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Dallas Red Foundation makes
record donation to Legacy 
Counseling

Dallas Red Foundation presented a check for
$57,000 to Melissa Grove, executive director of
Legacy Counseling Center, which includes Legacy
Founders Cottage, Homebase for Housing and
other HIV-related programs.

The donation was a 119 percent increase over
last year’s donation and is the largest DRF has
made since its founding in 2009.

In addition to the cash donation, DRF has been
working at Legacy Founders Cottage, transforming
the garden behind the cottage into a sanctuary
where patients can enjoy nature. The Legacy Gar-
den Project includes building a new, accessible
deck, installing new personalized pavers, as well as
redesigning and replacing the landscaping through-
out.

DRF has also replaced the tube televisions in all
patient rooms with new flat screen TVs.

“The eight year of Dallas Red Foundation has
taken the organization to a new level and we are
looking forward to continuing that,” said Cody
Lynch, DRF board president. “Our board of direc-
tors is looking forward to raising the caliber even fur-
ther for the 2017.”

Through the year, DRF raised money at its annual
Red Party featuring J. Sutta, drag performers, aeri-
alists, DJs and more. as well as the Miss Red Pag-
eant and Red in Wonderland.

DRF announced its events for 2017 that include
the second annual Miss Red Pageant on March 7.
Ruby City, a follow up to Red in Wonderland, but
with a Wizard of Oz theme, will be held on May 19.
The ninth annual Red Party on Sept. 15, will be on
the Friday night of Pride weekend.

— David Taffet 

Doughman: Berryman has 
returned missing funds

Dallas Tavern Guild Executive Director Michael
Doughman released a statement Tuesday, Nov. 10
indicating that the guild’s former assistant director,
David Berryman, has returned the full amount he
has admitted taking from the Tavern Guild’s ac-
counts.

Here is Doughman’s statement in full:
“We are pleased to announce that the entire

amount of money taken from the Dallas Tavern

Guild has been returned and we will be able to finish

out the 2016 year as originally planned. We appreci-

ate that David Berryman did the right thing and

stepped up to accept his mistake and has made

every effort to rectify that situation. We look forward

to putting this all behind us and moving forward with

a new, stronger structure for managing our finances

and maintaining a better oversight to avoid the pos-

sibility of this ever occurring again.

“I also want to extend a very special thank-you to

all of our partners, sponsors, members and benefi-

ciary agencies for staying firmly in support of our

mission, our transparency and our commitment to

the future. Many within that group have com-

mended us for handling the situation with fore-

thought, calm maturity and a steady focus to come

to the best resolution for all parties.

“We want to assure our community that the Dal-

las Tavern Guild will continue to create the best pos-

sible events and promote the best image of our

organization. We thank you for your patience as we

work through this and we pledge to do better in the

future.”

— Tammye Nash 

Thairrific closing until it 
has a new location

Thairrific, a restaurant on Throckmorton Street
specializing in Asian cuisine, will close in its cur-
rent location on Sunday (Nov. 13), according to
its owner, Danny Sikora. The restaurant has won
multiple Dallas Voice Reader’s Voice awards.

The restaurant has been open for more than
five years and its lease is up. Sikora said he’s
been on a month-to-month basis for several
months now. He’s been looking at alternative lo-
cations, both on and off The Strip. Several loca-
tions have opened facing Cedar Springs Road
over the past year, and he has been talking to
landlords about the possibility of taking one of
those spaces.

By city code, restaurants must provide more
parking spaces than retail stores. Also, restau-
rants require more remodeling than retail loca-
tions, including adding plumbing and grease
traps. That makes adding restaurants on Cedar
Springs Road a challenge.

Sikora promised Thairrific would return. In the
mean time, Thairrific’s staff will work at Zephyr,
the European-style cafe and bakery Sikora
opened with Josh Friedman on the corner of
Cedar Springs Road and Throckmorton Street.

— David Taffet
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•pet of the week / CHARLOTTE

Charlotte is a 2-month-old, chocolate-colored,
short-coat Chihuahua girl who is looking for her
forever home. She weighs about 2 pounds now,
and will never be a very big dog. So if you’re
looking for a lap-sized cuddlebug, go meet
Charlotte.

Other pets are available for adoption from Operation
Kindness, 3201 Earhart Drive, Carrollton. The no-kill
shelter is open six days: Monday, 3-8 p.m.; closed
Tuesday; Wednesday, 3-8 p.m.; Thursday, noon-8 p.m.;
Friday, noon- 5 p.m.; Saturday, 11 a.m.-5 p.m.; and
Sunday, noon-5 p.m. The cost is $110 for cats, $135 for
kittens, $150 for dogs over 1 year, and $175 for puppies.
The cost includes the spay/neuter surgery,
microchipping, vaccinations, heartworm test for dogs,
leukemia and FIV test for cats, and more. Those who
adopt two pets at the same time receive a $20 discount.

The Gay aGenda
Obituary

Donald Alan
Prince, 57, passed
away Monday,
Oct. 31, 2016, at the
Legacy Founders
Cottage in Oak
Cliff. Throughout
his final days, he
was surrounded
by loving mem-
bers of his family
and the caring

hospice staff. 
Don was born on Jul. 22, 1959, at Gorgas Hos-

pital in the Panama Canal Zone. He graduated
from South Grand Prairie High School in 1977, at-
tended UT Arlington as a Sigma Nu and received
his associate’s degree in visual communication
from the Art Institute of Dallas. 

Throughout his career, Don provided deft skill
in portraiture, painting, store merchandising and
floral design. More recently, he lent his graphic de-
sign abilities to companies like Michaels, TPN and
Mensa. 

Additionally, he was a long-time supporter of
LGBT rights, the Dallas gay community and HIV

research. Over the years, those close to him re-
member him working odd jobs as a florist or bar-
back on Cedar Springs and from his art shows and
holiday decorations at JR.’s Bar & Grill.

Don was preceded in death by his parents,
Donald Edwin and Virginia Louise Schoener
Prince.

He is survived by his sister, Dee Prince Moore;
sister, Kathy Prince Calhoun and husband Charlie;
brother J. Howard Prince; nieces and nephews,
Christopher and Kristyn Calhoun, Melissa Dahl
and Sean, Shaina and Sharleena Fewell; great-
nieces and –nephews, and his beloved toy schnau-
zer, Samantha.

A memorial service celebrating his life is cur-
rently in planning. For service updates, visit the
funeral home website at https://goo.gl/wfzijh or
the FB group created for him at
https://goo.gl/J7OA5m. 

The family extends heartfelt appreciation to the
staff at Parkland Hospital and the Legacy
Founders Cottage for their efforts and care. In lieu
of flowers, donations may be made in Don’s
honor to the Legacy Cares Counseling Center and
Founders Cottage at LegacyCares.org/giving/do-
nate. •
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   Have an event coming up? Email your information
to Managing Editor Tammye Nash at
nash@dallasvoice.com or Senior Staff Writer 
David Taffet at taffet@dallasvoice.com by
Wednesday at 5 p.m. for that week’s issue.

• Weekly: Lambda Weekly every Sunday at 
1 p.m. on 89.3 KNON-FM. This week’s guests
are from the LGBT Aging Coalition; United
Black Ellument hosts discussion on
HIV/AIDS in the black community (UBE
Connected) at 7 p.m. every fourth Tuesday of
the month at 3116 Commerce St., Suite C; 
Core Group Meeting every 1st and 3rd
Tuesday of the month at 7 p.m.; Fuse game
night every Monday evening except the last of
the month at 8 p.m. at the Fuse space in the
Treymore Building, 4038 Lemmon Ave, Suite
101; FuseConnect every Wednesday from 
7 p.m. For more information call or e-mail 
Jalenzski at 214-760-9718 ext 3 or
Jalenzski@myresourcecenter.org.

NOVEMBER
• Nov. 11: High Tech Happy Hour
High Tech Happy Hour, a monthly happy
hour social event organized for the
community by the TI Pride Network, 
is held at Mac’s Southside, 1701 Lamar St.,
from 5:30-7:30 p.m. For information 
call 214-567-0592.

• Nov. 11-13: Strength Conference for Men
Living with HIV
AIDS Walk South Dallas presents a weekend
of support, empowerment and education.
Seminars, speakers, breakout sessions, build
skills and leadership. Embassy Suites Dallas–
Love Field, 3800 W. Northwest Highway.

• Nov. 11: Jolene Decle exhibit
Artist Jolene Decle will be on hand painting
live from 8-11 p.m. at Chocolate Secrets, 
3926 Oak Lawn Ave. An exhibit of her work
will remain on display through Thanksgiving
from 10 a.m.-10 p.m. Monday-Saturday and
noon-7 p.m. on Sunday.

• Nov 11-12: Bruce Wood Dance Project
BWDP presents S/Xat 8 p.m. at City
Performance Hall, 2520 Flora St. Tickets at
BruceWoodDance.org.

• Nov. 12: LGBT Aging Summit, 
film screening
Councilwoman Ann Zadeh opens the
Coalition for Aging LGBT’s first Tarrant
County summit from 9:30 a.m.-3 p.m. at 
UNT Health Science Center, Carl E. Everett
Education and Administration Bldg, 
3500 Camp Bowie Blvd, Fort Worth. 
At 3:30 p.m., the coalition teams with 
Q Cinema and the city of Fort Worth Human
Relations Committee to host a screening of the
documentary GenSilent. Admission is free. 

• Nov. 12: Turtle Creek Cleanup
Turtle Creek Association will provide trash
bags and pickers. Volunteers should wear no-
slip shoes. From 9-10 a.m. Meet at the foot of
Beasley Steps on Hall Street at the Katy Trail.
RSVP for coffee and T-shirts 214-400-8546.

• Nov. 12: Leslie Jordan Uncensored
Leslie Jordan performs to benefit Legacy
Counseling Center at 8 p.m. at Majestic
Theater, 1925 Elm St. Tickets at
LeslieJordanDallas.com. 

• Nov. 15: Bridge Building Network
Panel discussion on awareness about the care
needs of LGBTQ older adults and the movie
GenSilent will be shown. 1.5 social work CEUs
available at 6 p.m. at The Senior Source, 
3910 Harry Hines Blvd.

• Nov. 15: Resource Center grand reopening
Resource Center holds a grand reopening and
dedication of it remodeled Reagan Street
campus at 1 p.m. at 2701 Reagan St. 

• Nov. 17: Dallas Holocaust Museum
Upstander Series
The Dallas Holocaust Museum/Center for
Education and Tolerance completes its 2016
Upstander Speaker Series with a presentation
by Mike Kim, author of Escaping North
Korea: Defiance and Hope in the World’s Most
Repressive Country, talking about his efforts
in helping refugees escape North Korea. 
The event takes place at the Communities
Foundation of Texas, 5500 Caruth Haven
Lane, with a VIP reception at 5:30 p.m., and
the event from 6:30-7:30 p.m. For information
call 214-741-7500.

•Nov. 17: Dallas LGBT Bar Association
Transferring real estate outside a closing may
involve gift tax, marital estate and other
problems. Noon at the Belo Mansion, 
2101 Ross Ave.

• Nov. 17: GALA Ally Awards
The Gay & Lesbian Alliance of North Texas
presents an evening to honor LGBT allies
including Mayor Harry LaRosiliere and four
city council members from 5:30-8 p.m. at
Hilton Granite Park Prairie Fire Lounge, 5805
Granite Pkwy, Plano.

• Transgender Day of Remembrance 
— Fort Worth
First Jefferson Unitarian Universalist Church,
1959 Sandy Lane Road, hosts a Transgender
Day of Remembrance event from 7-9 p.m.

• Nov. 19: Parents of Trans Youth Workshop
Youth First, a program of Resource Center,
hosts a workshop for parents and guardians of
transgender and gender-non-conforming
youth at Resource Center, 5750 Cedar Springs

Road. Topics include psychological aspects of
gender identity led by Sabine Rakos, medical
aspects of transition by Dr. Ximena Lopez,
advocating for trans youth led by Lou Weaver
with Equality Texas, and a panel discussion
with parents of trans youth. The workshop
will be held from 10 a.m.-3 p.m., and is
exclusively for parents and guardians of trans
youth. Admission is free and lunch is
provided. RSVP at
ParentsOfTransYouth.EventBrite.com.

• Nov. 19: Nutcracker Gaybingo
Monthly fundraiser for Resource Center takes
place 6-9 p.m. the third Saturday of the month
at Rose Room at S4, 3911 Cedar Springs Road.
Doors open at 5 p.m. For more information,
call 214-540-4458 or email
Bscott@myresourcecenter.org.

• Nov. 20: Transgender Day of Awareness

• Nov. 20: Transgender Day of Remembrance
— Dallas
Black Trans Advocacy — Texas hosts a
Transgender Day of Remembrance memorial
event at Legacy of Love Monument, at the
intersection of Oak Lawn Avenue and Cedar
Springs Road, from 6-8 p.m.

• Nov. 20: Transgender Day of Remembrance
— Cathedral of Hope
Cathedral of Hope, 5910 Cedar Springs Road,
will honor Transgender Day of Remembrance
at its 9 and 11 a.m. by commissioning the
church’s newly-established Transgender
Council, created to raise awareness of
transgender spirituality and other issues, and
by incorporating a litany of remembrance into
the day’s worship services. The church will
also sacred space in the Interfaith Peace
Chapel throughout the day for those
remembering transgender people lost to
violence and illness.

• Nov. 20: Strong Sisters Support meeting
Support for Collin County women living with
HIV. From 5-7 p.m. Meet at Starbucks at The
Shops of Legacy, Plano. RSVP
dianer_strongsisters@curentx.org.

• Nov. 22: LGBT Family & Friends Night
North Texas Gay and Lesbian Alliance
(GALA) holds its monthly LGBT Family and
Friends Night at Durkin’s Pizza, 8930 S.H. 121
(at Custer Road) in McKinney (in the Target
Shopping Center), from 5-8 p.m. The family-
friendly event includes networking,
socializing, happy hour and pizza, and
Michael Durkin donates 10 percent of sales to
GALA Youth. LGBT Family and Friends Night
is held on the fourth Tuesday of every month
at Durkin’s Pizza.

DECEMBER
• Dec. 1: World AIDS Day

• Dec. 1: World AIDS Day C.U.R.E. Awards
C.U.R.E. (Community Unity Respect
Education) marks Worlds AIDS Day 2016 
with an event at Noah’s Event Venue, 
2251 N. Greenville Ave., in Richardson. James
Lester, Marvin Green and Chris Bengston will
receive C.U.R.E.’s 2016 Open Heart Award.
Portions of the NAMES AIDS Memorial Quilt
will be on display. Auntjuan Wiley will be
keynote speaker. For information email
info@curentx.org.

• Dec. 1-3: The Laramie Project
The award-winning Lewisville High School
Theatre Department presents three
performances of The Laramie Project, the play
by Moises Kaufman that revisits the 1998 anti-
gay hate crime murder of Matthew Shepard in
Laramie, Wyoming and its aftermath.
Performances begin at 7:30 p.m. each night in
the LHS Stuver Auditorium, 1098 W. Main St.
in Lewisville. Tickets are $10 for adults and $7
for studets.

• Dec. 2: AIDS Arms 30th Anniversary
celebration
AIDS Arms celebrates its 30th anniversary
with a celebration including light appetizers
and beverages at 6 p.m. and a program at 
7:15 p.m. at Cathedral of Hope, 5901 Cedar
Springs Road. RSVP to info@AIDSArms.org.
For information call 214-521-5191.

Resource Center holds a grand opening of its renovated Reagan Street campus at 1 p.m. on Tuesday,

Nov. 15 with County Judge Clay Jenkins speaking. The hot meals program, food pantry and case

management will all be housed in the facility that was acquired in 1990.
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When LGBT community members

report domestic violence, the

response is not always helpful 

daVId TaFFeT  | Senior Staff Writer
taffet@dallasvoice.com

When Michael Petsch called the Irving Family
Violence Center for help, he was told someone
would call him back.

When no one did, he stopped by to ask for some
help. He was told no one was available.

Petsch, who was a victim of domestic violence,
did what many others don’t do. He sought help.
What he found were agencies that deal with do-
mestic violence but were unwilling to help. He
found police who showed more respect for his
husband’s veteran’s status than for that person’s
victim. And he encountered a Dallas County pros-
ecutor who began her case by telling him she
never prosecuted “a case like this before.”

In 2009, Petsch met his future husband, John, at
the hospital in upstate New York where they both
worked as nurses. John was in the Army Reserves
and had served two tours in Afghanistan: in 2007
as a medic and in 2008 as a nurse.

Petsch said he saw the first signs of PTSD in his
husband when they took a trip to the Adirondacks
and opened up to each other. As their relationship
developed and they spent nights together, Petsch
realized his husband was suffering from recurring
nightmares.

“He would have night terrors about the Taliban
standing over him,” Petsch said, adding that he’d
console John, who wouldn’t remember the dream.

“He was hostile at times, but as a nurse I recog-
nized it as a disease,” Petsch said. He said he en-
couraged John to get counseling, but when his
counseling session got to sensitive issues, he’d
stop going.

In 2013, Petsch told John he had gotten a great
job in Texas and was moving here. John came, too.
But since New York had just legalized same-sex
marriage, they got married before the move.

Petsch described his husband as someone who
would do things for him like warm his towel be-
fore a shower on a cold day. 

Counselor Dennis Hartzog who works with a
number of victims of domestic violence and sits
on the Mayor’s Task Force on Domestic Violence
said that’s not uncommon. Many people who be-
come batterers are charming. After violence has
occurred, they may use that to keep the victim
from leaving.  

Petsch described some of the counseling ses-
sions he attended with his husband.

He expected violent issues from the war to sur-
face. Instead, John talked about childhood issues
— his father beating his mother, staying in a safe
house, hiding in a ditch one night. Then he talked
about how he hit his sisters when he thought he
wasn’t getting the attention he deserved.

John also revealed stories about his Afghanistan
experiences — sleeping with one eye open be-

Ba eredtt



cause he was always in fear of an ambush, riding
in a convoy when one man in his car was shot and
fell on him, dead. He said he was fearful through-
out his tours of duty.

John’s motto when he came back was “drive
fast and take chances,” Petsch said.

Petsch said John knew how to control him just
by raising his voice. He added, “That made me
uncomfortable because I didn’t like to fight.” So
he would normally try to de-escalate the situation.

One night, Petsch said, he was resting because
he was having back pain. Then, “John came into
the bedroom, He looked at me weird and said, ‘I
want you to know I love you.’”

The next night, Petsch was speaking to his
mother on the phone and they got into an argu-
ment. John said something about his mother, and
“I asked him to stop and he got furious.”

At that point, Petsch said, John jumped on top
of him, hitting and choking him. Petsch said he
passed out briefly, and when he came to, John was
throwing things, hitting one of their dogs with a
coffee mug.

Petsch said he tried to call 911, but John
smashed the phone on the floor. “I thought he was
going to kill me,” he said.

Petsch said he ran into the laundry room to get
away from his
husband and
found his key
ring that held a
mace sprayer
laying on the
washing ma-
chine. “I told
myself this was
the end of my
marriage,” he
said, then he
used the mace.
John stormed
out.

Hartzog said
most victims of
domestic vio-
lence don’t end
their relation-
ships after a
first attack for a
variety of rea-
sons. Many
LGBT people
are afraid to ap-
proach mainstream service organizations for help
or they’re afraid of being outed, he said, adding
that those with a healthy support network are
more likely to leave.

“They have to believe they can make it out
there,” Hartzog said.

Petsch said after his husband left, he had some
ongoing problems, like someone using a key to
break into the house until he got the locks
changed. After one break-in, the Irving police of-
ficer who responded noticed one of the dogs was
acting as if he was injured. Petsch hadn’t noticed
that before, but his ribs had been bruised.

The detective assigned to the case, however,
wasn’t as sympathetic. Petsch described him as
judgmental. 

“He made it clear this was a joke to him,” Petsch
said. “One day he said to me, ‘If you’re so con-
cerned about it, why don’t you get a divorce, ha-
haha.’”

This was in 2014, more than a year before mar-
riage equality in Texas. Divorce in the state was
being held up by the Texas Supreme Court, which
was refusing to rule on a same-sex divorce case.

Petsch said he went up the chain of command
in the Irving Police Department with complaints,
and the officer who derided him is no longer in
the domestic violence division. A supervisor took
over Petsch’s case.

While direct contact with his husband stopped,
Petsch said he was still being stalked. On a num-
ber of occasions, he said, John followed him home
at night.

One night, Petsch said John cornered him in his
car in the Kroger parking lot on Maple Avenue.
When he called 911 for help, the operator told him
there were no officers available to respond. Four
hours later, he said, police called to ask if he was
alright.

Petsch said that was when he hired an investi-
gator to help him.

The case against John went to a grand jury;
Petsch said he testified before the grand jury,
telling them what he really wanted was for his
husband to be required to get the counseling he
needed.

Instead, the grand jury recommended that John
be charged with
attempted mur-
der.

When a
month passed
without an ar-
rest, Petsch’s in-
vestigator went
to the hospital
where John
worked. He ex-
plained that a
nurse they em-
ployed had a
felony indict-
ment pending
against him. So
the hospital
s u s p e n d e d
John, prompt-
ing John to turn
himself in to
Irving police.
But police sent
him home,
telling him to

go home and get his affairs in order, then come
back with an attorney. A day or two later, John
went through what Petsch described as a “walk-
through booking.” And without seeing a judge,
John was released on $2,500 bond.

Petsch tried to get a protective order to keep his
ex away from him. But while his case met all the
criteria to qualify for such an order, Petsch was de-
nied. When he asked the prosecutor why the pro-
tective order was denied, she refused to tell him,
saying only that she had “never prosecuted one of
these cases before.”

At the first hearing, Petsch said, he heard John’s
attorney tell the prosecutor — whom he had never
met in person — “We need to figure out how to
end this quick.” Petsch said she agreed, but when
he introduced himself to her a few minutes later,
she was quite embarrassed to realize he had heard
the conversation.
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Resources for LGBT victims 
of domestic violence

Families to Freedom
provides transportation to safety

972-885-7020

Genesis Women’s 
Shelter & Supporters

For people who identify as women

214-946-4357

Hope’s Door
Help’s families, including LGBT, 

with counseling and shelter

972-422-7233

New Beginning Center
Counseling, case management, 

legal advocacy

972-274-0057

Salvation Army domestic 
violence program

Emergency shelter, LGBT welcoming

214-424-7208

BATTERED, Page 13

Comprehensive 
HIV/AIDS management

STD testing and treatment

PrEP counseling 
and treatment

General adult medical care

Cosmetic - BOTOX® and 
JUVÉDERM®
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ACCOMMODATIONS

Hilton Garden Inn Dallas/Lewisville
 972-459-4600 | hiltongardeninn.com

The Homestead at 3218  
Crawford, TX | TheHomesteadAt3218.com
Private retreat for men 18+ | 254-486-0032

ACCOUNTANTS – CPA 
Aishman, Rick  PC | Phipps, Tom

3625 N. Hall St. #1250 | 214-520-7363 
Allen, Ron CPA   

214-954-0042 | ronallencpa.com 
Greer, Tom A., CPA 

214-998-0916 | tgreer@tomgreercpa.com

Leach, Ken CPA   
214-727-2187 | Kl1812@att.net.com

Lom, Mike CPA   
214-564-9932 | MikeLomCPA.com  

Sterling’s Bookkeeping & Tax Service
214-330-4682 | sterlingstax.com

ADULT ENTERTAINMENT
Alternatives

1720 W. Mockingbird Ln. | 214-630-7071 
Amazing SuperStore

972-243-2707 | amazing.net  
Club Dallas

214-821-1990 | theclubs.com 
Midtowne Spa 

214-821-8989 | midtowne.com

AIDS/HIV - SERVICES
AIDS Arms, Inc.

214-521-5191 | AIDSArms.org
AIDS Interfaith Network

214-943-4444 | AIDSInterfaithNetwork.org
AIDS Services Dallas

214-941-0523 | AIDSDallas.org
AIDS Outreach Center - Fort Worth

817-335-1994 | aoc.org
Legacy Counseling Center 

214-520-6308 | LegacyCares.org
Legal Hospice of Texas 

214-521-6622 | LegalHospice.org
Resource Center

214-528-0144 | myresourcecenter.org

AIR CONDITIONING & HEATING 
Jade Air          

214-522-2805 | jadeairdallas.com
Rescue Air Heating and Cooling

972-351-8307 | rescueair.com  

ASSISTED LIVING 
Alternative Living Choices

214-402-3552 | alternativelivingchoices.org

ATTORNEYS
Abrams, Warren 

972-960-9040 | WarrenAbramsAttorney.com
Bakker, Jens 

214-320-9870 | jensbakker.com
Burch, Lorie L.   

972-385-0558 | burch-law.com
Covell, Rebecca S.

214-443-0300 | covellpc.com
Hall, Stephanie 

214-522-3343 | ladylawsah.com

ATTORNEYS
Johnson, Stephen

214-373-3770 | johnsonprobate.com

214-528-3344 | adamseidel.com

214-528-6500 | robwiley.com

Olinger, Lynn S.
214-396-9090 | LSOLaw.com

Parker, Julianne
214-855-7888 | Bankruptcy

Pettit, Jack
214-521-4567 | JackPettit.com

Schulte & Apgar
214-521-2200 | PeteSchulte.com  

Van Wey, Kay L. Texas Super Lawyer
214-329-1350 | vanweylaw.com

West, Chad, PC    
214-509-7555 | chadwestlaw.com

Womack, Jenny L  PC
214-935-3310 | WomackAdoptions.com

BED & BREAKFAST

318-848-7776 | 

CATERING
Wendy Krispin Caterer

214-748-5559 | wendykrispincaterer.com

CHIROPRACTIC DOCTORS 
Cedar Springs Chrio. Tutt, Steven J.  DC

214-528-1900 | drtuttdc.com
Core Health Wellness -  Peay, Eric  DC   

214-219-3300 | corehealthwellness.com
Uptown Chiropractic - Lynne Auerbach DC

2909 Cole Ave., Suite 205 | 214-979-9013 

CLUBS
The 515 Bar

515 S. Jennings - Fort Worth | 817-338-0515 

COMPUTER SERVICES & REPAIR
Half Price Geeks

1-877-774-3357 | halfpricegeeks.com

CONSIGNMENT
Dulce Interior Consignment Showplace

214-219-5656 | mydulce.com

COSMETIC PROCEDURES
Advanced Skin Fitness

214-521-5277 | AdvancedSkinFitness.com
Horizon Aesthetics Vein & Laser

972-661-8884 | horizonlipo.com

Niroomand, Farhad  MD, PA
214-303-1102  | uptownderm.com

Vasquez, Jaime  DO, PA
214-528-1083 | vasquezclinic.com

COSTUMES – MASQUERADE 
Dallas Costume Shoppe

214-370-9613 | dcshoppe.com
Norcostco Texas Costume

214-630-4048 | norcostco.com

COUNSELORS – LPC
Stonewall Behavioral Health   

214-521-1278 | stonewall-inc.com

Uptown Psychotherapy
214-824-2009 | uptownpsychotherapy.com

CRUISES
CruiseOne Dallas (Doug Thompson)

214-254-4980 | bigDcruises.com

The Pauer Group, LLC (Randy Pauer)
972-241-2000 | thepauergroup.com 

DENTISTS
Boyd, Carole Ann  DDS, PC

214-521-6261 | drboyd.net
Terrell, Kevin  DDS, PC

214-329-1818 | terrelldental.com

DISC JOCKEYS
DJ Deluxe Productions

214-823-1424
DJ Music Sounds

469-222-6659 | VideoTransfer4U.com

EGG DONOR PROGRAMS
The Donor Solution

713-827-0301 | thedonorsolution.com    

ELECTROLYSIS
Dallas Electrolysis Clinic, Inc.

214-766-8939 | electrolysisformen.com
Hair Today Gone Tomorrow

682-593-1442 | htgtelectrolysis.com

EVENT PLANNING
Trifecta Event Management, LLC

214-414-0995 
trifectaeventmanagement.com

FERTILITY SPECIALISTS
Fertility Specialists of Texas 

817-366-1119 | LGBTfertility.com

FINANCIAL PLANNING 
Sherman, Judy S. CFBS

1111 S Main St., Grapevine | 817-366-1119
Turtle Creek Wealthcare (Doug Simmang)

800-680-6120 | turtlecreekwc.com

Walker, Brian, MBA, CFP, RICP
214-259-2232
prudential.com/us/brian.walker

FOUNDATION EVALUATIONS
Vannier Engineering 

972-867-9750 | vannierengineering.com 

INSURANCE
Alex Long Agency (Allstate)

972-570-7000
Allstateagencies.com/AlexLong

Campbell, Todd (Farmers Insurance) 
214-420-7500 farmersagent.com/tcampbell2

Health Insurance Marketplace 
Community Council of Greater Dallas
844-831-9600 | CCCG.org

Irvin, M. Angel (Farmers Insurance)
14651 Dallas Pkwy. #110 | 972-367-6200

Kelly, James
214-912-8830 | JKelly@FarmersAgent.com

Steven Graves Insurance Agency
214-599-0808 | stevengravesinsurance.com

Uptown Dallas Insurance Agency
214-871-3145 | uptowndallasins.com

JEWELRY
Aura Diamonds at the World Trade Center

214-389-2323 | DesignsByAura.com

LAWN CARE | TREE SERVICES
Maya Tree & Lawn Maintenance 

214-924-7058 | mayatreeservice.com

MEDITATION
Dallas Meditation Center - Sundays 5pm

DallasMeditationCenter.com

MORTGAGE – REFINANCE
PrimeLending

214-926-9583 | ronwatterson.com
Ramirez, Armando

214-263-5507 
mandoramirez.supremelending.com 

MOVERS
Fantastic Moves

214-349-6683 (MOVE) | FantasticMoves.com

NAIL SALONS
Nailicious Unique by Nature

214-559-3997 | nailicious.com

OPTICAL SHOPS
Fashion Optical

214-256-6006 | FashionOpticalDallas.com

OPTOMETRISTS
Dishman, Keith OD

4560 W. Mockingbird Ln. | 214-521-0929

214-522-3937 | 4414 Lemmon Ave.  
Oak Lawn Eye Assoc.   Atwood, Randy OD  

214-219-3393 | oaklawneyeassociates.com

PAINTING/HOME REPAIR
Cooper, Mitch

4919 Gaston Ave. | 972-935-8058

PASSPORT SERVICES
Passport And Visa Express

972-516-6600 | 

PET BOARDING & GROOMING
Petropolitan

Downtown 214-741-4100 | OC 469-930-9827 

PHARMACIES
Avita Drugs Specialized Pharmacy

214-943-5187 | AvitaPharmacy.com

PHYSICIANS & SURGEONS 
Daly, Patrick W. MD

3629 Fairmount St. | 214-526-3566
Philips, Kay L. MD

214-363-2305 | ddadoctors.com
Pounders, Steven  MD, PA

3500 Oak Lawn Ave., Ste. 600 | 214-520-8833
The Klemow Clinic

214-522-2222 | KlemowClinic.com
Uptown Physicians Group

214-303-1033 | uptowndocs.com

PROMOTIONAL ITEMS
TNT Promotions

214-213-7161 | tntpromos.biz

PSYCHOLOGISTS
SPIRIS Group 

214-443-7808 | spirisgroup.com

REAL ESTATE
Atkinson, Steve ABR – Dave Perry Miller      

972-733-5209
SteveAtkinson.DavePerryMiller.com

DeuPree, Joe ABR – Scottwood Realty
214-559-5690 | deupreej@sbcglobal.net

Durstine, George – Scottwood Realty
214-559-6090 | georgedrealtor@gmail.com

Hewitt & Habgood – Dave Perry Miller      
214-752-7070 |  | hewitthabgood.com

LaPierre, Paul – Centry 21  
214-564-7741 |  4saleindallas.com

Melnick, Susan – Virginia Cook
214-460-5565 | susanmelnick.com

Nall, Steve – Virginia Cook
214-500-0928 | virginiacook.com/steve-nall

Narey, Jay  ABR, ALHS – Keller Williams 
972-468-5462 | jaynarey.com

Scott, Danny Alan – Scottwood Realty 
972-588-8304 | DannyAlanScott@gmail.com

Stoll, Tim – Keller Williams
214-868-2959 | TimStoll@KW.com 

SHIPPING AND RECEIVING
The UPS Store® (Cedar Springs #3812)

214-520-0005 | theupsstorelocal.com/3812
The UPS Store® (Uptown #5022)

214-965-9226 | theupsstorelocal.com/5022

The UPS Store® (Meadow & 75 #0355)
214-692-7678 | theupsstorelocal.com/0355

The UPS Store® (Greenville #3699)
214-361-7353 | theupsstorelocal.com/3699

SURROGACY
3 Sisters Surrogacy

877-976-9483 | 3sisterssurrogacy.com

TAX RETURN PREPARATION
H&R Block

214-443-7895 | hrblock.com

TITLE COMPANIES
Republic Title of Texas, Inc.

214-528-8916 | republictitle.com

TRANSPORTATION SERVICES
Premier Essential Services, LLC 

214-718-7127 premieressentialservices.com

VITAMINS & SUPPLEMENTS
Sundrops Vitamins & Nutrition

214-521-0550 | sundrops.com
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ORGANIZATIONAL DIRECTORYOUTnorthtexas OUTntx.com
AIDS HOTLINE 214-559-2437

AIDS SERVICES
AHF DALLAS WELLNESS CENTER

7777 Forest Lane, Ste. B122 | 972-383-1060

AIDS ARMS INC.
214-521-5191 | AIDSArms.org

AIDS INTERFAITH NETWORK 
AIDSInterfaithNetwork.org

AIDS OUTREACH CENTER
Fort Worth, 76111 | 817-335-1994 | AOC.org

AIDS SERVICES OF DALLAS
214-941-0523 | AIDSDallas.org

AMELIA COURT
1936 Amelia Court | 214-590-5647 | AOC.org

GREG DOLLGENER MEMORIAL AIDS 
FUND, INC | 972-743-6323 | GDMAF.org

HEALTH SERVICES OF NORTH TEXAS 
DENTON SOUTH CENTER | 940-381-2313
ELM STREET CENTER | 940-381-1501  
COLLIN COUNTY CENTER | 972-424-1480   
HealthNTx.org

LEGACY COUNSELING CENTER 
214-520-6308 | LegacyCares.org

LEGAL HOSPICE OF TEXAS
214-521-6622 | LegalHospice.org

NELSON-TEBEDO HEALTH CENTER
214-528-2336 | MyResourceCenter.org

NORTH CENTRAL TEXAS 
HIV PLANNING COUNCIL

Fort Worth | 817-321-4743 NoTexasAIDS.org

POSITIVE VOICES COALITION
Fort Worth | 817-321-4742 NoTexasAIDS.org

RESOURCE CENTER
214-528-0144 | MyResourceCenter.org

RESOURCE CENTER FOOD PANTRY
2701 Reagan Street | 214-528-0144

UT SOUTHWESTERN AIDS 
PREVENTION PROJECT 

Dallas, 75247 | 469-291-2800

WHITE ROCK FRIENDS MINISTRY
214-320-0043 | WhiteRockChurch.info

EDUCATION

LEAP
214-821-4528 | GLBTLeap.org

LGBTQA PROGRAM at UT ARLINGTON
Arlington | 817-272-2099 | UTA.edu/lgbtqa

OUT@COLLIN COUNTY
COMMUNITY COLLEGE

214-991-7851 | Out.Collin.edu

SMU WOMEN & LGBT CENTER
214-768-4792
SMU.edu/StudentAffairs

SPECTRUM
214-768-4792 | People.SMU.edu/Spectrum

UNT ALLY PROGRAM
940-565-2589 | multicultural@unt.edu

MUSIC
OAK LAWN SYMPHONIC BAND

469-616-0138 | Info@oaklawnband.org

TURTLE CREEK CHORALE
214-526-3214 ext. 101 | TurtleCreek.org

WOMEN’S CHORUS OF DALLAS
214-520-7828 | TWCD.org

POLITICAL
DALLAS STONEWALL YOUNG 
DEMOCRATS | DallasSYD.org

LIBERTARIAN PARTY OF DALLAS 
COUNTY | LPDallas.org

LOG CABIN REPUBLICANS OF DALLAS
LogCabin.org/Chapter

METROPLEX REPUBLICANS 
MetroplexRepublicans.com

STONEWALL DEMOCRATS OF DALLAS
 214-506-DEMS (3367)
 StonewallDemocratsOfDallas.org

STONEWALL DEMOCRATS OF DENTON 
StonewallDemocratsOfDentoncounty.org

TARRANT COUNTY STONEWALL 
817-913-8743 | TarrantStonewall.org

PROFESSIONAL
ALLIANCE OF DESIGN PROFESSIONALS

214-526-2085
DALLAS GAY AND LESBIAN BAR ASSOC.

214-540-4460 | DGLBA.org

GLOBE
972-308-7233 | FedGlobe.org

LAMBDA PRIDE TOASTMASTERS
214-957-2011
lambdapride@freetoasthoast.us

LEADERSHIP LAMBDA TOASTMASTERS
LeadershipLambda.toastmastersclb.org

LGBT LAW SECTION OF THE STATE BAR  
LGBTLawTx.com | 800-204-2222 ext. 1420

NORTH TEXAS GLBT CHAMBER 
214-821-GLBT | GLBTChamber.org

OUT & EQUAL DFW
Outandequal.org/dallas-fort-worthDFW@
outandequal.org

SERVICES
BLACK TIE DINNER, INC.

972-865-2239 | BlackTie.org

COALITION FOR AGING LGBT - DFW 
214-577-7976 | CFA.com

DALLAS/FORT WORTH FEDERAL CLUB
214-428-3332 | DFWFederalClub.org

DALLAS GAY AND LESBIAN ALLIANCE
214-528-0144 | info@dgla.com | DGLA.com

DALLAS SOUTHERN PRIDE
214-405-5475 | DallasSouthernPride.com

DALLAS TAVERN GUILD
214-571-1073 | DallasPride.org

GAY AND LESBIAN FUND FOR DALLAS
GLFD.org | 214-421-8177

HEALTH INSURANCE MARKETPLACE
Community Council of Greater Dallas
844-831-9600 | CCCG.org

HUMAN RIGHTS INITIATIVE of NTX
214-855-0520 | info@hrionline.org

LAMBDA LEGAL DEFENSE AND 
EDUCATION FUND, SOUTHWEST REGION

214-219-8585 | lambdalegal.org

SOS - SURVIVORS OFFERING SUPPORT
2701 Reagan St. | YouCaring.com

TARRANT COUNTY GAY PRIDE WEEK 
president@tcgpwa.org | TCGPWA.org

SOCIAL
BATTALION MOTORCYCLE

BattalionMC.com

CLASSIC CHASSIS CAR CLUB
214-446-0606 | ClassicChassis.com

COUPLES METRO DALLAS
214-521-5342 | CouplesMetroDallas.com

DALLAS BEARS
214-521-5342 ext. 2943 | DallasBears.org

DAMN | 214-521-5342 ext. 1739 | DAMNmen.org

DFW FUSE
214-540-4435 | DFWFuse.com

DISCIPLINE CORPS
214-521-5342 ext. 1731 | disciplinecorps.com

EAST TEXAS PFLAG
P.O. Box 130703 | Tyler, 75713 | 903-330-8901

FIREDANCERS

FRISCO PRIDE
469-324-4123 | FriscoPride.com

GRAY PRIDE
GLBT Aging Interest Network |214-528-0144

IMPERIAL COURT DE FORT WORTH     
   careteam@icfwa.org | ICFWA.org

JEWEL | 214-540-GIRL | jewel@rcdallas.org

LEATHER KNIGHTS
214-395-8460 | LeatherKnights.org

LVL/PWA CAMPOUT
Rick: campout@lvlpwa.com | LVLPWA.com

MEN OF ALL COLORS
214-521-4765 | pulliam_preston@yahoo.com

NATIONAL LEATHER ASSOCIATION
info@nla-dallas.org | NLA-Dallas.org

ONCE IN A BLUE MOON
214-662-4706 | Once-In-A–Blue-Moon.org

PEGASUS SQUARES
214-444-9696 | PegasusSquares.com

POZ DALLAS | pozdallas@gmail.com

PRIME TIMERS OF DFW 972-504-8866
information@primetimers-dfw.org

PROJECT TAG (Tyler Area Gays)
903-312-2081 | TylerAreaGays.com

RAINBOW GARDEN CLUB
214-941-8114 | RainbowGardenClub.com

RAINBOW ROUNDUP - LGBT Families
info@rrup.org | rrup.org

REAL LIVE CONNECTION-TEEN PRIDE
469-666-7325 | rlc365.org

SAVVY SINGLES NEWS DFW
Singles.meetup.com/2049

SPECTRUM MOTORCYCLE CLUB
214-289-1179 | Spectrum-MRC.com

STRENGTH IN NUMBERS DFW
Groups.yahoo.com/group/sindallasftworth
dalmusl@yahoo,com

UNITED BLACK ELLUMENT
214-760-9718 | UBEDallas.org

UNITED COURT OF THE LONE STAR 
EMPIRE  | DallasCourt.org

VALOR LATINO | 214-540-4430 | ValorDallas.com

WOMEN OF DISTINCTION 
Twitter.com/WODDallas

SPIRITUALITY
AGAPE MCC

Fort Worth | 817-535-5002 | AgapeMCC.com

ASCENSION LUTHERAN CHURCH
Garland | AscensionTexas.org

BETHANY  PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
214-528-4084 
bethanypresby@sbcglobal.net

CATHEDRAL OF HOPE
214-351-1901 | cathedralofhope.com 

CATHEDRAL OF LIGHT
Farmers Branch | 972-245-6520 COLight.org 

CELEBRATION COMMUNITY CHURCH
Fort Worth | 817-335-3222
Celebration-Community-Church.com

CELEBRATION ON THE LAKE
Maybank | 903-451-2302 | COTLChurch.org

CONGREGATION BETH EL BINAH 
214-500-8304 | BethElBinah.org

CROSSROADS COMMUNITY CHURCH
214-520-9090
CrossroadsCommunityChurch.us

DALLAS MEDITATION CENTER - 
SUNDAYS 5PM

DallasMeditationCenter.com

DIGNITY DALLAS
972-729-9572 | DignityDallas.net

EAST DALLAS CHRISTIAN CHURCH
214-824-8185 | info@edcc.org | EDCC.org

EPISCOPAL CHURCH OF ST. THOMAS THE 
APOSTLE | 214-352-0140 | TheDoubter.org

FELLOWSHIP OF LOVE OUTREACH 
Fort Worth |817-921-5683 | FOLOchurch.org

FIRST UNITARIAN CHURCH OF DALLAS
214-528-3990 | DallasUU.org

THE GATHERING PLACE
214-643-3250 | TheGatheringDallas.org

GRACE UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
214-824-2533 | GraceUMCDallas.org

GREENLAND HILLS UNITED METHODIST 
214-826-2020 | GreenlandHills.org

HARVEST MCC
Denton | 940-484-6159 | HarvestMCC.org

HORIZON UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST   
Carrollton | 972-492-4940 | HorizonUU.org  

INTERFAITH MINDFUL MINISTRIES
Plano | InterMindful.com

KESSLER PARK UNITED METHODIST  
214-942-0098 | kpumc.org

LESBIAN & GAY UNITARIANS | 214-691-4300

LIVING FAITH COVENANT CHURCH
972-546-0543 | LivingFaithDFW.org

LUTHERANS CONCERNED
214-855-4998 | ReconcilingWorks.org

MCC OF GREATER DALLAS
Carrollton | 972-243-0761 | MCCGD.org

MIDWAY HILLS CHRISTIAN CHURCH 
214-352-4841 | MidwayHills.org

NORTHAVEN UNITED METHODIST  
214-363-2479 | Northaven.org

OAK LAWN UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
214-521-5197 | oaklawn@olumc.org

PATHWAYS UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST
Hurst | 817-803-5941 | PathwaysUU.org

PROMISE UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST 
214-623-8400 | PromiseUCC.org

ST. FRANCIS ANGLICAN CHURCH 
214-351-1401

ST STEPHEN UNITED METHODIST 
972-279-3112 | GBGM-UMC.org/StStephen

TRINITY MCC
817-265-5454 | TrinityMCC.org

UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST CHURCH 
uuc@oakcliffuu.org | OakCliffUU.org

UNITY CHURCH OF CHRISTIANITY
214-826-5683 | DallasUnity.org

WHITE ROCK COMMUNITY CHURCH 
214-320-0043 | WhiteRockChurch.info

SPORTS
DALLAS FRONTRUNNERS

FrontrunnersDallas.org

DALLAS INDEPENDENT VOLLEYBALL  
214-578-6206 | DIVADallas.org

DIFFERENT STROKES GOLF ASSOC. 
info@dsgadallas.org | DSGADallas.org

NORTH TEXAS WOMEN’S SOFTBALL 
214-632-8512 | ntxwsa.net

OAK LAWN BOWLING ASSOCIATION
10920 Composite Drive | 214-358-1382 

OAK LAWN SKI AND SCUBA CLUB
214-521-5342(X1769) | OLSSC.org

OAK LAWN TENNIS ASSOCIATION
OLTADallas.org

PEGASUS SLOWPITCH SOFTBALL  
972-879-7900 | DallasPSSA.org

RAINBOW ROLLERS BOWLING LEAGUE 
817-540-0303 | rainbow_rollers_league | @
yahoo.com

TEXAS GAY RODEO ASSOCIATION
214-346-2107 | TGRA.org

SUPPORT
ALCOHOLICS ANONYMOUS LAMBDA 

214-264-0222 | DdallasAl-Anon.org

BLACK TRANSMEN INC.
1-855-BLK-TMEN | BlackTransMen.org

CANCER SUPPORT COMMUNITY NTX
214-345-8230

CODEPENDENTS ANONYMOUS
214-766-8939 (Dallas)
817-834-2119 (Fort Worth)
outreach@coda.org | CoDependents.org

FAMILY PRIDE COALITION 
817-881-3949

GAY AND LESBIAN ALLIANCE OF NTX
GALANorthTexas.org

GAY AND LESBIAN ANGER 
MANAGEMENT GROUP

469-328-1980 | Marial33@gmail.com
G.E.A.R

(Gender, Education, Advocacy & 
Resources) | 214-521-5124

LAMBDA GROUP OF NICOTINE 
ANONYMOUS

214-629-7806NICADFW.org

PFLAG-DALLAS

PFLAG-FORT WORTH 817-428-2329

SEX & LOVE ADDICTS ANONYMOUS
214-673-8092

STONEWALL GROUP OF
NARCOTICS ANONYMOUS

5910 Cedar Springs #116 | Dallas,75235

YOUTH FIRST
214-879-0400 | youth@myresourcecenter.org
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John’s attorney offered Petsch $1,000 to drop the
case. Petsch refused, although, he said, he would
have agreed to a deferred adjudication had his
husband been required to get the medical help he
needed. Such an offer was never made.

In the meantime, the Dallas County District At-

torney’s Office subpoenaed Petsch’s medical
records for his back condition. They received his
entire medical record and uploaded the entire file
to the county website — including his birth date,
Social Security number and other private informa-
tion.

Doing so was a clear violation of federal law
guaranteeing data privacy and security provi-
sions to safeguard medical information. The fine
for willful neglect is $50,000. But the prosecu-
tor’s response: “I’m sorry, that was my secre-
tary’s mistake.”

While that was going on, Petsch began getting
notifications that insurance had lapsed and car
payments were no longer being made for a VW
he and John jointly owned. John had taken the
car the night he left, so Petsch had his investiga-
tor begin the process of repossessing the car. 

When the investigator couldn’t find the car,
Petsch told the insurance company he didn’t
know where it was. That report got to the pros-
ecutor, who decided that meant the car was
stolen. Petsch later got a statement from his in-
surance company confirming that he never re-
ported the car as stolen, but the prosecutor

insisted that the situation make him an unreli-
able witness.

“You’re interfering with my case,” she told
him. Then she dismissed the case.

In his divorce, which became final the past
February, Petsch finally did get a protective

order from the county, issued by the family court
judge.

Better in Dallas
Petsch was fairly new in Texas when his hus-

band attacked him. Despite having little support
here, he knew he couldn’t live with violence and
ended the relationship as soon as he could. Hart-
zog said he may have gotten more help if he lived
in the city of Dallas, especially from the Dallas Po-
lice, whose Family Violence Unit is LGBT-friendly.

The Dallas Mayor’s Task Force on Domestic Vi-
olence recommended — and Mayor Mike Rawl-
ings has signed — a resolution that says,
“Freedom from domestic violence is a basic
human right.”

Five agencies in Dallas offer help to members
of the LGBT community caught in situations of
domestic violence. (See side bar). Surprisingly, that
list includes the Dallas branch of the Salvation
Army, which set a national precedent for the or-
ganization by reaching out to extend help to same-
sex couples and transgender people who need
their services. 

Less than a year after his divorce was finalized,
Petsch is putting his life back together. In 2015, D
Magazine named him nurse of the year. He’s still
dealing with the financial ramifications of the at-
tack and its aftermath, but he knows he did the
right thing by ending the relationship when he did.

Petsch’s advice is to have a safety plan. 
“Don’t wait until it’s too late,” he said.           •

BATTERED, From Page 9

Michael Petsch was the only person able to get an

IV started on an infant girl named Brianna when she

had to be rushed to the emergency room to be

resuscitated. Now, every year on her birthday, her

mother brings her to the hospital to see and say

thank you again to the nurse Brianna calls her

“superhero.” 
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Vladimir Putin congratulates 

president-elect

MIchaeL K. LaVeRs  | Washington Blade
Courtesy National Gay Media Association

Donald Trump’s election as the country’s next
president has sparked sadness, concern and anger
among LGBT rights advocates around the world.

“We are devastated by this,” said Matt Beard,
executive director of All Out, a global LGBT advo-
cacy group. “It is an utterly shameful result.”

An activist from the West African country of
Liberia, shortly after Hillary Clinton conceded to
Trump, said the LGBT community in his country
is “very shocked.”

Douglas Elliott said from Toronto that Trump’s
election results remind him and other Torontoni-
ans of former Mayor Rob Ford who was, among
other things, recorded smoking crack cocaine
while in office.

“We still cringe,” said Elliott.
Canadian Prime Minister Justin Trudeau is

among the world leaders who have congratulated
Trump.

“Canada has no closer friend, partner and ally
than the United States,” said Trudeau in a state-
ment. “We look forward to working very closely
with President-elect Trump, his administration
and with the united Congress in the years ahead;
including on issues such as trade, investment and
international peace and security.”

The Kremlin in a statement said Russian Presi-
dent Vladimir Putin “hopes to work together”
with Trump “to lift Russian-U.S. relations out of
the current crisis, resolve issues on the interna-
tional agenda [and] look for effective responses to
global security challenges.”

Mexican President Enrique Peña Nieto said his
country and the U.S. “will continue to strengthen
their ties of cooperation and mutual respect,” even
though Trump has said he will build a border wall
for which the Mexican government would pay.

Marine Le Pin, leader of France’s far-right Na-
tional Front, also congratulated Trump.

“Congratulations to the new president of the
United States, Donald Trump, and to the Ameri-
can people,” she said on Twitter.

Sheherezade Kara, an activist who describes
herself as a “queer woman of mixed heritage,”
said Hillary Clinton was “far from the ideal can-
didate.” She nevertheless expressed shock that
Trump will become the next U.S. president.

“It’s truly chilling, when the world is already so
unsafe for so many of us, that the racists, the
misogynists and the bigots can stand up a little
taller, a little prouder and surer that the system is
firmly behind them,” Kara said.

Activists in the Middle East and elsewhere have
sharply criticized Trump over his calls to tem-
porarily ban Muslims from entering the U.S. And
on Wednesday, Nov. 9, Kara said the U.S. has
joined “the growing club of divisive, nationalist
forces worldwide.”

“I will be looking over my shoulder as I make

my way in the world,” she said.
LGBT people in the U.K. on Wednesday com-

pared Trump’s surprise election to the results of
the so-called Brexit referendum in which voters
supported the country leaving the European
Union.

“I’m stunned,” said Louise, a bisexual woman
who lives in London. “My immediate reaction
was just sheer horror and terror.”

Marc Brammer, who also lives in London, said
he is “really worried about the consequences” of
Tuesday’s election for his friends and family in
Pennsylvania and other states.

“It’s going to be a long four years,” Brammer
said.

President Obama in 2011 directed agencies that
implement U.S. foreign policy to promote LGBT
rights. He made the announcement on the same
day that Clinton delivered her landmark “gay
rights are human rights” speech in Geneva.

It remains unclear whether LGBT rights will re-
main a cornerstone of U.S. foreign policy under a
Trump administration.

Former House Speaker Newt Gingrich, who
could become the next secretary of state, and
Trump himself have previously said the so-called
Islamic State and other Islamic extremist groups
pose a threat to LGBT people. Vice President-elect
Mike Pence opposed U.S. efforts to promote gay
rights abroad when he was a member of the U.S.
House of Representatives.

“Internationally it is of the utmost importance
that a Trump administration stays actively in-
volved in furthering the rights of LGBTI people,”
said Boris Dittrich, advocacy director of Human
Rights Watch’s LGBT Rights Program who is
based in Berlin.

Other activists were far less hopeful.
“I’m afraid U.S. foreign policy will turn from

exporting equality to exporting hate,” Mariano
Ruiz of the International Day Against Homo-
phobia, Transphobia and Biphobia said on
Wednesday from the Argentine capital of
Buenos Aires.

Wilson Castañeda, director of Colombia Afir-
mativo, a Colombian LGBT advocacy group, de-
scribed Trump as a “bellicose president who won
because of hate speech and vengeance.” He also
noted Tuesday’s election took place months after
the Brexit vote and the impeachment of then-
Brazilian President Dilma Rousseff.

“Democracy has ended and with it the guar-
antee of rights of historically marginalized
groups,” said Castañeda.

Colombian voters last month narrowly re-
jected a peace deal that seeks to end Latin Amer-
ica’s longest-running war.

The agreement between the Colombian gov-
ernment and the Revolutionary Armed Forces of
Colombia specifically acknowledged the conflict’s
LGBT victims and called for their inclusion in the
country’s political process. Secretary of State John
Kerry was among the global dignitaries who at-
tended the signing ceremony that took place in
the Colombian city of Cartagena in September.

Maximilian Sycamore contributed to this article.•

LGBT activists abroad 
‘devastated’ by Trump election

A street vendor hawks a newspaper emblazoned with an image of Donald Trump with a clown’s nose, and a headline that reads in Spanish: “We’re screwed!,” in

front of the Angel of Independence monument, in Mexico City on Wednesday, Nov. 9, the day after Trump won the U.S. presidency. LGBT rights advocates around

the world have expressed dismay over his victory. (Marco Ugarte/Associated Press).
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The Human Rights Campaign on Thursday, Nov. 10, released a
statement expressing concern over reports that President-elect Don-
ald Trump is considering a transition team packed with virulent foes
of LGBT equality.

Among those reported to be under consideration is Ken Black-
well, a senior fellow at the Family Research Council, an organization
that the Southern Poverty Law Center has designated as a hate
group. He also serves on the board of directors of the Becket Fund
for Religious Liberty.

In addition to supporting measures to ban marriage equality,
Blackwell has said he believes being LGBTQ is a choice: “The reality

is, again … that I think we make
choices all the time. And I think
you make good choices and bad
choices in terms of lifestyle. Our
expectation is that one’s genetic

makeup might make one more inclined to be an arsonist or might
make one more inclined to be a kleptomaniac. Do I think that they
can be changed? Yes.”

JoDee Winterhof, senior vice president for policy and political af-
fairs at HRC, warned that Blackwell’s leadership role in Trump’s
transition team “should be a major wake up call for anybody who
ever had any doubt that LGBTQ people are at risk.

Winterhof said that Ed Meese and Kay Cole James are also re-
ported to have key roles on the transition team, and they, too, “have
been vocal opponents of equality and other issues we care deeply
about. The people President-Elect Trump picks to serve in his ad-
ministration will have a huge impact on the policies he pursues. We
should all be alarmed at who he’s appointing to key posts on his

transition team.”
Meese, a former attorney general, is a fellow at the Heritage Foun-

dation, an organization that asserts that laws protecting LGBTQ peo-
ple are “not necessary” and “weaken the marriage culture and the
freedom of citizens and their associations to affirm their religious or
moral convictions … .”

Meese supported Indiana’s religious refusal law, which was
passed under then governor, no Vice President-elect Mike Pence,
saying it “has nothing to do with refusing to serve gay people.”
Meese has also said that marriage equality “shows how the culture
has deteriorated over two centuries.”

James is president and founder of the Gloucester Institute. She
is also a former senior vice president of the Family Research Coun-
cil and a former director of the U.S. Office of Personnel Manage-
ment. She worked in the administrations of both George H. W.
Bush and George W. Bush. She has reportedly compared LGBTQ
people to drug addicts, alcoholics, adulterers or “anything else sin-
ful.” •

Lesbian office holders retained their 

positions and Democrats made a few gains

daVId TaFFeT  | Senior Staff Writer
taffet@dallasvoice.com

While Democrats nationally had a much poorer than expected
election night, locally there were some bright spots. 

• Dallas County voters gave Sheriff Lupe Valdez 57 percent of
the vote for her fourth, and possibly final, term in office. Valdez re-
mains the country’s only Latina lesbian sheriff. Currently, only 13
women nationwide serve as sheriffs.

• Both lesbian members of the Texas House of Representatives
were re-elected.

Rep. Celia Israel, D-Austin, won her election with more than
twice as many votes as her Republican challenger. She first won
office in a special election and was elected to her first full term in
2014.

Rep. Mary Gonzalez, D-El Paso, ran for her third term unop-
posed in the general election after defeating a well-funded chal-
lenger in the primary. 

• In Dallas, Democrats picked up one seat in the Texas Legisla-
ture. Victoria Naeve defeated three-term incumbent Republican
Kenneth Sheets for the District 107 seat in the Texas House of Rep-
resentatives. The district includes neighborhoods around White
Rock Lake, Lake Highlands and a corridor along east LBJ Freeway
into Mesquite. 

For eight years, District 107 was represented by Harryette
Ehrhardt, who championed LGBT rights in the legislature. How-
ever the district, which included parts of Oak Lawn during
Ehrhardt’s time in office, was gerrymandered to move Ehrhardt
out, but as Dallas County has become more blue, the seat has
flipped back to the Democrats.

• In Dallas County Commissioners Court elections, two LGBT-
friendly commissioners were returned to office.

District 1 Commissioner Theresa Daniel easily won a second
term with 64.5 percent.

John Wiley Price, whose district includes Oak Lawn and who

goes on trial for corruption in February, won 67.4 percent of the
vote. Price has been a staunch advocate of HIV care at Parkland
Hospital and for equality since first taking office in 1985.

• Dallas County voters elected Darlene Ewing to preside over
the 254th Judicial District Court. Ewing was formerly chair of the
Dallas County Democratic Party and is credited more than anyone
with turning Dallas blue.

• Judge Dennise Garcia did well in her race for Place 7 on the
5th Court of Appeals in Dallas County, where she received 59 per-
cent of the vote, and in Hunt County, where she received 64 percent
of the early vote. But she didn’t pull in enough votes to replace in-
cumbent David Schenck in the court that has jurisdiction over six
counties.

Garcia continues as judge of the 303rd Family District Court.
• Five Texas counties with major cities voted blue in the presi-

dential race: El Paso, Travis (Austin), Bexar (San Antonio), Dallas
and Harris (Houston).

El Paso was the bluest of the urban counties with 69 percent of
the vote going to Clinton, followed by Travis with 66 percent. Dal-
las was third with 61 percent. Harris and Bexar counties delivered
54 percent of their vote to Clinton.

Harris County gave Clinton her largest vote total in Texas —
706,471 — but Trump got his largest vote total in that county as
well — 544,960. Dallas was second in total votes for Clinton with
458,845. 

One suburban county in Texas turned blue this election — Fort
Bend County, southwest of Houston.

Three counties in the Big Bend and 18 counties in the Rio Grande
Valley voted for Clinton. The largest was Hidalgo County, which
includes McAllen.

Cameron County, which includes Brownsville, Harlingen and
South Padre Island, also heavily favored the Democrat.

Several RGV counties went for Clinton with more than 75 per-
cent of votes cast.

Clinton fared poorest in the Panhandle. In King County, she re-
ceived just 5 votes, or 3.1 percent of ballots cast. 

Overall, Trump won Texas with 52.6 percent of the vote. Clinton

homophobes named to
Trump transition team

some bright spots in Texas

TEXAS, Page 23
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Black Tie Dinner on Thursday, Nov. 10, distrib-
uted $1,245,000 to 16 local beneficiaries and the
Human Rights Campaign Foundation during a
reception at the Fairmount Dallas Hotel.

The Black Tie board also unveiled a new logo
for the annual fundraiser and announced that
BBVA Compass will be presenting sponsor for
the 2017 Black Tie Dinner.

Co-chair Mitzi Lemons said the Black Tie com-
mittee was “thrilled to announce our third-high-
est distribution in our 35 year history, and the
highest in nine years.” The event’s highest total
came in 2006 when Black Tie distributed
$1,350,000 to its beneficiaries. The following year,
2007, the event distributed $1,270,000.

“We cannot thank our sponsors, table captains,
underwriters and volunteers enough for their
contributions to this successful dinner for our
community,” Lemons added.

This year, Black Tie donated $515,000 of its
proceeds to the Human Rights Campaign Foun-
dation. Other beneficiaries and the amounts they
received were: 

• AIDS Interfaith Network, $41,714
• AIDS Outreach Center, $44,039
• AIDS Services of Dallas, $50,514
• Cathedral of Hope, $45,766
• Celebration Community Church, $47,514
• Congregation Beth El Binah, $43,289
• Equality Texas Foundation, $43,414
• Lambda Legal, $52,156
• Legacy Counseling Center, $44,689
• Legal Hospice of Texas, $42,292
• Northaven United Methodist Church, $46,827

• Resource Center, $58,243
• Turtle Creek Chorale, $41,164
• Uptown Players, $45,147
• The Women’s Chorus of Dallas, $40,640
• Promise House, $42,591
The new logo and branding, developed pro

bono by TracyLocke advertising agency working
with marketing committee co-chairs Brad Pritch-
ett and Aaron Wolfe, “honor Black Tie’s history
of aiding those in need and reaching the broadest
of people while giving the organization a fresh,
new look focused on vibrancy, versatility and ex-
pressiveness,” Black Tie Dinner Co-Chair Nathan
Robbins said.

“It was time for a facelift and we believe our
new brand will inject even more life into our or-
ganization while helping us attract a larger audi-
ence of LGBT supporters,” Lemons added.

BBVA Compass Director of Corporate Reputa-
tion and Responsibility Reymundo Ocanas noted
that his bank has been “a long-time supporter of
Black Tie Dinner because of the significant im-
pact it makes to both local and national organi-
zations who are committed to making the future
better and brighter for the LGBT community.”

He added, “I am thrilled at BBVA Compass’
recent announcement that the bank will become
the presenting sponsor of the 2017 Black Tie Din-
ner.”

Robbins said the Black Tie committee is “be-
yond excited” to have BBVA Compass as the
2017 presenting sponsor, adding, “This level of
engagement from them, at both the local and na-
tional level, will help us in many ways, most im-
portantly in helping us raise money for all of our
beneficiaries.” •

Black Tie distributes largest total in 9 years

2017 Black Tie Dinner Co-Chairs David Gifford-Robinson, below left, and Nathan Robbins. 

(David Taffet/Dallas Voice)













The 2016 LifeWalk, held in October, raised
$551,094, organizers announced at a wrap party
held Wednesday night, Nov. 9, to celebrate the
event

LifeWalk organizers gave special recognition to
the Green Team, celebrating its 25th year partici-
pating in the event. This year the team raised

$42,305 to bring its 25-year total to $315,000.
Team Clover, marking its fourth year, raised

$76,900 for a four-year total of $243,000.
Guys and Dolls participated in its 20th LifeWalk

this year, raising $83,674, for a 20-year total just a
few thousand dollars short of $1 million.

The 2016 Hearts and Hands Award went to

David Hearn, who founded the Greg Dollgener
Memorial AIDS Fund, in memory of his partner.
The fund distributes emergency funds to cover ex-
penses other AIDS agencies can’t, such as utility
or repair bills, to help keep people with HIV
healthy.

Best New Business teams included MAC and

Spectracorp. Female impersonator Linze Serrell
(aka Bill Lindsey) won Best New Walker and Top
Individual fundraiser.

The 2017 co-chairs for LifeWalk will be Kate
Scott and Ashley Innes and the event will take
place on Oct. 1. •

— David Taffet

LifeWalk announces total, hands out awards

TEXAS, From Page 15

Victoria  Naeve Tracy Murphree Lupe Valdez
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received 43.4 percent of the vote in Texas — a marked improvement
for Democrats in Texas. In 2012, Mitt Romney won the state with 57
percent to Barack Obama’s 41 percent.

• In Denton County, Tracy Murphree received 80 percent of the
vote against a Libertarian candidate in their race for sheriff. 

During his primary, in which Murphree unseated the incumbent

sheriff, the Republican wrote on Facebook, “All I can say is this: If
my little girl is in a public women’s restroom and a man, regardless
of how he may identify, goes into the bathroom, he will then identify
as a John Doe until he wakes up in whatever hospital he may be
taken to. Your identity does not trump my little girl’s safety. I identify
as an overprotective father that loves his kids and would do any-

thing to protect them.”
That post inspired former Denton City Council candidate Amber

Briggle to come out as a parent of a trans child.
Briggle served as a grand marshal in the Tarrant County Pride Pa-

rade in Fort Worth last month and continues to staunchly advocate
for her transgender 8-year-old. •



What?
How?
Why?
Shocked, devastated, heartbroken, angry, sad,

discouraged, exhausted. 
This just can’t be our country. How can we live

here now? Where can we go? Should we leave our
country or stay?

The feelings and questions flowed with the
tears. Despair. Difficulty focusing. It feels like the
sudden loss of a loved one.

How can we go on?
But then we think about the bigger picture.  We

cannot yield to the forces of anger, bitterness,
vengeance and vile language used by Trump and
his supporters. Denial won’t work long term. The
blame game won’t change the results.  

We need to find support and strength to survive
the next days, months and years.  It is fitting that
the slogans of the Clinton campaign should be-
come our mantra. Yes, we are “Stronger Together”
and yes,  “Love Trumps Hate.”

Tuesday night as the results confirmed the
awful reality that we lost, Vivienne and I remem-
bered how we felt in 1980 when Ronald Reagan
beat Jimmy Carter. We successfully stayed in rela-
tive denial until the night before his Inauguration.
It was Monday, Jan. 19, 1981, and we both had the
flu.

Reagan family friend Frank Sinatra had organ-
ized a pre-inaugural show for the First Couple. We
watched it, lying on the couch, while sobbing and
passing a tissue box and a pan of brownies back
and forth to each other.  

Our actions sound comical now, but the LGBT
rights movement was a far “younger” movement
then and few legal rights had been won. We were
just organizing politically and wondered what the
setback would mean.

Worse yet, almost half of the DFW LGBT com-
munity had voted for Reagan. We were not polit-

ically unified, nor
had we become an
integral part of the
Democratic Party
because they were
still cautiously con-
sidering us. 

We will survive
Trump because of
the progress to-
wards equality we
have made since
1981. Because of 35

years of hard work, we are not starting from the
same position. 

The Supreme Court impact is the worst of
course. We’re still trying to get our heads around
that one. 

Perhaps this quote might be helpful: The
French philosopher Albert Camus wrote,
“In the depth of winter, I finally learned
that within me there lay an invincible
summer.”

We need to reach out, comfort and
support each other. Then we must be-
come more involved, ensure that those
people attacked and disparaged during
the Trump campaign are protected and
the rights and welfare of all are secured. 

Finally, we need to change our country
at a very basic level. We can do this in our
personal lives. We all need to see the
common humanity in others, and just

share and practice our basic values of goodness. 
If we need to demonstrate or to march, we will

march.  
We can learn from our DFW LGBT commu-

nity’s rich history and ensure the lessons we
learned are not lost to the next generation.

So, let it be of some comfort: We survived
Nixon, Reagan and the Bushes and now we’ll sur-
vive Trump. •

Vivienne Armstrong and Louise Young have been a
couple since they met at Colorado University — Boul-
der in 1971 and have devoted their entire adult lives to
LGBT activism, including playing roles in the founding
of North Texas’ premiere LGBT organizations. Louise
Young also played a key role in the formation of the
LGBT employee resource group at Texas Instruments,
and later at Raytheon.

• commUNITY voices

24 dallasvoice.com • 11.11.16

Phone  214-754-8710  n Fax  214-969-7271
1825 Market Center Blvd., Ste. 240, Dallas, Texas 75207
Hours: Weekdays 9 a.m.–5 p.m. • dallasvoice.com

administration
Leo Cusimano Publisher  l  114
Terry Thompson President  l  116
Jesse Arnold Office Manager  l  110

editorial
Tammye Nash Managing Editor  l  113
Arnold Wayne Jones Executive Editor Life+Style  l  129
David Taffet Senior Staff  Writer  l  125
Contributors: Chris Azzopardi, Jenny Block, J. Denton 
Bricker, Alicia Chang, Lawrence Ferber, Hardy Haberman, 
Shelley Hamilton, Scott Huffman, Lisa Keen, Cassie Nova, 
Brent Paxton, Mikey Rox, Howard Lewis Russell, 
James Russell, Terri Schlichenmeyer, Leslie McMurray, 
Mathew Shaw, Mark Stokes, Jef Tingley, 
David Webb, Casey Williams
Photographers: Kat Haygood, Chuck Marcelo, Cassie Quinn

advertising
Chad Mantooth Advertising Director  l  131
Kris Martin  Advertising Account Manager  l  115
Jesse Arnold MarketPlace Manager  l  110
Stephen Mobley MarketPlace Sales  l  123

National Advertising Representative
Rivendell Media Inc.  908-232-2021

art
Kevin Thomas Art Director I  119
Chuck Miller Graphic Designer I  132

multimedia
Stephen Mobley Social Media Manager  l  123
Israel Luna Video Producer
Brian Kennedy Video Producer
Brad Pritchett DVtv Host

circulation
Linda Depriter Circulation Director  l  120

affiliations/memberships
Associated Press - Associate Member              
National Lesbian and Gay Journalists Association
Houston Press Club
Certified LGBT Business Enterprise

©2016 Voice Publishing Company, Inc. All rights reserved. Reprint
rights are available only by written consent of the publisher 
or managing editor.

Dallas Voice is published weekly on Fridays.  Additional copies of
Dallas Voice may be purchased for $1 each, payable in advance at 
the Dallas Voice office.  Dallas Voice may be distributed only by 
Dallas Voice authorized independent contractors or distributors. 
No person may, without prior written permission of Voice Publishing,
take more than one copy of each Dallas Voice weekly issue.

Subscriptions via First Class Mail are available: Three months 
(13 consecutive issues), $65. Six months (26 consecutive issues),
$85. One year (52 consecutive issues), $130. Contact Dallas Voice
at 214-754-8710 x110.

Paid advertising copy represents the claim(s) of the advertiser.
Bring inappropriate claims to the attention of the publisher. 
Dallas Voice reserves the right to enforce its own judgments
regarding the suitability of advertising copy, illustrations and/or
photographs.

Unsolicited manuscripts are accepted by email only. To obtain a 
copy of our guidelines for contributors, send a request by email 
to editor@dallasvoice.com.

Visit the CommuniTEA page at DallasVoice.com to read responses to

the presidential election from Dallas Voice Contributing Columnists

Hardy Haberman and Leslie McMurray.

Election 2016
Our thoughts on the day after 

the 2016 Presidential election





Croon
prince

Balladeer Michael Buble talks 

about his music and his gay fans
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interview
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Dallas Voice: In 2010, you performed on a stage

you deemed “phallic” because it resembled a

penis. Then, a gay man threw you his keys,

and you were not shy about bending over and

picking them up.  Buble: I remember! That was a
guy named Paul O’Grady, and he’s very famous
in the U.K. He does an act where he dresses up
as a woman, who is also very famous, almost like
Dame Edna. He’s a sweetie pie. I was so happy
that he did that that night because it just gave me
so much.

How would you describe the affection for you

from the gay community?  The truth is, I don’t
think I could’ve given them as much joy as they’ve
given me. I’m in a business where, as you can
imagine, I’m surrounded by the gay community. I
mean, that’s just my life. I’m an artist, and so I’m
surrounded by other artists. And everyone from
my hair stylist who lives with me on the road to
[my stylist] Jeff Kim, who puts me in my suits
every day — I mean, god, the question isn’t who’s
gay? The question is, who isn’t? And by the way,
the ones that seem the most macho, they’re prob-
ably gay. 

Now would be a good time to talk about how

your wife, Luisana Lopilato, thought you were

gay when she first met you.  Yes, she walked in
this room with a man, and the man was so good
lookin’ that he made Brad Pitt look dumpy, so I as-
sumed they were together. I naturally assumed
that this was her boyfriend or her husband, so I
refused to hit on her. And listen, it didn’t help that
she didn’t speak English either at the time. Not a
word. But the more I drank that night, the more
brazen I got about trying to find out what the situa-
tion was between them. Finally, after two hours —
and I don’t know how many shots and glasses of
whiskey — I finally said, [in a drunken slur], “You
guys are such a beautiful couple,” and he said,
“We’re not together.” He said, “She came be-
cause she likes you.” And at the same time, she
was on the phone texting her mom saying, “Oh
my god, Michael Bublé is all over my friend. He’s
so gay.” 

She knows you’re straight now, right?  [Laughs] I
assume so. I mean, after the kids. Also, I assume
she thinks I’m not gay when every night I say,
“Mmmmm?!” and she says, “No, I have a
headache.”

You recently donated items that were auctioned

off to benefit the Stonewall National Monu-

ment.  To be honest, I’m doing more because of
[my publicist] Liz Rosenberg. There’s something I
have in the works. There’s the Harvey Milk High
School that she was talking about here in New
York, and I want to help there, too. Listen, I love
being able to spout words, but sometimes you
gotta put your money where your mouth is. [Liz]
said, “Should I call your manager to find out if he
thinks it’s OK?” So she called my manager and
my manager said, “Why are you asking me? Of
course!” 

How long before there was a pic of you sugges-

tively eating corn on the cob did you become

aware of your gay following?  I think it was
hours. Hours! You know, that day I took my god-
son, my best friend and his wife to Disneyland,
and I was looking after him because he’s a little
guy. He’s 4 years old and he had this corn, and
butter was everywhere. So, I was trying to help
him with napkins, and then I grab mine and it was
dripping… and my first thought was… oh god, you
know what I mean. It was just the worst timing
ever. The truth is, I had fun with it. There are so
many terrible things you could do to land in the
press or go viral with, and if that’s the worst thing,
then you know what, I just gotta laugh at myself. 

But seriously: When did you know you had a

gay following?  Listen, I’m not Madonna. I don’t
look out and see thousands of gay couples out at
the shows, but even at the start, man, when I
played the Blue Note [a jazz club in Greenwich
Village]. I’ll tell you the honest truth: I played the
Blue Note 16 years ago, and the other night I had
a show there, and I’m still close with one of the
first fans I ever had in America. Forget about the
world. In America. And his name is Johnny Blue
Note, and he’s about 6-foot-5, a New Yorker with
a huge personality, and he’s beautiful. I got senti-
mental the other night. I did a big radio show to
open up the record, and I looked into this little, inti-
mate club, and there was Johnny Blue Note. And I
got sentimental. I talked about [him] during the
show. 

So, I think from the very start there was Johnny. That
was my first ever gig, and one of my greatest fans
and harshest critics was Johnny. He was my foray
into my relationship with the gay community and
me as an entertainer. Even before my music di-
rector was Alan Chang, there was Bryant Olender
and Bryant is this really smart, funny, talented,
slutty, very gay musical director. 

Editor’s note: We interviewed Michael Buble before the 

announcement last week that his oldest son had been 

diagnosed with cancer. Our thoughts are with the Buble family.

• CROON Page 33

Y
ou know what I’ll be Googling tonight: Bublé, gay, queer, all that stuff,” says Michael Bublé one
recent afternoon, after being informed that said search terms render colorful results. 
All you lovers, though, needn’t search beyond the dreamy crooner’s recently released album,

Nobody But Me, and its 10 feel-good tunes, including several new originals and reimagined classics
gleaned from the Great American Songbook. 

Love, naturally, is featured prominently on Bublé’s ninth studio album, as well as in our recent
chat, during which the affable ally spoke about the “joy” the LGBT community has brought him and
the importance of standing up for queer issues. And no, not solely because he’s a staunch LGBT-
rights advocate — when his kids grow up and read this interview, he says it’s important to him that
they feel “proud.” •

— Chris Azzopardi
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Sean Griffin got lucky at the
movies. Like, literally, his entire
life was shaped by flicks of cel-
luloid racing past his eyes. 

“All of my earliest memories
are related to movies,” he says.
“My first conscious memory is
holding my dad’s hand walking
down the sidewalk knowing
that I was about to go see The
Jungle Book and being excited as
all get out.”

He recalls traumatic mo-
ments as a kid — at the drive-in
with his parents, waking just in
time to observe some horrific
violence — as well as some his-
toric ones — watching Gone
with the Wind the first time it
was broadcast on network tele-
vision.

“Movies were on the TV all
the time while I’d play with my
Hot Wheels or Matchbox cars in
my bedroom, so I kinda soaked
up motion pictures without re-
alizing it,” he says. He discov-
ered books about Hitchcock,
and the idea that there were
scholarly works about filmmak-
ers rocked his world. “From then on, I was
hooked.”

Griffin became more than a movie buff,
though. He earned his Masters and his Ph.D.
from the University of Southern California, and
started teaching at SMU in the fall
of 2000, where he’s now a full
professor of film and media arts.
He’s published a book about Dis-
ney, and has another — about the
history of the American musical
film — coming out next year. Like I said: Lucky
him.

It’s the latter that probably got Griffin tapped
to be one of the invited speakers at the Stars &
Stripes Film Festival this weekend. He’ll intro-
duce the 1959 film adaptation of Rodgers &
Hammerstein’s South Pacific, the only musical at
a festival dedicated to patriotic and war-centric
cinema of the last 50 years.

“My favorite movie of all time, as almost every
student I’ve taught knows, is Singin’ in the Rain,”
Griffin says. “Even people who tend not to like
musicals like it, because it’s also really funny —
and for me, it’s a musical about people making

movies, so of course I love it. But I have been
doing research on the musicals of 20th Century-
Fox for many years, including on South Pacific. In
[a scholarly article he wrote in 2010], I not only
talk about the film version of the hit stage play,

but I also delve into the produc-
tion history of the location shoot-
ing in Hawaii in 1957. I got access
to the Fox production files, so I
got to see budgets, schedules, in-
teroffice memos, telegrams, con-

tracts, etc. And I also made it out to Hawaii and
got to look through the local newspaper cover-
age of the shoot. Beyond this claim of expertise, I
also simply like the property very much, and can
sing most of the score … Don’t challenge me, I’ll
do it,” he cautions. 

If Griffin sounds a little fanboyish, well, it
comes with the territory. Although he has his
own areas of interest and passion, it’s his belief
in the artistic and social value of cinema as a
whole that keeps him on track in his career. 

“I always love reading about something that I
never would’ve tried to tackle myself and dis-
covering something I hadn’t thought about be-

l+s   screen

A wonderful guy
Out film professor Sean Griffin explores the majesty of ‘South Pacific’
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Sean Griffin got lucky at the
movies. Like, literally, his entire
life was shaped by flicks of cel-
luloid racing past his eyes. 

“All of my earliest memories
are related to movies,” he says.
“My first conscious memory is
holding my dad’s hand walking
down the sidewalk knowing
that I was about to go see The
Jungle Book and being excited as
all get out.”

He recalls traumatic mo-
ments as a kid — at the drive-in
with his parents, waking just in
time to observe some horrific
violence — as well as some his-
toric ones — watching Gone
with the Wind the first time it
was broadcast on network tele-
vision.

“Movies were on the TV all
the time while I’d play with my
Hot Wheels or Matchbox cars in
my bedroom, so I kinda soaked
up motion pictures without re-
alizing it,” he says. He discov-
ered books about Hitchcock,
and the idea that there were
scholarly works about filmmak-
ers rocked his world. “From then on, I was
hooked.”

Griffin became more than a movie buff,
though. He earned his Masters and his Ph.D.
from the University of Southern California, and
started teaching at SMU in the fall
of 2000, where he’s now a full
professor of film and media arts.
He’s published a book about Dis-
ney, and has another — about the
history of the American musical
film — coming out next year. Like I said: Lucky
him.

It’s the latter that probably got Griffin tapped
to be one of the invited speakers at the Stars &
Stripes Film Festival this weekend. He’ll intro-
duce the 1959 film adaptation of Rodgers &
Hammerstein’s South Pacific, the only musical at
a festival dedicated to patriotic and war-centric
cinema of the last 50 years.

“My favorite movie of all time, as almost every
student I’ve taught knows, is Singin’ in the Rain,”
Griffin says. “Even people who tend not to like
musicals like it, because it’s also really funny —
and for me, it’s a musical about people making

movies, so of course I love it. But I have been
doing research on the musicals of 20th Century-
Fox for many years, including on South Pacific. In
[a scholarly article he wrote in 2010], I not only
talk about the film version of the hit stage play,

but I also delve into the produc-
tion history of the location shoot-
ing in Hawaii in 1957. I got access
to the Fox production files, so I
got to see budgets, schedules, in-
teroffice memos, telegrams, con-

tracts, etc. And I also made it out to Hawaii and
got to look through the local newspaper cover-
age of the shoot. Beyond this claim of expertise, I
also simply like the property very much, and can
sing most of the score … Don’t challenge me, I’ll
do it,” he cautions. 

If Griffin sounds a little fanboyish, well, it
comes with the territory. Although he has his
own areas of interest and passion, it’s his belief
in the artistic and social value of cinema as a
whole that keeps him on track in his career. 

“I always love reading about something that I
never would’ve tried to tackle myself and dis-
covering something I hadn’t thought about be-

fore,” he says. “Each war film, for instance,
comes with its own unique situation, historical
perspective and outlook — so movies about war
made in the 1920s are reacting to the trauma of
the First World War; movies during World War II
are obviously incredibly supportive of the mili-
tary effort; movies about war made in the late
’60s and through the 1970s are usually extremely

critical of the military-industrial complex in the
wake of Vietnam; and movies about war made
currently often feel the need to walk this
tightrope of showing how horrible war is while
not disparaging the sacrifice and honor of the
average soldier thrust into battle.”                      •

Grifffin will introduce South Pacific at a screening
at 4 p.m. Sunday.Out film professor Sean Griffin explores the majesty of ‘South Pacific’

King Cobra. If the events of this week weren’t

already proof enough, we’re definitely living in a

new millennium. We’re through the looking glass,

people — where Oscar nominated actor James

Franco can be bent over a pool table yelling “Give

me that big dick!” and not worry about his movie-

star cred. Where ’80s heartthrob Christian Slater

can command Disney kid Garrett Clayton to “show

me that cock.” I can’t say I know quite what to

make of it all. There’s a feeling in King Cobra, pic-

tured, of a lurid tell-all — not about the main char-

acter, famed porn star Brent Corrigan (Clayton),

but about a subculture of gay life (do we really

want straight folks knowing what a “twink” is? Isn’t

that our thing?) Writer-director Justin Kelly tells the

story with authenticity but not a wink of irony: The

porn recreations are cheesy, but not mockingly so,

as Boogie Nights did. He creates a sense of

verisimilitude that lends the whiff of credibility —

the stakes are real. Does it veer toward cliche, es-

pecially in the “cross me and I’ll show you” way?

Yes, of course. But Clayton’s dewy-eyed inno-

cence and Slater’s rabid desperation somehow

normalize the sleaze — young men gay become

middle aged men, and the world turns upside

down. How can you not relate? Now playing at the

Alamo Drafthouse Cedars.

Loving. There’s a scene early in Loving where

Richard (Joel Edgerton), a white man, and his wife

Mildred (Ruth Negga), a black woman, are sleep-

ing when the cops — without warning or warrant

— storm in and rip them from their bed, tossing

them into jail for the crime of who they love.

Watching it, I couldn’t help but imagine a similar

scenario decades later in Houston, where the cou-

ple wasn’t interracial but same-sex. Both invasions

led to seminal Supreme Court decisions about the

nature of sex in an enlightened age. It’s a horrify-

ing moment, but also a necessary one — the

scene that reminds of that justice doesn’t just hap-

pen, but has to be taken. For the remainder of

Loving, the couple quietly struggle to get on with

their lives after being banished from their home

state of Virginia, where their marriage is a crime,

until their cause becomes a case for the ACLU.

The best thing about the movie might be that this

is not a “hail the heroic lawyers” courtroom drama;

writer-director Jeff Nichols keeps the focus on the

people and what this means to them as individu-

als, not avatars. He doesn’t gussy it up with fake

drama ... which also means he doesn’t dress it up

with much drama, either. This is a quiet character

study that focuses on the actors (especially Edger-

ton, whose steely stare under hooded eyes belies

a confusion about the depths people go in their

prejudices), sometimes at the expense of a

stronger story arc. Despite its shortcomings, Lov-

ing reminds us how fragile our rights are, and that

things we take for granted came at a high cost.

Now playing at the Angelika Film Center Mocking-

bird Station.

Arrival.  I didn’t screen Arrival until after the

election — a time when I was desperately looking

for some hope to grab onto. I found it, though it is

perhaps ironic that it came in the form of a sci-fi

film about communicating with other worldly crea-

tures to prevent the destruction of humanity. Trail-

ers seem to paint this film as a militarized

alien-invasion movie, but it’s much more a thinking

man's thriller, closer to Contact or 2001 than Inde-

pendence Day. A linguist (Amy Adams) is enlisted

by the army to figure out the language of a race of

heptapods who have set up shop in 12 locations

around the world. Unable to decipher their grunts

and clicks, she instead learns their complex, highly

symbolic written language, and discovers the true

meaning of their visit, and the life altering technol-

ogy about to befall us. Despite its fantastical set-

ting, this is a somber character study — there are

basically only six characters, not counting the

aliens — and that introduces time travel in one of

the few satisfying ways movies have ever done.

It’s dour and darkly beautiful, but surprisingly hope-

ful. The director, Denis Villeneuve, has shown his

adeptness at complicated plots containing power-

ful subtexts in Prisoners and Sicario, but this may

be his best yet, a movie about the future that also

teaches us much about the present. Now playing

in wide release.

— Arnold Wayne Jones

QUeeR CliPs: 
‘King Cobra’ 
‘loving’
‘Arrival’
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It’s been a while since Patricia Cornwell has
been in Texas, and she is jonesing for one thing
only the Lone Star State can adequately deliver.

“What I wanna know is, where is the best
chicken fried steak and white gravy? Cuz I’m
gonna need some,” she exclaims.

You have to pity Cornwell, trapped in the
chicken-fried-steak desert of Cambridge, Mass.,
where she lives with her partner, a neuroscientist

on the staff at Harvard. Boston has many cul-
tural advantages, but this particular food craving
isn’t one of them.

“I come [to Dallas] for the food!” Cornwell
says. “I can get stuff in your part of the world I
can’t get hardly anywhere else.” 

Back when she was in helicopter school in
Fort Worth, she says, she started every morning
of the grueling training schedule filling up in the
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hotel restaurant on steak and gravy. “I knew I was gonna have hell
to pay when I got to the flight school, but I was loading up on
chicken fried steak anyway.  We have to have our priorities.... Oh,
and I passed the course.” (She also kept down every meal, to her
surprise.)

Fans of Cornwell’s writing — she’s the creator of the series of
detective novels featuring investigative medical examiner Kay
Scarpetta — will recognize that she like to include a sense of culi-
nary curiosity in her characters. 

“My readers love it when I put food in the books,” she says.
“Scarpetta will cook up some Italian meal because someone in
such a dark, rigid, cold, horrible world [as examining dead bodies]
has to come home to the opposite — a bottle of wine and music
and homemade pasta.”

Cornwell won’t have to wait too long to track
down the food she wants — she’s the featured
guest at the Dallas Museum of Art’s Arts & Letters
Live on Thursday. It will be a familiar homecoming
of sorts for Cornwell, who speaks glowingly of
Texas.

“I’m looking forward to coming out to your part of the world —
everyone has always been so nice to me,” she says. “At least one
place in Texas has a body farm [which she wrote about in her 1994
book The Body Farm]. I do a lot of my firearms research in Texas —
my firearms expert lives in Austin, so I always come there to go to
a firing range to see if I can shoot [someone] from a mile away.”
(Research only, she emphasizes. She carries no grudges.) She even
jokes that she should set a Scarpetta tale in the sweltering heat of a
Texas summer. That’s unlikely to happen, though, as long as Corn-
well remains in Boston.

“She has to live where I live and I have to live where she lives,”
Cornwell says. “When I moved up to New England, which I did
about 12 years ago, so did she.”

For the first half of Scarpetta’s existence, however, she was
firmly entrenched in the city of Richmond, Va., and its environs.
Scarpetta became a nomad for a while, which coincided with
Cornwell’s own wanderlust. 

“I needed to leave Virginia. I felt I was running out of things to
explore. I felt it was time for me to move. Now I’ve build a sense
of place for her. Place becomes a character — the environment is
really important to make it detailed and believable,” Cornwell
says. And she has to live in that city to create a sense of verisimili-
tude, especially in Chaos, the latest (24th!) Scarpetta novel, which
drops this week. “There are scenes where she is literally walking
across from Harvard Yard or a crime scene or such, and I have to
choreography my scenes. You do have to fudge a little bit; that’s

part of the fun. I think Cambridge is a great area
for Scarpetta. It’s a microcosm of every major inter-
national city.”

The big challenge for Cornwell, though, isn’t
timing the scenes or doing the research — it is liter-
ally finding the time to hunker down and write.

“Writing, as you know, is not something you can
do while doing other things,” she says. “I really have to be se-
questered so I can sit and do what I have to do. People think I
must be really fast [because I have written more than 30 books],
and I’m not. When you’ve sat at your desk the better part of a day
and you look down say, ‘That’s all there is? It should be 20 more
pages!’ … Well, it requires you have to be the handmaiden to the
book.” Git er done, as someone once said. And the hardest part
might be losing yourself in the story. 

“If you’re writing a crime thriller, it’s a little bit like a plane ride
— they don’t mention it unless it wasn’t very good,” she says. “I
try to get out of my own way and create a way of storytelling
where you are not conscious of the journey. If I do a good job, it
should not call attention to itself. If you get too caught up in the

process, you’re not focusing and you’ll start making mistakes.”
And the idea of making mistakes is something neither Patricia

Cornwell nor  Kay Scarpetta can abide. •   
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It’s been a while since Patricia Cornwell has
been in Texas, and she is jonesing for one thing
only the Lone Star State can adequately deliver.

“What I wanna know is, where is the best
chicken fried steak and white gravy? Cuz I’m
gonna need some,” she exclaims.

You have to pity Cornwell, trapped in the
chicken-fried-steak desert of Cambridge, Mass.,
where she lives with her partner, a neuroscientist

on the staff at Harvard. Boston has many cul-
tural advantages, but this particular food craving
isn’t one of them.

“I come [to Dallas] for the food!” Cornwell
says. “I can get stuff in your part of the world I
can’t get hardly anywhere else.” 

Back when she was in helicopter school in
Fort Worth, she says, she started every morning
of the grueling training schedule filling up in the
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Angels in America is a play that shouldn’t
work. It has tons of negatives, from the subject
matter (the way we, as a culture, dealt with
AIDS during the height of the plague during the
Reagan Era) to the structure (ultra-realism com-
bined with obtuse fantasy), plus its status as Part
One (the last line of the play sets the stage for
Part Two — an ending presaging a beginning). 

But like the Chicago Cubs winning the World
Series, Angels defies, meets, exceeds and even re-
casts expectations. There’s something ineffable
about its power over you that seems familiar yet
bracing. It takes just eight actors
to embody New York City’s com-
plex relationship to gay issues
during a contentious, scary time.
It would be easy to get lost in de-
claring its brilliance as a “docu-
ment” and cease serious criticism of it as a work
of living theater — a “classic” as Twain defined it
(what everyone praises and nobody reads). 

The truth is more complicated. It’s a
supremely funny play, especially during Act 1,
when we meet the main players: Louis Ironson
(David Meglino) and his lover Prior Walter (Gar-
ret Storms), who has just learned he is HIV-posi-
tive; notorious powerbroker Roy Cohn (David
Lugo — the original small-handed vulgarian)
and his protégé, upright Mormon Republican
Joe Pitt (Kyle Igneczi), both of whom are deeply
closeted in very different ways; Joe’s troubled
wife Harper (Marianne Galloway), a pill-pop-

ping housewife haunted by mental illness, as
embodied by her imaginary friend Mr. Lies
(Walter Lee). Their stories weave the fabric of the
play, which conjures with deft allusions the polit-
ical, religious, social and emotional upheaval of a
world gone mad that doesn’t seem to know it
yet. “In the next century, I think we’ll all be in-
sane,” one character opines; sound familiar?

Over three acts and as many hours, director
Cheryl Denson breathlessly whisks us through
this modest epic, which hasn’t been performed
in Uptown since 1996. Employing a magnificent
set by Bart McGeehon, the actors appear to un-
dulate with the pulse of the play, breathing
through the scenes in synch with the pace.

When Lugo is onstage, that
pace is dizzying. Roy Cohn is the
bravura role in Angels, a vam-
piric predator who feeds on
chaos. As his body succumbs to
AIDS, Lugo’s grasping for life be-

comes animalistic. It’s hard to outshine that kind
of role, though Storms and Galloway come close.
Storms, one of North Texas’ best young actors,
overcomes Prior’s poutiness with a confident
flamboyance that taps into the dark humor of
the play. And Galloway’s Harper is revelatory —
a standout portrait of a slow breakdown that res-
onates from her first appearance to her last.
Everyone, though, is at the top of their games,
including Pam Daugherty and Emily Scott
Banks. You can feel the passion emanating from
all of them. That’s the effect of angels, I guess:
Hope in the face of misery. We can all use the les-
son sometimes.                                                             •

l+s   stage

Our better ‘Angels’
Kushner’s epic about the AIDS years makes a triumphal return to Uptown
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PINK ELEPHANTS IN THE ROOM  |  Gay GOP powerbroker Roy Cohn (David Lugo) counsels his clos-

eted protege Joe Pitt (Kyle Igneczi) in ‘Angels in America.’ (Photo courtesy Mike Morgan)

ANGels iN AMeRiCA

Kalita Humphreys Theater,
3636 Turtle Creek Blvd. Through

Nov. 20. UptownPlayers.org.
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You say you’re no Madonna, but still, you’ve per-

formed with several gay icons: Barbra

Streisand, Mariah Carey, Kylie Minogue…

Kylie Minogue, yes. I sang with her, and actually, I
was supposed to see her in Vancouver. She was
going to come over and have tea with me, but I
had to fly to Europe. She had been there and was
going to come over, because I happened to sing
with her on a Rod Stewart special and we really
got on and liked each other, so I was just gonna
hang out with her literally weeks ago. 

And Elton John is somebody I’ve gotten to know. I
love him very much. Obviously, we don’t have to
talk about how talented he is — we know how tal-
ented he is. He’s also really warm and effusive
with me, and I just saw him in Vegas. I went back-
stage and gave him a big hug. He was so happy,
and he really enjoyed being there. It’s funny, man,
because I gotta guess that there are people out
there who are gay in this business but won’t tell
anyone.

Have you met these closeted stars?  Yeah, I meet
them and I get the impression. And listen, I’m not
gonna be the guy who outs the person, but it al-
ways made me wonder: “Why?” I understand if
they are afraid, or they don’t want to tell their par-
ents, but the fact that it could be a question within
this business of hurting your business is just mind-
blowing to me. … But I have the worst gaydar
ever. I really do have the worst gaydar. I could be
hanging with somebody and my friends will be
like, “Michael, he was hitting on you hard,” and I’m
like, “What are you talking about — he’s just a re-
ally nice guy!” Sometimes I don’t pick up the shit

people are puttin’ down. 

If a gay couple asked you to sing any of the

songs off this new album at their wedding,

which would you sing and why?  Aww. I think
maybe “The Very Thought of You.” Love is love.
And I think that would be a really beautiful, roman-
tic first dance. 

In the past, you’ve man-crushed on Blake Shel-

ton and One Direction’s Niall Horan. Who are

you currently man-crushing on? There’s a cou-
ple of them. My No. 1 man crush is probably John
Oliver; the other is Trevor Noah. Goddamn
— what a stunning South-African man. You know
what I love, man? I love that they’re self-deprecat-
ing and funny, and I know they’re empathetic be-
cause their point of view tells me that. Obviously,
they’re liberal, progressive, self-confident; they
have a great sense of humor. I just love that. Neil
deGrasse Tyson, too. And the late [author]
Christopher Hitchens. If you can man crush on a
dead guy, I am man-crushin’ on a dead guy. [Lin-
guist and philosopher] Noam Chomsky, I love. I’m
trying to think of people I spend most of my
evenings with, because this is who I spend most
of my evenings with. Oh, Lawrence Krauss, the
greatest astrophysicist. Honestly, their intelligence
and skill at orating just… I mean, I’m wet. 

Is it true that your Uncle Frank and Uncle Mike,

who have been together for over 40 years,

taught you acceptance and open-minded-

ness?  With or without them, the truth is, my fa-
ther and my mother were so progressive, and I’m
so lucky that my father just made it very simple.
He just said, “It’s nature. A man can love a man
and a woman can love a woman, and this doesn’t
just happen with human beings — it’s science. It

happens in nature. It happens with almost every
animal.” Having two boys of my own who I love
more than I’ll ever love myself, I can’t tell you
how crushing it would be if they couldn’t feel that
they could tell their father that they were gay —
or different in any way. To me, [because of
them], it just became a much bigger issue. 

If one of your sons were to come out to you,

how might you respond?  With nothing but
love. And I’m not saying that to you because it’s
you or the magazine. It’s because I love them,
man. I love them so much that I just want them
to be happy. My goal in life is to make them
beautiful, happy human beings, and if that’s who
they are — because I’m killed, just devastated,
when I hear people saying they “choose.”
“Choose?” What are you fucking talking about?
You don’t choose. It isn’t a choice. It is genetic. 

And I understand some people have an issue with
the whole marriage thing and the sanctity of this
word “marriage.” I mean, I don’t get it, but I can
choose to listen to their point and hear it. I don’t
agree with it. I always joke, everyone jokes: Why
can’t gay people be just as miserable as straight
people who are married? But listen to me, we
are in a world — a dangerous world — right
now, and if you’re not standing up against intol-
erance, then you’re for it. God, I sounded like
George W. fucking Bush right there, holy shit. “If
you’re not with us, you’re against us!” 

As an ally with a massive platform, it’s important

for you to say that for this movement to move

forward.  I agree. And you know what, I think peo-
ple are so afraid of losing fans.

Are you afraid of that?  No, no. I’m not. Because

you know what, years from now, when my kids
grow up and they read this, they’re going to be
proud of their father because their father was on
the right side of the line.

There are a lot of people, and time does this, who
are going to be severely embarrassed for their
bias and intolerance. And they’re going to have to
live with that; that’s going to be their legacy. I re-
fuse to have that as part of my legacy.               

l+s   interview

• CROON, From Page 27

Our better ‘Angels’
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best bets

Hard Rock celebrates a year of
illusion with ‘best of’ Drag Brunch

Drag brunches aren’t just for the gayborhood
anymore. Dallas’ Hard Rock Cafe has hosted
monthly theme brunches for a while, and this
month’s is the “year in review” — the best of from the
previous year (from bad Christmas sweaters to trailer
parks to Monster Mash). Come in for a drink and a
bite, and wait for the performance to entertain you for
a memorable Sunday Funday. 

DEETS: Hard Rock Cafe Dallas, 2211 N. Houston
St. 11:30 a.m. doors/service, 1 p.m. performance.
HardRock.com/cafes/dallas.

Leslie Jordan returns for Legacy benefit show

Anyone who has ever seen Leslie Jordan perform in person
knows that the impish actor — best known for his Emmy Award-
winning performance on Will & Grace and appearances on
American Horror Story, and of course his movie roles in Sordid

Lives and The Help— is even more of a hoot than his screen
persona. He’s a regular fixture on Dallas stages, especially his
benefit shows for Legacy Counseling Center and Founders
Cottage. He appears this Saturday at the Majestic Theatre for his
solo show Leslie Jordan Uncensored. All proceeds from tickets
benefit Legacy.

DEETS: Majestic Theatre, 1925 Elm St. 630 p.m. doors, 8 p.m.
curtain. PreKindle.com.

Saturday 11.12Sunday 11.13

T3 stages world premiere by its
artistic director Bruce Coleman

A blizzard in 1867 strands the Poteet family,
and long-buried secrets and feelings begin to
emerge as the members work out the path to
their true happiness. Bruce R. Coleman,
interim artistic director of Theatre 3, wrote the
world premiere play Day Light, which he also
directs with a cast including Sterling Gaffords
(The Nance), Blake Blair, Cindee Mayfield and
Max Swarner.

DEETS: Theatre 3, 2800 Routh St. Nov.
17–Dec. 11. Theatre3Dallas.com.

Thursday 11.17 
— Sunday 12.11



ARTSWeeK
THEATER

Angels in America, Part One: Millennium

Approaches. Tony Kushner’s Pulitzer- and Tony-

winning play about the AIDS crisis in the 1980s, as

filtered through perspectives of a closeted Mormon and

a malicious powerbroker, the all-too-real Roy Cohn.

Directed by Cheryl Denson. Reviewed this week. Kalita

Humphreys Theater, 3636 Turtle Creek Blvd. Through

Nov. 20. UptownPlayers.com.

10 Out of 12. A behind-the-scenes comedy about a

play in tech rehearsal, from Anne Washburn, author of

Mr. Burns. The cast includes Paul Taylor and Danielle

Pickard; directed by Blake Hackler. Undermain Theatre,

3200 Main St. Through Dec. 3 (in previews through

Nov. 14). 7:30 p.m. Undermain.org.

Chicago. MainStage Irving-Las Colinas opens its

season with this sassy musical, directed by B.J.

Cleveland, music direction by Mark Mullino. Irving Arts

Center, 3333 N. MacArthur Blvd. Through Nov. 19.

IrvingArtsCenter.com.

Dreaming Electric, a world premiere play by local

playwright Kevin Grammer about the revolutionary but

troubled inventor Nikola Tesla. Ochre House Theater,

825 Exposition Ave. Through Nov. 19.

OchreHouseTheater.org.

Million Dollar Quartet. Elvis, Jerry Lee, Carl Perkins

and Johnny Cash all gathered one day in 1956 at Sun

Records, before any were legends. This musical

imagines what it must have been like. Final weekend.

Casa Manana, 3101 W. Lancaster Ave., Fort Worth.

CasaManana.org.
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To submit an item for inclusion
in the Community Calendar, visit
Tinyurl.com/dvsubmit.

For a more complete Commu-
nity Calendar online, visit
Tinyurl.com/dvevents.

this week’s solution
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Everything Is Better in the Dark!
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calendar highlights

Bruce Wood Dance Project opens

its season with two world premieres

Friday and Saturday at the City Per-

formance Hall. Dallas Voice Execu-

tive Editor Arnold Wayne Jones

leads the post-show discussion.

(Photo courtesy Brian Guilliaux)

OPERA

Moby-Dick. Composer Jake Heggie and librettist Gene

Scheer devised this take on Melville’s classic novel,

which was commissioned by the Dallas Opera for the

opening season of the Winspear and returns for the first

time. Reviewed this week. Winspear Opera House,

2403 Flora St. Through Nov. 20. DallasOpera.org.

DANCE

Bruce Wood Dance Project: Six. The sixth season of

the acclaimed dance company includes two world

premieres (Klezmer Rodeo and Bloom), as well as

Wood’s No Sea to Sail In. City Performance Hall, 2520

Flora St. Nov. 11–12. BruceWoodDance.org.

FILM

QCinema LGBT International Film Festival. The 18th

incarnation of the gay film fest continues through the

weekend at the Sanders Theatre, 1300 Gendy St., Fort
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2616 Swiss Avenue | 214-821-1990 
theclubs.com | An American Sauna

FRIDAY, NOV 18TH
 Red Party @ The Stroke 

Of Midnight

TUESDAYS
 Half Price Rooms 
4pm to Midnight

TGI-FRIDAYS
 Happy Hour – Half Price Rooms 

– 4pm-8pm
 FREE Youth Lockers 
Member Required  

18-24 – 8am-Midnight

AUTUMN 
PLEASURES 
AWAIT YOU!
REFRESH | RELAX 
RE-ENERGIZE
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Opera review: ‘Moby-Dick’ 

Opera thrives on revivals. Unlike plays and musicals, which replenish themselves at a brisk pace, new

operas are few and far between. But the Dallas Opera has nurtured new works in recent years (three in

2015 alone), and leading off the pack was 2010’s Moby-Dick by Jake Heggie (libretto by Gene Scheer). It

made an impact — both modern and classic, with some of the most gorgeous passages in contemporary

classical music. It’s only been six years since Dallas audiences last saw this production, but that’s not un-

usual in the opera world, and certainly not unwelcomed. Employing most of the same set and projections

(technologically, it borders on wizardry) and even some of the same cast, it holds up beautifully.

Like the novel it’s based on, Moby-Dick is a testosterone-laden ensemble piece (there is one “trouser”

role, with Jacqueline Echols as Pip), but despite the strong performance by Jay Hunter Morris as the re-

venge-obsessed Capt. Ahab and Stephen Costello as Greenhorn (aka the young narrator), who has al-

ways been more impressive vocally than dramatically, it’s Morgan Smith as Starbuck who makes the

strongest statement: A physical, tender, powerful performance in a show that dazzles visually, emotionally

and musically (under maestro Emmanuel Villaume’s baton). If you missed it in 2010, this is your chance to

correct that loss — and see it even better than before.

— Arnold Wayne Jones

Winspear Opera House, 2403 Flora St. Through Nov. 20. DallasOpera.org.

Worth. Through Sunday. For a complete schedule, visit

QCinema.org.

fRiDAy 11.11
DINING

FACC 33rd Annual Wine Festival (formerly the

Beaujolais and Beyond Wine Fest), presented by the

French-American Chamber of Commerce, and

celebrating (especially) red wines. Frontiers of Flight

Museum, 6911 Lemmon Ave. 7:30–10 p.m. $75.

FACCDallas.com.

SATURDAy 11.12
COMMUNITY

Gaybingo. The final bingo fundraiser of the year.

Station 4, 3911 Cedar Springs Road. 5 p.m. doors, 6

p.m. curtain. $25–$45. MyResourceCenter.org.

Leslie Jordan Uncensored. The Emmy winner

raconteur tells stories in the way only he can. A

fundraiser for Legacy Counseling Center. Majestic

Theater, 1925 Elm St. 6:30 p.m. doors, 8 p.m. curtain. 

MONDAy 11.14
CABARET

Mama’s Party. Local singer Amy Stevenson hosts her

ongoing cabaret series, always with special guests and

a good time. Uptown Theatre, 120 E. Main St. Grand

Prairie. $10.

TUeSDAy 11.15
FILM

Seconds. John Frankenheimer directed Rock Hudson

in one of his best yet most overlooked performances, a

sci-fi drama in which an old man is given a second

chance at youth. Screens as part of the Tuesday Big

Movie New Classic Series at Landmark’s Magnolia

Theatre in the West Village, 3699 McKinney Ave.

Screens at 7:30 p.m. and 10 p.m.

WeDNeSDAy 11.16
SPOKEN WORD

Oral Fixation. The true-stories-read-like event presents

its “best of” for the 2016 season. City Performance Hall,

2520 Flora St. 8 p.m. $25. 

THURSDAy 11.17
THEATER

The Book of Moron. Robert Dubac’s one-man show

about a culture consumed by idiocracy. Five

performances only. Eisemann Center for the Arts, 2351

Performance Drive, Richardson. Nov. 17–20.

EisemannCenter.com.

THEATER

Day Light. A blizzard in 1867 brings to light desires and

secrets of a Texas family in this original play, written and

directed by Bruce R. Coleman. Theatre 3, 2800 Routh

St. in the Quadrangle. Nov. 17–Dec. 11 (in previews

through Nov. 20). Theatre3Dallas.com.
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ORGANIZATIONAL DIRECTORYOUTnorthtexas OUTntx.com
AIDS HOTLINE 214-559-2437

AIDS SERVICES
AHF DALLAS WELLNESS CENTER

7777 Forest Lane, Ste. B122 | 972-383-1060

AIDS ARMS INC.
214-521-5191 | AIDSArms.org

AIDS INTERFAITH NETWORK 
AIDSInterfaithNetwork.org

AIDS OUTREACH CENTER
Fort Worth, 76111 | 817-335-1994 | AOC.org

AIDS SERVICES OF DALLAS
214-941-0523 | AIDSDallas.org

AMELIA COURT
1936 Amelia Court | 214-590-5647 | AOC.org

GREG DOLLGENER MEMORIAL AIDS 
FUND, INC | 972-743-6323 | GDMAF.org

HEALTH SERVICES OF NORTH TEXAS 
DENTON SOUTH CENTER | 940-381-2313
ELM STREET CENTER | 940-381-1501  
COLLIN COUNTY CENTER | 972-424-1480   
HealthNTx.org

LEGACY COUNSELING CENTER 
214-520-6308 | LegacyCares.org

LEGAL HOSPICE OF TEXAS
214-521-6622 | LegalHospice.org

NELSON-TEBEDO HEALTH CENTER
214-528-2336 | MyResourceCenter.org

NORTH CENTRAL TEXAS 
HIV PLANNING COUNCIL

Fort Worth | 817-321-4743 NoTexasAIDS.org

POSITIVE VOICES COALITION
Fort Worth | 817-321-4742 NoTexasAIDS.org

RESOURCE CENTER
214-528-0144 | MyResourceCenter.org

RESOURCE CENTER FOOD PANTRY
2701 Reagan Street | 214-528-0144

UT SOUTHWESTERN AIDS 
PREVENTION PROJECT 

Dallas, 75247 | 469-291-2800

WHITE ROCK FRIENDS MINISTRY
214-320-0043 | WhiteRockChurch.info

EDUCATION

LEAP
214-821-4528 | GLBTLeap.org

LGBTQA PROGRAM at UT ARLINGTON
Arlington | 817-272-2099 | UTA.edu/lgbtqa

OUT@COLLIN COUNTY
COMMUNITY COLLEGE

214-991-7851 | Out.Collin.edu

SMU WOMEN & LGBT CENTER
214-768-4792
SMU.edu/StudentAffairs

SPECTRUM
214-768-4792 | People.SMU.edu/Spectrum

UNT ALLY PROGRAM
940-565-2589 | multicultural@unt.edu

MUSIC
OAK LAWN SYMPHONIC BAND

469-616-0138 | Info@oaklawnband.org

TURTLE CREEK CHORALE
214-526-3214 ext. 101 | TurtleCreek.org

WOMEN’S CHORUS OF DALLAS
214-520-7828 | TWCD.org

POLITICAL
DALLAS STONEWALL YOUNG 
DEMOCRATS | DallasSYD.org

LIBERTARIAN PARTY OF DALLAS 
COUNTY | LPDallas.org

LOG CABIN REPUBLICANS OF DALLAS
LogCabin.org/Chapter

METROPLEX REPUBLICANS 
MetroplexRepublicans.com

STONEWALL DEMOCRATS OF DALLAS
 214-506-DEMS (3367)
 StonewallDemocratsOfDallas.org

STONEWALL DEMOCRATS OF DENTON 
StonewallDemocratsOfDentoncounty.org

TARRANT COUNTY STONEWALL 
817-913-8743 | TarrantStonewall.org

PROFESSIONAL
ALLIANCE OF DESIGN PROFESSIONALS

214-526-2085
DALLAS GAY AND LESBIAN BAR ASSOC.

214-540-4460 | DGLBA.org

GLOBE
972-308-7233 | FedGlobe.org

LAMBDA PRIDE TOASTMASTERS
214-957-2011
lambdapride@freetoasthoast.us

LEADERSHIP LAMBDA TOASTMASTERS
LeadershipLambda.toastmastersclb.org

LGBT LAW SECTION OF THE STATE BAR  
LGBTLawTx.com | 800-204-2222 ext. 1420

NORTH TEXAS GLBT CHAMBER 
214-821-GLBT | GLBTChamber.org

OUT & EQUAL DFW
Outandequal.org/dallas-fort-worthDFW@
outandequal.org

SERVICES
BLACK TIE DINNER, INC.

972-865-2239 | BlackTie.org

COALITION FOR AGING LGBT - DFW 
214-577-7976 | CFA.com

DALLAS/FORT WORTH FEDERAL CLUB
214-428-3332 | DFWFederalClub.org

DALLAS GAY AND LESBIAN ALLIANCE
214-528-0144 | info@dgla.com | DGLA.com

DALLAS SOUTHERN PRIDE
214-405-5475 | DallasSouthernPride.com

DALLAS TAVERN GUILD
214-571-1073 | DallasPride.org

GAY AND LESBIAN FUND FOR DALLAS
GLFD.org | 214-421-8177

HEALTH INSURANCE MARKETPLACE
Community Council of Greater Dallas
844-831-9600 | CCCG.org

HUMAN RIGHTS INITIATIVE of NTX
214-855-0520 | info@hrionline.org

LAMBDA LEGAL DEFENSE AND 
EDUCATION FUND, SOUTHWEST REGION

214-219-8585 | lambdalegal.org

SOS - SURVIVORS OFFERING SUPPORT
2701 Reagan St. | YouCaring.com

TARRANT COUNTY GAY PRIDE WEEK 
president@tcgpwa.org | TCGPWA.org

SOCIAL
BATTALION MOTORCYCLE

BattalionMC.com

CLASSIC CHASSIS CAR CLUB
214-446-0606 | ClassicChassis.com

COUPLES METRO DALLAS
214-521-5342 | CouplesMetroDallas.com

DALLAS BEARS
214-521-5342 ext. 2943 | DallasBears.org

DAMN | 214-521-5342 ext. 1739 | DAMNmen.org

DFW FUSE
214-540-4435 | DFWFuse.com

DISCIPLINE CORPS
214-521-5342 ext. 1731 | disciplinecorps.com

EAST TEXAS PFLAG
P.O. Box 130703 | Tyler, 75713 | 903-330-8901

FIREDANCERS

FRISCO PRIDE
469-324-4123 | FriscoPride.com

GRAY PRIDE
GLBT Aging Interest Network |214-528-0144

IMPERIAL COURT DE FORT WORTH     
   careteam@icfwa.org | ICFWA.org

JEWEL | 214-540-GIRL | jewel@rcdallas.org

LEATHER KNIGHTS
214-395-8460 | LeatherKnights.org

LVL/PWA CAMPOUT
Rick: campout@lvlpwa.com | LVLPWA.com

MEN OF ALL COLORS
214-521-4765 | pulliam_preston@yahoo.com

NATIONAL LEATHER ASSOCIATION
info@nla-dallas.org | NLA-Dallas.org

ONCE IN A BLUE MOON
214-662-4706 | Once-In-A–Blue-Moon.org

PEGASUS SQUARES
214-444-9696 | PegasusSquares.com

POZ DALLAS | pozdallas@gmail.com

PRIME TIMERS OF DFW 972-504-8866
information@primetimers-dfw.org

PROJECT TAG (Tyler Area Gays)
903-312-2081 | TylerAreaGays.com

RAINBOW GARDEN CLUB
214-941-8114 | RainbowGardenClub.com

RAINBOW ROUNDUP - LGBT Families
info@rrup.org | rrup.org

REAL LIVE CONNECTION-TEEN PRIDE
469-666-7325 | rlc365.org

SAVVY SINGLES NEWS DFW
Singles.meetup.com/2049

SPECTRUM MOTORCYCLE CLUB
214-289-1179 | Spectrum-MRC.com

STRENGTH IN NUMBERS DFW
Groups.yahoo.com/group/sindallasftworth
dalmusl@yahoo,com

UNITED BLACK ELLUMENT
214-760-9718 | UBEDallas.org

UNITED COURT OF THE LONE STAR 
EMPIRE  | DallasCourt.org

VALOR LATINO | 214-540-4430 | ValorDallas.com

WOMEN OF DISTINCTION 
Twitter.com/WODDallas

SPIRITUALITY
AGAPE MCC

Fort Worth | 817-535-5002 | AgapeMCC.com

ASCENSION LUTHERAN CHURCH
Garland | AscensionTexas.org

BETHANY  PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
214-528-4084 
bethanypresby@sbcglobal.net

CATHEDRAL OF HOPE
214-351-1901 | cathedralofhope.com 

CATHEDRAL OF LIGHT
Farmers Branch | 972-245-6520 COLight.org 

CELEBRATION COMMUNITY CHURCH
Fort Worth | 817-335-3222
Celebration-Community-Church.com

CELEBRATION ON THE LAKE
Maybank | 903-451-2302 | COTLChurch.org

CONGREGATION BETH EL BINAH 
214-500-8304 | BethElBinah.org

CROSSROADS COMMUNITY CHURCH
214-520-9090
CrossroadsCommunityChurch.us

DALLAS MEDITATION CENTER - 
SUNDAYS 5PM

DallasMeditationCenter.com

DIGNITY DALLAS
972-729-9572 | DignityDallas.net

EAST DALLAS CHRISTIAN CHURCH
214-824-8185 | info@edcc.org | EDCC.org

EPISCOPAL CHURCH OF ST. THOMAS THE 
APOSTLE | 214-352-0140 | TheDoubter.org

FELLOWSHIP OF LOVE OUTREACH 
Fort Worth |817-921-5683 | FOLOchurch.org

FIRST UNITARIAN CHURCH OF DALLAS
214-528-3990 | DallasUU.org

THE GATHERING PLACE
214-643-3250 | TheGatheringDallas.org

GRACE UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
214-824-2533 | GraceUMCDallas.org

GREENLAND HILLS UNITED METHODIST 
214-826-2020 | GreenlandHills.org

HARVEST MCC
Denton | 940-484-6159 | HarvestMCC.org

HORIZON UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST   
Carrollton | 972-492-4940 | HorizonUU.org  

INTERFAITH MINDFUL MINISTRIES
Plano | InterMindful.com

KESSLER PARK UNITED METHODIST  
214-942-0098 | kpumc.org

LESBIAN & GAY UNITARIANS | 214-691-4300

LIVING FAITH COVENANT CHURCH
972-546-0543 | LivingFaithDFW.org

LUTHERANS CONCERNED
214-855-4998 | ReconcilingWorks.org

MCC OF GREATER DALLAS
Carrollton | 972-243-0761 | MCCGD.org

MIDWAY HILLS CHRISTIAN CHURCH 
214-352-4841 | MidwayHills.org

NORTHAVEN UNITED METHODIST  
214-363-2479 | Northaven.org

OAK LAWN UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
214-521-5197 | oaklawn@olumc.org

PATHWAYS UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST
Hurst | 817-803-5941 | PathwaysUU.org

PROMISE UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST 
214-623-8400 | PromiseUCC.org

ST. FRANCIS ANGLICAN CHURCH 
214-351-1401

ST STEPHEN UNITED METHODIST 
972-279-3112 | GBGM-UMC.org/StStephen

TRINITY MCC
817-265-5454 | TrinityMCC.org

UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST CHURCH 
uuc@oakcliffuu.org | OakCliffUU.org

UNITY CHURCH OF CHRISTIANITY
214-826-5683 | DallasUnity.org

WHITE ROCK COMMUNITY CHURCH 
214-320-0043 | WhiteRockChurch.info

SPORTS
DALLAS FRONTRUNNERS

FrontrunnersDallas.org

DALLAS INDEPENDENT VOLLEYBALL  
214-578-6206 | DIVADallas.org

DIFFERENT STROKES GOLF ASSOC. 
info@dsgadallas.org | DSGADallas.org

NORTH TEXAS WOMEN’S SOFTBALL 
214-632-8512 | ntxwsa.net

OAK LAWN BOWLING ASSOCIATION
10920 Composite Drive | 214-358-1382 

OAK LAWN SKI AND SCUBA CLUB
214-521-5342(X1769) | OLSSC.org

OAK LAWN TENNIS ASSOCIATION
OLTADallas.org

PEGASUS SLOWPITCH SOFTBALL  
972-879-7900 | DallasPSSA.org

RAINBOW ROLLERS BOWLING LEAGUE 
817-540-0303 | rainbow_rollers_league | @
yahoo.com

TEXAS GAY RODEO ASSOCIATION
214-346-2107 | TGRA.org

SUPPORT
ALCOHOLICS ANONYMOUS LAMBDA 

214-264-0222 | DdallasAl-Anon.org

BLACK TRANSMEN INC.
1-855-BLK-TMEN | BlackTransMen.org

CANCER SUPPORT COMMUNITY NTX
214-345-8230

CODEPENDENTS ANONYMOUS
214-766-8939 (Dallas)
817-834-2119 (Fort Worth)
outreach@coda.org | CoDependents.org

FAMILY PRIDE COALITION 
817-881-3949

GAY AND LESBIAN ALLIANCE OF NTX
GALANorthTexas.org

GAY AND LESBIAN ANGER 
MANAGEMENT GROUP

469-328-1980 | Marial33@gmail.com
G.E.A.R

(Gender, Education, Advocacy & 
Resources) | 214-521-5124

LAMBDA GROUP OF NICOTINE 
ANONYMOUS

214-629-7806NICADFW.org

PFLAG-DALLAS

PFLAG-FORT WORTH 817-428-2329

SEX & LOVE ADDICTS ANONYMOUS
214-673-8092

STONEWALL GROUP OF
NARCOTICS ANONYMOUS

5910 Cedar Springs #116 | Dallas,75235

YOUTH FIRST
214-879-0400 | youth@myresourcecenter.org
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Hello, friends and bitches. I hope you all are hav-
ing a freakin’ fabulous day. If not, quit being a Debbie
Downer and perk up, Buttercup! Life is short. Fake it
till you make it. Put on a smile until you believe it.
Drink an entire pot of coffee, eat a Snickers, do a
shot of Fireball and kick a baby! Do whatever you
need to do to enjoy life today. 

Instead of our first female president, the orange
one has won. I am sure before long our cities will be
on fire as the demon hordes drag us to hell. OK, so I
am being dramatic ... or am I?

I came to a realization recently that I thought I
would share with you. I had a dick in my mouth years
before I had someone else’s tongue. Shocking,
right? The penis I took to like a champ, but when I
had my first French kiss, I threw up. I am not being
dramatic or hyperbolic — that is the honest truth. Let
me explain. 

I lost my virginity to a boy when I was very young
(13). The hormones kicked in and I knew exactly
what I wanted and I went and got it. It wasn’t roman-
tic at all. We started off wrestling (in our underwear)
and ended up basically negotiating what we were
going to do. It was very, “if you do this, I will do that,”
and so on. He was 14, so I apparently had a thing for
older men even back then. Our wrestling/negotia-
tions went on for years, but we never kissed.

When I was 15, my best friends — who just so
happened to be twin brothers — both had girlfriends
and I always seemed to be a fifth wheel. So one af-
ternoon during the summer, they set me up with their
cousin, Donna. She was a cute girl with long red hair.

We all went over to one of the girlfriend’s houses to
hang out while her parents were at work. We would
be adult free till about 6 p.m. As soon as we got
there, everyone paired off and went into separate
rooms. I was left alone with Donna in the living room. 

I knew I was gay then, but didn’t want anyone in
the world to know so I had to keep up appearances.
Donna obviously liked me. Like, really liked me. She
was all hands — I swear it was like fighting off an oc-
topus. I learned that day that girls are just as horny
as boys. I played coy and shy with her, even though I
was playing bobbing for cocks the day before. I fi-
nally got her to chill out a bit by telling her I didn’t feel
well. We finally agreed that I would be OK with us
cuddling on the couch. 

We lay on the couch and I closed my eyes to rest.
I didn’t mind a little snuggling. I barely opened my
eyes a slit and she was staring at me while I pre-
tended to be a sleep, so I kept them closed. She had
been running her fingers up and down my chest so
when she stopped I figured I could open my eyes.
Wrong! That’s when she went in for the kiss. 

I opened my eyes slowly with a yawn and our
eyes locked. I couldn’t look away. I had nowhere to
go, my head was against the armrest. She leaned in
and we kissed. At first, it wasn’t that bad. It was soft
and tender. Then she got real aggressive with her
tongue and started to stab me with it like I was a
vampire and her tongue was the stake that was
going to end my life. It just kept jabbing me, in and
out of my mouth. I pictured that scene in Psycho
when homegirl is getting stabbed in the shower.
YINK! YINK! YINK! I was getting stabbed in the face. 

I jumped up so fast I almost chipped a tooth. I
mumbled “sorry” as I held up my finger up in a be
right back / one moment gesture. I ran to the bath-
room and threw up the suicide fountain drink I got at
the gas station. There was nothing actually wrong
with me other than I realized that I was for-sure gay

with a capital G! Donna was a very cute, sweet girl
with perky little boobs, and she was obviously ready
to do whatever I wanted to do. Any regular straight
guy would have loved to be in my position, but I was
sitting in my best friend’s girlfriend’s bathroom floor in
tears. I had the confirmation that I didn’t know I
needed and it was kind of devastating. 

I think part of me thought that I could have the girl-
friend, a cover up that would help me hide that I was
gay. But when Donna kissed me, I realized I’m not
that good of an actor. Poor Donna knocked on the
door and asked if I needed anything, I said I was OK
just not feeling well. I apologized and told her I

thought she was great but things were moving a little
too fast for me. She said she understood and that
she was sorry if I felt pressured. I think she knew,
“This boy is G-A-Y!” So we spent the rest of the after-
noon watching MTV. (This was way back when they
actually played music videos.)

I think my friends thought more happened in that
living room than what actually did, and Donna let
them believe whatever they wanted. So did I, and I
was grateful. Being a teenager is crazy. Everything
feels like it is end of the world. The smallest thing can
happen and you would swear you won’t get through
it … but then you do. 

Now for a question or two.
Dear Cassie, What is the strangest thing you have

learned from being a drag queen for all this time?
Thanks, Tim.

Dear Timmy, Drag as a whole is strange to most.
My normal is out of this world to a lot of folks. For me,
drag has been such a big part of my life for so long it
all feels normal. One thing that is strange to me hap-
pens almost every night I do drag. It usually happens
about 45 minutes after I get out of drag, usually in the
car on the way home. Like clockwork, I can always
count on a sneezing fit. It is so annoying, but I will
sneeze about 8 to 12 times a night. I think it is my
body trying to rid my insides of drag residue. Be-
tween the powders, perfume, hairspray, bronzer and
other crap that hover in our dressing room, my nasal
cavity probably filters the equivalent of the L.A. smog
of the ’80s. I’m not sure if the other girls go through
this or if I am the only one. 

Dear Cassie, What do you use to take off your
make up? I can’t find anything that takes everything
off? Signed a straight girl that loves drag queens!

Dear Straight Fish, When I first started doing drag
I used baby oil. It is horrible. Then I found Albolene. It
works great. You can get it at Walgreen’s; it costs
about 18 bucks a tub. Now I use coconut oil. It is
amazing. I get it at Wal-Mart, next to the olive oils. A
huge tub will cost you $7–$8. The only downside is it
melts at a very low temperature. If it gets warm at all
it will be a liquid. It still works but can leak if not prop-
erly stored. Coconut oil rubbed into the makeup on
your face, removed with a warm washcloth and then
I clean my face of any remaining oil with a baby wipe
and voila! Clean face!

Remember to love more, bitch less and be fabu-
lous! XOXO, Cassie Nova.

If you have a question of comment, email it to
AskCassieNova@gmail.com.

l+S   scoop

Cassie Nova
Cassie’s tongue-in-mouth disease



• Alexandre’s: K Major 7 on Friday. Ashleigh Smith with Linny Nance and the Network on Saturday. Wayne Smith on

Sunday. K-Marie on Tuesday. Ilumin on Wednesday. Chris Chism on Thursday.

• BJ’s NXS!: Mr. Fall Frolick 2016 Michael Castlow presents Time After Time, a Fall Frolick fundraiser from 7-10 p.m. on

Sunday. Bring your favorite hits from the ’80s and ’90s.

• Club Changes: Imperial Court show at 8 p.m. on Sunday. 

• Club Reflection: The 13th annual Texas Sweetheart Ball benefits children’s holiday charities from 5-9 p.m. on Saturday.

Party on the Patio begins at 9 p.m. on Saturday.

• Dallas Eagle: North Texas Council of Clubs presents a Fall Frolick fundraiser, A Night of Shenanigans and Debauchery,

at 7 p.m. on Friday. Discipline Corps club night on Friday. NLA  – Dallas club night on Saturday. Annual Wreath Auction

benefits the SSC Fund from 7-10 p.m. on Saturday. Purple Party – SCORE! from 10 p.m.-2 a.m. on Saturday.

• JR.’s Bar & Grill: Krystal & the Cool Kids and Chanel L., Alexis, Your Highness and Kylee F. on Tuesday.

• Round-Up Saloon: Dance lessons at 8:30 p.m. on Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday.

• Sue Ellen’s: Radio Love Bus on Saturday. Kathy and Bella at 3:30 p.m. and Edison at 6 p.m. on Sunday. T&A Karaoke

on Monday.

• The Rose Room: Cassie, Kelexis, Krystal, Lindsey Adams, Layla and Athena on Sunday.

• Two Corks and a Bottle: Show Tune Night from 7-10 p.m. on Wednesday. •
Scene Photographers: Kat Haygood and Chad Mantooth

life+style 

scene
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Making the SCENE the week of Nov. 11–17:

Gregolas and Sam on The Strip On staff at S4

The gang’s all here on The Strip
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fashion Optical fashion show

Julia and Kruger at Alexandre’s

Pudge and the gang at The Hidden Door

The Beckeys on The Strip
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Bubba at Italia Express Kathy, Kathy and friends hang on at Sue Ellen’s Mario at The Round-Up Saloon

Bare and sexy at The Round-UpRella and Bryant on The Strip
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election Night Watch Party
@Cedar springs tap House

Photos by Joshua Gustamante

Black tie Distribution Party



State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company, State Farm 
Indemnity Company, Bloomington, IL

Texas County Mutual, Dallas, TX1601560

Drive 
happier.

Join the millions who protect their 
cars with us. It’s one more way 
I’m here to help life go right.™

CALL ME TODAY FOR A QUOTE.

Scott Beseda, Agent
4411 Lemmon Ave, Ste 203
Dallas, TX  75219
Bus: 214-219-6610
www.scottbeseda.com

Insurance

214-599-0808
StevenGravesInsurance.com

11300 N. Central Expwy  
Dallas, TX 75248

Steven GravesSteven GravesSteven Graves Let Us Find ou The Best DYYou The Best Deal!ou The Best Deal!

StevenGravesInsurance.com

Steven Graves

1

214-599-0808

Steven Graves
AgencyInsurance 

StevenGravesInsurance.com

1300 N. Central Expwy  1
TX 75248Dallas, 

StevenGravesInsurance.com

Steven Graves

Associations  | Homeowners 
Investment Properties | Condominiums | Home & 

Businesses | Renters | Health

 #1 Insurance Dallas’
Gay Owned and Operated for
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Let Us Find 
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Auto Insurance Companies... 36 Home & 
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ownhomes 

Auto Insurance Companies...

ou The Best Deal!
Insurance

Home Services

SERVING THE LGBT COMMUNITY FOR OVER 25 YEARS!
JadeAirDallas.com 

214.522.2805
214.923.7904

Don’t Fall Behind. Have your System Serviced!
Home Services

Now Hiring Staff
for the 2016 Holiday Season. 
We design, install & re-pack, 
elegant interior home decor.

Season begins 
November 14th

For more details call 
214-850-9885

MJK Productions

It’s  
Christmas Time!!! COACHINGBEYOND

Future | Forward | Change
                                    — For our community

Personal, Team & Leadership Coaching

Dale Holdman, BSN, MA
      Board Trained and ICF Certified

Call today! 469-917-8700
Visit CoachingBeyond.com

Personal CareMarketPlace
Your calling card for LGBT Texas business

For information on advertising call us at:
214-754-8710 ext. 110. Visit us online at:

dallasvoice.com/marketplace

The Premier Media Source for LGBT Texas

MarketPlace
Employment

FULL BODY MASSAGE BY
Swedish Massage
WINTER SPECIAL!

Arapaho & Coit
MassagesByChad.com

 mt 025786

edish MassageSw
WINTER SPECIAL!

apaho & CoitAr
MassagesByChad.com

edish Massage
WINTER SPECIAL!

MassagesByChad.com

Personal Care

Robert York
214

271.5973

Cleaning Services

DALLAS VOICE MARKETPLACE
Advertising rates starting
as low as $34 per week

214-754-8710 ext.110

SOAR
ABOVE YOUR COMPETITION
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214-558-8426

FOR
RENT

Real Estate                         

Best Movers 
Dallas

Contact us today: 972-941-8000
info@BestMoveinDFW.com

14+ Years Serving DFW
Online Quote at BestMoversDallas.com

TXDMV#000595113B
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Real Estate                         

Tim Stoll
Experience. Trust. Results.
Keller Williams Urban Dallas

214-868-2959

im StollTim StollT
rust. ResultsExperience. T Trust. Results.

illiams Urban DallasWKeller 

214-868-2959
tim@timstoll.com 

.timstoll.comwww

rust. Results.
illiams Urban Dallas

214-868-2959
tim@timstoll.com 

.timstoll.com

Real Estate                         

2 Bed/2 Bath 
2 Car Garage

1500 SqFt. Duplex 
Fireplace, Fenced, 

Garage, Granite Tops, 
Tile, Pets Nego. 
 $1450 + dep.

469-544-8940

3608 Hopetown Dr
Real Estate                         Law Firm

Experience Counts!
20+ Years Supporting the Community

Experience Counts!
ears Supporting the CommunityYYears Supporting the Community20+ 
Experience Counts!

ears Supporting the Community

Moving

MarketPlace
Your calling card for LGBT Texas business

For information on advertising call us at:
214-754-8710 ext. 110. Visit us online at:

dallasvoice.com/marketplace

The Premier Media Source for LGBT Texas

Filthy? 
Dirty? 
A little 

Nasty?
...Just the way we like it!
469-231-4131

www.scrubbcleaning.com
info@scrubbcleaning.com

Cleaning Services

Fort Worth, Arlington, Keller, 
Mid Cities, Weatherford

Bob Hardie
Hardie Group DFW

Keller Williams Realty 
6333 Camp Bowie Blvd  
Fort Worth, TX 76116

www.bobhardie.com
817-797-5437

Tarrant County Specialist
Real Estate                         

Moving
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Keller Williams 
Realty

www.mrealtygroup.com
toddmaley@aol.com

Todd Maley

972-205-0636

LET’S MAKE A
DEAL!

Proudly 
Serving 

the LGBT 
Community

Real Estate                         

Adult

ANDREW COLLINS
REALTOR

214.668.8287
Andrew@ClayStapp.COM

 OLLINSCANDREW OLLINS  
ORTREALLT

74.668.82812
OMp.CpatySw@ClaerAnd

 
Real Estate                         

Adult

MarketPlace
Your calling card for LGBT Texas business

For information on advertising call us at:
214-754-8710 ext. 110. Visit us online at:

dallasvoice.com/marketplace

The Premier Media Source for LGBT Texas

MarketPlace

PR, Marketing &
Crisis Communications

KRIS MARTIN
KrisMartinPR.com

krismartinpr@gmail.com
214-287-1068

Kris Martin 
Delivers Results!

A new sophisticated upscale
community in the heart of Oak Lawn! 

Leasing office open daily ’til 6pm

3280 Cedar Plaza Lane

w sophisticatA ne
unity in the hearcomm

Leasing office open daily ’

3280 Cedar Plaza Lane

ed upscalew sophisticat
wn! t of Oak Launity in the hear

til 6pmLeasing office open daily ’
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Real Estate                         

Personal Care

Perfect Agent
Perfect Home
Perfect Listing

All Found in the

CLASSIFIEDS

Advertisment

ROOM-MATE TO SHARE

Upper story of lovely duplex near Inwood/
Lovers...approx. 1,800. Private bdrm./bath. 

w/ gas range,d/w,  w/d/. Hardwoods  

garage. Largely unfurnished. Prof. single female 

Rent is $850.00 plus 1/2 utilities. 

Available immediately...

469-877-5163 
or 214-415-074

Real Estate                         
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Across
1 Dick of Bewitched
5 NG: Speak like a tough guy
9 Rock-bottom
14 East of Eden director Kazan
15 Out partner
16 Cockamamie
17 Writer of the TV series One Missis-
sippi
19 Family of Chaz
20 Top, to bottom
21 Perry Mason star Raymond
23 NG: Decimal point
24 NG: Get a load of
26 Start of a comment by the mom of
17-Across about her not eating much
as a child
28 One of the Elton John tunes that
"say so much"
32 The Tin Man’s best friend
33 Mabius of Ugly Betty
34 Organ pleasured by Bernstein
36 Family room piece
40 More of the comment
44 Rock-like
45 One ruled by a queen
46 Cicero’s queer
47 Olivia cruiser
50 Emma Peel was one
52 More of the comment

55 Came upon
56 NG: Suffix with profit
57 Historic Stonewall event
59 Michelangelo’s land
64 Penetrate
66 End of the comment
68 TÈa of  Spanglish 
69 NG: River to the Caspian Sea
70 Girl who goes both ways?
71 Turns on
72 Sit for Mapplethorpe
73 Stud poker demand

Down
1 NG: Abominable snowman
2 Brothers & Sisters producer Ken
3 Fits your first mate’s mast
4 Lucci’s Erica in All My Children
5 More like something in the state of
Denmark
6 NG: Gardener on screen
7 NG: Balkan dweller
8 Novelist Marcel
9 Words sung by an opera queen
10 Bowie collaborator
11 Network of Wedding Wars
12 You might stick it where it doesn’t
belong
13 NG:Proctor’s handouts
18 NG: Estimate ending

22 P on Socrates’ paper
25 NG: Actor Richard
27 NG: Wield authority
28 Salty bodies
29 His grandmother had a Woody
30 Spice for your pickle
31 NG: Sharp divide
35 Obstacle, to Shakespeare
37 Zipper problem
38 NG: French 101 verb
39 Peter the Great, for one
41 Oscar nominee for The Hours
42 Lions or Tigers or Bears
43 It arouses soldiers in the sack
48 NG: Three on a sundial
49 NG: Support
51 Caesar’s last question
52 NG: Has a hunch
53 O’Connor of Xena
54 Halliwell’s partner
58 NG: Dangerous charger

60 Opposite of loads
61 Dotterman’s Antonia’s ___ _
62 NG: New Rochelle, N.Y. college
63 Like a meticulous bottom?
65 NG: Put a halt to
67 Vegas opening

Solution on page 37

One Mississippi 
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