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Four years running winner of Best Criminal
Defense Attorney by the readers of Dallas Voice! 	�����������


�������������

������������
���������"���� ��� �����������������

����	��������������

PPeerrssoonnaall IInnjjuurryy  
CCrriimmiinnaall DDeeffeennssee

����	������ ��#�
����
�����
�������������������#��

�����!��

CRIMINAL DEFENSE 
DWI * Family Violence * Misdemeanor * Felony Charges

CIVIL LITIGATION
Landlord/Tenant * Probate * Contracts

FREE CONSULTATIONS / COMPETITIVE RATES / PAYMENT PLANS

214.530.2056
www.marcfellman.com

3102 Maple Avenue, Suite 400 Dallas, TX 75201

Marc A. Fellman
Attorney & Counselor-at-Law

10

Employment
Discrimination Lawyer

2613 Thomas Ave., Dallas, TX 75204

Rob Wiley, P.C.
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Olinger Law, pllc

Lynn S. Olinger
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Trans woman murdered 
in Mississippi

A Navy seaman in training has been arrested and
charged with robbing and murdering Dee Whigham,
25, a transgender woman from Shubuta, Miss., who
was found dead in a motel room in Ocean Springs,
Miss., on July 23.

Whigham is the 16th trans person to be mur-
dered in the U.S. this year.

Whigham was found stabbed to death at the
Best Western Plus Cypress Creek hotel off Interstate
10 where she was staying with several people after
traveling to Biloxi to attend the Gulf Coast Black
Rodeo at the Mississippi Coast Coliseum.

Dwanya Hickerson, 20, of New Orleans, was ar-
rested Monday morning, July 25, and charged with
capital murder in Whigham’s death. Jackson County
Sheriff’s Capt. Chris Stratton said Hickerson was
shown on surveillance video leaving the hotel, and
investigators there obtained a warrant to search
Hickerson’s residence.

Sheriff Mike Ezell has said his department is in-
vestigating and “If this turns out to be a hate crime,
we will pursue this to the fullest in court.”

— David Taffet

13th annual Miss LifeWalk 
Pageant breaks records

Tiaras, glamorous gowns and house-rocking per-
formances raised $53,412 — 33 percent more than
in 2015 — at the 13th annual Miss LifeWalk pageant
Sunday, July 24, at the Rose Room in S4. The 2016
Pageant was produced by the Guys and Dolls Life-
Walk Team and hosted by Heather Thomas and
Mark Manley.

“Guys and Dolls is delighted that the Miss Life-
Walk Pageant continues to grow and gets bigger
and better every year,” pageant organizer Landon
Starnes said. 

Vanity Storm was crowned Miss LifeWalk 2016.

Over the past 13 years, the pageant has raised
more than $189,283 for LifeWalk.

LifeWalk 2016 takes place Sunday, Oct. 9, begin-
ning and ending in Lee Park. This year’s walk will
benefit AIDS Arms, Inc. and other AIDS services
partner agencies: Abounding Prosperity, AIDS Inter-
faith Network, AIDS Services of Dallas, Cathedral of
Hope, Dogs Matter, Greg Dollgener Memorial AIDS
Fund, Tucker’s Gift, Turtle Creek Chorale, The
Women’s Chorus of Dallas and UT Southwestern
Community Prevention and Intervention Unit.

Register for the event at LifeWalk.org.
— David Taffet 

Lambda Legal sues nursing 
facility for elder abuse

Lambda Legal filed suit on Wednesday, July 27,
against Glen St. Andrew Living Community in Niles,
Ill. for failing to protect Marsha Wetzel, a lesbian sen-
ior who is a resident of the facility. In her suit, she
claims the facility and its administrators failed to pro-
tect her from “harassment, discrimination and vio-
lence she has endured at the hands of other
residents because of her sex and sexual orienta-
tion.”

“Glen St. Andrew calls itself ‘a community of car-
ing,’ but when the staff ignores the harassment and
violence directed at Marsha, they are not caring at
all,” Lambda Legal attorney Karen Loewy, who spe-
cializes in senior issues. “There is a clear pattern of
discrimination here. The facility and its staff have ig-
nored our client’s pleas for help after being harassed
and attacked because she is a lesbian and because
she is a woman who loved and created a family with
another woman for 30 years.”

Over the weekend, the Coalition for Aging LGBT
held a conference at the SMU campus in Plano to
discuss issues that included treatment of LGBT eld-
erly in assisted living and nursing facilities.

— David Taffet

AT THE DNC: Above left, former Fort Worth City Councilman Joel Burns and his husband, J.D., visit

with LBJ’s daughter, Lynda Johnson Robb. Above right, First Lady Michelle Obama speaks during the

first night of the convention. (FLOTUS photo by Michael Key/Washington Blade)
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Burlesque with a queer twist
More than 50 performers from across Texas and

the U.S. converge on Dallas this weekend for the in-

augural Texas Queerlesque Festival. The event in-

cludes two main stage shows and two days of

workshops, networking events and vendors.

Networking and education events take place at

Sue Ellen’s, 3014 Throckmorton St., and the two

showcase events will be held at Viva’s Lounge, a

burlesque theater located at 1350 Manufactur-

ing St., Ste. 120.

Producers are Lillith Grey and Milo Cox.

Grey has been performing and producing

shows in the Dallas area for more than 10

years. She was owner of Gloryhole Pro-

ductions and a founder of Brain Tease

Dallas, Tuesday Tease at Sue Ellen’s and

Glitterbomb Denton. Cox is well known

as emcee for Glitterbomb Denton and as

a Viva’s Lounge bartender. Cox is also a

visual artist, printmaker and artistic di-

rector of Sundown Collaborate Theatre.

The producers noted that the Texas

Queerlesque Festival “aims to be a safer

space for our cast, crew, audiences and

communities.” And as such, “Performances

or presentations which include cultural ap-

propriation, racism, sexism or other themes of

oppression and marginalization will not be al-

lowed. However, cultural exchange and reflec-

tion, social critique and artistic explorations of

difficult topics are encouraged.”

They added that content warnings will be pro-

vided at the beginning of each show, and perform-

ers exploring potentially controversial topics will be

encouraged to release artist statements about their

work.

Performers will include Draconis, Chola Magno-

lia, Queertini Time, J.D. Hancock, Jeez Loueez and

Foxy Blue Orchid, and many more.

The festival began Thursday night with the Uni-

corn Sparkle Party at Sue Ellen’s, and continues Fri-

day with a private networking happy hour, also at

Sue Ellen’s, from 4-6 p.m. The party, free to festival

attendees with a wristband, includes drink specials

and an appetizer buffet.

The Friday night showcase, Sequins and Sass,

begins at 8 p.m. at Viva’s Lounge, and will be fol-

lowed by after-parties at Viva’s and Sue Ellen’s. 

Saturday begins with the Unicorn School, featur-

ing seven workshops, from 11 a.m.-4 p.m., and pri-

vate networking parties at Sue Ellen’s from 4-6 p.m.

The All That Glitters showcase begins at 8 p.m. at

Viva’s lounge and will, again, be followed by after-

parties at Viva’s and Sue Ellen’s.

The festival concludes Sunday with a Twerk N

Jerk workshop led by Jeez Loueez crom 1-2:30

p.m., and the Wind-Down Party with live music from

2-6 p.m., both at Sue Ellen’s.

Networking and after-parties are free to all festival

attendees. Tickets to all workshops and showcases

range in price, depending on the event, with pack-

age deals available. Attendees to all events must be

at least 18 years old and will be required to show a

valid U.S. ID card or a valid passport.

At all TXQF events, you are required to show a

valid US identification card or a valid passport veri-

fying you are over the age of 18. 

For information or to purchase tickets, visit Texas-

QueerlesqueFestival.com.

WHEN

Thursday, July 28, 2016 at 9 p.m. - Sunday,

July 31, 2016 at 9 p.m. (CDT) 

WHERE

Sue Ellen’s, 3014 Throckmorton St.

Viva’s Lounge, 1350 Manufacturing St.Lillith Grey

Model 
Homes Now 

Open!
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•pet of the week / JENNY

Jenny is a 3-month-old shepherd mix that, already
weighing in at 37 pounds, will likely be a pretty big 
dog when she’s grown. She’s always a happy puppy 
and rarely barks. She loves walks and is looking for an
active family. With a little training, she will be a great
companion.

Other pets are available for adoption from Operation Kindness,
3201 Earhart Drive, Carrollton. The no-kill shelter is open six
days: Monday, 3-8 p.m.; closed Tuesday; Wednesday, 3-8 p.m.;
Thursday, noon-8 p.m.; Friday, noon- 5 p.m.; Saturday, 11 a.m.-
5 p.m.; and Sunday, noon-5 p.m. The cost is $110 for cats, $135
for kittens, $150 for dogs over 1 year, and $175 for puppies. The
cost includes the spay/neuter surgery, microchipping,
vaccinations, heartworm test for dogs, leukemia and FIV test
for cats, and more. Those who adopt two pets at the same time
receive a $20 discount.

   Have an event coming up? Email your information
to Managing Editor Tammye Nash at
nash@dallasvoice.com or Senior Staff Writer 
David Taffet at taffet@dallasvoice.com by
Wednesday at 5 p.m. for that week’s issue.

• Weekly: Lambda Weekly every Sunday at
1 p.m. on 89.3 KNON-FM. This week’s guests
are Amanda Robinson and Sharon Herrera;
United Black Ellument hosts discussion on
HIV/AIDS in the black community (UBE
Connected) at 7 p.m. every fourth Tuesday of
the month at 3116 Commerce St., Suite C; Core
Group Meeting every 1st and 3rd Tuesday of
the month at 7 p.m.; Fuse game night every
Monday evening except the last of the month
at 8 p.m. at the Fuse space in the Treymore
Building, 4038 Lemmon Ave, Suite 101;
FuseConnect every Wednesday from 7 p.m.
For more information call or e-mail Jalenzski
at 214-760-9718 ext 3 or
Jalenzski@myresourcecenter.org.

JULY
• Through Aug. 11: Back to school 
donation drive
Real Live Connection, HRC, AIDS Walk South
Dallas, and Oak Lawn UMC present a

donation drive to collect clothing and school
supplies for homeless LGBT youth and allies.
Drop box locations are at the UPS Store, 3824
Cedar Springs Road, Alexandre’s, 4026 Cedar
Springs Road and Oak Lawn Branch Library,
4100 Cedar Springs Road. For information
visit RLC365.org.

• July 29-31 Texas Queerlesque Festival
Queer burlesque takes center stage in the 
4-day Texas Queerlesque Festival, where
cabaret-style performing arts meets the
culturally-rich queer community. The festival
aims to unify, celebrate and elevate, and
showcases Texas premiere performers in two
mainstage shows at Sue Ellen’s, 
3014 Throckmorton St., and Viva’s Lounge,
1350 Manufacturing St., Ste. 120. For
information visit
TexasQueerlesqueFestival.com.

• July 30: DFW Federal Club 
summer luncheon
U.S. Rep. Marc Veasey, the Democrat
representing Texas’ 33rd Congressional
District, and Joni Madison, chief operating
officer and chief of staff of the Human Rights
Campaign, will be featured speakers at the

The Gay aGenda
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DFW Federal Club’s Summer Luncheon. The
event is capped at 200 guests. Business casual
luncheon from 10:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m. at Tower
Club, Thanksgiving Tower, 1601 Elm St. 48th
floor. For information visit
DFWFederalClub.org.

• July 30: TAG Game Night
Tyler Area Gays hosts TAG Game Night in 
the Genecov room at the Tyler Chamber of
Commerce, 315 N. Broadway, 6-9 p.m.
Refreshments and games will be provided, 
but you can also bring your own games.
Attendees are encouraged to bring back-to-
school supplies to be donated to local
charitable organizations to be distributed to
needy children. For information visit
TylerAreaGays.com.

• July 30: Zika presentation
A presentation about the Zika virus and 
what you can do to protect yourself and your 
family featuring Dallas County Health and 
Human Services Director Zachary Thompson 
at 3 p.m. at Lochwood Branch Library, 
11221 Lochwood Blvd. Refreshments served.

• July 31: Holocaust survivor speaks
If you have never heard survivors tell their
stories, this is your chance at 12:30 p.m. 
at Dallas Holocaust Museum, 
211 N. Record St #100. 

• July 31: Sunday Night Fever
Cathedral of Hope’s 46th anniversary party
with ’70s costumes and karaoke. 
From 5-8 p.m. at Cathedral of Hope, 
5910 Cedar Springs Road. 

AUGUST
• Aug. 3. Wine Walk
Cedar Springs Merchants Association’s First
Wednesday Wine Walk takes place from 6-9
p.m., featuring Barefoot Wine. Wine glasses
will be available for $10 at the tent in front of
the Round-Up Saloon, and a gift basket of
merchandise from Cedar Springs merchants
will be raffled off. For information visit
TheStripOnCedarSprings.com.

• Aug 4: LGBT-Friendly West Coast Swing
Dallas Pride Dance country-western dance
group invites couples and singles of all gender
identities and skill levels to learn basics and
beginning, intermediate, and advanced moves
with award-winning dancer and instructor
Lori Hayor. 9 p.m. at You Can Dance studio,
14833 Inwood Road, Suite 600, Addison. $15
suggested donation per person; no one turned
away for inability to pay. 817-500-4962; 
214-566-1260.

• Aug. 4-6: QuakeCon
QuakeCon, a four-day video game festival
featuring North America’s largest 

“bring your own computer” LAN party, 
with panels, presentations, workshops 
tech company exhibits, tournaments,
entertainment and more. Free to general
attendees and open to the public. 
Thursday-Saturday, 10 a.m.-6 p.m. 
daily at the Hilton Anatole Hotel, 
2201 N. Stemmons Frwy. For information 
visit QuakeCon.org.

• Aug. 6: Miss Leo Party
The 29th annual Miss Leo Party and Miss Leo
Contest will celebrate the life of Miss Leo 2005
Jack Langan and benefits the Daire Center
from 8-11 p.m. at the Hidden Door, 
5025 Bowser St. 

• Aug. 6: Charity Car Wash
Team ASD LifeWalk’s 2016 car wash
fundraiser will be held from 9 a.m.-1 p.m. 
at Hillcrest House, 834 N. Marsalis Ave. 
Cost is $7 for cars and $10 for trucks and
SUVs. For information visit
Facebook.com/TeamASDLifeWalk. 

• Aug. 9: Youth Summit and 
Diversity Dialogue
Congresswoman Eddie Bernice Johnson hosts
The 2016 Annual Youth Summit and Diversity
Dialoguefrom 8 a.m.-2:30 p.m. at SMU
Meadows School of the Arts, 
6101 Bishop Blvd. Contact Harrison Blair 
at 214-922-8885 to apply.

• Aug. 9: Bridge Building Network
—Ed-U-CARE
Vivienne Armstrong talks about awareness
about the care needs of LGBT older adults.
Light dinner provided and Gen Silent will be
shown from 6-8:30 p.m. at The Senior Source,
3910 Harry Hines Blvd.

• Aug. 9: Leo Party
The 29th annual Leo Party and Miss Leo
Contest benefit AIDS Interfaith Network 
from 8-11 p.m. at The Hidden Door, 
5025 Bowser Ave.

• Aug 9: Adam Medrano’s Budget Town Hall
Learn about the fiscal year 2016-17 Dallas 
city budget and provide your input from 
6:30-8 p.m. at the Frontiers Of Flight Museum,
6911 Lemmon Ave.

• Aug. 10: Black Tie Sponsor 
Appreciation Party
Black Tie Dinner holds its sponsor
appreciation party at Brendan Bass
Showroom, 2001 Irving Blvd.

• Aug. 10: Holocaust survivor speaks
If you have never heard survivors tell their
stories, this is your chance at 12:30 p.m. at
Dallas Holocaust Museum, 
211 N. Record St #100. 

• Aug. 11: U.S. Rep. Veasey’s Dallas 
August Town Hall
U.S. Rep. Marc Veasey, D-District 33, hosts a
town hall to give residence the chance to share
thoughts and concerns on issues affecting their
communities, 6 p.m. in the Community Room
at El Centro West campus, 3330 N. Hampton
Road. For information call 214-741-1387.

• Aug 11: LGBT-Friendly West Coast Swing
Dallas Pride Dance country-western dance
group invites couples and singles of all gender
identities and skill levels to learn basics and
beginning, intermediate, and advanced moves
with award-winning dancer and instructor
Lori Hayor. 9 p.m. at You Can Dance studio,
14833 Inwood Road, Suite 600, Addison. $15
suggested donation per person; no one turned
away for inability to pay. 817-500-4962; 
214-566-1260.

• Aug. 13: Back to School Block Party
Clothing and school supplies collected for
homeless and in need LGBT youth and allies
through the summer will be distributed 
from 4-7 p.m. at Oak Lawn UMC, 
3014 Cedar Springs Road. For information
visit RLC365.org.

• Aug. 13: U.S. Rep. Veasey’s Fort Worth
August Town Hall
U.S. Rep. Marc Veasey, D-District 33, hosts a
town hall to give residence the chance to share
thoughts and concerns on issues affecting their
communities, 6 p.m. in the Forest Hill Library,
6962 Forest Hill Drive. For information call
817-920-9086.

• Aug. 13 Rugby skills lesson
Lost Souls rugby team, which recently won
the Bingham Challenger Cup, will hold a skills
session beginning at 10 a.m. at Bayles
Elementary, 2444 Telegraph Road. 
No experience necessary. For information visit
LostSoulsRFC.org.
• Aug. 14: Top Dog Couture

An evening of high canine fashion benefiting
Tucker’s Gift’s LifeWalk team from 6-9 p.m. at
The Rose Room, 3911 Cedar Springs Road. $5.

• Aug. 14: AIN’s 30th anniversary celebration
Celebrate 30 years of service with champagne,
cupcakes and live tunes from Denise Lee from
2:30-4:30 p.m. at Interfaith Peace Chapel, 
5910 Cedar Springs Road. RSVP at
Facebook.com/AINDallas.

• Aug 15: Adam Medrano’s Budget 
Town Hall
Learn about the fiscal year 2016-17 Dallas 
city budget and provide your input from 
6:30-8 p.m. at the Dallas Heritage Village at
Old City Park in Browder Springs Hall (the
brick building with the Dr Pepper mural), 
1515 S. Harwood St. Free parking.

• Aug 18: LGBT-Friendly West Coast Swing
Dallas Pride Dance country-western dance
group invites couples and singles of all gender
identities and skill levels to learn basics and
beginning, intermediate, and advanced moves
with award-winning dancer and instructor
Lori Hayor. 9 p.m. at You Can Dance studio,
14833 Inwood Road, Suite 600, Addison. $15
suggested donation per person; no one turned
away for inability to pay. 817-500-4962; 
214-566-1260.

• Aug. 19: Cabaret & Cabernet
Sammons Center for the Performing Arts,
3630 Harry Hines Blvd., presents Cabaret &
Cabernet, featuring emcee Tracy Fulton along
with Denise Lee, Linda Petty, The Larry Petty
Combo, Teddy and Lorena Davey, Jay
Gardner, WT Greer, Sheran Goodspeed
Keyton, Keran Jackson, LaLa Johnson,
Carolyn Lee Jones, Shelley Kenneavy, Pam
Musgrove and Diana Savage. Wine tasting at
7:30 p.m., performances at 8 p.m. Admission is
$400 for a table of eight; $300 for a table of six,
available by calling 214-520-7788 and online at
bit.ly/CabaretAndCabernet.
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Congressman Marc Veasey, representing Texas’ 33rd District, pictured, along with Human Rights

Campaign Chief Operating Officer Joni Madison will be featured speakers at the DFW Federal Club’s

Summer Luncheon on Saturday at the Tower Club in Thanksgiving Tower. Visit DFWFederalClub.org

for details.



Black like aubri

8 dallasvoice.com • 07.29.16

A picture of Aubri’s pre-K class

shows her excluded from the

circle, above. Audri with her

mom Susan and, far right, the

‘I am a monkey’ drawing.

Lesbian moms expected their 

child to have every educational

opportunity available — not the

blatant racial discrimination 

they find themselves fighting

daVId TaFFeT  | Senior Staff Writer
taffet@dallasvoice.com

How does a parent react when her African-
American child’s been discriminated against in
school?

Do you have “the talk” with your child to learn
how to get along in white America? Or do you
find other ways to ensure your child gets the best
education available and has every opportunity
this country has to offer?

Susan Kirschner was horrified when her
daughter Aubri came home from Founders Clas-
sical Academy of Flower Mound with a drawing
of her one of her classmates gave her, with the cap-
tion “I am a monkey” written beneath it. She was
more horrified when she contacted Aubri’s

teacher, who told her she had seen the picture and
didn’t see anything wrong with it.

After exchanging emails and phone calls about
the situation, school officials told Kirschner if she
set foot on the school campus again, they would
call police.

As lesbians, Kirschner and her partner, Emily
McDonald, understand discrimination. But
Kirschner’s father was a Holocaust survivor. From
the time she was a child she was taught: “Never
again.” Silence was not an acceptable response to
injustice.

But that didn’t prepare the couple for what hap-
pened to Aubri, who is black.

The family

Eight years ago, Kirschner and McDonald
arranged a private adoption.

“The birth mom picked us,” Kirschner said
proudly. 

They met the birth mom after sending her pic-
tures of their home and bios that included the in-
formation that both women were nurses. After
meeting, the birth mom handed her baby to them
and said, “This is your daughter.”

“I was breath-
less,” Kirschner said when
she first held Aubri. “We were in total
awe.”

Kirschner described her daughter as smart,
beautiful, funny, creative and insightful. And
Aubri’s skin color never crossed her moms’ minds.
Not until she went to school.

That’s when the discrimination began. In pre-
school.

Kirschner likes to make memory books for
Aubri that include photos and artwork. She made
one with pictures from her pre-K class at Faith
Lutheran Day School in Flower Mound. The two
moms loved one particular picture of Aubri wear-
ing a crown. All they saw was their beautiful
daughter looking like a princess.

It took four-year-old Aubri to point out the ob-
vious.

“Why did you include that picture?” she asked
her moms. She told them she hated the photo be-
cause in it, the teachers and other children are sit-
ting in a circle, but Aubri is outside the circle.

That’s Aubri’s first memory of being excluded. 
“Kindergarten was no joy either,” Kirschner

said. When the children would line up to make a

train, “my
daughter was always
the caboose.”

So for first grade, Kirschner home-
schooled her daughter. But Aubri kept saying,
“Mommy, I want to go to school.”

She wanted friends. So they started looking for
a school.

They found plenty of religious schools around
Flower Mound, all of which told them “our family
wasn’t welcome,” Kirschner said. So they enrolled
Aubri in Founders Classical Academy, a charter
school owned by Lewisville-based ResponsiveEd.

In its two-paragraph “Respect for all” policy,
ResponsiveEd notes: “Students must not engage
in harassing behaviors motivated by ethnicity,
gender, color, religion, national origin, or disability
directed toward another student.” But the 61-page
Parent/Student Handbook includes no anti-bul-
lying policy. 

During the last school year, Kirschner kept in



touch with Aubri’s teacher through emails and let-
ters, always trying to keep things positive, despite
a less-than-welcoming classroom atmosphere.
Even when she was writing to address an incident
that might have been motivated by racial bigotry,
Kirschner began with a positive comment.

Throughout the first half of the school year,
mother and teacher tried working things out ami-
ably — until the incident with the monkey picture. 

The two moms have a file about two inches
thick holding all their correspondence with the
school. It includes a note Kirschner wrote to the
teacher in November: “Today, Aubri came home
crying trying to express that another classmate …
is taunting/mocking and irritating Aubri, when
teachers are engaged with other tasks.”

She told the teacher Aubri was rattled and
frightened by the other student.

Then in October, Aubri was instructed to stay
away from another child after that child made a
derogatory comment about her mom. Aubri was
disciplined, it seemed, for another child’s bullying.
In December, Kirschner wrote to Aubri’s teacher
“that [a student] made a physical attempt to spit,
yes spit, into Aubri’s lunch yesterday.”

In January, Kirschner wrote the teacher about
something Aubri picked up during a lesson on
slavery. Aubri told her mom that she learned that
if the Civil War hadn’t occurred and Lincoln
hadn’t ended slavery, she wouldn’t be their
daughter, but would be their slave.

“We were shocked,” Kirschner wrote. “What do
you say to that?”

Kirschner said she could only kiss her daughter
and tell her how much she loved her no matter
what had happened.

In that same letter, Kirschner also responded to
the teacher’s question in an earlier note, telling the
teacher it was fine to send home more challenging
math problems for Aubri to work on. Despite her
treatment in the school, Aubri was a straight-A
student.

Reaction

April Silliman is an educational advocate with
the law firm Cirkiel and Associates who’s been
working with Kirschner and McDonald. In addi-

tion to unaddressed discrimination by the school,
Silliman’s concerns include “unwarranted re-
moval of parental rights” and “retaliation for
speaking out” about bullying that’s apparently
based on skin color.

Silliman said the Flower Mound campus is the
charter school company’s crown jewel and she’s
learned, in working with another parent of a mi-
nority student, they try to “keep certain people
away.” The tactics are subtle. For example, while
the uniform is the same at all of the Founders Clas-
sical Academies, it costs more for students on the
Flower Mound campus.

The company maintains no counselors at the
school and told Silliman teachers can do the coun-
seling. But most teachers have no counseling de-
grees and are unequipped to do the work that a
licensed counselor does, Silliman noted.

When Dallas Voice contacted the school for a re-
sponse to the allegations and the woman who had
cheerily answered the phone heard the name
Aubri McDonald, her tone quickly changed. She
snapped, “You’ll have to call our corporate office.”

Mike Terry is communication director for Re-
sponsiveEd in the Lewisville main office. He did
not return Dallas Voice’s calls seeking comment.

Buster Spiller and his husband are black parents
who raised three children. Spiller said black chil-
dren are disciplined in school at a higher rate and
that school officials often ignore bullying against
black students. He said Kirschner and McDonald
may not have been fully aware of how black chil-
dren in public education are treated.

But as gay parents, Spiller said, “Our inner pit
bull comes out.” 

Cd Kirven explained how black parents teach
their children eacly how to handle discrimination
and bullying. She recalled the first time she was
called the “N” word. She said it happened when
she was trying to buy ice cream.

“This is how to handle it in the future,” she said
her mother explained. “I’m here to help you get
through the pain.”

She described those “talks about how to survive
being black in America” as “normal, everyday
conversations black parents have with black chil-
dren.”
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Students safer at schools with GSas

According to a new study from Vanderbilt University, LGBT students 

feel safer at schools with gay-straight alliances.

The researchers found that students who attended a school with a GSA were:

• 52 percent less likely to hear homophobic remarks

• 36 percent less likely to be fearful for their personal safety

• 30 percent less likely to experience homophobic victimization.

“Society makes it very hard to be a queer youth,” said researcher Robert Marx. 

“I think it’s reallyimportant to understand the healing and transformative 

power of being a part of a supportive community.” 

Students who are subjected to homophobic victimization are at risk for 

substance abuse, depression, poor academic performance and suicidal 

thoughts or actions. Having a place for students to talk and receive 

support from straight and LGBTQ peers can go a long way in 

reducing those risks, the researchers said. 
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New clinic offers personalized

approach to parenthood through

IVF, with a special outreach to the

LGBTQ community

Tammye naSh  | Managing Editor
nash@dallasvoice.com

T.J. Farnsworth had just started a company
offering community-based cancer services “lit-
erally from my kitchen table” when he met “the
most wonderful woman you can imagine,” he
said. “But because I was a broke entrepreneur,

it took me awhile to feel financially stable
enough to get married.”

By the time his company was stable and he
and Margaret did get married, he said, “we
wanted to start a family immediately, just like
in the storybook tales. But it didn’t work that
way for us.”

His wife got pregnant, but then had a mis-
carriage and wasn’t able to get pregnant again.
So they turned to fertility specialists for help.
They tried artificial insemination — now called
IUI, or intrauterine insemination — and finally
turned to in vitro fertilization. But the difficul-
ties continued.

“We got pregnant, then had another miscar-

aspiring to 
new heights

Our office specializes in providing experienced legal 
services to prospective adoptive parents, birth parents,
gestational carriers, and adoption agencies 
maintaining only the highest of ethical standards. 
 
The sole focus of our practice is adoption and assisted 
reproduction, and we are dedicated to assisting every 
client successfully maneuver through the legal maze 
of family building.
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riage,” Farnsworth said. “So we tried IVF
again. But we had learned more by then, so we
had a genetic screening done first. Now, we
have a two-year-old son” conceived through
the IVF process.

And while they were ultimately successful in
getting the child they wanted, Farnsworth said
both he and his wife felt the whole process had
been an unnecessarily traumatic ordeal.

“It was a very frustrating process for us,” he
recalled. “As a person in the health care field
myself, it was very confusing — why do this
certain thing this certain way? It all — not the
actual IVF, but the process overall — it all felt
very cold.

“I remember so many times my wife would
be in tears,” Farnsworth continued. “She told
me she often felt like we were just part of some
big cattle call. We were treated like a number,
not like people. To me, I remember feeling like
we were dealing with used car salesmen —
there was always some new surprise cost that
kept popping up that we had to pay.”

Farnsworth said he thought at first that it
was just the clinic they were using that was the
problem, that it was unusual for being disor-
ganized and poorly operated. But as he trav-
eled around the country he visited other IVF
clinics and “I realized that they were all oper-
ated that way. It was just systemic in the indus-
try.”

Farnsworth said and his wife talked often
with friends who had also gone through IVF to
have children, and “they all had the same com-
mentary.” And when they talked to gay and les-
bian couples “who obviously had to go through
some kind of fertility treatment to start their
families, I realized that they had even more
struggles. Some clinics wouldn’t even help
[same-sex couples] at all. They’d tell them they
needed to go somewhere else. Hearing that, it
makes you feel like a second-class citizen,” he
said.

Farnsworth said, “The more I thought about
it, the more I talked to people, I just knew that
this wasn’t the way it was supposed to be done.
I thought about it and about the fact that I work
in health care, and I just felt like it could be
fixed. It could be done differently, done better.”

So in the middle of 2014, Farnsworth an-

T.J. Farnsworth and his wife, Margaret, left, 

conceived their son, Wyatt, now 2½, through IVF.

Their friend, Chantell Preston, also conceived her

daughter, Adyson, now 5½, through IVF. 

Their experiences on their fertility journey 

prompted Farnsworth to start a new kind of IVF

clinic, and prompted Preston to join his board.
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mIcheLLe may O’neIL  | Special Contributor
editor@dallasvoice.com

We don’t generally think of domestic violence
in same-sex relationships. Society views the
stereotypic domestic violence victim as a passive,
small woman being assaulted by a large overbear-
ing man.

But domestic violence occurs in same-sex rela-
tionships, too, and LGBT domestic abuse  victims
are generally more isolated than victims in other
walks of life.

What does LGBT domestic abuse look like?
As with heterosexual relationships, a gay cou-

ple may start their relationship happy and loving,
but over time one partner may become emotion-
ally manipulative. And that leads to physical ag-
gression.

Behaviors like wrist-twisting while holding
hands, pinching an arm during a fight, or hitting
are all forms of domestic violence.

One victim asked, “How do you say to your
friends, ‘My girlfriend rapes me,’ when their only
mental definition of rape is a man forcing his penis
inside a woman’s vagina? How do you say you
were assaulted when it comes back to the idea of
‘That doesn’t count’? Well, it does count.”

A 2010 study from the Centers for Disease Con-
trol and Prevention, released again in 2013 with
new analysis, discovered that the lifetime preva-
lence of rape, physical violence and/or stalking
by an intimate partner was 43.8 percent for les-
bians and 61.1 percent for bisexual women.

For gay men, the statistics showed 26 percent

for gay men and 37.3 percent for bisexual men.
In the same study, the CDC determined that les-

bians and gay men experience rates of domestic
violence and sexual violence equal to or higher
than those in heterosexual relationships.

Hurdles to getting help

The abuse is hard to spot, says May Krukiel, di-
rector of residential services for domestic violence
shelter Hope’s Door in New York, because with
same-sex couples, the partners frequently have the
same social network, which can lead to the abuser
alienating the victim from the social supports. A
gay person may also feel isolation and vulnerabil-
ity from social support and from mainstream so-
ciety in general, making it hard for them to seek
help.

Also, Krukiel says, many gay and lesbian peo-
ple feel pressure to have their relationships appear
perfect to avoid criticism from outside the com-
munity.

Coming out is also a key issue.
“How do you tell anyone you are living in fear

from your partner if no one knows you’re gay?”
said Jo Harvey Barringer, CEO of Broken Rain-
bow, a former national LGBT domestic abuse
charity that closed recently due to lack of funding.

“About 85 percent of callers to our [domestic
abuse] helpline have a partner that will use the
threat of outing them to colleagues, family or kids
as a form of control,” Barringer said. And, to make
it more difficult, the victim must also come out to
be able to seek services in the mainstream.

One area of domestic abuse unique to the LGBT

Recognizing the reality 
of LGBT domestic abuse
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Earlier this year, Jonathan’s Place received Human Rights Campaign’s All Children All Families Seal of

Recognition for its work with LGBT families, the first agency in Texas to achieve that certification.

Jonathan’s Place runs an emergency shelter for children that have been removed from their homes

and an inclusive foster care and adoption program that looks for the best homes for children in their

care. (Photo courtesy of Jonathan’s Place)

community is the trend of gay male partners
threatening to reveal their partner’s HIV status or
withhold HIV medication, or a transgender per-
son’s partner threatening to withhold hormone
treatment.

What can we do to help LGBT domestic abuse
victims?

Local police departments need to be trained to
handle reports of domestic violence involving
same-sex couples, because police are often the
first responders that victims meet.

Also, domestic violence awareness campaigns
and service providers could expand their reach to
be more inclusive of victims that do not match the
stereotype by refocusing educational and out-
reach campaigns away from linking masculinity

with violence and acknowledging that violence
crosses all gender, sexual orientation and eco-
nomic lines. 

For more information, consider reading
Marissa Higgins’ article in the Washington Post,
“Why is it so hard to recognize domestic abuse in
same-sex relationships?”, 

Patrick Strudwick’s BuzzFeed News article,
“This is what domestic violence is like when
you’re LGBT,” JD Glass’s article on
Advocate.com, “2 studies that prove domestic vi-
olence is an LGBT issue,” and Maya Shwayder’s
article on TheAtlantic.com, “A same-sex domestic
violence epidemic is silent.” •

Michelle May O’Neil is senior partner/owner at
O’Neil Wysocki — Family Law, specializing in family
law issues for LGBT families.
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AUBRI From Page 9

Although they never had “the talk” with Aubri,
Kirschner and McDonald didn’t sit still as the dis-
crimination through the year got worse and
worse. They realized conferences, letters and
emails to the teacher and principal wouldn’t be
enough. 

The “monkey” picture was the turning point.
In a letter to her mothers, the principal accused
Aubri of writing “I am a monkey” on the picture
herself, even though it’s clearly not her handwrit-
ing. And in one exchange, the assistant principal
of the school admitted he was raised in a racist
home. 

And when the school’s only reaction to the ris-
ing animosity was to ban Kirschner from the
school, she contacted her state senator and her on-
gressman for help.

State Sen. Jane Nelson, R-Flower Mound, a for-

mer teacher and currently the highest ranking Re-
publican in the Texas Senate, was alarmed enough
by the correspondence she was sent that she con-
tacted the Texas Education Agency on the family’s
behalf. That agency told Nelson that cases like this
are handled by the Office of Civil Rights within
the U.S. Department of Education.

U.S. Rep. Michael Burgess, R-Flower Mound,
helped the family file a complaint with the Office
of Civil Rights. This week, they were informed the
case had been accepted and the Department of
Education will be investigating the school.

This fall, Aubri will be attending a different
school. Over the summer, she’s been going to
camp and going boating and playing with other
children.

But how’s she doing in general?
“My daughter is sad,” Kirschner said.             •

According

to a new

study by the

Gay Lesbian

Straight

Education Network,

LGBT students face

an unfair amount of

discipline, including

detention, suspension and

expulsion from school, often

after having to endure

harassment or bullying.

The report found:

• Two in five LGBT students reported

receiving detention, in-school or out-of-

school suspension and/or expulsion from

school. LGBT black, Hispanic, multiracial,

homeless, or disabled students experienced

higher rates than others.

• Among LGBT students, the most common reason

cited for not planning to graduate high school or being

unsure if they would graduate was an unsupportive or

hostile school environment.

• Bullying, harassment and absenteeism may contribute to

high rates of discipline of LGBT students, potentially because

bullying incidents put LGBT students in greater contact with school

authorities. Lack of safety resulted in many LGBT students missing

school, putting them at risk for disciplinary sanctions for truancy. 

• Anti-LGBT discriminatory policies and practices may also contribute to

high rates of discipline of LGBT students; 56 percent of LGBT students

experienced some form of anti-LGBT discrimination at school, and these

students were more likely to have received school discipline than those who did

not experience discrimination. 

• 9 percent reported being disciplined specifically because they were LGBT.

• Victimization, absenteeism and discrimination may also increase LGBT students’ risk of

contact with the justice system. LGBT students who reported high levels of victimization,

absenteeism or discrimination were more likely to have been involved with the justice system

as a result of school discipline. 

• The likelihood of this involvement was five times higher for LGBT students experiencing

homelessness than for those who lived with a parent or guardian.

Unfair discipline pushes LGBT students out of school
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nounced he would be leaving his cancer serv-
ices company at the end of that year to start a
new company to create new, better IVF clinics.
After spending 2015 “designing and managing
how patients should experience fertility,” he
opened his first Aspire Fertility Clinic in Hous-
ton this past January.

Now, seven months later, the second Aspire
Fertility Clinic is set to open in Addison.

Farnsworth said there are a number of as-
pects of doing business that set Aspire apart
from other such clinics, starting with training
staff to “get to know our clients, to remember
them each time they come back.” Aspire also
has a licensed marriage and family therapist on
staff full time and on duty and on site at all
times. And that’s a service that’s “totally free to
our patients.”

“Going through IVF is a very emotional jour-
ney,” he said. “My wife and I underestimated
the stress it would put on our relationship and
that caused some problems for us.”

Aspire also offers its patients the services of
a financial counselor trained to help them plan
that side of their fertility journey, working with
insurance companies, setting up payment plans
and even helping couples find grants that could
help cover the cost. “And,” Farnsworth added,
“we provide all the services for one price, and
it is 100 percent inclusive. It even includes park-
ing. They don’t pay for anything else, ever.”

While most clinics keep the science side of
things closed off and unavailable, Farnsworth
said Aspire is just the opposite. “There’s no
magic behind what we do, just science. And the
embryology lab is where the science happens.
One of the walls in our embryology lab is floor-
to-ceiling glass, so the couples can walk up and
see what happens inside. They can meet the sci-
entists, ask them questions. After all, those sci-
entists are really our patients’ first baby sitters.”

The way that same-sex couples are treated is
yet another way in which Aspire stands apart
from other such clinics, Farnsworth said. Aspire
board member Chantell Preston agreed.

Preston is a lesbian who got pregnant
through IVF and gave birth to her daughter
Adyson five-and-a-half years ago. Like
Farnsworth and his wife, Preston said she
found the process to be cold and impersonal.

So when Farnsworth approached her about
being part of Aspire, Preston said she was glad
to tell her friend yes.

“We thought we could do it better,” Preston
said. “We knew we could reach out to everyone
and provide a personalized service. This isn’t
just a physical process. It’s a very emotional
process, too. And being part of the LGBTQ
community myself, I knew that a lot of my
friends were looking for somewhere that would
understand their lives and their needs. We
knew we had a chance to reach out to the com-
munity in a very special way. We knew we
could do this better and help as many people as
possible.”

Farnsworth agreed. “There are a lot of
LGBTQ couples that need to feel welcome, to
feel that they are accepted and understood

within our facility, and we are doing everything
we can to accommodate that. We train our staff
to accommodate that. We even have some
transgender couples we’re treating in Houston,
and to our knowledge, there are no other IVF
clinics that do that.

Every patient that comes to Aspire is “part of
our family. We’re all going through this journey
together,” Farnsworth said. And that is espe-
cially true of the clinic’s LGBTQ patients.

“From our perspective, and what it is impor-
tant for the LGBTQ community to understand,
we know that every single child they have is in-

tentional. They have to work extra hard. It
should be as joyous an experience for them —
for all our patients — as possible,” Farnsworth
said.

When same-sex couples are turned away from
or treated poorly at a clinic, “that’s not fair,” he
continued. “It’s not appropriate, and it’s some-
thing we want to change. We have a social re-
sponsibility to affect that change. Because of
what we are doing, other clinics are being forced
to be more open with the types of patients they
treat, and that’s a win for all of us.”                  •

For information visit AspireFertility.com.
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The surrogacy option
There are many roads to parenthood, and

Lotus Blossom Consulting helps its clients

explore the option of surrogacy. The interna-

tional company based in Dallas also has a

special program on “LGBT Family Building”

to help same-sex couples navigate through

the surrogacy process.

For information visit LotusBlossomCon-

sulting.com or call 847-989-8628.
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Donald Trump  pledged to 

‘protect our LGBTQ citizens from

the violence and oppression,’ but

don’t make the mistake of thinking

he’s pro-gay

D onald Trump made history at the Repub-
lican National Convention by daring to
utter a string of five letters: LGBTQ.

More specifically, he said, “Only weeks ago, in
Orlando, Fla., 49 wonderful Americans were sav-
agely murdered by an Islamic terrorist. This time,
the terrorist targeted the LGBTQ community. No
good, and we’re going to stop it.

“I will do everything in my power to protect

our LGBTQ citizens
from the violence
and oppression of a
hateful foreign ide-
ology. Believe me.”

And people ap-
plauded, which
prompted Trump to
say, “I have to say,
as a Republican, it is
so nice to hear you
cheering for what I
just said. Thank

you.”
The moment was kind of surreal. It was also

completely at odds with the Republican Party
platform, which even GOP-apologists, the Log

Cabin Republicans, said was the most anti-gay in
history.

So does Trump’s stated support of LGBTQ peo-
ple negate his party’s platform? Has Trump gone
rogue?

Um, no. And also, no.
Let’s take a close look at what he said.
What he’s vowing to protect LGBTQ people

from is “a hateful foreign ideology.” In other
words, he’s talking about “radical Islam,” and I
believe that the applause he received was more
anti-Islam rather than pro-gay.

Even if he hadn’t referenced foreign terrorists,
giving LGBTQ people a shout out after the horrific
Pulse nightclub shooting in Orlando is literally the
least he could do. It’s hardly a courageous stance.

Don’t forget that Trump isn’t pro-gay. He isn’t
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New patients are currently being accepted. Most major insurances accepted. 

Comprehensive 
HIV/AIDS management

STD testing and treatment

PrEP counseling 
and treatment

General adult medical care
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, NP
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Friendly 

Menus Served 
All Day Long!
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& Gluten Free  

Menus available
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pro-LGBTQ rights. For one thing, he did not ac-
knowledge the hateful anti-gay ideology that ex-
ists right here in America. If anything he pledged
his support to that ideology by selecting Mike
Pence, a man with a long and storied anti-LGBTQ
record, as his vice president.

Trump himself has said that he doesn’t support
marriage equality and that he would seek to ap-
point Supreme Court justices that would undo
that landmark decision.

Granted, he changes his mind about almost
everything on a rotating basis; he’s nothing if not
inconsistent.

But I highly doubt that he’s all of a sudden
gonna be the grand marshal in a Pride parade.

Conservatives are, by and large, supporting
Trump because they want a Republican, even a
bat-shit crazy one, appointing Supreme Court jus-
tices. That’s not to say Trump didn’t anger some
of those conservatives with his LGBTQ reference
in his convention speech.

Alexandra DeSanctis, writing for the National
Review, lamented that Trump threw conservatives
“under the bus.”

“Never has the party or its members questioned
the right to life — or the very humanity — of
LGBT people in the way Trump not-so-subtly im-
plied,” she writes.

LOL. Wut?
I’m not sure how closely DeSanctis has been

following the decades-long assault the GOP has
been waging on LGBT people and their families,
but she apparently has a very different definition
of “humanity” than I do.

The right to love, to share a consensual sexual
relationship with another human being, to marry,
to parent, the right to exist rather than be declared
crazy and dangerous and subjected to humiliat-
ing “therapy” and punitive laws — the GOP is
against all of those things. It’s in their goddamn
platform.

While anti-gay conservatives no doubt bristled
at Trump’s remarks and pro-gay conservatives
cheered, the fact of the matter is Trump is a phony
that will say anything to get elected.

A Trump presidency would put the brakes on
progressive momentum that has shepherded in
so many LGBT civil rights gains over these last
few years. Sadly, Americans have a short histori-
cal memory — one need only look at Trump’s
“Make America Great Again” slogan for proof.

He’s a man looking backwards. •
D’Anne Witkowski is a freelance writer and poet and

a writing teacher at the Universtiy of Michigan. She
writes the weekly “Creep of the Week” column for Q
Syndicate.

Photos courtesy of Michael Key/Washington Blade



18 dallasvoice.com • 07.29.16

I
t was “goodbye for now” as the cast and crew of HBO’s mod-
ern-queer dramedy Looking stood in the rising San Francisco sun
tearfully hugging as they concluded production on the story-

ending made-for-TV movie. Just like in the film’s final scene,
Daniel Franzese, who plays Eddie, reminisces, “We broke night.” 

Of course they did. Looking was, ultimately, extraordinarily ordi-
nary, a time-capsule of contemporary queerness revolving around
a chummy, could-be-your-own friend group navigating love and
life in the Mission/Castro district. 

That final diner scene — which bowed on July 24 and will be re-
aired on HBO — wasn’t just our last time with Patrick and Dom
and Agustin and the others who became part of our lives during
these last few years; for the actors, it was, provisionally, their last
time, too. “It was like the last two of weeks of high school, like the
weekend after everyone graduates from college,” Franzese muses. 

Premiering in 2014 to critical praise but a modest following (the
series reached a peak of 519,000 viewers its first season), Looking
was divisive from the get-go, with viewers either drawn to its lan-
guid style of storytelling or vehemently against it. Was it too gay?
Not gay enough? When Doris, the group’s straight girlfriend,
comments on a squabble between main-gay Patrick and his ex’s
new boyfriend during the film, she spoke for many: “Ohh, I love it
when gays argue with other gays about being gay,” she cracks. 

Still, there’s no arguing that Looking broke ground merely by ex-
isting. Beyond that, however, creator Michael Lannan and director
Andrew Haigh (who helmed the gay love story Weekend in 2011),
spent the last several years tapping into the queer Zeitgeist, past
and present. The result was special, relevant and sincere. 

Jonathan Groff, who portrayed neurotic boy-next-door video

game designer Patrick, shared that sentiment even before Season 1
premiered, saying, “I feel so excited to be a part of a show that
could potentially be a great moment for the gay community, be-
cause it’s crazy how few shows there are where there are a lot of
central gay characters. I feel really lucky to be a part of this specific
show because I believe in it so much as a television show.” 

So did Lannan. The screenwriter never believed his idea for
Looking could be more than the images swirling around in his
mind, and even when they did land on the screen, and Season 1
aired, and then the show got HBO’s go for a second season, “I
don’t think I ever thought it was really happening.” 

Before Looking, Lannan was living in New York, where his own
group of friends and their stories became the catalyst for the series,
which he initially wrote as an indie film script before HBO ex-
pressed interest. They envisioned his idea as a series.

“I always thought it should be a show,” says Lannan, whose
2011 short film Lorimer was the seed for Looking. “I think one of the
reasons HBO wanted to do it, and we all wanted to do it, was be-
cause the world has changed so quickly in the past 10 years. This
isn’t the Queer as Folk world — it’s a different world, and we
wanted to do a show about people just living their lives in a time
of great change.” 

Now, he says, in the wake of its final-for-now chapter, it feels
“bittersweet.” Looking: The Movie is a heartfelt send-off with
Patrick, currently living in Denver, returning to San Francisco for a
wedding and meeting up with BFFs Agustin (Frankie J. Alvarez)
and Dom (Murray Bartlett), Doris (Lauren Weedman), Eddie and
former flames Kevin (Russell Tovey) and Richie (Raúl Castillo). 

“We wanted to find some midpoint between resolving their sto-

ries and sending them off on their way for new adventures and
leaving that door open,” Lannan explains. “It’s tricky to do both of
those things.” 

Lannan confirms that they’d already been plotting a third sea-
son when HBO announced the show’s cancellation, optioning, in-
stead, to tie up loose ends with a feature film (and to finally offer
closure to Patrick’s ongoing romantic drama). And so, though “we
were heartbroken,” Lannan and the writers condensed the story-
lines into an 86-minute movie. 

“We just went back to the heart of the show, which is Patrick,
and we let him drive the story,” Lannan says. “I think everyone’s
lives are really reflecting on Patrick, and his on theirs. At its heart
the show was really as much about friendship and the family of
friends as it was about anything else.”

Eddie, one of the show’s popular periphery characters, plays a
pivotal role in Patrick’s life in the film. It almost wasn’t supposed
to happen that way. Initially, Franzese was only booked for a few
episodes. That changed once showrunners witnessed his natural
chemistry with Alvarez during his debut on the Season 2 pre-
miere, “Looking for the Promised Land.” 

Even though Franzese’s HIV-positive bear character may not
have had as much screen-time as his co-stars, the actor and his wa-
tershed onscreen part left an indelible mark on the show and the
people who watched it. And for many reasons. According to
GLAAD, Eddie was the first poz character in six years on scripted
TV (since an arc on ER). His character represented what it means
to be HIV-positive today, introducing PrEP to the TV landscape as
he pursued a relationship with Agustin, who’s HIV-negative.

“Andrew told me, ‘Eddie will never get sick, that’s not what

Life+sTyLe 
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Through the ‘Looking’ glass
How the Texas Bear Round-Up impacted one of the stars of ‘Looking,’ and other thoughts on the legacy of a groundbreaking series about modern gay life 

Through the ‘Looking’ glass
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this is about,’” Franzese recalls. “Know-
ing that, I just kind of put it to the side
and didn’t really think about the impact
it might have. I was more happy and ex-
cited to be a larger guy, a man of stature,
on a television show and shown in a sex-
ual light and not as castrated comic re-
lief.” 

Because it was “just shown,” the feed-
back from viewers has been rich, which
demonstrated to him that, “Representa-
tion matters, and education matters.” 

Still, bears continue to reach out to
him on Instagram expressing an admira-
tion for a character on TV they can fi-
nally identify with. But “most moving,”
he professes, was meeting a “magnetic”
couple — one HIV-positive, the other
negative — when Franzese made an ap-
pearance during the Dallas Bears’ annual
Texas Bear Round-Up in 2015. 

“[The HIV-positive partner] said to
me, ‘You know, I hope that I’m with my
partner forever, but if I’m ever not and
somebody wants to date me I’m going to
show them Season 2 of Looking and say, ‘If you
can get through this, then you can date me.’” 

Franzese leaves Looking with a fondness for
his influential character, the show and also the
cast. Inside jokes, that already-established vibe,
the camaraderie — sometimes, he says, speaking
from experience, joining a show after it’s already
launched feels like a “fleeting relationship.” But
Looking was different. “When I’m a regular on a
show and I have a guest star coming in, I will
treat them with the same grace and respect and
friendship that I learned on this set.” 

Franzese was only recently out when the
show premiered. Now newly engaged, the 38-
year-old acknowledges that Looking was “pro-
found for me in a lot of ways.”

“I had just come out and this was my first job
after that,” he recalls. “To not only be accepted
for being gay but to be celebrated and to have it
not be a big deal — like, it was cooler to be gay
on that set — it was so freeing and reaffirming.” 

Not just for Franzese. Looking’s greatest legacy
could be, perhaps, how it rendered the gay expe-
rience as simply the human experience. It wasn’t
about coming out. It wasn’t about gay people
dying of AIDS. The narrative felt fresh because
finally gay people could just… be. 

Before Season 2, Tovey said, “It’s such a true
voice for gay people. This is, right now, where
it’s like to be a gay man who can get married
and adopt.” 

As the show’s creator, Lannan has been forced
to contemplate the show’s legacy, and if any-
thing, he says, he wants it to represent a moment
in time… and also the passage of time. 

“We wanted to see what happened when
Patrick grew up,” he says about the finale, “and
I think it’s exciting to see Patrick in command of
his sexuality in a different way. He certainly has-
n’t solved all of his problems, sexual or other-
wise, but he has grown throughout the seasons
and throughout the movie and I love seeing that.

“Patrick was always a character who had one
foot in the past as a gay man. He grew up with

the shadow of AIDS in the background, yet he
wasn’t a part of that generation, so he had one
foot in the past and one in the future. I hope
that’s part of the legacy of the show, that it
spanned a transitional period for gay men like
Patrick.” 

As advances in the queer community con-
tinue to evolve, could Looking become an ongo-
ing TV narrative where we check in with these
characters every now and again? What will
Patrick be like in 2026? What will we all be like
then? 

The thought has crossed Lannan’s mind.
“We’ve definitely talked about it,” he reveals,

“and I think if the stars aligned we’d all love to
do it again in the future. I think it depends on a
lot of things, but I would say, none of us would
count it out.” He says that “one of our spirit-ani-
mal shows while we were making Looking was
The Comeback ” — the Lisa Kudrow cult sitcom
was renewed for a second season after a nearly
decade-long hiatus — “so maybe we’ll do sort of
a Comeback thing and check in again in the fu-
ture.” 

Franzese still has plans for Eddie and for the
lives of the young transgender characters who
were a part of the character’s story arc while
working at a homeless shelter for LGBT teens.

“That would’ve been such a beautiful thing,”
he says. “That would’ve unfolded in Season 3. I
would really look forward to that in the future.” 

So the end may not be the end after all. Maybe
the sun hasn’t fully set on Looking just yet. 

“Who knows — later on down the line I’d
love to revisit these characters again,” Franzese
says. “Knowing the people I worked with, I
can’t even think of a production assistant who
would say they wouldn’t want to be back on
that set again. But I think this movie is a beauti-
ful next step in the story, and if we all love each
other and we love these characters, and I think if
Andrew and Michael are inspired with some
story, why not?” •

— Chris Azzopardi

Daniel Franzese, above left, had an epiphany about the im-

portant of his ‘Looking’ character — an HIV-positive man of

size — when he met a sero-discordant couple at TBRU.

(Photos courtesy HBO)
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Journalists routinely email subjects, asking
them if they’d like to participate in a story. When
David Farrier — a reporter based in New
Zealand who specializes in human-interest sto-
ries about the bizarre — discovered a fetish
called “male competitive enduring tickling,” he
emailed the company that produces many such
videos, Jane O’Brien Media, to ask for an inter-
view. 

But rather than receiving a simple “no,
thanks,” Farrier was met with a homophobic
screed attacking “little gay Kiwis” and using the
word “faggot.” The message was signed by Deb-
bie Kuhn.

Big mistake, Debbie.
Instead of scaring him off, Far-

rier took up the challenge to find
out just who was behind this
shadowy corporation, and uncov-
ered a trail of exploitation, cyber-
bullying and, frankly,
psychological disorders dating back decades.
The result of his investigation —the new docu-
mentary Tickled — emerges as part Catfish, part
real-life thriller and all-around fascinating.

For much of the time, you’re never quite sure
what to make of Tickled — is Farrier being
punk’d, or is Farrier punking us? It’s part of the
new skepticism bred by documentaries like A
Gay Girl in Damascus and Stories We Tell: Stories
structured so much like narrative films that real-
ity and fiction seem to intersect. No one would
really attack a journalist so aggressively… would
they? (That’s like prodding a sleeping bear —
didn’t Debbie see The Revenant!?) Jane O’Brien

Media couldn’t be that vindictive to its former
models… could it? And, c’mon: competitive tick-
ling? That’s a thing?

But it’s all real. And it’s fascinating.
With the ballsiness of Woodward and Bern-

stein, but with slightly better haircuts, Farrier
and his co-director, Dylan Reeve, track down the
lawyers for Jane O’Brien Media and surrepti-
tiously film them, learning that their corporate
overlord is well-funded and venomous… even
though none of them have ever met “Jane” her-
self. Even her long-standing business associates
(one, Hal Karp, lives in Dallas) have done Jane’s
bidding, but — when pressed — can’t say for
sure that Jane exists at all.

What if she doesn’t? And if not, who is behind
these homoerotic tickle parties (and worse, the

cyber-stalking that emerges from
them)?

Farrier’s investigation is itself
compelling, like those “gotcha”
news segments that Mike Wallace
used to do, but he intersperses
the journalism with a campy, al-

most bewildered curiosity about male tickling,
how gay it is and how anti-gay Jane O’Brien
Media is. (And we all know the truth about ho-
mophobia: The more you protest…) 

Farrier himself is a quirky screen presence,
with his Hobbit-y accent and calm demeanor...
most of the time. He does get rattled occasion-
ally, in moments that screw with you like an in-
tellectual version of The Blair Witch Project
(another film that mind-fucked audiences about
the boundaries of a documentary). Like him, you
spend a lot of time asking yourself, “What the
hell — is this really happening?” That’s great
storytelling. •

Tickle
punk’d?

Documentary unearths fetish culture ... and the shady, scary figure behind it

ARNOLD WAyNe JONes  | Executive Editor
jones@dallasvoice.com

TICKLED
Davie Farrier, Dylan Reeve.

Rated R. 90 mins. Now playing at
Landmark’s Magnolia.

YEAH, IT’S A THING  |  A willing participant demonstrates his side career as a professional tickle subject,

right, for journalist and filmmaker David Farrier, far left, in the fascinating (and sexy) documentary ‘Tickled.’

L+s       screen
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Not long after the Volkswagen Beetle mi-
grated to America, some enterprising, sand-lov-
ing fool ripped off most of the body, jacked it up,
installed off-road tires and headed for the
beach... and consequently, the sand dunes. It
turned out to be one heck of a dune buggy, virtu-
ally indestructible with power in the right place
to charge up sand-one hill. 

Trying to spark slow sales fol-
lowing its disastrous emissions
scandal, Volkswagen again
pounds sand in an Outback-
Meets-Beetle mashup it calls, ap-
propriate, the Dune.

If the Sandstorm Yellow Metallic paint doesn’t
grab your attention, perhaps the Dune’s exclu-
sive beefy bumpers, redesigned air intakes,
whale-tail spoiler and bruise-rebuffing black
lower body cladding will. An increased ride
height and 18-in. alloy wheels with all-season
tires convey adventure beyond its actual ability.
It all looks upscale with LED taillamps and driv-
ing lights. All of the hiking gear takes this cutie
to the elements and makes it acceptable for gra-
nola-munching guys and gals. 

The interior looks like Phyllis Nefler (of Troop
Beverly Hills fame) took the Bug to Giorgio Bev-
erly Hills for couture reform. Leatherette and

canvas seats are ravishing in Dune Gray and
Black with Yellow piping. Same for the leather-
wrapped steering wheel with contrasting yellow
stitching. Exterior paint continues to the dash
and doors for a classic metal look. Adjust the
ambient interior lighting and rock that runway. 

Manual climate control and seat adjustments
give the wrong impression that this is an
anachronistic car, stuck in another time. While it
maintains its long-cultivated appeal, the Beetle

Dune is loaded with a 6.3-in.
touchscreen, CD player, USB con-
nection and Bluetooth. A
rearview camera and around-
view monitor for front/rear
parking assist enhance safety.
Crank the 8-speaker audio sys-

tem, flip the rear seats, toss in your favorite gear,
and head for fun. A little Beach Boys would be
perfect to get your motor revving.

It’s a peppy little puppy, driven by a 1.8-liter
turbocharged four-cylinder engine that delivers
170 horsepower and 184 lb.-ft. of torque. All-
wheel-drive is not available in the Dune, but the
front-driven wheels do a good job of managing
the power. And our car had a 6-speed automatic
transmission with manual shift mode to move
power smoothly and help achieve 25/34-MPG
city/hwy.

L+s   auto

Reeling from a terrible year, Volkswagen packs tons o’ fun in a sporty mini

CAsey WiLLiAMs  | Auto Reviewer
autocasey@aol.com

’16 DUNe

Volkswagen. 170 horsepower,
1.8 liter T4. 25/34-MPG
city/hwy. As-tested price:

$25,065.

SUMMER OF LOVIN’  |  Even away from the coast, the Dune is a fun way to explore off-road adventure in

the summer months.

Dune: VW’s Buggy

• DUNE Page 25

* Includes mashed potatoes, veggie, & dinner roll.
   Up to 3 servings per guest.
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L
avish, costly, performed only once, industrial musicals were like Broadway shows written for
boardrooms. Often starring top talent and written by folks (like the gay composing team Kander
and Ebb) who’d later have Broadway hits, they sang of toilets and tractors, dog food and Dodge

trucks. 
Longtime Late Show with David Letterman and Maya & Marty comedy writer Steve Young has be-

come an expert on and champion of vintage “industrials.” He’s collected more than 200 shows on LP,
co-written a book (Everything’s Coming Up Profits, with fellow enthusiast Sport Murphy) and now is
on a cross-country show-and-tell tour of stories, plus film and audio clips, titled The Lost World of In-
dustrial Musicals, coming to the Texas Theatre Thursday. 

It was in dusty bins of LPs at used record stores and then in list-
ings on eBay that Young came across discarded gems issued as sou-
venir albums for sales meetings and trade shows. Ford-i-fy Your
Future was a 1959 Ford tractor musical written by Sheldon Harnick
and Jerry Bock, years before they hit big with Fiddler on the Roof. Go
Fly a Kite, a recording of a 1966 GE employee extravaganza, was by John Kander and Fred Ebb, later
famous for Cabaret and Chicago. (You can hear some of the tunes online at IndustrialMusicals.com.)

Broadway performers loved doing industrials, says Young, because they paid better than union
minimum. Bob Fosse, Chita Rivera, Florence Henderson, Hal Linden, Sarah Jessica Parker and queer
Texas legend Tommy Tune all did them, as did Adam Lambert in his pre-American Idol days. Linden
has said income from gigs like Diesel Dazzle, done by GM in 1966, kept him from having to drive a
cab or wait tables.

Before arriving in Dallas, Young took a break to preview what to expect in his appearance here and
just how gay those old industrials were allowed to be. •

— Elaine Liner

Dallas Voice: Many of the performers in them

were gay, but how campy could these indus-

trial musicals be in the gray flannel Mad Men

era?  Steve Young: The corporations were gener-
ally very conservative socially, though occasion-
ally you see them being a bit progressive in
casting people of color in the mid ’60s, or trying to
portray women as more than wives or scantily-
clad dancers. I don’t recall any gay overtones in
any show... however, a performer once told me
about a car company dress rehearsal in the ’60s
attended by all the top company brass. During a

demonstration of a truck’s lift gate, one cast mem-
ber accidentally pinched another’s finger. The
man was obviously in great pain, and the other
guy, not knowing what else to do, kissed him.
There was a sudden silence. Everyone thought,
oh, now there’s going to be trouble with the exec-
utives. But it was never mentioned. I guess “show
people” got a certain amount of leeway.

Mary Kay’s annual convention in Dallas still em-

ploys scads of performers for entertaining its

sales force. Are any of those shows in your

collection? I have a record album that was part

Anthem for toilets
Former ‘Letterman’ writer Steve Young celebrates the weird, campy 
underground art of industrial musicals

iNDUsTRiAL MUsiCALs

Texas Theatre, 
231 W. Jefferson Blvd. Aug. 4. 

7:30 p.m. TheTexasTheatre.com.

Humorist Steve Young, opposite, explores the crazy world of forgotten musicals, written for trade shows

and other avenues of corporate America, in his touring comedy show. 

L+s       comedy
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of a 1972 Mary Kay training kit, which has a batch
of popular songs rewritten to be about selling
Mary Kay. “Gentle On My Mind,” “Deep in the
Heart of Texas,” “When the Saints Go Marching
In”... apparently Mary Kay folks were encouraged
to sing along. There’s definitely a proud history of
the direct sales companies like Mary Kay and
Tupperware having fun conventions.

Do you have a favorite industrial show? It’s a tie
between Diesel Dazzle, the Detroit Diesel Engine
show from 1966, and The Bathrooms Are Com-
ing!, the American-Standard 1969 show about
plumbing fixtures. Both have truly impressive,
catchy music that juxtaposes wonderfully with the
wildly improbable subject matter. The Bathrooms
Are Coming!, or TBAC as insiders call it, had
songs by the late Sid Siegel, who I got to meet
and interview before he passed away last year at
88. Diesel Dazzle was by the great team of Hank
Beebe and Bill Heyer. Beebe is 90 and I’ve gotten
to know him quite well. There’s no film of Diesel
Dazzle that I know of, but I will screen a film of an-
other Beebe/Heyer project, the extremely enter-
taining 1973 General Electric silicones film. And I
am thrilled to say that I will be screening The
Bathrooms Are Coming! Quite often the material
was very creative, even surreal. Many of the film
clips I’ll be showing in Dallas are out-of-this-world
strange, intentionally or not.

Your old boss, David Letterman, is executive

producing a documentary based on your

book. Was that your idea? The film, which is in
production, wasn’t my idea. Some talented film-
makers got interested after the book came out. In
my show I’ll have a four-minute sample of the
documentary. I’m delighted to mention it’s one of

four documentaries selected by Sundance Pro-
ducing Lab to mentor over the coming year. 

Do you miss having a nightly show to write for

with a target like Donald Trump to skewer? I
have to admit, I was relieved that I didn’t need to
think about Trump jokes during the past year. I
don’t naturally gravitate toward political humor. I
don’t know whether the best possible Trump jokes
and bits from Dave would have made any differ-
ence in how things have played out. Almost all
political humor seems to be preaching to the
choir. I do miss being part of a nightly show,
though, where a silly idea at 9 a.m. could be a
fully-produced bit making an audience laugh later
the same day.

Humorist Steve Young, opposite, explores the crazy world of forgotten musicals, written for trade shows

and other avenues of corporate America, in his touring comedy show. 
On-road, the Dune drives like, well, a Volkswagen. It handles lightly on its four-wheel independ-

ent suspension and seems fit to hammer left lanes of America’s autobahns. Increased ride height neg-
ligibly affects handling, but it’s made up in better rough-pavement behavior. Sitting up in firm
bucket seats, gripping the sport steering wheel, and looking at the large speedometer; you feel ready
to kick the Dune down the fast lane.

Beetle styling — while iconic — is not everybody’s shot of espresso. Some see Porsche while others
see Legally Blonde. And getting in the back seats will make passengers wish for a stretched 4-door ver-
sion. Taking a cue from Subaru, Volkswagen bets jacking up the Beetle, adding body cladding and
enacting the spirit of American dune buggies will increase sales. Get people behind the wheel and it
might.

Prices for base Beetles starts at $19,795, but came to $25,065 as-tested. That puts the Beetle Dune
against stylish and capable compacts like the Subaru SV Crosstrek, Honda Civic Coupe, Nissan Juke
and Mini Cooper. •

• DUNE, From Page 23

The city of Dallas Fair Housing and Human Rights 
Ordinance makes it illegal to discriminate against a 

person in regards to:

Race | Color | Religion | Sex | National Origin | 
Handicap (Mental or Physical) | Familial Status 

(Children Under 18) | Sexual Orientation 

The actions that are covered by the 
City Ordinance are:

RENTAL, including leasing, using and keeping a 
unit, and property management; 

SALES, including brokers, sales agents, lenders, 
mortgage brokers, insurance agents and sellers;

ADVERTISEMENT, including brokers, sales 
agents, lenders, mortgage brokers, insurance agents 
and sellers;

EMPLOYMENT, including brokers, sales agents, 
lenders, mortgage brokers, insurance agents 
and sellers;

PUBLIC ACCOMMODATION, service 
in restaurants, theaters, retail store, and non-
governmental public services (relative to sexual 
orientation only). 

If you suspect discrimination in these areas and 

214-670-FAIR (3247)

CITY OF DALLAS 
FAIR HOUSING OFFICE
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A new sophisticated upscale community in the heart of Oak Lawn!
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friday 07.29—
saturday 07.30

Dallas Cabaret Festival
continues with a stellar lineup

Day 1 of the inaugural Dallas Cabaret

Festival has ended, but the fun is just

beginning. Friday welcomes Linda Petty at 7

p.m., Julie Johnson at 8:30 p.m. and Marisa

Diotalevi at 10 p.m.; Saturday is an all-star

tribute to the late pianist Buddy Shanahan,

hosted by Denise Lee and Gary Lynn Floyd

(7:30 p.m.). And best of all? It’s all free! That

really is music to our ears.

DEETS: The Women’s Building at Fair Park,

3800 Parry St. DeniseLeeOnstage.com.

Wednesday 08.03
—�sunday 08.21

The circus settles into North Texas
for an extended run

Ringling Bros. and Barnum & Bailey is probably the

most identifiable name in the world when it comes to

circuses — and there’s a reason it has long been

called The Greatest Show on Earth. If you wanna

feel like a kid again, this is the time, as its newest

incarnation, Circus XTREME (combining thrills,

exotic animals and performers) is the wildest

collection of clowns since the GOP convention. 

DEETS: American Airlines Center, 2500 Victory Ave.

Aug. 3–21. Fort Worth Convention Center, 1201

Houston St., Fort Worth. Aug, 18–21. Ringling.com.
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calendar highlights

ARtsWeeK
THEATER

Festival of Independent Theatres. The 18th annual

showcase of smaller local companies returns with six

troupes producing unique shows. Final weekend. Bath

House Cultural Center, 521 E. Lawther Drive. For a

complete lineup of performances, visit

FestivalOfIndependentTheatres.com.

It’s Only a Play. The cast of a new Broadway show

awaits the New York Times review to make or break

them in this hilarious backstage comedy from Terrence

McNally. Final weekend. Kalita Humphrey Theater, 3636

Turtle Creek Blvd. UptownPlayers.org.

The Book of Moron. That’s not a typo! The local debut

of the off-Broadway solo show. Final weekend. McDavid

Studio, 301 E. 5th St., Fort Worth.  BassHall.com.

Jekyll & Hyde. R.L. Stevenson’s tale of madness and

personality. Final weekend. Bedford Boys Ranch, 2819

Forest Ridge Drive, Bedford. OnstageInBedford.com.

Querolus, or Missed Fortune. This play — originally a

hit in the 5th century — has been adapted and

translated by Dallas impresario Mark-Brian Sonna, who

plays the title role in this backstabbing comedy. Stone

Cottage Theatre, 15650 Addison Road. Through Aug. 7.

MBSProductions.net.

Smokey Joe’s Cafe: The Songs of Leiber and

Stoller. A revue of the music of one of the great

songwriting duos of the pop era. Jubilee Theatre, 506

Main St., Fort Worth. Through Aug. 28.

JubileeTheatre.org. 

Women on the Verge of a Nervous Breakdown.

Musical adaptation of Almodovar’s film Spanish women,

love, revenge and a lot of spiked gazpacho. Rose

Marine Theatre, 1440 N. Main St., Fort Worth. Through

Aug. 7. ArtesDeLaRosa.org.

CABARET

Dallas Cabaret Festival. Denise Lee presents this free

multi-day festival at Fair Park, with Linda Petty, Gary

Lynn Floyd, Marisa Diotalevi and others. The Women’s

Building, 3800 Parry St. Friday starting at 7 p.m.,

Saturday starting at 7:30 p.m. Free.

FINE ART

Vermeer Suite: Music in 17th Century Dutch

Painting. A lovely original Vermeer is among the seven

paintings in this intimate exhibit exploring themes in

Dutch art. Dallas Museum of Art, 1717 Harwood St.

Through Aug. 21. DMA.org.

U-BE — the United Black Ellument — hosts its seventh anniversary block party with a casino night at their

offices in Deep Ellum on Saturday.  Tickets are free, but RSVP is required. 
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•browse • submit
To submit an item for inclusion
in the Community Calendar, visit
Tinyurl.com/dvsubmit.

For a more complete Commu-
nity Calendar online, visit
Tinyurl.com/dvevents.
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Eye of the Collector. An exhibition of the quirky tchotchkes and unusual

trinkets of nine people prove the axiom that every object tells a story. Perot

Museum of Nature and Science, 2201 N. Field St. Through Sept. 5.

PerotMuseum.org.

fRiDAy 07.29
FILM

To Wong Foo, Thanks for Everything, Julie Newmar. CineWilde,

America’s only monthly gay film series, presents this acclaimed drag

comedy, written by Douglas Carter Beane and starring Patrick Swayze, John

Leguizamo and Wesley Snipes. It opens with a pre-show discussion of

love/hate films, and is followed by a cocktail party and chat. Texas Theatre,

231 W. Jefferson Blvd. 8 p.m. doors, 8:30 p.m. pre-show, 9 p.m. film. $10.50.

COMMUNITY

Panoptikon. The weekly retro disco dance party, presented by Lord Byron.

Red Light, 2911 Main St. Doors 9 p.m.

sAtURDAy 07.30
COMMUNITY

United Black Ellument 7 Block Party and Casino Night.  United Black

Ellument, which provides resources aimed at LGBT urban youth, is hold a

casino night at its Deep Ellum headquarters, 3116 Commerce St. 7–11 p.m.

Free. RSVP at UBEDallas.org/ube7.

sUNDAy 07.31
COMMUNITY

The Giving Table. A foodie fundraiser for the victims of the Dallas police

massacre, with proceeds benefitting families of DPD officers and community

outreach services. Trinity Groves, 3015 Gulden Lane. 6–10 p.m. Tickets

available at Prekindle.com/TheGivingTableAtTrinityGroves.

MONDAy 08.01
CABARET

Mama’s Party. Local singer Amy Stevenson hosts her ongoing cabaret

series, always with special guests and a good time. Uptown Theatre, 120 E.

Main St. Grand Prairie. $10. 

tUesDAy 08.02
FILM

9 to 5. Tumble out of bed, stumble to the kitchen... then get over to the

Magnolia for a screening of the most hilarious of workplace comedies, with

Lily Tomlin, Dolly Parton and Jane Fonda, plotting revenge against their

sexist boss. Screens as part of the Tuesday Big Movie New Classic Series

at Landmark’s Magnolia Theatre in the West Village, 3699 McKinney Ave.

Screens at 7:30 p.m. and 10 p.m. 

WeDNesDAy 08.03
THEATER

Ringling Bros. and Barnum & Bailey Circus XTREME. The circus comes

to town — Dallas and the Fort Worth — for acts of derring-do. American

Airlines Center, 2800 Victory Ave. Aug. 3–14. Fort Worth Convention Center,

1201 S. Houston St., Fort Worth. Aug. 18–21. Ringling.com.

tHURsDAy 08.04
CABARET

Judy Chamberlain Jazz. The jazz vocalist’s weekly cabaret performance in

the back room of Zippers Hideaway, 3333 N. Fitzhugh St. 9 p.m.

THEATER

The Novelist. Theresa Rebeck wrote this dramedy about a Nobel laureate

suffering from writer’s block. Gregory Lush, who recently starred in Uptown

Players’ Mothers & Sons, makes his Theatre 3 directorial debut. Theatre 3,

2800 Routh St. in the Quadrangle. Aug. 4–28 (in previews through Aug. 7).

Theatre3Dallas.com.                  

              

CineWilde hosts a screening of the cult classic ‘To Wong Foo, Thanks

for Everything, Julie Newmar’ at its monthly event at the Texas Theatre

on Friday.
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Artwork by Mark Stokes

This sweltering month, per usual, we’re once again preoccupied with
those dog days’ matters of “size,” narcissism, petty politics and thwarted
marriage proposals — oh, the burning dramas of gaydom. Let’s get right
to it.

Dear Howard,
One of my regular booty-calls proposed to me the other night. The

dude’s, like, only a standby emergency trick. I was, like, speechless. He
dropped down on one knee, blabbering the whole
spiel — the lock, stock and teardrops romance thing
— straight out of a Hollywood movie: a ring, red
roses and everything. 

Somehow, I turned him down flat without laughing:
I was being diplomatic-like about it, but he still looked
just as wounded as a three-legged whimpering puppy
shot full of BBs. I told him that it was just too soon,
you know, and like I just needed more time to
process it all — a total, bald-face lie. Howard, bottom-
line, he’s hung like a light switch but otherwise is a giant man — kind, gen-
erous, chivalrous, even. Hell, he opens my car door for me! Am I, like, a
gigantic asshole for turning down a perfectly good marriage proposal with
no justifiable reason, at all, other than that Mr. Unhung packs a baby dick?
— Fane

Dear Fane,
Yes, you are, Fantasia, you are a gigantic asshole — and of the elbow-

deep-in-the-rosebud sort. In truth, you are even a nastier asshole than
that, for you are also stupid and, unfortunately, stupid is forever. Fane,

hear me: You’ve forfeited happiness with a man who loves
you, sincerely, for a lifetime of ever seeking that bigger-and-
better jackpot cock awaiting you ’round the corner but one
more Grindr click away ’til, inevitably, that day last arrives
where you’re still mysteriously single, somehow… and sud-
denly unfuckable, too. 

You’ve seen the queens I’m referring to, Fane — so many
Botox injections, their faces look like trampolines, hair plugs
resembling a bloomin’ onion from Outback and sphincters so
flappy-wide they can accommodatingly smuggle a full kilo,
easily, while vogue-ing through TSA undetected. Here’s my
advice: You should have never gone out on a second “date”
in the first place with your so-called “standby emergency
trick,” considering he never rises up high enough in the sack
to satisfy your gutter-bottom ethics; moreover, you certainly
should not have led him on to believe, via subsequent booty-
calls, that a ring from him down on bended-knee could ever

make a decent man out of you.

Dear Howard,
Am I the only gay Trump supporter in

all of Dallas County? Everybody I know
is for Hillary. I’ve even stopped admitting
that I’m voting Republican, because of
the holier-than-thou hypocrisy crap I’m
subjugated to by my “friends” telling me
constantly how stupid am I to support a

“bigoted, racist, misogynistic, xenophobic, homophobic, so-
ciopathic buffoon.” Isn’t this America? I thought it was every
U.S. citizen’s constitutional right, and privilege, to vote for
whomever he/she so choose to without being publicly casti-
gated and shamed? — Todd T. 

Dear Todd,
Did no one ever inform you, dear boy, that religion and pol-

itics are the only two topics one never discusses either at the
dinner table or among “friends?” That said, I disagree with

l+s   scoop

Ask�Howard
How�to�do�the�wrong�thing�right

your “friends” on but one of their accusatory charac-
teristics of The Donald: He’s actually not homopho-
bic …. or, to paraphrase Bill Maher, Trump is so
dumb he thinks LGBT is a type of deli sandwich. The
Donald is so out-of-touch, he has no issues, prob-
lems, or even thoughts regarding gays whatsoever;
regardless, it’s a totally moot issue, as the tangerine
terror ain’t gonna win the presidency anyhow… and
Hillary isn’t going to win Texas. 

Dear Howard,
My new husband and I got married just a year

ago last July. I love him even more now than when
we first met; however, he has lately started suggest-
ing us “keep things spicy” by maybe trying out a mé-
nage-a-trois on occasion, or even hiring up a callboy
some sultry weekend night to enjoy tag-teaming.
Howard, I am a hot, hot man! How do I go about fil-
ing for divorce? — Adonis Dickright

Dear Dickstick,
Just where do you get off, Dicky, in presuming

that your sexual charms are so magically seductive
as to prevail over any other testosterone-raging
male’s God-given, wanderlust libido, keeping him
exclusively glued (throughout married life/eternity) to
only your XXX bedroom-talents/schoolmarm-
prowess? Grow the hell up. 

— Howard Lewis Russell

Do you have a question — about etiquette, love,
life or work — that needs an answer? Send your
problem to AskHoward@DallasVoice.com and he
may answer it.

Am�I�the�only
gay�Trump�

supporter�in�all
of�Dallas�County?‘
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On the SCENE w   

Brandon, Sara and Mel Clover, Wendy, Valerie and Raven The Emch-Moog Family: Alyssa, Riann, Andy and 

Rainbow Roundup family camp out at Yogi Bear’s Jellystone Park in Burleson. For information on Rainbow Roundup email info@rrup.org.



07.29.16 • dallasvoice 33

   with Family Life

    , Andy and Rory Rox, Ileana and Noah Garza-Rojas The Vasquez family, announcing new family members coming soon

Daley, Meghan, Camren and Terry Dad Brian and Papa Francisco with Patrick, Michael and Bishop on adoption day
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On the SCENE with Family Life

The Housden family The Million-Rorem Family

Lorie, Kimberly and their kids The Rodriguez family Steve and Mark Wolston with kids Olivia and Matthew
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LiFE+StyLE 

scene

Making the SCENE the week of July 29–Aug. 4:

• Alexandre’s: Filter Kings on Friday. Mi Diva Loca on Saturday. Wayne Smith on Sunday. K-Marie on Tuesday. Chris

Chism on Wednesday. So Strung Out on Thursday.

• Club Changes: Boy Leo’s A Hot Night of Chilling Gothica Show at 8 p.m. on Friday. Wall of Food Show at 8 p.m. on

Thursday.

• Club Reflection: Imperial Court cookout at 4 p.m. and R&B vs. Country show at 7 p.m. on Sunday. 

• Dallas Eagle: United Court of the Lone Star Empire presents Diva-Devo fundraiser at 6 p.m. on Saturday and Match

Game Show at 8 p.m. on Sunday. Underwear Night by Cellblock13 on Wednesday.

• Rainbow Lounge: The Illusions of Rainbow Lounge with Patrick Mikyles as Michael Jackson, Ivana Tramp as Tina

Turner and Ashauntee DeFoxx as Grace Jones at 9 p.m. on Saturday.

• Round-Up Saloon: Voice of Pride Semifinals at 9 p.m. on Sunday. Miss Gay USofA Newcomer 2016 featuring the full

cast of from Pulse Nightclub in Orlando. Preliminaries at 9 p.m. on Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday  Finals at 8 p.m.

on Thursday. 

• Sue Ellen’s: Mojo Dolls on Friday. Trash Can Pong tournament on Saturday. Bella at 3:30 p.m. and Marisela at 6 p.m.

on Sunday.

• The Rose Room: Cassie, Asia, Layla, Chevelle, Valerie, Jenna and Krystal on Saturday.

• Two Corks and a Bottle: Show Tune Night from 7-10 p.m. on Wednesday.

• Woody’s Sports & Video Bar: Titan’s school supply drive benefiting Ben Milam and Sam Houston elementary schools

from 3-7 p.m. on Sunday. •
Scene Photographers: Kat Haygood & Chad Mantooth

AB Soto performs at the Impulse Down to Float 2 party

Miss Gay Texas America Sofia Anderson at the

Rose RoomAlyssa and Valerie at the Impulse Down to Float 2 party

David and Jay at The Round-Up Saloon
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(enter in rear behind New Fine Arts)
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MarketPlace

STATION 
FOR LEASE

BY APPOINTMENT ONLY.
DEPOSIT REQUIRED

Immediate Opening!
Hair dresser, massage therapist

or esthetician with existing
clientele ONLY. Nice room!

For more information 
or to make and appointment, 

please call 
The Landmark Salon 

at 214-505-0022.
Mention this ad 

for 1 month
FREE RENT or 

$175.00/wk rent.

Employment

Special Offer for
New Customers...

PLEASE MENTION THIS AD

  

 
$35 Haircut 

For a limited time. 
New customers 

can receive a haircut 
for $35 or a free woman’s 

haircut with paid color.
 

$35 cut available 
for walk-ins only. 
Cut & color by 

appointment only.
Please call 

The Landmark Salon 
at 214-505-0022

Personal Care

SERVING THE LGBT COMMUNITY FOR OVER 20 YEARS!
JadeAirDallas.com 

214.522.2805
214.923.7904

Home Services

COMPLIANCE OFFICER
Candidate should have a Master’s degree.

MEDICAL ASSISTANT (MA)
Candidate should have clinical experience and a 
Hepatitis B vaccination prior to hire date.

Apply online at:
https://aidsarms.comapnycareersite.com

REGISTERED NURSE
Candidate should have HIV clinical experience 
and be a medical case manager. Bilingual in 
English and Spanish preferred.

Employment

Full-Time Experienced Cook/Kitchen 
Position. Experienced in cooking, cleaning, 

restocking supplies and menu planning. 
Monday - Friday 6am-2pm. NO PHONE 

CALLS PLEASE. Send resume to:
sdelgado@aidsdallas.org

Employment

MarketPlace
Your calling card for LGBT Texas business

For information on advertising call us at:
214-754-8710 ext. 110. Visit us online at:

dallasvoice.com/marketplace

The Premier Media Source for LGBT Texas

Ma  
Private Fam      Private Family Seeks an Experienced House 

AssistantManager/Personal 
Private Family Seeks an Experienced House 

eac

get   
vate  
ptio     
g c  
 ca      

ery      
 pl
tain     
rvi   

ons   
Ho     
Ma  AssistantManager/Personal 

imeHourly Position -- Part T
Responsibilities may include:

f—Supervising household staf
—Maintaining household and event calendar
—Party planning
—Grocery shopping, dry cleaning and household errands

Strong candidates will have the following skills:
—Strong communication skills
—Exceptional organizational skills  
—Motivated self-starter
—Energetic and FUN!

Please send resume 
Peacock@Pitchfordhome.com

—Grocery shopping, dry cleaning and household errands

Employment

 

 

ehouse Data Entry ClerkW  

 

ehouse Data Entry Clerk 

 

 

 

ehouse Data Entry ClerkarW
employees needed for a warehouse 
successful candidates will have excellent 
warehouse and computer experience. 
Our client is looking for people who 

day (8:00am –16:00pm) or afternoon (16:00pm – 24:00) shifts.
Interested applicants please send your resumes to :

ucker@outlook.comJohnMMTTu

 

 

ehouse Data Entry Clerk
The employees needed for a warehouse 

successful candidates will have excellent 
warehouse and computer experience. 
Our client is looking for people who 

day (8:00am –16:00pm) or afternoon (16:00pm – 24:00) shifts.
Interested applicants please send your resumes to :

ucker@outlook.com

 

 

214-599-0808
StevenGravesInsurance.com

11300 N. Central Expwy  
Dallas, TX 75248

Steven GravesSteven GravesSteven Graves Let Us Find ou The Best DYYou The Best Deal!ou The Best Deal!

StevenGravesInsurance.com

Steven Graves

1

214-599-0808

Steven Graves
AgencyInsurance 

StevenGravesInsurance.com

1300 N. Central Expwy  1
TX 75248Dallas, 

StevenGravesInsurance.com

Steven Graves

Associations  | Homeowners 
Investment Properties | Condominiums | Home & 

Businesses | Renters | Health

 #1 Insurance Dallas’
Gay Owned and Operated for

 36 Home & esenting OverRepr

Let Us Find 

Apartment Complexes Associations  | 
ownhomes TAuto | Investment Properties | Condominiums | Home & 

Businesses | Renters | Health

Agency #1 Insurance 
earsYYe 21   and Operated for    r 21 

Auto Insurance Companies... 36 Home & 

ou The Best DYYou The Best Deal!

ownhomes 

Auto Insurance Companies...

ou The Best Deal!
Insurance

Employment

Insurance
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MarketPlace

Experience Counts!
20+ Years Supporting the Community
www.FantasticMoves.com

BEST MOVERS 

MovesFantastic Fantastic MovesMoves

Experience Counts!
ears Supporting the CommunityYYears Supporting the Community20+ 

.FantasticMoves.comwww

VOTED BEST MOVERS 

Experience Counts!
ears Supporting the Community

.FantasticMoves.com

TX
DM

V 
00

52
14

40
B

BEST MOVERS YEARS & COUNTING5 

Moving

Tim Stoll
Experience. Trust. Results.
Keller Williams Urban Dallas

214-868-2959

im StollTim StollT
rust. ResultsExperience. T Trust. Results.

illiams Urban DallasWKeller 

214-868-2959
tim@timstoll.co  

.timstoll.comwww

rust. Results.
illiams Urban Dallas

214-868-2959
tim@timstoll.com 

.timstoll.com

Real Estate                         

The Villas on Holland 

SOHIP  
2 Bedroom residence in a predominately lesbian 
and gay, small quiet gated community. Recently 
renovated inside and out.  Mediterranean front 

with beautiful landscaping. 4 inch door casings, 
7 inch baseboards, crown molding, ceiling fans 

and track  lighting.  Individual heat and AC.  
Gay owned & managed. 
Avail. NOW! 2 Bedroom  
$915/Mo. + elect. and ins.

4210 Holland Ave., #107 at Douglas 
214-770-1214

REALTY

Sell your home FAST!
Looking to RENT 

a House/Apartment?
Need help with 

FORECLOSURE? 
Call Now!

Miriam Gomez
214-607-2214

DFW REAL ESTATE SERVICES
Sell your home ASTF !

Looking to RENT
a House/Apartment?

Need help with 
REUSCLOREFO ? 

Call Now!
Miriam Gomez

214-607-2214

VITE SERAT   EST TALDFW REA

 

Miriam Gomez

ESC

 

TYREALLT

 

Real Estate                         

Real Estate                         

MarketPlace
Your calling card for LGBT Texas business

For information on advertising call us at:
214-754-8710 ext. 110. Visit us online at:

dallasvoice.com/marketplace

The Premier Media Source for LGBT Texas

Proud Supporters of GLBT
Animal Diagnostic Clinic

Specialty Services
Abdominal & Thoracic

 Ultrasonography
Video Endoscopy
CT Scan
Fine Needle

 Aspiration & Biopsy
4444 Trinity Mills Rd., Suite 202

972-267-8300
adcdallas.com

Pets

A new sophisticated upscale
community in the heart of Oak Lawn! 

Leasing office open daily ’til 6pm

3280 Cedar Plaza Lane

w sophisticatA ne
unity in the hearcomm

Leasing office open daily ’

3280 Cedar Plaza Lane

ed upscalew sophisticat
wn! t of Oak Launity in the hear

til 6pmLeasing office open daily ’

3280 Cedar Plaza Lane

Real Estate                         

635 sq. ft. condo. 

pool. Pets 
are welcome. 

$1040 per/month

972-896-6455

Amazing one-bedroom 
Cedar Springs condo!

Real Estate                         

LOOKING TO BUY OR SELL A HOME OR 
NEED AN OAK LAWN APARTMENT LOCATOR? 

CONTACT ME, DON NEILSON!
2626 Cole Ave. Suite 705 | Dallas, TX 75204
Cell | | 214.526.5626

Fax | 214.526.5803

Real Estate                         

Home Services                           
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ANDREW COLLINS
REALTOR

214.668.8287
Andrew@ClayStapp.COM

 OLLINSCANDREW OLLINS  
ORTREALLT

74.668.82812
OMp.CpatySw@ClaerAnd

 
Real Estate                         

Adult

Adult
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Across
1 What guns shoot off
5 West ___ Story
9 Pub order
14 Be plenty hot
15 Boob, to a Brit
16 Start of a Sappho title, perhaps
17 He played an angel in The Bishop’s 

Wife
19 With 60-Across, he played the 

bishop in The Bishop’s Wife
20 Virginia Woolf’s maiden name
21 Left the cockpit in a hurry
23 Ellen DeGeneres and others
25 Sex attachment
26 Whitman’s leaves
28 1903 Gertrude Stein short story
30 Novelist Patricia ___ Warren
34 Should have said
35 Sometime poisonous plant
37 Elton’s john
38 Denomination that recently elected 

a female bishop with a wife
41 Elbow-bender
42 Fights for twosomes
43 Circumcision and more
44 “See ya”
46 Old nuclear power org.
47 “Our” for Ulrichs

48 Stimpy’s boyfriend, perhaps
50 German philosopher Georg
52 Got top billing on Broadway
56 Gay rodeo watering holes
60 See 19-Across
61 Like a bishop and her wife
63 Became erect
64 Annie, to Daddy Warbucks,

in Annie
65 Von Trapp family escape route
66 Lavatory door sign
67 Mar. Madness source
68 “___ we forget”

Down
1 Nuts and bolts
2 Ditch in some Flynn flicks
3 Muck’s partner
4 Timothy of The Broken Hearts Club
5 Second part of Shakespeare’s iamb
6 “All ___ is a room somewhere...”
7 Noisy clamor
8 Novel conclusion
9 With one’s hands full
10 Prop for “I have a headache

tonight ...”
11 Poli sci subj.
12 Warhol pal ___ Sedgwick
13 Sanford portrayer Foxx

18 Like some autobiographies
22 ___ Ben Hur
24 What you do when you sit on it
26 Salami that you stick in your hero
27 Bluesy Bonnie
29 911 respondents
31 Top
32 Hamilton Burger to Perry Mason, 

usually
33 Where they yell “Cut!”
34 Has to
35 Foe of Peter Pan
36 Ithaca school
39 New York state senator Tom
40 Like a lover who cheats
45 Recruit to sing “Jailhous Rock”?
47 Kampala’s land
49 Birds at sea
51 Former NFL player Tuaolo
52 Problem for a drag queen’s hosiery
53 Kind of jack
54 Shakespeare’s stream
55 One way to go
57 Eyeball
58 Breaks for Heather’s mommies
59 Pt. of SSS
62 D.C. lobby group

Solution on page 28
The Bishop's Wife

q-puzzle
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