental, �st-raised state. 

Late-night Facebook Live sessions are also her thing, and recently, the American Idol
alum geeked out like she’d just won Idol all over again about her soulful rebirth, Meaning 
of Life, released on her new label, Atlantic. It was just Clarkson chillin’ on the couch with 
a glass of red wine that was much deserved, considering the artistic sacri�ces she had to 
make post-Idol, when she felt creatively stagnate as a Top 40 machine for RCA Records. 
But aside from a fat glass of red, Clarkson has other strong urges too. 

Due, in part, to her simply being so damn cool, Clarkson — who drowned the world in 
their own tears right along with her own as she was crowned the inaugural Idol winner 
in 2002 — tells me she feels so compelled to stick up for her LGBT besties she literally 
wants to go door-to-door and talk some sense into her friends’ homophobic parents.

Because her friends ask her not to, she doesn’t. But here, with the ever-outspoken and 
now-artistically-liberated Clarkson leaving almost no opinion unturned, the North Texas 
native makes that point loud and clear. Before getting back to being a mom to River Rose, 
3, and Remington Alexander, 1, as well as husband Brandon Blackstock’s kids Seth and 
Savannah from a previous relationship, Clarkson spoke like one. Even her simple “diva” 
request — a “pretty dress to sing in” — is enough to make you wish you were on that 
couch with her and a bottle of pinot.

— Chris Azzopardi
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*SHYRZVU ^V\SK ZH �̀ (UK 0 ^VUKLY� HZ 
ZVTLVUL ^OV OHZ [OPZ SHYNL� MHY�YLHJOPUN 
WSH[MVYT� ^OH[ KVLZ P[ TLHU [V `V\ [V IL 
HU 3.); HSS �̀ HUK ^OLU KPK `V\ RUV^ `V\ 
OHK [OL WV^LY [V IL VUL&  I always laugh 
at the concept that people are like, “We just 
love what you say; that’s why we love you,” 
and I’m like, “Why is everyone not like that?” 
That’s what boggles my mind. Why would 
you not say what you want to say? [In our 
last interview you] asked me if my daughter 
or son, or any of the four, ended up being 
gay, how would I take that, and I’d be like, 
“Awesome!” Honestly, in a world that is so 
hateful sometimes, I don’t care where my 
RiKs finK lo]e� /opeM\ll` ^ith a lo]inN anK 
respectful and kind person, but I don’t care 
if they’re a boy or a girl. It just doesn’t make 
a KaTn Iit oM KiɈerenJe to Te� 

I do want my children to fall in love with people 
who are loving, but I feel like our priorities 
are silly-ass backwards. Like, I want to go 
to my friends’ parents who just don’t want 

to talk about it. They know, but are like, 
“We just can’t talk about it,” which is so 
demeaning to their [children’s] existence. 
And I want to knock on their door — I don’t, 
because [my friends] ask me not to [laughs] 
— and be like, “Do you know you’re missing 
out on an exceptional human because you 
can’t get past your own ignorance? It’s just 
silly to me that you want to miss out.” I want 
to tell them, “I didn’t have a dad and it had 
nothing to do with me being gay — it had to 
do with, he was a shitty guy. And you have 
the opportunity now to not be that parent 
and embrace your child. That’s your DNA. 
You love your children. What’s wrong with 
you?” It just makes me so mad, more so 
than anything. 

;OPZ WHZ[ 1\UL� `V\ OLSWLK [^V NH` MHUZ NL[ 
LUNHNLK K\YPUN VUL VM `V\Y TLL[�HUK�
NYLL[Z�  Oh my gosh, it was exciting. But I 
was nervous! Like, what if he was gonna say 
no?! 

/V^ ^V\SK `V\ SP]L [OH[ KV^U&  Literally, 

before I was like, “Wait. I do not want to be 
put in this situation where this guy might say 
no. Are you sure he’s gonna say yes?” And 
he goes, “Well, I hope so!” He was nervous. 
I probably didn’t help any. 

+V `V\ OVWL NH` JV\WSLZ Q\Z[ Z[HY[ YV\[PULS` 
NL[[PUN LUNHNLK PU MYVU[ VM `V\&  I was 
like, “I need to get ordained!”

-VY [OL ZHRL VM NH` JV\WSLZ L]LY`^OLYL� 
^O` HYL `V\ UV[&  I don’t know if that would 
be authenticated! I don’t know if people 
would question that! One of our friends — 
my husband also manages Blake Shelton 
— was like, “I wanna marry y’all” and I was 
like, “I want it to be, like, credible. You don’t 
actually have a following, or a church! 

0 OH]L H MLLSPUN WLVWSL ^V\SK NV [V [OL 
*O\YJO VM 2*�  Oh, Lord, that would be a 
funny church. 

:V� HZ T\JO HZ 0 SV]L [HSRPUN HIV\[ T\ZPJ� 
P[»Z OHYK UV[ [V HJRUV^SLKNL [OL ZJYL^` 
Z[H[L VM [OL ^VYSK K\YPUN PU[LY]PL^Z [OLZL 
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We are living in an increasingly electri�ed automotive 
world. GM plans to offer 20 electric vehicles by 2023. Ford 
expects to offer a 300-mile crossover EV, tentatively called 
Model E, by 2020. All of Aston Martin’s sexy sleighs will 
be electri�ed by the mid-2020s. Volvo’s going there by 
2020. The future is electric, but these specimens of moder-
nity are here today.                                                                 █

Chevy Bolt. After an initial roll-out in California earlier 
this year, the crazy-cool Bolt is now available nation-
wide. Check its stats: 238 miles all-electric range and 200 
horsepower for effortless acceleration. Tall wagon styling 
gives a look of strength. Available heated seats front/rear, 
heated steering wheel, Bose audio, navigation, forward 
collision mitigation braking and lane-keep-assist are all on 
the menu. Pre-condition the cabin from your smartphone. 
The Bolt is not just “OK for an electric car;” it’s brilliant 
because it’s an electric car. 

Base price (incl. credit): $29,995.
Nissan Leaf. All new for 2018, it’s still recognizably a 

Leaf, but a wider stance and sleeker bod is more muscu-
lar. The roomy interior can be equipped with Bose audio, 
adaptive cruise, blind spot warning and rear cross traf�c 
alert. That’s all great, but the Leaf only sports a 150 mile 
range — far short of the 200-plus miles that’s becoming 
expected. Nissan promises a more powerful version with 
higher battery capacity for 2019. And, we expect a sporty 
NISMO edition to debut at the upcoming Tokyo Motor 
Show. Let’s see if the wind blows it in a better direction.

Base price: $29,990.
Tesla Model 3. The 

sexy smaller Tesla is 
inciting an Apple-like 
frenzy. What’s the big 
deal? The base mod-
el offers 220 miles of 
electric range while a 
battery-forti�ed version 
travels 310 miles per 
charge. It can be replen-
ished at the rate of 30 
miles/hour on 240v or 
130 miles in 30 minutes 
with Tesla’s Supercharger. The dashboard is dominated 
by a 15-in. tablet-like touchscreen. Standard navigation, 
Wi-Fi, backup camera and automatic emergency braking 
accompany options like open pore wood trim and glass 
roof. Add Autopilot with full self-driving capability for 
$8,000. 

Base price: $35,000.
Chrysler Paci�ca Hybrid. This beautifully-sculpted peo-

ple-mover is also one of the most advanced vehicles roll-
ing. Fully charged, the mini-van travels 33 miles on elec-
tricity before the 287 horsepower 3.6-liter V6 engine �res 
up. Re-charge in 2 hours on 240v and expect 84-MPGe in 
city driving. Pre-condition the inside from your smart-
phone. The contrasting-color trim can be dressed with soft 
leather seats, panoramic sunroof, twin rear seat-mounted 

video screens and built-in vacuum. Chrysler’s infotain-
ment touchscreen is about the world’s easiest to use. 

Base price: $41,995.
Hyundai Ioniq Plug-In. Filling Hyundai’s electri�ed 

closet is the new plug-in hybrid that depletes its 27 
miles all-electric range before the 1.6-liter gasoline en-
gine �res up to complete the journey — up to 650 total 
miles. Unlike most hybrids, the Ioniq keeps a sporty 
feel through its 6-speed dual-clutch automatic trans-
mission. Beyond the future-tech bodywork and LED 
headlights, the car is available with leather seats, lane 
departure warning and lane-keep assist. If you prefer 
crossovers, a plug-in version of the similar Kia Niro 
arrives late this year.

Base price (est): $26,000.
Smart ForTwo. Mercedes’ microcar brand no longer 

sells gas-powered cars in the U.S. Most of you won’t 
care, but the Smart EV was updated for 2018 and 
remains a part of its parent’s zero emissions portfolio. 
Compared to others, it’s a little light in the battery box, 
providing just 80 horsepower for 58 miles range. Ex-
pect 0-60 mph in 11.4s and an 81 mph top speed. Get it 
as a coupe or a cabrio. As with all Smarts, one buys the 
EV for a fashion statement or for tight maneuvering, 
not for its price or performance.

Base price: $25,290.
Ford Fusion Energi. Not all electri�ed vehicles �aunt 

the excessive size of their ranges. Some like to measure in 
Miles per Gallon Equivalent (MPGe). In Ford-speak, “En-
ergi” means plug-in, but this is a hybrid with a gasoline 
engine and batteries that charge in 2.5 hours (240v). Fully 
topped, the car achieves 104/91-MPGe city/hwy. Unlike 
most electrics, the Fusion Energi slips through carparks 
unnoticed with its handsome European styling. Adaptive 

cruise with stop-and-go functionality, pedestrian avoid-
ance system and automatic parallel and perpendicular 
parking enhance technology.

Base price: $31,305.
Mercedes-Benz C350e. This is one of the stealthiest 

hybrids you’ll ever meet given its traditional Mercedes 
styling. Charge it up in 2.5 hours (240v) to travel 20 miles 
without disturbing dead dinos. After that, the turbo-
charged 4-cylinder engine wakes up to carry on. Given a 
combined 275 horsepower, it shouldn’t surprise you the 
‘Benz of hybrids scoots from 0-60 mph in just 5.8 seconds 
and to 130 mph. An air suspension, full suite of crash 
avoidance systems and all of the luxury you expect from a 
Mercedes seals the deal.

Base price: $47,900.

Electric slide The age of the electric car is closer 
than you think. This is what the 
future of driving looks like today

The Chevy Bolt, left, the Tesla Model 3, below right, and the 
:Tart ,=� Ielo^ leMt� ^ill all help reKefine the aNe oM eleJtriJ�

CASEY WILLIAMS  |  Auto Reviewer
Autocasey@aol.com

L+S     auto



      12.01.17     █       dallasvoice      27

The Chevy Bolt, left, the Tesla Model 3, below right, and the 
:Tart ,=� Ielo^ leMt� ^ill all help reKefine the aNe oM eleJtriJ�



28     dallasvoice.com     █      12.01.17

At �rst, Sallot 
Leon thought the 
scrap of paper 
might be money. 
Erland nobles 
had been doing 
that — making 
money — ever 
since the war, 
when Nacea was 
obliterated. But 
no, this bit of 

paper was worth more than money: it was 
an open call for a replacement member of 
the Queen’s Left Hand, an elite group of 
assassin-guards. “Come by invitation or 
by skill,” the poster said.

Sal had the skill, for sure. Since age 8, 

Sal worked as a street �ghter and could 
climb anything. There was nothing Sal 
couldn’t steal, no lock Sal couldn’t pick. 
Those were skills the Queen needed, just 
as much as Sal needed to be Opal for the 
Left Hand and so, to get into the audition, 
committed the �rst murder of many.

That, as it turned out, was the easy part: 
after passing the �rst interview, Sal was 
accepted and given a mask to wear at all 
times — the last mask awarded. Twen-
ty-three people were in the competition, 
for which the rules were simple: kill your 
competitors without being seen or getting 
caught, but don’t hurt anyone not compet-
ing. Nine competitors were killed the �rst 
night.

As other Opal Wanna-Be’s fell almost 

hourly, Sal had 
to rely on past 
experience and 
new skills to 
stay alive. Core-
strength training 
helped Sal dodge 
spears and ar-
rows from other 
competitors. 
Tutoring elimi-
nated illiteracy. 
Medical training 
kept Sal from 
death by poison-
ing. But there 
was no way to 
avoid falling 

in love with someone forbidden, nor the 
aftermath that was sure to come. 

Though it starts out a little on the clunky 
side, and it may take a minute to get your 
bearings, Mask of Shadows quickly becomes 
a pretty good novel. And a unique one, 

too: it’s rare to �nd a gender-�uid charac-
ter in a main position, but that’s where au-
thor Linsey Miller places hers — and yet, 
though unusual, �uidity isn’t the driving 
force behind this story. We don’t know, in 
fact, that Sal doesn’t gender-identify until 
later in the novel. That’s uncommon, too.

As for character development, there’s 
where Miller shines. Sal starts out a bit 
feral, a street-wise petty thief, uncivilized 
but with hungry focus. There’s a lot of 
sel�shness in that early Sal, but as they 
mature into a trained assassin, egotism is 
replaced by allegiance and a much �ner 
character. Add in a cast that could, one-by-
one, die at any minute and, well, you’ll be 
hooked.

For fans of The Hunger Games-type �c-
tion, that’s gonna be too appealing to pass 
up. It’s gonna be too delicious to deny 
yourself. Mask of Shadows, for 
readers ages 15 and up, is gonna be a 
dream book.                                                █

— Terri Schlichenmeyer

The gender games
Dystopian cosplay or gender-Åuid allegory& ºMask’ is both

L+S     books

Mask of Shadows I`  
3PUZL` 4PSSLY  
�:V\YJLIVVRZ ����� 
 ���" ��� WW�

20 years of ‘Jocks’
Gays in sports approach a milestone…  
and so much has changes

 Eric “Gumby” Anderson was a high 
school cross-country coach. Near the end 
of school, one of his runners was beaten by 
three classmates — one of them a football 
player. Calling the runner a “faggot,” they 
fractured his jaw and damaged his ear-
drum.

It was not the �rst incident involving 
a member of the Huntington Beach High 
School cross-country team. It had been 
happening ever since Anderson came out 
as gay.

The coach’s announcement — 
earth-shaking at the time — occurred in 
1993. The vicious beating took place three 
years later. The incident framed the �rst 
story in the book Jocks: True Stories of Amer-
ica’s Gay Male Athletes. It was published in 
1998.

I wrote that book. Nearly 20 years ago, 
it was as groundbreaking as Anderson’s 
announcement had been. It was the �rst 
book-length compilation of the experiences 
of gay male athletes — the �rst time, really, 
that there was a public acknowledgment 
that such people existed.

Gay athletes had been around forever, 
of course. Ancient Greek men, I noted in 
the introduction, had used sports as an op-
portunity to meet boys. (The root word for 
“gymnasium” — “gymnos” — has nothing 
to do with athletics. It means “nude.”)

Football players Dave Kopay and Jerry 
Smith, baseball out�elder Glenn Burke, 
and diving champion Greg Louganis had 
all come out of the closet already — though 
not always of their own volition. Only 
two male athletes, however, had done so 
during their active careers: �gure skating 
star Rudy Galindo and soccer player Justin 
Fashanu.

The 1990s were still a fearful time to be a 
gay athlete.

Yet something else was stirring. Across 

America — in rural towns, faceless suburbs 
and large cities — teenagers and 20-some-
thing gay males were shooting hoops, kick-
ing soccer balls, handling hockey sticks, 
running, swimming and biking. They were 
working hard, and working out. Every day 
they sweated, trained, competed — and 
showered — in the most macho of all envi-
ronments: high school and college sports.

They were nowhere near as visible as 
their classmates who were gay actors, 
musicians or even student government 
leaders. They heard slurs from teammates 
and coaches. They listened quietly as their 
teammates rated (and often denigrated) 
girls; detailed their sexual conquests, and 
passed along the still-accepted sports cul-
ture that exalted “manliness” (heterosexu-
ality) and despised “femininity” (homosex-
uality).

But those gay athletes were there. They 
were �nding themselves, �nding their 
places on their teams, �nding their places 
in society. And �nding each other.

That was the landscape I set out to ex-
plore two decades ago. Jocks was �lled with 
stories of the boys and young men who — 
unnoticed, but in ever-increasing numbers 
— were changing both the sports land-
scape, and the way all Americans looked at 
the image of “gay men.”

Many of the stories involved sports like 
track, tennis and swimming. It was a lot 
easier then to come out as an “individual” 
athlete than a “team” player. Something 
about training on one’s own — and not 
having to worry about the detrimental 
effect on closely-bonded teammates — 
seemed to draw gay athletes to solo sports.

Some of the tales were tough ones. The 

stress of hiding one’s sexuality led to drug 
and alcohol abuse, or thoughts of sui-
cide (as had been true for years with gay 
non-athletes too). An interviewee described 
the anguish of being the boyfriend of a 
Division I basketball player: After games, 
the athlete went to parties and showed 
off his “masculinity” by picking up girls, 
while the boyfriend sat home alone. An Ivy 
League runner talked about track as a met-
aphor for not being out: His life was going 
around in circles. 

But many of the stories were positive. 
When a football coach’s son — who played 
for him — came out, the man’s world 
changed. He realized the impact he could 
have on every player. By being more open 
about all kinds of differences, he became a 
better coach.

A wrestler mentored younger boys, help-
ing them gain both physical and emotional 
strength.

And two straight athletes spoke up 
when gay kids in their school were bullied. 
People respect us for no reason other than 
we were born a certain way — with the gift 
of athletics, they said. Well, they added, 
we’ve all got to respect everyone else too, 
no matter how they were born.

Four years after Jocks, I wrote a sequel:
Jocks 2: Coming Out to Play. By then, the sto-
ries were far more positive and wide-rang-
ing. The ripples of young athletes coming 
out had already begun to spread.

In 2017, it’s dif�cult to imagine a time 
when “gay male athlete” seemed almost 
an oxymoron. It’s almost as if that was a 
different century entirely.                             █

— Dan Woog    
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too: it’s rare to �nd a gender-�uid charac-
ter in a main position, but that’s where au-
thor Linsey Miller places hers — and yet, 
though unusual, �uidity isn’t the driving 
force behind this story. We don’t know, in 
fact, that Sal doesn’t gender-identify until 
later in the novel. That’s uncommon, too.

As for character development, there’s 
where Miller shines. Sal starts out a bit 
feral, a street-wise petty thief, uncivilized 
but with hungry focus. There’s a lot of 
sel�shness in that early Sal, but as they 
mature into a trained assassin, egotism is 
replaced by allegiance and a much �ner 
character. Add in a cast that could, one-by-
one, die at any minute and, well, you’ll be 
hooked.

For fans of The Hunger Games-type �c-
tion, that’s gonna be too appealing to pass 
up. It’s gonna be too delicious to deny 
yourself. Mask of Shadows, for 
readers ages 15 and up, is gonna be a 
dream book.                                                █

— Terri Schlichenmeyer
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Fetish school  
of the arts
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For about a decade, we have been in a 
golden age of gay cinema. It’s been a long 
time coming. There was underground 
gay cinema in the 1960s and ’70s from the 
likes of Andy Warhol and Rainer Werner 
Fassbinder — dark, sexual, low-budget 
usually, but there. Then in the 1990s and 
2000s, we went kinda-sorta mainstream 
with quasi-chaste romantic comedies — 
lots of butts, lots of frankness, 
little depth: Another Gay Mov-
ie, But I’m a Cheerleader, He’s 
All Over You, countless more. 
That’s also around the time 
we started getting gay drama inescapably 
tied to HIV/AIDS: Longtime Companion, 
Philadelphia.  

Then Brokeback Mountain changed the 
game. It was gay but authentic and touch-
ing. It won awards. It got straight viewers 
to see gay people in a new light. That was 
followed by The Kids Are All Right and 

Milk and The Danish Girl and Moonlight. 
Finally we had a cinematic voice.

But that voice still had the patina of 
heterespectability — stories about gay par-
enting, or civil rights, or the challenges of 
being trans or a queer of color. There was 
still a niche to �ll, and it needed to look 
back to do so: Serious movies about that 
same underground world that Fassbinder 

explored. Gay cinema that 
doesn’t have to be cheesy, but 
undeniably queer. It was time 
for retro.

One of the �rst to do that 
was last year’s King Cobra, about murder 
and drug use among the gay porn indus-
try, which captured the seediness of the 
subject without wallowing or playing it 
safe. 

Now comes Tom of Finland. I’m almost 
amazed that it’s getting any theatrical 

PPPP (4 of 5 stars)
Not rated. 120 mins.  
Now playing at the  

Angelika Mockingbird Station.

TOM OF FINLAND

ARNOLD WAYNE JONES  |  Executive Editor 
jones@dallasvoice.com

ToT �7eRRa :tranN� sho^s oɈ soTe oM his Kra^inNs in the MranR anK JoTpellinN ºToT oM -inlanK�’

Before there was  
Tumblr, there was  
ºTom of Finland’
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Mark Twain de�ned a “classic” of 
literature as something everyone talked 
about but nobody read. The performing 
arts have a similar category: The “holi-
day tradition.” It’s a tradition that ballet 
companies do The Nutcracker (Texas Ballet 
Theater is doing it right now, as is MBS 
Productions its parody version); choral 
groups sing “Silent Night” and “The Hal-
lelujah Chorus;” orchestras perform pops 
concerts of “Rudolph” and “Silver Bells;” 
theaters trot out versions of A Christmas 
Carol each year; and in England, the panto 
is a revered celebration of the holidays.

Here in North Texas, Theatre Britain has 
long shared its affection for the panto with 
American audiences. It’s 
an interesting confection, 
the panto (short for “panto-
mime,” though I’m not sure 
why). The form is as full of 
tropes as the ocean is �sh: There’s a dame 
— a female character played by a man in 
drag; a boy hero — played by a woman 
(Peter Pan is a famous variation); there are 
ghosts, puppets, audience participation, 
sing-alongs, hissable villains and tons of 
sexual double entendres … yet all aimed 
above the heads of the kiddos, who make 
it a family favorite.

I had never experienced a panto until 
attending my �rst from Theatre Britain 
about 15 years ago, but I have rarely 
missed one in the interim. They are silly 
tri�es, often attended by as many kids as 
adults, but the campiness has always been 
a draw. Some (all written by Jackie Mel-
lor-Guin and directed by Sue Birch) have 
been better than others, sometimes my 
mood has been more receptive … but the 
panto has long been one of my Christmas 
traditions.

Only this was the last one. Theatre Brit-
ain is packing up shop, as Birch and her 

There’s 
nothing like 
a dame

WE WANT YOU!!

Dallas Voice, Texas
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Cox Playhouse, 1517 Ave H, 
Plano. Through Dec. 30.  

Theatre-Britain.com.

THREE MUSKETEERS

Ivan Jones as the dame and Shay McDonald as 
+’(rtaNnan in ºThree 4\sReteers�’ the last�e]er 
panto from Theatre Britain.
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Mark Twain de�ned a “classic” of 
literature as something everyone talked 
about but nobody read. The performing 
arts have a similar category: The “holi-
day tradition.” It’s a tradition that ballet 
companies do The Nutcracker (Texas Ballet 
Theater is doing it right now, as is MBS 
Productions its parody version); choral 
groups sing “Silent Night” and “The Hal-
lelujah Chorus;” orchestras perform pops 
concerts of “Rudolph” and “Silver Bells;” 
theaters trot out versions of A Christmas 
Carol each year; and in England, the panto 
is a revered celebration of the holidays.

Here in North Texas, Theatre Britain has 
long shared its affection for the panto with 
American audiences. It’s 
an interesting confection, 
the panto (short for “panto-
mime,” though I’m not sure 
why). The form is as full of 
tropes as the ocean is �sh: There’s a dame 
— a female character played by a man in 
drag; a boy hero — played by a woman 
(Peter Pan is a famous variation); there are 
ghosts, puppets, audience participation, 
sing-alongs, hissable villains and tons of 
sexual double entendres … yet all aimed 
above the heads of the kiddos, who make 
it a family favorite.

I had never experienced a panto until 
attending my �rst from Theatre Britain 
about 15 years ago, but I have rarely 
missed one in the interim. They are silly 
tri�es, often attended by as many kids as 
adults, but the campiness has always been 
a draw. Some (all written by Jackie Mel-
lor-Guin and directed by Sue Birch) have 
been better than others, sometimes my 
mood has been more receptive … but the 
panto has long been one of my Christmas 
traditions.

Only this was the last one. Theatre Brit-
ain is packing up shop, as Birch and her 

husband Ian return to their native England 
next spring. Our source of panto will dry 
up, locally at least.

Perhaps that’s what made me enjoy this 
farewell production of The Three Mus-
keteers all the more, but I think it’s just 
because it’s a good show. Ivan Jones is 
back as the dame, this time as Planchet, the 
�irtatious assistant to D’Artagnan (Shay 
McDonald), who hopes to join the French 
king’s elite guard. But Cardinal Richelieu 
(a sneering Brandon Whitlock) has other 
plans, and is trying to bring down the 
monarchy and install himself as supreme 
leader. He’s defeated, of course, and every-
one else walks away smiling.

The plot is perfunctory, but 
the style has the intense energy 
of a circus clown. Planchet 
picks on one man in the audi-
ence (in the case of the opening 

performance, me) to �irt with, smile and 
coo at, bedecked in a garish costume, 
standing 6-foot-something in heels, play-
ing the fool (or really, the jester) and �lling 
the air with countless jokes about riding a 
donkey (“Can someone please attend my 
ass!?”) that make the kids giggle and the 
adults blanch. 

If you’ve seen a panto before, you know 
what I’m talking about; if you haven’t, this 
may be your last shot.

I’ll miss Theatre Britain’s presence on 
the local theater scene, and the panto in 
particular, in no small part because Birch 
always created diverse casts … and not 
just in the cross-dressing aspect. Tall and 
short, Asian, Anglo and African-American, 
slight and zaftig, youthful and, ahem, “ex-
perienced” all share the stage together. You 
feel the sense of community, the affection. 
Classics don’t get read, and traditions fall 
away … but they will be missed.               █

— Arnold Wayne Jones

There’s 
nothing like 
a dame
Ivan Jones Åirts like the Dickens 
in the final Christmas panto 
from Theatre Britain
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KH`Z�  Yeah, everything is obviously impact-
ed by it.

/V^ HYL `V\& 0 RUV^ `V\»]L HS^H`Z Z[VVK 
\W MVY ^OH[ `V\ ILSPL]L PU� I\[ PU [OPZ WVSP[-
PJHSS` KP]PZP]L JSPTH[L� KV `V\ MLLS HU L]LU 
NYLH[LY YLZWVUZPIPSP[` [V Z[HUK \W MVY [OL 
[OPUNZ [OH[ HYL PTWVY[HU[ [V `V\&  The hard 
thinN Mor Te� speJifiJall`! 0 al^a`s hate ^hen 
people bring up, “Oh, you’re a celebrity, you 
shouldn’t have an opinion.” The hard thing in 
that for me is, I’m not just that. I’m a mother, 
I’m a daughter, I’m a woman. And it took a 
long time and a lot of women to pioneer that 
way for me, to even have a voice. So, for me 
to not use that is so disrespectful to those 
IeMore Te ^ho ^orReK so harK Mor it� -or Te 
to not take advantage of that seems like a 
cruel irony. 

Why would I not voice my opinion as a mother? 
Why can’t I say this is a really hard time to 
have a 10- and 16-year-old, guys? Because I 
don’t know what to tell them when they hear 
certain things on TV.  They’re smart enough 
to know what’s going on. I can’t hide them 
from that. So, it’s a very hard time to explain 
things away. It’s a very hard time to have 
the discussion about any kind of bigotry 
or racism or elitism. It’s a very hard time 
because a lot of things are happening that 
are making crazy, insane, irrational moments 
normal, and it’s a very hard time to raise kids 
in that en]ironTent� -orNet Te e]en IeinN a 

celebrity. As a mother — just as a mother — 
it’s a very hard time. 

I’m glad, at least, that everything is all coming 
to the forefront because it’s now pointing out 
— like, I had no idea we had white suprem-
acists. I have never come across people 
like that. Not even as a child in a small town 
in the South, and even then, that town has 
blossomed and they’re more progressive 
now. 

It’s 2017 — why are we still having these con-
versations? But we’re having them because 
they do exist, and it’s insane. It’s insane that 
somebody just doesn’t go, “Oh, I’m sorry, but 
yeah, we don’t want that here. You should go 
somewhere else. This is a country of many 
cultures, many faiths, and open-mindedness. 
That is why people came here.” It’s amazing 
to me that we just don’t have grown-ass 
men and women in the public eye of politics 
going, “Absolutely not. I’m not even having 
this conversation because that’s not even 
OK. There’s no way to validate what just 
happened.”

9LÅLJ[PUN VU HSS `V\Y ^VYR MVY 9*(! >OPJO 
HSI\T HYL `V\ TVZ[ HUK SLHZ[ WYV\K VM&  
The album I’m most proud of in that whole 
section is the Christmas album [2013’s 
Wrapped in Red], and that’s just because it 
was 100 percent me. Because it was Christ-
mas and it was OK for me to make decisions. 
They let me and [producer Greg Kurstin] do 
whatever we wanted, so it was a lot easier to 

accomplish my goal with that album. 
My least favorite? Man, I mean, maybe my 

least Ma]orite ^as T` first one B����’s Thank-
ful]. I just say that because of the experience. 
I was very young and very excited about 
TaRinN a reJorK� 0t ^as T` first tiTe KoinN 
all oM that� anK it ^as also T` first tiTe real-
izing, “This is gonna be really hard because 
there are so many cooks in the kitchen and 
they don’t care that you’re not allowed to be 
one�¹ 0t ^as T` first e_perienJe in the inK\s-
try going, “Oh, wait, this isn’t what I thought 
it was gonna be like.” So my ignorance led 
to that and me being young and excited, I 
guess. Not that I don’t love the album — it’s 
Q\st that 0 KiKn’t lo]e finKinN that o\t� 

+V `V\ L]LY NL[ [PYLK VM ZPUNPUN `V\Y ÄYZ[ 
ZPUNSL� ����»Z ¸( 4VTLU[ 3PRL ;OPZ&¹  I 

never sing it! Because the song wasn’t 
meant for me — it was meant for the winner. 
I never would’ve been like, “This is a great 
record.” I get the moment it was for. That 
was the perfect song for that moment. I 
totally address that, but that song doesn’t fit 
in my tour setlist.

0[ Z[PSS [HRLZ TL IHJR L]LY` [PTL 0 OLHY P[�  
Totall �̀ The nostalNia� -or Te� too� 0t ^as 
a beautiful moment. I’m very thankful and 
blessed for it. But it wasn’t a song that was 
meant for me. They just wrote it for whomev-
er was gonna win, so that doesn’t make me 
feel special. 

>P[O Meaning of Life� `V\Y OHPY VU [OL HSI\T 
JV]LY PZ NP]PUN TL ZVTL ZLYPV\Z 4HYPHO 
]PILZ�  That Drew Barrymore-to-the-side-
’90s vibe, yeah — it’s completely calculated. 

█ <5)90+3,+ -roT 7aNe ��

L+S     interview



      12.01.17     █       dallasvoice      ��

[Laughs] I literally was like, “I want the hair 
Mor this alI\T to Ie talRinN to .oK�¹ 0t fits 
^ith the reJorK� 0t’s so sass` anK JonfiKent 
and diva in the best sense, and so I really 
wanted that ’90s hair. All my inspiration pho-
tos were of ’90s hair. Whether it’s the artwork 
or the music, everything on this album is in-
Å\enJeK I` the ’ �s� ^hiJh ^as T` Ma]orite 
time in music. 

-YVT ¸:PUJL < )LLU .VUL¹ VU [OYV\NO 
¸7LVWSL 3PRL <Z¹ HUK ¸0 /H]L H +YLHT�¹ 
`V\Y HU[OLTZ OH]L ILLU LTWV^LYPUN [V 
3.); WLVWSL� >OH[ ZVUN VU [OPZ HSI\T KV 
`V\ OVWL ILJVTLZ [OL UL_[ IPN NH` HU-
[OLT&  It’s always my gay boys who come 
\p anK No� ¸6h T` NoK� 0 lo]e º>hole 3otta 
Woman.’” And it’s so funny, because I’m like, 
that is so ironic and amazing!  

)HZLK ZVSLS` VU [OL [YHJR»Z UHTL� UV[ L]LU 
[OL MHJ[ [OH[ P[»Z H JLSLIYH[VY` HU[OLT� `V\ 
JHU»[ WVZZPIS` IL [OH[ Z\YWYPZLK�  Honestly, 
I didn’t think about it! But then we performed 
it impromptu at the Today show just for the 
audience there in New York — not for the 
televised show, just for the audience — and 
it was so funny because all the gay boys 
were dancing more than anyone, even more 
than the women! It was so fun. It’s such a fun 
a\KienJe that Q\st lo]es sass anK Jonfi-
dence, and I just love being surrounded by 
an audience with that kind of energy.

;OH[ ZVUN KLÄUP[LS` ZO\[ KV^UZ� VUJL HUK 
MVY HSS� `V\Y ZVJPHS�TLKPH ZOHTLYZ� >OH[ 

HK]PJL KV `V\ OH]L MVY 3.); WLVWSL ^OV 
L_WLYPLUJL [OL I\SS`PUN [OH[ `V\»]L L_WL-
YPLUJLK&  We have a 16-year-old girl, and a 
grown-ass woman was being horrible to her. 
She was just being hateful and passive-ag-
gressive online, and I had to be real with (my 
daughter). I said, “This is gonna happen so 
often, so this would be a good time to learn 
to take the high road. Block them or whatev-
er you want to do to not see it, if you don’t 
want to see it.” 

Bullying is gonna happen, so we tell our kids, 
“That’s gonna happen. I can’t protect you 
from that. There’s nothing we can do about 
that. There are no bullying cops.” It’s an 
epidemic that’s horrible, and it needs to be 
addressed, but at the same time, when you 
have kids coming to you, I just have to teach 
her to rise above it.

It’s one of those things I always describe to 
fans, too, in meet-and-greets because they 
al^a`s asR� ¸/o^ are `o\ so JonfiKent&¹ 0t’s 
because, at the end of the day, I really, don’t 
care about anyone’s opinion but mine and 
the people I know who love me and really do 
want the best for me. You can’t base your 
entire e_istenJe anK e]er` KeJision oɈ ho^ 
people are gonna feel about it. That’s a giant 
check list; there’s a lot of us. So, just be hap-
py with your decisions, and sometimes know 
you’re gonna be successful and sometimes 
you’re gonna fail. And whatever. At least you 
were steering your ship.                               █Ph
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L+S     screen

release it a universe of VOD and streaming 
services; it feels more festival than festive 
(a holiday release, no less! “Honey, should 
we watch a movie about Charles Dickens 
or the gay leather scene?”)

If you don’t already know who Tom of 
Finland was, you should; he all but invent-
ed gay identity. I’m not really joking. All 
those types from the Village People started 
at the tip of his pencil. He drew hyper-ide-
alized versions of masculinity: Rippling 
muscles, enormous genitals, moustachioed 
bikers having guilt-free anonymous sex. 

Tom was just drawing his own fantasies 
— fan �ction of a kind — but his under-
ground cartoons caught on in a world 
before the internet, with cheap copies cir-
culated in New York and San Fran and Los 
Angeles. His art became aspirational.

There were, of course, downsides. Espe-
cially in his native Finland in the imme-
diate post-WWII era, his drawings were 
considered pornographic; being labeled 
gay could result in prison and de�nitely 
�nancial ruin. The movie suggests that 
if he hadn’t caught on with the Castro 
culture, and visited the West Coast, he 

may have languished in relative obscurity, 
his work more underground than it still is. 
(Now, his drawings are considered “art,” 
and sold in expensive Taschen collections 
at tony bookstores for big bucks.)

Tom of Finland covers all of that. Director 
Dome Karukoski un�inchingly (but not 
salaciously) shows Tom’s “shameful” ob-
session with hooking up, his risky behav-
ior in a pre-AIDS world, his eye-opening 
discovery that he is not alone. And he lets 
Pekka Strang carry much of the weight 
fearlessly, while giving members of the 
supporting cast (including Niklas Hogner, 
a dead-ringer for Tom’s “Kake” character, 
who appears as a kind of muse) moments 
to shine. Any �lm that ends at the Inter-
national Mr. Leather convention is one 
that has no problem shooting the �nger at 
tongue-clucking Puritans and homophobic 
ostriches who prefer to keep their heads in 
the dirt before acknowledging the com-
plex if lurid pageant of mankind’s sexual 
history. (More proof of its bona �des? This 
is Finland’s of�cial entry for best foreign 
language �lm at next year’s Oscars.) 

Like the artist himself, Tom of Finland 
doesn’t play things safe, but documents an 
historic and resonant cultural touchstone. 
It also extends the galaxy of queer cinema 
into its own realm and answers that age-
old question, “Who’s your daddy?” Why, 
Tom of Finland, of course.                           █
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Cute, Reliable & Affordable...

Unlike your ex-boyfriend!

Your community 
representative is 

John.Vance@
HendrickAuto.com

5010 State Highway 121 Frisco, TX     |     469-362-2759     |     972-365-0120     |     hendrickvwfrisco.com

Friday 12.01  
— Sunday 12.17
Regional premiere of a 
cross-dressing comedy from  
Uptown Players

Life doesn’t always go the way you expect. 
Like, when you’re an Elvis impersonator, you 
don’t think that means you’re basically a drag 
queen. But that’s the discovery Casey, a strug-
gling singer in the Florida Panhandle, begins 
to realize. The Legend of Georgia McBride is a 
play with music, and that music is sung by Kyle 
Igneczi, who previously gender-bended in the title 
role of Hedwig and the Angry Inch. It isn’t even 
Christmas, and Uptown Players is already into its 
second show of the 2017–18 season! Directed by 
Bruce R. Coleman.

DEETS: Kalita Humphreys Theater, 3636 Turtle 
Creek Blvd. UptownPlayers.org.

Tuesday 12.05  
— Sunday 12.17
The Grinch sneaks into the Winspear 

Not everyone wants Christmas to arrive — some are 
downright grinches about it. The AT&T Performing 
Arts Center’s Broadway Series ends its 2017 shows 
with a stage musical adaptation of the timelessly funny 
and heartwarming story of Dr. Seuss’ How the Grinch 
Stole Christmas! All your favorite characters, from Max 
the dog to Cindy Lou Hoo will be on hand to stop this 
travesty of smallheartedness.

DEETS: Winspear Opera House, 2403 Flora St. 
ATTPAC.org.

Thursday 12.07 — Sunday 12.10
TCC gets into the holiday spirit with Snowflakes Christmas concert

Snowflakes get a bad rap since last year’s election. But at the Turtle Creek Chorale, they embrace snowflakes — be-
cause nothing sets the tone for a Christmas concert quite so well. For the company’s annual concert, they pull out all 
the stops, with beautiful music and lots of campy holiday cheers, including performances by vocalist Jodi C. Wright 
and a set by the Houston Chamber Ringers. Everyone — even a snowflake — is welcome!

DEETS: Moody Performance Hall, 2520 Flora St. TurtleCreekChorale.com.

 12.01 
Sunday 12.17

Regional premiere of a 
cross-dressing comedy from 
Regional premiere of a 
cross-dressing comedy from 
Regional premiere of a 

Uptown Players

Life doesn’t always go the way you expect. 
Like, when you’re an Elvis impersonator, you 
don’t think that means you’re basically a drag 
queen. But that’s the discovery Casey, a strug-
gling singer in the Florida Panhandle, begins 

The Legend of Georgia McBride is a The Legend of Georgia McBride is a The Legend of Georgia McBride
play with music, and that music is sung by Kyle 
Igneczi, who previously gender-bended in the title 

Hedwig and the Angry Inch. It isn’t even 
Christmas, and Uptown Players is already into its 
second show of the 2017–18 season! Directed by 
Bruce R. Coleman.

: Kalita Humphreys Theater, 3636 Turtle 
Creek Blvd. UptownPlayers.org.

Thursday 12.07 Sunday 12.10

LIFE+STYLE
best bets
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calendar highlights

ARTSWEEK
THEATER
Act of God. B.J. Cleveland, typecast once again, 
as the Almighty in a regional premiere from David 
Javerbaum about the secrets of the universe. 
Stage West, 821 W. Vickery Blvd., Fort Worth. 
Through Dec. 31. StageWest.org.

A Christmas Carol. Brad Leland (Friday Night 
Lights) stars as Ebenezer Scrooge this year. 
Wyly Theatre, 2400 Flora St. Through Dec. 28. 
DallasTheaterCenter.org.
A Motown Christmas. A rollicking holiday 
revue. Jubilee Theatre, 506 Main St., Fort Worth. 
Through Dec. 24. JubileeTheatre.org.

2017
Holiday
Weekend

Edition

Coming Friday,
December 22!

AD Space Deadline : MONDAY, DECEMBER 18!
CONTACT US TODAY! 
214-754.8710

1825 Market Center Blvd. Suite 240 | Dallas, TX 75207 
advertising@dallasvoice.com • dallasvoice.com 1720 W. MOCKINGBIRD LANE • DALLAS, TX 75235 • 214-630-7071

(enter in rear behind New Fine Arts) | www.sexysite.com | OPEN 24/7

P Adult Toys

P Gear

P Extenders

P Pumps

P Tools for ED

P Lubes

P Leather

P Fetish

P DVD Rentals

    and Sales

�
�
�

�
�

�

�
�

�

 See the Arts District transform into a Christmas setting, complete with Santa and music by En Vogue, 
on Saturday.
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The Great Distance Home. Kelsey Leigh Ervi 
conceived of and directs this immersive, multi-
discipline theater event about a boy’s search for 
home wherever that may be. Addison Theatre 
Centre, 15650 Addison Road. Dec. 1–17. 
WaterTowerTheatre.org.
John. Undermain Theatre presents this play 
by Pulitzer Prize-winner Annie Baker, set in an 
eerie B&B the weekend after Thanksgiving. Final 
weekend. Undermain Theatre, 3200 Main St. 
Undermain.org.
The Legend of Georgia McBride. A low-rent 
Elvis impersonator discovers a new direction when 
he embraces drag in this region premiere from 
Uptown Players. Kalita Humphreys Theater, 3636 
Turtle Creek Blvd. Dec. 1–17. UptownPlayers.org.
The Beulaville Baptist Book Club Presents a 
Bur-Less-Q Nutcracker! The return of the send-
up of the famed ballet. Main stage at Addison 
Theatre Centre, 15650 Addison Road. Through 
Dec. 26. MBSProductions.net.
Santa Claus: A New Musical. When Santa 
announces his retirement after a millennium, the 
North Pole goes crazy. Casa Manana, 3101 W. 
Lancaster Blvd., Fort Worth. Through Dec. 23. 
CasaManana.org.
The Three Musketeers. Theatre Britain’s annual 
Christmas panto, with Ivan Jones returning in the 

hilarious cross-dressing role in this family-friendly 
treatment of the Dumas novel. Cox Playhouse, 
1517 H. Ave., Plano. Through Dec. 30. Theatre-
Britain.com.

BALLET
The Nutcracker. A real version of the Tchaikovsky 
ballet, presented by Texas Ballet Theater. 
Winspear Opera House, 2403 Flora St. Through 
Sunday. ATTPAC.org. Bass Performance Hall, 535 
Commerce St., Fort Worth. Dec. 8–24. BassHall.
com. TexasBalletTheater.org. 

█  b r ow se█  b r ow se█  b r ow se█

For a more complete Community 
Calendar online, visit 

Tinyurl.com/dvevents.

█  sub mi t█  █  █

To submit an item for inclusion in 
the Community Calendar, visit 

Tinyurl.com/dvevents.
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ORGANIZATIONAL DIRECTORYOUTnorth
texas OUTntx.com

AIDS HOTLINE 214-559-2437

AIDS SERVICES
ABOUNDING PROSPERITY 
  214-421-4800 | AboundingProsperity.org

AHF DALLAS WELLNESS CENTER 
  7777 Forest Lane, Ste. B122 | 972-383-1060

AIDS INTERFAITH NETWORK 
AIDSInterfaithNetwork.org

AIDS OUTREACH CENTER
Fort Worth, 76111 | 817-335-1994 | AOC.org

AIDS SERVICES OF DALLAS
214-941-0523 | AIDSDallas.org

AMELIA COURT
1936 Amelia Court | 214-590-5647 | AOC.org

GREG DOLLGENER MEMORIAL AIDS 
FUND, INC | 972-743-6323 | GDMAF.org

HEALTH SERVICES OF NORTH TEXAS 
DENTON SOUTH CENTER | 940-381-2313
ELM STREET CENTER | 940-381-1501  
COLLIN COUNTY CENTER | 972-424-1480   
HealthNTx.org

LEGACY COUNSELING CENTER 
214-520-6308 | LegacyCares.org

LEGAL HOSPICE OF TEXAS
214-521-6622 | LegalHospice.org

NELSON-TEBEDO HEALTH CENTER
214-528-2336 | MyResourceCenter.org

NORTH CENTRAL TEXAS 
HIV PLANNING COUNCIL

Fort Worth | 817-321-4743 NoTexasAIDS.org

POSITIVE VOICES COALITION
Fort Worth | 817-321-4742 NoTexasAIDS.org 

PRISM HEALTH NORTH TEXAS 
214-521-5191 | PrismHealthNTX.org

RESOURCE CENTER
214-521-5124 | MyResourceCenter.org

RESOURCE CENTER FOOD PANTRY
2701 Reagan Street | 214-528-0144

UT SOUTHWESTERN AIDS 
PREVENTION PROJECT 

Dallas, 75247 | 469-291-2800

WHITE ROCK FRIENDS MINISTRY
214-320-0043 | WhiteRockChurch.info

EDUCATION
LEAP | 214-821-4528 | GLBTLeap.org

LGBTQA PROGRAM at UT ARLINGTON
Arlington | 817-272-2099 | UTA.edu/lgbtqa

OUT@COLLIN COUNTY COMM. COLLEGE
214-991-7851 | Out.Collin.edu

SMU WOMEN & LGBT CENTER
214-768-4792
SMU.edu/StudentAffairs

SPECTRUM
214-768-4792 | People.SMU.edu/Spectrum

UNT ALLY PROGRAM
940-565-2589 | multicultural@unt.edu

MUSIC
OAK LAWN SYMPHONIC BAND

469-616-0138 | Info@oaklawnband.org

TURTLE CREEK CHORALE
214-526-3214 ext. 101 | TurtleCreek.org

WOMEN’S CHORUS OF DALLAS
214-520-7828 | TWCD.org

POLITICAL
DALLAS STONEWALL YOUNG 
DEMOCRATS | DallasSYD.org

LIBERTARIAN PARTY OF DALLAS 
COUNTY | LPDallas.org

LOG CABIN REPUBLICANS OF DALLAS
LogCabin.org/Chapter

METROPLEX REPUBLICANS 
MetroplexRepublicans.com

STONEWALL DEMOCRATS OF DALLAS
 214-506-DEMS (3367)
 StonewallDemocratsOfDallas.org

STONEWALL DEMOCRATS OF DENTON 
StonewallDemocratsOfDentoncounty.org

TARRANT COUNTY STONEWALL 
817-913-8743 | TarrantStonewall.org

PROFESSIONAL
ALLIANCE OF DESIGN PROFESSIONALS

214-526-2085
DALLAS LGBT BAR ASSOC.

214-540-4460 | DGLBA.org
GLOBE | 972-308-7233 | FedGlobe.org

LAMBDA PRIDE TOASTMASTERS
214-957-2011
lambdapride@freetoasthoast.us

LEADERSHIP LAMBDA TOASTMASTERS
president-8631@toastmastersclub.org
4012 St. Andrews

LGBT LAW SECTION OF THE STATE BAR  
LGBTLawTx.com | 800-204-2222 ext. 1420

NORTH TEXAS GLBT CHAMBER 
214-821-GLBT | GLBTChamber.org

OUT & EQUAL DFW
Outandequal.org/dallas-fort-worthDFW@
outandequal.org

SERVICES
BLACK TIE DINNER, INC.

972-865-2239 | BlackTie.org

COALITION FOR AGING LGBT - DFW 
214-577-7976 | CFA.lgbt

DALLAS/FORT WORTH FEDERAL CLUB
214-428-3332 | DFWFederalClub.org

DALLAS GAY AND LESBIAN ALLIANCE
214-528-0144 | info@dgla.com | DGLA.com

DALLAS LATINO PRIDE
TexasLationGayPride.com

DALLAS SOUTHERN PRIDE
214-405-5475 | DallasSouthernPride.com

DALLAS TAVERN GUILD
214-571-1073 | DallasPride.org

GAY AND LESBIAN FUND FOR DALLAS
GLFD.org | 214-421-8177

HEALTH INSURANCE MARKETPLACE
Community Council of Greater Dallas
844-831-9600 | CCCG.org

HUMAN RIGHTS INITIATIVE of NTX
214-855-0520 | info@hrionline.org

LAMBDA LEGAL 
214-219-8585 | lambdalegal.org

SOS - SURVIVORS OFFERING SUPPORT
5750 Cedar Springs Rd. | YouCaring.com

TARRANT COUNTY GAY PRIDE WEEK 
president@tcgpwa.org | TCGPWA.org

SOCIAL
BATTALION MOTORCYCLE

BattalionMC.com

CLASSIC CHASSIS CAR CLUB
214-446-0606 | ClassicChassis.com

COUPLES METRO DALLAS
214-521-5342 | CouplesMetroDallas.com

DALLAS BEARS
214-521-5342 ext. 2943 | DallasBears.org

DAMN | 214-521-5342 ext. 1739 | DAMNmen.org
DFW FUSE| 214-540-4435 | DFWFuse.com

DISCIPLINE CORPS
214-521-5342 ext. 1731 | disciplinecorps.com

EAST TEXAS PFLAG
P.O. Box 130703 | Tyler, 75713 | 903-330-8901

FIREDANCERS
mikeykeith@cs.com | firedancers.org

FRISCO PRIDE
469-324-4123 | FriscoPride.com

GRAY PRIDE
GLBT Aging Interest Network |214-528-0144

IMPERIAL COURT DE FORT WORTH     
   careteam@icfwa.org | ICFWA.org

JEWEL | 214-540-GIRL | jewel@rcdallas.org

LEATHER KNIGHTS
214-395-8460 | LeatherKnights.org

LVL/PWA CAMPOUT
Rick: campout@lvlpwa.com | LVLPWA.com

MEN OF ALL COLORS
214-521-4765 | pulliam_preston@yahoo.com

NATIONAL LEATHER ASSOCIATION
info@nla-dallas.org | NLA-Dallas.org

ONCE IN A BLUE MOON
214-662-4706 | Once-In-A–Blue-Moon.org

PEGASUS SQUARES
214-444-9696 | PegasusSquares.com

POZ DALLAS | pozdallas@gmail.com

PRIME TIMERS OF DFW 972-504-8866
information@primetimers-dfw.org

PROJECT TAG (Tyler Area Gays)
903-312-2081 | TylerAreaGays.com

RAINBOW GARDEN CLUB
972-975-8622 | RainbowGardenClub.com

RAINBOW ROUNDUP - LGBT Families
info@rrup.org | rrup.org

REAL LIVE CONNECTION-TEEN PRIDE
469-666-7325 | rlc365.org

SAVVY SINGLES NEWS DFW
Singles.meetup.com/2049

SPECTRUM MOTORCYCLE CLUB
214-289-1179 | Spectrum-MRC.com

STRENGTH IN NUMBERS DFW
Groups.yahoo.com/groups/indallasftworth
dalmusl@yahoo.com

UNITED BLACK ELLUMENT
214-760-9718 | UBEDallas.org

UNITED COURT OF THE LONE STAR 
EMPIRE  | DallasCourt.org

VALOR LATINO | 214-540-4430 | ValorDallas.com

WOMEN OF DISTINCTION 
Twitter.com/WODDallas

SPIRITUALITY
AGAPE MCC

Fort Worth | 817-535-5002 | AgapeMCC.com

ASCENSION LUTHERAN CHURCH
Garland | AscensionTexas.org

CATHEDRAL OF HOPE
214-351-1901 | cathedralofhope.com 

CATHEDRAL OF LIGHT
Farmers Branch | 972-245-6520 COLight.org 

CELEBRATION COMMUNITY CHURCH
Fort Worth | 817-335-3222
Celebration-Community-Church.com

CELEBRATION ON THE LAKE
Maybank | 903-451-2302 | COTLChurch.org

CONGREGATION BETH EL BINAH 
214-500-8304 | BethElBinah.org

CROSSROADS COMMUNITY CHURCH
214-520-9090
CrossroadsCommunityChurch.us

DALLAS MEDITATION CENTER - 
   Sundays 5pm | DallasMeditationCenter.com

DIGNITY DALLAS
972-729-9572 | DignityDallas.net

EAST DALLAS CHRISTIAN CHURCH
214-824-8185 | info@edcc.org | EDCC.org

EPISCOPAL CHURCH OF ST. THOMAS THE 
APOSTLE | 214-352-0140 | TheDoubter.org

FELLOWSHIP OF LOVE OUTREACH 
Fort Worth |817-921-5683 | FOLOchurch.org

FIRST UNITARIAN CHURCH OF DALLAS
214-528-3990 | DallasUU.org

THE GATHERING PLACE
214-643-3250 | TheGatheringDallas.org

GRACE UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
214-824-2533 | GraceUMCDallas.org

GREENLAND HILLS UNITED METHODIST 
214-826-2020 | GreenlandHills.org

HARVEST MCC DENTON
940-484-6159 | HarvestMCC.org

HORIZON UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST   
Carrollton | 972-492-4940 | HorizonUU.org  

INTERFAITH MINDFUL MINISTRIES
Plano | InterMindful.com

KESSLER PARK UNITED METHODIST  
214-942-0098 | kpumc.org

INTERWEAVE DALLAS, NTX UNITARIAN 
LGBTQ | 214-528-3990

LIVING FAITH COVENANT CHURCH
972-546-0543 | LivingFaithDFW.org

LUTHERANS CONCERNED
214-855-4998 | ReconcilingWorks.org

MCC OF GREATER DALLAS
Carrollton | 972-243-0761 | MCCGD.org

MIDWAY HILLS CHRISTIAN CHURCH 
214-352-4841 | MidwayHills.org

NORTHAVEN UNITED METHODIST  
214-363-2479 | Northaven.org

OAK LAWN UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
214-521-5197 | oaklawn@olumc.org

PATHWAYS UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST
Hurst | 817-803-5941 | PathwaysUU.org

PROMISE UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST 
214-623-8400 | PromiseUCC.org

ST. FRANCIS ANGLICAN CHURCH 
214-351-1401

ST STEPHEN UNITED METHODIST 
972-279-3112 | GBGM-UMC.org/StStephen

TRINITY MCC 817-265-5454| TrinityMCC.org

UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST CHURCH 
uuc@oakcliffuu.org | OakCliffUU.org

UNITY OF DALLAS
972-233-7106 | UnityDallas.org

WHITE ROCK COMMUNITY CHURCH 
214-320-0043 | WhiteRockChurch.info

SPORTS
DALLAS FRONTRUNNERS

FrontrunnersDallas.org

DALLAS INDEPENDENT VOLLEYBALL  
214-578-6206 | DIVADallas.org

DIFFERENT STROKES GOLF ASSOC. 
info@dsgadallas.org | DSGADallas.org

NORTH TEXAS WOMEN’S SOFTBALL 
214-632-8512 | ntxwsa.net

OAK LAWN BOWLING ASSOCIATION
10920 Composite Drive | 214-358-1382 

OAK LAWN SKI AND SCUBA CLUB
214-521-5342(X1769) | OLSSC.org

OAK LAWN TENNIS ASSOCIATION
OLTADallas.org

PEGASUS SLOWPITCH SOFTBALL  
972-879-7900 | DallasPSSA.org

RAINBOW ROLLERS BOWLING LEAGUE 
817-540-0303 
rainbow_rollers_league@yahoo.com

TEXAS GAY RODEO ASSOCIATION
214-346-2107 | TGRA.org

SUPPORT
ALCOHOLICS ANONYMOUS LAMBDA 

214-264-0222 | DdallasAl-Anon.org

BLACK TRANSMEN INC.
1-855-BLK-TMEN | BlackTransMen.org

CANCER SUPPORT COMM. | 214-345-8230

CODEPENDENTS ANONYMOUS
214-766-8939 (Dallas)
817-834-2119 (Fort Worth)
outreach@coda.org | CoDependents.org

FAMILY PRIDE COALITION | 817-881-3949
G.E.A.R (Gender, Education, Advocacy & 
Resources) | 214-521-5124

GAY AND LESBIAN ALLIANCE OF NTX
GALANorthTexas.org

GAY AND LESBIAN ANGER 
MANAGEMENT GROUP

469-328-1980 | Marial33@gmail.com

LAMBDA GROUP OF NICOTINE 
ANONYMOUS | 214-629-7806NICADFW.org

OVER THE RAINBOW | 214-358-0517

PFLAG-DALLAS
972-77-PFLAG | info@pflagdallas.org

PFLAG-FORT WORTH | 817-428-2329

SEX & LOVE ADDICTS ANONYMOUS
214-673-8092

STONEWALL GROUP OF
NARCOTICS ANONYMOUS

5910 Cedar Springs #116 | Dallas,75235

YOUTH FIRST
214-879-0400 | youth@myresourcecenter.org
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Girl on girls
Jenny Block figures it out

I’ve finally figured it out. I’ve spent much of my 
life pondering this question and recently the an-
swer revealed itself to me. It’s the question that 
many, if not most, humans contemplate: How do 
we know what the right relationship is for us — 
the one that will fulfill us, the one that will make 
us our best selves, the one that will last?

The answer is found in an integral part of the 
most common wedding vows

I take you to be my lawfully wedded spouse 
to have and to hold, from this day forward, for 
better, for worse, for richer, for poorer, in sick-
ness and in health, until death do us part.

Those are more than the vows we give to the 
person we marry; those are the promises we 

make, explicitly or not, to the person we com-
mit our lives to, even if the legal act of marriage 
is not involved.

The problem is that we fail to focus on the 
most important words. It’s easy to commit “for 
better.” It’s easy to commit “for richer.” It’s easy 
to commit “in health.” But what about for worse, 
for poorer, and in sickness?

The person you want to marry is the one 
who has no fear of those.

Unfortunately, we don’t always know if the 
person we’re committing to gets that … unless 
we ask. The part of the relationship that many 
people find the least sexy is the most import-
ant, making it, to my mind, the sexiest thing of 

all: communication.
When you first meet someone, you most 

likely experience them at their best while you, 
too, are at your best. That makes everything a 
little too easy. It isn’t until the shit hits the fan 
that you see a person’s true colors. But what 
if the wedding or the moving in or the commit-
ment happens before any calamity?

There’s only one thing to do — ask the 
hard questions and be ready for whatever the 
answers might be. What if I lose my job? Are 
you in for the lean times? What if I fall ill? Will 
you care for me? Will you resent having to 
do it? What if I gain a zillion pounds or lose a 
leg? What if all of my hair falls out? What if the 
worse me is the only me there is to have? Will 
you have me?

They’re hard questions to ask another 
person and almost as difficult to ask ourselves. 
The answers may land even harder. But if we 
don’t ask, we won’t know, and if we don’t know, 
we are walking blindly into one of the biggest 
decisions of our lives.

This has been on my mind for good reason. 
Lately, I’m seeing a lot of couples around me 
breaking up, marriages and other long-term 
commitments unraveling and tumbling down. All 
of them appear to have the same thing in com-
mon. No one asked the hard stuff, and when the 
hard stuff reared its ugly head, it was ignored or 
denied or otherwise cast aside, hidden or forgot-
ten until it couldn’t be ignored any more. 

Here’s the thing. No one wants to find out that 
their partner was only around for the money. No 
one wants to find out that their partner can only 
love them when they’re “on.” No one wants to 
find out that their partner has no desire to care 
for them when sickness darkens the doorstep. 
But I know one thing for sure: Finding all of that 
out before the commitment is significantly better 
than finding out after. 

Let’s say you didn’t find out. Let’s say you’re 
like these couples around me who didn’t ask or 

didn’t know or didn’t see. When you do discover 
it, there’s only one thing to do — leave. There’s 
no coming back from being wanted only for the 
perfect version of you. That isn’t the real version. 
And what you deserve, what we all deserve, is 
someone who doesn’t just tolerate the real us 
but who truly adores the real us, bad moods, 
empty pockets, stuffed up noses, and all. 

I knew my fiancée was “the one” when I 
landed in the hospital with a finger so swollen 
and black and infected that I wasn’t sure it 
would be mine for much longer. But she didn’t 
flinch. I knew my fiancée was the one when I 
moped around the house and cried for days 
when my daughter left for college. I knew she 
was the one when I lost my job and then one 
project and then another and all she said is, 
“I just want you to do something you love. 
Whatever that may be. No need to grab it until 
you feel it.” 

I knew my fiancée was the one when she 
said she loved me for all that I am, not in spite 
of it. 

I have a dog I am too attached to; a daughter 
who has left the nest; a family that needs me; a 
plethora of health issues. I like terrible movies, 
and I’m obsessed with crime TV. I wear my 
heart on my sleeve. I am an empath to the nth 
degree, wearing the worry of the planet and 
everyone living on it on my shoulders. I love 
beautiful clothes and shoes, even if I have 
nowhere to wear them. I have an art collection 
that thrills me. And, most importantly, I have to 
be by the water and in the sun. To me, I’m a 
clichéd mess. To her, I’m just right even where 
I’m wrong. 

Commit only to someone for whom you are 
just right. Not good. Not good enough. Not tol-
erated. But just right, for better or for worse, for 
richer or for poorer, in sickness and in health. 

Have a question about sex, relationships 
or life you want Jenny to address? Email it to 
GirlOnGirlsJenny@gmail.com.

ORGANIZATIONAL DIRECTORYOUTnorth
texas OUTntx.com

AIDS HOTLINE 214-559-2437

AIDS SERVICES
ABOUNDING PROSPERITY 
  214-421-4800 | AboundingProsperity.org

AHF DALLAS WELLNESS CENTER 
  7777 Forest Lane, Ste. B122 | 972-383-1060

AIDS INTERFAITH NETWORK 
AIDSInterfaithNetwork.org

AIDS OUTREACH CENTER
Fort Worth, 76111 | 817-335-1994 | AOC.org

AIDS SERVICES OF DALLAS
214-941-0523 | AIDSDallas.org

AMELIA COURT
1936 Amelia Court | 214-590-5647 | AOC.org

GREG DOLLGENER MEMORIAL AIDS 
FUND, INC | 972-743-6323 | GDMAF.org

HEALTH SERVICES OF NORTH TEXAS 
DENTON SOUTH CENTER | 940-381-2313
ELM STREET CENTER | 940-381-1501  
COLLIN COUNTY CENTER | 972-424-1480   
HealthNTx.org

LEGACY COUNSELING CENTER 
214-520-6308 | LegacyCares.org

LEGAL HOSPICE OF TEXAS
214-521-6622 | LegalHospice.org

NELSON-TEBEDO HEALTH CENTER
214-528-2336 | MyResourceCenter.org

NORTH CENTRAL TEXAS 
HIV PLANNING COUNCIL

Fort Worth | 817-321-4743 NoTexasAIDS.org

POSITIVE VOICES COALITION
Fort Worth | 817-321-4742 NoTexasAIDS.org 

PRISM HEALTH NORTH TEXAS 
214-521-5191 | PrismHealthNTX.org

RESOURCE CENTER
214-521-5124 | MyResourceCenter.org

RESOURCE CENTER FOOD PANTRY
2701 Reagan Street | 214-528-0144

UT SOUTHWESTERN AIDS 
PREVENTION PROJECT 

Dallas, 75247 | 469-291-2800

WHITE ROCK FRIENDS MINISTRY
214-320-0043 | WhiteRockChurch.info

EDUCATION
LEAP | 214-821-4528 | GLBTLeap.org

LGBTQA PROGRAM at UT ARLINGTON
Arlington | 817-272-2099 | UTA.edu/lgbtqa

OUT@COLLIN COUNTY COMM. COLLEGE
214-991-7851 | Out.Collin.edu

SMU WOMEN & LGBT CENTER
214-768-4792
SMU.edu/StudentAffairs

SPECTRUM
214-768-4792 | People.SMU.edu/Spectrum

UNT ALLY PROGRAM
940-565-2589 | multicultural@unt.edu

MUSIC
OAK LAWN SYMPHONIC BAND

469-616-0138 | Info@oaklawnband.org

TURTLE CREEK CHORALE
214-526-3214 ext. 101 | TurtleCreek.org

WOMEN’S CHORUS OF DALLAS
214-520-7828 | TWCD.org

POLITICAL
DALLAS STONEWALL YOUNG 
DEMOCRATS | DallasSYD.org

LIBERTARIAN PARTY OF DALLAS 
COUNTY | LPDallas.org

LOG CABIN REPUBLICANS OF DALLAS
LogCabin.org/Chapter

METROPLEX REPUBLICANS 
MetroplexRepublicans.com

STONEWALL DEMOCRATS OF DALLAS
 214-506-DEMS (3367)
 StonewallDemocratsOfDallas.org

STONEWALL DEMOCRATS OF DENTON 
StonewallDemocratsOfDentoncounty.org

TARRANT COUNTY STONEWALL 
817-913-8743 | TarrantStonewall.org

PROFESSIONAL
ALLIANCE OF DESIGN PROFESSIONALS

214-526-2085
DALLAS LGBT BAR ASSOC.

214-540-4460 | DGLBA.org
GLOBE | 972-308-7233 | FedGlobe.org

LAMBDA PRIDE TOASTMASTERS
214-957-2011
lambdapride@freetoasthoast.us

LEADERSHIP LAMBDA TOASTMASTERS
president-8631@toastmastersclub.org
4012 St. Andrews

LGBT LAW SECTION OF THE STATE BAR  
LGBTLawTx.com | 800-204-2222 ext. 1420

NORTH TEXAS GLBT CHAMBER 
214-821-GLBT | GLBTChamber.org

OUT & EQUAL DFW
Outandequal.org/dallas-fort-worthDFW@
outandequal.org

SERVICES
BLACK TIE DINNER, INC.

972-865-2239 | BlackTie.org

COALITION FOR AGING LGBT - DFW 
214-577-7976 | CFA.lgbt

DALLAS/FORT WORTH FEDERAL CLUB
214-428-3332 | DFWFederalClub.org

DALLAS GAY AND LESBIAN ALLIANCE
214-528-0144 | info@dgla.com | DGLA.com

DALLAS LATINO PRIDE
TexasLationGayPride.com

DALLAS SOUTHERN PRIDE
214-405-5475 | DallasSouthernPride.com

DALLAS TAVERN GUILD
214-571-1073 | DallasPride.org

GAY AND LESBIAN FUND FOR DALLAS
GLFD.org | 214-421-8177

HEALTH INSURANCE MARKETPLACE
Community Council of Greater Dallas
844-831-9600 | CCCG.org

HUMAN RIGHTS INITIATIVE of NTX
214-855-0520 | info@hrionline.org

LAMBDA LEGAL 
214-219-8585 | lambdalegal.org

SOS - SURVIVORS OFFERING SUPPORT
5750 Cedar Springs Rd. | YouCaring.com

TARRANT COUNTY GAY PRIDE WEEK 
president@tcgpwa.org | TCGPWA.org

SOCIAL
BATTALION MOTORCYCLE

BattalionMC.com

CLASSIC CHASSIS CAR CLUB
214-446-0606 | ClassicChassis.com

COUPLES METRO DALLAS
214-521-5342 | CouplesMetroDallas.com

DALLAS BEARS
214-521-5342 ext. 2943 | DallasBears.org

DAMN | 214-521-5342 ext. 1739 | DAMNmen.org
DFW FUSE| 214-540-4435 | DFWFuse.com

DISCIPLINE CORPS
214-521-5342 ext. 1731 | disciplinecorps.com

EAST TEXAS PFLAG
P.O. Box 130703 | Tyler, 75713 | 903-330-8901

FIREDANCERS
mikeykeith@cs.com | firedancers.org

FRISCO PRIDE
469-324-4123 | FriscoPride.com

GRAY PRIDE
GLBT Aging Interest Network |214-528-0144

IMPERIAL COURT DE FORT WORTH     
   careteam@icfwa.org | ICFWA.org

JEWEL | 214-540-GIRL | jewel@rcdallas.org

LEATHER KNIGHTS
214-395-8460 | LeatherKnights.org

LVL/PWA CAMPOUT
Rick: campout@lvlpwa.com | LVLPWA.com

MEN OF ALL COLORS
214-521-4765 | pulliam_preston@yahoo.com

NATIONAL LEATHER ASSOCIATION
info@nla-dallas.org | NLA-Dallas.org

ONCE IN A BLUE MOON
214-662-4706 | Once-In-A–Blue-Moon.org

PEGASUS SQUARES
214-444-9696 | PegasusSquares.com

POZ DALLAS | pozdallas@gmail.com

PRIME TIMERS OF DFW 972-504-8866
information@primetimers-dfw.org

PROJECT TAG (Tyler Area Gays)
903-312-2081 | TylerAreaGays.com

RAINBOW GARDEN CLUB
972-975-8622 | RainbowGardenClub.com

RAINBOW ROUNDUP - LGBT Families
info@rrup.org | rrup.org

REAL LIVE CONNECTION-TEEN PRIDE
469-666-7325 | rlc365.org

SAVVY SINGLES NEWS DFW
Singles.meetup.com/2049

SPECTRUM MOTORCYCLE CLUB
214-289-1179 | Spectrum-MRC.com

STRENGTH IN NUMBERS DFW
Groups.yahoo.com/groups/indallasftworth
dalmusl@yahoo.com

UNITED BLACK ELLUMENT
214-760-9718 | UBEDallas.org

UNITED COURT OF THE LONE STAR 
EMPIRE  | DallasCourt.org

VALOR LATINO | 214-540-4430 | ValorDallas.com

WOMEN OF DISTINCTION 
Twitter.com/WODDallas

SPIRITUALITY
AGAPE MCC

Fort Worth | 817-535-5002 | AgapeMCC.com

ASCENSION LUTHERAN CHURCH
Garland | AscensionTexas.org

CATHEDRAL OF HOPE
214-351-1901 | cathedralofhope.com 

CATHEDRAL OF LIGHT
Farmers Branch | 972-245-6520 COLight.org 

CELEBRATION COMMUNITY CHURCH
Fort Worth | 817-335-3222
Celebration-Community-Church.com

CELEBRATION ON THE LAKE
Maybank | 903-451-2302 | COTLChurch.org

CONGREGATION BETH EL BINAH 
214-500-8304 | BethElBinah.org

CROSSROADS COMMUNITY CHURCH
214-520-9090
CrossroadsCommunityChurch.us

DALLAS MEDITATION CENTER - 
   Sundays 5pm | DallasMeditationCenter.com

DIGNITY DALLAS
972-729-9572 | DignityDallas.net

EAST DALLAS CHRISTIAN CHURCH
214-824-8185 | info@edcc.org | EDCC.org

EPISCOPAL CHURCH OF ST. THOMAS THE 
APOSTLE | 214-352-0140 | TheDoubter.org

FELLOWSHIP OF LOVE OUTREACH 
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FIRST UNITARIAN CHURCH OF DALLAS
214-528-3990 | DallasUU.org

THE GATHERING PLACE
214-643-3250 | TheGatheringDallas.org

GRACE UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
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Hurst | 817-803-5941 | PathwaysUU.org

PROMISE UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST 
214-623-8400 | PromiseUCC.org

ST. FRANCIS ANGLICAN CHURCH 
214-351-1401
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972-233-7106 | UnityDallas.org

WHITE ROCK COMMUNITY CHURCH 
214-320-0043 | WhiteRockChurch.info

SPORTS
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DALLAS INDEPENDENT VOLLEYBALL  
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DIFFERENT STROKES GOLF ASSOC. 
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ALCOHOLICS ANONYMOUS LAMBDA 
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BLACK TRANSMEN INC.
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817-834-2119 (Fort Worth)
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FIND IT ALL HERE AT 

AMAZING
INTIMATE ESSENTIALS

Adult DVD, Novelties, Magazines

11311 Harry Hines Blvd. #603
Facing Joe Field Plaza on Joe Field

972-243-2707
Sun-Thur 10am-12am
Fri & Sat 10am-3am

WATCH ALL THE MOVIES IN OUR 
62 CHANNEL ARCADE

$8 FOR A FULL DAY PASS!

Feliz Navidad!

rtacos.com
3604 Oaklawn Ave. 

1-888-44-RTACO

Your Holiday Catering 
Headquarters

• Alexandre’s: Girls Night Out with Peggy Honea on Friday. Mi Diva Loca on Saturday. Wayne 
Smith on Sunday. K-Marie sings Broadway on Tuesday. Chris Chism on Wednesday. Spencer 
West on Thursday.

• Club Changes: The Divine Miss Divas Show at 10 p.m. on Friday. Wall of Food Show at 9 p.m. 
on Thursday.

• *S\I 9LÅLJ[PVU: Cowtown Leathermen Christmas Party at 4 p.m. and Mr. Cowtown Leath-
ermen Pageant at 6 p.m. on Sunday.

• Dallas Eagle: ,9:0*:: ¶ ( 9LK 9PIIVU (ɈHPY from 6-10 p.m. on Friday. United Court of the 
Lone Star Empire Investiture and First Fundraiser at 7 p.m. on Saturday. Beardance: Naughty 
Santa at 9 p.m. on Saturday.

• JR.’s Bar & Grill: Cassie’s Freakmas 2017 at 11 p.m. on Monday.
• Liquid Zoo: Steak night on Monday.
• Round-Up Saloon: Toy Drive and Tacky Sweater Contest hosted by Lost Souls Rugby Club 

at 5 p.m. on Saturday. Please bring unwrapped toys. Hard Candy Christmas hosted by Texas 
Gay Rodeo Association benefits TGRA charities from 7-10 p.m. on Sunday.

• Sue Ellen’s: Jingle Bell Rock with Miss Gay Texas State Mayra D’Lorenzo Lauren and Miss 
Gay Texas State at Large Contessa Piranha with food at 4 p.m. and show at 5 p.m. on Sunday.

• The Rose Room: Miss Gay Fire & Ice USofA 2018 starring Miss Gay USofA Roxie Hart and 
honoring Nina DiAngelo Miss Gay Fire & Ice 2017 at 10 p.m. on Sunday.

• Urban Cowboy Saloon: Karaoke from 9 p.m.-midnight on Tuesday. 
• Woody’s Sports & Video Bar: Gay Dodgeball registration event from 8-11:30 p.m. on Friday. 

Making the SCENE the week of Dec. 1-7

Scene Photographers: Kat Haygood and Chad Mantooth

Dallas Red Foundation says: 
Thanks for Giving

The Dallas Red Foundation held its “Thanks for Giving” event 
5o]� �� at the >est =illaNe’s �th Åoor :R`line 3o\nNe� presentinN 
the orNaniaation’s IenefiJiar �̀ 3eNaJ` *o\nselinN *enter� ^ith 
a Konation oM �������� +allas 9eK -o\nKation has Ieen raisinN 
M\nKs Mor JharitaIle Ja\ses Mor nine `ears� anK this `ear’s total set 
a record. For information on donating to Dallas Red Foundation or 
on IeJoTinN a sponsor oM the orNaniaation� ]isit +allas9eK-o\n-
dation.org or call 214-764-1180.
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-rienKl` staɈ at +allas >ooK`’s

.inKa is all sTiles at :\e ,llen’s

.ooK tiTes in the Na`IorhooK.ettinN reaK` Mor *hristTas at :\e ,llen’s

Miss Texas FFI 2017
>inner oM 4iss Te_as --0 ���� is (TanKa 5iJole� piJt\reK at leMt ^ith paNeant o^ner 3a`la 3ar\e anK 
4iss Te_as --0 ���� (t 3arNe 2ara -o__ 7aris� 7iJt\reK Ielo^ are� MroT leMt� first alternate 2\p 2aRe� 
4iss Te_as --0 ���� (TanKa 5iJole� paNeant o^ner 3a`la 3ar\e� 4iss Te_as --0 ���� (t 3arNe 2ara 
-o__ 7aris� first alternate at larNe -antasia anK seJonK alternate at larNe ,r`Rah >hite�

7o\rinN the NooK st\Ɉ at *eKar :prinNs Tap /o\se
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The T\esKa` 5iNht Tease at :\e ,llen’s

3ooRinN NooK at /a]ana’s

Besties in the Na`IorhooK.ooK tiTes in the Na`IorhooK *ool anK JolleJteK on The :trip

7als anK a p\p at >ooK`’s

3aKies niNht o\t on The :trip
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 Insurance

State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company, State Farm 
Indemnity Company, Bloomington, IL

Texas County Mutual, Dallas, TX1601560

Drive 
happier.

Join the millions who protect their 
cars with us. It’s one more way 
I’m here to help life go right.™

CALL ME TODAY FOR A QUOTE.

Scott Beseda, Agent
4411 Lemmon Ave, Ste 203
Dallas, TX  75219
Bus: 214-219-6610
www.scottbeseda.com

 Insurance Insurance

Attorneys 
who aren’t 
crooked or 

straight

,state 7lanninN ࠮ >ills 
Trusts & Asset Protection

LGBT Resources
Powers of Attorney

Advanced Directives
Business Law

*V]LSSWJ�JVT ࠮ ������������
���� 9H^SPUZ :[� +HSSHZ� ;? ���� 

 Law Firm

 Law Firm

Relationship and  
Individual Counseling
For Life Changes and Transitions

6750 Hillcrest Plaza Drive • Suite 304 
CALL NOW! • 214-497-6268
VISIT cynthialovelllpc.com 

Cynthia Lovell
M.Ed.,  L.P.C.

 Personal Care

Dining

Hard drive crashed, lost data?

Data is vital to your business. 
At Dallas Voice we understand 
that few plan for data loss. We 
access leading-edge hard disk 
drive data recovery technology 
using use the latest equipment 
and methods in recovering 
data from all kinds of media.

We Can Help!

Call Today! 214-754-8710

Computer Support

Call Greg Hutchinson, Agent
(214) 566-8143 - Cell

Remodeled 2-bdrm, 
2 bath home in Kessler Plaza.

Fresh paint. Gleaming wood floors. 
2 fireplaces.

Formal living plus den.
2-car garage. 2-car carport.

Near downtown Dallas 
& Bishop Arts.

2646 Alden Avenue, 
in North Oak Cliff.

$2,200/month rent. 
$2,200 deposit.

FOR LEASE

Nicely-updated 4 bdrm home 
in Old Lake Highlands.
Blocks from White Rock Lake. 
Easy commute to downtown.
Sparkling in-ground pool with spa. 
Covered patio. 
Flagstone sitting area.
Wood flooring. Large living area 
with fireplace. Remodeled 
kitchen. Sunroom. Porte cochere.
553 Aqua Drive, in East Dallas
$448,000

FOR SALE

 Real Estate

MarketPlace
Your calling card for LGBT Texas business

For  information on adverrtising, call us at:
214-754-8710 ext. 110. Visit us online at:

dallasvoice.com/marketplace

The Premier Media Source for LGBT Texas

MarketPlace
We�mindWe�mindmindWe�mindWe�
Need A Therapist?

Edward Richards
M.A., L.P.C.

3 Critical Qualities You Should 
Expect From Your Therapist!

A therapist who is non-judgmental & compassionate.
A therapist who participates and gives you feedback.

A safe environment in which to be open  
and discuss your feelings.

214-766-9200 • wellmind.net

Need A Therapist?
 Personal Care

 Employment



      12.01.17     █       dallasvoice      45

MarketPlace
Your calling card for LGBT Texas business

For  information on adverrtising, call us at:
214-754-8710 ext. 110. Visit us online at:

dallasvoice.com/marketplace

The Premier Media Source for LGBT Texas

ANDREW 
COLLINS

urban dallas 
oak lawn
uptown
turtle creek

AndrewCollinsRealtor@Gmail.com
214.668.8287

REALTOR

 Real Estate

Webb Chapel/Forest
Totally Updated. Inside LBJ  
and 15 minutes from Oak 
Lawn. Yard maintenance & 
alarm monitoring included.  
No pets or smokers please. 

972-241-2000

“Loryland” 
LUXURY 
DUPLEX

3/2/2
$1,750/Mo.

Webb Chapel/ForestWebb Chapel/Forest
 Real Estate

 Real Estate

 Real Estate

Keller Williams 
Realty

www.mrealtygroup.com
toddmaley@aol.com

Todd Maley

972-205-0636

LET’S MAKE A
DEAL!

Proudly 
Serving 

the LGBT 
Community

 Real Estate

*aSS \s tVday tV Änd V\t ^hy WeVWSe YeSy Vn

HGroup
214.659.3624

phil@hgrouphomes.com | www.hgrouphomes.com

Phil
Hobson
Founder/Realtor®

 Real Estate

Experience Counts!
20+ Years Supporting the Community
www.FantasticMoves.com

TX
D

M
V 

00
52

14
40

B

VOTED BEST MOVERS 7 YEARS & COUNTING

Fantastic Moves

10610 Metric Drive, Suite # 175 Dallas, TX  75243

 Moving

 Real Estate

MarketPlace
Your calling card for LGBT Texas business

For  information on adverrtising, call us at:
214-754-8710 ext. 110. Visit us online at:

dallasvoice.com/marketplace

The Premier Media Source for LGBT Texas

MarketPlace
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Across

 1 Strip in the locker room
 5 Sexual attraction, 

with “the”
 9 Don of game shows
14 David Hyde Pierce, 

to Yale
15 Actor Mapa
16 Homer-erotic tale?
17 Shakespeare’s foot
18 Not e’en once
19 LGBT brie�ng follow-up, 

for short?
20 Traditional Thanksgiving 

gesture by the president
23 Gielgud’s john
24 Passing fancy
25 Comedian who said that 

47-Across had turned 
Thanksgiving 
into 53-Across

30 Month for Kahlo
33 Warhol pal ___ Sedgwick
34 One of two ways
35 Shoot off another plant
37 One with �aming pants?
38 Stick it to
41 L’eggs shade
42 Loads of
44 CBS forensic drama
45 Those, to Gomer
46 Castro Street, on BART
47 President who 

Solution on Page 37

Let Us Heat 
You Up!

AIR CONDITIONING
& HEATING

Jade Air

SERVING THE LGBT COMMUNITY FOR OVER 20 YEARS !

JadeAirDallas.com
214.522.2805    
214.923.7904

PROMPT 
EXCEPTIONAL 
SERVICE!

SERVICE•SALES•INSTALLS
ALL MAJOR BRANDS 

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL
VISA, MC, AMX, DISC

TA
C

LB
0

1
4

4
7

2
E

Home Services

2528 W. Walnut, Garland 
(972) 276-0893

2528 W. Walnut, Garland 
(972) 276-0893

7 Day Rentals! $6 DVD’s!
$9.95 Head Cleaners. 

 Adult

 Adult

FENCE STAINING, INTERIOR/EXTERIOR,
TAPE, BED & TEXTURE

METICULOUS & ATTENTION TO DETAIL
POWER WASHING

469-471-8618
25 YEARS EXPERIENCE! 

SATISFACTION GUARANTEED! 
NEAT, CLEAN & RELIABLE

EDDIE’S 
QUALITY PAINTING

Home Services

 Adult

THE

PAINTER
Specializing In Interior Painting

25 Years Experience
Free Estimates

Extremely Meticulous
TONY R.

972-754-1536
TonyRThePainter@netscape.com

Home Services

www.MyFetWorld.com

A REAL Social Network For Kinky Minded People

 Adult

Perfect Agent
Perfect Home
Perfect Listing

All Found in the

MarketPlace

 Real Estate

WE WANT YOU!!

Dallas Voice, Texas largest Gay,
Lesbian, Bisexual and Transgender
media company is seeking a
seasoned Advertising Sales
Professional to join our team.
Candidate must be goal oriented,
self-starter who can build new
business.  Candidate will be
responsible for building print and
digital campaigns for companies
focused on the LGBT marketplace.

Strong work ethic with a focus on
customer service is essential.

Voice Publishing Company, Inc

REQUIREMENTS: Candidate must have at least two years sales experience combined
with strong communication skills and proven ability to build client relationships.
Email resume and cover letter to mantooth@dallasvoice.com

ADVERTISING
SALES ACCOUNT

EXECUTIVE

 Employment
MarketPlace

Your calling card for LGBT Texas business
For  information on adverrtising, call us at:

214-754-8710 ext. 110. Visit us online at:
dallasvoice.com/marketplace

The Premier Media Source for LGBT Texas

MarketPlace
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2017
Holiday
Weekend

Edition

Coming Friday,
December 22!

AD Space Deadline : MONDAY, DECEMBER 18!
CONTACT US TODAY! 
214-754.8710

1825 Market Center Blvd. Suite 240 | Dallas, TX 75207 
advertising@dallasvoice.com • dallasvoice.com

Across

 1 Strip in the locker room
 5 Sexual attraction, 

with “the”
 9 Don of game shows
14 David Hyde Pierce, 

to Yale
15 Actor Mapa
16 Homer-erotic tale?
17 Shakespeare’s foot
18 Not e’en once
19 LGBT brie�ng follow-up, 

for short?
20 Traditional Thanksgiving 

gesture by the president
23 Gielgud’s john
24 Passing fancy
25 Comedian who said that 

47-Across had turned 
Thanksgiving 
into 53-Across

30 Month for Kahlo
33 Warhol pal ___ Sedgwick
34 One of two ways
35 Shoot off another plant
37 One with �aming pants?
38 Stick it to
41 L’eggs shade
42 Loads of
44 CBS forensic drama
45 Those, to Gomer
46 Castro Street, on BART
47 President who 

threatened to only let one 
of the two birds go

51 Spamalot writer Eric
52 Bill written by Alice Paul
53 1982 Meryl Streep �lm
59 Think tank output
60 Hazard for Sheehan
61 Clothing designer Chow
64 “Lesbians ignite!” e.g.
65 Nathan of The Birdcage
66 Will off the set
67 Fuss over feathers
68 2000 gay �ick ___ and 

Charley
69 Result of getting rear-

ended
Down

 1 Figure skater Babilonia
 2 Home st. of Harper Lee
 3 Drag queen’s shoe
 4 Professionals on Six Feet 

Under
 5 Exchanges in David 

Kopay’s sport
 6 It’s sold in bars
 7 Dawson’s Creek type
 8 Illegible letters
 9 Pricking
10 It arouses you in bed
11 Button’s place
12 South Beach’s Miami-___ 

County

13 Jazz singer Anita
21 Siegfried’s partner
22 However, in verse
25 Gets hard
26 Bonehead
27 Sporty Mazda
28 Hail Mary path
29 Lover of Dali, perhaps
30 ___ Picchu (ancient Incan 

commune)
31 The Deep Six actor 

Zimbalist
32 Result of overzealous 

circumcision?
36 Withdrawn, like an 

eagle’s talons
39 Night school subj.
40 Like welcoming thighs
43 Dr. Montgomery of 

Grey’s Anatomy
48 Grand ___ Opry
49 Joan of Lesbian Herstory
50 Angular opening
51 Cole Porter’s “___ Men”
53 Gullible guy
54 Febreze target
55 Guitarist Townshend
56 Fiddler on the reef
57 The English Patient nurse
58 Land of Sinead 

O’Connor
62 Anais, who went both 

ways
63 ___ UP

Solution on Page 37

q-puzzle

Clemency at Thanksgiving






