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Catholic Mass
for the LGBT community

Sunday, March 6
at 6:00 pm

CATHEDRAL OF HOPE
Interfaith Peace Chapel, Lower Level 

dignitydallas@hotmail.com  |  972-729-9572
www.dignitydallas.net

CELEBRATING THE WHOLENESS AND HOLINESS OF LGBT 
CATHOLICS FOR MORE THAN 40 YEARS

Auto | Business | Home | Renters | Life | Annuities 
Pet Insurance | Home Warranties | RV and Boat Insurance 

Contact me for a 
Farmers Friendly Review

James Kelly
Farmers Insurance
214-912-8830 (cell)
972-388-1118 (fax)

jkelly@farmersagent.com
kellyinsuranceagency.vpweb.com

Contact me today!

214-727-2187
kl1812@att.net

Ken Leach, CPA
Tax Preparation
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Colbert arrested in L.A.
Dallas Police announced

Thursday, March 3 that murder

suspect Christopher Brian Col-

bert has been arrested in Los

Angeles and is being held there

awaiting extradition.

Colbert was arrested on war-

rants for tampering with a gov-

ernmental record, securing

execution of a document by de-

ception and money laundering.

He is also a suspect in the mur-

der of Dallas gay man Ronald

David Shumway.

Shumway, 57, was last seen

alive in April 2015, shortly before

his supervisors at Dallas Area

Rapid Transit received an email

purported to be from Shumway

in which he resigned his job as a

DART driver. His home at 725 N.

Winnetka was then put up for

sale and a man claiming to be

Shumway appeared at the clos-

ing for the sale of the home in

June, although he did not have

his ID with him, faxing an altered

copy of Shumway’s driver’s li-

cense to the office later on.

The new owner of the house

on Winnetka found the unidenti-

fied torso of a man in a plastic

bag beneath a concrete slab in

the backyard of the house in Sep-

tember, prompting police to launch a search for

Shumway. Because of posts made to his Face-

book account after he supposedly resigned

from his job, police believed Shumway had

moved to Austin to live with a man he met on-

line.

Investigators determined in February, through

DNA testing, that the remains found in the back-

yard were, in fact, Shumway’s, and that’s when

their attention turned to Colbert. Witnesses

identified Colbert as the man who had repre-

sented himself as Shumway at the real estate

deal closing last June, and police issued war-

rants for his arrest. 

— Tammye Nash

New Travis County GOP
chairman-elect is an 
absolute quack

For an election night that largely bode well for

incumbents (but not for Rep. Molly White!), a few

bad apples still managed to eke out wins.

Among them is Travis GOP County Chairman-

elect Robert Morrow, who according to the

Austin American-Statesman, is a self-proclaimed

JFK assassination expert who owns “about 400

books on the subject and believes that former

President Lyndon B. Johnson had Kennedy

killed.”

He thinks GOP presidential candidate and

Florida Sen. Marco Rubio is “a gayman [sic] who

got married.” The Republican National Commit-

tee is a “gay foam party”. 

Dickey attributed Morrow’s win to high turnout

mainly triggered by the presidential primary.

“As you go down the ballot, there are bound

to be races for which [voters] have no informa-

tion,” Dickey told the Statesman. “It is probably

very likely that the vast majority of those people

were, in fact, unfortunately guessing and

guessed wrong.”

“I’m treating this as a coup and as a hostile

takeover,” Travis County Republican Party vice

chairman and GOP strategist Matt Mackowiak

told the Texas Tribune.

Morrow’s response?

“Tell them they can go fuck themselves,” Mor-

row said.

Morrow will take office in June.

— James Russell

ICE meets with Rainbow LULAC
on LGBT and Latino issues

An official with Immigration and Customs En-

forcement organized a roundtable discussion

about the current state of affairs in the LGBT

and Latino/a communities with Rainbow LULAC

President Juan Contreras, Nell Gaither of Trans

Pride Initiative, representatives from Cathedral of

Hope and the ACLU.

They reviewed ICE’s current LGBT memoran-

dums and their plan to assemble a Transgender

Classification and Care Committee (TCCC) at

the new detention center in Alvarado. ICE asked

Rainbow LULAC to find organizers to help with

community programming at this center.

“We thought this was too much of an ask

from volunteers and suggested that they create

a contractor position,” Contraras wrote to Dallas

Voice.

The group told the ICE representatives that

although they would work with them to get to

see members of our communities at this center,

that doesn’t negate the fact that LGBT Latino/a

community organizers will keep organizing to

fight systemic oppression in those communities.

— David Taffet

instantTEA DallasVoice.com/Category/Instant-Tea

Christian Colbert
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•pet of the week / JANUARY

January is about a year-and-a half old. She has
green eyes and weighs nine pounds. She is fully
grown and declawed, and ready for her forever
home. Her adoption fee is $135.

Other pets are available for adoption from Operation
Kindness, 3201 Earhart Drive, Carrollton. The no-kill
shelter is open six days: Monday, 3-8 p.m.; closed Tues-
day; Wednesday, 3-8 p.m.; Thursday, noon-8 p.m.; Fri-
day, noon- 5 p.m.; Saturday, 11 a.m.-5 p.m.; and
Sunday, noon-5 p.m. The cost is $110 for cats, $135 for
kittens, $150 for dogs over 1 year, and $175 for puppies.
The cost includes the spay/neuter surgery, microchip-
ping, vaccinations, heartworm test for dogs, leukemia
and FIV test for cats, and more. Those who adopt two
pets at the same time receive a $20 discount.

Have an event coming up? Email your
information to staff writer James Russell at
russell@dallasvoice.com by Thursday at 10 a.m.
for that week’s issue.

MARCH
• Weekly: Lambda Weekly every Sunday at
1 p.m. on 89.3 KNON-FM with guests John
Horany and the Rev. Ben Hensley of Oak
Lawn United Methodist Church; United
Black Ellument hosts discussion on
HIV/AIDS in the black community at 7 p.m.
every second Tuesday of the month at 3116
Commerce St., Suite C; Fuse game night every
Monday evening but the last of the month at 8
p.m. at the Fuse space in the ilume, 4123
Cedar Springs Road, Apt 2367; Fuse Connect
every Wednesday from 7 p.m. at the Fuse
Space. 
For more information call or e-mail Ruben
Ramirez at 214-540-4500 or
rramirez@myresourcecenter.org.

• March 5: Moving the Food Pantry
Teams of volunteers needed to move the food
pantry from its Denton Drive Cutoff location
to 2701 Reagan St. To help, contact Volunteer
Coordinator Deborah Cavazos at 
214-540-4497.

• March 5: Pride Easter Hunt and Pet Fest
TCGPWA hosts a free and family-friendly
event with vendors, games, entertainment
and more at the Forest Park Shelter House,
2600 Forest Dr. S. For more information
contact Richard Tinker at 817-921-3318 or
tink2withu@aol.com.

• March 5: Resource Center’s Toast to Life
Mad Hatter’s Ball
Enjoy a night of food from top local chefs and
entertainment by DJ Bunny at this annual
benefit for Resource Center programs from 
7-11 p.m. at the Empire Room, 
1225 N. Riverfront Blvd. For tickets and 
more information visit Bit.ly/1VnT1vq.

• March 5: Reverchon Park Roundup 
The 18th annual cleanup includes planting
flowerbeds, clearing out trash and removing
fallen tree limbs. Pants, long sleeve shirts,
sturdy shoes, gloves, rakes and other small
tools recommended. 9:30 a.m. registration and
orientation followed by 10 a.m. clean up and a
complimentary lunch at 11:30 a.m. at 
3505 Maple Ave. For more information 
and to volunteer e-mail
reverchon.roundup@tsrh.org or call 
214-559-7825.

The Gay aGenda



• March 5-6: Dallas Home and Garden Show
Features 250 vendors, entertainment and more
from 11 a.m.-5 p.m. on Friday; 10 a.m.-7 p.m.
on Saturday; and 11 a.m.-5 p.m. on Sunday at
Dallas Market Hall Center, 2200 Stemmons
Fwy. Ticket pieces vary. Discount coupons
available at Tom Thumb and Randall’s. 
For more information visit
TexasHomeandGarden.com.

• March 6: You’ll Never Walk Alone
Oak Lawn UMC presents “You’ll Never Walk
Alone: A Community Gathering of Hope, Unity,
and Support for the Oak Lawn Neighborhood.” 
The program expresses the community’s
appreciation for the leadership displayed by
Mayor Rawlings and the Dallas Police
Department in the face of recent violent
attacks in Oak Lawn. Performances by the
Dallas Police Choir, the Oak Lawn Band and
Oak Lawn UMC’s Chancel Choir. 6-7:30 p.m.
at Oak Lawn United Methodist Church, 
3014 Oak Lawn Ave.

• March 9: Mother Michial 
Community Service Awards
Awards presented by the Imperial Court de
Fort Worth/Arlington with performances by
category winners. 7 p.m. at Club Reflection,
604 S. Jennings St., Fort Worth.

• March 10: ‘Same Difference’ 
documentary screening
Screening of documentary about lesbians who
discriminate against other lesbians based on
gender roles at 8:30 p.m. at Angelika Film
Center Dallas, 5321 E. Mockingbird Ln. Tickets

available at Tugg.com/events/87275.

• March 10: Gray Pride: Senior Moments
Get to know The Senior Source with special
presentations by Gretchen Feinhals and Arreal
Turner who will discuss provide an overview
of the agency's variety of senior programs and
services for the monthly meeting for LGBT
seniors from 6-8 p.m. every third Thursday of
the month at Resource Center, 2701 Reagan St.
Free. For more information call 214-528-0144
or e-mail GrayPride@myresourcecenter.org.

• March 11: 50 Shades of Gay
Speed dating for gay, bi and trans men
interested in men hosted by The Jennifer
Experience. $5 fundraiser for LGBTQ teen
organization Real live Connection. From 7:30-9
p.m. at Alexandre’s, 4026 Cedar Springs road.

• March 11-13: Texas Bear Round Up
Annual Texas Bear Round Up takes place at
two hotels, Love Field Hotel and Suites, 
1241 W. Mockingbird Lane, and Crowne Plaza
Hotel, 7050 Stemmons Freeway. Day time
events including registration is at Love Field
and evening events at the Crowne Plaza
Hotel. To register and for more information
visit TBRU.org.

• March 11: TBRU BearDance Fat Friday
TBRU’s biggest fundraiser featuring DJ Roke
Cabrera and DJ Chris Spear at Crowne Plaza
Hotel, 7050 Stemmons Freeway.

• March 11-13: Imperial Court Coronation
XXXVII

Punking the Palace — The Windsors Meet
Steampunk: An Evening at Buckingham
Palace. Coronation is at 5 p.m. on Saturday
night in the main ballroom of the host hotel.
Radisson North-Fossil Creek, 2540 Meacham
Blvd., Fort Worth. 

• March 16: An Evening on 
Lesbian Pregnancy
Path2Parenthood and California Cryobank
present a program focusing on critical
information lesbians need to know when
considering pregnancy. From 6:30-8:30 p.m. 
at Interfaith Peace Chapel, 
5910 Cedar Springs Road. 

• March 17: GALANTX Third Thursday
Third Thursday from 5:30-8 p.m. at Parkway
Tavern, 3645 Dallas Parkway, Plano.

• March 17: LGBT Reception for Fort Worth
Police Chief Joel Fitzgerald
LGBT community welcomes Fort Worth’s new
police chief from 6-8 p.m. at The Classic Wine
Storage & Services, 2915 Riverglen Dr, 
Fort Worth.

• March 18: High Tech Happy Hour and
SMU Cox School of Business LGBTQ & Allies
Texas Instruments Pride, the LGBT and ally
diversity group, and SMU Cox School of
Business Strategic Alliance LGBT and ally
group hosts a special High Tech Happy Hour
from 5:30-7:30 p.m. at the Meadows Museum,
5900 Bishop Blvd. Complimentary parking
available in the two lower levels of museum
parking garage. Complimentary hors
d’oeuvres and cash bar .For more information
e-mail Paul von Wupperfeld at pavw@ti.com.

• Through March 18: White Rock
Community Church Stations of the Cross
The 14 Stations of the Cross are depicted by
tattoo artists from Taboo Tattoo and Tigger’s
Body Art in Deep Ellum 6:30 p.m. each Friday
through Lent at White Rock Community
Church, 9353 Garland Road. To learn more
visit Whiterockchurch.info or call 
214-320-0043.

• March 20: The Wedding Workshop: 
An LGBT Community Event
Three-hour, hands-on seminar featuring
wedding industry experts guides couples
through all the steps for planning a
memorable wedding. 9:30 a.m.-12:45 p.m. 
at the Renaissance Dallas Hotel, 
2222 N. Stemmons Freeway. For more
information call 214-754-8710 ext. 126 or 
visit LGBTWeddingWorkshop.com.
Admission and parking are free with
registration.

• March 20: The Wedding Party and Expo:
An LGBT Community Event
Presented by the Dallas Voice, the largest
LGBT wedding expo in Texas includes
exhibitors, a fashion show, food samples, a
community marketplace and free cake.
Donnie Brown serves as celebrity host. 
1-5 p.m. at the Renaissance Dallas Hotel, 
2222 N. Stemmons Freeway. For more
information call 214-754-8710 ext. 126 or 
e-mail EXPO@dallasvoice.com. Register at
TheWeddingPartyEXPO.com. Admission 
and parking are free with registration.
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Obituary Mark Anthony Merrill, 51, died Feb. 24. He
was from Longview and graduated from H.
Grady High School where he enjoyed running
track. Merrillk excelled in his professional field
as a conflict analyst at Jenkins and Gilchrist Law
Firm and at Strasburger & Price LLP.

Merrill accepted Christ early in his life. He had
a presence that would just fill up a room, and he
enjoyed exercising and traveling to different
parts of the world. His favorite song was “His
Eye Is on The Sparrow,” so if you ever hear this
song, please think of him.

Merrill never let anything in life keep him
from achieving what was important to him. He
befriended many people during his life journey
and many people loved him. His favorite quote
was “Bend, but don’t break.” He ran his race and
finished his course and the Lord called him
home.

Merrill is preceded in death by both his par-
ents, Billy Joe Merrill and Marva Louise Chester:,
his sister Marion Edwards; his brother Kenneth
Merrill; both maternal and paternal grandparents
and great-grandparents.  He is survived by his
partner, Kenneth Jackson; four brothers, Ricky
Merrill and wife Linda, Billy Joe Merrill and wife
Linda, Gerry Merrill and Perry Merrill; two sis-
ters, Karen Pugh and Georgia Marie Spears and
husband Melvin; two aunts, Patricia Smith and
Laura Lee: one uncle, Ronald Butler; and a host
of nieces, nephews, cousins and friends.

March 9: Mother Michial Community Service awards

Celebrate the accomplishments of Reign XXXVI Awards and the winners of Mother Michial Community

Service Awards with the Imperial Court de Fort Worth/Arlington. Buffet dinner, drinks and performances by

category winners. a host of nieces, nephews, cousins and friends.
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daVId TaFFeT  | Senior Staff Writer
taffet@dallasvoice.com

“It took 45 seconds to throw away eight years of
my life,” 36-year-old James Laster said, speaking
through a glass partition in the visitor’s building at
the Ramsey Unit prison in Rosharon. Laster is serv-
ing an eight-year sentence at the Texas prison unit
south of Houston after pleading guilty to charges
stemming from the 2011 gay-bashing attack on
Burke Burnett in Reno, Texas, just outside Paris.

Laster said he keeps himself busy in jail. He gets
up at 4:30 in the morning and does 300-400
pushups. After breakfast, he works as a teacher’s
aide in cabinetmakers class. 

“I’m good at it,” he said.
He said he enjoys showing others who’ve never

touched a skill saw or a drill how to use them to
build furniture. He called his job therapeutic.

Later in the day Laster said he works on his as-
sociate’s degree. He’s taking four classes this se-
mester — government, history, geology and
English. After dinner he spends time out in the rec
yard, reads, does homework and writes. He has a
TV in his cell, but said he rarely has time to watch
it.

Laster was charged with three counts of aggra-
vated assault after the October 2011 attack. He
pleaded guilty to one count of aggravated assault
with a deadly weapon (his hands and feet). 

Burnett said everyone at the party they were at-
tending that night was drunk. He said that when a
fight broke out, several people — including Laster
— attacked him, leaving him with cuts on his face,
neck and arms from a broken bottle, contusions
and burns resulting from when he was thrown or
fell on a burning 55-barrel drum used to heat the
barn. 

Laster takes exception to some of the claims, say-

ing Burnett wasn’t thrown onto a bonfire, as some
news outlets reported, but fell on the burning
drum, and that at least some of what police called
stab wounds were from Burnett falling on his own
broken beer bottle.

But Laster willingly takes responsibility for his
part in the attack on Burnett, acknowledging that
as he hit and kicked Burnett, he also called him
“faggot,” which led to hate crime charges being
leveled.

Another attacker, Micky Joe Smith, who was 25
at the time, was sentenced to 10 years in prison.
Charges were dropped against a third man, Daniel
Martin, after Laster told police Martin had already
left the party when the fight broke out. Burnett said
he remembers more than two people attacking
him, but no one else was charged.

Laster wrote to Dallas Voice in January. In his let-
ter, he said he wanted to make amends to the LGBT
community. We get letters from inmates all the
time, but there was something introspective and
interesting about Laster’s missing. Not only was
his contact with us timely, coming as it did within
months of a rash of attacks on gay men in Oak
Lawn last fall, he also seemed to be taking respon-
sibility for his actions. So I arranged a visit with him
through the Texas Department of Criminal Justice.

The prison wasn’t easy to find. Google maps
sent me to the wrong place — or more accurately,
the map stops about four miles short of the prison’s
location. But I was able to find someone who gave
me accurate directions.

Laster was a little rattled as he came into the
meeting room and sat behind a partition of glass
and metal mesh. A guard had gotten him out of his
class and brought him to the warden’s office before
escorting him to our meeting. He said he’s trying
to stay out of trouble, so a trip to the warden’s office
can be quite upsetting.

As a result, we were both a little anxious as we
began to chat and started by just introducing our-
selves to each other.

“I love to write,” he told me. “If I’m frustrated, I
can get a pen and paper out. Sometimes I write five
pages.”

In part, he said, his writing is what got him to
Ramsey Unit. He began taking classes before being
moved to the South Texas location. Ramsey Unit is
the only prison in the Texas penal system that not
only allows a student to get an associate’s degree,
but lets them advance their education to earn bach-
elor’s degrees and even master’s degrees. Several
hundred inmates at the unit are taking classes,
Laster said. After he’s released, he’ll be responsible
for reimbursing the state for his tuition. 

Laster insists he’s not the same person he was
when he entered prison. Burnett, reading Laster’s
first letter, agreed, saying he didn’t recognize him
from before, either.

“For the first two years, they punished me,”
Laster said about his current sentence. “Now, I
choose to try to do something productive and be-
come a better person.”

He was first incarcerated in a prison near Pales-
tine, where he described the treatment of gays and
child molesters and said, “You see how they’re
treated. You see the mentality. It begins to mold
you.” Then, he said, he decided he was going to act
like the kind of person he wanted to be treated as,
and his behavior paid off.

Laster said he’s thankful to be at Ramsey, where
fighting isn’t tolerated. He said prisoners who are
repeatedly caught in fights find themselves on a
bus for another unit.

How did he get here?

When Laster was 15, his mother died. He had

no relationship with his father, at the time, and no
place to go. Child Protective Services had no op-
tions for him.

So some friends took him in and that’s when he
got involved in dealing drugs. Within a few
months, Laster was arrested for possession with
intent to distribute and put into the juvenile de-
tention system, where he was housed with violent
prisoners.

“There should be some alternative for non-vio-
lent crimes,” Laster said of his first incarceration.
“The state surrounded me with violence. All they
did was prepare me for this” future of crime and
violence.

But Laster is quick to stress that he isn’t trying to
dodge responsibility for his actions. “That’s not an
excuse, but an explanation,” he said of his assess-
ment of juvenile detention.

When he was released from Texas Youth Com-
mission, Laster lived first in a group home in Mar-
shall and then with his sister, who’s less than a year
older than he is. He described his work record out-
side of prison as spotty, and noted that he spent
time in jail more than once, and when he was out,
he often supported himself by selling drugs.

In his mid-twenties, Laster had a son, gaining
full custody when the child was 18 months old.
Laster raised his son himself — right up until the
time his son was 7 and Laster was arrested for the
attack on Burnett.

His son is still a source of great pride for Laster,
whose eyes twinkle as he talks about his boy. “I
taught him how to read and write,” he said. “He
plays the trombone. He’s in National Honor Soci-
ety and he’s extremely smart.”

Laster described what he called the best mem-
ory of his life — sitting with his son on the sofa, eat-
ing cookies and watching Sponge Bob Squarepants
— before remorsefully acknowledging that he
threw that away. “I chose this [violence and a
prison sentence] over my son,” he said.

Laster gets to talk to his son on the phone from
prison, but not often enough, he said. Prisoners can
only call approved numbers, which must be land
lines or cell phones that are billed monthly. His ex
has a cell she pays monthly, so that number can’t
be on his approved list. That means he only gets to
talk with his son when the boy visits Laster’s aunt.

Laster recalled one instance when his son once
asked him, “Why are you in there?”

“I told him I was at a party,” Laster said. “I told
him I made a very foolish decision and I assaulted
someone. I hurt this guy.” 

“How hard did you hurt him?” his son asked.
“Pretty bad,” he said, adding that he apologized

to his son for not being there for him.
Laster said his son was always a good kid he

never had to spank, which means his son has
“never seen the violent side of me.” That makes
him happy, Laster said, because his violent side
scares even him.

“One of the worst feelings in the world is not
being in control,” he said. “I don’t like that I’m sub-
ject to hurt someone.”

He said that violent side only comes out when
he’s drunk or high and he wishes there was coun-
seling available. Since there isn’t, he has taken a
course in prison called Christians Against Sub-
stance Abuse. But every time they were about to

Rehabilitated?
James Laster says he wants to make amends to those he hurt



talk about an issue, like anger, the subject changed
to the Bible, and since, Laster said, he’s not partic-
ularly religious, those classes didn’t help him very
much

But classes did encourage him to read some self-
help books that were helpful.

“I was mad at myself, at everyone else, at the

system,” Laster said of what he has learned about
himself. “My go-to feeling was, ‘I don’t care.’”

He described the night of the attack as one that
began badly and quickly got worse. Already
drunk, he got a ride to the party rather than drive
himself. At one point he left and says now he
wishes he hadn’t returned. 

What’s next?

Laster had his first parole hearing last year. He
described it as 10 minutes with people who
wouldn’t be voting on whether to grant him pa-
role.

He said they asked him: “Why did you stab
this person so many times?” Laster disputed that

characterization, telling them that he was in
prison for assault with his hands and feet. But,
he noted, the parole board sees all the charges as
well as his full criminal history, which includes
earlier drug charges and two DWIs. 

Laster insists he’s planning to remain sober.
That’s why, when he’s released, he doesn’t want

to return to Paris where he’d be surrounded by
people who are still doing drugs.

“My sobriety is very important to me,” he said
several times during our visit.

In prison, among other skills, Laster said he
has learned welding and hopes to find a job in
that field when he is released. He also hopes to
make amends to his son for not being there for
him during the years he was locked up.

If he serves his entire sentence, Laster will re-
main in prison until Nov. 2, 2019.

Final words

Before I left Dallas, I asked Burnett if he had a
message for Laster. He said nothing in particular
he wanted me to relay, but told me I could tell
Laster anything I thought was appropriate. 

So I told Laster that after the sentencing, Bur-
nett took a year to recover physically and emo-
tionally, but now he’s living near Dallas, has done
a lot of good in the community helping other at-
tack victims and has a very happy life.

During the two hours we spoke, Laster re-
peated that he took full responsibility for his ac-
tions, and stressed that he didn’t want anything
I wrote to sound like he was making excuses. 

So, just before I left the prison, I asked Laster if
he had a message for Burnett. Tears came to his
eyes, and he thought for a moment.

“I apologize,” he said.
He tried to find additional words, then shook

his head. 
“Tell him I apologize.” •
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James Laster, left, sits behind a glass partition during for the interview for this article. Burke Burnett,

above, seen just after he was attacked.
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daVId WeBB | The Rare Reporter
nash@dallasvoice.com

CEDAR CREEK LAKE — For two weeks after
a law enforcement officer shot him to death in a
day-long standoff, James Frederick Torres, also
known as Anthony Bertoni, lay in a funeral home,
waiting for his next of kin to sign documents al-
lowing his body to be cremated at county expense.

In death, Torres remained alone and adrift,
much the same as he had for at least the last
decade of his life, maybe much longer.

Law enforcement officers knew the identity of
Torres’ stepsister who had attempted to help him
in recent years. But they knew little else about the
reclusive, 56-year-old man who lived on Highway
274, on the Henderson and Kaufman county line,
in a small, dilapidated house surrounded by an
eight-foot chain link fence. Outside the fence sat
an old, broken down car plastered with disturbing
signs, on which were written “Murder” and “Sui-
cide,” and incoherent letters taped on the inside of
the windows.

After his death, Anderson and Clayton Brothers
funeral home staff and public officials struggled
to unravel the mystery of Torres’ life, so they could
put him to rest and discover the evidence needed
to close the Texas Rangers investigation into the
day Torres suffered his last psychotic episode.

He started that day by firing a shotgun at a
neighbor, then barricaded himself in his home for
eight hours. He ultimately walked outside shoot-
ing a gun, and a bullet from a Texas Department
of Public Safety marksman perched on the roof of
the Calvary Baptist Church across the highway
struck him down in what seems now like an act of
“suicide by cop” — what it’s called when a suspect
deliberately acts in a way that an officer is forced
to shoot him or her.

The standoff closed down Highway 274 and
County Road 4044, disrupting the small Cap City
community of the Cedar Creek Lake area for 36
hours. Afterwards, everyone struggled to make
sense of what had happened. Few people in the
community, except for Torres’ immediate neigh-
bors, knew that anyone even lived in the house.
But clues begin to emerge in conversations with
his stepsister, Shawna Wood, who never quit car-
ing for the distraught, troubled man whom it is
now known suffered from what is believed to be
paranoid schizophrenia.

Wood, who lives in Oregon, said she visited
with her stepbrother in 2010 at the house in the
Cap City community where he died, and she real-
ized then he suffered from delusions that fright-
ened her. She said at the time of his death he lived
in the house with no running water and 16 cats to
keep him company. He suffered from a failing

liver and kidneys decimated by a 35-year-long
HIV infection and early experimental treatments.
He only left the house to shop at Walmart at 3 a.m.,
wearing mirrored sunglasses. At times Torres
called himself Jesus Christ, and at other times he
referred to himself as being controlled by demons,
she said.

Torres spent time in a Dallas psychiatric hospital
in 2014, after law enforcement officers with whom
Wood cooperated convinced him to admit himself
voluntarily, and he showed improvement. Unfor-
tunately, he quit taking the medication adminis-
tered at the hospital upon release, and he relapsed,
his stepsister said.

Wood said law enforcement officers attempted
to talk Torres into returning to the psychiatric hos-
pital, but he refused. They said his guns could not
be legally confiscated, even though concerns about
him being a threat to himself or others arose, she
said.

His stepsister stayed in contact with Torres until
his death, sending him food by way of public car-

riers because he feared leaving the house. He
thought people wanted to hurt him because of his
sexual orientation and HIV-status, and he imag-
ined various conspiracies being orchestrated by
the people who lived around him, Wood said,
adding that efforts by a local pastor and others to
help him failed.

After his death, Wood, one year younger than
her stepbrother, knew what few other people did.
She was not next of kin to the man who had
moved to Texas eight years ago from Palm
Springs, Calif., after changing his name from Tor-
res to Bertoni. Torres’ mother, whom he last saw
at age 17, likely was still alive and ultimately re-
sponsible for all decisions, and the mother was the
heir to anything belonging to her son, such as the
house he bought on EBay sight unseen.

Wood said after Torres died she had no idea of
her stepmother’s whereabouts. “I haven’t seen her
or talked to her for 20 years,” Wood said. “And I
don’t want to talk to her now. I never cared for
her.”

Torres’ adoptive mother divorced her first hus-
band, and in 1970, when Torres was 11, she mar-
ried Wood’s father, a prominent doctor in
Freemont, Calif., Woods said. Wood’s father, hav-
ing been recently widowed when his first wife
died of cancer, allowed Torres’ mother to rule the
household in a miserly, vindictive way, Wood
said.

Wood described her stepmother’s treatment of
both her and Torres as “brutal,” saying the
woman changed her home in ways that upended
her whole life. She said her stepmother taped a
picture of a pig on the refrigerator and told her
she resembled the farm animal because of her
weight, Wood added. 

“’Bitch’ would be too kind,” Wood said in de-
scribing her stepmother. “When my dad married
her in 1970, the first thing she did was forbid me
from visiting with my nanny, this wonderful Ital-
ian lady who promised my mother on her death
bed that she would take care of us. After that, we
raised ourselves. Next, I came home from school
and my poodle Taffy was gone. She said she ran
away. Years later one of the neighbors told me she
put Taffy in the car drove her somewhere.”

At age 15, Wood said, she went away to board-
ing school in Florida and finally began to enjoy
life again. But her departure ended the close rela-
tionship with her stepbrother, Torres. She said that
their relationship had become so close at one
point that her stepmother insisted on Wood get-
ting a physical examination to ensure no sexual
activity had occurred between the children, Wood
said.

“I couldn’t take the bullshit anymore,” Wood
said of her reason for leaving. “I found out as an
adult I paid for it myself with Social Security be-
cause my mother was a pediatrician. But I can’t
believe my Dad was an obstetrician and gynecol-
ogist and couldn’t pay for it. After marrying her,
it was like living in poverty in a wealthy house-
hold. It was just so bizarre.”

Wood said her father wound up divorcing Tor-
res’ mother in 1995 after 25 years of marriage be-
cause he came to distrust her. After he died, Wood
discovered there was almost nothing left of his es-
tate, and she inherited only enough to buy a
house.

“She ended up with nearly everything because
at the time he had Parkinson’s, and he didn’t fight
anything as he didn’t have the energy,” Wood
said. “For years they had separate property, but
in 1978 after he became Mormon, he put her name
on everything. Essentially, anything that was my
mother’s became hers.”

For several years Torres quit speaking to Wood,
angry that she had inherited money from her fa-

James Torres, who used the name Anthony Bertroni when he moved to Texas, underwent experimental

treatments for AIDS in the early 1980’s. His sister, Shauna Woods pictured with him when they were teens,

said his mother abandoned Torres when he came out as gay.

a lonely man
Shawna Woods tried to help her stepbrother, but a ‘brutal’ upbringing

and mental illness took their toll in the end.
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ther while he likely would never get anything
from his mother. “It didn’t really make sense to
me,” Wood said.

Wood said Torres’ mother, a devout Mormon,
wanted nothing to do with her adopted son when
he got older. He came out as gay as a teenager and
contracted HIV in about 1981, when many people
referred to the illness as “gay cancer” and scien-
tists had not yet discovered the human immun-
odeficiency virus and coining the name “AIDS.”

Wood said when her stepbrother was first hos-
pitalized with an HIV-related sickness at a
Freemont hospital, neither her father — who de-
livered babies at that hospital daily — nor his
mother ever visited him, and the nurses there
treated him like a leper.

“They practically slid his food trays under the
door,” Wood said. “He was put in quarantine.”

Wood gave the funeral home, a title company
lawyer representing a potential buyer of Torres’
property and law enforcement officers her step-
brother’s real name and the name of his mother,
who along with her first husband, a man of Ar-
gentine descent, adopted Torres as a baby in
Stockton, Calif.

None of the people searching for Torres’
mother seemed to be able to determine if she was
alive or to locate her. But an Internet search by
the Dallas Voice found her living, at age 84, in
Logan, Utah, and about to move into an assisted-
living facility. The woman, who before retirement
ran a school that taught medical office proce-
dures, also authored two technical books and one
murder mystery that are available on
Amazon.com.

After sending emails to eight addresses listed
for Torres’ mother, at least one went through and
a friend of hers responded by phone to find out
what the inquiries concerned. The friend put his
mother on the phone, and the mother partici-
pated in two on-the-record interviews over a
two-day period.

During those interviews, Torres’ mother said
she was unaware of his death, and that she had
not talked to him since he ran away from home
at age 17.

“He just didn’t like living with us,” his mother
said. “We were a religious family, and he didn’t
like going to church. We looked for him for years.
He never came home.” She acknowledged her
church taught against homosexuality. “It proba-
bly did,” she said. “I think most churches do.”

On the second day, the mother called back, de-
manding under threat of legal action that her
name not be used in any story about her son be-
cause of the potential embarrassment being as-
sociatd with Torres and his troubled life and
death could cause her.

“I have relatives living in Texas and friends all
over the country,” she said. “I don’t want them
to know about it.”

When advised that the funeral home needed
permission to cremate his body, she asked, “Who
is going to pay for it?” After learning that Torres
had owned a home that sat on commercial prop-
erty that someone wanted to buy, she asked,
“Who will get the money?”

The potential buyer told Torres’ stepsister that

the dead man’s mother called him the same night
she learned about his death and the existence of
his property, demanding a substantially higher
price than he was willing to pay, according to
Wood. When he explained the house would have
to be torn down because of its deteriorated state,
the buyer told Wood, Torres mother said she
planned to immediately list it with a real estate
agency if he failed to meet her price.

Torres’ mother said as a toddler her son
seemed hyperactive, almost angry, bouncing and
banging his hands on the bedding. As a young
child he and a friend started a fire in the garage,
she said, and he and some friends stole a vehicle
as teenagers and drove it to another state. Wood
offered a different story, though, saying the vehi-
cle belonged to Torres’ adoptive father, and that
it was more of a prank and a lark than a theft.

Still, his mother said, “My first husband and I
wondered if there was something wrong with
him.”

When asked if she disowned Torres because he
was gay and HIV-positive, she said, “Who told
you that?” Advised that Torres told several
friends of their estrangement and the reason for
it, she said, “I don’t remember that. I don’t re-
member things well anymore. I have a disability.”

Torres’ mother said she remembers her
adopted son was taunted at school by kids who
accused him of being black because of his dark
coloring. In fact, he was of native Hawaiian de-
scent, she said. “He came home from school upset
about that,” she said. “I told him he wasn’t black,
but it bothered him.”

His mother said she heard her son was living
in San Francisco in his 20s with a psychiatrist, and
she heard that he was gay and later that he was
sick. “I didn’t know what was wrong with him,”
she said.

Wood claimed that her stepmother and father
never looked for Torres, and that they knew well
the nature of his ailments.  His mother abandoned
him, she said. “My God, even in death she will
deny the connection,” Wood declared, after hear-
ing her stepmother’s version of Torres’ life.

Wood said one of her biggest regrets now is
that Torres will only be remembered for the tragic
way he died and his suffering from mental illness
and HIV-related issues. “He was fun,” she said of
her stepbrother. “He was the best. I will always
wonder if Jimmy’s life would not have been so
tragic if she had not abandoned him. ”

Lisa Kaii, a lifelong friend of Wood’s and her
stepbrother, confirmed the account of Torres as a
teenager and his mother. “He was so much fun,”
Kaii said. “He was always laughing and making
us laugh. He made up jokes and songs all of the
time. His mother was crazy. We didn’t like to be
around her.”

Wood said her biggest goal now is to see her
stepbrother’s body treated with the dignity he de-
served in the absence of a funeral or memorial
service. She received good news to that end
March 1.

“We’re almost there,” Wood said. “I just re-
ceived an email his mother signed permission to
cremate. Maybe soon he’ll be at peace. Jimmy’s
life did matter.” •

Tim Stoll
The Real Estate Agent 

You Can Trust.
Keller Williams Urban Dallas

214-868-2959

im Stollim Stollim StollT
The Real Estate 

Y
Keller 

im Stoll
Agent The Real Estate 

ou YYou rust.Can TCan Trust.
illiams Urban DallasWKeller 

www.timstoll.comwwwwww
tim@timstoll.com
214-868-2959

3500 Maple 

.timstoll.comwww
tim@timstoll.com
214-868-2959

venue Ste. 440A3500 Maple 
TX 75219Dallas, 



12 dallasvoice.com • 03.04.16

Paula Southerlin has been 

working on home construction 

projects since 1990 

daVId TaFFeT  | Senior Staff Writer
taffet@dallasvoice.com

Before Paula Southerlin began her construction
company, she worked in a law office, where, she
said, “I wore heels and hose everyday.”

But corporate America just wasn’t for her. So she
began repairing roofs after a hail storm, but she
had to prove she was as good as any man doing

the job.
So Southerlin and another woman would race

guys working on other roofs on the block to prove
they could do it not only as well as but faster than
the men.

Currently Southerlin is working on Matt May-
nard’s house in Perry Heights. She’s already built
a new luxury bathroom and closet for Maynard
and his partner Shane, and she figures she’ll be
done with the new entrance to the house in about
three weeks.

While she knows “lesbian with power tools” is 

Jill of all trades

PAULA, Page 17 

Paula Southerlin cuts pieces that will frame the new hearth (David Taffet/Dallas Voice)
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Dallas REALTOR receives Omega

Tau Rho Medallion of Service

FRoM STaFF RepoRTS

AUSTIN — Dallas REALTOR Steve Habgood
was awarded the national Omega Tau Rho Medal-
lion of Service during ceremonies at the Texas As-
sociation of REALTORS winter meeting, held in
Feburary.

The Omega Tau Rho Medallion of Service is
awarded to REALTORS who meet specific lead-
ership criteria on local, state and national levels.
Once a medallion is awarded, the recipient is a
member of the prestigious Omega Tau Rho frater-
nity for life. 

“This award is truly an honor as it marks exem-
plary dedication and service by a very few select
REALTOR® members to their organization,” said
Leslie Rouda Smith, chairman of Texas Associa-

tion of REALTORS, the largest trade organization.
Habgood served as 2015 MetroTex president,

NTREIS president, TAR regional  vice president
and NAR director. He is also a TREPAC major in-
vestor, and he holds the “historic house specialist”
and “GREEN designations. 

Habgood is active in the community, having
served as board chairman of the American Cancer
Society/Dallas, and as co-chair of Dallas’s AIDS
LifeWalk.

Omega Tau Rho was created in 1950 and is a
National Association of REALTORS honorary fra-
ternity. MetroTex represents more than 16,000
members involved in all aspects of the real estate
industry. MetroTex is the largest REALTOR mem-
ber association in North Texas representing the en-
tire region. Established in 1917, MetroTex is an
advocate for the real estate industry and private
property rights. •

For more information, visit DFWRealEstate.com.

habgood honor at TaR meeting

Steve Habgood, second from the left, was recently recognized for his service to the community.

Dallas entrepreneur Chastin J. Miles
has announced the release of his first
book, More Than Four Walls — Your
Guide to Buying or Selling Real Estate in
Dallas.

Miles, 26, envisions himself as a
“lifestyle agent” committed to informing
and connecting local communities as well
as the real estate agent for DFW millenni-
als, specializing in Dallas real estate,
lifestyle management and client represen-
tation in single-family residential sales,
condo and development sales, commer-
cial real estate and luxury leases. He says
he offers his clients “the complete end-to-
end real estate relationship.” 

Miles will be signing copies of his new
book at a red carpet event, hosted by
Mylo Draven, on Friday, March 11, 4-7
p.m. at 7160 Dallas Pkwy., Ste. 135.       •

— From Staff Reports

dallas real estate agent releases new book
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Advocate concerned over Dallas

ISD’s apparent double standard 

JaMeS RUSSeLL  | Staff Writer
russell@dallasvoice.com

Neither letters from national advocacy and local
groups nor the threat of lawsuits has prevented an
overwhelming majority of Texas school districts
from passing a rule barring transgender student
athletes in sports. 

The 586-32 vote to ratify the policy came after
the 32-member legislative council of the Univer-
sity Interscholastic League, the statewide body
overseeing high school sports and other extracur-
ricular activities, voted in October to send the rule
to member schools.

The rule states ”gender shall be determined
based on a student’s birth certificate. In cases
where a student’s birth certificate is unavailable,
other similar government documents used for the

purpose of identification may be submitted.”
Rafael McDonnell, communications and advo-

cacy manager for Resource Center, lobbied aggres-
sively against the rule. He said he is disappointed
with the results, including the Dallas school dis-
trict’s vote for the rule. McDonnell said he thought
officials with Dallas ISD, which is the largest
school district in the region, would vote against it.

A breakdown in communication occurred
somewhere, McDonnell said. But the question is,
where?

“I had a discussion with Dallas Independent
School District officials about what went down …
and what went wrong. The vote is inconsistent
with how I perceive the district to be on LGBT is-
sues,” McDonnell said. 

He cited the school district’s inclusive anti-bul-
lying policy and other measures that ensure equal
and fair treatment for LGBT faculty, staff and stu-
dents.

Past experiences with the district made the vote
even more surprising.

UIL’s new trans rule
could lead to lawsuits

Rafael McDonnell
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“If there was ever a problem, it was always han-
dled when you contacted the right person. That’s
what makes this vote more stunning,” McDonnell
said.

McDonnell said the board was not briefed on
the vote either.

“To take them out of the loop is not a good
thing,” McDonnell said.

As of press time, Dallas school district officials
had failed to follow through in commenting to
Dallas Voice.

Ongoing conflict

While Charles Breithaupt, UIL’s executive direc-
tor, has repeatedly said the rule simply codifies
what has been informally applied in the past, Mc-
Donnell said that does not mean it could be upheld
in court.

McDonnell e-mailed his concerns to Breithaupt.
He noted the proposed rule violates a 2014 deter-
mination by the Department of Education’s Office
of Civil Rights that under Title IX, the federal law
prohibiting sex-based discrimination in any feder-
ally funded program, discrimination on the basis
of gender identity is a form of sex discrimination,
extending the protections to transgender students.

To resolve the issue, McDonnell offered to
arrange a meeting to discuss the changes.

But in a Nov. 5 response, Breithaupt defended
the proposed policy. And he declined to meet with
McDonnell.

“The UIL appreciates your concerns but respect-
fully disagrees that the UIL has made a ‘grave
error.’ The UIL makes every effort, in both rule and
practice, to provide fair and equitable competition
in compliance with state and federal law. While I
appreciate your desire to discuss this matter fur-
ther, you clearly do not agree with the UIL’s pas-
sage of this proposal,” Breithaupt wrote.

Graeme Reid, director of the LGBT Rights Pro-
gram for international human rights advocacy
group Human Rights Watch, wrote in November,
warning the rule would impose a “stricter stan-
dard” than other collegiate groups, including the
National Collegiate Athletics Association and the
International Olympic Committee.

His letter could not have come at a more con-
venient time. Just two days before Reid sent his let-
ter, on Nov. 2, the Education Department ruled a
Palatine, Ill. school district violated Title IX by re-
fusing to allow a transgender girl on a girls’ sports

team to use the girls’ locker room.
Texas is going against the tide with its new rule,

even against other reliably conservative states. De-
spite the assault on transgender individuals in
statehouses around the country, one Republican
governor vetoed such a bill.

Many states have passed laws allowing trans-
gender student-athletes to play sports based on
their identity. 

On Tuesday, March 1, South Dakota Gov. Dennis
Daugaard vetoed a first-of-its-kind bill that would
restrict use of bathrooms by transgender students
after meeting with transgender South Dakotans. In
his veto letter he wrote the legislation “does not ad-
dress any pressing issue.” on Thursday, March 5,

the legislature failed to override the veto.
Internationally, medical officials with the Inter-

national Olympic Committee recommended trans-
gender athletes be allowed to compete without
gender reassignment surgery.

According to the new recommendations, fe-
male-to-male athletes will be able to participate in
men’s competitions “without restriction.” Male-to-
female athletes, however, will need to prove their
testosterone levels have been below a certain level
for the past year to be allowed to compete.

Societal changes and scientific research con-
tributed to the changes, according to an IOC doc-
ument.

While UIL officials argue the rule just codifies

longstanding practice, McDonnell said that is no
justification for discrimination.

“Over the history of our nation we’ve codified
lots of [unjust laws]. Tradition should be a guide
alone,” McDonnell said.

The negative impact on transgender students
notwithstanding, McDonnell is concerned it’s “a
lack of the left and right hands not knowing what
each other are doing.”

“I don’t know where the breakdown hap-
pened,” McDonnell said. “How you resolve it is
the big question right now. Ultimately I think it
will be resolved in the courts by a transgender stu-
dent athlete or the Department of Education’s Of-
fice of Civil Rights.” •
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M y mom died when I was young — 15. I
didn’t know how to deal with it. I didn’t
understand myself. I became self-de-

structive and got locked up for selling drugs. I was
unhappy for years.

It was more than 10 years before I actually
started to get over losing her.

Eventually, I became sick and tired of being
down and out. I realized I was not happy. My
“happiness” was based on all the wrong things:
drugs, alcohol and other people.

As I began to look at myself, I knew I had to
change. And change I did. I no longer need anyone
else to be happy.

What you think about me is not my happiness.
I don’t need other people’s approval to be happy.
And I realize now that while I’d love to have had
my mom around, I don’t need her to be happy, ei-
ther.

I don’t even need my freedom. Locked in a cell
with little connection to the outside world, sur-
rounded by solitude, I can still enjoy happiness and
enjoy myself.

One thing I learned while I was sitting in solitary
confinement is once you are in a cell long enough,
you begin to look closely at yourself. You have
plenty of time to think. Not only are you locked in
by yourself, you’re also locked in with yourself.

And if you don’t like who you are or if you are

unhappy, you’re
going to have a
tough time.

I now recognize
my past mistakes. I
no longer let them
define me as a per-
son. I no longer beat
myself up. I can be
perfectly happy all
alone. Because I
love myself. When I
look at the man in

the mirror, I can honestly say that I really like who
I see.

I used to be unable to say that. I’ve taken some
big steps in a short time. I am a completely different
person than who I was five years ago. I take my so-
briety seriously. I take my workout seriously. I take
the way I conduct myself and the way I view and
treat others very seriously.

Life is a gift and I love it. 
In prison, I have discovered what it means to be

happy. Yes, I’d much rather be free. But my happi-
ness does not come from outside sources such as
relationships, freedom, money, love, educational
or business accomplishments or alcohol. My hap-
piness comes from within.

I still have rough days, but overall, I love life.
It’s been a bumpy road and I’ve been through a

lot. I have endured, and I have overcome, and I will
continue to overcome.

Eventually, within the next three years, they will
open up these gates and let me out to begin the

next chapter in my life. And I don’t have anything
out there: no home, no car, no clothes.

What I have is determination and happiness.
I’m not even discouraged by these truths. I don’t

have a clue as to how I’m going to put my life to-
gether and start my life over. All I know is that I’m
going to do it. At all costs. My intention is to shine
as bright as the sun on the morning my only child
was born.

Until then, I will continue to educate myself and
learn all I can to help me in my journey. My prison
sentence is the easy part. The hard part lies ahead
of me once I am released. 

And yes, it will be hard. But I will find a way to
make things work.

The lifestyle I used to live is behind me. I have
no desire to live like that anymore. I will not sur-
round myself with people who indulge in criminal
activity, drugs, violence and things of that nature. I
hope to find new friends and a new support system
of people who are interested in seeing me succeed.

I want to be someone the community is proud
of. I want to give back to the community and, if
possible, I would like to help people avoid situa-
tions such as my own. 

And when these gates roll open, I’ll have my
chance and I look forward to taking full advantage
of it. 

Live and let live. •
James Laster is serving an eight-year sentence for ag-

gravated assault on a gay man. In a recent interview with
Dallas Voice, he talked about turning his life around and
wanting to make amends to his victim and the LGBT
community.

• communiTEA voices
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Happiness

W hen I was a kid ... . Anytime I start a
column with this phrase, you can bet
there will be at least one quote from

my grandfather.
My grandfather was a genuine hillbilly, a black-

smith from Giles County, Tenn., who moved to
Texas to raise a family. He played a fiddle and
chewed tobacco and was functionally illiterate.

You might imagine he was suspicious of any-
one with an education, but that was not the case.
He married a kind woman who raised chickens in
the back yard, threw down some scrumptious
Sunday dinners and tutored calculus on the side.

Add Rambo — that was his name not a mathe-
matical formula — may have been uneducated,
but he valued intelligence. He loved telling the
trick of the “blacksmith’s gambit” for anyone too
stingy to pay his price for shoeing a horse. He
would tell them he could charge by the nail: a
penny for the first one, double that for the second
and double that for the next, and so on.

There were 8 nails to each shoe. The total for
that little bargain works out to this: 2^n-1 which
totals $42,949,672.95 rounded up to $43 million.

No one ever took him up on it.
I tell this little anecdote to illustrate how some-

one as simple as a blacksmith can value knowl-
edge. Those were the days.

Today, our country has somehow fallen into a
cult of ignorance, where stupidity and patently
false information is revered as long as it is deliv-

ered by a convinc-
ing spokesperson.
And as someone
who has been in ad-
vertising for a good
deal of my life, I can
assure you that the
right personality
could sell refrigera-
tors to Inuit (Es-
kimo is considered
a derogatory term
today).

Leading this
charge backward into ignorance is the Republican
Party, which has discovered that a stupid elec-
torate is a pliable electorate. Not only have they
fed our country a steady diet of lies, half-truths
and hokum, they have used their spokespeople,
like Fox News, to give stupidity a cache.

It is not unusual to see televised sound bite in-
terviews with people agreeing proudly with com-
plete fabrications as though they were truths that
were passed on from on high. “Climate change de-
niers” and “sovereign citizens” are only the tip of
the stupidity iceberg, and now we are faced with
folks believing that their “religious liberty” is at
stake if they are not free to discriminate and bully
anyone they want, as long as they can justify it
with “strongly held religious beliefs.”

These are the same folks who read the Bible like

it was a single book and who want “less govern-
ment” unless it concerns LGBTQ people, then
more government is OK.

Those are the hard core believers in this cult. But
they have developed hangers-on who, by virtue
of their intellectual incuriosity, are vulnerable to
every fake news story on Facebook or Twitter.
What we have is a growing population of people
that are proudly basing their decisions on utter
lies.

Is it any wonder Donald Trump has struck a
chord? He speaks to the ignorant with authority
and because he says it with such a bombastic style,
they nod in approval. The idea that “he speaks his
mind” makes him virtuous, even if he is spouting
nonsense and bigotry, proves my point.

At a recent caucus, Republican voters were
asked if they approved of repealing slavery and
20 percent did not! This should send shivers down
the spine of anyone with a high school education.

The stupid are rallying and if the rest of us do
nothing, they will triumph. The Age of Enlighten-
ment is in serious danger of becoming a dim
memory.

What can we do? Well, perhaps we should do
what my grandfather told me when I was a kid:
“Vote! And if your hand ever touches that Repub-
lican lever it will catch fire” (his words not mine)!•

Hardy Haberman is a longtime local LGBT activist
and board member for the Woodhull Freedom Alliance.
His blog is at DungeonDiary.blogspot.com.

The cult of ignorance
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a cliché, Southerlin said there are really very few
women doing what she’s doing. Women have
hired her because they’re impressed that she’s so
good at what she does or because they’re comfort-
able having her in their house.

But men are often confused.
While Southerlin was doing brick work on May-

nard’s home, she asked a bricklayer doing a large
addition to the house across the street come look
at her work. She thought she might hire him to
help build the new brick arch over the new en-
trance.

“Where’s the guy who did this?” he asked her,
impressed with the work.

“I did it,” she told him.
“No, the guy who did the actual work,” he

wanted to know.
When she explained that she laid the bricks her-

self, the man just looked at her in disbelief.
Maynard raves about Southerlin’s work and is

glad he found someone who loves his house as
much as he does. 

“We eyed this neighborhood for two years,”
Maynard said, adding that he and his partner even
put a bid in on the house before it went on the mar-
ket and were only able to buy it when another bid
fell through.

Maynard said Southerlin appreciates the historic
value of his 90-year-old home. She rescued a piece
of original wallpaper hidden under several layers
of paint and sheetrock, and he’s planning to have
the antique wallpaper fragment framed.

A full master bathroom and closet redo was the
first project Southerlin completed for Maynard.

That includes a washer-dryer hooked up in the
spacious new dressing-room closet. The walk-in
shower has six body jets, recessed shelf with light-
ing and a vent system to keep moisture way from
the closet. The custom-made vanity has granite
countertops and a back-lit mirror. Italian tile and
Kohler fixtures finish out the bathroom.

The current project is the entryway. Southerlin
enclosed the porch, is widening the stairs and
saved the original brickwork from the old patio.
Arched brickwork will go up around the door that
will mimic other houses built in the same period
in the neighborhood. She’s breaking through a
wall from the newly-enclosed area to the living

room, redoing the fireplace in the living room and
fixing sections of the hardwood floors.

How did Southerlin get so good with such a va-
riety of specialties?

She said she started her construction career with
roofing but when hail on one house ruined the ceil-
ing, she began doing drywall. When she needed
to do some carpentry, she learned carpentry. When
a client needed tile work, she learned how to do it.
She can do some minor plumbing but relies on a
licensed plumber for extensive repairs and reno-
vations. Her son, Brad, works with her as the li-
censed electrician on the job. 

She said she’s picked up one trade after another
over the years by contracting certain jobs, watching
and picking up tips from experienced craftsmen.

Southerlin’s done more than just homes. She’s
built out several Starbucks and Monarch Dental of-
fices in the area.

Despite the surprise from a number of people
that she’s the one doing everything from bricklay-
ing to carpentry to roofing, she said she doesn’t
think she’s ever lost a job because she’s a woman.

“My prices are fair,” she said. And most of her
work is on referral, so potential clients know what
she can produce. Maynard said he stole her from a
neighbor and she has more work lined up down
the street when she finishes his current project.

But Southerlin said she’ll be back. Their next
project in Maynard’s house is opening the kitchen
to a bedroom in the back of the house to enlarge it,
modernize it, update the fixtures and cabinetry. 

Maynard laughs and said he and his partner
have begun saving for that project and they
wouldn’t have anyone else work on their house.

“She takes care of it as if it’s her own,” Maynard
said.

Southerlin uses her initials — P.S. — as part of
her company name — P.S. Contractors — with the
tag line, “You’ll never be an afterthought.”         •

Contact Paula Southerlin at 214-715-6679.

PAULA, From Page 12

The bathroon redo features Italian tile and six body

jets in the shower. (David Taffet/Dallas Voice)
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I
n many ways, Will Ferguson and Troy Cook couldn’t be more
different. Ferguson is an operatic tenor, with a peripatetic reper-
toire that has taken him to New York City Opera and The Met

(in the city where he lives), in addition to recitals specializing in in-
terpretations of new composers. Cook, a baritone (so typically cast
in heavier roles) has been gifted with an international career of
mostly classical roles, including recent appearances in Madrid and
London’s Covent Garden, but lives in rural Bucks County, Penn.

But they share one commonality: In addition to having featured
roles in the Dallas Opera’s latest production, Massenet’s Manon,
they are both out gay singers in the rarified world of opera.

There was a time you didn’t see that much — directors, conduc-
tors and designers? Yes. But onstage? Not so much. That has been
changing, though … for men and women.

Although both have been openly gay in their personal and pro-
fessional lives for decades, they agree that the practice of greater
openness has grown.

“I have seen singers who are gay but don’t talk about it much
— but they are mostly non-U.S. citizens,” Ferguson observes.
“Their [native countries] are less accepting [of gay people], and
they are often huge national celebrities there. In the late 1990s,

there were a bunch of people who
started to come out — largely
women, like Beth [Clayton] and
Patricia [Racette]. Then coun-
tertenors like David Daniels —
I’m not sure why that is. But I also
think the audience is changing.”

Cook is quick to agree. “Opera companies have been cultivating
that market. It’s a way to create a sense of community around the
opera — a ‘rainbow series.’ We have been fighting for full accept-
ance [in mainstream society] — to be just like everyone else. And
now we seem to have it.”

Still, acceptance hasn’t seriously altered how openly either
singer  has lived — both enthusiastically talk about their hus-
bands, to whom each have been partnered for 16 years or more
and now legally married. Ferguson’s husband, Kim, is also a
singer (though of the pop-cabaret variety); Cook’s husband, Rob,
is a gardener (who, he says, couldn’t carry a tune with a handle).
For Ferguson especially, marriage equality has made a significant
difference in his home life: Kim is a native Australian, and federal
recognition of their marriage has facilitated his immigration status. 

Ferguson and Cook both extol their fondness for Dallas — from
its cosmopolitan qualities to its architecture and people. This is
Ferguson’s fourth production with the DO in three years, and
Cook’s first ... though he performed years ago with the Fort Worth
Opera. And they can’t say enough about the Winspear.

“I have to say, this opera house is one of my favorites in this
country,” Ferguson says. “Aesthetically, it’s gorgeous but just to
sing in there is great — the sound in there is amazing.”

“It’s a more intimate experience, more purpose-built,” Cook
adds. “It’s the right shape, the right style for our art form.”

Audiences will get a chance to see how good they can sound in
it for four performances of Manon, in a production originally con-
ceived by out opera director Sir David McVicar. The two share a
lot of stage time together, though they are something of romantic
rivals for the attentions of Manon (played by the breakout star of
last year’s world premiere of Great Scott, Ailyn Perez).

“I’ve done Manon at The Met before, but in a different role,” Fer-
guson says. “I guess that’s the kind of singer I am — different

companies hire me for different kinds of ways. It’s great.” For
Manon, he’s playing a much older character than he is. “The char-
acter is so different from what I look like or who I am —  I get to
play dress up and be the villain!”

Cook, by contrast, “plays the savior of Manon who truly falls

for her, all the while knowing she admires him and all he’s done
for her but doesn’t really love him.”

Yeah, we’ve all been there. •

Barihunk ... or 1 in tenor? LifE+StYLE 

opera
You have your choice of vocal ranges at Dallas Opera’s ‘Manon,’ with out singers Troy Cook and William Ferguson

MANON

Winspear Opera House, 
2403 Flora St. March 4–12. 

DallasOpera.org.

ARIA THERE YET?  |  Troy Cook, left, and Will Ferguson are old friends reunited as rivals on the Winspear stage for Dallas Opera’s production of

‘Manon.’ (Arnold Wayne Jones/Dallas Voice)

ARNOLD WAYNE JONES  | Executive Editor
jones@dallasvoice.com
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Prescription Appetite Suppressants

B12/B6 Lipotropic Fat Burner Shot

Confidential STD and HIV Testing

I-Lipo Laser Body Contouring

Cellulite Reduction

Photo Facial IPL 

Laser Acne Treatment

Laser Hair Removal

Microdermabrasion

Viagra/Cialis

Botox/Dysport

Restylane

Supplements

20 UNITS OF BOTOX OR
50 UNITS OF DYSPORT

FOR $149
1 SYRINGE OF RESTYLANE

FOR $306

MELT AWAY AT LEAST 1/2”

IN LESS THAN 30 MINUTES

WITH ILipo.

COME IN FOR 1 FREE

ILipo TREATMENT AND

SEE FOR YOURSELF

GUYS, BE READY

EVERY TIME HE IS!

FREE TESTOSTERONE TEST

WITH $99 E.D. PURCHASE

CALL NOW TO BOOK YOUR

APPOINTMENT AND RECEIVE 

A FREE PSA 

(PROSTATE SCREENING BLOOD TEST)

LOCATIONS

Additional services available at additional cost.

www.totalmedsolutions.com/dallasvoice

5445 La Sierra Dr. Suite 420
Dallas, Texas 75231 | 214.987.9200

6101 Windcom Ct. Suite 300
Plano, Texas 75093 | 214.987.9203

1150 N. Watters Rd. Suite 100
Allen, Texas 75013 | 214.987.9201
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A
ccording to Kris Wells, Canada is known
for two things: “hockey and human
rights.”

If that’s true, he has reason to be proud. He’s a
creator of Pride Tape, a new product that wraps
those two things together. And it’s taking his
country by storm.

Kris Wells — more formally Dr. Kristopher
Wells — is an assistant professor of education at
the University of Alberta. The Edmonton native
also serves as faculty director of the school’s In-
stitute for Sexual Minority Studies and Services
(ISMSS).

One of the institute’s research projects tracked
the use of “casual homophobia” on Twitter. The
enormous prevalence of words and phrases like
“faggot” and “no homo” led Wells, his col-
leagues and students to wonder how they could
raise awareness of harmful language, and re-
duce it.

“Schools and sports are the last two areas of
institutionalized homophobia and transphobia,”
Wells says. “That’s why we’ve partnered with
the You Can Play Project,” the organization ded-
icated to ensuring equality, respect and safety
for all athletes, without regard to sexual orienta-
tion, co-founded by National Hockey League
executive Patrick Burke.

But, Wells continues, “there is still not one out
NHL player. They’re role models for so many
people. We wanted to find a way to get them in-
volved in the dialogue.”

the tale of the tape

Canada’s national sport
gets a rainbow-colored
makeover that unites
‘hockey & human rights’

L+S   sports

Trunk Show

4262                  | 214.521.6764
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During the 2014 Winter Olympic Games in
Sochi, the Russian government’s anti-gay propa-
ganda law sparked a backlash by human rights
activists. Rainbow flags flew all over the city, in a
show of solidarity with LGBT athletes and spec-
tators.

Those six colors — universally recognized as
symbols of gay Pride, and support of LGBT is-
sues — also appeared on t-shirts and souvenirs.
Now, thanks to Wells and the ISMSS, they’ll be
wrapped around hockey sticks all over the coun-
try.

Tape is ubiquitous in the sport. Players use it
to better grip a stick; to protect the stick from
wear and damage, and to impart more spin on
shots and passes. For decades, it’s come in only
two colors: white and black.

Now there’s also red, orange, yellow, green,
blue and violet.

“This is a way for teams to signal support to
kids at rinks everywhere,” Wells says. “Research
shows that LGBT youth are less likely to partici-
pate in team sports, because of the homophobic
culture of the locker room. The higher the level
of play, the more hypermasculine the environ-
ment. Rainbow-colored tape is a badge of sup-
port to LGBT youth, which everyone can see.
These six colors can change the hockey world.”

Edmonton is a natural birthplace for Pride
Tape. Two years ago Andrew Ference — captain
of the Stanley Cup champion Boston Bruins —
was traded to the Oilers. He’d been involved

with You Can Play, and asked Wells how to stay
involved in his new city. That June, when he
marched with the Camp fYrefly youth group, he
became the first captain of any professional sport
to participate in a Gay Pride parade.

Last year, Ference was joined by Oilers’ goal-
tender Ben Scrivens (traded last month to the
Montreal Canadiens), and Scrivens’ wife Jenny,
also a professional goaltender.

The tape was created by Calder Bateman, an
Edmonton marketing, design and brand man-
agement agency. Creative director Jeff McLean
says, “Unfortunately, too often sports remains a
holdout in creating a welcoming environment
for LGBTQ youth. That’s why I feel strongly
about the ongoing relationship we have” with
the ISMSS. 

Getting Pride Tape to market was not as easy
as slapping a rainbow on cloth, however. Profes-
sionals demand high-grade tape, and blending
six colors proved difficult.

The manufacturer also had a minimum run:
10,000 rolls. The cost is nearly $40,000. (A Kick-
starter campaign ended last month, but you can
check it out at PrideTape.com.)

Wells is confident the goal will be reached.
Five thousand rolls of tape will be given to minor
league professional hockey teams (hopefully
NHL squads, too). Other rolls will go to backers
who contributed $30 or more. The tape will also
be sold to the public. Proceeds will be split be-
tween ISMSS and You Can Play.

Pride
Tape has re-
ceived
strong press
coverage. A
nationwide
multimedia
campaign
was
launched in
mid-Decem-
ber. Every
major televi-
sion net-
work
provided
free spots for
a commer-
cial featur-
ing Ference
(and pro-
duced
gratis) by
Global. In
addition,
NewAD contributed space for printed materials
in restaurants and bars across the country. 

Feedback has been powerful. Email and letter
writers say that seeing rainbow tape when they
were younger would have made a major differ-
ence in their lives. One man wrote, “This could
have kept me playing.”

As Wells prepares for a national rollout of
Pride Tape, he’s already looking ahead. Tape is
used on tennis racquets, baseball bats, lacrosse
sticks — even on socks — for nearly every sport.
Soon, rainbow tape might be as ubiquitous as the
rainbow flag. •

— Dan Woog 
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H
ip-hop — the music and the resulting
movement — was created to give a voice
to the unheard. Minority groups in general

and African-Americans in particular were the
first to embrace the genre. Yet somewhere in its
development, a culture born of revolution began
shutting out its own — specifically, its LGBT
members. Fortunately, out Dallas native Lady
BSmoove (aka Brandy Simington), 38, like many
other hip-hop artists, is undaunted by exclusion-
ary maneuvers.

“I can’t say that I’ve allowed it to hold me
back,” says Lady B, as she is affectionately
known. “I am a woman first, I came out black,
and I happen to be gay. I put all of those things in
there. I think in a lot of aspects that has helped
me. All those things have helped me. I’m able to
bring crowds together.”

Lady B considers herself primarily a spoken
word artist — as she explains, spoken word is
the act of “bringing alive the words you wrote in
your poetry” — and secondarily a singer-song-
writer. She is excited to have been asked to per-
form at the inaugural Pink Elephant Festival in
Austin. The conference, one which showcases
LGBT hip-hop artists from across the country,
runs March 10 and 11 and leads up to the annual
South by Southwest Music Festival. Lady B con-
siders the invitation to perform nothing short of
an accolade.

“I’m excited to represent my city first, and
then I’m representing the gay community within
Dallas,” Lady B says, describing her reaction
when fellow hip-hop artist Japan, one of the
event’s coordinators, requested her appearance.
“He was like, ‘Lady B, you have to be a part of
this!’ He loves my music that much that I had to
be a part of it. I even got happy because I know it
is a hip-hop festival. Hip-hop is derived from
spoken word. For them to ask me to make sure
that I speak [include] spoken work in my per-

formance, I was honored.”
Lady B knew from an early age

that she wanted a musical career.
Both her father and her grand-
mother were singers. With roots in
gospel music, Lady B credits both
God and love as inspirations for
her work. But for the title track of
her second self-released album,
Live, Love … Dream, she specifically
credits wall art bearing three Chi-
nese symbols.

“I was actually walking through
Garden Ridge, and I saw a picture
with Chinese letters [characters]. It
said: live, love, dream. I left it in my
soul for a while. Then I got it tat-
tooed on my left arm. I started to
live by it. I applied this to my life,
and I said, ‘That’s what I’m going
to name the album.’ I wrote the
album to those words to try to give
people that insight.”

Lady B’s interests, however,
aren’t confined simply to music.
She is also known as a community
advocate for HIV awareness and
black youth. In fact, the hip-hop-
per’s participation in several local
events including AIDS Walk South
Dallas has earned her an unex-
pected yet welcomed political title.

“I don’t consider myself an ac-
tivist, but for some reason every-
one else does,” she says. “I’m
passionate about HIV prevention and knowl-
edge, so I show up to those things. I am a black
woman, so I am passionate about what’s hap-
pening to black youth. People see me going to
different things. I go to where the kids are, and I
will perform and reach them. Somehow every-

one has equated that into activism. Sometimes I
feel like I’m not doing enough.” 

Her community involvement has not gone un-
noticed. Dallas men’s group United Black Ellu-
ment has twice nominated Lady B for its Ally of
the Year award. Moreover, she attributes much of

her early success to the black gay men of Dallas. 
“I give the black gay men a huge credit for

Lady BSmoove being who she is,” she says.
“Black gay men were the first people to say,

LifE+StYLE 

musicthe Pink
Elephant
in the room
Dallas-based queer musician Lady BSmoove heads to Austin for
Pink Elephant, the inaugural festival of LGBTQ hip-hop artists

LOOMIN’ LARGE  |  Dallas’ Lady BSmoove and her fellow musicians at the Pink Elephant Festival in Austin hope to change

the reputation of hip-hop as homophobic. The international gathering precedes SXSW. (Photo courtesy DJ Matic)

SCOtt HUffMAN  | Contributing Writer
scott_in_dallas@yahoo.com
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advocate for HIV awareness and
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per’s participation in several local
events including AIDS Walk South
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pening to black youth. People see me going to
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noticed. Dallas men’s group United Black Ellu-
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Spinach & Goat Cheese . $7 
Fresh Strawberries, Toasted 
Almonds, House-Made 
Raspberry Chipotle Vinaigrette

Best Ever Quinoa . $7 
Quinoa, Feta, Veggies,  
Scratch-Made EVOO 
Herb Vinaigrette  
(vegan style available)

Home-style Caesar . $7 
Organic Hard Boiled Egg, 
Wheat Croutons, 
Scratch-Made Caesar Dressing

Kitchen Cobb . $9.50 
Chicken Breast, Veggies, 
Applewood, Smoked Bacon, 
Organic Hard Boiled Egg, 
Scratch-Made Buttermilk 
Dressing

LUNCH & DINNER 
GREENS
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Every Mon- Fri 2-6pm & All Day Thurs

new Happiest Hours specials at your local TXLC 

FIRE BLUE CHIPS SPICY PIGS IN A BLANKET
CRISPY ONION STRINGS AVOCADO SMASH SPICY WHITE QUESO

BIG D SPINACH DIP THE DIRTY BIRD TEXAS SLIDERS

2 DOMESTIC CRAFTS $4 CRAFT DRAFTS $4 HOUSE WINE
$3 HOUSE MARGARITA $3 WELL DRINKS $5 CRAFTED COCKTAILS

                              

110 W. DAVIS ST., DALLAS  214-943-8610  DALLASTEXMEX    .COM

Saturday: 
Happy Hour 

ALL DAY + Fajitas for 
Two Special!

EdiblEnvy.com for all your custom catering needs - Formal, Corporate and Themed Soirees
TheFullCircleTavern.com - Come for the Food, Stay for the Atmosphere - 214-208-3435 
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‘Come perform for me.’ I commend them for
that. I cannot wait to get my Grammy so that I
can thank the black gay community. I cannot say
anything about the women. Any black gay
woman who saw Lady B perform [saw it] be-
cause she was at a black gay men’s event. But
I’m thankful for that. Those women who showed
up became fans.”

With two albums behind her, Lady B now
looks to the future. One goal is to produce a
gospel album. Another, to which she earlier al-
luded, is to be the first spoken word artist nomi-
nated for a Grammy. She is also open to the idea
of adapting her work for theater.

“Someone actually put the idea in my head,”

Lady B says. “She is a director at the Irving Arts
Center. She heard my album, and she came out
to see me. She said, ‘When I listened to your
album, the first thing I thought was that this
could be a play.’ I was like, ‘Really? A play?’”

In the meantime, Lady B will keep her day job
in computer support. “I’m a help desk service
technician,” Lady B says. “I help people. I’m still
a geek. I like breaking stuff in a computer to see
if I can fix it. I love being able to teach people
things. That’s what I do for a living until these
royalty checks start coming in.” •

Lady BSmoove performs at Austin’s Victory Grill
March 10 at 9 p.m. For complete event information
and scheduling, visit PinkElephantFestival.com.

L+S   music
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A BRUNCHiNG Of GAYS:
the Social House

With news last week that

Dish Restaurant at the ilume

would be relocating — and that

Feb. 28 would be the last “Drag

Brunch” in that space, at least

until owner Tim McEneny opens

Dish’s replacement concept,

Cedar Grove (planned for Me-

morial Day) — came the sudden

realization that some queer folks

would be without their traditional

brunch hang. And since I believe

the proper collective noun for

gay men should be “a brunch-

ing,” it falls upon me to come up

with some alternatives. Here,

then, the inaugural column look-

ing for new spots to mimosify

and gossip on a warm spring

Sunday. First up: The Social

House.

My initial foray to scavenge

for a suitable booze-and-protein-

binge before 5 p.m. took me to

this prodigal gastropub in Up-

town. Prodigal only because it

initially opened its doors in the West Village, only

to relocate to Addison a few years later. Then

about three years ago, it returned to Central Dal-

las, this time tucked away in a quaint, parking-

challenged corner between the Quadrangle and

Gold’s Gym. But really, that just creates a little

more buzz, a bit greater intimacy. Social House

has “social” in its name, after all; you’re meant to

feel the bustle and hear the hum.

And hum it does. On our visit — a gorgeous

Sunday around 1:30 p.m. — the patio was packed

with energetic (and good looking) diners, a diverse

and friendly crowd that was also reflected in the

servers, all of whom were gracious and easy-

going. We didn’t make a reservation, so had to

wait half an hour for our table, but no worries —

bellinis and mimosas are available by the carafe

(10 bucks!), and you can buy those at the bar and

set up shop inside the foyer, where a shelf makes

for the perfect setting to hold a flute or two of bub-

bly and o.j. (The two of us got two carafes before

the meal was over; don’t judge.) The full menu —

with its selection of burgers and tacos, pizza and

pub grub — was available, and while my dining

companion was focussed on the adult beverages,

I came for brunch food.

The selection was what you’d expect at a gas-

tropub in Texas: eggy offerings, gourmet meats

and a dose of Tex-Mex sensibilities. I was drawn to

the steak benedict ($13.95) or the breakfast tacos

($9.95) or even the chicken and waffles (at $15.95,

the priciest item on the very reasonable menu), but

stuck with my favorite Latino standby: chilaquiles

($9.95). Triangles of crisply-fried corn tortillas serve

as the foundation upon which are dome of ingredi-

ents create a kind of working-class casserole: mar-

inated pulled pork weaves between a salad of

lettuce, avocado, salsa, onions and an smattering

of diced tomato, capped by a fried egg with lovely

runny center, queso fresco and its French cousin,

creme fraiche. It’s a full meal on a plate, with the

added benefit of texture, deftness and a cocktail

close at hang. My dining companion’s decision to

order from the house specialities was forgiveable.

That’s the beauty of brunch: Something for every-

one, and everyone feels at home.

— Arnold Wayne Jones

2708 Routh St. Sunday brunch from 11 a.m.

Have a suggestion for a brunch place in or

around Uptown that we should check out? Email

your recommendation to jones@dallasvoice.com

or tweet it to @criticalmasstx.

UV Tanning | Versa Spa PRO

Custom Airbrush Tanning! 

Tanning starting at $22

Visit our website: TanDallas.com

MEDICAL PRACTICE OF

Dr. Steven M. Pounders

214-520-8833 | 3500 Oak Lawn, Ste. 600 | drpounders.com

Want to lose those unwanted inches around 
your belly, arms, buttocks and thighs?

Before After

An efficient 25-minute audience-free workout designed by 
Cooper Institute Certified Personal Trainers, to increase 
metabolism, build muscle mass and burn fat. 

$15 for 5-week Boot Camp Package
Visit our website for details! privateworkout.com

Dallas
214-865-6153  
5400 Mockingbird

Plano
972-985-5500
4701 W. Park Blvd

Las Collinas
972-870-0123
4835 N. O’Connor

Flower Mound
972-355-4795

Loose fat fast... in private!
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Texas Bear Round Up returns for
21st annual celebration of men

If you’re out and about starting Thursday and
notice a lot more beefy, furry, friendly guys
than normal around the gayborhood, don’t
worry that hibernation has ended ... or that
The Revenant is filming a sequel. Nope, it’s
just the 21th annual Texas Bear Round Up.
The Dallas Bears’ TBRU gathers thousands
of bears, otters, wolves, polar bears and
their admirers (aka “chasers”) for four
days of fun, fur and frolic. Among
the attractions are parties at
the two host hotels, the
BearDance and Mr.
TBRU Contest, but
there’s a little
something for
everyone. So be nice
and say hello — they
won’t bite ... hard. 

DEETS: For a
complete
schedule of
events, visit
TBRU.org.

Spring in the air, so home & garden shows bloom

The weather has been gorgeous, which means two things: 1. Time to

start working on your Speedo body; and 2. time to do a little spring

cleaning, from planting new flowers to refreshing that tired furniture. Two

events this weekend — one in Cowtown, one in Big D — provide ample

opportunity for you to discover lovely new works of art to enliven your

decor, as well as gardening tips, antique to invest in and more. Take

your pick!

DEETS: Fort Worth Show of Antiques and Art, Will Rogers Memorial

Center, 3400 Burnett-Tandy, Fort Worth. Friday–Saturday. $8.

FortWorthShow.com.

37th Annual Texas Home and Garden Show, Dallas Market Hall, 2200

N. Stemmons Freeway. Friday–Sunday. $10.

TexasHomeAndGarden.com.

thursday 03.10 —
sunday 03.13 

friday 03.04—
sunday 03.06

life+style

best bets



calendar highlights

ARtsWeeK
THEATER

Out of the Loop Fringe Festival. WaterTower

Theatre’s 14th annual celebration of intimate and quirky

performances, including music, solo performances and

comedy. Final weekend. Addison Theatre Centre,

15650 Addison Road. Visit WaterTowerTheatre.org for

full lineup of performances.

One-Act Festival. Six plays by six women over six

nights, including a regional premiere from Obie Award-

winner Charlayne Woodward and local playwright Vicki

Caroline Cheatwood. Presented by TeCo Theatrical

Productions. Final weekend. Bishop Arts Theatre

Center, 215 S. Tyler St. BishopArtsTheatre.org.

All the Way. The Dallas Theater Center’s first-ever co-

production with Houston’s Alley Theatre is this staging of

the acclaimed Tony Award-winning play about LBJ.

Wyly Theatre, 2400 Flora St. Through April 6

(extended). DallasTheaterCenter.org.

I’m Gonna Pray for You So Hard. The third show of

Kitchen Dog’s 25th season, a dark comedy about an

actress and her playwright-dad. The Green Zone in the

Design District, 161 Riveredge. Through March 12.

KitchenDogTheater.org.

Long Day’s Journey into Night. Eugene O’Neill’s

monumental family drama. Final weekend. Undermain

Theatre, 3400 Main St. Evening shows at 7:30 p.m.

(earlier time). Undermain.org.

Isaac’s Eye. A dark comedy about the unscrupulous

steps some people will take to achieve fame — even

Isaac Newton. Presented by Amphibian Stage

Productions. Final weekend. Milburn Theatre, 120 S.

Main St., Fort Worth. AmphibianStage.com.

Clever Little Lies. Gay playwright Joe DiPietro’s story

of love, marriage and secrets. Features Bill Jenkins and

Linda Leonard. Final weekend. Circle Theatre, 230 W.

Fourth St., Fort Worth. CircleTheatre.com.

I Love You, You’re Perfect, Now Change. Gay

playwright Joe DiPietro co-wrote this popular musical

revue about relationships. Final weekend. Theatre 3 in

the Theatre Too space, 2800 Routh St. in the

Quadrangle. Theatre3Dallas.com.

OPERA

Manon. Massenet’s masterpiece, starring Ailyn Perez

(Great Scott) as the heroine. Out singers Troy Cook and

Will Ferguson have key roles. See our interview with

both, Page 18. Winspear Opera House, 2403 Flora St.

March 4–12. DallasOpera.org.

DANCE

Dancing without Borders. Dallas Black Dance Theatre

presents two special performances — one “north” at the

Eisemann Center for Performing Arts in Richardson,

2351 Performance Place, March 4; one “west” at the

Scott Theatre in Fort Worth, 3505 Lancaster Ave.,

March 10. 7:30 p.m. DBDT.com.

FINE ART

Jackson Pollock: Blind Spots. An exclusive exhibit of

the innovative American painter’s late work, a departure

from his classic “drip” paintings, but also showing the

span of the artist’s work. Dallas Museum of Art, 1717

Harwood St. Through March 20. Special exhibit fee.

DMA.org.

Vermeer Suite: Music in 17th Century Dutch

Painting. A lovely original Vermeer (one of only three

dozen in the world) is among the seven paintings in this

intimate exhibit that explores themes in Dutch art. Dallas

Museum of Art, 1717 Harwood St. Through Aug. 21.

DMA.org.

fRiDAy 03.04
COMMUNITY

Panoptikon. The weekly retro disco dance party,

presented by Lord Byron. Red Light, 2911 Main St.

Doors 9 p.m.

DANCE

Wood Works Master Classes. Bruce Wood Dance

Project holds a series of classes for advanced and

professional dancers with guest instructions this

weekend and next. Bruce Wood Dance Gallery 101

Howell St. March 8–11, 14–18. 10 –11:30 a.m. $15.

BurceWoodDance.org.

DIGS

Fort Worth Show of Antiques & Art. Vintage displays

of furniture and household goods. Will Rogers Memorial

Center, 3400 Burnett-Tandy, Fort Worth. March 4–5. $8.

FortWorthShow.com.

Dallas Black Dance Theatre performs outside its usual performance space twice this week with the pro-

gram Dancing without Borders North (and the Eisemann Center in Richardson on Friday) and West (at the

Scott Theatre in Fort Worth on Thursday).
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COME SEE US!
Young Men Special:

18 to 25 year olds!
FREE Lockers on Friday all day LONG!

Get a locker for only $6 weekdays; $10 weekends

BATHING WITH BEARS!

GETTING LUCKY WITH

LEPRECHAUNS!
It’s March Madness at Club Dallas!

BEAR WEEKEND
March 11-13

DAY!
$10 Lockers

Thursday, March 17
8am - Midnight

RED ZONE!
Friday, March 18

At the Stroke of Midnight!

A good day 
to be BAD!

Friday, March 25
A Good Day to be Had!

HALF PRICE 
ROOMS!

Every Tuesday
4 pm - Midnight

TGI FRIDAY!
FREE Youth Lockers All Day

For 18-25 yr. olds

TGI FRIDAY!
Happy Hour 4pm - 8pm

Half Price Rooms

*No discounts or passes accepted bear weekend.
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37th Annual Texas Home and Garden Show. Three-

day celebration of spring, with booths, demos,

gardening tips and even a blood drive. Dallas Market

Hall Center, 2200 Stemmons Freeway. March 4–6. $10.

TexasHomeAndGarden.com.

sAtURDAy 03.05
FINE ART

Spring Fever Art Show. An art sale and exhibit of

colorful “light palette” paintings by Robb Conover.

Gallery 3, 1319 W. Davis St. 7–9 p.m. 

sUNDAy 03.06
WORSHIP

Dignity (LGBT Catholics). Worship the first Sunday of

each month, led by ministers Cliff and Jon Garinn.

Interfaith Peace Chapel (lower level), 5910 Cedar

Springs Road. 6 p.m.

MONDAy 03.07
BROADCAST

RuPaul Drag Race. The 100th episode with the 100

queen on this bonus-sized seventh season opener.

Logo at 8 p.m.

tUesDAy 03.08
FILM

Laura. Clifton Webb delivers one of screendoms

legendary characterizations, the brittle, sinister cynic

Waldo Lydecker, one of the slate of suspects in the

apparent murder of a beautiful woman. Screens as part

of the Tuesday Big Movie New Classic Series at

Landmark’s Magnolia Theatre in the West Village, 3699

McKinney Ave. Sponsored by Dallas Voice. Screens at

7:30 p.m. and 10 p.m. 

tHURsDAy 03.10
CABARET

Judy Chamberlain Jazz.

The jazz vocalist’s weekly

cabaret performance in the

back room of Zippers

Hideaway, 3333 N. Fitzhugh

St. 9 p.m. 

THEATER

Laughing Wild. L.I.P.

Service Productions, which

last year staged the rarely-

performed gay-themed play

Streamers (with a trans

actor), now tackles out

playwright Christopher

Durang’s quirky absurdist

comedy. The Firehouse

Theatre, 2535 Valley View

Lane, Farmers Branch. March

10–26. 8 p.m. LIPServiceProductions.info.

The Nether. Stage West presents this play of a

dystopian future where the internet is a policed realm.

Randy Pearlman, Aaron Roberts and Allison Pistorius

appear; Garret Storms directs. Stage West, 821 W.

Vickery Blvd., Fort Worth. March 10–April 6.

StageWest.org.

Light Up the Sky. Theatre 3’s season continues with

this classic comedy by Moss Hart. Theatre 3, 2800

Routh St. in the Quadrangle. March 10–April 3 (in

previews through March 6). Theatre3Dallas.com.

COMMUNITY

Texas Bear Round Up 21: Mardi Gras. TBRU “gets 

legal” and celebrates its 21st birthday with a New

Orleans-themed gathering of hairy gay men and their

admirers, sponsored by the Dallas Bears. Events

include BearDance, Mr. TBRU Contest and plenty of

parties at the host hotels and elsewhere. March 10–13.

For a complete schedule, visit TBRU.org.

fRiDAy 03.11
THEATER

Disney’s The Little Mermaid. Dallas’ Doug Wright

wrote the book to this tuneful musical adaptation of the

animated classic. Fair Park Music Hall, 901 First Ave.

March 11–27. DallasSummerMusicals.org.

Allison Pistorius and Randy Pearlman appear in Stage West’s dystopian

drama ‘The Nether.’ (Photo by Buddy Myers)
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To submit an item for inclusion
in the Community Calendar, visit
Tinyurl.com/dvsubmit.

For a more complete Commu-
nity Calendar online, visit
Tinyurl.com/dvevents.
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BUSINESS DIRECTORYOUT OUTntx.com
ACCOMMODATIONS

Hilton Garden Inn Dallas/Lewisville
 972-459-4600 | hiltongardeninn.com

ACCOUNTANTS – CPA 
Aishman, Rick  PC | Phipps, Tom

3625 N. Hall St. #1250 | 214-520-7363 
Allen, Ron CPA   

214-954-0042 | ronallencpa.com 
Greer, Tom A., CPA 

214-998-0916 | tgreer@tomgreercpa.com

Leach, Ken CPA   
214-727-2187 | Kl1812@att.net.com

Lom, Mike CPA   
214-564-9932 | MikeLomCPA.com  

Sterling’s Bookkeeping & Tax Service
214-330-4682 | sterlingstax.com

ADULT ENTERTAINMENT
Alternatives

1720 W. Mockingbird Ln. | 214-630-7071 
Amazing SuperStore

972-243-2707 | amazing.net  
Club Dallas

214-821-1990 | theclubs.com 
Midtowne Spa 

214-821-8989 | midtowne.com

AIDS/HIV - SERVICES
AIDS Arms, Inc.

214-521-5191 | AIDSArms.org
AIDS Interfaith Network

214-943-4444 | AIDSInterfaithNetwork.org
AIDS Services Dallas

214-941-0523 | AIDSDallas.org
AIDS Outreach Center - Fort Worth

817-335-1994 | aoc.org
Legacy Counseling Center 

214-520-6308 | LegacyCares.org
Legal Hospice of Texas 

214-521-6622 | LegalHospice.org
Resource Center

214-528-0144 | myresourcecenter.org

AIR CONDITIONING & HEATING 
Jade Air          

214-522-2805 | jadeairdallas.com
Rescue Air Heating and Cooling

972-351-8307 | rescueair.com  

ASSISTED LIVING 
Alternative Living Choices

214-402-3552 | alternativelivingchoices.org

ATTORNEYS
Abrams, Warren 

972-960-9040 | WarrenAbramsAttorney.com
Bakker, Jens 

214-320-9870 | jensbakker.com
Burch, Lorie L.   

972-385-0558 | burch-law.com
Covell, Rebecca S.

214-443-0300 | covellpc.com
Hall, Stephanie 

214-522-3343 | ladylawsah.com

ATTORNEYS
Johnson, Stephen

214-373-3770 | johnsonprobate.com

214-528-3344 | adamseidel.com

214-528-6500 | robwiley.com

Olinger, Lynn S.
214-396-9090 | LSOLaw.com

Parker, Julianne
214-855-7888 | Bankruptcy

Pettit, Jack
214-521-4567 | JackPettit.com

Rizzeri, L. Steven, PLLC   
214-434-1017 | 

Schulte & Apgar
214-521-2200 | PeteSchulte.com  

Van Wey, Kay L. Texas Super Lawyer
214-329-1350 | vanweylaw.com

West, Chad, PC    
214-509-7555 | chadwestlaw.com

Womack, Jenny L  PC
214-935-3310 | WomackAdoptions.com

BED & BREAKFAST

318-848-7776 | 

CATERING
Wendy Krispin Caterer

214-748-5559 | wendykrispincaterer.com

CHIROPRACTIC DOCTORS 
Cedar Springs Chrio. Tutt, Steven J.  DC

214-528-1900 | drtuttdc.com
Core Health Wellness -  Peay, Eric  DC   

214-219-3300 | corehealthwellness.com
Spectrum Chiropractic

214-520-0092 | SpectrumChiropractic.com
Uptown Chiropractic - Lynne Auerbach DC

2909 Cole Ave., Suite 205 | 214-979-9013 

CLUBS
The 515 Bar

515 S. Jennings - Fort Worth | 817-338-0515 

COMPUTER SERVICES & REPAIR
Half Price Geeks

1-877-774-3357 | halfpricegeeks.com

CONSIGNMENT
Dulce Interior Consignment Showplace

214-219-5656 | mydulce.com

COSMETIC PROCEDURES
Advanced Skin Fitness

214-521-5277 | AdvancedSkinFitness.com
Horizon Aesthetics Vein & Laser

972-661-8884 | horizonlipo.com

Niroomand, Farhad  MD, PA
214-303-1102  | uptownderm.com

Vasquez, Jaime  DO, PA
214-528-1083 | vasquezclinic.com

COSTUMES – MASQUERADE 
Dallas Costume Shoppe

214-370-9613 | dcshoppe.com

Norcostco Texas Costume
214-630-4048 | norcostco.com

COUNSELORS – LPC
Stonewall Behavioral Health   

214-521-1278 | stonewall-inc.com
Uptown Psychotherapy

214-824-2009 | uptownpsychotherapy.com

CRUISES
CruiseOne Dallas (Doug Thompson)

214-254-4980 | bigDcruises.com
Cruise Planners (George Owens)

817-280-9615 | cruisewithgeorge.com

The Pauer Group, LLC (Randy Pauer)
972-241-2000 | thepauergroup.com 

DENTISTS
Boyd, Carole Ann  DDS, PC

214-521-6261 | drboyd.net
Terrell, Kevin  DDS, PC

214-329-1818 | terrelldental.com

DISC JOCKEYS
DJ Deluxe Productions

214-823-1424

DRIVER SERVICES
Premier Essential Services, LLC 

214-718-7127 premieressentialservices.com

EGG DONOR PROGRAMS
The Donor Solution

713-827-0301 | thedonorsolution.com    

ELECTROLYSIS
Dallas Electrolysis Clinic, Inc.

214-766-8939 | electrolysisformen.com
Hair Today Gone Tomorrow

682-593-1442 | htgtelectrolysis.com

EVENT PLANNING
Trifecta Event Management, LLC

214-414-0995 
trifectaeventmanagement.com

FERTILITY SPECIALISTS
Fertility Specialists of Texas 

817-366-1119 | LGBTfertility.com

FINANCIAL PLANNING 
Sherman, Judy S. CFBS

1111 S Main St., Grapevine | 817-366-1119
Turtle Creek Wealthcare (Doug Simmang)

800-680-6120 | turtlecreekwc.com

Walker, Brian, MBA, CFP, RICP
214-259-2232
prudential.com/us/brian.walker

FOUNDATION EVALUATIONS
Vannier Engineering 

972-867-9750 | vannierengineering.com 

INSURANCE
Alex Long Agency (Allstate)

972-570-7000
Allstateagencies.com/AlexLong

INSURANCE
Campbell, Todd (Farmers Insurance) 

214-420-7500 farmersagent.com/tcampbell2

Irvin, M. Angel (Farmers Insurance)
14651 Dallas Pkwy. #110 | 972-367-6200

Kelly, James
214-912-8830 | JKelly@FarmersAgent.com

Steven Graves Insurance Agency
214-599-0808 | stevengravesinsurance.com

Uptown Dallas Insurance Agency
214-871-3145 | uptowndallasins.com

JEWELRY
Aura Diamonds 

214-389-2323 | DesignsByAura.com

LAWN CARE | TREE SERVICES
Maya Tree & Lawn Maintenance 

214-924-7058 | mayatreeservice.com

MORTGAGE – REFINANCE
PrimeLending

214-926-9583 | ronwatterson.com
Ramirez, Armando

214-263-5507 
mandoramirez.supremelending.com 

MOVERS
Fantastic Moves

214-349-6683 (MOVE) | FantasticMoves.com

NAIL SALONS
Nailicious Unique by Nature

214-559-3997 | nailicious.com

OPTICAL SHOPS
Fashion Optical

214-256-6006 | FashionOpticalDallas.com

OPTOMETRISTS
Dishman, Keith OD

4560 W. Mockingbird Ln. | 214-521-0929

214-522-3937 | 4414 Lemmon Ave.  
Oak Lawn Eye Assoc.   Atwood, Randy OD  

214-219-3393 | oaklawneyeassociates.com

PAINTING/HOME REPAIR
Cooper, Mitch

4919 Gaston Ave. | 972-935-8058

PASSPORT SERVICES
Passport And Visa Express

972-516-6600 | 

PERSONAL TRAINERS
Gordon, John

214-395-7846 | JMGFitness.com

PET BOARDING & GROOMING
Petropolitan

Downtown 214-741-4100 | OC 469-930-9827 

PHARMACIES
Avita Drugs Specialized Pharmacy

214-943-5187 | AvitaPharmacy.com

PHYSICIANS & SURGEONS 
Daly, Patrick W. MD

3629 Fairmount St. | 214-526-3566
Philips, Kay L. MD

214-363-2305 | ddadoctors.com

Pounders, Steven  MD, PA
3500 Oak Lawn Ave., Ste. 600 | 214-520-8833

The Klemow Clinic
214-522-2222 | KlemowClinic.com

Uptown Physicians Group
214-303-1033 | uptowndocs.com

PROMOTIONAL ITEMS
TNT Promotions

214-213-7161 | tntpromos.biz

PSYCHOLOGISTS
SPIRIS Group 

214-443-7808 | spirisgroup.com

REAL ESTATE
Atkinson, Steve ABR – Dave Perry Miller      

972-733-5209
SteveAtkinson.DavePerryMiller.com

DeuPree, Joe ABR – Scottwood Realty
214-559-5690 | deupreej@sbcglobal.net

Durstine, George – Scottwood Realty
214-559-6090 | georgedrealtor@gmail.com

Hewitt & Habgood – Dave Perry Miller      
214-752-7070 |  | hewitthabgood.com

LaPierre, Paul – Centry 21  
214-564-7741 |  4saleindallas.com

Melnick, Susan – Virginia Cook
214-460-5565 | susanmelnick.com

Nall, Steve – Virginia Cook
214-500-0928 | virginiacook.com/steve-nall

Narey, Jay  ABR, ALHS – Keller Williams 
972-468-5462 | jaynarey.com

Scott, Danny Alan – Scottwood Realty 
972-588-8304 | DannyAlanScott@gmail.com

Stoll, Tim – Keller Williams
214-868-2959 | TimStoll@KW.com 

SHIPPING AND RECEIVING
The UPS Store® (Cedar Springs #3812)

214-520-0005 | theupsstorelocal.com/3812
The UPS Store® (Uptown #5022)

214-965-9226 | theupsstorelocal.com/5022

The UPS Store® (Meadow & 75 #0355)
214-692-7678 | theupsstorelocal.com/0355

The UPS Store® (Greenville #3699)
214-361-7353 | theupsstorelocal.com/3699

SURROGACY
3 Sisters Surrogacy

877-976-9483 | 3sisterssurrogacy.com

TAX RETURN PREPARATION
H&R Block

214-443-7895 | hrblock.com

TITLE COMPANIES
Republic Title of Texas, Inc.

214-528-8916 | republictitle.com

VITAMINS & SUPPLEMENTS
Sundrops Vitamins & Nutrition

214-521-0550 | sundrops.com
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Hey-diddly-ho, gayborinos! I hope you’re all hav-
ing a fabulous day. 

Over the years, I have had a few young queens
ask me if I would be their drag mother. For those that
don’t know, a drag mother is a more established drag
queen who finds it in their heart to help a little newbie
in the ways of a showgirl. A drag mother helps their
child with all things drag-related: makeup tips, wigs,
lets them borrow clothes and costumes and some-
times lets them use their last name. There are quite a
few O’Haras, even more Davenports and even a few
Summers babies.

But alas, there are no baby Novas running around
annoying the masses. Nova is just not a great last
name for anyone but me. If I did have a drag child, I
would want her name to be Bella. She would have to
be funny, but not too funny. Pretty, but not too pretty.
She would have to be a smart ass without being a
cunt. Edgy, but still true to the art form. In other
words, I am barren because of my high standards.
I’m not going to let some little sissy-boy walk in and
ruin the good name Nova. 

I had a few queens help me along the way but
only one I would call my drag mother: Celeste Mar-
tinez. In the early days of Cassie Nova, Celeste
taught me to do hair, let me borrow clothes and
taught me some valuable lessons, but most of all,
she always had my back. 

The timing for us to be friends was perfect. She
needed a roommate and I needed a place to stay,

and we got along, so for me it was a match made in
heaven. Looking back, I feel sorry for her. I wouldn’t
wish me on anybody. I was messy, loud and annoy-
ing. Thank God I have changed (I’m not as messy
now). 

I remember once when Celeste and I were going
to pay the rent. We decided to stop in the wig store
that used to be across the street from where Whole
Foods is now. It was very uppity, bougie and way
overpriced. The lady that ran the place looked like an
Asian Tammy Faye Bakker but spoke with a Russian
accent and had on a long blonde fall on the back of
her head, while her bangs were teased up and out.
From the moment we walked in, the store she was
on us. She looked down her nose at us and was very
rude. “Whatchoo need?” she demanded. Celeste
asked if she could see this lovely long brown wig that
was up on a shelf; that bitch replied, “Dat one iz berry
expensive.” Celeste looked at me like, “did this bitch
really just go there?” I looked at her like, “Oh no she
better don’t.” Then Celeste got this twinkle in her eye
that said, “Watch this!” Celeste reached into her bag
and pulled out our rent money. Yes it was all in cash,
as we were on our way to get a money order. And
you know coming from two drag queens it was a
huge pile of bills. It was a few hundred dollar bills, a
shit ton of twenties, tens, fives and ones. We looked
like we was big pimpin’ and Celeste told her that
money was no object. 

The woman’s whole demeanor changed and she
was suddenly our best friend. “Ooooh, dis wig look
good on yoo skin tone. Dis one highlight yoo pretty
face.” Celeste said we would take them all. Miss
Bitch got so happy, running around the store almost
dancing getting us whatever we needed. 

We get up to the register and the bouncy happy
bitch starts to ring the wigs up when Celeste said,

“Hold on. You know what? Never mind. We are
going to go down the street to Lemmon Wigs and
get this same shit cheaper and without the bad atti-
tude, but thanks. Bye!” Celeste put away the wad of
cash and we sashayed away out of there. If looks
could kill, we both would have been vaporized. It felt
very Pretty Woman. 

Here’s another memory. Every year, Caven Enter-
prises — which is the parent company for the Rose
Room and the surrounding clubs — would have a
huge Christmas party. The first few years I worked
for Caven we had the party at the Lizard Lounge in
Deep Ellum. It was always a blast — free food and
free liquor. Celeste and I went one year out of drag.
Just a chill night of fun was what I was hoping for, but
No… I had to go and get in a fight. 

It was a festive atmosphere and I was walking
around, mixing and mingling. I stopped to talk to a
group of friends and strangers and casually inserted
myself into the conversation. It was just some light
banter, nothing too serious. Then Valerie Lohr
walked by with her husband Johnny, I yelled hello to
them both and waved like some weird fanboy. I
turned back to the group and said, “Oh my God, I
love Valerie Lohr.” This one guy, kind of tall and good
looking, had this look of disgust on his face. He said,
“Gross, I hate drag queens.” I immediately got defen-
sive and said, “Whatever dude! You don’t even know
her, she’s…”

Then BAM! He punched me in the face.
I swear I don’t remember the next few seconds,

but apparently I grabbed him and started to punch
him repeatedly in the nose. Then someone broke us
up. I do remember when it was over and seeing
blood on the ground. I just knew I was going to be
fired, I was never going to be booked again. I was
crying hysterically like a pussy, overcome with emo-

tion. I had only been in a few fights growing up but I
had never been punched in the face. It was shocking
to say the least. 

My friend Celeste was there telling me to calm
down, everything was going to be okay. I looked
around for the douche that popped me and realized
the blood on the ground was not mine. We followed it
to the front door, they had thrown him out and I fig-
ured I was next to be escorted out. Then I saw Paul
Lewis, our big boss. He was my bosses’ boss and
what he said was law. I saw him and started to cry
again. He was a father figure to a lot of people in our
community and I feared and respected him. He
came up to me, put his arm around me and said, “I
think you broke his nose.” Then he started to laugh.
“He started it, you finished it. I tell people all the time,
you don’t mess with a drag queen.” Then told me,
“Let’s go get a shot.” And we did and all was well. 

The dillhole that punched me was apparently
some random dick dancer. I did break his nose. His
ex-boyfriend still comes out to the Rose Room and
tips me on occasion and every time he gives me a
dollar he says, “Remember that time you broke my
boyfriend’s nose?” and I always say yes, I remem-
ber.

My favorite part about this story is something I did
not see, but which many people have told me: That
when I got punched, my good Judy, Celeste Martinez
jumped over a table and ran to the action to help me
out. Just like Wonder Woman ready to kick some
ass. There is no better feeling than knowing some-
one has you back. Celeste and I are not as close as
we once were, she is off on a great adventure, but I
will always consider her one of my best friends and
my drag mother. I love that bitch!

Remember to always, love more, bitch less and
be fabulous. XOXO Cassie Nova. 

Cassie Nova
Cassie and Celeste go wig shopping

Photo courtesy Krisofer Reynolds

l+s       scoop



Making the SCENE the week of March 4-10:

• Texas Bear Round-Up: March 9-13.

• Alexandre’s: Girls Night Out with Peggy Honea on Friday. Mi Diva Loca on Saturday. Chris Chism on Wednesday.

Alicia Silex on Thursday.  

• Brick/Joe’s: Masquerade 2016 presents Betty Neal’s Birthday Bash featuring Tommie Ross on Saturday. Miss Diva

all-stars fundraiser to host the 2016 North American Gay Volleyball Association from 7-10 p.m. on Saturday.

• Club Reflection: Imperial Court meet the candidates barbecue from 3-6 p.m. on Saturday. Texas Gay Rodeo 

Association meeting at 2 p.m. on Sunday. Cowtown Leathermen cookout at 4 p.m. on Sunday. Mother Michial 

Community Awards buffet at 7 p.m. and awards at 8 p.m. on Wednesday.

• Dallas Eagle: Leather Knights Chili Cook-Off from 5-7 p.m. on Friday. United Court of the Lone Star Empire show at

7 p.m. on Friday. Dallas Bears and Leather Knights club night. Girls of Leather monthly meeting at 5 p.m. on Sunday.

Bear of the Month Contest at 10 p.m. on Saturday.

• JR.’s Bar & Grill: Dream Girls with Chanel, Raquel, Fantasha, Kandy and Athena on Thursday.

• Round-Up Saloon: The National Showman 2016 honoring Braxton Davidson at 8 p.m. on Sunday. 

• Sue Ellen’s: Heather Knox Band on Friday. CHIX on Saturday. Kathy & Bella at 3 p.m. and Barefoot Hippies at 6 p.m.

on Sunday.  

• The Rose Room: Miss Highland Park UsofA on Thursday.  

• Urban Cowboy Saloon: International Gay Rodeo Association show at 8 p.m. on Saturday. Imperial Court In-town

Show at 8 p.m. on Thursday. •
Scene Photographers: Kat Haygood and Chad Mantooth.
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Anne Steele at The Rose Room.

Customers and crew at Alexandre’s.

J.C. and Mindy May at Sue Ellen’s.

life+style 

scene
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Customers and crew at Alexandre’s.

the last (for now)

Dish Drag Brunch
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CsMA’s March Wine Walk

Chris and Marty at Dallas Eagle.
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Guys’ night out at Marty’s Live.

Chris and Marty at Dallas Eagle.
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Keller Williams 
Realty

www.SterlingHomeTeam.com
toddmaley@kwrealty.com

Todd Maley
972-205-0636

LET’S
MAKE A
DEAL!
Proudly Serving the
LGBT Community
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Ready for a Florida beach...

VACATIONVACATION
Navarre Beach
(Pensacola Beach)

Sundunes Florida Beach Condo
Book your Florida beach vacation today!

This gay owned, beach front unit is available through Navarre Beach Agency
with special rates. Visit our website navarrebeachagency.com 

CCaallll 885500--993399--22002200 aanndd tteellll tthheemm LLeeoo sseenntt yyoouu..
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One Bedroom Community
Rates Starting as Low as $840*

214-520-0282
parkfordoaks.com

PARKFORD OAKS APARTMENTS

BEST KEPT SECRET 
IN OAK LAWN

   • Intrusions Alarms
   • Washer/Dryer Included
   • Entertainment Serving Bars
   • Creek Views Available
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Adorable 50’s Ranch
On lovely tree-lined Ravinia Dr.

617 S. Ravinia Dr. $234,900
2 Bedrooms, 2 Full Baths, Study/Den 1,468 sq.ft.

 

For more 

Brought to 
you by:

Debbie Sutton &
Gary Bilpuch

 

For more 

Brought to 
you by:

Debbie Sutton &
Gary Bilpuch

 

On lovely tree-lined  
. $234,900617 S. Ravinia Dr

2 Bedrooms, 2 Full Baths, Study/Den 1,468 sq.ft.

 

.

For more 
information visit
SRealty

or call
214.522.5232

   Ravinia Dr
. $234,900

2 Bedrooms, 2 Full Baths, Study/Den 1,468 sq.ft.

 

For more 
information visit

.bizSRealty
or call

214.522.5232
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214.349.MOVE

Experience Counts!
20+ YEARS SUPPORTING THE COMMUNITY

www.FantasticMoves.com

TX
DM

V 
00

52
14

40
B

VOTED BEST MOVERS 5 YEARS & COUNTING!BEST MOVERS
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is looking for a .  
Candidate should have a Master’s degree.  

Interested candidates should complete 
on online application at 

AIDS Arms, Inc. 

is seeking a Medical Assistant (MA) with 
clinical experience. Candidates must have 
Hepatitis B vaccination prior to hire date.  

Interested candidates should 
complete an online application at 

https://aidsarms.companycareersite.com

AIDS Arms, Inc. 

��		��������		��

��

�������������������
���������

��������������	����
Studio and 2 Bedroom residences in a

predominately lesbian and gay, small quiet
gated community. Recently renovated inside
and out.  Mediterranean front with beautiful
landscaping. 4 inch door casings, 7 inch
baseboards, crown molding, ceiling fans 

and track  lighting.  Individual heat and AC.  
Gay owned & managed. Avail. NOW!

Studio $640/Mo. - 2 Bedroom $915/Mo. 
+ elect. and ins.
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THE
PPAAIINNTTEERR
SPECIALIZING IN INTERIOR PAINTING

25 YEARS EXPERIENCE
FREE ESTIMATES
EXTREMELY METICULOUS

TONYR.
972-754-1536
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Klemow Clinic Hiring for
experienced MA that can handle

Executive home Oakmont
Country Club Golf Course

www.corinthhome.com
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Tree Hugger Boxes
Provides Inexpensive, 

Gently Used Quality Boxes and 
Eco-Friendly Moving Supplies. 

Save 50 to 75%!! 
Delivery Available 

2273 Vantage St. | Dallas 75207
605 S. Sherman St. Ste 605D | Richardson 75081

ree Hugger BTr   
Provides Inexpensive, 

Gently Used Quality Boxes and 
Eco-Friendly Moving Supplies. 

Save 50 to 75%!! 
vailable ADelivery 

. | Dallas 753 Vantage St227
. Ste 605D | Richardson 75081605 S. Sherman St

ree Hugger Boxes
Provides Inexpensive, 

Gently Used Quality Boxes and 
Eco-Friendly Moving Supplies. 

Save 50 to 75%!! 
vailable 

207. | Dallas 75
. Ste 605D | Richardson 75081

 
LabCorp Experienced Phlebotomist 

  
 

 

Competitive salary and excellent benefits!
 

 
www.labcorpcareers.com

 
LabCorp

 
 

 

rewards are measured by the lives you touch.

LabCorp is seeking an Experienced Phlebotomist
to join a busy client office in the Uptown area of Dallas. 

Imagine... a career where the professional 

 
 
  

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

rewards are measured by the lives you touch.

Experienced Phlebotomist
to join a busy client office in the Uptown area of Dallas. 

     nal 

 
 
  

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

One- two years of experience is required.
This is a full- time position working Monday–Thursday 

8:30am– 5:30pm; Friday 8:30a-12:30pm.  
y and excellent benefits!Competitive salar

tunities &n more about our amazing opporLear
apply online at .labcorpcareers.comwww

LabCorp .tunity Employer is an Equal Oppor
, the organization will notAs an EOE/AA employer   r, the organization will not

discriminate in its employment practices due to an
, religion, sex, sexual orientation,s race, colorapplicant’

national origin, and veteran or disability status.

 
 
  

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

This is a full- time position working Monday–Thursday 

y and excellent benefits!

tunities &
.labcorpcareers.com

, the organization will not
discriminate in its employment practices due to an

, religion, sex, sexual orientation,
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Window-ology®

We Have Window Coverings Down To A Science
 Blinds, Shades, Shutters and More...

Chris Saunders
Serving Dallas and Fort Worth
www.windowology.com

Call or email for a free quote:
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� Moving Local & State wide

� Loading / Unloading
� Packing / Unpacking 
� Storage Facilities 
� No Hidden Fees 

Call now 972-835-0597
www.altonsmovingandstorage.com
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SCOTT BESEDA SCOTT BESEDA
DISCOUNT RATES WITHOUT DISCOUNT SERVICES • 214-219-6610
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Gotta love a 
good combo
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Do You or Someone
You Know

SUFFER FROM ITCHY
SKIN DUE TO ECZEMA

(Atopic dermatitis)?
If so, you are not alone. Eczema is a 

condition that causes skin to become itchy, 
red, thickened, cracked or scaly. Eczema 
can appear on many areas of the body, 

usually on the hands, feet, arms, and legs.
 

Millions of people of all ages struggle 
with eczema and the social and  

emotional toll it causes.
In severe cases, eczema can cause severe 

physical discomfort disrupting your work 
and home life.

 
Dermatology Treatment and Research 

Center is currently looking for men and 
women aged 18 and older who suffer from 
eczema (atopic dermatitis) to participate 

in a research study evaluating a study 
medication for relief of the itchiness 

associated with eczema.
 
If you qualify you will receive study 
medication and study-related medical care 
at no cost to you.
 
You may also receive compensation for 
your time and travel to the Research Site.

For more information call:
972-661-2729 x228

10am-10pm Everyday • 18 years Experience

Full Body Massage By Chad
SWEDISH MASSAGE  

WINTER SPECIAL!
$35/Hr. $55/1.5 Hr.
469-855-4782

ARAPAHO / TOLLWAY
MassagesByChad.com

MT 025786
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AIR CONDITIONING
& HEATING

Jade Air

SERVING THE LGBT COMMUNITY FOR OVER 20 YEARS !

JadeAirDallas.com
214.522.2805    
214.923.7904

PROMPT 
EXCEPTIONAL 
SERVICE!

SERVICE•SALES•INSTALLS

ALL MAJOR BRANDS 
RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

VISA, MC, AMX, DISC

TA
C

LB
0

1
4

4
7

2
E

Let Us Heat You Up!

������

The
UPTOWN BUTLER

A uniquely unusual Butler Service,
Giving YOU back the gift of time.

� Cleaning � Concierge � Pet Care 
� Pre & Post Party help 
� Event/Party Planning 

� And Much More!

‘A’ rated on Angie’s List, Thumbtack, & Nextdoor 
Serving our community for more than 10 years

TAILORED TO YOUR NEEDS
Call today! 972-740-5897

paul@theuptownbutler.com

EDDIE’S QUALITY PAINTING
Interior/exterior tape, bedding & texture

469-471-8618
25 Years of Experience

Satifaction guaranteed! Neat clean & reliable!
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Need A Therapist?

214-766-9200

• A therapist who is 
    non-judgmental & compassionate
• A therapist who participates 
    and gives you feedback
• A safe environment in which to be
    open and discuss your feelings. 
• Sliding scale for anyone who 

has lost their income.  

Edward Richards
M.A., L.P.C.

214-766-9200 wellmind.netwellmind.net

3 Critical Qualities You Should 
Expect From Your Therapist! ����������	���
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Across
1 “Look but don’t touch” type
6 Debussy contemporary Satie
10 Broadway opening for a lot?
14 Drag queen Joey
15 Man-to-man offense, in Leviticus
16 Vegetarian’s staple
17 Countries where people drive?
19 Larry Kramer and peers
20 B.D. Wong movie set on an island
22 African queen
25 Halloween mo.
26 Black to Bonheur
27 Dwarf tree in the land of the
samurai

29 Watch a NY Liberty game here
30 With 37- and 43-Across, start of a 
B.D. movie set in Asia

31 Use your tongue
33 Neighbor of Kan.
36 Heather Has ___ Mommies
37 See 30-Across
40 Charlottesville sch.
41 “Oy” follower
42 Alison Bechdel cartoon character
43 See 30-Across
45 Barenaked Ladies’ “Am ___ Only 
One”

47 Bathtub Madonna, e.g.
48 Sri ___

50 Harry of the Mattachine Society
52 “Nuts!”
53 B.D. Wong TV show about fighting 
crime

56 Slangy suffix
57 Time long ago
61 Queer spelling of a word for ice 
house

62 Tops a cupcake
63 Vanilla, in the sack
64 Ending with Pride
65 Triangle ratio
66 Peter the Great, and more

Down
1 Tic ___ (sometimes fruit candy)
2 Bill written by Alice Paul
3 Football center?
4 City in a Dionne Warwick hit
5 Victim of Jacob’s tricks
6 Seminal computer
7 Layer’s lair
8 Chelsea Pines and others
9 Being There novelist Jerzy
10 Come between parties, perhaps
11 Kind of bear
12 Like a flaming queen?
13 It’s sent from animals
18 Star Trek counselor Deanna
21 Persona for one of the Village

People
22 I Love Lucy venue
23 My Fair Lady composer
24 Diplomatic agent
28 E. Lynn Harris’ ___ Way the Wind
Blows
29 Showboat’s “Nobody ___ But Me”
31 “The Black Clark Gable” Diggs
32 Indiana Jones’s quest
33 Homeland of Princess Aida
34 Circuit party, for example
35 Motel name in an A&E series
38 Oscar nominee for The Hours
39 Ordinal for John Nash
44 Bursts in
45 1997 Kevin Kline flick
46 Boxing ref’s end to a butt-whipping
47 Part of DOS (abbr.)
48 Inevitable online claim
49 Soldiers that get off
50 Macho dudes
51 End of a Stein quote
53 Son of Eric the Red
54 Prefix meaning “tenth”
55 One of three pieces
58 Org. that comes when you break 
down

59 Title for Ian McKellen
60 Scores by David Kopay

Solution on page 29

You've Got the Wong Man

q-puzzle
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FIND REAL GAY MEN NEAR YOU

Free Code: 
Dallas Voice

FREE TO LISTEN
AND REPLY TO ADS

(214) 615-0100
Ft. Worth: (817) 282-2500

www.megamates.com  18+

Dallas:
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by The
UPTOWN BUTLER
The perfect partner for planning

your wedding your way!

� Full Wedding Planning
� Month-of or Day-of Coordination

� Officiant Services
Call Tracy Havens today!

972-766-8871
tracy@weddingmemories4u.com
www.weddingmemories4u.com

���������For You!
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Thank you for 6 wonderful years, 
with all great performances comes spectacular encores...

“Coming May 2016”

CEDAR GROVE
a little something for everyone

PS, grab a part of DISH Cedar Springs this Saturday & Sunday 9AM - 1PM. 
                                                        

All Furnishing For Sale
4123 Cedar Springs Road
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