
on ...
A rundown of Pride Week
activities, including our 
interview with dance diva 
Crystal Waters

Also up: Indigo Girls... DJ Tony Moran... Dev...
PlayPride Festival... Drag Racers... and more!
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Uptown Physicians Group would like to congratulate Dr. Terry Watson on his retirement 
after serving the GLBT and HIV communities of North Texas for over 35 years.”

Brady L. Allen, MD
Internal Medicine

HIV Medicine

David M. Lee, MD
Internal Medicine

HIV Medicine

Marc A. Tribble, MD
Internal Medicine

Infectious Diseases
HIV Medicine

Donald A. Graneto, MD
General Practice

HIV Medicine

Edison Leary, APRN, FNP-C
Family Nurse Practitioner

HIV Medicine

Eric Klappholz ANP-C
Adult Nurse Practitioner

HIV Medicine

www.UptownDocs.com

Providing primary care and HIV care to the GLBT communities of Dallas, Ft. Worth and the surrounding areas for over 25 years!

Uptown Physicians Group extends a warm welcome to any of Dr. Watson’s patients that would like us to assume their care.

from medical school.  He was a delightful and 
handsome young man.  Little did we know 
that in the early 80’s that we would embark 
on a totally unexpected and unknown medical 
journey, which became known as HIV/AIDS.  
At a time when many doctors refused to see 
AIDS patients because of fear, prejudice, and 
the unknowns,  Terry and I along with a few 
other docs in Dallas never hesitated.  I don’t 
think it ever crossed our minds that we would 
walk away from this horrendous epidemic. Our 
community owes much gratitude and respect 
to Dr. Watson for his many years of practice 
serving our community.”

— Dr. Robert Henderson
Retired Doctor 

Uptown Physicians Group
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instantTEA

Ebby Halliday dies at 104
Dallas real estate icon Ebby Halliday died

Wednesday, Sept. 9, at the age of 104.
Her 70-year-old company is the largest private

real estate company in Texas and 10th largest in
the country.

She founded her company, Ebby Halliday Real-
tors, in 1945 as a one-woman shop. Today, the
company has 1,700 sales people. Last year, the
company sold more than 19,000 properties worth
more than $6.6 billion, according to the company
website.

Halliday always contributed to the city.
Two of her major projects in 2014 were Ebby’s

Place, the YWCA’s women’s center, and The Ebby
House, Juliette Fowler Communities’ transitional
community for young women who have aged out
of foster care.

Halliday served as president of Thanksgiving
Square Foundation and served on boards of St.
Paul Medical Foundation, the Communities Foun-
dation of Texas, The Dallas County Community
College District Foundation and the Better Busi-
ness Bureau and was active with the Dallas Sym-
phony Orchestra Guild and the State Fair of Texas.

She’ll be remembered for launching the careers
of so many in the LGBT community.

— David Taffet

Proposed rule under Affordable
Care Act would bar discrimina-
tion based on gender identity

New rules released Friday, Sept. 4, by the De-
partment of Health and Human Services’ Office of
Civil Rights would protect from discrimination
based on gender identity in healthcare and insur-
ance.

The regulations include everything from routine
medical exams to transition-related care.

“The Department of Health and Human Serv-
ice’s proposed rules have the potential to be life-
saving for transgender people. The medical and
scientific consensus for years has been that transi-
tion-related care is medically necessary and should
be covered by insurance,” said Mara Keisling, ex-

ecutive director of the National Center for Trans-
gender Equality.

President Obama signed the ACA into law on
March 23, 2010. Included in the sweeping law was
Section 1557, the first federal civil rights law to pro-
hibit sex discrimination in health care.

Public comment period closes Friday, Novem-
ber 6.

— James Russell

Lakewood Theater 
passes landmark hurdle

The Dallas Landmark Commission voted unani-
mously on Tuesday, Sept. 8, to refer the Lakewood
Theater to the Designation Committee for land-
mark consideration.

That puts the status of the theater on hold until
the committee can vote to designate it the land-
mark that it is. Until then, plans to turn it into a Wal-
mart or whatever stupid idea the owner had are on
hold.

The building — if it is designated as an historic
landmark —  must be preserved and restored
under strict federal guidelines.

That means the frescoes inside the building
would have be preserved. The art deco bar in the
lobby would have to be preserved.

Last week the building’s owner threw out all of
the theater’s seating that dated to its opening in
1949. That predated the Dallas Landmark Com-
mission’s decision at its meeting on Tuesday.

The Lakewood Theater was home to Gaybingo
for years before it moved to S4 on Cedar Springs.
Outtakes, the Dallas LGBT film festival, was also
held at the Lakewood.

The Lakewood Theater was built in 1938 by
Karl Hoblizelle as part of his Interstate theater
chain. Downtown’s Majestic was also his.

— David Taffet

DallasVoice.com/Category/Instant-Tea

Lakewood United 
Methodist Church

hosts the
Lakewood Summer Arts Faire

September 12 | 10am-6pm
September 13 | 11am-5pm

Sunday Worship
10:15am

Lakewood UMC is a 
Reconciling Congregation
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GAY DAY at SIX FLAGS!
September 19, 2015

Ticket includes parking! 
Main Gate Price: $68.99 + Tax

Parking: $20.00
(savings of over $52!)

Cost: $36.50 + Tax

Presented by

Buy online at: http://is.gd/W00eKU 
(case sensitive)
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The Gay aGenda
Have an event coming up? Email your
information to staff writer James Russell at
russell@dallasvoice.com by Thursday at 10 a.m.
for that week’s issue.

SEPTEMBER
• Weekly: Lambda Weekly every Sunday at 1
p.m. on 89.3 KNON-FM; United Black
Ellument hosts discussion on HIV/AIDS in
the black community at 7 p.m. every second
Tuesday of the month at 3116 Commerce St.,
Suite C; Fuse game night every Monday
evening but the last of the month at 8 p.m. at
the Fuse space in the ilume, 4123 Cedar
Springs Road, Apt 2367; Fuse Connect every
Wednesday from 7 p.m. at the Fuse Space. For
more information call or e-mail Ruben
Ramirez at 214-540-4500 or
rramirez@myresourcecenter.org.

• Sept. 11: High Tech Happy Hour
Texas Instruments Pride, the LGBT and ally
diversity group, hosts its monthly High Tech
Happy Hour to increase professional and
social contacts between groups and
individuals and to foster community. 5:300-
7:30 p.m. at Sambuca Uptown, 2120
McKinney Ave. For more information email
Paul von Wupperfeld at pavw@ti.com.

• Sept. 12: Blazin’ Red Cars 
for the Cause Charity Event
Check out local LGBT car collector’s
club members’ classic cars benefitting 
A Sister’s Gift Women’s Center, which
provides women living with HIV/AIDS 
and their families and dependents from 
11 a.m.-4 p.m. at Lowes Home Improvement
Center, 6011 Lemmon Ave. $10 donation 
at door. Children under 12 enter for free. 
For more information visit Classischassis.com.

• Sept. 12: Jennings Street Jam
Health Education and Learning Project 
and 20 other organizations host music, 
food, adult carnival games, HIV testing 
and the crowning of the 2015 Condom Queen
in the parking lot of Club Reflection, 604 S.
Jennings Ave., Fort Worth. For more
information contact DeeJay Johannessen
at 817-332-772.

• Sept. 12: AIDS Outreach Center Hope
Walk Registration Party 2015
Register for the 2015 Hope Walk while
enjoying some surprise free giveaways from
7-10 p.m. at Dr. Jekyll’s Beer Lab, 2420 W. Park
Row, Pantego. For more information visit
AOC.org/walk.

Hi, my name is Little Ann despite my lovely full figure. Perhaps it’s due
to my loving nature or my eagerness to please, but I am so happy to
have your attention. I am capable of learning all that is required to
blend seamlessly into your lifestyle. I hope that it will include play dates
at the park, hearty runs and lots of play. I’m a studious girl, too, so struc-
tured teaching of commands would be great fun! Won’t you come spend
some time with me? Our forever could be just a visit away!

Little Ann and other pets are available for adoption from Operation Kindness,
3201 Earhart Drive, Carrollton. The no-kill shelter is open six days: Monday, 3-8
p.m.; closed Tuesday; Wednesday, 3-8 p.m.; Thursday, noon-8 p.m.; Friday, noon- 5
p.m.; Saturday, 11 a.m.-5 p.m.; and Sunday, noon-5 p.m. The cost is $110 for cats,
$135 for kittens, $150 for dogs over 1 year, and $175 for puppies. The cost includes
the spay/neuter surgery, microchipping, vaccinations, heartworm test for dogs,
leukemia and FIV test for cats, and more. Those who adopt two pets at the same
time receive a $20 discount

•pet of the week / LITTLE ANN

Family
ZonePRIDE

A safe space for LGBT Parents and their kids!
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• Sept. 12: HRC DFW 
Federal Club Fall Luncheon
Learn about LGBT advancements with JoDee
Winterhof, senior vice president for policy and
political affairs at HRC, from 10:30 a.m.-12:30
p.m. at The Tower Club, Thanksgiving Tower,
1601 Elm St., 48th Floor. RSVP required.
Business casual. Seating limited to 200. For
tickets visit Bit.ly/1hvu7MC.

• Sept. 13: Tarrant County Gay Pride 
Week Association Meeting
Tarrant County Pride’s monthly meeting at 
3 p.m. at the Barron House at Celebration
Community Church, 908 Pennsylvania Ave.,
Fort Worth. For more information call 
214-506-3367 or e-mail
Info@stonewalldemocratsofdallas.org.

• Sept. 14: Tarrant County Stonewall
Democrats Meeting
Monthly meeting begins at 7 p.m. at Tommy’s
Hamburgers, 2455 Forest Park Blvd., Fort
Worth. Featured guest is Rep. Chris Turner, R-
Grand Prairie. For more information e-mail
Info@tarrantstonewall.org.

• Sept. 15: Classis Chassis Car 
Club Happy Hour
Learn more about the LGBT Classis Car Club
and check out classic cars from 4-7 p.m. at JR.’s
Bar & Grill, 3923 Cedar Springs Rd. For more
information visit Classischassis.com.

• Sept. 15: Dallas County Stonewall
Democrats Host Appreciation Party
LGBT Democratic group from 6:30-7:30 p.m.
meets every third Tuesday of the month at
Ojeda’s Restaurant, 4617 Maple Ave. This
month the group will honor Dallas County
elected Democratic officials who supported
marriage equality.

• Sept. 15: JEWEL Lesbian Fiction Book Club
Monthly book club discussion meets every
third Tuesday of the month from 7–9 p.m. at
ilume, 4123 Cedar Springs Road. Open to all
women. Free. For more information e-mail
jewel@myresourcecenter.org.

• Sept. 15: DFW Transcendence
Trans/SOFFA Meeting
Trans and ally support group meets monthly
on first and third Tuesdays from 7-9 p.m. at
Agape MCC, 4615 East California Parkway,
Fort Worth. For more information contact Finn
Jones by phone at 214-499-0378 or by email at
sfinn.jones@gmail.com.

• Sept. 17: AIDS Arms Red Ribbon Society
Presents “The Many Facets of AIDS Arms”
Learn about AIDS Arms’ programs and
services with a poster presentation and enjoy
appetizers and wine from 6-8 p.m. at Triangle
Payment Systems, 3500 Oak Lawn Ave. For
more information e-mail Lauren Darrouzet at
lauren.darrouzet@aidsarms.org.

• Sept. 17: AIDS Services of Dallas 
No Tie Dinner Kick-off Reception
Learn details about AIDS Services of Dallas’
annual fundraiser from 6-8 p.m. at Scott +
Cooner, 1617 Hi Line Drive, Ste. 100.
Complimentary appetizers, beverages and live
music. Open to the public. For more
information, visit Notiedinner.com.

• Sept. 17: The Dallas Way Presents
‘Outrageous Oral’: Salute to the 
Gay Pride Parade
The GLBT history project presents another
segment of Outrageous Oral series with Evilu
Pridgeon, Patti Fink, Chris Luna and Kathy
Jack. Michael Doughman serves as emcee.
Doors open at 6 p.m. and program starts at 7

p.m. at the Rose Room inside S4, 3911 Cedar
Springs Road. For more information call 505-
400-4405 or visit TheDallasWay.org.

• Sept. 17: Urban Engagement Book Club:
The Road Out: A Teacher’s Odyssey in Poor
America by Deborah Hicks
CitySquare’s monthly Urban Engagement Book
Club explores various social justice issues with
writer Randy Mayeux and local social justice
leaders. Free. Noon of every third Thursday at
the Opportunity Center, 1610 S. Malcolm X
Blvd. For more information visit CitySquare.org.

• Sept. 17: Gray Pride: Senior Moments
Monthly Senior Moments series presents
guest speaker Samuel Tornabene with the
Coalition for Aging LGBT about the coalition's
initiative and annual summit from 6:30–8:30
p.m. at Resource Center, 2701 Reagan St. Free.
For more information call 214-528-0144 or e-
mail GrayPride@myresourcecenter.org.

• Sept. 19: Gay Days at Six Flags
Join friends and allies for Gay Day 
at Six Flags Over Texas in Arlington from 10:30
a.m.-8 p.m. For more information
and to purchase tickets visit
Sixflags.com/overtexas?promo_code=DALLAS
VOICE.

• Sept. 19: SHINE: 
The Dallas Pride Pool Party
Purple Party Weekend’s pool party 
returns from 2-7 p.m. at SISU Uptown 
Resort, 2508 Maple Ave. $30 at door. 
For more information visit
Dallasourpleparty.com.

• Sept. 19: TEEN PRIDE: All Lives Matter
Third annual Teen Pride celebrates pride with
a day of free food, drag performances,
entertainment, games and prizes from 2-7 p.m.
at Cathedral of Hope, 5910 Cedar Springs
Road. Free for ages 13-19. $5 for adult
chaperones. For more information visit
Transtexas.org/realliveconnection.

• Sept. 19: Music for Love, a Celebration of
Unity and Diversity
Lamont Wheat and others perform benefitting
The Lavender Effect from 7-9 p.m. at Aloft
Downtown Dallas, 1031 Young St. 
$10 donation at door. For more information
visit Thelavendereffect.org.

• Sept. 19: Wendy Ho: Save My Feral Pussy
Fundraiser
Wendy Ho performs live during karaoke
benefitting Feral Friends Community Cat
Alliance from 9 p.m.-2 a.m. at Barbara’s
Pavillion, 325 Centre St.. For more information
visit Facebook.com/barbaraspavillion.

• Sept. 19: Gaybingo: Rainbowlicious
Monthly fundraiser for Resource Center from

6–9 p.m. at Rose Room at S4, 3911 Cedar
Springs Road. Doors open at 5 p.m. 
For more information, call 214-540-4458 or
email Bscott@myresourcecenter.org.

• Sept. 20: Family PRIDE Zone
Safe space for LGBT parents and kids in
conjunction with Festival in the Park 
from noon-7 p.m. at Reverchon Park, 
3505 Maple Ave. $5 admission. For more
information visit Dallaspride.org. 

• Sept. 20: Miller Lite Festival in the Park
Presented by T-Mobile
All day performances featuring Ty Herndon
presented by the Dallas Tavern Guild from
noon-7 p.m. at Reverchon Park, 3505 Maple
Ave. $5 admission. For more information visit
Dallaspride.org. 

• Sept. 20: Heineken Alan Ross Freedom
Parade
Celebrate the 32nd annual pride parade 
with floats, music, city officials headlined 
by this year’s grand marshals Patti Fink 
and Evilu “Pridge” Pridgeon along 
Cedar Springs Avenue to Reverchon Park,
3505 Maple Ave. Free. Line-up starts at 
10 a.m., street closes at 11 a.m. and parade
starts at 2 p.m. For more information 
visit Dallaspride.org. 

• Sept. 20: Spectrum: 
The Dallas Pride Tea Dance
Dallas Purple Party presents benefit for local
HIV/AIDS organizations from 5-11 p.m. at
Marty’s Live, 4207 Maple Ave. For more
information visit Dallaspurpleparty.com.

• Sept. 22: AIDS Outreach Center Hope
Walk Registration Party 2015
Register for the 2015 Hope Walk and enjoy 
a free private party with a buffet spread 
from 5-7 p.m. at Buttons, 4701 W. Freeway
#100, Fort Worth. For more information visit
AOC.org/walk.

• Sept. 25: Resource Center 5 Factor Awards
Annual celebration of five Resource Center
volunteers from 7-9 p.m. at 7 for Parties, 
150 Turtle Creek Blvd., #107, with appetizers,
wine and entertainment. $50 per person. 
For more information, including 
sponsor opportunities, visit
Myresourcecenter.org/5factor.

• Sept. 26: Greater Dallas Walk to End
Alzheimer’s
Alzheimer’s Association of Greater Dallas
hosts its annual three-mile walk at 9 a.m. at
AT&T Plaza at the American Airlines Center,
2500 Victory Ave. Day-of registration begins at
7 a.m. followed by 8:30 a.m. ceremony. To
register visit Bit.ly/1U3ZlbZ. For more
information contact Erica Goldberg at 
214-540-2412 or egoldberg@alz.org.
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Beth El Binah Rabbi Steve Fisch stands outside Northaven United Methodist Church, 11211 Preston

Road, the new home base for the LGBT Reform synagogue. Beth El Binah will be celebrating High

Holy Days through Sept. 23, with most services at Northaven. Selichot observance begins at 7:30

p.m. Friday, Sept. 11. Erev Rosh Hashanah begins at 7:30 p.m. Sunday, Sept. 13, with a service at 10

a.m. and the President’s Luncheon at noon, both on Monday, Sept. 14. Tashlich will be observed at 1

p.m. Tuesday, Sept. 15, along Turtle Creek across from the Kalita Humphries Theater. Kol Nidre is at

7:30 p.m. on Tuesday, Sept. 22. The High Holy Days conclude with Yom Kippur services, with morning

services at 10 a.m., study session at 1 p.m., Yizkor at 3 p.m., Mincha, Ne’ilah, and Havdalah at 5 p.m.

Worshippers will break the fast following Havdalah.



James Russell  | Staff Writer
Russell@dallasvoice.com

When the Supreme Court issued its historic
Obergefell decision in favor of marriage equality
on June 26, some county clerks across the nation
wasted no time in issuing marriage licenses
same-sex couples, including clerks in Dallas, Tar-
rant and Travis counties. 

Others were more hesitant, offering various
reasons for delaying. Some wanted to wait for
the proper forms from the state Bureau of Vital
Statistics; others, like Hood County Clerk Katie

Lang, a first-term Republican, flatly refused to
issue licenses altogether because doing so, they
claimed, would be contrary to their personal re-
ligious beliefs.

A statement released by Texas Attorney Gen-
eral Ken Paxton allowing clerks to refuse to issue
licenses based on religious objections didn’t
help.

But faced with lawsuits by both same-sex and
opposite-sex couples, however, many clerks de-
cided quickly to comply with the law. After a
legal tug of war and a series of mixed messages,
Lang settled last month with gay couple Jim
Cato and Joe Stapleton, who have been together
for 27 years.

Then there was Rowan County, Ky. Clerk Kim
Davis. Defying court orders, Davis turned away
both same- and opposite-sex couples seeking to
receive marriage licenses. 

Her reason?
“To issue a marriage license which conflicts

with God's definition of marriage, with my

name affixed to the certificate, would violate my
conscience,” Davis said in a statement. “It is not
a light issue for me. It is a heaven or hell deci-
sion. For me it is a decision of obedience. I have
no animosity toward anyone and harbor no ill
will. To me this has never been a gay or lesbian
issue. It is about marriage and God’s word.”

Davis, a recently born-again Christian married
numerous times before her conversion, refused
to even allow any of the deputy clerks in her of-
fice issue marriage licenses despite numerous
court rulings against her. She was eventually
held in contempt of court and sent to jail, but
was released earlier this week after having been
jailed since the previous Thursday.

Davis has become a cause célèbre and her
name a rallying cry for right-wing Christian con-
servatives, who claim Davis is being targeted for
being Christian and denied her constitutionally-
guaranteed freedom of religion.

But even before Kim Davis took her stand,
politicians courting the right wing started intro-

ducing legislation claiming to protect religious
freedoms. Under one bill — proposed in June be-
fore the Obergefell decision was delivered —
Davis and others like her would be able to freely
flout the law by claiming their religious beliefs
made them exempt.

On June 17, U.S. Sens. Mike Lee, R-Utah, and
Raul Labrador, R-Idaho., who are both up for re-
election, introduced the First Amendment De-
fense Act. It would prevent the government from
taking “adverse action” against an individual or
entity based on a religious belief that marriage is
between two individuals of the opposite sex.

So, a county clerk or small business owner or
anyone else could deny services to same-sex
couples without worrying about what the law
actually requires, just by claiming they object to
same-sex marriage on religious grounds.

This is the bill’s second appearance; it was first
introduced in 2014 as the Marriage and Religious
Freedom Act. 

“Religious freedom is at the heart of what it
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defending the 1st amendment?

Rowan County Clerk Kim Davis, second from right, stands with Republican presidential candidate Mike Huckabee, right, attorney Mat Staver, second from left, and her husband, Joe Davis, at the Carter County Detention

Center, Tuesday, Sept. 8, in Grayson, Ky., after Davis was released after being jailed for refusing to issue marriage licenses to gay couples. (Pablo Alcala/Lexington Herald-Leader via AP)   

In yet another effort to 
countermand marriage 
equality, Republicans
launch First Amendment
Defense Act
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means to be an American,” Labrador said in a
statement explaining the legislation. “America
set the standard for upholding freedom of belief
and worship in a diverse society. Our bill ensures
that the federal government does not penalize
Americans for following their religious beliefs or
moral convictions on traditional marriage.”

Lee added, “The vast majority of Americans
today still hold a robust view of religious lib-
erty, yet across the country the right of con-
science is threatened by state and local
governments that coerce, intimidate, and penal-
ize individuals, associations, and businesses
who believe that marriage is a union between a
man and a woman.”

The two lawmakers claim the bill is necessary
to protect the religious liberties of small business
owners who have religious objections to same-
sex marriage.

As of press time, the bill had 148 co-sponsors
in the House and 36 in the Senate. It has the sup-
port of both Texas Sens. John Cornyn and Ted
Cruz and 23 of the 26 Republican members of
the Texas delegation. Only one Democrat, Rep.
Dan Lipinski of Illinois, has signed on.

Rep. Kay Granger of Fort Worth is the only
Dallas-Fort Worth area Republican to not co-
sponsor the bill.

Differing definitions of 
religious liberty

While Labrador and Lee believe it simply pro-
tects religious conscience, Elise Helgesen
Aguilar, federal legislative counsel for Ameri-
cans United for Separation of Church and State,

disagrees.
“This bill is a misnomer, as it does not defend,

but rather distorts the principle of religious free-
dom, allowing the religious beliefs of one indi-
vidual or organization to trump the rights of
others,” she wrote via email. “This bill would
give government workers an absolute and un-
qualified right to refuse perform their profes-
sional duties due to their religious beliefs

regardless of how it would affect other people.”
Under the 1994 Religious Freedom Restora-

tion Act, an individual seeking exemption from
the law must prove a law “substantially bur-
dens” that person’s religious beliefs. That law
passed with bipartisan support and was signed
by President Bill Clinton.

That wasn’t the case this past summer when
state legislatures in Arkansas and Indiana
passed their own versions of religious freedom
restoration laws, ahead of Obergefell. Opponents
called the bills “licenses to discriminate.”

Outrage from LGBT advocates and businesses
prompted an amendment to Indiana’s law, but
attempts to amend Arkansas’s bill failed. Efforts
to enshrine Texas’ own RFRA in the state Con-
stitution during the most recent legislative ses-
sion were derailed after opposition from LGBT
advocacy and business groups.

This new measure, Aguilar wrote, goes a step
further and “provides a blanket exemption to
anyone who alleges that they cannot perform
their government duties because of their reli-
gious beliefs — no questions asked. Under this
bill, the government must allow workers to re-
fuse to perform their duties, regardless of the
harm it causes to others.

“If passed,” she added, “it would allow fed-
eral government employees acting in their offi-
cial capacities to discriminate against others.”

If anything, Davis certainly wouldn’t be alone
anymore.

“Indeed, its goal is to create more Kim
Davises,” Aguilar agreed.

But Davis and her clan wouldn’t have cover
under the law for long. If challenged in court,

there is no doubt it would be found unconstitu-
tional, Aguilar insisted.

“The Establishment Clause [of the U.S. Con-
stitution] precludes the government from grant-
ing religious exemptions that come at the
expense of innocent third parties,” she ex-
plained. “Although the government can provide
religious accommodations that are not man-
dated by the Free Exercise Clause, the Establish-
ment Clause prohibits the government from
providing accommodations that harm other peo-
ple.”

Jody Scheske, an Austin lawyer who recently
represented parties in two same-sex divorce
cases before the Texas Supreme Court and who
specializes in religious liberty issues, is familiar
with the bill and others like it.

He dismissed it as a fundraising scheme for
both conservative Republicans and religious lib-
erty groups like Liberty Counsel, the right-wing
organization that is defending Davis. 

Having lost the fight for marriage equality, re-
ligious liberty groups are now finding other
ways to attack LGBT rights, Scheske said, adding
that contrary to what opponents of LGBT rights
say, religious liberty is not under attack.

“It’s ludicrous. [Religious freedom is] already
clearly defined in the Constitution and protected
under the First Amendment,” he said.

It is unlikely the bill would pass even in the
Republican-controlled Congress, much less gain
the votes to override a veto by President Barack
Obama. Still the fight over religious liberties and
the Kim Davises of the world continues in a clear
sign that the fight to protect minority rights —
including LGBT rights — is never truly won.•

Elise Helgesen Aguilar
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The Pride agenda
Pride season is in full swing in the DFW

Metroplex. The Alan Ross Texas Freedom
Parade steps off at 2 p.m. Sunday, Sept. 20,
but between now and then there are plenty
of events scheduled to keep you busy.

Here are a few highlights of the days to
come:

• PlayPride Festival, presented by TeCo
Theatrical Productions, through Sept. 20.
Bishops Arts Arts Theatre. For details visit
TeCoTheater.org.

• Outrageous Oral: The Pride Parade,
Thursday, Sept. 17 in the Rose Room at S4.
6-9 p.m. Admision is free. Features current
and former Pride parade grand marshals.

• Crystal Waters in concert, Friday, Sept.
18, at It’ll Do Club. For details, read our inter-
view with Crystal on Page 18.

• Indigo Girls in concert Friday, Sept. 18,
at House of Blues in Dallas. 8 p.m. Tickets
range from $27.50-$45. For details visit
HouseOfBlues.com/Dallas.

• 7th Annual Red Party, featuring record-
ing artist Dev and benefiting Legacy Coun-
seling Center and Founders Cottage, at Sixty
Five Hundred, Saturday, Sept. 19. 9 p.m.
General admission is $55. For information
visit DallasRedFoundation.org.

• Gay Day at Six Flags, hosted by Dallas
Voice, Saturday, Sept. 19. 10:30 a.m.-8 p.m.,
at Six Flags Over Texas in Arlington. Tickets
available at http://is.gd/W00eKU.

• Shine: The Dallas Pride Pool Party with
DJ Tony Moran, Saturday, Sept. 19. 2-9 p.m.
At SISU Uptown. $30 at the door. For details
visit DallasPurpleParty.com.

• Teen Pride: All Lives Matter, Saturday,
Sept. 19 at Cathedral of Hope. 2-7 p.m. For
LGBTQ youth and allies ages 13-19. For de-
tails visit TransTexas.org/RealLiveConnec-
tion.

• Wendy Ho perform-
ing at Barbara’s Pavillion.
9 p.m. $5 donation bene-
fiting Feral Friends Com-
munity Cat Alliance. For
details visit
Facebook.com/Bar-
baras.Pavillion.

• House of Pride Party
with Drag Racers Alyssa
Edwards, Shangela and Laganja at
Brick/Joe’s. 9 p.m. V IP table for three for
$150; general admission $20. For details visit
OneNightInBangkock.org or
BrickDallas.com.

• Family Pride Zone safe space for LGBT
parents and their children, part of the Festi-
val in the Park at Reverchon Park. Noon-7
p.m. For details visit DallasPride.org.

• Miller Lite Festival in the Park presented
by T-Mobile at Reverchon Park, with live en-
tertainment featuring Ty Herndon. noon-7
p.m. $5 at the gate. For details visit Dal-
lasPride.org.

• 32nd annual Heineken Alan Ross Texas
Freedom Parade, along Cedar Springs
Road. 2 p.m. For details visit DallasPride.org.

• SPECTRUM The Dallas Pride Tea Dance
at Marty’s Live, presented by Dallas Purple
Party with DJ Roland Belmares. 5-11 p.m.
$5 at the door benefits local HIV/AIDS serv-
ice organizations. For details visit DallasPur-
pleParty.com.

Remembering with Pride

daVId TaFFeT  | Senior Staff Writer
Taffet@dallasvoice.com

Current and former Alan Ross Texas Free-
dom Parade grand marshals are the speakers
for Outrageous Oral 17, set for Thursday, Sept.
17 in the Rose Room at S4.

Outrageous Oral is the oral history project of
The Dallas Way organization created to pre-
serve the history of DFW’s LGBT community.
Each speaker’s story is recorded and made
available on YouTube. The videos are also pre-
served at University of North Texas as part of
its North Texas LGBT digital archive.

Dreanna Belden, assistant dean for external
relations at UNT Libraries, said YouTube is a
great way for The Dallas Way to get its stories
out to the general public today, but YouTube is
a commercial enterprise, not a preservationist
effort.

“The Dallas Way has done an outstanding job
of engaging with the community to record and
capture these important stories,” Belden said.
“At UNT Libraries, we look forward to preserv-
ing the digital copies so they’ll be around 100
years from now for research and learning.”

Outrageous Oral 17 is a Pride week event
that includes this year’s two grand marshals,
Patti Fink and Evilu Pridgeon.

Fink has served as president of Dallas Gay
and Lesbian Alliance for more than a decade
and has been a host of the LGBT radio talk
show Lambda Weekly since 2000.

Much of her work with DGLA has involved
diversity training at the Dallas police and fire
academies. She said for her presentation she

was going through stories about radio guests
and listeners and has been thinking about how
the questions from cadets have changed at the
police academy over the years. She said she
hopes to put some of those stories together for
her Outrageous Oral presentation.

“I’m looking forward to looking back to-
gether,” she said.

Pridgeon is president of The Dallas Way and
is passionate about preserving the community’s
history. 

She’s known in the community for having
created an outpatient addiction treatment pro-
gram for the gay community and persons im-
pacted by HIV/AIDS at Oak Lawn Community
Services, an organization that closed in 2000.
OASIS, as the program was known, became the
first treatment program for the LGBT commu-
nity licensed by the state of Texas. She was also
a teacher and served on the board of Razzle
Dazzle Dallas.

Pridgeon said she was going to talk about
being a DISD teacher at the same time as Bill
Nelson and Don Baker, well-known activists
who were fighting the school board at the time.

“I’ll talk about their courage and how afraid
I was in that setting,” she said.

She said she is also pulling together some
Razzle Dazzle memories from having served
six years on the board, two as president.

In putting together her presentation, Prid-
geon said she began with one memory that
changed her forever. She remembers reading
“the article” in 1981 — the first New York Times
story about AIDS.

“Seeing that article changed the course of my
life,” she said. “I learned I needed to step up.”

Two former grand marshals will also present
at Outrageous Oral 17 — Sue Ellen’s manager
Kathy Jack and former Dallas City Councilman
Chris Luna.

Kathy Jack served as grand marshal in 1989
with Bill Nelson. For 20 of her 30 years working

in the Dallas bar business, she’s been with
Caven. After a couple of years in her own busi-
ness and then with BJ’s NXS, Jack is back with
Caven, managing Sue Ellen’s, a bar she opened
in 1989.

Jack was the first female president of the Dal-
las Tavern Guild and worked as a parade or-
ganizer for many years.

Former District 2 City Councilman Chris
Luna was a 1992 grand marshal. First elected in
1991, Luna didn’t run in his first election as an
openly gay candidate. Bill Nelson had run for
council as an openly gay candidate just a few
years earlier and came in third, so that wasn’t
seen as a successful strategy.

Luna wasn’t the city’s first gay elected offi-
cial, either. In the late ’80s, during his last term
in office, Councilman Craig Holcomb came out,
but he wasn’t up for re-election. So Luna met
with community leaders like John Thomas who
was executive director of Resource Center. He
said he’d never deny who he was and promised
to never work against the community. He re-
ceived their backing.

Luna kept his word and spent his first term
concentrating on providing excellent con-
stituent services. When he ran for re-election
two years later, his sexual orientation wasn’t an
issue, paving the way for Craig McDaniel to
win his first election as an out candidate in Dis-
trict 14.

After leaving office, Luna continued to serve
the community on a number of boards. In 2009,
he was appointed by Dallas County commis-
sioners to sit on the Parkland Hospital board
where he helped improve AIDS healthcare and
shored up LGBT nondiscrimination protec-
tions.

Dallas Tavern Guild Executive Director Michael
Doughman will emcee. Outrageous Oral events
are free and open to the public.                           •

Outrageous Oral 17, The Rose Room at S4, 3911
Cedar Springs Road. 7 p.m. on Sept. 17. Free.

Michael Doughman, left, dressed in his drag persona to tell his story at the May 2015 Outrageous Oral. On Sept. 17, he returns to the stage at S4 to emcee as four

current and former parade grand marshals tell their stories, including Patti Fink, middle, and Evilu Pridgeon.

Current, former parade

grand marshals set to tell

tales at Outrageous Oral

DJ Roland Belmares
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Murdered trans woman
Miss Shade honored at vigil

  About 235 people gathered in Reverchon Park
on Sept. 9 to remember Miss Shade Schuler, a
transgender woman whose decomposing body
was found in a field off Regal Row in Dallas on
July 29.

Participants in the rally lit candles and recited
the names of 19 trans women killed in the U.S. this
year, including four killed since Shade’s death. As
a remembrance, those at the rally planted seeds
to grow as a living memorial.

Police said the investigation into Schuler’s mur-
der is ongoing.

A cousin of Janette Tovar — a trans woman
murdered in Oak Cliff in 2012 by her boyfriend,
who confessed to the crime — said a plea deal has
been reached in that case.

Jonathan Stuart Kenney will serve 10 years pro-
bation for slamming Tovar’s head into concrete
on Davis Street, and continuing to assault her after
they arrived home.

Tovar died of her injuries later that day.
Another local trans murder case — the murder

of Artegus Konyale Madden, shot to death in her
home in Savannah, just east of Denton, in October
2013 — remains unsolved.

— David Taffet

seeds of remembrance

Color Our World With PRIDE!
Coming Friday, Sept 18

Pride Weekend Special Edition

Be part of our BIGGEST issue of the year!
Contact us TODAY for advertising rates.

Limited Space Available!
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The Rev. Carmarion Anderson, above, lights a candle during a vigil at Reverchon Park on Sept. 9. The vigil was held in memory of

“Miss Shade” Schuler, murdered in Dallas in July, and other victims of anti-trans violence. A cousin of trans murder victim Janette

Tovar, right, carried a sign and planted seeds that will grow as a memorial to those killed. (David Taffet/Dallas Voice)
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1117 Kings Hwy - $637,000
New Construction Tudor, 4/3.1/2 LA + Study - 2,873 SF
North Oak Cliff

OOppeenn SSuunnddaayy 22--44

4936 Victor - $600,000
Newer Construction, Southern-Style Prairie, 4/2.1/3 LA - 3,184 SF
Munger Place

OOppeenn SSuunnddaayy 22--44

944 N. Montclair - $365,000
Nicely Updated 2/2/2 LA Ranch, Golf Course Views - 1,739 SF
Kessler Park

OOppeenn SSuunnddaayy 22--44

1221 Sylvan - $339,000
Charming 3/2/2 LA Bungalow, Deep .29 Acre Lot - 1,490 SF
Kessler Highlands

806 Knott Place - $430,000
Renovated 4/3.1/2 LA Ranch, Attached Guest Suite - 3,000 SF
Kessler Park

OOppeenn SSuunnddaayy 22--44

OOppeenn SSuunnddaayy 22--44
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daVId TaFFeT  | Senior Staff Writer
Taffet@dallasvoice.com

While Rowan County, Ky., Clerk Kim Davis has
become the national symbol for resistance to
same-sex marriage, clerks in other states and two
others in Kentucky also continue to resist issuing
marriage licenses.

Davis was found in contempt of court for refus-
ing to issue any marriage licenses and preventing
her deputy clerks from issuing them either. She
spent five days in jail while her deputies began
complying with the court order.

Two other clerks in Kentucky say they are also
defying the Supreme Court ruling. But neither has
faced legal action.

Whitley County Clerk Kay Schwartz said she is
issuing licenses to opposite-sex couples, but not to
same-sex couples. And she is doing that with no
legal repercussions. But only because no same-sex
couples have applied for licenses in her office.

Whitley County is a small county on the Ten-
nessee border with a population of about 35,000.

Casey County Clerk Casey Davis — no relation
to Kim — has stopped issuing all marriage li-
censes. Casey County is even smaller than Rowan
or Whitley County, with a population of about
16,000. Unlike Kim Davis, Casey Davis was get-
ting no attention for his refusal to comply with the
Supreme Court marriage equality ruling, so he
began a bike ride across the state to support Kim
Davis.

His ride got him more attention than his refusal
to issue, but still didn’t get him sued. That’s be-
cause no one has asked him to issue a marriage li-
cense either. 

So while Schwartz and Casey Davis continue to
not issue licenses, mostly because no one has
asked for one, should they actually refuse service
to a same-sex couple, they could find themselves
facing lawsuits and contempt of court charges, just
like Kim Davis.

Schwartz hasn’t commented to the press, but
Casey Davis said a lawsuit wouldn’t change his
mind.

Texas

In Texas, the number of county clerks publicly
refusing to issue licenses has dwindled to one, ac-
cording to former state Rep. Glen Maxey, who has
been keeping count.

“Only one clerk is still saying she will not issue
a license, in the mode of Kim Davis,” Maxey said.

That clerk is Molly Criner from Irion County,
west of San Angelo.

Other clerks followed the lead of Hood County
Clerk Katie Lang, who relented after a same-sex
couple filed suit against her. But Lang is still on
the hook for $44,000 in attorney’s fees in connec-
tion with that suit.

Maxey said less than a dozen Texas clerks were

resisting issuing licenses after the Supreme Court
ruled for marriage equality, and those few were
mostly in counties that issue only a few marriage
licenses a year to any couple anyway.

All of them, with the exception of Criner, even-
tually said they would issue the licenses if some-
one applied. 

Maxey said yard signs have popped up in Irion
County that read, “Thank you Molly for standing
with God.” Meanwhile, Maxey said, he hasn’t
heard from any same-sex couples who’ve trav-
eled to the county and were denied a license.

Judge Orlando Garcia decided the Texas mar-
riage equality case and has heard complaints of
noncompliance with the Supreme Court’s deci-
sion since the Obergefell decision. In an August
hearing, he specifically asked if any county clerks
in Texas were denying licenses and was ready to
issue an order to bring those clerks into compli-
ance.

Alabama

One other state has resisted the Supreme
Court’s decision.

At least nine counties in Alabama have stopped
issuing any marriage licenses. And again, no fed-
eral lawsuits have been filed. 

But the law in Alabama differs from Kentucky
law.

In Kentucky, the law says county clerks must
issue marriage licenses. Alabama law gives pro-
bate judges the task of issuing marriage licenses,
but says those probate judges may issue them.
Judges in nine counties have said same-sex cou-
ples can go to other counties to get their licenses.

Should a probate judge be sued in federal court,
a U.S. district judge may order that judge to begin
issuing licenses. 

In 1959, a school district in Virginia closed all of
its public schools rather than integrate and issued
vouchers for private schools. No private schools
in that county accepted black children. 

That tactic was thrown out by the U.S.
Supreme Court, which ruled that even though
parents could send their children to private
school or public schools in other counties, the ac-
tion violated the Equal Protection Clause of the
14th Amendment.

Alabama’s protest of same-sex marriage has
been going on longer than in Texas or Kentucky. 

Alabama became the 37th state to legalize
same-sex marriage in February 2015 when U.S.
District Judge Callie Granade declared Alabama’s
marriage law unconstitutional and the U.S.
Supreme Court refused to stay the decision by a
7-2 decision.

Marriage equality in the state was interrupted
when Alabama Supreme Court Chief Justice Roy
Moore halted probate judges from issuing li-
censes, citing state law — the law Granade over-
turned.

Probate judges in 47 of the state’s 67 counties
stopped issuing licenses.

In June, the Alabama Senate passed a law elim-
inating marriage altogether in the state. That bill
never made it to the governor’s desk. 

Instead, most county probate judges have com-
plied with the U.S. Supreme Court, including
those in the state’s major cities, while nine remain
holdouts.

Those nine holdouts will continue to refuse to
issue marriage licenses until couples affected de-
cide to sue in federal court.                                     •

Counting
the clerks
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20 Tarrant County groups celebrate 
equality and promote safe sex at event

safely jammin’
on Jennings

James Russell  | Staff Writer
Russell@dallasvoice.com

Only outside of an LGBT club could leather
daddies announce their man of the year, drag
queens compete for the title of Condom Queen
of the Parking Lot and HIV/AIDS awareness
advocates all come together to benefit a good
cause — for free.

Expect all that and more at the Jennings Street
Jam in Fort Worth on Saturday, Sept. 12, at Fort
Worth’s Club Reflection. The event brings to-
gether 20 Tarrant County area organizations for
live music, food and free HIV testing.

Organizers, including DeeJay Johannessen of
Health Education and Learning Project, promise
it’ll bring the LGBT community together. But it
won’t be all kumbayah; there’ll be a little com-
petition, too. Each sponsor is backing a drag
queen for the evening’s top prize: the Condom
Queen of the Parking Lot. 

Among those groups is QCinema, Fort
Worth’s annual LGBT film festival. Festival di-
rector Kathryn Omarkhail said her group is
backing Freda Monet.

“Our very own trash queen,” she said.
Friendly competition aside, Omarkhail

is also excited for the opportunity to pro-
mote HIV prevention and sell festival
tickets.

“We are excited to host the ‘prevention
pong’ tables as well as
share information about
and sell passes and raffle
tickets for our upcoming
festival,” she said

Another sponsor, Cow-
town Leathermen, will be bestowing some
honors of their own. In fact, they’re kicking
off the event with a special announcement:
Following a few years of dormancy for the
title, the Cowtown Leathermen will an-
nounce Mr. Cowtown Leatherman 2016.

Group president Ron Denning said he
is excited to bring back the crowning cer-
emony.

After longtime Fort Worth gay bar
Club Stampede burned down in 2009,
Denning said, his group canceled the
annual event. But with Cowtown
Leathermen’s 32nd anniversary on the
horizon and Fort Worth’s Jennings
Street transforming as well, the time
is just right to bring back the annual
honoring of a leather aficionado.
Club Reflection, with its large dance
floor and performance space, is the
perfect venue, he added.

Admittedly, Denning said, they planned the
event ahead of time. But they couldn’t pass on
the opportunity to work with 19 other organiza-
tions, especially if it’s an event happening at the
same time.

Just as QCinema has their “prevention pong
tables,” the Leathermen have their mock jail cell
to raise funds for outreach programs benefitting
those living with and affected by HIV/AIDS.

If you’ve ever wanted to get back at a friend
and if you have some spare cash, you can send
them to jail. They can only get out if someone is
willing to pay a higher price for their release.

“But you can’t post bail,” Denning said with
a laugh.

Not even if you’re the 2015 Condom Queen of
the Parking Lot.                                                     •

Check out the adult carnival games and the crown-
ing of the 2015 Condom Queen at the Jennings Street
Jam from 6 p.m.-midnight in the parking lot of Club
Reflection, 604 S. Jennings Ave., Fort Worth. 
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Let me tell you about a woman I met. Let’s
call her Trina. On the surface, we have some
similarities.

A woman of color and a bottle blonde, Trina
grew up feeling like she never fit in. Shuffled
between family members, she left home early
in an effort to be herself, and ended up home-
less at one point. 

Like my husband, Trina is transgender. Un-
like my husband, who grew up in a white mid-
dle-class family and has a master’s degree,
Trina doesn’t have insurance (yes, even in this

age of Obamacare),
worries about af-
fording her hor-
mones, and has had
to do a lot of things
to be the person she
is.

That includes
turning the odd
trick or two.

Trina has HIV.
When she tested
positive last year, it

wasn’t a surprise to her or to the other women
in her trans support group, which meets at her
local LGBT center each Wednesday night. It’s
one of the few places Trina feels at home, ac-
cepted, able to be honest. And many of the
other women are also HIV-positive.

Transgender women are 49 times more likely
to have HIV than the general population. We
first heard this number when The Foundation
for AIDS Research (amfAR) released a report in
2014, “Trans Populations and HIV: Time to End
the Neglect.”

This summer, the World Health Organization
did a new meta-analysis of data from 15 differ-
ent countries, which again showed that trans-
gender women were nearly 49 times more
likely to have HIV than the general population.

Both studies argue that trans women are the
most at-risk population around the globe. The
numbers are even worse for those who are
women of color: 56 percent of black trans
women have HIV. That’s more than half. 

According to the Centers for Disease Control
and Prevention, transgender women involved
in sex work have HIV rates that are almost
twice that of trans women not engaged in com-
mercial sex work. They’re also six times more
likely to be living with HIV than other female
sex workers.

Perhaps you’re ready to turn the proverbial
page because you think women who do sex
work deserve it.

They don’t. 
My friend Trina gave blow jobs to help afford

the hormones she needs every two weeks to
continue living as a woman. Going off hor-
mones would create serious medical issues. The
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Focus on HIV+ trans women now
Trans women 

49 times more 

likely to have HIV;

here’s why you

should care
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waiting list to get into her local clinic was two
months.

She’s had bad experiences with doctors who
refused to treat her because she’s transgender.
She’s not alone: The Task Force’s 2011 study,
“Injustice at Every Turn,” reports that approxi-
mately one in five trans people in the United
States has been denied medical care as a result
of their gender identity.

Trina has also shared injection needles — not
for drugs, but at a pumping party, where trans
women get low-cost fillers to create a more fem-
inine look in their faces, breasts and hips. 

As a once-homeless trans teen — more than
40 percent of homeless teens are LGBT, accord-
ing to a 2011 Williams Institute study — Trina
has had to do plenty of things that put her at
risk for HIV.

But that’s not how she got HIV.
Like the majority of HIV-positive people

today, Trina became HIV-positive during a re-
lationship that she believed was monogamous.
The man she loved was not monogamous —
and he was not aware that he had HIV.  

Today Trina is on antiretrovirals and sees a
doctor at a clinic who knows how to treat trans
people living with HIV. Those are few and far
between. 

It’s time for all of us to wake up to this issue.
As we revive the conversation around gay and
bi men and HIV, it’s time to end this epidemic
for trans people too. (Note: Many of my sug-
gestions originally appeared in “Injustice at
Every Turn.”)

This is what it takes:
• LGBT activists needs to care about the

alarmingly high rate of HIV among trans
women and push our organizations, political
leaders and the pharmaceutical industry to do
so as well. Silence can still equal death for trans
people who can’t access medical care. It’s time
to remind everyone of this.

• The research/medical community and
pharmaceutical industry needs to stop misgen-
der-ing trans women in research studies.
Lumping trans women into studies about “men
who have sex with men” does not give you true
statistics on trans women’s needs and risks,

making it difficult for concerned clinicians to
properly treat trans women with HIV. We need
them to ensure that trans people are properly
categorized in future research. 

• We need to push researchers to understand
that gay and bi transgender men may be at
equally high risk. Since there have been no
studies, nobody knows.

• Medical schools and medical organizations
need to start training their people to treat trans-
gender patients properly and mandating that
people do so. Refusing care to people because
of their gender identity is a travesty.

• We need to elevate trans people into lead-
ership areas in HIV organizations, including
their voices when we talk about HIV.

• We need LGBT organizations to take up the
mantle in talking about trans people and HIV,
and we need trans organizations to tackle HIV.
One such organization is doing just that: The
Transgender Law Center has created Positively
Trans, a project led by a group of poz trans peo-
ple who have launched the first-of-its-kind
study seeking to determine the obstacles to care
faced by trans people living with HIV.

In order for all of us — poz or not, trans or
not, queer or not — to do right by trans wom-
en, we have to do more than tune into I Am Cait
once a week. We have to tear down and rebuild
the systems that are here to care for trans and
gender non-conforming people in a way that
really works.

We have to remove the stigma of being trans,
of being positive, of seeking to take an HIV pre-
vention treatment.

That’s only one step, and there are many
needed, but just that, understanding and truly
caring about trans people, can take us quite a
way. •

Diane Anderson-Minshall is editor in chief of
Plus magazine and editor at large for The Advo-
cate magazine. You can find her online at HIVPlus-
Mag.com and Advocate.com. This column is a
project of Plus, Positively Aware, POZ,
TheBody.com and Q Syndicate, the LGBT wire serv-
ice. Visit their websites — HIVPlusmag.com, Posi-
tivelyaware.com, Poz.com and TheBody.com – for
the latest updates on HIV/AIDS. 



18 dallasvoice.com • 09.11.15

100
percent
pure

Crystal
Dance diva Crystal Waters returns with a
new CD to launch Dallas Pride Weekend

sCOtt HUffMAN  | Contributing Writer
scott_in_dallas@yahoo.com

life+style 
concerts
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t D
  ance diva Crystal Waters is no stranger to
the club circuit. With crowd-pleasing sin-
gles like “Gypsy Woman (She’s Home-

less)” and “100 Percent Pure Love,” the
Washington, D.C.-based singer/songwriter has
established herself as a perennial gay favorite. If
it weren’t for a chance visit with a psychic, how-
ever, Waters — who found employment with a
parole board after attending Howard University
— might still be working a routine desk job.

“They hand you this sheet that tells you what
you will make over the next 12 years by grade,”
Waters says of her former employer. “I thought,
‘I’m never going to make any money.’ [My
mother] told me to go to this psychic who said I
wasn’t doing something with my voice. I didn’t
know what she was talking about. I thought she
wanted me to be a speaker or something.”

Soon afterwards, Waters learned through a
friend of an opportunity to sing backup. They
auditioned and they got the job. The moment
was an epiphany for Waters as she connected the
gig to the psychic’s advice.

“It was like a light bulb went
off,” Waters says. “I made, like,
$600 for singing two songs. I
thought, ‘This is where I need to
be.’”

In hindsight, it is surprising that Waters —
who will appear with Dave Audé on Sept. 18 at
It’ll Do Club — did not find her calling sooner.
Her father is celebrated jazz musician Junior Wa-
ters, and she’s also related to famed vocalist
Ethel Waters. It seems natural that musical talent
would be a part of her genetic code. 

“I’ve tried to go and do other things, but I al-
ways come back to the music,” she says. “I have
to write that song. You get the lyrics in your
head and you get a melody. It’s just like it’s really
in my DNA. It’s just there. I guess it’s what I was
born to do.”

Waters’ first hit was 1991’s “Gypsy Woman
(She’s Homeless),” inspired by an actual home-
less woman she encountered who changed her
political viewpoint. Today Waters jokes that the
song — one she endearingly calls “Miss Gypsy”
— has taken on a life of its own. Yet Waters has
not forgotten the first time she heard the song
played on the radio as she walked to work one
morning.

“I had my Walkman and my headphones on,”
Waters says. “I heard the DJ say, ‘Crystal Waters.’
I took the headphones off like someone had
called me. I put them back on, and it was
‘Gypsy’ [on the radio]. I was in the middle of the

street. I was so happy I couldn’t believe it. I felt
like I was in a dream.”

From the start, Waters found strong support
from the LGBT community. Indeed, she says she
owes her gay fans a debt of gratitude.

“They were there in the beginning,” Waters
says. “Even when the songs weren’t going main-
stream anymore, they kept me alive in the gay
community all these years.”

Despite her recording successes, Waters con-
siders herself just an entertainer trying to please
her audience.

“It’s all about making the crowd happy,” Wa-
ters says. “You are there to make these people
happy, not there to feel good about yourself. I
talk to my dancers about that a lot. They are
busy worrying about steps. It’s not about the
steps, it’s about being on the stage. That’s the fun
that I have.”

Waters admits that living in the spotlight was
not always easy. She managed to balance her life
by heeding sage advice from Ed Eckstine, former

president of Mercury Records.
“He said there has to be two

Crystal Waters,” she recalls.
“There has to be the Crystal Wa-
ters that is for the audience, and
there has to be the one at home so

you can turn it all off and have Crystal to your-
self. When I came home I just had to be
mommy.”

Today Waters is as busy as ever, dividing her
time between the studio and road. She recently
released “Synergy,” a new single recorded with
producers and DJs Sted-E and Hybrid Heights.
She is also venturing into new territory as an en-
trepreneur. Waters is in the final stages of achiev-
ing her longtime dream of launching a cosmetics
line — one aimed not at women, but at gay men.

“I’ve been working all summer,” Waters says.
“I’m doing an anti-aging line geared toward gay
men. That’s my audience. I’ve been working
with a marketing consultant. I started out for
women, but the market is really crowded. I said,
‘These are my people.’ It should be launched by
the end of the year.”

If she hadn’t found her calling as a recording
artist, Waters is not exactly sure what she would
have done instead. She does, though, have a
strong idea of what she wouldn’t want to do.

“I know I would have been trying to reach for
something,” Waters says. “I tell my children and
friends that you are never going to be rich until
you are working for yourself. I would never be
happy working for someone else.”                      •

DAVe AUDÉ AND 
CRystAl WAteRs liVe

It’ll Do Club, 4322 Elm St. Sept.
18. 9 p.m. $15. Eventbrite.com..

CRYSTAL’S CLARITY  |  The dance diva divides her time between recording, touring (including a stop in

Dallas during Pride Week) and lately designing a makeup line ... for gay men.
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O
n Aug. 8, members of the Dallas Elite ar-
rived at a stadium at Southwest College
in Los Angeles, Calif., with one goal in

mind: To win a championship.
Part of the 48-member National Women’s

Football Alliance, the Elite is Dallas’ professional
women’s football team — and not “football” as
in what-the-rest-of-the-world-calls-soccer; foot-
ball as in full-teams, full-pads, full-tackle. They
don’t mess around.

The tight-knit squad has only been together
since 2014, but they’ve made a mark quickly,
crushing a number of opponents during the
league’s eight-game 2015 season, going unde-
feated and earning the spot in what is essentially
the Super Bowl of women’s football.

But they fell just short.
The D.C. Divas topped the Elite, with a heart-

breaking score of 30-26.
Still, the defeat didn’t diminish the team’s

dedication. After all, this is a team committed
enough to open their wallets just to get on the
field. Each player pays fees of $850 to play,
which go toward uniforms and equipment; the
squad started a GoFundMe.com campaign to
pay for their trip to the championship. They

practice well after dusk, occasionally popping
their fingers back into place after an awkward
tackle.

The players’ love of football, says team owner,
head coach and running back Odessa Jenkins,
comes from a place bigger than the gridiron.

“It’s a microcosm of life,” she says. “You can
be aggressive, and there’s still the strategy of it
all. It’s gladiator-like: I put my starters against
your starters, your strength against my
strength.” 

The team has culled members from three
other North Texas women’s teams: the Arlington
Impact, Lone Star Mustangs and the Dallas Dia-
monds. (The Diamonds are the former team of
Dr. Jennifer Welter, who recently was hired by
the Arizona Cardinals as a coaching intern, mak-
ing her the first female NFL coach in history.)
The Mustangs and the Diamonds are now dis-
banded.

“There hasn’t been a powerhouse in Dallas in
a long time,” notes Jenkins. The Elite, however,
have already established themselves as force to
be reckoned with. The team regularly crushes
lesser teams by huge margins (as in, 64-0).

According to Jenkins, the Elite pull about 400
spectators into Alfred J. Rose stadium for games
during the regular season, which lasts from
April to June. The playoffs run from mid-June to

GRIT ON THE GRIDIRON  |  A heartbreaking defeat in the championship game hasn’t diminished the

team’s enthusiasm, which is holding tryouts this weekend for new members. (Photos courtesy Dallas Elite)

Women
with balls

JONANNA WiDNeR  | Contributing Writer
jonanna.widner@gmail.com

Laser Hair Removal Specials!
Men’s Bikini or Men’s Buttocks $199

Buy two areas and get a 3rd area for FREE!
Areas consist of 6 treatments | Offer expires 09-25-2015.

Not to be combined with other specials or promotions.

William A. Moore, Owner

Call today: 214-521-5277
2928 Oak Lawn Avenue

www.advancedskinfitness.com
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Dallas’ lesbian-owned and -managed

women’s football team had a Cinderella

season in 2015 ... well, almost

early August.
During that time, there are also day jobs, prac-

tices, fundraising. It’s a hard grind. But Jenkins
says it’s a joyful one.

“There’s a feeling that you just can’t explain,”
she says. “It’s just being completely transparent.
It teaches you so much about life.”

Next season, Jenkins hopes to secure enough

sponsorships that the players don’t have to shell
money out of their own pockets. And she has an-
other goal.

“I won’t be satisfied with anything less than a
championship in 2016,” she says. •

The Dallas Elite will be holding open tryouts on
Sept. 13. To learn more about the tryouts, or the team
generally, visit DallasEliteFootball.com.

life+style 
sports
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C
ards on the table: When most theaterfolk
I know heard that the Dallas Theater
Center was launching its 2015–16 season

with a world premiere musical based on the
long-cancelled variety show Hee Haw, the collec-
tive response was a gasped “WTF?!” Who
would be the market for post-Vaudeville corn-
pone jokefest of buck-toothed, banjo-playing
hillbillies ogling brainless girls in Daisy Dukes?

But then details began to emerge about the
creative team, including out country music stars
Shane McAnally and Brandy Clark, and
scriptwriter Robert Horn. Was it possible that
Moonshine: That Hee Haw Musical could be saved

by a sensibility that is both savvy about contem-
porary country music and a facility with camp?

“It’s my favorite project I’ve ever worked on,”
says Horn, a quick-witted writer with experi-
ence both on Broadway and television (Design-
ing Women, Living Single). “I knew what I didn’t
want to do — a variety sit-down show from
Branson, Mo. I loved this franchise, but it was
somewhat dated. I wanted to do an homage to
an iconic brand, so I thought, ‘How can I rede-
fine it and make it contemporary?’”

The first thing Horn did was throw away a lot
of the tropes of the TV show — no groan-worthy
one-liners popping up in a cornfield or braying

Country-
fried

stakes

TEAM DYNAMICS  |  Shane McAnally and Brandy Clark, back, teamed with director Gary Griffin and book

writer Bob Horn, front, to bring a contemporary sensibility — and possibly a gay aesthetic — to the adven-

turous new musical ‘Moonshine.’ (Photo by Sergio Garcia)

Dallas Theater Center is betting that the gay creative team of its new musical

ARNOlD WAyNe JONes  | Executive Editor
jones@dallasvoice.com



donkeys. He needed less Minnie Pearl, more Ru-
Paul.

“There was very political humor on Hee Haw,
but it was subversive. We actually face those
things head-on from the very
first song that is hit-you-in-the-
face funny. It lives in this world
of spitting up a lung laughing
and the next there are tears in
your eyes.”

Horn relied on McAnally and
Clark to bring the pathos and the comedy to the
music, and the team impressed him from the
get-go.

“Brandy has become like my sister in this
process. If nothing else happens [with this
show], I’m still grateful for that,” he says. “[As

an out woman] in country music, she shouldn’t
be as successful as she is, which is a testament to
her talent. When she teams up with Shane, who
has a very contemporary-country style [it’s mag-

ical]. They grasped that concept
of storytelling music very quickly
and really took to the medium
shockingly fast.”

Kevin Cahoon, an out cast
member in the show, was equally
impressed by the music. 

“Brandy and Shane are brilliant songwriters,
which is evident, but the songs are filled with
such humor,” he says. “If our director says, ‘I
think we need a song that does XYZ,’ they will

09.11.15 • dallasvoice 23
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Country-
fried

stakes

TEAM DYNAMICS  |  Shane McAnally and Brandy Clark, back, teamed with director Gary Griffin and book

writer Bob Horn, front, to bring a contemporary sensibility — and possibly a gay aesthetic — to the adven-

turous new musical ‘Moonshine.’ (Photo by Sergio Garcia)

Dallas Theater Center is betting that the gay creative team of its new musical will revive kitchy variety show ‘Hee Haw’ with doses of camp and sincerity

• MOONSHINE Next Page 

MOONsHiNe
Wyly Theatre, 2400 Flora St.
Through Oct. 11 (in previews

through Sept. 17). 
DallasTheaterCenter.org.



go off into a room and come back an hour later
with a brilliant song. Their songs move the plot
along, as they should in musicals. They are very
astute.”

Cahoon, for his part, always felt the show had
promise. As a proud native Texan, he felt a
strong connection to the material. As soon as he
heard word that Hee Haw was being made into a
musical, he sought it out.

“It really does feel like a homecoming. I grew
up in a rodeo family in Houston — my dad was

a calf roper and I spent my youth as a rodeo
clown,” he says. “Anything to do with the west-
ern sensibility has been ingrained in me since a
small child. I grew up watching the TV show
and had a nostalgic affection for it — it takes you
back to your childhood. I thought there’s proba-
bly a place for me. When I heard Robert Horn
wrote the show I thought this was another sign
that the universe brought this show to me in the
most amazing way.”

The show, narrated by two mountain men, is
“about a young girl from a small town who goes
out to the big world and brings back a boy. But
he’s up to no good with mischief on his mind.

Cahoon plays Jr. Jr., the brother of the show’s
hero, Bucky Jr. 

“Jr. Jr. is a sweet, simple guy who you would
never expect to be intelligent, but he’s sort of an
important piece of the puzzle,” Cahoon says. 

Don’t confuse his character, though, with the
similarly named Junior Samples from the TV
show — the characters here are ancestors of their
TV brethren, not reproductions. Horn was intent
that he make a funny show, but also one with
sincere emotional resonance.

“The biggest surprise for me has been the
heart,” Cahoon says of the script. “You think of a
TV variety show with roots in burlesque but
Brandy and Shane and Bob have a show that
leads with its heart. You go in expecting one
thing and you’re touched and moved.”

Moonshine has an unusually long preview pe-
riod for Dallas shows (more than two weeks),
which suggests the attention and seriousness
that the Dallas Theater Center is taking with it.
Clearly, DTC hopes the show has legs beyond its
run at the Wyly. So what’s the next step for these
folks?

“First of all, I’m praying we get through this
step,” Horn laughs. “There really is no direct
path — every show is different. Assuming we do
well here, we’ll wait for a theater to become
available in New York, go there, regroup …
using what we learn in Dallas as a litmus test.
We’ll keep what works, lose what didn’t work,
and start over. It’s a never-ending process.” •

l+s   stage

• MOONSHINE, From Previous Page

JR. CHARACTER  |  Kevin Cahoon plays Jr. Jr.,

brother to the hero of ‘That Hee Haw Musical.’ 
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Second annual gay play
fest return to Oak Cliff

For the second year, TeCo Theatricals

welcomes Dallas Gay Pride with a

festival of new short plays by local

artists. The slate of five shows, which

runs until Sept. 20, all deal with gay

themes and the one that audience

members vote as the best of the lot will

win $500 for a favorite charity. Attend a

show to experience (and support) new

theater while giving money to charity!

DEETS: Bishop Arts Theatre, 215 S.

Tyler St. Through Sept. 20.

TeCoTheater.org.

RV trade show can show you the joys of ‘glamping’ 

There are all kind of butch gays who love roughing it in the woods and living off

the land and pitching tents. (We call them “lesbians.”) Then there are the gays

who like nature just as much ... only air conditioning and mimosas would be

good, too. Those glamor-campers — glampers — should have a field day at

the RV Supershow next weekend, which offers up dozens of options to make

your excursion into the woods less Friday the 13th and more “Ritz-Carlton on

Wheels.”

DEETS: Dallas Market Hall, 2200 N. Stemmons Freeway. 10 a.m.–6 p.m. (8

p.m. Friday and Saturday.) $8–$13. SouthwestRVSupershow.com.

thursday 09.17 — saturday 09.20

friday 09.11 —
sunday 09.20

TITAS celebrates 50 years of Twyla Tharp with dazzling new show

Twyla Tharp has won a Tony, a Kennedy Center Honors and the affection and acclaim of three

generations of dance fans. After 50 years, though, she’s not slowing down — she’s just getting

started. Her 50th anniversary world tour kicks off next week in Dallas at the Winspear with two

nights of premieres that promise to be among the most vibrant dance events of the year. 

DEETS: Winspear Opera House, 2401 Flora St. Sept. 18–19. ATTPAC.org.

friday 09.18 —saturday 09.19

life+style

best bets



calendar highlights

ARtsWeeK
THEATER

Hedwig and the Angry Inch. Uptown Players presents

this rock musical, about a transgender punk singer

dealing with loss. Final weekend. Kalita Humphreys

Theater, 3636 Turtle Creek Blvd. UptownPlayers.org.

PlayPride LGBT Festival. Second annual gay short

play fest with $500 going to the winning play’s chosen

charity. Bishop Arts Theatre, 215 S. Tyler St. Sept. 10–

20. TeCoTheater.org.

Moonshine: That Hee Haw Musical. World premiere

musical from award-winning team of writer/composers,

based on the variety show but camped up. Stars

American Idol’s Justin Guarini. Wyly Theatre, 2400 Flora

St. Through Oct. 11 (in previews through Sept. 17).

DallasTheaterCenter.org. 

The Dumb Waiter. Kitchen Dog Theater moves into its

(temporary) new digs in the Design District for one

season with this opener, one of Nobel Prize winner

Harold Pinter’s celebrated “comedies of menace.” The

Green Zone, 161 Riveredge. Sept. 11–Oct. 10.

KitchenDogTheater.org.

Into the Woods. Lyric Stage presents this beloved

Sondheim musical (recently turned into a feature film)

that takes a cockeyed look at fairy tales. Reviewed this

week; final weekend. Irving Arts Center, 2222 MacArthur

Blvd. LyricStage.org.

Catholic School Girls. Susan Sargeant directs this

nostalgic look at girls’ schools in the 1960s. Greenville

Center for the Arts, 5601 Sears St. Through Sept. 27. 

ContemporaryTheatreOfDallas.com.

Mr. Burns, a Post-Electric Play. Regional premiere of

the dark comedy about a post-apocalyptic world where

The Simpsons has become a cultural touchstone. Final

weekend. Stage West, 821 W. Vickery Blvd., Fort Worth.

StageWest.org.

Bride of Frankenstein: The Musical. An original

popcorn-tosser spoof at Pocket Sandwich Theatre, 5400

E. Mockingbird Lane, ste. 119. Through Sept. 26. 

How the Other Half Loves. Theatre Britain presents

Alan Ayckbourn’s comedy. Cox Building Playhouse,

1517 H Ave., Plano. Sept. 11–Oct. 4. Theatre-

Britain.com.

Lovers and Executioners. A cross-dressing comic

battle of the sexes. Circle Theatre, 230 W. 4th St., Fort

Worth. Through Sept. 19. CircleTheatre.com.

BALLET

Dracula. Ben Stevenson stages this exotic ballet, set to

the music of Franz Liszt, performed by the Dallas

Symphony. Winspear Opera House, 2403 Flora St.

Sept. 11–13. TexasBalletTheater.org. 

FINE ART

N.S. Harsha: Sprouts, reach in to reach out. A site-

specific mural, the first in Dallas for the Indian artist,

transforms the main corridor of the DMA. Dallas

Museum of Art, 1717 Harwood St. Through Feb. 21,

2016. DMA.org.

Modern Opulence in Vienna: The Wittgenstein

Vitrine. The DMA’s conservationists restore this

century-old display case of silver, lapis and glass — an

amazing example of Viennese craftsmanship. Dallas

Museum of Art, 1717 Harwood St. Through Oct. 18.

Free. DMA.org.

fRiDAy 09.11
COMMUNITY

Panoptikon. The weekly retro disco dance party,

presented by Lord Byron. Red Light, 2911 Main St.

Doors 9 p.m.

High Tech Happy Hour. Includes live music from the

Turtle Creek Chorale. Sambuca, 2120 McKinney Ave.

5:30–7:30 p.m.

FINE ART

Best Books Ever Written: Texas. Artist/collagist Stuart

Sheldon premieres the capstone of his new series of

collages, including works in celebration of Texas authors

and marriage equality. ilume Gallerie, 4123 Cedar

Springs Road. Sept. 12–Oct. 17. Artist’s reception Sept.

12, 7–10 p.m. ilumeGallerie.com.

DIGS

Texas Home and Garden Show. Dallas Market Hall,
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Kitchen Dog Theater moves from Uptown to its temporary space in the Design District’s Green Zone for its

season opener, Harold Pinter’s unnerving dark comedy ‘The Dumb Waiter.’
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ReVieW: ‘into the Woods’
It’s surprising to realize Stephen Sondheim’s kitschy-

smart fairy tale musical Into the Woods is nearly 30

years old now. It’s a charming show with Sondheim’s

most hummable score and a winking script. No doubt

about it: It’s a good show. Yet solid as it may be, the

current production from Lyric Stage falls flat.

The cast is filled with reliable and ingratiating

actors, including Christopher Deaton and An-

thony Fortino, pictured, as the shallow-arrogant

princes, Andy Baldwin as the Baker and

Catherine Cox as the Witch. But director Harry

Parker hasn’t stumbled upon the right pacing

(it’s over three hours!) or whimsical tone. It’s

missing what every successful fairy tale

needs: An ineffable sense of magic.

— Arnold Wayne Jones

Irving Arts Center, 2222 N. MacArthur Blvd.

Through Sunday. LyricStage.org.

2200 N. Stemmons Freeway. Sept. 11–13. 

TexasHomeandGarden.com.

sAtURDAy 09.12
EVENT

WaterTower Theatre’s Second Annual Community

Cast Party. Entertainment, music and comedy from

local theater professionals for this fundraiser for

WaterTower Theatre. Addison Theatre Centre, 15650

Addison Road. 7 p.m.–midnight. $50 ($35 for those 35

years old or under). WaterTowerTheatre.org.

World AIDS Day Launch Party. Cocktail party hosted

by Jay Forte to raise awareness of World AIDS Day in

December. 4568 Southgate Drive, Plano. 7–10 p.m. 

sUNDAy 09.13
SPORTS

Dallas Elite Women’s Football tryouts. The North

Texas women’s athletic team (see story on Page 20)

holds open tryouts for its next season. Wear cleats.

Josey Ranch Athletic Complex, 1440 Keller Springs

Road, Carrollton. 11 a.m. DallasEliteFootball.com.

DINING

Touchdown Tailgate. Chefs including Anastacia

Quinones, Danyele McPherson, Jacob Williamson,

Nathan Tate and Patton Robertson prepare gourmet

versions of traditional tailgate food. Benefits Café Mo-

mentum. Expressions Home Gallery, 1500 Dragon St.

1–3 p.m. $50.  

COMMUNITY

Sunday Matinee High Tea with DJ Kidd Madonny.

The Brick, 2525 Wycliff Ave. 4 p.m.–midnight. $10.

BrickDallas.com.

DRAG

My Oh My Show. A new drag weekly show starts at the

House of Blues, 2200 N. Lamar St. 10 p.m. $10–$18.

MyOhMyTheShow.com. 

tUesDAy 09.15
FILM

La Grand Illusion. A potent anti-war drama from Jean

Renoir. Screens as part of the Tuesday Big Movie new

Classic Series at Landmark’s Magnolia in the West

Village, 3699 McKinney Ave. Sponsored by Dallas

Voice. Screens at 7:30 p.m. and 10 p.m. 

COMMUNITY

Classic Chassis Car Club Happy Hour. Car enthusi-

asts gather for a drink. JR.’s Bar & Grill, 3923 Cedar

Springs Road. 4–7 p.m. 

WeDNesDAy 09.16
THEATER

The Mountaintop. Play about the final hours of Martin

Luther King Jr. Studio Theatre of the Wyly Theatre, 2400

Flora St. Sept. 16–Nov. 15 (in previews through Sept.

22). DallasTheaterCenter.org.

tHURsDAy 09.17
COMMUNITY

No Tie Dinner & Dessert Party Kick-Off Party. Party

kicking off the 11th annual fundraiser for AIDS Services

of Dallas. Scott+Coomer, 1617 Hi Line Drive, ste. 100.

6–8 p.m. NoTieDinner.com.

Do Something More. Dallas Summer Musicals hosts

this party to coincide with North Texas Giving Day to

raise awareness of the organization and provide enter-

tainment and a preview of the upcoming season. House

of Blues, 2200 N. Lamar St. 4–8 p.m. Free admission.

DallasSummerMusicals.org.

FESTIVAL

Addison Oktoberfest. Annual celebration of German

cooking and all-around fun kicks off. 4970 Addison Cir-

cle Drive. Sept. 17–20. AddisonOktoberfest.com

CABARET

Judy Chamberlain Jazz. The jazz vocalist’s weekly

cabaret performance in the back room of Zippers

Hideaway, 3333 N. Fitzhugh St. 9 p.m. 

TRADE SHOW

2015 Southwest RV Supershow. Attention “glampers”

— come here to find out how to make your weekend

getaway special at this festival of recreational vehicles.

Dallas Market Hall, 2200 N. Stemmons Freeway. Sept.

17–20. 10 a.m.–6 p.m. (8 p.m. Friday–Saturday.)

$8–$13. SouthwestRVSupershow.com.

BROADCAST

Project Runway. The latest season of competing

designers is underway. Lifetime at 8 p.m. 
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•browse • submit
To submit an item for inclusion
in the Community Calendar, visit
Tinyurl.com/dvsubmit.

For a more complete Commu-
nity Calendar online, visit
Tinyurl.com/dvevents.

this week’s solution

Dear Howard,
When’s the proper time to introduce my boyfriend to my family? Me and

Leslie (yes, Leslie is a man’s name!) have been dating for five months and
fully exclusive to each other now for seven weeks. We’re both 35, and both
of us were badly burned in past relationships with selfishly shallow narcis-
sists that didn’t pan out. I guess what I’m really asking here, Mr. Howard, is
whether there’s a formulaic best way to determine whether Leslie is the Mr.
Right for me long-term-down-the-road, finally … or not? — Donny

Dear Donny,
There is absolutely, indeed, a formulaically ideal way to determine

whether it’s “long-term” time to introduce any man you’ve been dating to
your parents; simply ask yourself these following three questions: 1. Am I
currently mature enough, even at 35, to never permit whatever carnal infi-
delities that both Leslie and I will certainly be engaged in (down the road
outside of our relationship at some point in the future) to trump our loving
respect for one another we mutually share now? 2. Is one of us willing to
take on the domestic responsibilities of our future household without accus-
ing the other of being ungratefully lazy and a slob; moreover, is the other
willing to take on our monetary responsibilities without accusing the other
of being a bat-shit/psycho-bitch spendthrift? 3. Of all the various and many
men on this entire planet whom I’ve ever been intimate with previous to
meeting my soulmate, Leslie, how many of these fellows’ parents (i.e.,
Leslie’s father, particularly) never would threaten, oh, a shotgun literally to
my head for merely requesting permission to marry their perfect gay son, in
this year of our Lord 2015?

Dear Howard,
This tatted silver fox picked me up old-school the other night in actually a

bar: It was awesome! He bought me tequila sunrises (my fave!) and we

talked for, literally, like an hour, just him and me upstairs on the deck out-
side. He complimented me a lot, said I had gorgeous green eyes (they’re
really brown, except I wear colored contacts) and I felt, I don’t know, special
almost. The dude was ancient, though. I didn’t ask how old, considering
that the sunrises kept coming and Mama didn’t raise her boy rude, but I bet
he was minimally 40.

Still, one flirtation fed on another; finally, he hotly winked he’d be ar-
rested for “public indecency” if he showed all his tats to me in the bar; and
sure enough, back at his place he proved his body tweaked plenty more
wicked-amazing tats—everywhere; probably my very favorite was the giant
red scorpion underneath his bellybutton!

Flash forward to next dawn’s walk-of-shame testimony to my super-perv
roommate. In spilling the whole night’s juicy 4-1-1 over cereal, suddenly, he
went, like, all Taylor Swift-white on me, shook his head and just ambled
away muttering, “F**ing idiot.” I mean, Howard, it’s not as if he hasn’t hurled
his own horny hotdog down some hallways of plenty more than a few cob-
webbed chasms himself; so, why such petrified, polar-shoulder ’tude slung
at me? — Tom

Dear Tommy Boy,
Pay very swift attention to white Howard’s 9-1-1 advice here: First, you

need to find a kinder, less “super-perv” roommate to worship; second, I
hope Mr. Old-School wore a condom upon fertilizing his fossilized hotdog
down your hallway; third, get yourself an HIV test, son. A red scorpion tat is
just one of the many code-inks for HIV status. It’s not just the biohazard
tats of yore to watch out for whenever trawling-for-sex these days; here are
some of Gayville’s 21st century-inked additions that are symbolic of HIV-
positivism: 1. A queen (or king) of spades; 2. “Plus” signs — in every possi-
ble variation of sizes and colors conceivable; 3. Red ribbons — especially
those festooned with birds such as swallows; 4. All word combinations in-
volving “infectious” and/or “waste;” 5. A black pirate flag’s skull and cross-
bones; 6. The Angel of Bethesda (Google what it looks like!); 7. Ladybugs
and/or fanged cobras/rattlesnakes of every camouflage-shaded deviancy. 

Dear Howard,
My amazing mom, sadly, is long-deceased; my homophobic, gay-intoler-

ant father now suffers severe Alzheimer’s. Recently, I was clearing out their

l+s   scoop

Ask Howard
How to do the wrong thing right

attic — to sell the hell house I grew up in — and dis-
covered some “relics” which lead me to unsurpris-
ingly believe dad may have once been a pledged
member of the KKK. What should I do? — Bentley

Dear Bent,
A fabulous invention now exists called “trash

bags.” They come in all sorts of flex-strength capac-
ity sizes and can be found in every grocery store.
Utilize them.

— Howard Lewis Russell
Do you have a question for Howard about eti-

quette, love, life or anything? Email your concern to
AskHoward@dallasvoice.com and he may answer.



   

      

Making the SCENE the week of Sept. 11–17:

• Alexandre’s: Walter Lee at 10 p.m. on Friday. Mi Diva Loca at 10 p.m. on Saturday. Chris Chism at 9 p.m. on  

Wednesday. Alicia Silex at 9 p.m. on Thursday.  

• Brick/Joe’s: Hip Hop Friday free before 11 p.m. Showtime at 11 p.m. DJ Kidd Madonny at a pre-Pride tea dance

from 5-11 p.m. A portion benefits the Purple Foundation.

• Club Reflection: Mr. Cowtown Leather Contest at 4 p.m. on Saturday. Cowtown Leathermen 32nd anniversary cel-

ebration at 4 p.m. on Sunday. Texas Gay Rodeo Association turnabout show at 7 p.m. on Sunday.

• Dallas Eagle: DFW Leather Corps club night on Friday and meeting at 2 p.m. on Saturday. Blue Party at 10 p.m. on

Saturday. United Court of the Lone Star Empire candidate announcement at 7 p.m. on Saturday. National Leather 

Association club night on Saturday. Line dance lessons at 2 p.m. on Sunday. It’s Raining Men underwear auction benefits

AIDS Services Dallas at 7 p.m. on Thursday. 

• Round-Up Saloon: Project Funway fashion competition round 2 continues at 9 p.m. on Monday. Game night series

darts, pool and Texas Hold ’em at 8 p.m. on Wednesday.  

• Sue Ellen’s: Chaz Marie Band on Friday. Ciao Bella on Saturday. Kathy and Bella at 3 p.m. and Bad Habits at 6 p.m.

on Sunday.   

• Woody’s Sports & Video Bar: N.Y. Giants at Dallas on HD big screen at 7:30 p.m. on Sunday.  •
To view more Scene photos, go to DallasVoice.com/category/photos. Scene Photographer: Kat Haygood.

life+style 

scene
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David and Carlos at Havana. 

Josh, Loch and Daniel at the Dallas Eagle.

Guys’ night out at JR.’s Bar & Grill

Matt, Landon and Josh on The Strip. 

DJ at the ilume Labor Day pool party. Laughing at Woody’s Sports & Video Bar. 



Dancer at The Brick. Looking good at the Round-Up Saloon. 

Cesar and Andi on The Strip. Todd and Chris at Barbara’s Pavilion. Gavin at Marty’s Live. 

life+style 

scene
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•• BBuuyyeerrss
•• SSeelllleerrss
•• LLeeaassiinngg
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Urban
Dallas

Realtor

Buy
Sell
Rent
Lease

ANDREW COLLINS
214.668.8287

AndrewCollins@KW.COM

URBAN REALTY
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HOMES FOR SALE!NOW IS A GREAT 
TIME TO BUY! 

3/4/5 Bedrooms.  
Home in a good neighborhood 
with LOW DOWN-PAYMENT. 

Prime Time Group, Inc.

972-272-6600
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Ready for a Florida beach...

VACATIONVACATION
Navarre Beach
(Pensacola Beach)

Sundunes Florida Beach Condo
Book your Florida beach vacation today!

This gay owned, beach front unit is available through Navarre Beach Agency
with special rates. Visit our website navarrebeachagency.com 

CCaallll 885500--993399--22002200 aanndd tteellll tthheemm LLeeoo sseenntt yyoouu..
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East Dallas
1970's Modern Ranch

5727 Marview Ln, Dallas 75227
2,258 Sq Ft • 4 bed • 2.1 Bath

2 Liv Rm • 2 Din Rm

Mark Manley
Virginia Cook Realtors

������������������
����������
	��
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TONYRTHEPAINTER@NETSCAPE.COM

THE
PPAAIINNTTEERR
SPECIALIZING IN INTERIOR PAINTING

25 YEARS EXPERIENCE
FREE ESTIMATES
EXTREMELY METICULOUS

TONYR.
972-754-1536
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214.349.MOVE

Experience Counts!
20+ YEARS SUPPORTING THE COMMUNITY

www.FantasticMoves.com

TX
DM

V 
00

52
14

40
B

VOTED BEST MOVERS 5 YEARS & COUNTING!BEST MOVERS
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469.759.9022 • info@iwantmovers.com
MENTION THIS AD FOR A 10% DISCOUNT

>> iwantMovers.com
A QUALITY MOVING EXPERIENCE AT AN AFFORDABLE PRICE!
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AIDS Healthcare Foundation 
is seeking a 

STORE MANAGER 
and a CASHIER 

to join our 
Out of the Closet 
retail thrift store at 

3920 Cedar Springs Road, Dallas.  
Apply online at 

www.aidshealth.org or in store

LOOKING 
FOR A FEW 
GOOD MEN!

Now Hiring 
BARTENDERS 

to serve up great drinks 
and good company. 

Call or come in and ask for
Bryan at Pub Pegasus 

3326 N. Fitzhugh | 214-559-4663

214-754-8710

GROW
Your Business!

DALLAS VOICE
CLASSIFIEDS

Dallas Voice Classifieds 
Can Change That.
214-754-8710

Little Fish in a

Big Pond?

��������

������		��

SOAR
ABOVE YOUR 
COMPETITION

214-754-8710 ext.110

DALLAS 
VOICE  

CLASSIFIEDS

Advertising rates starting as low as 
$27 per week
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A Relais & 
Châteaux Property

NNOOWW AACCCCEEPPTTIINNGG RREESSUUMMEESS
Concierge / Desk Agent
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• Great computer skills required
• Prior experience in the

Luxury Market
• Multi-Lingual a plus
• Professional appearance & attire
• 7am - 3pm
• May need additional agent for

evening shift

Well-trained Sous Chef
(evening hours)
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Visit OUTntx.com
to view the NEW online 

OUT North Texas
Business Directory

 
 

 
 

 

Gotta love a 
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Window-ology®

We Have Window Coverings Down To A Science
 Blinds, Shades, Shutters and More...

Chris Saunders
Serving Dallas and Fort Worth
www.windowology.com

Call or email for a free quote:

DallasVoice.com
OUTntx.com

DigitalSeltzer.com
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Actinic Keratosis
Do You Have Actinic Keratosis

(Rought Sun Spots)?
A clinical study to evaluate a topical treatment for Actinic 
Keratoses (rough sun spots) on the scalp, face and chest is 
currently being conducted. Actinic Keratoses is a common 

skin problem caused by sun exposure. People with sun 
damage skin may have Actinic Keratoses and therefore 

could be eligable for entry into this clinical study.

Eligable participants must be:

on the scalp, face and/or chest

There is no cost to participate in this clinical study 
and reasonable travel expenses will be reinbursed.

If you are interested in taking part or 
hearing more, please call Alba at: 

Dermatology Treatment and Research Center 
972-661-2729 x 228
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MARKETING

Dallas Voice Classifieds • 214-754-8710 ext 123
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Dalla Voice
Classifieds

Can Change That.
214-754-8710

��&& ����%�
�!��

�����"!�


214-754-8710

GROW
Your Business!

DALLAS VOICE
CLASSIFIEDS
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SCOTT BESEDA SCOTT BESEDA
DISCOUNT RATES WITHOUT DISCOUNT SERVICES • 214-219-6610
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Open
• Swedish   • Deep Tissue   • Myofascial   • Energetics

Professional In-Calls Only
Open 9am - 9pm Every Day

Regular Massage
Promotes Better Health

��	��������������
214-280-0237

21 YEARS EXPERIENCE

M
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Need a little help to 
get through your day? 

Check out the Dallas Voice  
Massage and Personal Care 

Classified Ads.
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FIND REAL GAY MEN NEAR YOU

(214) 615-0100
Ft. Worth: (817) 282-2500

www.megamates.com  18+

(214) 615-0100
Dallas:

Free Code: Dallas Voice

FREE TO LISTEN
AND REPLY TO ADS
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Across 
1 Publisher and friend of Moss Hart 
5 DC tourist district 
9 Jack, known for licking it clean 
14 “June Is Bustin’ Out All ___” 
15 La Traviata solo 
16 Taking it lying down 
17 She played Glinda in The Wiz
18 Sourpuss 
19 Prudential rival 
20 Fran, who married Peter Marc 

Jacobson 
22 Carrie, who married Bryan Lourd 
23 Debtor’s slips 
24 Marine birds 
25 Mothers, to Verlaine 
28 Fairy story 
30 Double-reed instrument 
34 Bring to bear 
35 Carol, who married Charles Lowe 
37 Great service from Mauresmo 
38 The USA, to Monika Treut 
41 Prefix with room 
42 Vanessa, who was married to 

Tony Richardson 
44 General drift 
46 In addition 
47 Org. that could help you see

Uranus 

49 Gay rodeo fans may come in them 
50 Conversant about 
52 Car from Sweden 
54 Janet, who was married to Adrian 
57 Liza, who was married to 

Peter Allen (or, her dad) 
61 Yellow Brick way and others 
62 Abominable snowman 
63 Superman portrayer Dean 
64 Shoreline opening 
65 Going full tilt 
66 Traci Des Jardins, for one 
67 Jury members that may be, 

well, hung 
68 High place with a flat top 
69 Pisa’s river 

Down 
1 Word before cock 
2 At any point 
3 Director Norman of Prelude to a Kiss
4 Sitcom with John Mahoney 
5 Peru’s ___ Picchu 
6 Police response to gays in public,

once 
7 One with a tricky tongue 
8 Where to look for the “gay gene” 
9 Rainy country for Eliza Doolittle 
10 Like some nails 

11 Kind of IRA 
12 A girl named Frank 
13 Cause of the Tin Woodsman’s rust 
21 Doris Day to Rock Hudson, often 
22 Neat ___ (half of the Odd Couple) 
24 Precollege ed 
25 Stiller’s partner, once 
26 Rise to the top 
27 Actor Robert and family 
29 Places for erections 
31 Risky fellatio partner? 
32 Erect 
33 “Great balls of fire!” 
36 Lane of The Birdcage
39 Bruce Wayne kept Dick in one 
40 Wolfson of Freedom to Marry 
43 Head for the bottom 
45 DeMornay of Risky Business
48 Given this situation 
51 Newsgroup messages 
53 West Side Story girl 
54 Worker on Broadway 
55 Tops 
56 Jodie Foster’s alma mater 
57 Portion (out) 
58 Cowardly lion actor 
59 Property right 
60 411 
62 Orange veggie

Solution on page 23

Bearded Ladies

q-puzzle




	01  09-11-15
	02-3  09-11-15
	04-15  09-11-15
	16-17  09-11-15
	18-24  09-11-15
	25-28  09-11-15
	29-30  09-11-15
	30-36  09-11-15

